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The  entire  Works  attributed  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
being  now  printed  for  the  first  time  in  an  uniform 
edition,  it  may  be  expected  that  some  statement 
should  be  given  of  the  plan  adopted  in  collecting 
materials  for  the  present  volumes. 

The  edition  of  the  History  of  the  World,  as  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  William  Oldys  in  1736,  having  always 
been  considered  to  be  the  most  correct  in  text  and 
typography,  it  was,  at  first,  intended  to  follow  that 
edition  exclusively ;  but  upon  a  comparison  of  some 
doubtful  readings  with  the  earlier  copies,  it  ap- 
peared that  not  only  Oldys  had  made  several  arbi- 
trary and  unnecessary  alterations,  but  that  the 
printer  had  executed  his  task  with  considerable 
carelessness  and  inaccuracy ;  in  some  chapters  hav- 
ing left  out  entire  passages,  and  in  others  disfigured 
them  by  partial  omissions  or  alterations,  which  either 
weakened  or  destroyed  the  sense  **.     Under  these 


'  The  subjoined  instances, 
taken  at  random,  may  suffice 
to  establish  the  tmth  of  what 
has  been  stated  above.  Their 
number  might  be  easily  aug- 
mented. 

Vol.  I.  p.  17.  1.  II.  incorpo- 
ral  it  cannot  be,  because  it 
sometime  affecteth  the  sight  of 
the  eye  with  offence.  Ed,  Oldys. 
— incorporal  it  cannot  be,  be- 
cause it  is  sensible :  sensible  it 


is,  because  it  sometime  affecteth 
the  sight  of  the  eye  with  offence. 
Ed,  1614. 

ib.  p.  26. 1.  22.  only  it  may  be 
said,  that  originally  there  is  no 
other  difference  between  heat 
and  fire.  Ed.  OWy«.— only  it 
may  be  said,  that  originally  there 
is  no  other  difference  between 
matter  and  form  than  between 
heat  and  fire.  Ed.  16 14. 

ib.  p.  36.  1.  14.  amor  Dei  est 
a  2 
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circumstances  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  fol- 
low an  edition  published  during  the  life  of  the  au- 
thor, namely,  that  printed  in  folio  by  William 
Stansbj  for  Walter  Burre,  Lond.  1614;  and  it  is 


nobis  perpetuus,  Ed.  Oldys. — 
amor  Dei  est  nodus  perpetuus. 
£d.  1614. 

ib.  p.  80.  1.  23.  It  is  also 
written  that  Berosus.  Ed.  Oldys. 
— It  is  also  written  in  Berosus. 
Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  168.  1.  4.  from  bottom, 
impartial  crown.  Ed.  Oldys. — 
imperial  crown.  Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  291. 1.  9.  from  bottom, 
to  make  the  careless  most  afraid. 
Ed.  Oldys. — to  make  the  care- 
less Moors  afraid.  Ed.  16 14. 

ib.  p.  3 1 3.  1. 1 8.  whereof  Ha- 
matheiis  was  present.  Ed.  Ol- 
dys.— whereof  Hamatheus  was 
parent.  Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  323. 1. 2 1,  whose  issues 
of  Cham.  Ed.  Oldys. — whose  is- 
sues, and  the  issues  of  Cham. 
Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  350.  1.  8.  from  bottom 
then  are  those  of  whom  virtue 
is  extinguished.  Ed.Oldys. — then 
are  those  in  whom  virtue  is  ex- 
tinguished. Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  370.  1.6.  from  bottom, 
a  man  of  shape  and  fierce  dis- 
position. Ed.  Oldys. — a  man  of 
sharp  and  fierce  disposition.  Ed. 
1614. 

ib.  p.  373. 1.  2.  transport  and 
spread  this  invention.  Ed.  Ol- 
dys.— transport  and  spee^  this 
invention.  £d.  16 14. 

Vol.  II.  p.  76.  1.  20.  to  ob- 
serve the  short  year  after  the 
moon.  Fid.  Oldys. — to  observe 
the  short  year  of  the  moon.  Ed. 
1614. 


ib.  p.  80.  1.  ult.  after  which 
Moses  called  on  God  for  suc- 
cour, received  encouragement, 
and  commanded  to  go  on.  Ed, 
Oldys. — after  which  Moses  call- 
ing on  God  for  succour,  received 
encouragement,  and  command- 
ment to  go  on.  Ed.  1 6 14. 

ib.  p.  115. 1.  ult.  of  distinction 
of  clean  beasts.  Ed.  Oldys. ^-of 
distinction  of  clean  and  unclean 
beasts.  Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  196.  1.  24.  but  now  I 
am  preparing  homeward  again 
in  safety.  Ed.  Oldys. — ^but  now 
I  am  repairing  homeward  again 
in  safety.  Ed.  16 14. 

ib.  p.  210.  1.  2.  urged  by  the 
multitude  of  the  people.  Ed, 
Oldys. — urged  by  the  murmur 
of  the  people.  Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  233. 1,  antepenult,  per- 
fidiously. Ed.  Oldys. — ^infideli- 
ously.  Ed.  1614. 

ib.  p.  290.  1.  5.  from  bottom, 
rubbish.  Ed.  Oldys. — rubble.  Ed. 
1614. 

Vol.  III.  p.  39.  1.  2.  worth. 
Ed.  Oldys. — ^wrath.  Ed,  1614. 

ib.  p.  123.  1.  13.  by  way  of 
security.  Ed.  Oldys. — ^bywayof 
scrutiny.  Ed.  161 4. 

ib.  p.  2 1 7. 1.  1 6.  which  caused 
the  Greeks  to  make  many  fires, 
and  some  of  his  men  &c.  Ed, 
Oldys. — which  caused  the  Greeks 
to  make  many  fires,  and  scatter 
themselves  abroad  in  the  vil- 
lages. Teribazus  also  made 
many  fires,  and  some  of  his 
men  &c.  Ed.  1614. 
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confidently  hoped  that  the  reader  will  derive  no 
small  benefit  by  this  return  to  the  earlier  and,  it  is 
presumed,  the  only  authorized  text. 

The  Miscellaneous  Pieces,  first  collected  and  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Birch  in  two  octavo  volumes,  London, 
1751,  have  been  carefully  collated,  wherever  a  MS. 
could  be  consulted ;  and,  although  the  work  has  not 
been  encumbered  with  the  various  readings,  it  may 
be  stated  with  truth  that  the  text  has  been  mate- 
rially corrected  throughout.  This  remark  applies  more 
particularly  to  the  Letters,  which  have,  nearly  all  oi 
them,  been  compared  with  several  very  early  copies, 
and  may  now  be  considered  as  more  nearly  restored 
to  what  Ralegh  himself  wrote,  than  in  any  previous 
edition. 

The  Poems  have  been  taken  from  a  collection 
first  made  by  sir  Egerton  Brydges,  bart.,  and  printed 
at  his  private  press  at  Lee  Priory,  1813.  Many 
of  these  have  been  collated  with  early  MS.  copies, 
and  several  additional  Poems  are  now  inserted  from 
MSS.  in  the  Bodleian  library  and  Ashmolean  mu- 
seum; together  with  three  pieces  alluded  to  in 
Oldys's  Life,  p.  423.  note,  as  originally  printed  in 
a  very  rare  poetical  collection,  which  has  been  dis- 
covered among  Mr.  Malone's  books. 

The  other  more  important  additions  are, 

A  Treatise  of  the  Soul :  from  a  MS.  in  the  Ash- 
molean museum. 

A  Discourse  of  Tenures,  which  were  before  the 
Conquest :  from  a  MS.  of  archbishop  Sancroft. 

A  Relation  of  the  Cadiz  Action :  from  the  same 
collection. 

Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Opinion  on  the  earl  of  Bs- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

sex's  Queries,  touching  a  probable  Invasion :  from  a 
MS.  of  bishop  Tanner. 

Various  Letters;  and  an  Appendix  of  curious 
papers  relative  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  his  times ; 
together  with  the  two  biographical  accounts  bj 
Oldys  and  Birch. 
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l!#XPERIENCE  and  her  records  have  sometimefl  mani- 
fested to  us,  that  as  men,  Yenowned  for  ^orioas  exploits, 
abound  more  in  some  ages  than  others,  according  to  the  ge- 
nius of  the  times,  or  general  taste  and  pursait  of  th^r  coo- 
temporaries  ;  so  if  a  martial  spirit  spring  up  in  the  ragn  of 
an  active  and  adventurous  sovereign,  he  shall  rise  into  high 
repute,  be  much  honoured  and  emulated :  as,  on  the  other 
aide,  if  it  is  his  fortune  to  live  under  a  prince  of  a  contrary 
diaracter,  his  unfasluonable  virtue,  unless  it  be  of  a  supple 
fiuiture,  and  can  mould  itself  to  occasions,  will  heeame  cri- 
minal ;  and  his  courage,  of  less  security  than  cowardice. 

The  worthy,  of  whose  life  and  fortunes  I  have  been  per- 
maded  to  attempt  a  rehearsal,  wiU  appear  in  the  following 
narrative  a  convincing  evidence  of  this  observation.  And 
what  renders  his  Btarj  more  remarkable  is,  that  though  he 
gave  mxh  repeated  proofs  of  a  superior  conduct,  in  so  many 
important  stations  and  characters  of  life;  though  he  was 
«ot  only  master  of  all  the  accomplishments  requisite  to  de- 
fend a  state  in  war,  but  to  adorn  it  in  peace ;  and  did  ren- 
^r  himself  illustrious,  as  well  by  letters  in  the  latter,  as  he 
liad  done  by  arms  in  the  former  condition ;  yet  that  a  war- 
hke  reign  was  of  greater  safety  to  him,  and  a  peaceful  one 
proved  his  destruction.  I  shall  not  anticipate  the  causes,  but 
only  premise  thus  much ;  that  whoever  can  attend  to  the 
M^pmentadon  of  a  brave  man  wrestling  with  adversities, 
and  riaiag  hifrher  in  the  notioe  and  admiration  of  the  world. 
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the  more  violently  he  was  opposed ;  whoever  is  any  way 
concerned  to  know  the  effects  of  those  prepossessions  which 
diffident  princes  may  entertain,  and  the  prostitutions  to 
which  their  sordid  instruments  may  be  won ;  or  would  be 
informed,  what  a  pernicious  foe  in  his  country  an  insi- 
nuating foreigner  may  be  to  those  natives  who  are  its  real 
friends ;  I  may  recommend  him  here ;  and  venture  to  pro- 
mise a  prospect  instructive,  entertaining,  and  full  of  va- 
riety. 

For  though  abundance  of  solid  particulars  are  naturally 
sunk  in  the  rapid  current  of  time,  while  many  less  substan- 
tial are  floating  upon  the  surface,  to  the  hand  of  every  ordi- 
nary memorialist ;  and  though  some  shining  circumstances, 
ia  the  prosperous  part  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh'*s  life,  have 
been  darkened  through  envy ;  as  others,  in  the  unfortunate 
period,  through  interest,  by  the  age  in  which  he  lived; 
Nevertheless,  his  single  life  may  perhaps  be  found  nK>re 
fruitful  of  memorable  incidents,  than  many  histories  of  en- 
tire ages :  insomuch  as  I  may  be  apprehensive,  with  a  late 
collector  of  his  memoirs,  ^^  that  the  describing  a  person  df 
**  so  difiiisive  a  praise,  so  equally  great  in  so  many  difierent 
**  parts  of  life,  will  be  like  attempting  a  landscape  from  a 
**  high  hill,  where  the  multiplicity  and  extent  of  the  pros- 
pects may  rather  distract  the  mind  than  direct  it ;  and 
call  for  judgment  to  restrain  the  fancy,  which  is  apt  to 
run  riot,  when  employed  upon  too  many  objects."*^  Many 
guides  may  indeed  appear  to  lead  us  through  this  wilder- 
ness ;  but,  numerous  as  the  authors  are  who  mention  him, 
they  contain  but  fragments  of  his  story;  divers  whereof, 
hitherto  widely  dispersed,  have  escaped,  not  only  our  general 
historians,  but  the  many  compilers  of  distinct  pieces  on  his 
actions.  Even  the  modems,  who  have  treated  of  him  with 
impartiality,  have  yet  been  deficient  in  point  of  industry,  so 
as  to  prove  no  less  injurious  to  his  merits,  than  some  who 
in  his  own  age  conspired  to  depreciate  them.  Hence  the 
generality,  having  been  too  superficial  and  undigested; 
having  neither  regarded  due  choice  and  order  of  matter, 
proportion  in  the  parts,  or  connection  of  the  whole ;  nor  yet 
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Aaduurgied  themselves  by  such  references  to  proper  vouchers, 
as  nugfat  satisfy  those  readers  it  is  my  ambition  to  please ;  I 
have  esteemed  the  number  of  such  writers  no  discourage- 
ment to  the  revival  of  his  story. 

And  first  for  the  name  of  Ralegh,  otherwise  written  Rale 
and  Ralega  in  some  old  deeds  I  have  formerly  seen*;  it  is 
certainly  of  great  antiquity  in  this  kingdom ;  since  there 
are  some  villages  and  towns  in  the  west,  as  well  as  other 
parts,  so  called^,  which  might  at  first  receive  their  denomi-^ 
nation  from  some,  as  well  as  afterwards  ^ve  it  to  others, 
who  were  natives  or  possessors  thereof.  And  since  we  are 
credibly  informed,  that  one  of  those  districts  belonged  an- 
ciently to  noble  lords  of  the  same  name  S  as  also  that  several 
of  them  were  so  called  from  the  very  family  we  are  to  speak 
of  ^,  and  as  the  Raleghs  of  Devonshire  will  appear  to  have 
flourished  there  before  the  Conquest ;  they  might  be  the 
progenitors  of  those  in  other  counties ;  as  it  is  expressly  in* 
timated  out  of  the  records  they  were  of  those  in  Warwick- 
shire ^.  But  as  we  are  also  told  of  no  less  than  five  knights 
of  this  name,  at  one  time  difierently  situated  in  that  western 
county  before  mentioned  ^;  and  that  there  were  three  great 
families  so  named  also  there,  contemporary  with  sir  Walter 
Ralegh^  who  bore  arms  difierent  from  those  of  his  paternal 
coatS;  we  may  conclude  they  were  not  all  of  one  lineage; 
and  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  eminency  of 
this  great  man,  that  a  distinction  of  the  several  houses,  and 
his  in  particular,  when  all  but  his  were  in  a  manner  ex- 
tinct, has  been  so  elaborately  endeavoured  by  the  antiquaries 
and  genealogists  of  his  own  time. 

As  to  the  family  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  therefore  in  parti- 


■  Among  the  oumerous  coliections 
of  Richard  Gascoigne,  esq.  a  skilful 
and  fiiiDOiis  antiqaary  in  the  middle 
€ii  the  last  ceDtnry. 

^  Ralegh  in  the  parish  of  Filtoo, 
near  Barnstaple;  Street-Ralegh,  in 
the  parish  of  Ailesbeer,  eight  miles 
cast  of  Exeter;  Comb-Ralegh  near 
Hooiton ;  also  Widdycomb-Ralegh, 
aad  Coliton-Ralegh,  all  in  Deron- 
slnre :  besides  Nettleoomb-Ralcgh  in 


Somersetshire ;  Ralegh  in  Essex,  a 
market-town,  Uiought  to  be  the  same 
called  Raganeia  in  Doomsday- 
Book,  &c. 

«  Camden's  Britannia  in  Devon. 

'  John  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon, 
fol.  170T.  p.  531. 

*  Dogdale's  Antiquities  of  War- 
wickshire, fol.  1656.  p.  412. 

*■  Prince's  Worthies,  fol.  5 1 7. 

>  Ibid.  fol.  516. 
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cular,  it  is  generally  agreed  on,  that  Smalridge  in  the  pariafa 
of  Axminster,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  was  one  of  their 
most  ancient  seats.  But  sir  William  Pole,  who  is  said  to 
have  been  one  of  the  greatest  searchers  into  the  antiquities 
of  that  country,  has  been  singularly  short  in  the  time  of 
their  first  settling  there.  However,  if  we  should  agree  with 
him  upon  that  person  for  sir  Walter  Ralegh^'s  direct  ances* 
tor,  who  first  removed  thither  out  of  Nettlecomb-Ralegh  in 
Somersetshire,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  from  whom 
there  is  a  successive  descent  of  those  six  knights,  sir  Wi* 
mond^,  sir  Hugh,  sir  John,  sir  Peter,  and  two  sir  Johns 
more ;  besides  others,  who  were  either  of  the  same  degree 
themselves,  or  married  into  families  distinguished  with  it, 
even  down  to  Wimcmd  the  grandfather  of  sir  Walter  Ha- 
legh  i :  I  know  not  but  it  may  be  also  allowed,  that  the  ho* 
nours  of  this  pedigree  were  sufilicient  to  have  been  boasted 
of  by  some  of  his  traducers*  For  though,  in  the  eye  of  he* 
raldry,  many  titles  are  accounted  more  noble  than  knights 
hood;  though  native  and  patrimonial  dignities,  or  such  as 
descend  necessarily  from  father  to  sqd,  may  in  the  eye  of 
the  common  lineal  claimant  appear  most  legitimate;  and 
sui^  as  are  venal  be  esteemed  m  that  of  the  wealthy  most 
valuable ;  yet  those  which  are  personal,  the  individual  ac- 
quisition or  recompense  of  every  man'*s  prc^r  merit,  will, 
hi  die  eye  of  reason,  be  held  most  honourable. 

But  however  grateful  it  may  seem  in  that  author,  who 
has  characterised  the  aforesaid  sir  William  Pole  as  the  first 
and  best  antiquary  of  his  county  ^ ;  though  none  of  his 


^  lo  a  riatatioD-book,  made  antto 
1623,  of  the  coanties  of  Wilts,  Dor- 
set, aud  Somerset,  among^  the  MS. 
follectioiis  of  Browne  WilKs,  esq.  of 
WlHiddon-hall,  in  Bncks,  there  is  a 
pedigree  of  sir  Walter  Rakgh's  lis- 
niily  from  the  reign  of  king  John ; 
with  a  copy  whereof  that  wcnrthy  an- 
tiqnary  having  obliged  mo,  I  6nd  this 
Wymond,  in  the  time  of  king  Henry 
II  I.  is  therein  called  kird  of  Coliton 
and  Npttleeomb :  so  it  may  seeas, 
the  estate  in  Somersetshh^e  was  of 
later  accession  to  the  family,  and 


that  la  Derosshira  the  moiv  ancient 
seat ;  or  that  the  removal  was  made 
rather  to  the  former,  than  the  latter 
country. 

*  Prince,  IbL  530. 

It  The  same  John  Priace,  SdI.  fod. 
who  wsR  honoured  by  tlK  desceudjintB 
of  sir  W.  P6le  with  the  pemaal  of 
what  remained  iu  his  time  of  that 
kaighfs  collections;  as  his  aacrslDr 
had  been  by  sir  William  himself,  with 
an  oAce  which  he  held  nnder  him. 
lb.  fol.  505. 
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wofks  wtt9  ever  pyinted^  or  perhaps  npw  remain  sufficient 
to  piove  bim  so  to  the  public  > ;  yet  we  ar^  at  liberty  tq  ob- 
serve, that  J<^  Hooker,  another  famous  antiquary  an^ 
Ustonan  of  the  sam<e  county,  appears  to  have  bc^n  jbis  se- 
nior"^; whose  actual  publications,  several  years  before  sir 
William  Pole  b  said  to  have  privately  applied  himself  to 
these  studies,  had  established  his  character,  through  the  ap- 
l^uses  of  the  best  judges  in  his  qym  time  ^-^  and  who,  with 
■aspect  to  sir  Walter  Bal^h  in  particular,  being  related  to 
mad  affquaint4fd  with  him,  had  not  only  the  greatest  opppr- 
tumties  to  be  exp^t  in  his  genealogy,  but  withal  publicly 
addressing  an  account  thereof  to  sir  Walter  himself,  when 
knight  was  in  the  very  pieridian  of  envy  and  detrae- 
I,  had  the  greatest  ob}igatioi|s  iippn  him  to  be  strictly 
accurate  in  displaying  it    Npw  ^s  author,  in  one  of  his 
perfocBianoes,  gives  us  to  understand,  that  Smalridge  was 
in  the  pqpsession  <^  the  ]la]^;b8  before  the  Norman  oon- 
qaest;  and  that  one  of  ^he  fanply,  being  taken  prison^  1^ 
the  Gauls,  did,  for  his  d^verance  upon  St  Lepnard'^s  day, 


*  MaoT  of  sir  William's  MSS.  mis- 
carried 19  tl>e  ciyU  wars  fo  eSec- 
tnally^  that  tht  ▼err  titles  and  arga- 
ments  of  tbem  are  likeirise  perished, 
as  Mace  t^s  vs  in  the  yaoM  page  $ 
and  those  foo^  or  five  volames  Uiis 
aothor  appears  to  hare  had  some 
Tiew  of,  having  beev  npoe  lent  about, 
are  thought,  and  have  been  reported 
hfsoine  of  the  fSunilf,  to  be  pow  alqo 
irretrievably  lost  See  the  English 
Baronets,  12**.  1728.  vol.i.  p>333. 
Yf^  I  hav#  been  told  by  a  person  of 
great  honour  ai^d  knowledge  in  gu- 
rioaicies  ofthia  kind,  that  he  had  heard 
Qoe  Tolnme  of  tboae  collections,  if 
not  more,  b  somewhere  in  being. 

*  Sir  ViiUam  Pole,  who  was  liigh 
sheriff  of  Devonshire,  and  honoured 
bj  king  James  with  knighthood  in 
1606,  when  Ralegh  was  in  discredit 
with  him,  seems  to  have  been  a 
writer  chiefly  in  his  reign ;  for  though 
he  might  apply  himself  t^^oty  years 
io  thM  studies^  according  to  Prince, 
fol.  506.  we  yet  find  one  of  his  largest 
volnmea  wntten  aon.  16x6,  in  the 
tame  page.  Ba|  Mr.  Hooker,  who 
was  tlie  first  chambcriun  of  Exeter 


about  I554t  and  twice  member  of 
parliament  fi>r  that  c^^,  af  we  find 
in  the  Notitia  rarliamentaria,  by 
Brown  Willis,  esq.  vol.  ii.  1716. 
p.  273 ;  as  also  for  Athenry  in  Ire- 
land about  1570,  as  I  find  by  his 
qfm  wofds ;  did  actually  set  forth  in 
print  his  tracts  shout  the  government 
of  Exeter,  and  bishops  of  that  see ; 
besides  his  augmentations  of  the 
English  and  Irish  Chronicles,  witfi 
other  pieces,  before,  or  by  the  year 
1587 ;  and,  having  lived  to  near 
eighty  years,  died  in  1601,  according 
to  Anthony  Wood,  and  my  said  au- 
t^r  Prince,  in  his  life ;  uough  the 
former  of  them  quotes  from  Hooker's 
0:1m  words,  that  he  was  living  in 
1605,  (if  it  is  not  a  mistake  of  the 
press,)  and  the  latter  has  made  no 
boggle  at  the  blunder. 

■  As  bishop  Godwin,  Richard  Ca- 
rew,  esq.  the  Cornish  antiquary,  and 
Mr.  Camden,  whose  words  in  one 
place  are,  vir  eruriitus,  et  it  aniU 
fuiiatis  studio  optime  merihu  D. 
Joannes  Hookerus,  Britan.  8vo. 
Pranc  1616.  p.  138. 
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build,  at  his  return  home,  a  chapel  there,  consecrated  to 
that  saint ;  and  therein,  as  a  grateful  monument,  hung  up 
his  target  ^'i  the  records  of  which  foundation  are  said  to 
have  been  given  by  a  priest  of  Axminster  to  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh P,  as  their  most  rightful  owner.  So  much  for  the  anti- 
quity of  the  family  in  Devonshire :  and  as  for  its  derivation, 
the  said  Hooker,  even  in  a  printed  dedication  to  sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  as  I  hinted,  (which  he  repeatedly  confirms  in  the 
aforesaid  performance,)  not  only  avouches  his  alliance  to  the 
Courtenays,  earls  of  Devon,  and  other  illustrious  houses; 
but  traces  the  stream  of  consanguinity  up  to  the  kings  of 
England :  where  he  says,  ^^  that  one  of  his  ancestors  in  the 
^*  directest  line,  sir  John  de  Ralegh,  of  Fardel,  (another  seat 
**  of  their  ancient  inheritance  in  the  parish  of  Comwood, 
**  eight  miles  east  of  Plymouth,)  espoused  the  daughter  of 
*^  sir  Roger  d'*Amerei,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
"  Gilbert  earl  of  Gloucester,  by  Joan  d^ Acres,  daughter 
**  of  king  Edward  I.  which  Gilbert  was  descended  of  Ro- 
**  bert  earl  of  Gloucester,  son  of  king  Henry  I.^  So  goes 
up  to  the  conqueror :  and  farther  adds,  ^^  That  in  like  man- 
^*  ner  he  may  be  derived  by  his  mother  also  out  of  the  same 
^^  house  4.*"  But  since  these  two  authors,  the  likeliest  we  have 
in  print  to  have  confirmed  us  in  the  truth  of  diis  matter, 
vary  thus  from  each  other ;  since  sir  William  Pole  thought 
it  rather  another  family  of  the  Raleghs,  which  was  thus 
royally  descended ;  since  also  five  or  six  ancient  pedigrees 
of  this  family,  which  I  have  seen  in  manuscript,  by  the  he- 
raldical  visitors,  and  antiquaries  of  those  western  parts,  also 
differ,  not  only  from  Hooker,  but  in  several  points  both 
from  sir  William  Pole  and  from  one  another ;  and  lastly, 
since  it  will  be  considered,  that  I  have  not  undertaken  to 


•  Hooker**  Syoopsis  Clironogra- 
phical :  or  historical  record  of  I)e- 
TODRhire,  a  MS.  as  quoted  by  Prince, 
fol.  530.  A  copy  whereof,  in  thia 
aiitbor*a  time,  was  in  the  castody  of 
Mr.  Jolin  Kastcharch  of  Wood  in  that 
connty ;  still  extant,  as  1  have  heard, 
in  thoVe  parts:  and  pity  it  is,  that  it 
has  not  yet  seen  the  public  light; 
since  above  a  hundred  years  ago  it 


was  revised  by  so  able  a  judge  of  its 
worth  as  sir  flohn  Doddridge,  and  b^d 
his  recommendation  to  the  press. 

P  THstram  Risdon's  Description  of 
DcvoQi^  in  Axminstter. 

<i  Hboker's  Epistle  Dedicatory  to 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  before  his  traoi- 
lation  and  coutinuaUon  of  the  Chro- 
nicles of  Ireland,  printed  in  Holin- 
shed,  vol.ii.  158;. 
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aooount  for  the  whole  race  of  the  Raleghs,  but  only  one 
select  person  of  the  name,  here  let  the  truth,  as  to  these  re- 
mote ancestors  or  alliances,  hover  for  me :  for  I  am  not 
moTed,  on  the  wings  of  conjecture,  to  make  myself  a  party 
with  any  of  those  antiquaries,  nor  shall  endeavour  to  com- 
promise the  difference  between  them,  unless  such  prevailing 
authorities  had  occurred  as  would  enable  me  to  do  it  with 
certainty.  Besides,  as  those  whose  virtues  have  adorned 
them  with  a  sufficiency  of  personal  honours  are  ever  least 
aniious  about  such  as  are  relative ;  so  it  might  well  argue 
but  little  wdght  in  the  judgment  of  a  historian,  to  shew 
himself  contentious  about  these  feathers  for  his  worthy, 
espedally  such  a  one  as  shall  be  found  to  have  thought  so 
justly  light  of  them  himself. 

However,  as  all  accounts  allow  him  a  very  honourable  ex- 
tract, let  us  prefer  which  we  please,  the  freedom  some  great 
courtiers  took  in  calling  him  Jack  and  Upstart,  upon  his 
advancement  to  queen  Elizabeth'*s  favour,  is  thought  to  have 
somewhat  reflected  rather  on  themselves,  in  suffering  their 
sprightly  parts  to  take  such  advantage  of  their  noble  prin- 
ciples. One  of  these  sarcasms  I  find  recorded  by  lord 
Bacon,  in  his  little  book  of  Apophthegms  %  where  he  says, 
^*  'lliat  when  queen  Elizabeth  had  advanced  Ralegh,  she 
*^  was  one  day  playing  on  the  virginals,  and  my  lord  of  Ox- 
**  ford  with  another  nobleman  stood  by ;  when  it  happened 
^^  that  the  ledge  before  the  jacks  was  taken  away,  so  that 
**  they  were  seen ;  whereupon  that  lord  and  the  other 
**  nobleman  smiled,  and  whispered  a  little:  the  queen  marked 
**  it,  and  would  needs  know.  What  was  the  matter  ?  His 
lordship  answered,  They  laughed  to  see,  that  when  jacks 
went  up,  heads  went  down.*"  Though  the  application  of 
this  reflection  particularly  to  Ralegh,  if  such  was  made,  is 
disputable,  notwithstanding  lord  Bacon's  allusion,  yet  it  is 
plain  that  sir  Robert  Naunton,  who  was  secretary  of  state 
at  the  time  of  Ralegh'^s  death,  and  whose  Observations  on 

'  I  memo  the  onlygenaine  and  ao«      162,1;.     It  is  the  first  npophthegm  in 
cofTDpted  editioD  of  ihcm,  publitbed     the  book, 
by  the  author  himself,  in  t mall  8vo. 
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His  parent* 


ibat  quQen^8  favourite  wer^  wriUen,  though  not  printod,  b^ 
fore  those  Apophth^^iDs,  thought  also  that  it  wns  qiade 
upou  Ralegh  :  for  he  ha^  saidj  with  relatioD  to  this  jest  fay 
that  witty  earl,  ^^  We  all  know  )t  savours  more  of  en^ulatiop 
*^  and  his  humoufy  than  ot  truth ;  it  being  a  certain  note  of 
^*  the  times,  that  the  queen  in  her  choioe  never  took  into 
^  her  favour  a  m^e  new  man,  or  a  mechanic  ^'"  But  it  ia 
bdiieved  sir  Walter  Ralegh  himself  was  afterwards  pretty 
even  with  his  quality-critics ;  wher^  be  so  solidly  expooea 
tb9  emptiness  of  merit,  nay,  the  real  detriment  to  it,  in 
posterity's  b^ng  entitled  to  the  rewarda  c^  their  anoastors^ 
virtues,  by  hereditary  honours,  suoeession  of  blood,  and 
nobihty  in  parchment :  thoae  onty  being  truly  nobHf^  who 
by  worthy  acts  have  rendered  thefnselves  most  notaijle^. 

AU  therefore  that  needs  be  added  on  this  head,  as  a  mat- 
ter mer^  immediately  requisite,  and  indeed  sufficient  fcH*  my 
present  purpose,  is,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  the  son  of 
Walter  Ralegh,  esq.  of  Fardel  aforesaid ;  who  being  tlirice 
married,  bad  by  his  first  wife  Joan,  dau^ter  of  John  Drake 
of  Exmouth  in  Devon,  esq.  two  sons,  one  named  George 
end  the  other  John ;  which  last  married  Anne,  the  daughter 
of  m  Bartholomew  Fortescue,  of  Filley  ii|  Devon,  and  re- 
lict of  ^ — ^  Qaicrick,  pf  Ford,  and  they  had  issue.  His  se- 
ixmd  wife  was  daughter  c^  one  Darell,  of  {^ondon,  by  whom 
be  had  a  d^uj^tar  named  Mary  >*,  who  was  married  to  Hugh 
6n<^dale,  of  Hilling  in  Cornwall,  esq.  and  had  issue*.  His 
third  wife  waa  Catharine,  daughter  of  sir  Philip  Champer- 
000,  of  Modbury,  and  relict  of  Otho  Gilbert,  of  Compton 
in  Devon,  esq.  He  had  by  this  last  venter  hia  third  son, 
Carew,  afterwards  knighted,  and  o^  Wiltshire,  who  married 
Dorothy,  daAighter  of  air  William  Wrpughton,  and  relict  of 


*  Sir  Robert  Naimtoo*9  Frngmentn 
lteg«]ia,  4tp.  1643.  ia  fai«  clMracter 
OfaM-W.  Ralegh*  p.  a8. 

*  Hinc  dUhts  nofnlis^  quasi  virtuie 
mrm  miiis  m^uMU,  See  At  W.  R«. 
legh*8  History  of  the  World,  lib.  i. 
c.  9.  sect.  4. 

V  Hw  VisuUtkm  of  Den-onshirr, 
Ann.  1564,  by  William  Herry,  evq. 
Clarencieux,  a  MS.  in  tlie  Heralds* - 


Office. 

^  Ainoog  tbe  errora  of  Cbc  dark 
or  transcnber  of  this  Visit^tioo,  in 
tbe  paragraph  concemiug  sir  Widtw 
Ra]egb*B£sU>er»  (too  obrpoas  and)  m^ 
Date  to  be  here  taken  notice  of,)  that 
assertion  of  this  daughter's  having  no 
isaae  abould  not  be  deemed  one ;  that 
book  being  writlen  probably  befw 
«he  waa  married. 
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ar  John  Tbjnuif  by  whom  he  had  iMue ;  and  buUy,  bis 
fourth  ton,  named  Walter,  the  sobject  of  our  ensuing  dia* 
course,  who  waa  thereby  the  uterine  brother  of  those  three 
counent  knights,  sir  John,  sir  Humphrey,  and  sir  Adrian 
GilberL  By  this  but  wife  Mr.  Ralegh  had  also  one  daughter, 
named  Margaret,  who  was  married  first  to  ■  ■■  '  Radford, 
of  Mount  Radford  in  Devon,  clerk  of  the  peace;  andafter^ 
wards  to  '  Hull,  of  Larkebere,  esq.  in  St.  Leonanfs 
parish,  Exeter  7. 

The  fiunily  was  indeed  at  this  time  much  declined  from  its 
former  splendour  of  &me  and  affluence  of  fortime ;  for  the 
estate  of  Smalridge,  which  remmned  in  the  name  of  Ralegh  to 
the  time  of  king  Henry  VIII.  was  then  sold,  by  sir  Walter's 
grandfother  Wimond,  to  John  the  father  of  sir  John  Gilbert, 
of  Compton ;  but  I  cannot  find  it  reduced  to  that  low  ebb, 
in  the  latter  respect,  which  some  have  intimated:  for  Fardel 
remained  still  in  their  possession ;  which,  after  the  death  of 
sir  Walter^s  father,  fell  to  the  eldest  son  George ;  and  there 
were  besides,  WiddycomlvRal^h  and  Coliton-Ralegh  in 
thor  possession,  the  former  of  which  was  sold  by  sir  Wal* 
ter^s  elder  brother,  sir  Carew  Ralegh,  to  George  the  natu* 
ral  son  id  George  aforesaid ;  and  the  latter  was  sold,  by  sir 
Walter  himself,  to  Richard  Martin,  or  his  father,  of  Exeter'. 
But  neither  of  these  places  claim  the  honour  of  his  birth. 


J  Though  air  W.  Pble,  in  Prince's 
Worthies,  Ibl.  J30.  mentiont  sir  W. 
IUle|[h'f  father  to  hare  been  bnt  tirice 
mamcd,  oniitting  bis  second  wife, 
■ad  flbo  Us  dmnghters  by  her,  mod 
his  third ;  jet  as  one  or  both  of  those 
daughters  win  hereafter  occur,  pror- 
iBf  hia  nsmlcstly  defectire  in  that 
omission,  I  have  thought  it  most  rea- 
sonable to  fblloir  soBe  other  snti- 
qoaries  of  those  parts  and  timns  who 
concur  in  his  marriages  and  issue  as 
Ihey  are  hare  disphivod.  And  lor  this 
iotellifence,  the  public  is  principally 
obliged  lo  the  incomparable  Harieyan 
Ebrary ;  its  noble  owner  baring  bo- 
noorcd  me  with  the  permission  of 
eoilectia|^  It  firom  tha  pedigrees  of  the 
DrvnsMhire  gantry,  an  original  M& 
by  Tbo.  Westcot,  recorder  of  Tot- 
I,  fbl.  sign.  99.  C.  16.  p.  59.;  and 


of  collating  it  with  Rii;hard  Munday's 
M8.  coll.  of  pedigrees,  fol.  sign.  90. 
A.  10.  pag.  53. ;  and  with  the  Visitataoe 
of  Derousuire,  by  Hen.  St.  George, 
esq.  Richmond-heraM,  aad  Sstnpson 
Lennard,  blue- mantle,  deputiefi  for 
W.  Camden,  esq.  Clarencieux,  snn. 
i6so.  fol.  ^g.  ^.  B.  14.  pag,  366. 
But  some  of  the  pedigrees  in  these 
books,  and  otiiers  I  hare  seen  of  sir 
Wslter  Ralegh's  fismily,  might  per- 
haps be  improved,  at  least  with  rela- 
tion to  the  more  ancient  branches ; 
that  is  to  say,  from  king  Henry  II. 
down  to  king  Henry  VIlI.'s  reign, 
out  of  the  valuable  old  deeds  and  evi- 
dences which  remain  in  the  custody 
of  sir  John  TrevelTan,  of  Nettleeomb 
in  Somersetoliire,  bart 
*  Prince's  Worthies,  fol.  531 . 
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For  his  father  having  the  remainder  of  a  fourtoore-yeani' 
lease  in  a  pleasant  farm  called  Hayes,  situate  in  the  parish 
of  Budley,  in  that  part  of  Devonshire  bordering  eastward 
upon  the  sea,  near  where  the  Ottery,  or  river  of  Otto^  di»* 
charges  itself  into  the  British  channel,. and  residing  upon 
the  said  farm  during  the  time  of  his  last  marriage :  this  was 
the  birthplace  of  or  Walter  Ralegh,  and  it  is  accordingly 
distinguished  as  for  nothing  more  remarkable  by  topogra- 
phical writers  to  this  day.  After  the  expiration  of  that 
lease  Ralegh  applied,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  Mr.  Duke,  of 
Otterton,  to  whom  the  estate  devolved,  to  sell  it  him ;  as 
appears  by  Ralegh'*s  letter  to  him,  wherein  he  says,  ^*  that 
*^  for  the  natural  disposition  he  had  to  the  place,  being 
*^  bom  in  that  house,  he  had  rather  seat  himself  there  than 
**  any  where  else  *.^  From  whence  it  seems,  that  what 
some  are  by  another  Devonian  antiquary  said  to  have  re- 
ported, and  himself  appears  only  to  have  recorded,  as  if 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  born  in  the  city  of  Exeter,  and  in 
the  house  adjoining  to  the  palace-gate  ^,^  has  no  autho- 
rity, and  perhaps  had  not  so  much  as  rumour  to  counte- 
nance it. 

As  to  the  time  of  his  birth ;  I  find  the  computation  has 
been  made  from  Camden'^s  account  of  his  age  at  his  death, 
that  he  was  bom  in  the  year  155S.  And  herewith  corre- 
sponds an  observation  I  have  found  in  an  astrological  author, 
who,  fixing  his  birth  in  the  sixth  year  of  king  Edward  VI. 
which  answers  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  aforesaid,  calls  it 
a  year  remarkable  in  our  chronicles ;  first,  for  that  strange 
shoal  of  the  largest  sea-fishes,  which,  quitting  their  native 
*^  waters  for  fresh  and  untasted  streams,  wandered  up  the 
"  Thames  so  high,  till  the  river  no  longer  retained  any 
**  brackishness ;  and  secondly,  for  that  it  is  thought  to  have 
^'  been  somewhat  stained  in  our  annals  with  the  blood  of 
"  the  noble  Seymer,  duke  of  Somerset :  events  (says  he) 

■  Dated  from  the   court  26tb  of  ^  The  Aotiquitict  of  Exeter,  by 

July,  1584,  and  quoted  by  Antfaooy  Richard  Izacke,  cbamberlaiD  of  that 

Wood  in  Atben.  Ozod.  vol.  i.  col.  city,  8 vo.  168 1.  p.  147. 
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^  Mirinrisu^y  analogous  both  to  the  life  of  this  adventurous 
*'  X^'^S^y  ^  Walter  Ral^h,  whose  delight  was  in  the 
*'  haaardous  discovery  of  unfrequented  coasts^  and  also  to 
^*  his  unfortunate  death  c.*" 

That  his  younger  years  were  seasoned  at  the  university  Educated  at 
of  Ozfiird  we  may  gather  from  good  authorities,  as  Hooker  ^^'°'^' 
aforesaid,  lord  Bacon,  and  Anthony  Wood;  which  last 
says,  ^  He  became  commoner  of  Oriel  college  in  or  about 
^^  the*year  1668,  when  his  kinsman  C.  Champernon  studied 
there;  and  that  his  natural  parts  being  strangely  ad- 
vanced by  academical  learning,  under  the  care  of  an  ex- 
**  oellent  tutor,  he  became  the  ornament  of  the  juniors ;  and 
was  worthily  esteemed  a  proficient  in  oratory  and  philo- 
sophy ^.^  But  in  that  he  came  so  late  thither  as  this  au- 
thor mentions,  and  stayed  so  long  there  as  three  years, 
which  he  afterwards  mentions,  and,  as  the  biographical  fry 
who  follow  have  nibbled  out  of  him,  they  are  all  mistaken ; 
fior  he  will  presently  appear  two  years  before  that  time 
amounts  to  in  the  wars  abroad.  What  time  then  can  we 
spare  for  his  residence  at  Christ  Church  college  also,  in  that 
university;  whereof  Dr.  Fuller  would  needs  have  him  a 
member,  either  before  or  after  he  was  of  Oriel  ^,  unless  we 
could  find,  as  I  fear  we  shall  not,  that  he  returned  from  the 
school  of  Mars  to  that  of  the  Muses?  Little  more  can  we 
expect  to  have  been  observed  of  this  more  remote  part  of  his 
life ;  and  yet  something  more  in  it  has  been  preserved  by 
lord  Bacon  aforesaid,  who  had  the  judgment  to  foresee  that 
every  little  circumstance  would  be  acceptable  of  a  man 
whose  £Drtunes  and  misfortunes  had  rendered  him  so.  me- 
morable.  And  indeed  it  has  been  represented  to  mc  as  a 
matter  of  no  small  honour  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  that  a 
casual  expression  of  his,  in  his  immature  and  greenest  years, 
should  prefer  itself  to  the  commemoration  of  that  great  phi« 
losopher  in  his  sagest  and  most  advanced  age.     But  as  he 

•  Sopplement  to  G.  Lc  Neve's  Col-         "  See   Dr.  Tho.   FiiUer's  Chnrcii 

lectaoa  of  Nativities,  M.S.  penes  me.  History,  fol.  1656.  in  his  table  of  the 

i»l.  9.  learned  writers  of  Oriel  college,  lib. 

'  Aotliony  Wood's  Atheo.  OxoD.  as  iv.  fol.  104.  and  hIso  that  of  Clirist 

befiore,  in  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Life.  Churrh,  lib.  v.  sect.  32. 


14  THE  LIFE  OF 

hid  obterved  on  the  nature  of  things,  that  great  objects 
may  be  discerned  through  a  little  crevice ;  so  he  knew^^wHh 
respect  to  the  nature  of  men,  that  a  great  discovery  of  ge- 
nius may  be  made  through  a  small  and  sudden  r^Nutee : 
and  hence  might  he  be  moved  to  remember,  **  that  while 
*^  Balegh  was  a  schdar  at  Oxford,  there  ^as  a  cowardly 
**  fellow  who  happened  to  be  a  very  good  archer ;  but 
^having  been  grossly  abused  by  another,  he  bemoaned 
^<  himself  to  Ralegh,  and  asked  his  advice.  What  he  dioukL 
^<  do  to  repur  the  wrong  that  had  been  offered  him  ?  Ra- 
^*  legh  answered.  Why,  challenge  him— -at  a  match  of 
**  shooting  ^,^ 

How  long  he  continued  at  the  university  is  at  last  rightly 
concluded  by  Anthony  Wood  to  be  uncertain ;  but  as  sure 
as  he  thinks  himself  right  in  settling  him  a  student  of  the 
municipal  laws  in  the  Middle  Temple,  upon  seeing  a  copy 
of  verses  he  might  write  in  that  inn  of  court ;  I  take  this 
assertion  to  be  a  greater  uncertainty  than  the  other.  For 
though  sir  Robert  Naunton,  and  possibly  &om  him  most 
ocher  writers  of  Ralegh^s  life,  have  also  consigned  him  to 
the  study  of  the  law  on  his  leaving  Oxford,  there  is  a  late 
author  who  believes  it  a  mistake  so  obvious,  that  no  merit 
can  reasonably  be  assumed  from  correcting  its:  for  nr 
Walter,  at  his  arraignment,  in  a  reply  to  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, lays  a  heavy  imprecation  upon  himself,  if  ever  he  reetd 
a  word  cflaw  or  Hatutes^  before  he  W€U  a  prisoner  in  the 
Tower  K  So  that  if  this  Ralegh  was  the  auth(M*  of  that 
poem  before-mentioned,  and  of  the  Middle  Temple  in  that 
year  it  was  written,  which  we  shall  presently  arrive  at,  we 
must  yet  take  care  to  keep  the  lawyer  dear  from  the  tern* 
ftar. 

For  we  are  expressly  tcid  by  Hooker,  <<  that  aflter  Ra- 
**  legh  had  laid  a  good  ground  to  build  his  actions  on  at  the 
^*  univerrity,  he  travelled  into  France  *  ;^  and  this  is  con-. 


'Lord  BacoD*B  Apopbthegmfi  new  ^  The  Trial  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 

andold,  Sto.  1635.P.S92.  Sro.  1719.  p.25.;  and  Id  the  State 

9  Mr.  Lewu  Theobald's  Memoirs  Trials*  toL  i.  Ibl.  180. 

of  Sir  W.  Ralegh,  8vo.  17 19.  p.  5.  <  Hooker's  Epist.  Dedie. 
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frilled  hf  C«&deti,  ati^onfitig  td  whose  tuseodnt  of  the  tune, 
Bidegh  eduld  iiot  be^  kt  hit  departure^  above  ftmrenteen 
jrMhi  of  age;  tad  by  the  odeatbil  al  his  firgt  ^ckng  oter^  it 
#ili  ^tppm^  thift  a  mHitar^  oouine  of  life  fim  fledged  hii 
fittne.  ^or  as  it  has  beeti^tly  observ^^  Ralegh  had  the 
adtiaklBge  of  a  stirrbig  iEige  to  eHoourage  and  exerase-  his 
Aetive  genittB  throil^iout  the  whole  series  of  his  first  ett* 
gigements.  France  was  now  embrmled  in  civil  wars; 
England  sooA  after,  to  divert  a  menaced  danger  from  the  en^ 
croaching  power  of  Spiiin^  lent  asmstance  to  the  then  dis- 
tresiMd  and  humble  states  of  HoUand  ;  Spain^  by  a  political 
reprihal,  raised  stubbbiii  insimections  in  Ireland ;  and  the 
pop^  to  make  the  rebellion  more  permanent  and  more  plaU'- 
nUe,  rehgiously  pretended  that  kingdom  was  a  perquisile 
af  Bt^  Petetk. 

But  first  of  France :  and  here  we  need  not  tecfar  to  the 
original  of  those  oemm^tioils  there ;  need  not  trace  the  Hu- 
gonots  to  their  fountian^bead*  ^  apologise  for  their  oppon- 
tions  against  the  Gulsards^;  labour  to  reconcile  queen  Eli- 
xidieth^s  defence  of  another  princess  oppressed  subjects  to 
the  laWs  of  nations,  when  imminent  danger  by  such  c^pres- 
Aons  threatened  her  own« ;  nor,  lastly,  aggravate  her  mo- 
tives  against  Frani^  in  paMiCukr,  from  their  late  violatiM 
of  covenants^  ^^ting  to  the  rendition  tit  Calais  <>:  these 
topics  lienlig  td  be  %6ligllt  whete  they  have  already  been, 
and  it  is  mo^  propci^  they  should  be  directly  discussed. 
SulBcient  therefore  it  will  be  to  observe  in  this  place,  out  of 
Camdeti^s  Annals^  diat  though  the  queen  had  her  hands  foU 
of  borders  at  home,  yet  slie  was  not  wanting  either  in  com- 
nriatraticmer  relief  to  the  persecuted  protestants  of  Fraix» ; 


k  ThesMd'ft  Ifeiaoin  of  Sir  W. 

*  Tiie  oriffinal  or  derivation  of  tiie 
II«SWMi  K  diSiFreatly  given  by 
nneadi  antiion.  See  the  sieor  Caa- 
tdann'a  Memoira  of  Francia  II.  and 
Cbnrlea  IX.  of  France,  lib.  iL  cap.  7. 
And  ia  Eatienne  Pasq^er'a  Redier- 
chca  de  la  France,  among  hia  wt>rk8. 
Amaterd.  1713.  torn.  i.  fol.  858.  a 
wbole  chapter  on  the  word  Huguenot, 


^  See  air  Jerom  Bowea^a  Iraaalat. 
of  an  Apology  for  the  Christiana  in 
France  of  tiie  evangtlical  or  reformed 
religion,  Svo.  Lond.  1579. 

■  Hereof,  besides  Albericus  Genti- 
lis,  De  Jure  Belli,  Grotius  and  Faf- 
fcndorf,  see  the  bishop  of  St.  Asaph's 
diacoarse  of  God's  Disposing  of  King- 
doms, 4to.  1691. 

*  Of  these  covenants,  see  at  large 
in  Speed's  Chron.  2d  edit.  fol.  1163. 
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and  not  only  exhorted  otlier  princes  of  the  same  persuasion 
to  lend  their  hands  to  the  common  cause,  but  supplied  the 
queen  of  Navarre  with  money  and  men  to  support  it ;  per- 
mitting Henry  Champemon,  a  relation  by  marriage  of  the 
3oMtotbe  earl  of  Montgomery,  to  march  with  a  select  troop  of  a  hun- 
!^^^  dred  gentlemen  volunteers,  well  mounted  and  accoutred, 
into  France,  who  bore  in  their  standard  this  motto :  Finem 
det  vnihi  virtus:  *^  Let  valour  decide  the  cause.'*^  In  the  list 
of  these  volunteers  was  Philip  Butshed,  with  Frands  Bar- 
cley,  men  afterwards  of  note  in  their  time ;  and  this  Walter 
Ralegh,  the  most  noted  of  all,  then  a  very  young  man,  and 
first  beginning  to  push  his  fortune  ;n  the  world  ;  admodum 
adolescens^jam  primum  sctti^  monstratusj  says  our  above- 
cited  annalist  P. 

The  greatest  historian  in  France  of  those  times  tells  us, 
this  select  troop  of  horse  arrived  in  the  French  camp  on  the 
5th  of  October  1569,  and  that  they  were  very  honourably 
received  by  the  queen  of  Navarre  and  the  princes  9.  But 
what  services,  distinctly  they  performed  in  France,  or  how 
long  they  continued  there,  neither  the  writers  of  that  coun-: 
try  nor  of  our  own  have,  I  think,  given  full  satisfaction. 
This  consequence  we  draw  from  some  circumstances  in  the 
latter  part  of  Ralegh'*s  life,  that  he  established  himself  a 
considerable  reputation  while  he  was  in  that  kingdom  ;  and 
from  our  author  Hooker  aforesaid,  ^^  that  he  spent  good 
**  part  of  his  youth  in  wars  and  martial  services  there «':'" 
agreeable  to  which  is  that  passage  in  another  author,  wlio 
also  seems  to  have  known  him ;  where,  speaking  of  his  edu- 
cation, he  adds,  "  It  was  not  part,  but  wholly  gentleman, 
"  wholly  soldier  ».■"  And  hence  may  we  not  only  account 
for  the  greatest  chasm  in  all  the  memoirs  which  have  hitherto 
appeared  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  life;  but  also  presume, 
that  he  was  here  initiated  in  those  accomplishments  both 
civil  and  military,  through  the  language  and  }x>lit^ness  of 

P  Anoal.  Reg.  Eliz.  ann.  1569.  »  See  Sir  Walter  Rnlegh'K  Gliont, 

1  Jac.  Aug.  ThnaDi  Uistoriarum  or  England's  Forewarocr.&c.Utrrcht, 

siii  temporis  torn.  ii.  fol.  1626.  lib.  printed  by  John  Schellem,  4to.  1626. 

46.  p.  601.  p.  15. 
'  Hooker's  Epiat.  Dedic.  &c. 
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the  people,  as  well  as  thar  warlike  and  ministerial  affairs, 
whereof  he  afterwards  gave  such  manifold  proofs ;  and  of 
whidi,  in  a  period  clustered  with  such  extraordinary  events, 
he  must  have  here  had  such  an  extensive  and  instructive 
prospect. 

Some  French  historians  tell  us,  that  what  with  the  sup- 
plies of  queen  EUzabeth,  who  sent  the  French  protestants  a 
hundred  thousand  angels,  besides  some  pieces  of  cabnon  and 
ammunition,  and  what  with  the  aids  of  their  other  allies, 
the  protestant  army,  which  took  the  field  under  admiral 
Coligny  and  the  prince  of  Cond^,  and  encamped  about  Li- 
moon,  this  year  of  Ralegh's  going  over,  being  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  their  third  civil  war,  amounted  to  no  less  than 
twenty-five  thousand  fighting  men  ;  when  the  king's  army, 
under  his  brother  the  duke  of  Anjou,  being  encamped  at 
Rochlabeille,  amounted  to  above  thirty  thousand^.  But 
others  reckon  the  protestant  army  of  equal  number ;  and 
observe,  though  their  men  and  horse  died  at  Limosin  in 
great  numbers  for  want  of  food  and  forage;  and  though  a 
great  reward  was  offered  for  the  admiral,  dead  or  alive, 
that  it  only  added  fuel  to  the  fire :  for  what  terror  could  it 
strike,  says  my  author,  into  persons,  who  headed  an  army 
ojf  thirty  thousand  men,  and  ventured  their  lives  with  the 
utmost  bravery  on  all  occasions  ^P  As  for  the  insincere 
league  or  union  of  France  and  England,  by  the  pretended 
marriage,  which  appears  to  have  been  negotiated  two  years 
after  between  the  two  crowns  ^,  it  seems  not  to  have  with- 
drawn these  English  auxiliaries,  at  least  not  him  along  with 
them,  because  Ralegh's  continuance  in  France  would  then 
fall  short  of  Hooker's  implication  aforesaid.  But  as  we 
shall  discover  him  to  have  been  in  that  kingdom  beyond  the 


■  J.  de  Serrefl,  anno  1569. 

*  Micb.  de  Caalelnan's  Memoirs, 
lib.  7.  cap.  7y  S. 

*  Certain  artidea,  considerations, 
demands,  and  answers,  about  the 
league  between  as  and  France,  under 
tbe  year  1571,  are  referred  to  in  sir 
Francis  Walsingfaam's  Table-book, 
or  repertory  of  all  bis  state-papers, 
a  MS.  in  my  possession,  written  in 

RALEGH,  LIFE. 


8ro.  about  the  year  1588,  p.  147. 
And  these  articles,  &c.  are  mentioned 
there  to  be  entered  in  his  Diarium 
of  foreign  matters,  lib.  A.  pag.  25* 
As  for  the  letters  of  the  English  am* 
bassadors  upon  this  occasion,  they 
were  collected  by  sir  Dudley  Digges, 
and  printed  under  the  title  of  The 
Complete  Ambassador,  fol.  1655. 
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death  of  king  Charles  IX.  which  from  Ral^fa'^s  eotiaiiot 
thither  is  about  five  years,  and  that  in  this  compass  of  time 
near  thirty  battles,  si^es,  overthrows,  treaties,  and  capitu- 
lations on  one  ade  or  other  may  be  enumerated ;  it  is  nm- 
nifest  that  our  young  volunteer  was  hazardously  engaged  in 
His  cbarac-  some,  if  not  several  of  them.  He  had  afterwards  occasion 
French  ge.  ^  mention,  upon  his  observing  here  the  ill  consequence  of 
ncrmb.  having  commandcrs  in  equal  power,  whcun  it  b  almost  im- 
possible to  choose  of  equal  courage  and  discreticm,  ^*  How 
**  well  he  remembered,  that  when  the  prince  of  Cond^  was 
**  slain  after  the  battle  of  Jamac,  the  protestants  did  greatly 
**  bewail  his  loss,  in  respect  to  his  religion,  person,  and 
*^  birth ;  yet  that  comforting  themselves,  they  thought  it 
'*  rather  an  advancement  than  hinderance  to  their  affairs : 
**  for,*^  as  he  judiciously  proceeds  to  distinguish  between  the 
military  virtues  of  this  prince  and  the  admiral  aforesaid, 
**  so  much  did  the  valour  of  the  one  outreach  the  advised- 
**  ness  of  the  other,  that  whatsoever  the  admiral  intended  to 
*^  win  by  waiting  the  advantage,  the  pnnce  adventured  to 
**  lose  by  being  over-confident  in  his  own  courage  *.^  In 
Hratftgem  another  place  Ralegh  speaks  of  a  stratagem  which  he  and 
loc.  °*^*^  l^is  company  used  with  success  at  Languedoc,  where  the 
enemy  had  fortified  themselves  in  certain  caves  which  had 
but  one  narrow  entrance  cut  in  the  midway  of  the  high 
rocks,  and  *^  which,^  says  he,  **  we  knew  not  how  to  enter 
*'  by  any  ladder  or  engine ;  till  at  last,  by  certain  bundles 
**  of  lighted  straw  let  down  by  an  iron  chain  with  a  weighty 
*^  stone  in  the  midst,  those  that  defended  it  were  so  smothered, 
**  that  they  surrendered  themselves,  with  their  plate,  money, 
*'  and  other  goods,  therein  hidden  ;  or  they  must  have  died 
**  Uke  bees  that  are  smoked  out  of  their  hives  y.*"  And  in 
another  place  he  gratefully  takes  notice  of  a  deliverance  he 
had  in  these  wars.  It  is  where,  reasoning  upon  the  man- 
ner and  opportunities  of  retreats  in  battle,  (with  that  sa^ 
gacity  and  experience  which  are  no  strangers  in  his  writings,) 
he  first  gives  an  example  of  its  being  less  dishonour  to  retire 


sir  Walter  Ralegh's  History         f  lb.  lib.  4.  cap.  a.  sect.  16. 
of  the  World,  Ub.  5.  cap.  2.  sect.  3. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH. 


19 


C( 


t€ 


U 


€€ 


i€ 


it 


C( 


in  the  dark^  than  to  be  ruined  in  the  li^t»  in  the  sentiment 
of  M.  de  la  Noue,  upon  the  retitot  made  just  before  th^ 
battle  of  Moncountour.      *^  For,^  says  that  Frenchman, 
staying  upon  our  reputation  in  show,  not  to  dislodge 
by  night,  we  lost  our  reputation  indeed,  in  dislodging 
by  day ;  whereby  we  were  forced  to  fight  upon  our  dia* 
advantage  and  to  our  ruin :  yet  (says  Ralegh)  did  that  DeiireranM 
worthy  gentleman  count  Lodowick  of  Nassau,  brother  •JV**  *"*"*' 
^  to  the  late  famous  prince  of  Orange,  make  the  retreat  atcountour. 
'^  Moncountour  with  so  great  resolution,  as  he  saved  one 
^^  half  of  the  protestant  army,  then  broken  and  disbanded, 
of  which  myself  was  an  eyewitness,  and  was  one  of  them 
who  had  cause  to  thank  him  for  it  '.^    But  by  what  means 
Ral^h  escaped  that  comprehensive  destruction  which  broke 
out  in  the  third  year  of  this  turbulent  period,  unless  with 
young  Sidney  (afterwards  a  knight  of  great  renown  for  his 
own  accomplishments,  and  the  patronage  of  other  men^s, 
then  upon  his  travels  in  France)  he  took  sanctuary  in  the 
ambassador  Walangham^s  house  ^,  we  despiur  at  this  dis- 
tance of  learning :  for  then  the  cruel  and  insidious  young 
king  aforesaid,  inflamed  by  the  queen-mother,  and  her  fire- 
brands of  religion,  perpetrated  that  horrible  massacre  of  all 
the  protestants  in  the  captal  city,  and  other  parts  of  his 
realm ;  the  invitation  to  which  was  the  nuptials  of  his  sister ; 
the  signal  to  which  was  the  bell  they  rung  to  their  pious 
matins;  and  in  the  execution  whereof,  among  many  thou- 
sands, fell  the  great  admiral  aforesaid,  by  the  procurement 
<^  his  implacable  enemy  the  duke  of  Guise  ^.     And  though 


■  lb.  Bb.  5.  c«p.  a.  sect.  8. 

*  See  Digfes*!  Complete  AmbaiM- 
dor,  fol.  350. 

^  The  massacre  of  Paris  was  be- 
gun on  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  1572. 
And  if  between  Mezeray's  estimate 
of  the  nnmben  that  were  butchered 
orer  France,  which  is  one  of  the 
least,  and  Perefixe's,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest,  we  incline  to  the  me- 
difUD,  we  shaU  prefer  the  computa- 
tkm  of  Natalia  Comet,  who  wrote 
%  and  about  the  very  time.  He 
them  al  tiareeacofe  thousand. 


And  so  insatiable  was  the  fury  of 
these  parricides,  that  the^  spared  nei- 
ther age,  sex,  nor  quality;  vel  pU" 
beres,  vel  impt^eres,  says  he,  iruci- 
dati  tunti  neque  ulliut  sexus,  vel 
tetalis,  vel  dignitatUf  habita  est  ra- 
Ho.  Vid.  Hist.  Nat.  Com.  lib.  23. 
p.  508.  But  yet  sir  W.  Ralegh,  in 
one  of  his  MS.  discourses  on  the  mar- 
riage between  England  and  Sa?oy, 
hereafter  more  particularly  spoken  of, 
nnmbOTs  them  (not  yet  so  Ugh  as 
some  of  their  own  historians)  at  00 
less  than  a  hundred  thonsand.    And 
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the  comt't,  which  soon  after  glared  out  of  the  face  of  heaven 
upon  these  bloody  actors  for  many  months  together  %  seems 
to  have  wrought  Ihtle  remorse  or  contrition  in  them  during 
Kfe ;  yet  is  their  untimely  and  violent  end,  with  the  extir- 
pation of  the  very  line  of  VaJois,  somewhat  remarkable ; 
especially  that  of  this  king  himself,  whose  early  delight  in 
hunting  of  wild  beasts,  thus  improved  to  the  slaughter  of 
his  ft^low-creatures,  til),  in  less  than  two  years  after  that  in- 
human massacre,  his  insatiable  thirst  of  bis  people's  blood 
was  quenched  by  ao  irresistible  extravasation  of  his  own  <■. 


Margaret,  quccn  of  Njivurre,  con- 
ffssi-s  in  her  Memoirs,  liv.  i.  "  Iliat 
"  tevcnil  of  ber  brolher'*  friends  fell 
<■  a>  veil  at  bia  euemies,"  in  tlic 
blipil  rige  of  IbU  dilTUriTe  >ud  au- 
dii^Dguiiihing  detolHlloQ.  lotomuch 
tiikt  in  coDtempt  of  till  priucely  pro- 
misea  and  prolcalations  of  nmily, 
their  historiaiia  were  saifcred  to  boast, 
"  more  heretics  had  been  destroyed 
"  iu  that  one  day,  than  in  all  the 
"  lw<l»e  ytan  of  the  war."  Well 
Iherefbre  did  that  depuly  of  the  re- 
formed religion,  iu  bia  treaty  for  a 
peace  vitli  the  kiug-  and  qiicen-mO' 
ther,  whidi  they  agroed  to,  iaaist 
Upon  aeeurily  for  tlie  preteiralion  of 
it :  and  when  the  <|ueoa-mother  said, 
•<  W^,  ii  not  Uk  word  of  a  king 
"  aufideot  security  J"  well  did  he 
•nawer  ;  "  No,  by  St  BartUolomew, 
"  madiiin.*'  How  much  this  Bngruit 
eii|>loit  WHi  gloried  in  orer  Frniicc 
and  Rome,  their  procesaloDK,  lliaaks- 
givings,  medals,  and  jubilee,  will  suf- 
Bdenily  ileclare. 

■-  Thia  blaiiog  icar,  oo  which  thirty 
different  book*  were  writleD,  whicL 
had  been  read  by  Tyehu  Brahe,  llie 
noble  Unne,  beflirc  he  conipoied  his 
lara;er  woi^  tberemi,  Gnt  appeared 
on  the  9t]i  of  November  1571,  in  the 
form  of  n  lounge  of  four  pointi,  and 
continued  immoveable  nine  monUia, 
uys  De  Serres.  Sir  Tbomai  Smith, 
iu  a  letter  dated  December  11  that 
year  to  ur  F.  Walsiugham,  describes 


t  was  between  the  aiie  of  Jupiter 
md  Vrnits,  find  hid  then  appeared 
hpec  weeks  in  En^Mand.     In  another 


letter  to  Wnlsiugham ,  he  notes  bow 
luuth  tlic  French  and  Knglish  aami- 
nometB  varied  na  bj  the  placing  thl> 
slur  in  ibe  signs  of  the  lodioc.  See 
sir  Dudley  Di^ea'a  Complete  Am- 
bassador, fol.  199  and  316-  Bui 
Camden,  in  hia  Annula  of  Queeii  Eli- 
zabetli,  more  particularly  obsems  it 
to  have  shone  brighter  than  the  planet 
uf  Jupiter  in  the  perigee  of  his  ec- 
centric and  epicycle  ;  that  it  eonti- 
nitcd  in  the  some  place  full  lixteen 
months,  tliough  after  eight  mondu 
it  viaibly  diminished.  Mr.  Thomu 
Uigges,  and  Dr.  John  Dee,  two  tt- 
mous  mnthematiciaDB  of  tbos!  time*, 
have  lenmedly  proved  by  the  doctrine 
of  parallaxes,  that  it  waa  fixed  io  the 
celestial,  not  the  elementary  region ; 
and  that  it  disappeared  by  atcenoioD. 
Theodore  Iteza  very  ingeniously  ap- 
plied it  to  tlie  star  which  appeared  ■!  . 
tlie  slaughter  of  the  innocents  nnder 
Herod.  And  queen  Elizabeth's  gal- 
lant comportment  at  the  sight  of  it, 
bxim  her  uindow  at  Richmond,  which 


3Ught    II 


}  bate 


nnlist  aforesaid,  is  preierred  bf  the 
earl  of  Northampton,  in  hii  leoiiied 
Urfea»tire  against-  the  Pidaon  of 
supposed  Prophecies,  id  ediL  ftil. 
i6jo.  p.  77- 

'  Thst  extraordinary  eniption  of 
blood  carried  off  king  Charles  IX.  on 
the  30th  of  May  1574,  in  the  twen- 
ty-fourth yearof  hia  age.  Hissucce*- 
K>r,  Henry  III.  was  stabbed  to  dead) 
by  a  Jacobin  (nor,  named  James  Clis 
ment,  Huno  ijSq,  ill  tliat  lery  clum- 
ber where  the  cnuncit  hwl  been  held 
for  tbe  fntol  Bnrlholomew'a  day;  ma 
made  way  for  the  house  of  Bonrbon  : 
and  tbe  duke  of  GiiIh-  was  murdered 
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Now  that  Ralegh  was  till  the  death  of  that  king,  and 
even  longer,  in  France,  we  may  be  fully  convinced,  from  the 
further  light  I  have  fortunately  met  with,  in  an  eminent  au- 
thor of  his  own  time.  For  Mr.  Richard  Hakluyt,  in  his 
most  excellent  collection  of  Voyages,  dedicating  his  trans- 
lation of  a  French  adventure  therein  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
tells  him,  that  *^  calling  to  mind  you  had  spent  more  years  in 
"  France  than  I,  and  understand  tlie  French  better  than 
"  myself;  I  perceived  you  approve  my  endeavour,  not 
**  for  any  private  ease,  but  for  the  special  care  you  had  of 
"  those  to  be  employed  in  your  own  like  enterprise  «»'*' 
And  how  long  Hakluyt  had  been  in  France  appears  in 
his  dedication  to  sir  Francis  Walsingham  of  his  first  edi-^ 
tion  of  those  Voyages^;  where  he  takes  the  occasion  to 
tell  his  patron,  that  himself  had  been  five  years  in  that 
kingdom :  so  that  Ralegh  must  have  been  at  least  six  years 
there. 

And  this  will  lead  us  near  the  time  we  are  to  look  for  him 
in  London,  if  we  take  for  our  guide  in  the  chronology  of 
Ralegh^s  life  that  copy  of  verses  before  mentioned,  which 
Anthony  Wood  took  for  his,  in  relation  to  Ralegh^s  profes- 
sion. These  verses  I  have  found  to  be  a  commendatory 
poem  of  three  stanzas,  by  Walter  Rawely,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  as  he  is  thei^  written ;  and  printed  among  others, 
before  a  satire,  called  the  Steele  Glass,  published  in  1576, 
by  a  learned  and  ingenious  p6et  of  repute  in  those  days, 
named  George  Gascoigne,  esq.  s  an  Essexian  bom,  and 
therefore  nearly  related,  as  I  take  it,  to  that  excellent  ge- 
nealo^cal  antiquary  of  the  same  surname,  who  afterwards 
lived,  and  died  I  think,  in  Yorkshire ;  and  of  whom  I  have 
elsewhere  more  particularly  spoken.  Now  though  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  some  original  manuscripts  of 


in  the  Mid  king's  cabinet  at  Blois  the  said  Gascoigne's  collections  of 

aboat  a  year  before.    See  the  his-  poems,  called  a  «  Hundred  several 

torians  of  France.  '*  Flowers  bound  up  in  one  small 

•  Haklnyt's  Voyages,  &c.  second  "  Poesy,"  4to.  vitliout  da^^n^wt 

e*MRiM^aWH3«ilK  fol.*  M'io  tfwtfetlrrfake  it,  the  same  year  with 


r'fg«t«*iil>C(§e,«^|9liii5ltab  of       that  satire. 
<  Tbis  saUre  is  printed  in  one  of        ^  q 
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ur  Walter  Ral^h^s  ¥rritiiig,  and  his  name  written  several 
times  by  his  own  hand,  I  shall  not  cavil  at  the  pseudogrraphy 
thereof  before  the  sidd  printed  copy  of  verses;  because  I 
could  instance  greater  errors  of  the  like  nature,  which  yet 
have  not  excluded  authors  from  the  reputation  of  their 
compontions ;  but  more  especially,  because  there  are  some 
glimmering  circumstances  which  render  the  writing  of  that 
piece  by  this  our  author  probable  to  me ;  as  namely,  a  kind 
of  familiar  dependency  which  that  GasccMgne  had  upon  the 
lord  Grey  of  Wiiton,  as  in  the  dedication  ol  this  and  some 
other  of  his  works  is  evident ;  under  which  nobleman  Ra- 
legh will  soon  after  appear  to  have  served  in  the  wars  of 
Ireland.  Again,  Gascoigne  had  led  a  life  somewhat  like 
Ralegh,  in  foreign  travel  and  military  services :  then  it  it 
to  be  noted  Gascoigne  used  the  very  motto,  under  his  pic- 
ture prefixed  to  that  satire  before  mentioned ;  which,  aifker 
his  death,  is  so  well  known  to  have  been  assumed  by,  or  ap- 
propriated to,  Ralegh  himself;  TcMnMarti^  quam  Jter- 
curio.  All  which  seem  to  shadow  out  the  links,  if  not  the 
perfect  chain,  of  some  acquaintance  between  them.  But  the 
poem  itself,  to  me,  discovers,  in  the  very  first  line  of  it,  a 
great  air  of  that  solid  axiomatical  v^  which  is  observaUe 
in  other  productions  of  Ralegh'^s  muse : 

Sweet  were  the  sauce  would  please  ^ach  kind  of  taste. 

And  the  whole  middle  hexastic  is  such  an  indication  of 
his  own  fortune  or  fate,  such  a  caution  against  that  envy 
of  superior  merit  which  he  himself  ever  struggled  with, 
that  it  could  proceed  from  no  hand  more  properly  than  his 
own. 

Though  sundry  minds  in  sundry  sort  do  deem, 
Yet  worthiest  wights  yield  praise  to  e?ery  pain ; 
But  envious  brains  do  nought  or  light  esteem 
Such  stately  steps  as  they  cannot  attain : 
For  whoso  reaps  renown  above  the  rest. 
With  heaps  of  hate  shall  surely  be  oppress'd. 

tmthe  Lastly,  As  to  the  particular  of  his  being  at  this  time  of 

h!f  Middr/  *^^  Middle  Temple,  all  we  can  conclude  of  it  is,  since  he 

'emple. 
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hM  to  pubfidy  and  flolenmly  protested  he  never  studied  the 
law  there ;  that  it  might  be  as  customary  in  the  inns  of 
court  then,  as  it  is  now,  for  a  young  gentleman  to  be  with  a 
friend,  or  have  the  use  of  bis  chambers  while  he  is  out  of 
town,  or  even  have  chambers  of  his  own,  rather  than  be  con- 
fined to  the  nngularities  of  a  family  in  lodgings,  and  never 
read  a  word  of  the  law,  much  less  have  any  purpose  to  prac- 
tise it  And  this  is  strengthened  by  what  I  have  met  with 
both  in  some  old  writings  and  some  historians  of  those 
times,  which  observe,  that  the  inmates  not  only  in  private 
houaes,  but  those  who  dwelt  among  the  lawyers,  and  did 
not  tcilow  their  profession,  grew  so  numerous  and  inoonve- 
inent,  that  there  was  an  order  or  proclamation  for  their  re- 
moval out  of  the  inns  of  court  about  the  latter  end  of  queen 
Eliaabeth'^s,  or  the  beginning  of  her  successor's  reign  K 

His  next  stage  of  action  was  in  the  Netherlands,  accord-  Ooet  to  tb« 
iog  to  one  of  the  writers  of  his  life ;  who  tells  us  he  served  i,^^^'' 
under  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  a  volunteer  against  the 
Spaniards,  making  himself,  in  the  Low  Countries,  master  of 
the  art  military ;  and  confirming,  through  the  success  of  his 
first  campaigns,  his  resolution  to  advance  himself  by  arms, 
as  the  nobler  and  readier  way  to  glory  K  Sir  Robert  Naun- 
ton  also  intimates,  that  before  he  vras  in  Ireland  under  the 
Icmd  Grey,  he  was  engaged  fa'  the  Low  Countries,  and  also 
in  a  voyage  at  sea  ^.  Another  author  likewise  Agrees  in  this 
Low  Countries'  service,  and  voyage  at  sea,  before  Ralegh 
w*s  known  at  court  K  But  whereas  the  first  of  these  two 
writers  mentions  an  earlier  expedition  of  Ralegh's  in  Ireland, 
before  this  of  the  Low  Countries,  as  his  first  exposure  to  a 
Hiilitary  life,  being  ignorant  of  all  the  time  he  passed  in  the 

i>  Further;  to  coo6nn  tUs  conjee-  wrote  the  aboveuid  poem  from  thence, 

tore  of  Kalegh's  beins  only  an  in-  or  any  other  year  before,  up  to  the 

mate  there,  I  hare  been  led  to  in-  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's  rdgn: 

onire  after  the  registers  of  the  Middle  though  some  of  his  countrymen,  and 

Temple,  wWch  are  still  extent,  of  I  think  relations,  occur  there  in  that 

times;    and  upon  a  diligent  space  of  time. 


search,  hare  satisfied  myself  that  tibere         '  In  Li?es  English  and  Foreign.  Sro. 
was  no  sodi  person  entered  as  a  stu-      1 704.  vol.  i .  p.  76. 
dent  of  the  law  in  that  inn,  by  the         ^  FragmenU  Regalia,  p.  aS. 
name  of  Walter  Raleffh,  or  any  name         >Aulicus  Coquinaris,  Svo.  1650. 
Kke  it,  either  in  this  year  that  he  .   p.74* 
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French  wars,  and  whereas  the  last  fixes  him  in  that  fitat 
Iriiih  expedition  under  general  Norris,  1  apprehend  them  to 
be  herein  botti  mistaken ;  the  former,  in  that  Halegh  ap- 
pears not  to  have  been  twice  against  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 

'  nor  once  as  his  first  engagement  in  war  ;  and  the  latter,  in 

that  this  Norris  appears  not  to  be  in   Ireland,  when  the 

■  course  of  Ralegh's  employments  will  allow  him  to  have  been 

1  that  kingdom :  but  now  that  there  is  room  for  Ralegh's 

'   being   in  the   Netherlands,  we  find  general  Norris  to  be 
there. 

For  tile  emperor  Charles's  natural  son,  don  John  of 
Austria,  a  brisk,  forward  young  man,  flushed  with  the  late 
victoriuus  battle  of  Lepanto  against  the  Turks,  and  high  in 
the  pope's  favour,  being  sent  by  his  brother  the  king  of 
Spiun  in  the  year  1577  governor  of  the  Low  Countries,  to 
divert  his  mind  &om  higher  reaches  at  home ;  and  having 
incurred  the  general  odium  of  the  States  for  his  tyranny 
over  them,  no  less  than  the  jealousy  of  the  English  for  his 
treachery  to  this  nation ;  queen  Elizabeth  thought  the 
Dutch  now  more  immediately  needful  of  her  notice,  and 
more  particularly  from  a  discovery  that  had  been  made  to 
her,  some  say,  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  of  a  vain  project 
the  said  don  John  had  formed  of  rescuing  the  queen  of 
Scots  out  of  prison  ;  and  by  marriage  with  her,  or  the  force 
of  arms,  to  dethrone  the  queen  of  England,  and  make  himself 
master  of  her  crown :  "  for  don  John's  haughty  conceit  of 
"  himself,"  says  Ralegh,  "  overcame  the  greatest  difficul- 
*'  ties,  though  his  judgment  was  over  weak  to  manage  the 
"  least  ■"."  Wherefore  the  queen  not  only  receded  from 
that  peace  with  the  Spaniards,  and  neutrality  then  in  agita- 
tion ;  but  sent  the  States  both  men  and  money,  aa  they  had 
requested,  to  carry  on  the  war  more  powerfully  against 
them.  Among  the  forces,  both  Enghsh  and  Scotch,  whicii 
now  poured  over,  under  sir  John  Norris,  sir  Robert  Stewart, 
colonel  John  North,  Henry  Cavendish,  and  others,  not  to  for- 
get colonel  Thomas  Morgan,  whose  veteran  troops  were  the 


-  MrvWjlW'^H^kgh'n  HUt 
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first  perfect  harqudussiers  oi  our  nation,  and  the  first  who' 
taught  us  to  like  the  musket  ^ ;  there  is  here,  and  here  only, 
I  think,  a  vacancy  in  the  story  of  Ralegh,  that  will  admit  of 
him  under  the  first  of  those  commanders :  so  might  he  prc^ 
habij  share  in  the  danger  and  honour  of  that  memorable 
Lammas-day,  anno  1578,  which  buried  the  reputation  of 
doD  John ;  which  this  governor  did  not  two  months  sur- 
vive; and  which  has  raised  the  emulation  of  pencils  as 
well  as  pens  to  commemorate.     For  the  States  having  thus 
gathered  a  powerful  army,  and  planted  themselves  near  the 
village  of  Rimenant,  about  a  league  from  Mecklin,  don 
Jc^n,  at  the  head  of,  some  say  thirty  thousand  men  <>,  being 
assisted  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  Mondragon,  and  other  the 
best  commanders  of  Spain,  now  resolved  to  give  them  battle. 
He  made  a  furious  onset ;  but  in  the  end,  by  a  notable  stra- 
tagem, was  deluded  to  a  great  overthrow  P.    For  perceiving.  The  battle 
as  he  thought,  the  whole  confederate  army  encamped  before  ^^^t."*^' 
the  said  village,  in  an  open  and  inviting  plain,  don  John, 
too  rash  to  take  advice,  and  too  raw  to  prevail  without  it, 
precipitously  detached  a  stronger  force  to  encounter  them ; 
which  so  succeeded  on  both  sides,  that  the  States^  anny,  after 
k  convenient  resistance,  feigning  a  flight,  quitted  this  their 
counterfeit  camp,   the  Spaniards  eagerly  pursuing,  in   a 
scattered  and  disorderly  manner,  to  complete  their  supposed 
victory;  till,  amazed,  they  found  themselves  in  the  midst  of 
the  fugitives^  true  camp,  environed  with  nineteen  thousand 
horse  and  foot ;  a  number  considerably  greater  than  the 
assailants.     To  extricate  themselves  was  impossible ;  there 
was  a  river  on  one  side ;  when  they  attempted  the  thicket 
on  the  other,  it  was  lined  with  an  armed  ambuscade  of 
English  and  Scots ;  and  when  they  assaulted  the  trenches, 
they  could  not  sustain  the  fury  of  the  artillery.     Yet  was 
the  battle  vigorously  maintained  from  morning  till  night ; 

■  See  ur  Roger  Williams's  Brief  •  Grimstone's  General  History  of 

Discoorae  of  the  Spanish  Discipline  the  Netherlands,  fol.  1609.  p.  663. 

in  War,  410. 1590.  ahio  his  Actions  p  Fam.  Strada  de  Bel.  Belg.  anno 

of  tlie  Low  Countries,  4to.   1618.  -  1578. 
p.  1 36. 
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thoij^  the  English  and  Scots,  harassed  by  a  kmg  and 
weafisotne  march,  came  but  a  day,  some  say  but  an  hour,  to 
the  field,  before  the  encounter  began :  and  yet,  partly  through 
bravery,  partly  through  the  sultry  warmth  of  the  weather, 
or,  as  one  author  has  it,  more  sensible  of  a  little  heat  of  the 
sun  than  any  cold  fears  of  death  %  they  made  themselves 
further  remarkable,  by  stripping  off  armour  and  clothes, 
and  fighting  in  their  shirts ;  till  at  last,  those  who  had  pur* 
sued  the  States^  army  in  a  pretended  flight,  were  themselves 
driven,  with  great  slaughter,  to  a  real  one.  And  had  count 
fiossu.  La  Noue,  with  the  rest  of  the  States^  commanders, 
been  but  vigorous  in  charging  the  Spaniards  upon  this  re- 
treat, it  would  have  proved  an  absolute  discomfiture,  and 
might  have  put  an  end  to  all  succeeding  oppresaons.  But 
it  was  sufficient  to  chastise  don  John  for  the  faithless  treaties 
of  peace  wherewith  he  had  abused  the  States  upon  his  en- 
trance into  that  government.  **  The  fortune  of  the  day,** 
■ays  my  last  author,  ^^  may  be  better  ascribed  to  the  service 
^  of  the  English  and  Scots,  by  comparing  this  charge  near 
<'  Rimenant,  i  where  the  English  and  Scots  were  in  great 
numbers,  with  the  like  charge  g^ven  by  don  John,  half  a 
year  before  at  Gremblours,  where  the  success  was  con- 
trary ;  there  being  at  that  time  but  a  handful  of  English 
and  Scots,  and  they  put  into  confusion  by  their  owp 
«  horses '.'  ^ 

Soon  after,  a  prospect  presented  itself  for  Ralegh  to  try 
his  fortune  in  another  element ;  for  his  brother  sir  Hum- 
phrey Gilbert,  having  now  newly  obtained  a  patent  of  the 
queen  to  plant  and  inhabit  some  northern  parts  of  America, 
impossessed  by  any  prince  with  whom  she  was  in  alliance, 
soon  engaged  Ralegh,  upon  his  return  into  England,  who 
was  always  ready  to  grasp  at  everyHSccasion  that  might  re- 
putably advance  his  fortune  or  his  knowledge,  to  embark  in 
this  adventure.  For  though  the  coasts  from  the  cape  of 
Florida  northwards,  to  the  isles  now  called  the  Newfound- 

^  Lord  Bacon's  Discourse  of  War.  '  Ibid. 
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kads,  had  been  belbte  dMoo^cred  bj  Jehu  Cabot  the  fiilhav 
with  Sebastian  and  Sonctiis  his  scms^  both  EnglishoMQ 
born,  through  the  authority  and  expense  of  king  Heniy 
the  Sevonh ;  yet  there  wanted  not  only  mofe  inland  ra> 
searches  and  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  but  the  very 
trade  and  connnerce  with  Newfoundland  was  very  slothfiilly 
neglected,  even  since  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  <;  for 
our  merchants  and  adventurers  in  his  time  enriched  this  na- 
tion conaderaUy  from  their  fishery  in  those  parts,  as  ap- 
pears by  that  act^,  wherein  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  ex- 
actioD  of  any  doles  or  taxes  from  them  by  the  officers  of  the 
admiralQr,  that  they  mi^t  not  be  discouraged  from  the 
merchandise  of  fish,  but  transpcnrt  it  mcse  jdentifolly  into 
die  realm,  and  at  more  reasonable  rates.  Now  Gilbert 
having,  as  I  said,  procured  an  ample  oommisnon  to  r^ 
possess  these  advantages  with  improvement,  by  pierang 
more  effectually  into  the  bowels  erf  those  tracts  which  ex- 
tend immensely  into  the  north  from  thirty,  or  rather  twenty- 
five  degrees  of  septentrional  latitude,  many  gentlemen  of 
good  account  resorted  to  him,  among  whom  we  shall  find 
his  broths  Ralegh  to  be  one ;  so  that  from  these  prepara- 
tions was  expected  a  potent  fieet  Nerertheless,  among 
audi  variety  o!  volunteers,  dispositions  were  various ;  which 
in  the  end  Inred  division,  and  even  oonf  iinon  at  the  attempt : 
for,  after  the  ship^nng  was  by  degrees  prepared,  and  the 

■  And  periiapi   before  them  bv  I^etters,  toL  a.  n*.  54. 

Madoc  ap  Owen  Gayoeth,  a  Britiih  '  And  yet  within  foor  yean  before 

frittceyWDoisMidintbeWelahChro-  air  Hompbrey  Gilbert  obt^ned  fab 

Bidea  to  bn^e  transported  himaelf  patent,  there  reaorted  to  the  coaala  of 

and  aome  colonies  to  these  parts  about  Newfoundland  Ibr  fish  aboot  fif^ 

the  year  1 1 70,  where  he  named  sere-  aail  of  EngUab,  abore  a  hundred  ami 

ral  of  the  places  and  productions  after  of  Spaniaids  for  cod,  and  thirty  more 

tiie  language  of  his  own  country,  fhmi  Biscay  fbrwfaale  to  make  tr^ft- 

vfaich  remain  totlds  day  ;  as  the  fruH  ml ;  about  fifty  sail  of  Portngueat; 

called  Guynethf  from  his  own  name ;  and  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  sail 

and  the  bird  called  Rengwin,  which  of  the  Frendi  and  Bretaigns.    BC)r 

is  W^ah  for  whiu^head,  wberoot^  author  obsenres,  that  the  trade  our 

from  the  abundance  of  the  birds  so  nation  had  then  to  Iceland  was  the 

marked,  there  is  an  island  still  so  reason  the  English  were  not  there  in 

called :  and  many  other  Wdsh  words  such  numbers  as  other  natSona.   See 

they  have  In  use.    See  air  George  Ant.  Parkhnrst's  letter  in  Haklnyi» 

Feddiam*t  Report  of  the  disoorery  vol.  3.  p.  13a. 

and  poasesBion  of  NewfbandlaDd,  in  •  Ann.  a.  Edrardi  Scsti. 
Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  p.  173.  and  Howel's 


as  THE  LIFE  OF 

men  ready  to  go  aboard;  some  disagreeing  in  opinion,  some 
Bhrinking  at  obedience,  and  others  failing  of  their  promisn 
and    engagements;    the   greater    number   were    dispersed, 
leaving  the  general,  with  a  few  only  of  his  assured  friends. 
*•  However,  with  these  he  ventured  to  sea ;  where,  haying 
**  tasted  of  no  less  misfortune,  he  was  shortly  after  driven 
***  to  retire  home  with  the  loss  of  a  tail  ship ;  and,  more  to  his 
*'  grief,  of  a  valiant  gentleman  named  Miles  Morgan  "." 
Now  this  misfortune  at  sea,  and  loss  of  a  ship  with  that 
valiant  gentleman,  I  have  not  only  reason  to  believe  was  by 
a  sharp  encounter  they  had  with  the  Spaniards,  however 
tenderly  touched  at  that  time,  perhaps  to  avoid  their  triumph, 
by  my  author  before  referred  to ;  but  that  Ralegh  was  in 
this  very  engagement,  and  his  life  in  great  danger  thereby. 
For  there  is  another  author,  wliu,  in  his  address  to  him  be- 
foremcntioned,  tells  him,  that  after  his  return  from  his  land 
services,  having  g^ned  suflident  knowledge  and  experience 
therein,  "  to  the  end  that  you  might  be  every  way  able  to 
Ber\-e  your  prince  and  commonwealth,"  says  he,  "  you  were 
desirous  to  be  acquwnted  with  maritimal  affairs:  iben 
you,  together  with  your  brother  s'u  Humphrey  Gilbert, 
travelled  the  seas  for  tlie  search  of  such  countries,  as,  if 
they  had  then  been  discovered,  infinite  commodities  in 
sundry  respects  would  have  ensued;  and  whereof  there 
was  no  doubt,  if  the  fleet  then  accompanying  you  had, 
according  to  appointment,  followed  you  ;  or  yourself  had 
escaped   the   dangerous   sea-fight,  when  manv  of  yotir 
company  was  sldn,  and  your  ships  therewith  also  sore 
battered  and  disabled  ■."     This  unfortunate   adventure 
cannot,  I  think,  be  confounded  with  that  second  attempt 
upon  Newfoundland,  made  afterwards  by  these  two  bro- 
thers, because  from  this  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  never  re- 
turned, as  we  shall  hear ;  besides,  the  course  of  this  voyage 
is  so  particularly  recorded,  that  we  may  affirm  no  sea-fight, 

'  Csfitxin  Ed*>rd   H*y«'(  report  Loud.  1600.  p.  i(n- 
ol  air  Humphnrj'  Gilbert's  loyatcc  to         "Hooker' 11  EjiistleDcdinlory  Iub'u 

NewrauDillniid,  &c.  m  Ricliuril  Hnk-  WnJlcr  Kalcgli  brfoiv  liii  translation 

Mm  C61I*«6ii'&f"Vo»Wi.  St.'tf  *nd  MwltwftilSon  flf tbc  t*l«««h'Wf 
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or  any  such  desertion  of  adventurers,  happened  therein  ;■ 
and  as  we  know  how  to  account  for  a  good  part  of  Ralegfa^s 
time,  till  that  second  attempt  was  more  notoriously  made; 
so  we  may  from  thence,  and  the  delays  aforesaid,  be  able  to 
compute  that  this  first  happened  in  1579;  for  I  have  at 
last  found  the  fleet  was  preparing,  but  not  set  out,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  foregoing  summer  7. 

This  ill  success  kept  hot  these  adventurers  iong  abroad ; 
and  now  new  disturbances  broke  out  which  called  for  men 
of  experience  in  war  at  home.  For  the  first  dart  of  any  con- 
sequence which  was  thrown  from  Spain  or  Rome  updn  Ire- 
land being  in  1580,  we  shall  then  find  Ralegh  among  that 
body  of  his  countrymen  which  effectually  broke  its  force, 
and  shielded  off  the  mischief  wherewith  it  would  otherwise 
have  galled  that  kingdom.  For  as  to  the  invasion  of 
Thomas  Studey,  two  years  before,  it  blew  over  into  Africa; 
where  that  meteor  of  ostentation  and  tool  of  ambitious 
princes  fell  in  the  plains  of  Alcazar,  and  with  royal  com- 
pany expired.  But  now  that  James  Fitz-Morris  of  the 
Greraldine  family  was  come  over ',  and  not  long  after  San 
Josepho,  under  the  pope^s  banner,  with  Spanish  and  Italian 
forces,  to  assist  the  Desmond,  in  the  Munster  rebellion, 
and  had  landed  in  three  ships  at  Smerwick  in  Kerry;  where 
having  built  a  fort,  which  they  called  Fort  del  Ore,  and  re- 
fortified  it  with  the  ^benedictions  of  Allen,  an  Irish,  and 
Sanders,  an  English  Jesuit;  the  Irish  rebels  under  sir 
James  and  sir  John,  brothers  to  the  earl  of  Desmond,  soon 
resorted  thither  to  join,  as  the  English  forces  also  did  to 
disperse  them.  Their  dbips  were  soon  taken  by  Thomas 
Courtenay,  a  Devonshire  gentleman;  and  Fitz-Morris  him- 


^  Tliere  is  an  old  dramatic  per- 
formance, (lately  imparted  to  me  by 
Mr.  Theobald,)  entitled.  The  History 
of  Promos  and  Cassandra,  written 
by  George  Whetstone,  gent,  who,  in 
his  Dedication  thereof  to  W.  Fleete- 
wood,  esq.  recorder  of  London,  ex- 
presses himself  '*  resolved  to  ac- 
**  company  that  excellent  captain, 
**  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  in  this  ho- 
**  Donrable  royage  :  and  concludes 


«  with  his  prayers  that  God  would 
'*  preserve  him  in  it,  29  July  1578." 
•  About  the  beginning  of  July 
1579,  says  Hooker,  in  his  Supply  of 
the  Irish  Chron.-fol.  154.  and  bishop 
Carleton,  in  his  Thankful  Remem- 
brance of  God's  Mercy  :  being  an 
historical  collection  of  the  deU- 
verances  in  church  and  state,  from 
the  beginning  of  queen  Elisabeth, 
4tD.  1624.  p.  38. 
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aelf,  for  a  prey  he  had  made  of  some  gantons  and  other 
cattle,  was  by  sir  William  Burk  and  his  sons  soon  slaioy 
and  his  quarters  exposed  at  Kilmallock.  The  next,  whose 
fiite  drew  on,  was  sir  James  Desmond ;  who,  on  the  fourth 
of  August  in  the  above-mentioned  year,  having  made  an 
inroad  upon  Muskerry,  and  taken  a  great  booty  from  sir 
Cormac  Mac  Teige,  sheriff  of  Cork ;  the  said  sheriff  mak- 
ing head  against  him,  recovered  the  booty,  wounded  sir 
James  mortally,  and  took  him  prisoner.  In  that  condition 
he  was  kept,  till  by  letters  from  the  lord  justice,  named  sbr 
William  Pelham,  and  the  council,  he  was  deliva-ed  to  sir 
Warham  Sentleger,  then  provost-marshal  of  Munster,  and 
i  captaio  to  Captain  Ralegh ;  and,  according  to  the  commission  di- 
f  ireUod*  rected  to  them,  he  was  examined,  indicted,  arraigned ;  and 
then,  upon  judgment,  drawn,  hanged,  and  quartered ;  and 
his  head  and  limbs  impaled  upon  the  city  gates  of  Coi^, 
for  a  terror  to  his  associates,  and  a  prey  for  the  fowls  of  the 
air.  Thus  the  pestilent  hydra  of  this  rebellion  lost  another 
of  his  heads  ^ :  and  this  is  the  first  appearance  we  meet  with 
of  Ralegh  in  Ireland  ^ :  enough  to  shake  the  report  of  those 
who  say  he  was  a  militia  there  S  <^  had  his  first  commis- 
sion from  Arthur  lord  Grey,  baron  of  Wilton ;  though  in- 
deed under  him  we  shall  find  the  greatest  part  of  Rale^^s 
services  in  this  kingdom  performed:  for  that  lord  came 
over  deputy  oi  Ireland  on  the  twelfth  oi  August  aforesaid ; 
but  the  sword  was  not  resigned  to  him  by  the  lord  justice 
Pelham  Ull  a  month  after  ^. 

This  lord  Grey  was  reputed  a  warm  and  sanguine  man, 
somewhat  wanting  among  the  Irish  perhaps  in  Julius  Agti- 
eola^s  quahfication,  who  knew  how  to  temper  what  was  ne- 
cessary in  his  government  of  the  Britons  with  what  was 
agreeable:  for  the  English  governor  is  thought  to  have 
been  so  zealous  of  a  healthy  constitution,  as  scarcely  to  re- 
fiain  from  scarifying  the  parts  which  were  sound,  that  he 

•  The  lord  justice's  letter  Id  the  shed,  foL  168. 

queen,  in  commendation  of  this  ser-  «  Fragmenta  RegaHa. 

vice,  dated  is  August,  15S0.  *  History  of  Ireland,  bj  Richard 

^  Hooker's  Supply  of  the  Irish  Cox,  esq.  16S9.  fol.366,  Ac. 
Chronicles,  in  the  ad  fol.  of  HoHn- 
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migfat  be  sure  of  dealing  awmy  those  which  weie  infected ; 
and  gave  some  proofe  he  agreed  in  the  sentiment  of  a  suc- 
ceeding deputy,  that  the  Irish  were  like  nettles,  suie  to 
make  those  smart  who  gently  handled  them ;  but  must  be 
crushed  to  prevent  stinging.     His  first  expedition  against 
the  Obrines,  whom  he  is  thought  to  have  attacked  rashly  to 
his  disadvantage  in  their  woods  and  fastnesses  before  be  was 
sworn,  lost  him  some  credit,  and  several  brave  English  oS- 
cers.     But.  the  chief  commander  in  these  parts  at  this  time 
was  the  earl  of  Ormond,  soon  after  governor  of  Munster,  a 
man  of  such  loyalty,  as  to  have  reduced  his  rebellious 
brothers  to  all^;iance ;  and  of  such  courage,  as  constantly 
partaking  in  every  danger  with  his  own  soldiers,  made  him 
much  beloved  by  all  his  adherents;  while  his  apparent  omi- 
tempt  thereby  of  that  danger  gained  him  no  less  fear  from 
all  his  adversaries.     He,  on  the  other  side,  bending  his 
course  against  the  foreign  enemy,  encamped  his  army  at 
Tralegh,  within  ken  of  the  Spanish  fort  aforesaid :  here- 
upon many  of  those  invaders  didodged,  whom  the  earl  va- 
liantly engaged,  slaying  some,  and  taking  others  prisoners ; 
the  rest  fiew  to  the  coverts  of  Glaningell.    The  prisoners  he 
took  confessed  their  force  was  not  above  seven  hundred 
strong ;  but  that  they  had  brought  arms  and  ammunition 
for  five  thousand  natives,  besides  a  mass  of  money  for  the 
Desmonds  and  Dr.  Sanders,  and  daily  expected  farther  sup- 
plies from  Rome ;  for  it  was  absolutely  determined  by  the 
pope  and  king  Philip  to  make  a  complete  conquest  of  Ire- 
land, and  England  besides ;  nay,  so  confident  they  seemed 
of  success,  if  we  can  credit  the  assertion  of  an  author  who 
was  this  year  in  Spain,  that  his  holiness  had  provided  a  cha- 
Hce  to  drink  the  queen  of  England's  precious  blood  c,  says 
he,  as  soon  as  she  should  be  made  a  sacriBce.     Now  after 
the  aforesaid  defeat,  about  three  hundred  of  the  enemy 
having  made  thdr  way  back  to  the  fort,  the  earl  followed 
them  close,  and  encamped  at  Dingle :  but  wanting  ammu- 
nition for  a  battery,  was  forced  to  retire.     And,  finding 

•  Geo.  ^lietstooe'ii  English  Mirror,     4to.  1 5^6.  p.  1 54- 
Sic  dcAcmted    to  queen   Elizubeth, 
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himself  of  unequal  force  to  withstand  another  sally  the  Spa- 
niards made,  returned  to  join  the  deputy  at  Rakele ;  who 
having  now  about  eight  hundred  horse  and  foot  with  him, 
under  the  conduct  of  captain  Ralegh,  Zouch,  Denny,  Mack- 
worth,  and  others,  decamped  and  marched  up  towards  the 
fort.  But  Ralegh,  who  had  observed  it  to  be  the  custom  of 
the  Irish  kerns,  upon  any  dislodgment  of  the  English 
camp,  to  flock  in  parties  thither,  and  glean  away  whatever 
they  saw  left  behind,  lingered,  and  lay  in  ambush  to  re- 
Surpritet  ceive  them.  They  came  accordingly  with  their  wonted 
kerns^  at  Constancy  and  greediness ;  but  in  the  midst  of  their  prowling, 
R^eic.  Ralegh  fell  upon  tKem  so  advantageously,  that  he  enclosed 
them  all  with  his  men,  and  took  every  rebel  upon  the  spot, 
who  was  not  slain  in  reastance.  Among  them  there  was 
dne  laden  with  withies,  who  being  demanded.  What  he  in- 
tended to  have  done  with  them?  boldly  answered,  "To 
"  have  hung  up  the  English  churls.""  "  Well,""  said  Ralegh ; 
"but  they  shall  now  serve  for  an  Irish  kern :^  so  com- 
manded him  to  be  immediately  tucked  up  in  one  of  his  own 
neckbands;  and  dealt  with  the  rest  of  these  robbers  and 
murderers  according  to  their  deserts  f.  We  read  of  another 
Irish  rebel,  but  of  greater  rank,  named  Brian  O  Rourk ; 
who  being  afterwards  to  suffer  at  the  gallows,  shewed  great 
concern  that  it  was  to  be  by  the  common  halter ;  and  ear- 
nestly petitioned,  not  for  pardon,  or  preservation  of  his  life, 
but  that  they  would  change  the  instrument  of  his  death, 
and  instead  of  a  rope,  to  let  him  take  his  swing  in  a  withy : 
but  being  asked.  Why  he  insisted  upon  such  an  insignifi- 
cant distinction  ?  he  answered,  "  It  was  a  distinction  had 
"  been  paid  to  his  countrymen  before  him.""  I  remember 
lord  Bacon  ingeniously  applies  this  example  to  illustrate 
the  force  or  tyranny  of  custom  5. 

While  the  lord  deputy  lay  before  the  fort,  there  arrived 
in  the  bay  of  Smerwick  vice-admiral  Bingham  and  soon 
after  sir  William  Winter,  admiral  of  the  fleet,  with  fresh 
supplies.     Hereupon  the  lord  deputy  resolved  to  besiege  the 

''Hooker's  Supply,  &c.  fol.  107,  &c.         *  Lord  Brood's  Essays. 
Cox*s  History  of  Ireland,  fol.  376. 
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fort  by  land,  while  the  admiral  should  batter  it  by  sea. 
But  first  the  Spaniards  were  summoned  to  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion. They  answered,  **  They  were  sent,  some  from  the 
*^  hcdy  father,  who  had  given  that  realm  to  king  Philip ; 
**  and  some  from  that  king,  who  was  to  recover  this  land  to 
^  the  church  of  Rcnne,  which  by  her  maje8ty''s  means  was 
**  become'  schismatical  and  excommunicate ;  therefor^  in 
short,  were  obliged  to  retain  what  they  had,  and  recover 
what  they  could  ^.^  Nor  did  they  omit  the  advantage 
they  thought  this  parley  would  produce  of  6nding  the 
English  unguarded,  to  make  a  sally  upon  them ;  but  they 
were  so  disappointed,  through  the  vigilance  and  valour  of 
Ralegh's  company  and  that  of  captain  Denny,  that  such  as 
were  not  left  dead  behind  were  forced  to  retreat  with  more 
baste  than  good  speed.  The  culverins  and  other  pieces  ot 
ordnance  being  now  landed,  and  a  large  mountainous  bank 
laboriously  cut  through,  for  the  carriages  to  pass  to  the 
place  convenient  for  planting  them,  the  deputy  is  said,  by 
my  author  Hooker,  to  have  given  the  enemy  another  sum- 
mons by  cannon-shot  to  surrender,  and  receive  mercy  *.  But 
they  answered  as  before:  thereupon  the  artillery  was  ordered  Bctieget 
to  attack  the  fort  both  by  land  and  water.  Ilalegh,  as  the  (^^ 
same  historian  records,  commanded  the  first  three  days  after 
the  opening  of  the  trenches;  and  assaulted  the  fort  so 
roughly  from  his  battery,  that  he  Torced  the  Spaniards  to 
several  excursions;  but  they  skirmished  so  warily,  and 
hived  again  so  nimbly,  that  there  was  no  closing  with  them 
effectually.  The  fourth  day  was  commanded  by  Zouch, 
under  whom  a  tall  proper  gentleman,  named  John  Cheke, 
the  son  of  a  knight  well  known  among  the  learned  for  his 
writings,  venturing  so  near  the  fort  as  to  look  over  the  pa- 
rapet, paid  his  life  for  his  curiosity ;  being  observed  by  a 
Spaniard,  who  levelled  his  piece,  and  brought  him  to  the 
ground.  But  now  the  trenches  for  the  full  battery  were 
drawn  so  near  the  Spaniards,  and  the  English  played  their 
cannon  so  ftiriously  and  incessantly  upon  them  from  every 

k  Hookcr't  Supply,  fol.  1 7 1 .  '  Idem,  ibid. 
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nde,  that  the  enemy  began  to  fear,  somewhat  propheticiHT,  ] 
what  they  had  built  for  a  garrison  would  prove  their  tnonu- 
i  ment,  and  ihey  should  be  buried  alive  in  the  ruins  of  it. 
Therefore,  finding  no  succours  arrive,  they  beat  a  parley, 
I  and  hung  out  the  white  flag,  crying  out,  Mmricordia,  mi- 
[  Mcrkordla.  But  the  lord  deputy  would  not  listen  to  any 
treaty  with  the  confederates  of  traitors  and  rebels;  no,  ikK 
BO  much  as  to  iheir  departure  with  bag  and  baggage,  or 
free  passage  to  any  one  particular  ]>erson ;  nothing  but  an 
absolute  surrender.  And  as  for  mercy,  which  Hooker  be- 
fore intimates  to  have  been  offered  on  proviso  of  their  timely 
submission,  we  find  by  Edmund  Spenser,  who  was  then  se- 
cretary to  the  lord  deputy,  and  upon  the  very  spot,  that 
I  his  lordship  never  gave  the  Spaniards  any  hopes  of  it.  For 
*■«  this  author  writes,  "  When  first  their  secretary  seignior 
I  **  Jeffrey,  an  Italian,  was  sent  to  treat  with  the  lord  deputy 
I  "  for  grace,  he  was  flatly  refused  it;  and  afterwards,  whea 
I  "  their  colonel,  named  don  Sebastian,  came  forth  to  en- 
*'  treat  that  they  might  part  with  tlieir  arms  like  soldiers, 
"  and  at  least  be  spared  their  lives,  according  to  the  cus- 
"  torn  of  war  and  law  of  nations ;  it  was  strongly  denied 
"  him,  and  told  him  by  the  lord  deputy  himself,  that  they 
'*  could  not  justly  plead  eitlier  custom  of  war  or  law  of  oa- 
*'  tions,  for  that  they  were  not  any  lawful  enemies;  and  if 
**  they  were,  he  insisted  upon  their  shewing  by  what  com- 
"  mission  ihey  came  thither,  into  another  prince's  dominions, 
"  to  war?  And  when  ihey  said  they  had  none  to  prodtice, 
"  but  were  only  adventurers,  that  came  to  seek  fortune 
"  abroad,  and  to  serve  in  wars  among  the  Irish,  who  de- 
"  sired  to  entertain  them;  it  was  then  answered,  that  the 
*'  Irish  themselves,  as  the  earl  and  John  of  Desmond,  with 
"  the  rest,  were  no  lawful  enemies,  but  rebels  and  traitors ; 
"  and  therefore  ihey  who  came  lo  succour  them,  no  better 
"  than  rogues  and  runagates;  especially  coming  with  no 
*'  licence  or  commission  from  their  own  king:  wherefore  it 
"  would  be  dishonourable  for  him,  in  the  name  of  his  queen, 
"  to  condition,  or  make  any  terms  with  such  rascals.  So 
"  left  to  their  choice,  whether  they  would  yield  themselves, 
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or  not^.'"  Then  the  said  ccdood  dBd  abaolutdj  yield 
himself,  the  fort,  with  aO  therein ;  and  crsml  oofy  mercjr, 
whidi  it  was  not  thought  good  (says  my  said  audior)  to 
shew  them. 

For  after  the  lord  deputy  had  by  captain  Jaqoes  Wing^ 
field,  master  >of  the  ordnance,  discovered  they  were  in  ear- 
nest ;  that  they  had  jrielded,  and  surrendered  the  ibrt,  on 
the  ninth  of  Noyember  i,  Ralegh  and  Mackworth,  who  had 
the  ward  of  that  day,  first  entered  the  castle,  and,  with  their] 
companies,  made  a  great  slaughter;  so  that  except  ooe' 
Iridi  nobleman,  who  was  reprieved ;  another  Irishman,  and 
an  Englidiman,  who  were  sent  to  puUic  execution ;  except 
also  San  Josepho  the  Spanish  commander,  and  his  camp- 
master,  with  a  few  Spanish  officers,  who  were  sent  piiaoiicgi 
into  En^and,  and  reserved  for  ransom ;  aO  the  invaders, 
between  four  and  five  hundred,  were,  accordii^  to  the  de- 
puty^s  poflitive  command,  put  to  the  sword ;  and  the  country  pmb  tk* 
was  thus  weeded  of  these  noxious  foreigners.     As  fcr  Ra-^^T* 
legh,  he  never  was  taxed,  that  I  can  learn,  with  any  cruelty  ■■oA 
upon  this  account,  more  than  Mackworth,  or  the  rest  of  the     . 
officers:   but  notwithstanding  it  was  afterwards  alleged, 
that  the  English  army  there  was  not  enough  to  keep  the 
enemy  all  prisoners,  and  ready  to  mutiny  for  want  of  dieir 
provisions  out  of  the  fort ;  or  that  the  En^ish  expected 
hourly  assaults  from  the  Irish  rebels,  more  than  fifteen 
hundred  at  hand  ™ ;  or  fresh  oppoation  from  Spain,  three 
thousand  carbines  bring  in  readiness  to  come  over°;  or 
that  they  had  not  barks  enough  to  transport  their  prisoners 
into  England ;  or  that  an  article  in  the  deputy^s  instructions 
themselves  was  to  **  shorten  the  war  by  effectual  prosecu- 
^  tions<^;^  queen  Elizabeth  did  afterwards  expiess  much 
dissatisfaction  at  this  decisive  conduct  in  the  snd  lord  de- 
puty. 

k  Spenser's  View  of  tbe  State  of  Ire-  leetion  of  Defiverances,  p.  48.    Aad 

land;  inteUste^tionofhisworiu,  Lord  Bacon's  Disoonne  of  War. 

Tol.d.  tsaw.F.1611.  "    George    WhetHooe's    Eogfish 

I  Slow'iCSirDaicktn  ftatyear.  Mirror,  p.  157. 
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Ralegh,  an  Hooker  goes  on,  was  quartered  this  winter 
at  Cork  ;  where  lie  ol)8er\e<i  the  seditious  practices  of  David 
lord  Barry,  Patrick  Condon,  and  other  ringleaders  of  the 
rebellion  in  those  parts,  to  distress  so  intolerably  those  sub- 
jects who  were  peacefully  inclined,  and  foment  the  disaf- 
fected to  an  insurrection,  that  he  was  forced  to  take  a  jour- 
ney in  person  to  the  lord  deputy  at  Dublin  P;  where  he  re- 
monstrated the  dangerous  consequences  he  foresaw,  so  ur- 
gently, that,  the  case  being  taken  into  consideration  by  hir 
lordship  and  the  council,  they  returned  him  with  a  full  cora- 
misQon  to  enter  upon  the  castle  called  Barry-Court,  with 
'  all  other  lands  of  the  said  Darry ;  and  to  reduce  him  lo 
peace  and  subjection,  by  such  means  as  he  judged  most 
feasible;  appointing  him  for  his  farther  enablement  a  party 
of  horse.  In  the  iiitepiin,  such  measures  were  used  with 
those  in  authority  at  Cork,  that  the  commistuon  proved  of 
little  effect;  but  though  the  said  estate  of  Barry-More  was 
made  over  to  the  mother  of  David  Barry,  and  only  rented 
to  the  son ;  and  though  it  was  his  principal  seat ;  yet  partly 
in  fear  of  that  commission,  partly  through  spite  and  indig- 
nation, he  burnt  the  castle  himself  to  the  ground,  and 
wasted  the  country  about  it  with  greater  outrage  and  de- 
struction, than  his  enemies,  had  they  taken  it,  would  have 
dune.  Moreover,  as  Ralegh  was  on  his  journey  back  to  his 
quarters,  an  old  rebel  of  Barry's  faction,  named  Filz-Ed- 
monds,  who  was  seneschal  of  Imokelly,  lay  in  wait  to  set 
upon  and  seize  him,  with  a  party  of  horse  and  some  kerns, 
at  a  ford  through  which  he  was  to  pass  between  Yougall 
and  Cork:  some  historians  call  the  place  Corabbyi.  Ra- 
legh was  much  inferior  in  number,  being,  at  bis  setting  out, 
accompanied  but  with  six  men,  and  they  scattered  behind 
when  he  approached  the  ford.    Here  Fitz-Edmonds  and  his 

*  Spenser,  in  bia  Viev  of  Irelnnd.  hide  of  Icitlieri  irhirb,  brlnf;  pitssrd 

£vti  i/aam  politic^]  reiisoD*  why  the  or  troit  upon  only  on  one  gulc,  tlw 

rd  deiHity's  Kat  af  raideuce  bul  diititnt   [larU   will    rise,  bat  in    ttw 

better  be  mure  in  Ibe  middle  of  Ihr  (rntre,  Veepi,  all  jiarta  dovD. 

kinitdom  Iban  at  Dublin:  ngreenble  •>  Coi'b  Hiatory  of  Ireland,  p. 36;. 
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crew  sallied  from  their  ambuscade,  and  crossed  him,  to  op- 
pose his  passage,  whom  Ralegh  manfully  encountered  and 
defeated,  or  at  least  broke  through  them,  so  that  he  gotiMcsu 
clear  over  the  river  ^.  But  one  of  his  company,  Mr.  Henry  ^^' 
Moyle,  following,  dther  took  a  part  too  deep  and  unford* 
able,  or  plunged  into  a  quick-spring ;  or  his  horse,  other- 
wise foundering,  threw  him  down  in  the  middle  of  it ;  where, 
between  fear  of  drowning  and  being  taken  by  the  enemies, 
he  called  out  to  Ralegh  for  help^  who,  though  he  had 
escaped  both  dangers,  yet  incurred  them  again  to  save  his 
compamon^s  life.  But  Moyle,  in  haste  and  confusion  re- 
mounting, overleaped  his  horse,  and  fell  down  on  the  other 
side  into  a  deep  mire,  where  he  might  have  been  stifled, 
had  not  R^^h  recovered  him  a  second  time,  and  brought  Sa^et  hit 
him  safe  to  land;  but  his  horse  run  over  to  the  rebels •. '^"^ '**^' 
Ral^h  waited  on  the  opponte  bank,  with  his  staffs  in  one 
hand  and  a  pistol  in  the  other,  for  the  rest  of  his  company 
who  were  yet  to  cross  the  river ;  among  whom  was  his  ser^ 
vant  Jenkin,  who  had  two  hundred  pounds  of  his  money  in 
charge ;  a  sum  in  those  days  enough  to  make  a  soldier  of 
fortune  in  these  drcumstances  look  about  him ;  especially 
now  the  seneschal  had  got  a  recruit  of  twelve  men,  and  was 
in  all  above  twenty  strong  against  him.  Yet  this  hero,  as 
his  party  called  him,  when  he  beheld  Ralegh  stand  his 
ground,  and  the  rest  of  his  company  advance,  whom  he 
possibly  thought  might  be  of  greater  number  than  they 
were,  only  exchanged  a  few  rough  words  with  him,  and 
thought  it  best  to  oiFer  no  further  molestation.  Not  long 
after,  there  being  a  parley  between  the  earl  of  Ormond  and 
the  rebels,  where  the  seneschal  beginning  to  vaunt  of  his 
own  exploits,  Ralegh,  who  was  present,  charged  him  openly 
with  flat  cowardice,  as  having  lately  twenty  to  one  on  his 
ride,  and  durst  not  encounter  him  alone.  One  of  the  rebels 
own  comrades  pretended  an  unwonted  diflidence  in  their 

»  Gw'i  History  of  Ireland,  fol.  367.  so  long  or  clumsily  made ;  for  being 

•  Hooker's  Supply,  fol.  1 73.  headed  at  one  end  with  a  sharp  point 

*  These  staves  were  not  short,  like  or  pile  of  iron,  they  might  be  uaed 
tnmdicons,  bnt  radier  like  poles,  or  for  defence  or  offence,  either  as 
watermen's   stretchers,  though    not  quarter-sUvea  or  spears. 
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champion  upon  that  rencounter ;  but  gave  confident  as- 
surances he  would  never  be  so  remiss  again  upon  any  like 
occasion.  This  so  chafed  the  earl  of  Omiond,  that  he 
challenged  the  seneschal,  with  sir  John  Desmond,  and  any 
four  they  would  nominate,  to  meet  himself,  captain  Ralegh, 
and  four  more  whuoi  they  would  bring,  ai  the  place  afore- 
said ;  wliere  they  would  pass  the  great  river  to  them,  and 
there,  two  to  two,  four  to  four,  or  six  to  six,  fight  and  de- 
termine the  point  in  debate  between  tlieni ;  but  no  answer 
was  then  returned :  wherefore  the  white  knight,  named 
Fitz-Gibbon,  was  afterwards  sent  to  him  with  a  repetition 
of  the  challenge  ;  but  the  rebels  then  absolutely  refused  it. 
Soon  after  the  earl  of  Oniiond  departed  from  his  long  and 
wearisome  services  here  to  England,  about  the  spring  of  the 
year  1581.  His  government  of  Munster  was  given  to  cap- 
_  tun  Ralegh,  in  commission  widi  sir  Wilham  lUorgan  and 
captain  Piers.  Ralegh  lay  for  the  most  part  at  Lismore ; 
and,  in  the  country  and  woods  thereabouts,  spent  all  this 
summer  iu  continual  action  against  the  rebels  ". 

Then  Ralegh  removed,  with  his  httle  band  of  fourscore 
foot  and  eight  horse,  to  his  old  quarters  at  Cork;  but  re- 
ceiving intelhgence  by  the  way,  that  die  arch-traitor  Barry 
was  at  Clove,  with  several  hun<lred  men,  he  resolved  to  pass 
through  that  town,  and  offer  him  the  combat.  Accordingly 
St  the  town's  end  be  met  Harry  and  his  forces,  whom  Ra- 
legh charged  witli  great  bravery,  and  put  him  to  flight. 
As  he  pursued  his  journey,  he  overtook  another  company 
of  the  enemy  in  a  plain,  by  a  wood-side;  upon  whom,  hav- 
ing only  six  horsemen  with  him,  expecting  probably  his 
company  would  soon  join  him,  he  gave  the  onset;  but  the 
rebels,  who  were  in  much  greater  number,  being  cut  off 
from  die  wood,  and  having  no  other  relief,  faced  about, 
and  fought  very  desperately,  killing  five  of  the  horses  be- 
longing to  Ralegh's  company,  whereof  his  own  was  one, 
■nd  he  himself  very  near  being  overborne  by  the  numbers 
upon  him,  had  not  his  trusty  servant  Nicholas  Wright,  a 
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rlcBfaire  mao,  interposed ;  who,  perceiving  his  maater'i 
K  so  Diorially  wounded  with  darts,  aad  pluDging  paat 
recoverVi  encountered  ms  of  the  enemy  at  once,  and 
ed  one  of  them ;  while  another  of  his  fellow-servants,  h>ku«i 
led  Patrick  Fngaw,  rescued  Ralegh^  which  had  been "'■"^''" 
DnsiKcessfully  attempted  by  James  Fitz-Richard  and  his  mco 
1,  both  of  Ralegh's  company,  tliat  the  man  was  slain, 
the  master  very  near  the  same  fate.  Whereupon  Ra- 
i  would  not  suffer  Wright  to  fight  by  him  any  longer, 
ordered  him  "  to  charge  above-hand,  and  save  the  gen- 
nnan:'"  at  which  command  he  rushed  into  the  throng  of 
enemy,  despatched  the  antaj^nist  who  pressed  sorest 
a  Mr,  Fitz-Richard,  and  rescued  him.  In  this  sharp 
liah  there  were  many  of  the  rebels  slun,  and  two 
m  prisoners,  wliom  Ralegh  earned  with  him  to  Cork; 
while  he  lay  here,  he  performed  several  other  notable 
rices,  which  deserve  (says  my  author  Hooker)  to  be  for 
r  r^stered^. 
.Among  the  rest,  his  excellent  conduct  in  the  seizure  of 
lord  Roch  is  more  particutaj'ly  remembered  and  ap- 
uded.  This  nobleman,  being  much  suspected  to  hold 
dederacy  with  some  of  the  chief  rebels,  Ralegh  under- 
k  to  bring,  with  his  family,  before  the  earl  of  Ormond 
Cork.  But  the  design  of  this  hazardous  surprise  took 
among  tiie  enemy,  and  a  party  of  eight  hundred  men, 
Jer  Fitz-Edmonds  and  Barry,  were  gathered  to  waylay 
■  English  ciilier  going  or  coming.  However  Ralegh, 
iwing  the  lord  Roch  to  be  a  [wwerful  and  popular  man 
ODg  the  Irish,  so  suddenly  commanded  all  his  company 
be  in  readiness  by  eleven  o'cliM^k  that  night,  and  they 
e  10  punctual  to  the  hour,  that  he  directly  marched 
IV  to  Bally  in  Harsh,  which  was  Roch's  seat,  about 
nty  miles  from  Cork,  and  escaped  the  ambuscade.  H« 
red  therB  by  break  of  day;  but  the  townsmen  were  so 
toed,  that  they  soon  gathered  five  hundred  strong.  Ra- 
I  drew  up,  and  in  such  manner  bestowed  his  men  in  the 

•  Himkvr'ii  SHpplv.  fol.  i  J4 
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town  itaelf,  that  he  Eooik  quellixl  an<]  restrained  the  people 
there;  then  selecting  half  a  dozen  out  of  his  company, 
among  whom  were  Arthur  Barlow,  hereafter  to  be  spokeo 
of,  with  Nicholas  Wright  before  tneutioried,  and  having  of- 
pointed  another  little  party  to  follow  him,  he  marched  up 
to  the  casile.  He  was  met  by  three  or  four  of  Koch's  gen- 
tlemen, of  whom  he  desirwl  to  speak  with  their  lord  ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  on  condition  he  would  dismiss  three  or  four 
of  his  own  attendants;  to  which,  with  apparent  rcadine&s 
ho  complied  ;  but  so  contrived,  thai  none  of  them  were 
locked  out.  Then  he  gave  them  directions  which  way  the 
rest  also,  without  the  gates,  might  be  admitted,  whilst  he 
should  hold  the  lord  Itoch  in  discourse;  which  succeeded 
so  happily,  that  by  degrees  his  whole  complement  were  got 
within  the  court-yard ;  some  guarding  the  gates,  others 
watching  in  tlic  hall,  each  having  his  piece  toaden  with  a 
I  brace  of  balls.  The  lord  Roch  was  amazed  and  teriified  at 
"'so  ulent  and  insensible  a  seizure;  but,  disseinhling  his  un- 
easiness, he  would  needs  have  Ralegh,  and  the  gentlemen 
with  him,  participate  of  his  plentiful  table :  yet  the  policy 
of  his  hospitality  did  not  defeat  that  of  their  enterprise;  for, 
as  soon  as  the  dinner  was  over,  Ralegh  ingenuously  laid 
open  the  occasion  of  his  visit.  Lord  Roch  mode  many 
excuses,  and  in  the  end  absolutely  refused  to  go  along  witli 
him.  But  when  the  commission  was  produced,  and  he 
foimd  Ralegh  inflexible,  he  chose  to  do  that  by  consent, 
which  he  found  he  must  do  by  compulsion.  Then  Ralegh 
urged  him  to  oblige  his  townsmen  likewise,  who  had  so 
faithfully  risen  for  bis  defence  in  his  neighbourhood,  to 
escort  and  defend  him  in  his  journey ;  to  which  lord  Koch 
also  consented,  professing  he  doubted  not  but  to  clear  him- 
self of  whatever  allegations  shoidd  be  laid  to  his  charge. 
When  bis  lordship,  with  his  lady  and  attendance,  had  made 
themselves  ready,  Ralegh  was  for  another  nocturnal  pro- 
gress ;  but  though  the  night  fell  out  so  very  dark  and  tem- 
pestuous, and  the  ways  were  so  full  of  hills  and  dales,  rocks 
and  precipices,  that  many  of  bis  soldiers  were  much  bruised 
by  falls,  and  one  of  them  so  morticed  that  he  lost  his  life  in 
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the  march;  ytt  ihe  veil  wherewith  ihe  rest  were  sheltered 
by  that  obscurity  from  the  more  dangerous  ODibuscades  of 
their  enemy,  who  had  every  where  bestrewed  the  passages 
to  intercept  ihem,  made  such  sufficient  compensation  for 
those  disasters,  tliat  by  the  next  morning  early  he  safely 
presented  his  prisoners  to  the  general ;  not  without  raising 
an  universal  astonish iiient  at  his  dexterous  evasion  of  so 
many  perils.  But  the  lord  Roch,  upon  examination,  did 
make  his  words  good  ;  for  being  honourably  acquitted,  he 
approved  himself  a  faithful  subject  ever  after,  and  three  of 
his  sons  laid  down  their  lives  in  her  majesty's  service  y. 

In  ihe  month  of  August,  the  some  year,  the  lord  deputy 
made  the  aforesaid  capiain  Joiin  Zouch  govemor-of  Mun- 
ster,  with  whom  Ralegh  and  Dowdal  made  several  journeys 
to  settle  and  compose  the  country ;  but  the  certain  place  of 
their  residence  was  at  Cork,  And  when  Zouch,  with  Dow- 
dal, made  thai  secret  expedition,  in  which  he  lopped  oft'  tlie 
tJiird  branch  of  this  venomous  hydra,  sir  John  Desmond, 
whose  body  was  hung  by  the  heels  on  a  gibbet,  then  fixed 
on  the  gates  of  that  city,  and  his  head  sent  to  London,  he  Gon i 
left  the  government  of  Cork  to  Ralegh  '.  I  have  observed " 
this  service  against  that  sir  John  Desmond  to  have  hetn 
coniniemomted  by  Ralegh  himself  in  honour  of  Zouch, 
ihough  in  a  discourse  on  a  dtfterent  subject,  and  some  years 
after  his  deatli  • :  for  soon  after  his  return  with  the  lord  de- 
puty into  England,  he  was  killed  in  a  duel  by  one  of  his  in- 
timate friends :  and  tliis  I  remark  here,  as  somewhat  dis- 
proring  the  in»nuation  that  Zouch's  superior  preferment 
»hould  liave  nourished  any  such  discontent  in  Ralegh  ^,  as 
might  occasion  that  dispute  we  shall  hear  of  between  him 
and  the  brd  deputy  afterwards  in  England.  Nor  can  I  im- 
pute it  to  the  disbanding  his  company,  which  might  happen 
about  this  time ;  it  seeming  reasonable,  upon  the  alencc  of 
the  earl  of  Desmond,  the  slaughter  of  his  brothers,  and  the 

V  Bookn'i  Supply,  p.  174.  Diirt  1,  n.  i-ji. 

pi'*  HUtory  of  Irfliud,  p.  167. 
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■ubmission  Barry  bad  newly  niiule,  that  the  deputy,  think- 
ing Muoster  was  now  growing  quiet,  should  not  only  lessen 
tjie  queen's  expenses  there,  by  cashiering  several  companiea, 
and  discharging  many  garrisons,  which  he  did,  so  as  to  ha« 
for  the  whole  service  of  that  province  only  four  hundred 
foot  and  fifty  horse ;  but  that  in  the  command  of  these,  the 
senior  officers  should  be  continued.  However  it  was,  Ra- 
legli  appears  no  longer,  after  this  reduction,  in  the  wars  of 
Ireland  :  but  how  well  his  services  were  received  by  the 
queen,  and  liow  nobly  she  rewarded  him  for  them  after  the 
eart  of  Desmond  himself  was  slain,  we  shall  hear  when  we 
arrive  at  the  time  that  his  laige  possesions  came  to  Ite  di- 
vided among  tliose  who  had  assisted  in  quenching  the  flames 
of  his  rebellion. 

Ralegh  was  not  long  in  England,  before  his  relation  in 
some  degree  to  the  court  began  to  appear.     Tradition  hu 
industriously  ascribed  his  first  introduction  thither  to  a  piece 
of  gallantry,  wherewith  he  surprised  the  queen  accidentally  in 
one  of  her  walks.     "  Her  majesty  meeting,"  says  my  au- 
thor, "  with  a  plashy  place,  made  some  scruple  to  go  on ; 
when  Ral^h  (dressed  in  the  gay  and  genteel  habit  of 
those  limes)  presently  cast  off  and  spread  his  new  plush 
cloak  on  the  ground,  whereon  the  queen  trod  gently  over, 
rewarding  him  afterwards  with  many  suits  for  his  so  free  and 
seasonable  tender  of  so  fair  a  footcloth.    Thus  an  advan- 
tageous admission,"  says  he,  "  into  the  notice  of  a  prince 
is  vwre  than  Italfa  decree  to  preferment'^"     After  this, 
as  the  same  author  tells  us,  Raiegh  coming  to  court,  and 
finding  some  hopes  of  the  queen's  favour  reflecting  upon 
him,  he  wrote  in  a  glass  window,  obvious  to  her  eye. 
Fain  would  I  climb,  yet  fear  !  to  fell. 
Under  which  her  majesty  soon  after  wrote, 
If  thy  heart  fail  ihee.  climb  not  at  ail. 
No  romantic  air  that  may  appear   in  these  passages   has 
been  able  to  deny  them  a  redlal  by  several  serious  authors : 

•  PilIlM''sWnnhiF<or  GiiglaD<1,ft>1.  iMl.  in  Drron 
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and  iddeed  rt«der»  of  experienoe,  knowbg  how  often  an 
unuBual  compliment  or  artificial  bait  for  favour  catches  it 
before  the  moat  mdMtantial  services,  will  not  only  be  apt  to 
doubt  whether  such  incidents  are  to  be  called  accesaones  sa 
much  as  principals  in  worldly  promotion,  but  esteem  those 
as  the  most  instructive  drcmnstances  in  the  lives  of  great 
men,  which  display  the  footsteps  of  their  advancement,  and 
how  they  first  fS^  into  the  track  of  distinction :  for  the  ac- 
quisitioa  of  gloty  is  like  that  of  riches,  the  profound  mystery!  i 
lies  in  coming  at  the  prime  stock ;  an  ordinary  prudence  will 
increase  it 

But  though  he  always  made  a  very  el^ant  appearance,  Deicriptioa 
as  well  in  the  splendour  of  attire  as  the  politeness  of  ^d-*,^  **  ^^* 
dress;  **  having  a  good  presence,  in  a  handsome  and  well 
compacted  person ;  a  strong  natural  wit,  and  a  better 
judgment;  with  a  bold  and  plausible  tongue,  whereby  he 
could  set  out  his  parts  to  the  best  advantage  ^  ;^  all  very 
engaging  advocates  for  royal  favour,  espedally  in  a  female 
soverdgn:   yet,  observing  Ralegh  had  at  this  time  ren« 
dered  himself  considerable  enough  by  his  actions,  and  that 
the  queen  was  not  wanting  in  due  notice  towards  such  as 
were  of  a  public  nature ;  I  should  think  these,  of  a  more 
private  and  particular  nature,  might  be  accounted  only  as 
concurrent  causes  of  his  favourable  reception  at  court ;  and 
especially  seeing  others,  about  the  same  time  ofiering,  suffi- 
cient of  themselves  to  establish  him  there :  but  be  that  as  it 
may,  we  find  him,  upon  his  return  into  England,  employed 
in  an  expedition  or  two,  by  authority  belike  from  the  court ; 
they  being  upon  occasions  of  state.    And  though  it  imports 
not  much  whether  it  was  now,  or  before  he  was  in  Ireland, 
that  he  accompanied  the  French  ambassador,  monsieur  Si*  Accomp«- 
mier,  among  those  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  for  his  ^JJJJ^"?^^^^ 
safe  convoy  to  France;  yet  if  that  ambassador  returned  to  Fnmoe. 
home,  when  his  master  the  duke  of  Anjou  came  last  over  in 
November,  the  year  h^ore  named,  this  is  the  place  fcMr  it  to 
be  mentioned  in.     That  Simier  was,  it  seems,  a  proper  ad- 

'  Frag.  Reg.  p.  28,  29. 
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vocate  for  the  cause  he  came  to  pleail ;  skilled  in  all  the  in< 
niiuating  aris  and  devices  of  amorous  address,  and  tliereby 
jierhaps  won  more  of  tlte  queen's  attention  to  his  master's 
suit,  than  sat  easy  upon  the  earl  of  Leicester's  mind :  for 
though  this  earl  was  now  privately  married  to  the  late  earl 
of  Essex's  widow,  yet  his  prejudice  might  at  this  time  be 
renewed  against  the  ambassador,  for  procuring  hiiu  the 
queen's  displeasure  by  discovering  that  marriage ;  as  it  was 
at  first  created,  by  supplanting  him  in  his  higher  hopes. 
Indeed,  the  earl's  animosity  is  said  to  have  extended  to  the 
hiring  of  bravos  to  assassinate  the  ambassadur ;  and  Cam- 
den, who  relates  thus  much,  assures  us  the  queen  published 
(about  two  years  before  this  time)  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding that  no  man  should  offer  any  affront  to  Simier,  or 
any  of  his  attendants ■= :  nay,  if  we  will  believe  a  certain  col- 
lection of  most  flagrant  accusations  against  that  earl,  (o 
which  Camden,  who  seldom  spares  him,  has  paid  much  cre- 
dit, the  land  itself  was  no  boundary  to  the  eari's  revenge : 
for  when  other  attempts  failed,  he  is  said,  among  those  ac- 
cusations, to  have  "  dealt  with  ccrtiun  Flushingers,  and 
"  other  pirates,  to  sink  the  ambassador  at  sea,  with  the 
"  English  gentlemen,  his  favourers,  who  atxximpanied  him 
"  at  his  return  into  France ;  and  though  tlicy  missed  of  this 
"  practice  also,  (as  not  daring  to  set  ujw.i  him  for  fear  of 
"  her  majesty's  ships;  which,  to  break  this  des^,  attended 
"  by  special  command,  to  waft  him  over  in  safety,)  yet  the 
"  foresaid  English  gentlemen  were  holden  four  hours  in 
"  chase  at  their  coming  back,  as  master  Ralegh  well  know- 
"  eth,"  says  my  author,  "  being  then  present ;  and  two  of  the 
**  chasers,  named  Clark  and  Harris,  confessed  afterwards 
"  the  whole  dcsignment  *." 

But  after  the  duke  uf  Anjuu  himself  had  been  throe 
months  in  England,  he  also  departed,  to  take  upon  him  the 
government  of  the  Netherlands.  This  departure  was  in 
February  following  :  and  though  the  queen  seems  to  have 
dechned  the   marriage  with    him   principally  because   she 


•  Cund.  Anaal.   Reg.    Elix. 
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found  her  ministry  so  averse  to  it ;  yet  there  was  an  author, 
and  his  printer,  who,  for  having  published  a  little  treatise 
against  it  about  two  years  before  s,  had  their  hands  cut  off 
but  a  few  days  after  the  duke  came  to  London  \    And  she 
shewed  him  many  other  marks  of  favour  and  distinction ; 
particularly,  when  he  left  the  kingdom,  she  bore  him  com- 
pany in  person  to  Dover,  and  having  appointed  a  most 
splendid  retinue  of  nobles  and  gentlemen  to  wait  upon  him 
to  his  new  govoimient,  I  find  that  Ralegh  was  also  among  And  tbt  . 
this  grand  assembly.     They  attended  the  duke  to  Antwerp,  ^['^^^^ 
where,  making  a  most  magnificent  procession,  he  was  created  «*>?• 
duke  of  Brabant,  &c.  and  invested  with  his  charge.    Ral^;fa 
seems  not  only  to  have  stayed  there  some  time  after  the  lord 
admiral  Howard,  Leicester,  young  Sidney,  and  the  rest 
were  returned ;  but,  through  the  opportunity  of  being  per- 
sonaUy  known  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  honoured  with  some 
special  acknowledgments  from  him  to  the  queen  of  England. 
And  Ral^h  mentions  thus  much  himself,  in  a  discourse  he 
wrote  many  years  afterwards;  wherein,  speaking  of  the 
Hollanders^  flourishing  state,  he  lays  down,  as  the  first  cause 
thereof,  the  favour  and  assistance  granted  them  by  this 
crown ;  **  which,''  says  he,  "  the  late  worthy  and  famous 
prince  of  Orange  did  always  acknowledge;  and  in  the 
year  158S,  when  I  took  my  leave  of  him  at  Antwerp,  Bringi  orer 
after  the  return  of  the  earl  of  Leicester  into  England,  ^f  oSl^'« 
"  and  monsieur's  arrival  there,  when  he  delivered  me  his*ckiiow- 
"  letters  to  her  majesty,  he  prayed  me  to  say  to  the  queen totbT" 
"  from  him.  Sub  umbra  alarum  tuarum  protegimur:  for  <!"««"• 
^^  certainly,''  says  he,  ^^  they  had  withered  in  the  bud,  and 
**  sunk  in  the  beginning  of  their  navigation,  had  not  her 
majesty  assisted  them  *." 
Towards  the  end  of  August,  this  last  mentioned  year,  the 
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f  This  tren^te  is  entided,  The 
Discoreiy  of  a  gaping  Gnlf,  wherein 
Eof^and  is  likely  to  be  swallowed 
by  another  French  Marriage,  &c. 
Printed  with  a  smaH  letter,  in  a  thin 
octaro,  1579. 

^  The  names  of  this  anthor,  and 
his  printer  or  publisher,  were  John 


Stubbs  and  William  Page ;  and  that 
sentence  was  executed  on  them  at 
Westroi  nster ,  November  3,1581.  Vide 
Stow's  Chronicles  and  Camden's  An- 
nals in  those  years. 

*  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Invention  of 
Shipping,  in  his  select  essays,  8vo. 
1650.  p.  36. 
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had  Grey  resigned  the  sword  of  Ireland,  afttr  he  had  bwTi 
two  years  deputy  in  that  Icingdom  ■■ :  and  this  must  be  the 
linie  ttiat  dispute  betweeti  him  and  Ralegh  was  brought  to 
a  hearing,  of  which  authors  have  so  blindly  written.  Sir 
Robert  Naunton  "  is  confident,  that,  among  the  second 
s  of  Ralegh's  growth,  (not  denying,  or  rather  «c- 
"  quiescing  in  his  actions  and  accomplishments  to  have  been 

«  "  the  first,)  that  variance  between  him  and  the  lord  Grey. 

,  "  in  his  descent  into  Ireland,  was  a  principal ;  for  it  drew 
*'  them  both  over,"  says  he,  "  to  the  council-table,  there  to 

h"  plead  their  cause;  where  {what  advantage  he  had  in  the 

'■  "  cause,  my  said  author  knew  not,  but  says)  he  had  much 
"  the  better  in  telhng  of  his  tale;  and  so  much,  that  the 
•'  queen  and  the  lords  took  no  slight  mark  of  the  man  and 
"  his  parts;  for  from  thence  he  came  to  be  known,  and  lo 
*'  have  access  lo  the  queen  and  the  lords'.^  Now  if  this 
author  is  so  defective,  as  not  to  have  known  the  cause  or 
subject  of  their  quarrel,  or,  that  Ralegh,  leaving  Ireland 
long  before  the  lonl  Grey,  was  not  likely  to  be  drawn  over 
together  with  him  to  the  council-table ;  how  much  more 
must  those  writers  following  him  be  so,  who  have  confused 
this  matter  with  several  other  particulars,  thougli  they  seem 
to  have  had  no  other  authority  ?  One  of  them  says,  Ralegh 
had  in  deed,  but  not  in  truth,  the  better  by  the  tongue*"; 
and  insinuates,  (with  great  caution  and  delicacy  he  thought, 
no  doubt,)  that  the  queen  had  been  told  something  so  en- 
gaging of  Ralegh,  besides  his  advantage  in  pleading,  that  it 
was  vot  to  be  mentioned"  ;  as  if  any  of  her  courtiers  dared 


'  The   Katimenti  of   rir  Waller 

Ritl«gh,  upoD  the  iihort  lerm  even  of 
three  yean,  (ia  tboM  uasettlpdlinieii,) 
to  vlucb  tbe  depntiea  of  Trelaoit  bare 
been  commouly  drcumieribed,  may 
be  read  in  bia  History  of  Ibe  World, 
lib.  s-"P-3-«ecl-S> 

'  FrnRtDf  nCa  Rpf^alU,  p.lQ. 

"  Aiilic  Coq-  p.  90. 

•  Tbe  iBine  author  of  Aiilic.  Co- 
qalo.  M^B  a  little  liefbre, ' '  tho t  Rntegh 
"■  to  Wok  them  (meaning  the  lordm 
"  by  bit  pleading,  esperiiillj-  the  earl 
"  til  Leiceiter.  ibat  Ibe  queen  vat 


"  told  the  tale,  and  toinelhlDg  mora 
*'  of  him  i  and  on  Muncr  be  came  U 
"  be  ItnnvD  lo  her,  but  she  took  blm 
"  to  Krarc."  Id.  p.;j.  1  cannot  bt 
Bure  Ihia  is  the  alyle  of  a  rerereo' 
father  in  God,  thoagh  Mr.lladal,  i 
bii  notes  upon  Rapin,  vould  induea 
\n  to  think  so,  id  calling  tbe  antbor 
of  this  Aulicus  Coquioaris  b 
name  of  Goodmaa.irbo  wis  bishop  of 
Gloucester,  and  did  indeed  write  s 
rei  iew  of  tir  Anthony  Weldon'iCunrt  | 
and  Chnriftfrof  KingJamea;  whieb  1 
rcriew  it  said  hy  Aatliony  Wood  ta    | 
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to  8sy  any  thing  to  the  queen^s  fine,  which  diis  mnmjvmam 
writer,  near  fi^  yean  after  her  death,  wotiU  be  either 
ashamed  or  afraid  to  repeat  A  .later  writer.makes  such  dis- 
tinctions ci  Ral^b^s  extracnxiinary  behaviour  in  this  dis- 
pute, as  if  he  had  been  at  the  ooundl-taUe,  and  seen  as  well 
as  heard  him  ^.  And  another,  after  them  all,  has  found  oat 
the  cause  of  this  difference  between  them  to  be  <^[i<«» 
Zoudi^s  preferment  P;  ci  which  we  have  before  tspAea  aa 
improbable.  But  passing  these  over,  our  author  Nauntm 
goes  on ;  '*  and  though  he  does  not  detennine,  whether  the 
**  kml  Leicester  had  then  cast  in  a  good  word  for  '^•^•gh 
to  the  queen,  yet  says,  it  is  true  that  he  had  gotten  the 
queen'*s  ear  at  a  trice,  and  die  began  to  be  taken  with  his 
elocuticHi,  and  loved  to  hear  his  reasons  to  her  demands: 
<^  and  the  truth  is,  she  took  him  for  a  kind  cS  orade,  wfaich 
^  nettled  them  all ;  yea,  those  he  relied  on  began  to  take 
'*  this  his  sudden  favour  for  an  alarm ;  to  be  sensible  of 
**  their  own  supplantation,  and  to  project  his ;  which  OHide 
'^  him  shortly  after  sing.  Fortune  myjbe^  &c.^ 

It  is  hint^  to  us  somewhat  more  expressly,  by  anodier  As 
courts  writer  of  those  times,  and  that  is  a  rarity,  such  being  ^'^jj^^ 
commonly  too  polite  or  political  to  be  very  obliging  in  histo- 
rical particular,  that  the  earl  of  Leicester  befriended  B*. 
l^h  (perhaps  through  his  friendship  with  young  Sidney, 


« 


«< 


« 


tw 


be  ioTolred  in  this  Anlicus  Coqaioa- 
ric.  But  the  rerinr  itself,  written  in 
a  thin  folio,  sod  somctinies  quoted 
by  H.  Foulis,  in  his  Romish  Treasons, 
remains  still  in  MS.  in  the  Bodleian 
libraiy,  and  begins  differently  from 
this  printed  answer  to  that  court  and 
character. 

*  Darid  Lloyd  says,  Ralegh,  upon 
this  occasion,  stated  his  case  with 
tfiat  clearness ;  arged  his  arguments 
with  that  evidence  and  reason ;  offered 
his  apologies  with  those  pertioeot  and 
taking  legations,  and  his  replies 
with  that  smartness ;  expressed  bim- 
sdf  with  that  floency  and  eloquence, 
and  managed  his  carriage  and  coun- 
tenance with  that  discretion,  that  he 
was,  Srit,  the  statesman's  obserra- 
tiOB ;  next,  her  m^^ttr's  CsTOurite; 
and  at    last*  her  oracle.     See  this 


author's  Obsenrations  on  the  States- 
men and  Fanmrites  ofF.ngfand  ikaot 
the  Reformation,  Svo.  1665.  p.  487. 

p  The  author  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
life,  in  Lires  Engfish  and  ForogD, 
1 704.  vol.  I .  p.  86.  saysy  that  Ralegh's 
disgust  at  the  deputy's  preferring 
Zonch  grew  to  a  dfiffoeoce  between 
him  and  the  said  lord  Grey,  whidi 
was  referred  by  the  councO  of  war  la 
Ireland  to  that  in  England,  and  there 
decided  in  Ralegh's  faronr :  the  so- 
ficiting  of  which  bnriness  was  the 
true  cause  of  his  leaving  Ireland. 
But  be  quotes  no  authority :  and  I 
think,  by  what  is  before  said  of  the 
matter,  this  true  cause  will  appear  a 
groundless  conjecture;  at  least  less 
probable  than  what  might  pcriiapa 
be  drawn  from  Spenser's  View  of  Ira- 
landy  Yol.  6.  p.  1609. 
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thai  tarl's  worthily  btloved  nephew)  in  liia  first  adTarnv- 
ments  at  cnurt ;  and  that  being  willing,  for  his  own  es»e,  to 
bestow  handsomely  upon  another  some  part  of  the  psiu, 
and  perhaps  of  the  envy,  lo  which  a  long  indulgent  fortuiw 
is  obnoxious,  either  brought  or  lei  him  into  that  promifiiDg 
sphere  of  preferment ;  where  the  earl  soon  found  him  such 
an  apprentice,  as  knew  well  enough  how  to  set  up  for  him- 
,f  self,  says  my  siod  author  i.  So  that  if  the  earl  of  Sussex, 
who  was  Leicester''s  antagonist,  had  any  hand  in  Ralegh'i 
rise,  as  some  later  writers  of  less  authority  have  suggested', 
it  seems  to  liave  been  afterwards,  when  Ralegh's  courtly 
splendour  was,  by  occasion,  somewhat  obstructed  ;  and  L«- 
cester  meant  to  allay  it,  by  interposing  the  young  earl  of 
Essex  :  for  Kalegh  continued,  during  that  storni,  in  some 
lustre  of  a  favoured  man,  like  billows  which  sink  but  by  de- 
grees, even  when  the  wind  is  down  that  first  stirred  them. 
But  this  we  shall  observe  as  we  go  on,  that  in  all  the 
diflerent  aspects  or  conjunctions  of  interest,  through  the  ttc- 
cets  or  change  of  new  favourites  in  this  long  reign,  rone 
were  less  immerged  by  the  smiles  of  the  court,  in  the  luxuries 
and  vanities  of  it,  nor  more  animated  by  its  frowns  to  the 
enterprising  of  public  and  superior  difficulties  for  the  ho- 
nour and  aggrandiBcment  of  his  country.  Not  that  he  set 
out  to  sea  but  when  he  had  despaireil  of  raising  himself  on 
shore ;  for  these  public  enterprises  were  rooted  so  early  in 
Ralf^h's  aspiring  mind,  that  we  perceive,  even  now,  b^ore 
factions  at  court  could  drive  him  ftt>m  the  land,  or  prefer- 
ments and  grants  from  the  crown  enable  him  for  the  sea, 
that  he  had  built  at  his  own  expense,  to  prosecute  theu),  a 
strong  handsome  ship,  which  was  named  Bark  Ualegh, 
of  two  hundred  ton  burden. 

And  now  that  the  six  years  priod  of  sir  Humphrey  Gil- 
bert's patent  grew  short,  four  of  them  being  elapsed,  he 
thought  it  high  time  to  make  a  new  attempt  in  person  (ance 
his  assignments  hod  proved  of  little  consequence)  at  those 

*  Sir  Htnry  Wtillou'i  faralld  of  '  Shirlcy'ii  Life  or  Sir  Waller  iU- 

Robrrt  Dciereai  curl  nf  E)A»,  and      Icgii,  8ra.  16;;.  p.  tg.  niid  the  Mme 
Ueorgc  Villiendukeof  Buckin^liun.     la  fol.  p.  ,4. 
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diflcoveries  he  had  before  fiuled  in,  that  he  m^t  oonfirm 
by  expeiieme  what  be  had  aoezodlently  advanced  in  theoty. 
Aooordtt^y»  having  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  four  Aipa,  Rakgh 
aho  victualled  and  manned  cmt  his  befofe-mentioiKd,  which 
waa  the  htfgest  attHMig  them ;  and,  in  the  qoality  oT  vice- 
admiral,  aet  out  to  bear  his  brother  Gilbert  company,  in  this 
his  last  expedition  to  Newfoundland.  The  fleet  departed 
fcora  Hymoiith  on  the  11th  of  June,  158S.  My  audbor, 
who  was  in  tins  vojrage,  tells  us,  no  cost  was  ^Mved  by 
Ralegh  in  provinons  and  necessaries  for  the  happy  aeoom- 
plishment  of  it  (  yet  that  in  two  or  three  days  foflowing  he 
returned  greatly  distiessed  to  Plymouth,  by  reason  his  whole 
ship^  company  was  Infocted  with  a  contiqgious  sickness*. 
But  lucky  to  (urn,  perhaps,  was  this  viatation ;  anoe  die 
voyage  proved  so  fotal  to  those  who  went  through  it,  parti- 
eukrly  sir  Humphrey  himself;  who,  though  he  arrived  in 
Newfoundland  in  the  banning  of  August  following,  look 
possesrion  ci  the  oountiy  in  right  of  the  crown  of  England, 
by  cUgging  up  a  turf,  and  receiving  it  with  a  hazel  wand, 
delivered  to  him  acbording  to  our  law  and  custom ;  also  had 
assigned  lands  to  every  man  in  his  company,  and  was  got 
three  hundred  leagues  in  his  way  home  again,  with  full 
hopes  of  the  queen'^s  assistance  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  not  only  for 
the  north,  but  one  also  for  the  south  next  year;  yet  over- 
hardily  venturing  in  a  little  frigate  of  but  ten  ton  burden, 
called  the  Squirrel,  he  was  on  the  ninth  €i  September  fol- 
lowing at  midnight,  in  a  high  sea,  swallowed  up^    Another 


•  Ca|»taiii  Rhriffd  Hsytt**  report 
of  «r  H.  QUberf  i  Toyage  lo  New. 
IbaiidUuDdy  te  Hakloyt,  ttA.  3.  p. 
149.  See  alio  fir  George  ^ckliuD'i 
report  of  tke  dneovery  and  poMearioii 
of  Neirfimttdlaod»  by  tint  i^a&t  aod 
woftliy  genttenMii  or  H.  Gilbert,  In 
Ifae  aoBie  vohune,  p.  165. 

*  As  aotbors  bate  beoi  tery  deiee- 
tiire  and  enoneoua  in  tbeir  aecoaota 
of  tbis  brate  and  poblic-apirited,  bat 
naibrtRsate  kaAgbty  air  Hoaiplirey 
Gilbert  of  Compton,  1  iball  bene  ob- 
■enre,  tbat  John  Hooker,  wbo  knear 
bfaa>  snya  h€  was  bt«i  at  Osford : 
see  his  Supply  of  the  Irish  CbfO- 
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p.  13X. :  teogfa  A.  Wood  b 
silent  of  any  soeh  Oxonian.  Hooker 
takes  notiee  of  fab  extnordnary  aer- 
Tfees  in  Ireland,  for  widcb  be  was 
made  colonel  of  Mnnsler;  and  sb 
Roger  WilliaaM,  In  fais  Actions  of  tbe 
Low  Countries,  trils  ns  be  was  Ibe 
first  Engliib  commander  wbo  led  a 
regiment  thither  to  serre  tbe  ptf  nee 
of  Orange  against  tbe  SpsniardSb 
Bat  John  Prince,  wbo  pretends  to 
pre  OS  his  Bfe  among  bbWortkbs  of 
Deroo,  mentions  nothing  of  bb  bad- 
serrlees.  Tbe  said  J.  rrinee  quotes 
sir  W.  Pole's  MSS.  to  vouch  tbb 
GUbort's  being  knigbled  by  tfK  qnccn 
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of  tlif  vessels,  calkii  llii-  IX'Iighi,  bm  few  days  before  ttfto 
suffered  the  same  fate ;  ant!  even  ttie  rest  relumed  not  xrilb- 
out  great  hazard,  hardship,  and  loss :  teaching,  says  Cam- 
den, that  it  is  a  more  difficnlt  matter  to  carry  over  cxiImucs 
to  remote  countries  upon  private  men's  purses,  than  he  an*) 
others  had  persuaded  themselves,  to  their  own  loss  aod  Ae- 
triment".  But  neither  these  unfortunate  attempts  by  sea 
hitherto,  nor  the  ruin  of  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  estate,  nw 
the  loss  of  his  life,  nor  the  hardships  of  all  his  company  be- 
sides, could  teach  Ralegh  that  lesson  :  these  examples  aod 
tills  experience  were  so  far  from  satiating,  that  they  did  bm  I 
sharpen  his  appetite  to  such  honourable  dangers. 

And  as  we  are  assured  from  family  trmlition,  by  a  late 
author  of  his  own  name  aiid  lineage,  that  the  discoveries  of 
the  great  Columbus,  the  conquests  of  Fernando  Cortez,  the 
famous  Francis  Pizarro,  and  otiier  leaders  of  the  Spaniards, 


kt  r.recnwicb,  1577.  But  Honker 
aforamid  shewn  him  to  have  been 
kniil^tcil  iu  llie  churcli  at  Drojtbeda, 
bf  ur  Hen.  SiJnrf,  deputy  of  Ire' 
land,  leven  years  Nioiicr  st  leant; 
aad  *gn!c>ble  thereto,  ve  find  him 
called  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  io  ■  let- 
terofBirThamuSmith'a.datcd  1571. 
amUDg  sir  D.  Oiggct'a  cttlleclitiii  bc- 
Ibrr  meiitioDed,  p.  199,  LHstly,  Hn- 
OltbeT  writer  of  his  life,  in  Lslin. 
pUc»  bin  last  cippdidon  to  Ncw- 
fbuadlnad  twenty  ycnra  sooner  Ihsn 
he  uudertook  it.  if  it  n  not  Ibe  fault 
nttfaer  of  tbc  printer  tlmn  tlie  niilbor : 
ride  Hollandi  Heraologia  Ang'licii. 
fol.  Amhcim,  itiio.  p. 65.  At  for  sir 
Humphrey'swTiliugi.irebHveeiliiDt 
.la  Hokluyt,  vol.  3.  p.  11.  bi>  d»- 
\ne  m  prove  n  patsage  hy  the 
'  i&ortb-weat  to  Calfaay  and  Ibe  Eiist 
licg,  in  lea  chapterBj  firtl  publi"lied 
I  .In  4to.  I J7O,  nt  the  ead  of  which  he 
I  jne iiUona  another  diacourrie,  now  luBt, 
.1  fcar  J  wbcreiu  be  NmeiHlcd  the  iisiial 
,arrora  of  ■cn-cardn,  whlrh  make  the 
degreea  of  longitude  in  erery  UtitiiJe 
!af  equal  bigaeu;  and  iDTenteda  spite- 
irical  initnunent,  witli  a  eompaaa  of 
'vRTiatioD,  fur  the  perfect  knowledge 
nf  the  lunpliide;  and  laid  dawn  a 
prrrisc  order  to  prick  tlie  aea-carda, 
with  certain  rules  for  the  ihorteuing 


Hay  diacoTcry,  and  koowing  at  the 
first  eutrance  of  any  fret,  wbetber  it 
lies  open  to  the  nceui  more  waya  than 
one,  and  how  far  the  sea  stretrbea  it- 
self iDto  the  land.  Aa  fortbe  pidnrr 
at  Compton,  «aid  by  Prince  lo  <K 
drnwn  for  «t  H.  Gilbert;  if  bis  ao- 
tbor,  i^r  W.  Pole,  JB  do  truer  in  bU 
aascrtion  of  the  queen't  having  fivea 
air  Humphrey  tlie  gold  diain  repre- 
acnted  nboul  the  neck  thereof,  than 
be  was  in  her  having  knighted  liim. 
nod  there  are  naotber  aignaturea  be-  1 
sides  that  diun,  and  the  Inscrlpdoa 
of  Virginia  on  the  globe,  with  the 
vcniei  under  it  relating  thereto,  1 
see  not  bnt  the  picture  is  to  be  doubt- 
ed, as  rntber  meant  for  his  brother 
Italegb,  who  was  honoured  with  a 
goldi-nrhainby  tbeqiiMn,  andwhoae 
title  to  tliat  iriuription  on  the  globe 
was  beyond  any  mau'a  in  the  world. 
But  the  stately  poem  in  L»6a  hexa- 
meters, upon  (lis  laat  eipedilion,  by 
SleplianuBl'armeniiisBudciua,Bleam- 
cd  Uuagarian,  who  waa  drowned  ' 
with  him,  was  undoubted^,  nmong 
other  E^iifflith  adventured  tlierein  1 
nnmed,  djieflji  intended  for  his  ho- 
nour. See  it  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  I 
p.  1.18.  I 

•  Camd,  Anual.   Ellz.  Reg.    anno      < 
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who^  under  the  emperor  Charies  and  his  sod  Phifip  II.  had 
made  the  greatest  and  most  surjurising  additions  to  their 
empire  that  ever  prince  received  or  subjects  wrought,  were 
the  favourite  histories  that  took  up  Ral^h^s  earij  readiii^ 
and  conversation  while  he  was  but  a  young  man  ' ;  we  may 
presume  they  so  possessed  his  noble  genius,  (with  perhqis 
also  same  late  domestic  and  living  examples,)  that  no  little 
personal  oppositions  at  home,  or  particular  misadventures 
abroad,  could  ever  discourage  him  from  the  pursuit  of  these 
grand  and  national  undertakings.     But  when,  by  his  own 
observation,  he  found  the  Spaniards  had  only  settled  upon 
the  middle  and  southern  parts  of  America,  and  that  there 
were  certain  vast  territories  yet  unknown  to  the  north  of  those 
lands  which  the  Spaniards  already  enjoyed,  as  fit  perhaps 
for  settlement,  and  as  easy  to  conquer,  as  any  they  did 
^Djoy ;  and  when,  by  his  inquiries  anumg  the  most  observ- 
ant pilots  and  mariners  who  had  sailed  in  the  SpaniA  dups 
to  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  many  of  whom  he  had  opportumty 
to  meet  and  discourse  with  in  Holland  and  Flanders,  he 
had  learnt  that  the  Spaniards  always  went  into  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  by  St.  Domingo  and  the  island  <^  Hiyiniola,  where 
the  currents  with  the  trade-winds  always  ran  together,  and 
set  into  the  bay ;  that  they  always  disembogued,  as  they 
called  it,  or  came  out  by  the  Havannah  and  the  diannek  of 
Bahama,  which  they  now  call  the  gulf  of  Florida;  and 
that,  as  they  returned  by  this  gulf,  they  found  a  continued 
coast  on  the  west  side,  trending  away  north,  which  they  ge- 
nerally lost  sight  of  by  standing  away  to  the  east,  to  make 
for  the  coast  of  Spain ;  Ral^h  fully  determined  that  there 
was  a  vast  extent  of  land  north  of  that  gulf,  or  west  from 
the  coast  of  Spain,  which  might  be  well  worth  ^sooverii^ ; 
and,  after  mature  ddiberation,  fully  resolved  upon  the  dis- 
covery.    As  soon  as  he  had  digested  his  proposal,  and  dis- 

^  See  M  Hiftorica]  Aoeoant  of  tbe  the  South  Sea  Coopuiy,  Swo.  1719. 

VoyafvandAdreDtiimofSirWal.  p.  8.    Tboogfa  no  antiior't  bom  is 

ter  RAkfk,  with  tbe  IMacoreries  and  prefixed  to  it,  I  take  it  to  be  arrittea 

ConqiieaU  be  made  for  tbe  Croam  of  hj  lome  rdatkm  of  Pbilip  Biksbj 

EogUod,   dLC  bnmbljr  piopoaed  to  bereafter  meatioiied. 
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)ilaytd  llie  manner  of  pros«;iiling  it  in  pri>]>er  schemes,  hp 
laid  iliem  Iwforu  tiie  queen  and  cutincil,  to  whom  it  appear- 
ing a  rational,  practical,  and  generous  undertaking,  her  ma- 
jesty was  pleased,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1584,  lo 
grant  him  full  power  to  enjoy  such  countries  as  he  pro- 
posed to  discover,  hy  her  letters  patents ;  which  in  epitome, 
or  divested  of  the  taulologies  usual,  if  not  necessary)  in  Id- 
strumentB  of  such  kind,  are  as  follows. 
I'l  "  Elizabeth,  Sic.  To  all  people  greeting.  Know  ye  that 
in, "  out  of  our  special  grace  we  grant  to  our  trusty  and  well- 
*'  beloved  servant  Walter  Ralegh,  esq.  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
*'  free  liberty  to  discover  such  remote  heathen  and  barbarous 
*'  lands  not  actually  possessed  by  any  Christian  prince,  nuT 
"  inhabited  by  Christian  people,  as  to  him  or  them  shall 
"  seem  good,  to  hold  the  same  with  all  prerogatives,  com- 
"  niodities,  jurisdictions,  royalties,  and  privileges,  by  sea 
**  and  land,  as  we  by  letters  patents  may  grant,  or  any  of 
"  our  prt^nitors  have  granted  ;  with  licence  to  inhabit  ot 
"  remain,  build  and  fortify,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  W, 
"  Ralegh,  his  heirs,  &c.  the  statutes  or  acts  agtunst  fugitives, 
*'  or  such  as  de}>art  this  realm  unprivileged,  rtot withstanding. 
"  Wehkewisegrant  him  or  them  full  power  to  take  or  lead 
"  such  of  our  subjects  as  shall  willingly  accom]iany  him  or 
*'  them  ;  also  to  employ  and  use  sufficient  shipping  and  fur- 
**  niture  for  transportations  and  navigations  in  that  behalf: 
"  90  that  none  of  those  persons  be  such  as  are  restrained  by 
*'  us,  our  heirs  or  successors.  Further,  that  the  said  W. 
"  Ralegh  and  his  heirs  shall  enjoy  for  ever  all  the  soil  of 
"  such  lands  so  to  be  discovered,  and  of  all  such  cities, 
"  castles,  or  towns  in  the  siime,  with  the  right  and  royalties, 
"  as  well  marine  as  other,  within  the  said  lands  or  seas  ad- 
"  joining,  with  full  power  to  dispose  thereof  in  fee  ample, 
"  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  at  his  and 
*'  their  will,  lo  any  person  within  the  allegiance  of  us  or  our 
*'  hdrs,  reserving  always  to  us,  for  all  services,  duties,  and 
"  demands,  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  alver 
"  tliere  obtained  after  such  discovery.     All  which  lands. 
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^*  and  eooDUiM  shftll  be  fiur  ever  boldm  bj  the  aaid  W. 
^*  Ral^,  his  beiiBy  &c.  by  hcmage,  die  said  pAyveni  re^ 
^  served  only  far  all  aervioea.  We  likewiar  grant  to  the 
*^  said  Rakgh  and  his  heirs  Uoenoe  fior  their  ddinice,  to 
repel  by  land  at  iea  all  parsons  thai  ahall  without  his  or 
tbeur  liking  attempt  to  inhabit  the  said  eoontnes,  or  within 
two  hundred  leagues  of  the  pbces  in  them  where  he  or 
they  within  six  years  to  come  shall  make  their  dwdling|B| 
if  not  befiare  inhabited  by  the  sut^ects  of  any  dnristian 
prince  in  amity  with  us.  Giring  also  power  to  him  or 
^  them  lo  lake  those  persons,  with  their  ships  and  goods^ 
and  keep  them  as  lawful  prize,  who  without  his  or  their 
licence  shidt  be  found  trafficking  within  the  limifi  afiore^ 
^  said,  (our  subjeda  and  others  in  amity  with  us  only  ex* 
<^  oepted.)  And  ad  wdl  for  uniting  in  moie  perfect  league 
'^  such  countries  with  our  realms  of  England  and  Iiciand, 
*^  as  f<Hr  the  encouragement  of  men  to  these  attcrprises,  we 
^'  dedmre  that  all  such  countries  so  possessed  ahatt  be  of  our 
^'  allegiance.  And  we  giant  to  the  said  W.  Rale^  his 
*^  heirs,  and  to  all  being  erf  our  aU^;ianoe,  whose  names  shall 
^'  be  entered  in  some  court  ct  record  within  our  reafan  of 
^'  England,  and  to  their  heirs,  who  with  the  asKUt  of  the 
^<  said  W.  Ralegh,  his  heirs,  &c.  shall  in  his  journeys  for 
discovery  or  conquest  hereafter  travel  to  such  lands,  that 
Aey«Ki  erery  of  them,  being  either  born  within  our  «id 
realms  of  Eng^an^  or  Irdand,  or  any  other  place  within 
o&r  allegiance,  and  who  shall  hereafter  be  iidiabitants  of 
^*  any  of  the  lands  aforesaid ;  shall  have'all  the  privilege  of 
''  free  denisens  and  persons  native  of  England,  in  such 
^  ample  manner  as  if  they  were  bom  and  personally  reri- 
^  dent  in  our  said  realm  of  England,  any  law,  &c.  notwith- 
^  standing.  And  further,  for-  the  safety  of  all  that  shall 
^^  ndventnre  themselves,  we  grant  the  said  W.  Ralegh,  and 
^  his  heirs,  full  power  and  authority  within  the  said  lands, 
^  in  the  way  thidier,  and  from  thence,  to  correct,  punish, 
^^  pardon,  govern  by  dieir  good  discretions  and  policies,  as 
<<  well  in  causes  cental  or  crinuaal,  as  civil,  both  marine 
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"  and  other,  all  our  subjects  who  so  adventure  themselves, 
"  and  shall  inhabit  the  territurieB  aforesa'd,  or  shall  slide 
"  within  two  hundred  leagues  of  any  such  places  where  be 
"  or  they  shall  inhabit  within  six  years  next  eofiuing,  m- 
"  cording  to  such  statutes  as  shall  be  by  him  or  them  esla- 
f  **  blished  ;  so  that  the  said  statutes  or  laws  conform  as  neat 
*■  as  conveniently  may  be  with  those  of  England,  and  do 
"  not  oppugn  the  Christian  faith,  or  any  way  withdraw  the 
"  people  of  those  lands  from  our  allefpance.  \Ve  also  grant 
*'  full  power  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  counsellor  ot 
"  W,  Cecil,  lord  Bnrghley,  our  high -treasurer  of  Englaud, 
**  and  to  the  lord-treasurer  for  us  and  our  heirs,  and  to  the 
"  privy-coimcil  of  us  and  our  heirs,  or  any  four  or  more  of 
"  them,  that  he  or  they,  under  their  hands  or  seals,  authorize 
**  the  sdd  Walter  Ralegh  or  his  heirs,  by  themselves  or 
"  ofBcers,  to  tmnsjxirt  out  of  England  and  Ireland  any  of 
"  their  goods,  with  other  commodities,  as  to  the  said  lord- 
"  treasurer  or  the  said  privy-council  shall  be  thought  con- 
"  venient,  for  ihe  better  relief  and  sujiport  of  the  said  Wal- 
"  ler  Ralegh  or  his  heirs,  any  act-  notwithstanding.  Pro- 
'*  vided  always,  that  if  the  said  Walter  Ralegh,  his  heirs, 
"  or  any  other,  by  his  or  their  licence,  shall  rob  or  spcnl  by 
"  sea  or  land,  or  do  any  unlawful  hostility  to  any  of  our 
'*  subjects,  or  those  of  kings  or  states  in  perfect  le^ie 
**  and  unity  with  us,  we  shall,  upon  just  complaint,  make 
"  proclamation  that  the  t^aid  W.  Ralegh  or  his  heirs  shall, 
*'  within  the  terms  to  be  limited,  make  full  satisfaction ;  so 
**  that  we  and  those  who  comjilain  may  l>e  fully  contented ; 
"  and  that  if  he  or  they  make  not  such  satisfaction  within 
"  such  time,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  us  to  put  him  or  them  out 
"  of  our  allegiance,  and  from  that  time  for  all  princes  or 
"  others  to  pursue  with  hostility,  as  nut  to  be  avouched  or 
"  defended  by  us ;  though  any  mention  of  the  yearly  value 
"  of  the  premises,  or  any  part  ibci-eof,  or  of  any  other  grant 
'*  by  us  or  our  predecessors  to  the  said  Walter  Ralegh  be- 
"  fore  this  time  made,  be  not  expressed,  or  any  other  pro- 
"  vision  or  restraint  to  tlie  contrary  not  with  stand  ing.j 


iier  pro-    J 
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**  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
^^  made  patents,  at  Westminster  the  ^th  of  March,  in  the 
**  26th  year  of  our  reign  JJ^ 

Immediately  upon  the  grant  of  this  patent,  Ralegh  gave 
his  instructions  fbr  an  American  voyage  '  to  captain  Philip 
Amadas  and  captain  Arthur  Barlow,  two  experienced  com- 
manders, and  had  got  a  couple  of  barks  well  furnished  with 
men  and  provisions  at  his  own  expense,  in  such  readiness, 
that  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April  following  they  de- 
parted from  the  west  of  England.  The  tenth  of  May  they 
arrived  at  the  Canaries,  and  a  month  after  fell  upon  the  isles 
of  the  West  Indies,  ^  which,  with  the  rest  adjoining,  (says 
my  author,  one  of  those  captains,)  are  so  well  known  to 
yourself,  (directing  the  account  of  this  voyage  to  his  pro- 
prietor,) and  to  many  others,  that  I  will  not  trouble  you 
*^  with  the  remembrance  of  them.""  In  the  beginning  of 
July  they  were  saluted  with  a  most  fragrant  gale  from  the 
land  they  were  seeking,  and  soon  after  arrived  upon  the 
coast;  but  sailed  along  some  six-score  miles  before  they 
could  find  an  entrance  by  any  river  issuing  into  the  sea. 
At  last  discovering  one,  they  m^ned  out  their  boats  to  view 
the  land  adjoining,  where  they  saw  vines  laden  with  grapes 
in  vast  abundance,  climbing  up  the  tall  cedars,  and  spread- 
ing so  luxuriantly  along  the  sandy  shore,  that  the  sea  often 
overflowed  them.  On  the  thirteenth  of  July  they  took  pos- 
sesion in  right  of  the  queen,  and  afterwards  delivered  the 
country  over  to  Ralegh^s  use.  They  thought  this  land  had 
at  first  been  the  continent,  but  found  it  afterwards  only 
an  island  twenty  miles  long,  called  Wocoken;  plentifully 
stocked  with  animals,  groves  of  sweet-smelling  trees,  pulse, 
grain,  and  esculent  roots.  They  observed  dlong  the  coast 
a  tract  of  islands  two  or  three  hundred  miles  long ;  and 
passing  between  them,  saw  another  great  sea,  twenty,  forty, 

r  See  these  letten  patents  at  large  whatever  he  might  do  before,  of  the 

(penned  with  the  saooe  limiUtions  country  hereafter  mentioned,  in  per- 

tfaat    sir    Humphrey  Gilbert's    had  son,  and  returned  in  the  beginning  of 

been)  in  HakJuyt's  Voyages,  toI.  5.  1585,  as  the  author  of  his  life,  in 

§o\.  343.  Lives  Elnglish  and  Foreign,  tells  us, 

*  Bat  that  he  now  sailed  thither  vol.  i.  p.  90.  is  all  fancy  and  fiction, 
himaelfy  or  then  made  the  discovery, 
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and  in  Bome  places  fifty  miles  over,  before  itiey  <Mu\d  reach 
the  oontiuent ;  and  m  this  enclosed  sea  above  a  hundred 
islands  of  various  size,  whereof  one  is  sixteen  miles  long, 
called  Koanoak,  and  about  seven  leaguea  distant,  up  ihe 
river  Occam,  from  the  harlwur  they  first  entered ;  at  which 
they  chiefly  settled  while  they  stayed,  finding  it  so  pleasant 
•nd  fruitful  as  to  yield  three  harvests  in  five  monlhs.  But 
they  remained  upon  the  borders  of  Wocoken  two  days  be^ 
fore  they  btheld  a  human  creature.  On  the  tliird,  they  saw 
a  boat  rowing  towards  them  with  three  of  the  natives ;  one 
of  them  landed,  and  walked  up  the  shore  near  their  ship,  fur 
they  were  then  on  bi>ard  ;  then  the  two  captains,  with  some 
others,  took  their  boat  and  rowed  tt>  land,  and  by  their 
courteous  carriage  soon  prevailed  on  the  native  to  return 
with  them  on  board,  where  they  clothed  him,  and  gave  hini 
viciuals,  wine,  and  several  little  toys  or  utensilsi,  wluch  won 
the  «niple  creature's  heart.  Soon  after  his  departure,  he 
returned  again  with  a  boat  full  of  tisti,  to  be  divided  b^ 
tween  tlie  ship  and  the  pinnace,  and  then  he  left  them. 
The  next  day  came  the  king's  brother  Grangonimeo,  with  a 
great  many  attendants  ;  for  the  king  himself,  who  was  named 
Wingina,  and  his  large  territories  Wiugaudacoa,  lay  iU  of 
the  wounds  he  had  lately  received  in  war.  His  brother 
was  highly  pleased  with  his  entertainment,  and  having  r^ 
ceived  several  presents,  soon  after  sent  the  savages  to  trafiick 
with  the  English  ;  also  came  again  himself,  and  exchanged 
twenty  skins,  worth  as  many  nobles,  fur  a  tin  dish,  which 
he  hung  as  a  gorget  about  his  neck,  to  defend  him  from  the 
arrows  of  his  enemies  :  then  also  he  brought  his  wife  and 
children,  with  her  attendants,  forty  or  fiAy  in  number.  She 
was  well-favoured,  hut  bashful,  clad  in  a  mantle  of  deer- 
skin, lined  with  fur,  and  a  kind  of  apron  of  the  same^  her 
bair  hung  dotvn  long  on  each  side,  with  a  band  of  white 
coral  about  her  forehead,  and  long  bracelets  of  pearl  down 
to  her  middle,  as  big  as  peas  in  her  ears,  "  a  bracelet  whereof 
'  we  delivered  to  your  worship," says  my  author  to  Ralegh. 
Her  husband's  ap[)arel  was  much  like  hers,  only  about  bia 
head  he  wore  a  broad  plate  of  gold  or  coppei',  and  his  hair 
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WHS  kmg^  but  OB  ooe  nde.  After  thia  interview,  fiuniliar 
commeroe  passed  between  the  natives  and  the  English^  who, 
when  they  went  to  Roanoak,  were  much  caressed  and  treated 
by  the  lady  aforesud.  And  when  she  could  not  preTail 
with  them  to  stay,  being  but  few  in  company,  though  the 
natives  had  no  edge-tools  of  iron  or  steel,  and  had  proffered 
a  great  box  of  pearl  for  some  armour  and  a  sword,  she  sent 
her  women  to  watch  them  all  night  in  their  ships  oil  the 
bank«^e.  Axni  indeed  all  the  people  who  saw  them  ad^ 
mired  much  at  their  ships,  their  firearms,  their  clothes,  and 
above  all,  tlidr  complexions ;  for,  except  a  vessel  which  waa 
cast  away  with  some  Christian  adventurers  about  twenty- 
six  years  before  near  Secotan,  the  southernmost  town  m 
Wmgandacoa,  never  any  people  in  apparel  or  of  fair  colour 
were  seen  or  heard  of  among  them ;  which  made  them  won- 
der so  much  at  the  whiteness  of  their  skins,  and  so  fond  of 
seeing  and  touching  them.  Under  these  favourable  recom- 
mendations, and  the  distress  which  the  natives  were  in'  for 
fitome  powerful  friends  to  defend  them  from  the  invanons  of 
their  neighbours,  the  promises  of  vimting  them  again,  where- 
with the  Ei^lish  left  them,  after  having  learnt  as  much  of 
the  situatknn,  state,  and  product  of  the  country,  as  was  at 
this  time  convenient,  were  very  acceptable.  So  bringing 
over  a  couple  of  the  Indiana  with  them,  named  Manteo 
and  Wanchese,  to  shew  them  our  fine  country,  they  arrived 
safely  in  the  west  of  England  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
'ber  following.  Then  captain  Barlow  addressed  the  rela^^ 
tion  of  this  first  voyage,  and  his  success  in  it,  to  hia  pro- 
jNietor,  whereof  I  have  thus  given  an  abstract^. 

When  Ralegh  had  laid  before  her  miyesty  these  and  all 
other  reports  most  worthy  of  notice,  which  were  brought 
him  of  this  rich,  beauuful,  and  vir^  country ;  and  had 
acknowledged  how  much  this  hopeful  progress  towards  the 
possession  of  it  was  owing  to  the  auspices  of  a  virgin  queen ; 
she  was  to  well  pleased  with  the  honour  and  advantage  it 

•  See  the  first  Toyage  to  the  coasts     charge  of  sir  Waller  Ralegh,  in  Hak- 
of  America  with  two  barks,  by  the     luyt,  vol.  5.  fol.  346. 
raptains  Amadas  and  Barlow,  at  the 
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promised,  and  gave  him  siicli  encouragement  to  compleii' 
the  discovery,  which  he  forthwith  prepared  to  do  by  an- 
other expedition,  dial  she  called  it  herself  by  the  name  of 

1  vi'-  Vir^nia  b.  What  enemies  this  public  patronage  might  r^se 
him  at  court,  we  hear  not ;  but  find  he  hod  such  friends  in 
the  country,  tliai  upon  the  approaching  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment, about  two  months  after,  he  was  elected  a  knight  of 
the  sliire  for  the  county  of  Devon,  sir  William  Courtenay 

hoHD  being  the  other  representative  '^.  There  was  then  a  clerk  of 
w«UMi'eoi  ^^^  parliament  so  very  indolent,  or  otherwise  indisjmscd, 
that  the  transactions  of  the  house  of  commons  at  this  time 
were  very  imperfectly  recorded''.  Yet  we  find  Ralcgli 
mentioned  to  have  been  chosen  of  the  committees  u]ion  some 
bills  that  were  then  read.  On  the  fourteenth  of  December 
following,  the  bill,  in  conHrmation  of  his  patent  aforesaid  for 
the  discovery  of  foreign  countries,  was  read  the  first  time. 
In  the  afternoon  it  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  committed 
to  the  vice-chamberlain  Hatton,  secretary  Walsingham,  «r 
Philip  Sidney,  sir  Francis  Drake,  sir  Richard  Greenfield, 
(or  Grenvill,)  sir  William  Courtenay,  sir  William  Mobun, 
and  others.  Three  days  after,  the  said  bill  was,  witbovl 
any  alteration,  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  The  next  day  it 
was  read  the  third  time,  when,  after  many  arguments  and 
a  proviso  added,  it  passed  the  house  u{]on  the  question ". 

itnl.  Between  this  time  in  December  and  the  twenty-fourth  of 
February  following  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthuod  : 
for  being  then  in  a  committee  for  considering  after  what 
manner  and  measure  they  should  supply  her  majesty  by 
subsidy,  this  is  the  earliest  time  I  meet  with  of  his  being 
styled  sir  Walter  Ralegh';  a  title  which  her  majesty  be- 
stowed, as  all  others  of  honour,  with  frugality  and  choice. 
Therefore  was  it  a  more  certmn  cognizance  of  virtue  or 


^  Most  Riithon  say,  Rilrgh  finti  Sm  sir  Simoii  O'Ewc'i  Jrninul  of 

nllcd  it  Viipnii  in  mmpliuieut  to  both  Housci  io   Queen   EllMbclh'* 

the  qawo;  but  she  nnincd  it  so  her-  liri^o,  fol.  iJoS.  p. 356;  and  Mbcr 

wlf,  u  fiirthcr  will  appear.  pnrti  of  this  wuion. 

■NotlliftParliuncnUri>,hyBn>u'ne  •  lb,  fol, .141. 

Willi*,  c«q,  Svg.  vol.  1.  1 7 16.  p.  154.  '  [b.  ful.  356. 

«UU  name    wu    PulV   Oa>\ow. 
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valour,  than  titles  of  more  pompous  denomination  in  the 
ragn  of  her  successor,  who  suffered  lucre  to  corrupt  the 
noble  fountain,  to  turn  it  into  vulgar  channels,  and  drain  it 
even  to  the  dregs  S;  so  that  the  dignities  which  flowed  or 
overflowed  from  it  proved  distinctions  oftener  of  their  pride, 
riches,  or  prostitutions,  on  whom  they  were  conferred,  than 
of  any  abilities  or  performances  for  the  public  good  that 
might  deserve  them.  Nay,  that  this  honour  was  intended 
by  that  queen  as  the  most  significant  testimony  of  personal 
desert,  may  be  instanced,  according  to  an  ingenious  observer 
of  her  reign,  ^^  in  sir  Francis  Vere,  a  man  nobly  descended ; 
and  sir  Wialter  Ralegh,  exactly  qualified,'"  says  he,  ^^  with 
many  others,  set  apart  in  her  judgment  for  military  ser- 
vices; whose  titles  she  never  raised  above  knighthood: 
saying,  when  importuned  to  make  Vere  a  baron,  thai  in 
kis  proper  sphere j  and  her  estimation j  he  was  ab&oe  it 
already  ^^ 

About  the  time  that  her  majesty  granted  Ralegh  the  pa-  Hit  patent 
tent  above-cited  for  the  discovery  of  remote  countries,  she  ^l^^' 
seems  also  to  have  given  him  another,  to  license  the  vending 
of  wines  throughout  the  kingdom,  that  by  the  advantages  of 
this  he  might  be  better  able  to  sustain  the  great  charges 
which  the  other  brought  upon  him.    There  were  no  restric- 
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f  Sir  Edward  Walker,  garter,  and 
aecretary  of  war  to  king  Charles  I. 
obaenres,  '*  That  iu  all  queen  £li- 
**  zabetb't  forty-four  years  reign 
*'  she  created  but  six  earls  and  eight 
"  or  nine  barons.  So  that  when  she 
"  died,  the  nobility  consisted  but  of 
'*  one  marquis,  nineteen  earls,  two 
"  TiscountSj  and  about  thirty  ba- 
**  rons:  but  doubts  whether  in  the 
'*  rrign  of  king  James  the  dispensing 
'*  of  honours  so  liberally  was  not  one 
*'  of  the  beginnings  of  gpeneral  dis- 
*<  contents,  espedally  among  persons 
"  of  great  extraction.  So  ^t  when 
*'  this  king  died,  having  reigned  but 
"  twenty^two  years,  he  left  the  no* 
**  bility  in  his  three  kingdoms  above 
*'  double  the  number  to  what  he  found 
*'  them,  though  his  reign  was  pei^re- 
"  able,  and  not  full  of  action,  which 

renders  men  in  capacity  highly  to 


i< 


*'  merit  from  their  prince ;  and  so, 
<*  without  enyy,  receive  advance- 
«  menu"  And  a  .  little  further : 
<*  When  alliance  to  a  favourite; 
*<  riches,  though  gotten  in  a  shop ; 
<*  persons  of  private  estates,  and  of 
**  families,  that  many  of  them,  and 
«  their  fathers,  would  have  thought 
<*  themselves  highly  honoured  to  have 
«  been  but  knights  in  queen  Eliza- 
<*  beth*s  time,  were  advanced  ;  then 
«  the  fruits  thereof  began  to  appear, 
'*  &c.'*  His  observations  on  the 
inconveniences  of  frequent  promo- 
tions to  titles  of  honour,  in  his  His- 
torical Discourses,  fol.  1705.  p.  500. 
and  30a,  &c. 

^  The  miscellaneous  works  of  Frhn- 
cis  Osborne,  esq.  in  Traditional  Me- 
moirs on  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, vol.  a.  p.  43. 
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Uans  belike  in  this  patent  from  incrcafliog  tlie  Dumber  of 
vintnerH  to  any  part  of  the  realm.  And  hence  aroae  his 
CoHtroversy  at  this  time  with  one  of  the  univcraitwa.  For 
Ralegh  having  by  virtue  of  that  general  patent  given  licence 
to  one  John  Keymer  to  sell  wine  in  Cambridge,  some  of  the 
hotter  heads,  eBpecially  the  other  vintners  there,  among 
whom  was  one  Baxter,  an  esquire  beadle,  hcensed  tu  sell 
wine  by  that  university,  opposed  this  Keymer  and  hJa  wife 
a-  with  such  violence,  that  she  was  Ukely  to  have  died-  Com- 
|_  plaint  being  made  to  Ralegh,  he  wrote  a  letter  "  To  the 
a- "  worsliipful  Dr.  Howland,  vice-chancellor,  and  the  rest  of 
"  the  masters,"  to  tell  them  how  much  he  took  this  riotous 
demeanour  as  a  contempt  of  the  queen''s  grant  to  him  ;  pre- 
suming, if  he  had  given  any  unlawful  privilege,  the  con- 
ference he  had  otl'ered  by  his  deputies,  for  a  quiet  decision  of 
the  matter  by  learned  counsel  between  them,  would  have 
been  accepted.  Further  telling  them,  that  if  the  abuse  was 
not  regulated,  and  the  said  Keymer  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
liberty  granted  him,  he  would  take  some  other  course  ibr 
reformation  therein :  but  resting  assured  they  would  u«e 
such  means  as  might  occasion  no  further  trouble,  he  not  de- 
siring to  execute  his  grant  to  its  extent  among  thedr  vint- 
ners, who  were  the  only  disturbers  herein,  respecting  more 
their  own  gain  than  quiet  governmenl ;  he  only  craves 
their  answer,  and  that  the  riotous  persons  might  not  rest  un- 
punished :  so  bids  them  heartily  farewell ;  from  his  lodg- 
ings at  the  court,  the  9th  of  July  1584;  and  subscribes 
himself,  "  Your  very  affectionate  loving  friend."  This  pro- 
ducing no  answer  in  seven  months,  and  Ralegh  haviiig  heard 
they  continued  to  oppress  Keymer,  he  wrote,  by  him,  again ; 
"  To  his  loving  friend  the  vice-cbancelior,"  &c.  telling  him, 
that  being  by  information  persuaded,  himself,  with  the  grave 
and  well  disposed  of  the  university,  were  so  grieved  with 
the  unseemly  outrages  lately  committed  by  the  young  and 
unbridled  heads  thereof,  to  the  contempt  of  the  queen's  pre- 
rogative and  his  diiicredit,  as  sufficient  order  had  l>een  taken 
for  the  bearer's  quiet ;  which  caused  him  to  rest  from  re- 
quiring reformation   therein   at   his  good   lord-treasurer's 
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hands ;  wiio  as  yet  understood  nothing  from  Um  of  these 
riots,  through  the  good-will  he  bore  to  their  univeinty :  and 
that  he  meant  so  to  deal  with  them  for  the  other  four 
taverns  as  should  sufficiently  have  cont^ted  them.     But 
his  too  favourable  dealing  with  them  had  given  such  enoou- 
nigement,  as^  this  day  he  is  informed,  that,  intending  fur- 
ther to  disturb  the  bearer,  they  had  warned  him  to  appear 
before  them,  with  whi«^  he  had  persuaded  turn  to  comply : 
for  though  -he  knew  them  not,  didir  place  should  tell  him 
thor  proceedings  would  be  just  and  lawful ;  which  only  he 
desired,  and  wherein  they  wouid  pleasure  themsdves,  and 
continue  his  readiness  to  serve  them.     Thus  hoping  to  find 
by  their  answer  these  informations  sprung  rather  from  jea> 
lousy  than  just  occasion,  he  leaves  them  to  Grod ;  from  the 
court  at  SotiQ^-set-house  the  10th  of  February  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  and  subscribes  himself*^  Your  very  willing  friend.^ 
Upon  their  sending  no  answer  to  this,  and  Ral^h  hearing 
they  had  suddenly  clapped  up  the  man  in  prison,  he  sent, 
ten  days  after  the  last,  his  third  letter  from  the  court,  directed 
^^  To  the  vice-chancellor,  and  the  rest  of  the  masters,  &c.** 
And  herein  tells  them,  he  cannot  a  little  marvel  at  their  pe- 
remptory and  proud  manner  of  dealing.     That  he  was  con- 
tent to  use  all  manner  of  courtesy  towards  them  in  respect 
of  his  honourable  good  lord  the  lord-treasurer;  but  per- 
ceived his  reasonable,  or  rather  too  submiss  deahng,  had 
bred  in  them  a  proceeding  unsufierable,  having  committed 
a  poor  man  to  prison,  for  doing  nothing  but  what  was  war- 
ranted by  the  great  seal  of  England ;  which,  suppoang  they 
had  a  charter,  he  knew  not  that  any  man  or  society  would 
so  much  take  upon  them  to  do  before  a  trial.     ^*  As  I  re- 
**  verence  the  place,^  s^ys  he,  **  of  which  you  are  the  go- 
**  vemors,  so  I  will  not  willingly  take  any  wrong  or  disgrace 
^  from  you.^    But  as  he  was  assured  the  lord-treasurer 
would  be  indifferent  in  the  case,  and  as  the  matter  so  much 
concerned  the  validity  of  his  patent  elsewhere,  as  weU  as  in 
their  university,  he  would  try  the  utmost  of  his  right  as  weU 
for  this  one,  wherewith  he  was  content  to  have  been  satisfied, 
as  for  all  the  other  four.  So  having  thought  they  would  have 
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vouchsafed  him  an  answer  to  his  last  letters,  he  ends,  sub- 
scribing himself,  "  Your  friend,  as  you  shall  give  cause'." 
Tliis  roused  them  to  some  consideration,  and  soon  after,  a 
handsome  apologetical  letter  was  sent  from  the  vice-chan- 
cellor to  sir  W.  Kalegh,  setting  forth,  that  tlie  hard  opinion 
he  had  conceived  of  them  for  this  matter,  made  ihein  doubt 
what  manner  of  answer  they  might  address  to  him  without 
offence;  and  that  their  silence  was  so  Ul  taken,  they  knew 
not  huw  their  endeavours  to  excuse  it  might  give  him  satis- 
faction. That  they  had  not  neglected  any  reasonable  means 
to  procure  his  favour  for  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  that  whereof 
they  had  the  fruition  for  above  two  hundred  years;  nor 
omitted  to  become  petitioners  to  him  in  a  very  humble  man- 
ner. That  liis  counsel  had  not  made  any  just  exception 
against  their  charters;  and  those  who  had  the  hearing  of 
the  case  thought  them  to  Jiave  the  better  warrant.  Yet 
that  he  used  such  hard  terms  as  they  httle  looked  for  at  his 
hands ;  "  being  by  birth  a  gentleman ;  by  education  trained 
"  up  to  the  knowledge  of  good  letters ;  instructed  with  the 
"  liberal  disposition  of  a  university,  the  fountain  and  nur- 
"  sery  of  all  humanity :  and  further,  by  God's  good  bless- 
"  ing,  advanced  in  court,  from  whence  the  very  name  of 
"  courtesy  is  drawn."  That  the  prejudice  he  apprehended 
(rom  their  example  against  liis  patent  was  unlikely  to  fall 
out ;  since  other  places  were  not  privileged  as  the  univer- 
sities were.  That  her  majesty's  grant,  by  her  prerogative, 
gave  him  his  title  ;  and  the  like  prerogative  was  the  ground 
of  their  charters.  And  as  he  would  think  it  hard  to  have 
I  his  patent  impeached  by  an  after-grant,  they  hoped  he 
1  irould  with  like  equity  measure  them,  who  were  warranted 
to  have  the  sole  dealing  with  alt  vintners  in  Cambridge  town, 
and  the  precincts  thereof.  Touching  the  imprisonment  of 
the  party,  whom  he  charged  them  with  proceeding  ag^nst 
before  trial,  and  who,  according  to  Mr.  Brown's  promise  to 


'  The  three  Ictlcn,  wbercor  I  liavc  of  Oxford,  from  the  colltctjoiiii  of  Ihv 

bere  (fiTCD  the  BubsUnre  in  Ralc^li't  rcrcrcud  Hud  lifnmed  Mr.  Baker  at 

own  worda,  were  com niBii< died    to  St.  Jolin'a  eolleffe,    Cambridge,  wUo 

me  lij'  the  riglit  liouDurablc  tlic  carl  copied  them  out  of  Ihe  origioals. 


J 


ibe  lord  treasurer,  was  to  have  given  over  at  Michaelmas 
last  ;   however  the  course  thereof  had  been  ollierwise  re- 
ported to  hiin,  it  was  only  at  this  time  to  correct  his  con- 
tempt in  not  appearing,  being  lawfully  warned,  and  refusing 
to  answer  before  the  ordinary  judge,  or  enter  bond  for  ap- 
pearance when  cause  should  require.     That  for  their  own 
part,  it  would  be  no  diaadvatitage  whether  he  or  other,  one 
or  many,  were  vintners  there;  but  in  regard  of  the  youth 
^ernitniiu-d  to  their  charge,  duly  bound  them  to  consider 
^^pk>  they  admitted  to  keep  taverns,  the  number  whereof 
^^^D  was  limited  ;  which,  if  they  exceeded,  would  endanger 
^Hiieir  privileges ;  for  the  preservation  whereof,  as  they  had 
aH  taken  a  special  oath,  au  they  right  humbly  eftsoons  bc- 
srrched  him  to  have  r^;ard  of  tliem  for  their  duties  therein, 
ncluding  thus  :  "  Whatever  kindness  you  shall  any  ways 
ihew  to  the  imiversity,  (U  the  body  thereof  doth  still  am- 
\0inM,  90  the  memory  tJtereof  cannot  decay.     There  is  not 
e  of  tis  but  you  may  readily  command  wherein  it  may 
pIcsEe  you  to  employ  us ;  only  we  pray  you,  and  that  in 
|lhe  heartiest  manner,  to  vouclisafe  us  your  favour  in  mai- 
of  our  privileges;  thii  we  may  leave  them  in  no 
yrse  estate  to  otir  posterity,  tfian  we  did  receive  them  of 
fur  predeeessors.     Thus  desiring  God  so  to  direct  you 
Bwitli  hia  blessed  Spirit,  as  may  be  most  to  his  glory  and 
'  greatest   comfort,  we  lake  our  leave ;  from  Cam- 
Klge  ^-"     This  might  probably  pacify  Ralcgli  at  pre- 
nt,  both  for  their  neglect  in  not  answering  his  letters,  and 
r  fiirwardocss  in  imprisoning  the  man ;  till  the  difference 
I  a  few  months  afterwards  accommodated  by  the  lord 
er,  who  was  chancellor  of  that  university '. 


ihich  opiDlon  is  . 


PTIwalilrapj^oflhii  Inter,  wbcnce      culled,  for  Ihe  nnmiiiatioi 

■  puuenion  of  Hngli  tloward,  esq. 
pFurllu  laid  lord  trvMiirrrBur^- 
jfRvnt,  in  »  letter  to  llT.  Norpite, 
'icr-rliueillor,  on  ibc  i6tb  of 
....,  ijSc,  Ibe  o^HDion  of  the  tiro 
diief  juilcM,  lir  Lhrisloplwr  Wnye 
rnni  lit  EdmuDd  Andennu,  upon  this 
tmlruinif  betwceo  lliat  untreraily 
I   Mr.  R«wBe,  ai  be    i«  tbendii 


"  tioD  of  Tintncra  tliere,  we  think  it 
"  B|>pcrtiiiieth  to  the  uuirerrit^,  by 
"  nnge  nad  cfaincn  from  her  mil' 
"  juty,  mnflrmed  by  psrliamcDt: 
■;  nnil  llint  Mr.  Rnvlic  cbd  DommMte 
"  noDctlicre.  Forlheprice  J  itHtem- 
"  ctb  tbcy  may  Mt  prices,  to  m  it  be 
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And  indeed  at  this  juncture  Rulegh  seems  to  have  hod 
little  leisure  for  further  debates  of  this  kind :  for  llie  parl>»- 
meut  being  soon  after,  on  the  S9th  of  Martrh  1585,  pro- 
rogued, Ralegh  appears  several  way*  engaged  in  the  laud- 
able improvements  of  navigation.  For  his  brother  Adrian 
Gilbert  of  Sandridge,  afterwards  knighted,  in  pursuance  of 
the  arguments  laid  down  by  his  brother  Eir  Humphrey, 
having  been  at  great  charges  in  finding  out  the  northern 
passage  to  China  and  the  Moluccas ;  and  in  consideration 
thereof  been  granted  a  patent  by  the  queen  two  years  be- 
fore this  time,  to  pursue  the  discovery  by  partners,  undi-r 
Contrilniin  the  title  of  ThecoUeagvesr^theJellowshipJiyr  the  discovery 
rowi^  oi'  ^  '^  ■north-west  passage  ;  Ralegh  was  now  one  of  the 
tbr  onnh-  BssociBtes  in  this  enterprise;  and  after  having  duly  con- 
sulted about  the  likelicrst  means  to  success,  and  liberally  con- 
tributed towards  the  expense,  they  chose  captain  John 
Davis,  an  experienced  navigator,  to  be  undertaker  of  the 
exploit.  He  set  first  out  upon  it  this  summer  from  Fal- 
mouth in  two  barks.  When  he  came  to  land  in  nxry^j 
degrees  forty  minutes  latitude,  he  anchored  in  a  very  fair 
road,  under  a  brave  mountain :  which,  for  the  splendid  ap- 
pearance it  made,  the  cliffs  thereof  being  as  orient  as  gold, 
>-  they  named  Mount  Ralegh  <",  in  honour  of  their  proprietor ; 
and  soon  after  fell  into  the  very  passage  they  sought,  since 
well  known  by  the  name  of  Davis's  Straits.  The  farther 
search  whereof,  through  the  same  patronage  and  support, 
captain  Davis  made  in  two  voyages  more,  the  two  following 
years,  and  in  a  manner  completed  the  said  discovery". 


■<  according  Id  the  statute,  and  mt  ■  John  Janu  account  ot  captuo 

"  DlWrwIw.     And  if  tbevintuett  Ml  Davis's  Gnt  vuyiuic  iu  June   15S5, 

"  at  higher   prices,  they  are  to    be  for  the  discoTery  of  the  uorth-w(«l 

"  puoUbed  bylaw.     Which  pcualty  punage,  id  Haklii]rt,Tol.3.  fbl.  i^i. 
"  Ur.  R«wtie  may  diapeiiM:  wilhal;         ■I'baetiro  loyagca  follow  Q>e6r<t 

"  and  yet  cantiot  aue  for  the  penalty  in  the  utne  Tolutur.    Joaonei  Bap- 

*'  by  Ui  patool  against  the  atnlule  tlita  Ramuuna,  in  the  prefan  to  bii 

"  law* :  for  tlierdo    all   libertici  to  third  voliime  of  NaTigatkiui,  writ* 

■*  the  unirenity  is  eicepled."    After  with  respect  to  this  dis«iref7  of  Ih« 

this  wc  hear  do  more  of  the  diapule,  north-wcil  pauage  to  the  East  In- 

Sco  the  laid  lord  Burnley's  letter,  dies,  and  the  attempt  brsl  made  hf 

and  opinion  of  the  judges,  iu   Mr.  ScbaBtiauC«botB,piIot-[niiiorflf Euf- 

Joha  Slrype's  ABuals  of  the  Church,  IaehI,  aa  foUowi  -.  "  II  seeins,  that 

lout.  3.  1718.  rol.343.  >'  God  duca  itill  reaetve  thia  greai 
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But  about  two  months  before  Davis  begun  his  stud  first  Ti 

voyagv  for  rhis  tliscovery,  Ralegh  sent  out  his  own  fleet  for\"C^j,.' 

Virgiuia,  which  c<in»sted  of  seven  sail,  whereof  some  were 

hU  own  ships,  and  they  departed  from  Plymouth  on  the 

9th  of  Apnl,  the  year  above  specified.     He  deputed  his 

gallant   relation  sir  Richard  Grenville  general  of  tlie   ex- 

£lion,nDdAfr.  Ralph  Lone,  who  was  afterwards  knighted, 

■lie  governor  of  tlie  colony  which  they  now  transported. 

;  went  bewdes,  Mr.  Thomas  Candish,  John  Arundel, 

^mond,  Stucley,  Bremigc,  Vincent,  Mr.  John  Clark,  and 

n-ai  others,  whereof  some  were  captains,  and  others  as- 

tnt«  for  counsel  and  direction  in  the  voyage.     So  they 

I  their  course  to  the  Canary  islands,  from  thence  to 

i:a,  and  to  the  island  of  St.  John  do  Puerto  Rico, 

e  tliey  were  sadly  stung  with  the  muskitlos,  and  near 

■ch  they  took  two    Spanish  frigates :  one  whereof  was 

]ghted  with  n  rich  cargo,  and  divers  Spaniards  of  distinc- 

,  who  afterwards  were  ransomed  for  good  round  sums  of 

Then  they  made  away  to  Hispaniola ;  soon  after 

bch  the  general,  and  some  of  his  company,  were  near 

;  cast  away  in  catching  of  seals.     From  thence  iliey 

i  to  Florida",  and  on  the  26th  of  June  anchored  at 

■otokra,  whence  tliey  sent  word  of  their  arrival  to  king 

■ingiita  at  Roanoak.     They  carried  the  Indians  with  them 

England;  and  Manteo,  on  ihe  6th  of  July,  led  Mr. 

iindel  to  the  main  continent,  where  they  found  some  of 


"  from  England  to  tlie  coiut  of  Vir- 
"  ginin,  tlian  to  go  firnt  lo  llie  Caam- 
"  riek,  from  tbcoce  lo  Hispnniolat 
*'  KDd  inlo  the  guU of  Mexico:  tlien 
"  oii[  b;^  CiibH  nnil  tbe  giilf  of  Ba- 
"  hama;  and  m>  coast  aloug  the  iborc 
"  from  Florida  lo  Virginia,  from  ihc 
•'  liibtudeorjaiiiiiiuteit0  4i;  wblirh 
■■  is  in  thorl,"  laya  be,  "  lilie  galag 
"  bviii  London  hy  Portsmoiitbi  and 
■*  from  thence  to  Eieler,  away  to 
•'  Briilot,  and  to  np  by  the  banks  of 
"  the  StveiB  to  cotue  at  Weit-Cliea- 
"  ler."  See  the  Hisloricnl  Acmunl 
of  the  Voyapes  and  AdrciitureB  of 
SitWaltetRalegb.  Bvo.  p.  19. 
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thar  men  who  had  been  conducted  thither  twenty  day^  I 
fore,  by  captain  Itaymond.  On  ihe  eleventh  fullowiog,  the 
general,  accompanied  by  Arundel,  Stuclcy,  Lane,  Canditb, 
Haiiot,  Aiiiadas,  Clark,  and  others,  paseed  over  the  water 
to  the  main  land,  and  victualled  tlieir  ships;  in  which 
voyage  they  first  discovered  the  towns  of  Ponieioc,  Aciuafr- 
gococ,  and  Secotan  ;  also  the  great  lake  Paquipe,  and  many 
other  places;  then  returned  to  thdr  fleet.  They  afterwards 
revisited  tliose  parts,  and  were  kindly  entertained  by  the 
savages.  Coming  at  last  to  anchor  at  Haiorask,  prince 
Grangino,or  Granganinieo,  before  mentioned,  came  attended 
by  Manteo  to  visit  them  on  board  the  admiral,  which  was 
named  the  Tyger.  The  particulars  which  parsed  between 
them  about  the  settlement  are  not  mentioned  in  the  short 
journal  of  this  voyage;  but  we  may  conclude  it  was  agreed 
on  to  their  mutual  satisfaction  ;  since  one  hundred  and  seven 
men,  whose  names  are  printed  at  the  end  of  the  said  journal, 
under  the  government  of  Mr.  Lane,  were  left  for  a  year  in 
the  coimtry,  without  disturbance,  to  begin  the  plantation. 
On  the  25th  of  August  the  general  weighed  anchor,  and  set 
sail  for  England.  About  six  days  after  he  look  a  Spanish 
ship  of  three  hundred  ton,  richly  laden  ;  and  on  tJie  18th 
of  October  arrived  with  the  ptize  at  Plymouth,  where  he 
was  courteously  received  by  his  worshipful  friend  P. 

Of  this  prize  we  have  some  further  account,  if  it  is  to  be 
credited ;  for  it  comes  from  a  man,  who,  in  the  latter  end  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh's  life,  met  with  countenance  to  prove  lus 
greatest  enemy;  but  after  his  death,  found  himself  necesM- 
tated  to  publish  all  the  arguments  he  could  devise,  to  justify 
his  perfidy  towards  him,  and  assuage  the  reproach  of  man- 
kind. This  author,  one  of  king  James*s  knights,  was  the 
BOn,  it  seems,  of  that  Stuclcy  i  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
voyage;  who  is  no   where  called  a  eaptmn,  nor  !secms  to 


'  Sot  the  voyage  made  by  sir  Ri- 
chard Crenrill  for  (ir  Walter  Ralegh 
Id  Virginia,  aouo  igSj.  in  HilUuyt, 
Tol.  3.  fbl.  jji;  and  tlic  abridijc- 
ment  of  il  io  the  Latin  U(e  of  sir 
Hichard   Grenvilt,   liy   H.   Hollsad. 


Hcrwilag.  Augl.  fol.  iGio.  p. 85. 

■<  A  late  nutltor,  in  lua  Life  oT  at 
WiJterRalegh.CBlli  him  John  Suc- 
ley,  from  whiit  authority  I  knoir  not. 
Lives  Engliah  and  Forcigu,  vol.  1- 
p.91. 
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have  had  coniniand  in  any  of  the  ships,  but  to  have  been  a 
private  gentleman,  who  went  over  as  an  assistant  for  counsel, 
or  BTMiM  drreclions  rvlstinj;  to  the  plantation.  But  his  said 
son,  nfttT  Ralegh's  dfaih,  lience  takes  occasion  to  tell  us, 
that  one  day  himself  upbraiding  Ralegh  wiih  the  injury  he 
had  done  bis  father,  in  deceiving  him  of  a  great  adventure, 
"  which  my  said  father,"  saj'she,  "  had  in  the  Tyger,  when 
"  he  went  to  the  West  Indies  with  my  uncle  sir  Richard 
"  Gnmvil);  which  was,  by  his  (Ralegh's)  own  confession, 
"  worth  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  came  all  to  his  hands, 
"  my  fallter's  [lortion  being  at  least  ten  thousand  pounds, 
"  which  he  might  lawfully  claim:  he  answered,  that  the  tjueen, 
**  howevw  she  seemed  a  great  and  good  mistress  to  him  in 
'*  the  cyns  of  the  woi-ld,  yet  was  so  unjust  and  tyrannous  to 
••  him,  disl  she  liud  the  envy,  as  well  of  this  as  of  many 
I* other  her  oppressions,  upon  him:  and  that  she  took  all 

■  the  pearl  in  a  cabinet  unto  herself,  without  so  much  as 
tj^ving  him  one  pearl '.'"    This  is  published  visibly 

{^injustice  upon  Ralegti  towards  that  author's  father, 
Itiludc  towards  the  queen  :  but  how  probable  it 
n  (had  it  proceeded  even  from  an  indifferent  hand) 
)  gruat  a  share  in  this  prize  should  be  due  to  his  - 
klher,  and  no  dissatisfaction  appear  in  his  uncle;  he  who 
it  all,  to  be  allowed  also  no  share ;  or  that  his  father 
•uld  never  claim  so  great  a  sum  hy  law,  which,  as  the 
1  says,  he  might  lawfully  claim ;  and  lastly,  how  so  great 

■  profit  to  Ralegh  will  correspond  with  some  subsequent  ob- 
t-atious  oil  tiie  royal  assistance  he  soon  needed,  through 

■lender  returns  these  Virginian  voyages  made  for  all  the 
■rge  aod  care  he  bestowed  upon  thcni,  must  be  submitted 
>  the  reader's  judgment,  when  lie  shall  arrive  at  those  pas- 
p-* ;  and  more  especially  at  the  tragical  catastrophe  of  the 
Kile  story. 

If  M)  much  good  fortune  did  now  befall  Ralegh,  a  pretty 
t  was  soon  after  made  to  it  by  the  queen  herself; 
LiDUsual  with  the  leisurely  course  of  her  bounty : 
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but  that  it  was  a  favour  in  conjunction,  or  of  a  comprehen-  I 
sive  nature ;  from  a  princij>Bl  sliore  wliercof,  he,  nattier  for  ' 
his  former  eminent,  services,  could  be  justly  excluded  ;  nor  i 
fur  ihe  supjKtrt  of  that  chargeable  discovery,  by  which  he  i 
had  so  newly  deserved.  For  an  end  having  lieen  put  to  the 
Munster  rebellion  by  force  of  arms,  and  the  country  further 
laid  desolate  by  a  raging  famine,  which  devoured  what  the 
sword  had  left,  except  a  few  who  remained  in  cities,  fled  to 
England,  or  could  feed  upon  weeds  and  carrion,  so  as  cvoi 
tn  n>b  the  graves  and  the  gibbets  of  their  dead,  to  keep  the 
dying  alive  * ;  the  t|ueen  soon  became  desirous  of  repeopling 
the  country,  and  to  have  ways  considered  on.  how  the  laie 
earl  of  Desmond's  large  territories  in  Ireland  might  be  div 
posed  of  to  the  advantage  of  her  and  her  subjects.  After 
commissioners  were  sent  over  for  this  purpose,  and  proper 
methods  taken  to  prevent  fraudulent  conveyances  by  the 
rebels,  there  was  now  at  last  a  scheme  resolved  on  for  the 
plantation  of  Munster ;  and  secretary  Fenton  carried  over 
the  instructions  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year '.  The 
whole  forfeiture  was  above  five  hundred  seventy-four  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  " ;  and  after  some  restitutions  liad  bees 
made,  the  remainder  was  divided  into  seigniories  among 
certun  gentlemen-undertakers,  as  they  were  called  " ;  but 


•  Uooliet'ii  Supply  to  the  Chroni- 
dct  oflreUud,  aiijai.  nail  SpcDKr'e 
Viev  oFlreiauil, 

'  Cox'i  HUturf  of  Ireland,  fol. 
3Sg — 391,  See  alio  Howea' Abridg- 
ment of  Stow'i  ChrouicleE,  mdqo 
1585.?- 353- 

■  FyDex  MorytoD  in  his  Itincrnr;-, 
fill.  1G17.  part  I.  cap.  i ■  pflg;c 4.  agrees 
iritii  Coi,  fol.  391.  that  the  number 
of  acm  English  meoaure,  forfeilrd 
\y  the  earl  of  Demond  and  his  con- 
federate!, were  574638.  But  Co\ 
makes  three  variatiotiB  from  Maiy- 
son  in  the  divisiou  of  that  land,  widi 
re^wct  to  lir  Waller  Ralegh's  (ibarc. 
For  Motraoii  makes  Ralq^h's  dirj- 
dond  Id  lie  in  Wiiteribrd  and  Tippe- 
rary;  Cox.  in  Cork  and  Wnlerfbrd; 
Moryaon,  parcelling  four  shares  to- 
gether, allot*  by  pitfut  to  Ihir  esrl  of 
nruond.  sir  Cblistopber  Hatton,  air 
Edward  Filton,  uid  sir  Waller  Ra- 


legh, ti()io  acres.  But  (beir  fbm- 
sharea  joined,  out  of  Cox,  amount  to 
37415  acrea.  Yet  in  Cox  thia  greats 
tract  yield*  but  141/.  13*.  Jd.  jttiif 
rent* ;  and  that  smaller  trad  in  M»- 
rysoQ,  303).  3d.  So  thai  Moryionll 
HccouDt  falls  short  of  Ihe  otber  ia 
14515  seres  of  land;  and  Coi'i  M- 
count  falls  short  of  hia  id  60/.  6>.  Sd. 
yearly  rent.  But  (u  no  other  lutbor 
I  have  met  viib  eipreniy  distin- 
guisbe*  rir  Waller  Ralegh**  share  t» 
have  been  iiooo  acres,  with  rcoti 
661.  131.  id.  besides  Col,  and  b« 
seem*  to  have  had  good  autltorit^  t«t 
that  distinctioD,  1  find  myself  obliged. 
Dot  only  by  necessity,  but  reajon,  t* 
accept  of  Eiis  accounL  See  MS.  col- 
lection in  Idmbeth  lib.  marked  SI. 
fol.  166. 

•  Sii  Francis  WalsiDgham'a  Tahl«- 
book,  MS.Svo.  p.  iji. 
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chiefly  such  as  had  been  instrumental  in  appeasing  the  Irish 
rebellion.  One  of  the  largest  divisions,  which  was  twelve 
thousand  acres,  situate  in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Water- 
ford,  was  given  by  her  majesty  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  andHisaeig- 
his  heirs,  with  certain  privileges  and  immunities,  upon  those  j^j'J,^" 
conditions  of  planting  and  improving  the  same,  to  which  the 
rest  were  also  obliged  J,  And  though  many  of  the  under- 
takers did  not  people  their  seigniories  with  well-^ected 
English,  but  sold  them  to  English  papists,  or  otherwise  to 
their  profit,  nor  fortified  according  to  their  covenants,  nor 
forbore  encroaching  upon  the  lands  of  the  loyal  and  pro- 
tected  Irish,  (as  the  crown  on  the  other  side  failed  of  main- 
taining certain  forces  promised  for  their  security  from  fresh 
invasions;)  yet  I  meet  with  none  of  those  irregularities  ob- 
jected to  Ralegh :  on  the  contrary,  that  he  peopled  his  plan- 
tation unexceptionably ;  that  he  kept  the  said  estate  to  the 
latter  end  of  the  queen^s  reign,  and  then  sold  it  to  Richard 
Boyle,  afterwards  the  famous  earl  of  Cork,  as,  in  a  me- 
morial of  his  own  life,  the  said  earl  has  related  ^.  But  as 
capacious  as  this  benefit  seemed,  it  was  rather  expensive 
perhaps  at  first,  than  profitable  to  him. 

For  ar  Richard  Grenvill,  who,  at  his  departure  from 
Virginia,  had  promised  the  colony  he  left  behind  to  return 
punctually  with  supplies  by  the  following  Easter  at  fur- 
thest, was  not  altogether  so  expeditious  as  they  expected ; 
probably  through  some  difficulties  attending  the  charge 
thereof,  which  Ralegh^'s  new  undertaking  of  planting  also 
that  sdgniory  might  probably  render  more  burdensome* 
Grenvill  brought  over  letters  from  governor  Lane  to  a  very 
worthy  encourager  of  all  naval  adventures^ ;  describing  the 


y  Cdz,  fol.  391.  and  MS.  io  Bibl. 
Lambeth  lib.  C. 

*  It  is  a  maonacript,  entitled.  True 
Remembrances,  for  the  benefit  and 
informaticni  of  his  posterity,  written 
anno  i6.)a,  remaintng  in  the  family 
of  Ins  noble  descendants.  See  the  Life 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Orrery,  by  Eustace 
Bndgdl,  esq.  8to.  173a.  p.  3.  and  18. 
Mr.  Thoresby  also  mentions  tUs  MS. 
ia  bis  accoant  of  the  family  of  the 


Boyles,  towards  the  end  of  his  Topo- 
graphy of  Leeds,  printed  in  fol.  1 7 15. 
•  Richard  Hakluyt  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  esq.  kinsman  to  the  indus- 
trious Richard  Hakluyt,  preacher  of 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  who  published 
the  Voyages,  as  maybe  distinguished 
in  the  preface  to  his  first  edition  of 
them,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  and 
not  tiie  same  person  with  the  said 
Oxonian,  as  Anthony  Wood  has  oon- 
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commodities  and  fertility  of  the  country  ihey  were  about  to 
cultivate  anii  civilize :  the  said  governor  also  drew  up  notes 
while  he  was  there,  which  he  afterwards  methodized  into  a 
i' discourse  of  two  parts,  displaying  the  "  particularities  of 
*  <'  the  country  of  Virginia,  and  the  reasons  which  inovcd 
"  their  departure  from  thence  into  England  ^.''^  In  this 
discourse  we  learn  that  their  discovery  for  ar  Walter  Ra- 
legh had  extended  from  Roanosk  southward,  as  far  as  Se- 
eotan,  about  eighty  miles ;  northward  as  far  as  the  Chese- 
jnans,  being  a  hundred  and  lliirty  miles  more ;  and  to  tlu- 
north-West,  as  far  as  Chawanook,  a  hundred  and  thirty 
miles :  and  further  mentions  many  towns  about  the  water- 
side, discovered  by  tlie  way.  It  also  informs  us  of  his  in- 
quiries after  a  fishery  and  traffick  for  pearl  in  those  parts;  be- 
ndes  a  mine  of  strange  metal  like  copper,  but  paler  and 
softer :  moreover,  of  the  taking  prince  Skyco  prisoner;  and 
after  the  death  of  Granganiiiteo  aforesaid,  how  his  brother 
king  Wingina  changed  his  name,  and  pknted  an  insurrec- 
tion against  the  English,  for  which  he  lost  his  life :  while 
another  king,  called  Okisco,  sent  to  pay  homage  and  ac- 
knowledge subjection  to  the  grand  Weroanza,  or  queen  of 
England;  and  after  her,  to  Mr  Walter  Ralegh.  Lastly, 
the  arrival  of  sir  Francis  I>rake  about  tlie  lOth  of  June 
1586,  who,  returning  from  his  prosperous  conquest  of  St. 
Domingo,  Cartagena,  and  St.  Augustine,  determined,  in  his 
way  homeward,  to  visit  his  friend's  colony  in  Virguiia.  niey 
had  desp^red  of  sir  Richard  Grenvill's  promise ;  and  the 
rather,  because  of  the  preparations  then  making  tor  Flan- 
ders, and  other  parts  of  America.  Their  corn  was  indeed 
within  a  fortnight  of  inviting  the  sickle;  but  they  were  iu 
need  of  many  other  provisions.  Hereupon  Drake  readily 
proffered  them  all  manner  of  supplies,  by  victuals,  men, 
ammunition,  and  ships,  to  carry  on  and  complete  tlicir 
■Worthy  undertaking.  The  governor  desired  only  a  Mp, 
I  and  so  much  provision  as  about  August  would  carry  biui 


dcd  tliL'Ri.  llie  gaveroor'a  lut-  ■■  Tliis  dUraurae  of  Mr.  Lanc'i 
]  ibe  Mid  tcmiiUr  it  in  Ilia  kins-  nMdUtcIv  foJlovi,  in  the  mbk 
■  Uiird  viiluinc,  fol,  1,114.  lumc.  Col.  15;. 
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and  his  company  to  England^  wUdi  Drake  granted  in  full 
sufficiency;  besides  pinnaces,  boats,  and  two  experienced 
masters  or  pilots,  to  abide  with  them,  and  apply  themselTes 
earnestly  in  the  action.  All  this  was  performed  in  two 
days.  On  the  next  dmyy  while  some  were  writing  letters 
into  England,  and  others  relating  their  adv^itures  to  each 
other,  some  at  sea,  some  on  shore,  thaie  arose  a  most  violent 
tempest,  which  lasted  three  days ;  drove  most  of  the  fleet 
from  their  anchc»s  away  to  sea,  and  in  them  the  provinons 
and  masters  aforesaid,  with  the  chief  of  the  English  colony; 
whom  they  saw  no  more  till  they  met  in  England.  Then 
Drake  {NX)ffered  them  another  ship ;  but  the  rest  of  the 
colony  who  ware  left  behind,  all  begged  to  go  for  England; 
to  whicb  Drake  consenting,  took  them  aboard  on  the  19th 
of  June,  and  set  sail^.  Sir  Walter  Ral^h  had  in  the  mean  The  Uiini 
time  provided  a  ship  of  a  hundred  ton,  freighted  with  all  \iJj^a. 
kind  of  provisions  in  a  most  plentiful  manner,  for  the  rdief 
of  this  colony ;  but  not  sailing  till  after  Easter,  the  said 
colony  was  newly  departed  before  this  fresh  supply  arrived 
at  Virginia.  After  some  time  spent  up  the  country,  in 
seeking  the  colony,  and  not  finding  it,  they  returaed  with 
all  the  provision  aforesaid  into  England  <^.  About  a  fort- 
night after,  sir  Richard  Grenvill  arrived  at  Virginia  with 
three  ships  more,  well  stored  for  the  same  company  of 
planters:  but  he,  after  much  search,  missing  also  of  them 
and  of  the  aforesaid  ship,  left  fifteen  men  at  Roanoak  with 
plenty  of  supplies,  and  made  for  England ;  not  without 
some  conquests  over  the  Spaniards  at  the  Azores  in  his  re- 
turn^. And  indeed  Ralegh  was  also  about  this  very  time 
victorious  at  the  same  place :  for,  when  he  sent  the  aforesidd 
ship  to  relieve  his  colony,  or  soon  after,  be  despatched  two 
more,  named  the  Serpent  and  Mary  Spark,  both  of  them 

*  See  Lnne's  faid  accouot  of  the  began  1585,  in  the  same  volume,  fol. 

particiiUurities  of  the  employment  of  547. 

the  EogUahmen  left  in  Virginia  by  ^  Account  of  the  third  voyage  for 

fir  Ridiard  Grenrill,  &c.  directed  to  the  relief  of  the  colony  in  Virginia, 

ar  Walter  Ralegh ;  in  Haklnyt  afore-  at  the  sole  charges  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 

aaid,  §oL  164.    Also  Tho.   Gates's  legh,  the  same  volume,  fol.  265. 

summary  and  tme  discourse  of  sir  *  Ibid. 
Frauds  Drake's  West  Indian  voyage, 
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his  own,  to  the  Azores  ngainst  the  Spaniards,  utider  the 
conduct  of  captain  Jacob  Whiddon,  John  Evesham,  and 
others.     They   departed  from   Plymouth  on   t!ie    10th  of 

u  June  aforesaid,  and  took  more  Spanish  prizes  than  they 
could  bring  home.  In  one  of  them  was  the  governor  of 
St,  Michael's  island  ;  in  another,  which  they  took  near  the 
isle  of  Graciosa,  was  tlie  famous  Pedro  de  Sermienio,  go 
vemor  of  the  Straits  of  Magellan ;  who  was  the  furthest 
and  most  experienced  navigator  in  all  Spain'.  They  took 
also  three  other  vessels,  but  turned  two  adrift,  after  having 
taken  out  of  them  what  they  wanted,  because  they  could 
not  spare  hands  to  man  them  ;  and  alter  a  f^ght  for  thirty- 
two  hours  with  two  great  caracks,  and  the  other  guard- 
ships  of  twenty  siul  more,  richly  lailcn,  thtfy  gave  over  fur 

■  want  of  powder,  and  returned  safe  to  Plymouth,  where  they 
were  received  with  triumphant  joy ;  then  proceeding  to 
Southampton,  they  were  met  by  their  owner  sir  Waller 
Ralegh,  who  rewarded  them  with  their  shares  out  of  the  mer- 
chandise, and  other  commodities  of  value,  which  in  those 
three  prizes  were  thus  taken  from  the  enemy  s.  Not  long 
after  this,  there  was  another  voyage  set  out,  the  same  year, 
by  the  earl  of  Cumberland  to  the  South  sea,  but  performed 
no  further  than  the  latitude  of  forty-four  degrees  to  the 
south  of  the  equinoctial,  in  which  as  sir  Waller  Ralegh  was 
also  an  adventurer,  his  fine  pinnace,  named  Dorothy,  being 
engaged  therein,  and  some  small  prizes  also  being  taken,  he 
had,  DO  doubt,  his  proportion  in  the  profits  that  arose  from 
them''. 

'While  thii  Suriniciilo  wm   Ra-  rcnce, sgniuittbeignonuit  describen 

Icgh'i  prlfodcrin  Euglnnd,  tbeywerr  of  remote  plAcei,  in  r>rour  of  liberal 

one  day  surveying  a  mnp  togcllier,  coiijccturc,  hi  ealigtitcD  the  obscuri- 

concerning   nhich    Snnniento    (old  ties  ur  KDcieDt  timet.    See  the  Hi>- 

him  ■  plenMUt  slory  of  the  PHiDter's  tnry  of  Ibe  World,  llh.   a.  cap.   i  j. 

Wirei  laland;   which  Ralegh,  after-  aect.  4. 

wards, iDgeniously  applied;  wlierolic  i  Sec  Johu  Et-CEhun'a  aceouDt  of 

compBm  the  liLcrtics  of  local  and  the  TOyHgF  lo  the  Azores  vilh  twii 

tuatorical  fiction,  or  such  ns  geogra-  piuuacei  belouging  to  Hir  Walter  Ra- 

pben  make,  infilling  up  the  bUnli  Icvb,  Ac.  in  ij(86.  in  Hakluyt.  vol.*. 
■pwci  of  tlieir  maps  with  lauds  ot 
pigmk*,  and  rucks  of  loail-Mouc 
to  time  uf  hialoriaos,  in  repairing 
the  broken  aecoiiulsof  paktages:  yet 
conclildn  with  an  encouraging  diffe- 


Mr.  Julin  Suracoll,  in  Haklu; 
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But  to  return  to  the  Vir^nian  oolooy :.  it  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth OD  the  S7th  of  July  followmg.  Camden  has  re- 
membered, that  by  this  colony  of  Ral^h'^s,  and  in  those 
ships  of  Drake^s,  the  famous  American  plant  called  tobacco 
was  first  brought  into  England,  by  or  under  governor  Lome', 
doubtless  according  to  the  instructions  they  had  receiYed  of 
their  proprietor ;  for  the  introduction  among  us  of  that  com- 
modity is  generally  ascribed  to  Ral^h  himself.  There 
are  some  pleasant  stories  of  this  plant,  with  relation  to  him, 
which  have  been  as  carefully  preserved  as  the  box  he  kept 
it  in  ^.  ^ut  the  tradition  of  ^^  Ral^i^s  smoking  tobacco  at 
first  privately  in  his  study,  and  of  the  servant,  who  used 
to  wait  on  him  there,  surprising  him  one  time  with  his 
tankard  of  ale  and  nutmeg  as  he  was  intent  upon  his 
^^  book,  before  he  had  done  his  pipe ;  and  seeing  the  smoke 
^^  reeking  out  of  his  mouth,  threw  all  the  ale  in  his  £u»; 
*^  then  running  down  stairs  alarmed  the  family  with  repeated 
'^  exclamations,  that  '  his  master  was  on  fire,  and  before 
'*  they  could  get  up  would  be  burnt  to  ashes  ^T*" — ^this  I 
say,  if  true,  has  nothing  in  it  of  more  surprising  or  unpa- 
ralleled simplicity,  than  there  was  in  that  poor  Norw^;ian, 
who  upon  the  first  sight  of  roses  could  not  be  induced  to 
touch,  though  he  saw  them  grow,  being  so  amazed  to  be- 
hold trees  budding  with  fire  ^i  or,  to  come  closer  by  way 
of  retaliation,  than  there  was  in  those  Virginians  themselves, 
who,  the  first  time  they  seized  upon  a  quantity  of  gun- 


(( 


(t 


C4 


*  Annai.  Rqf.  Eliz.  anno  1585. 

^  Being  at  L«ed8  in  Yprkshire/soon 
after  Mr.  Ralph  Tfaoresby  the  anti- 
qnary  died,  anno  1725,  I  aaw  his 
nraaeam ;  and  in  it,  among  his  other 
rarities,  what  himself  has  publicly 
called  (in  the  catalogue  thereof,  an- 
nexed to  his  Antiquities  of  that  town) 
sir  Walter   Ralegh's   tobacco  box. 
From  the  best  of  my  memory,  I  can 
resemble  its  outward  appearance  to 
nodiing  more  nearly  than  one  of  our 
modem  muff-cases;  about  the  same 
beigfal  and  width,  cohered  with  red 
leaUier,  and  opened  at  top  (but  with  a 
hinge,!  think)  like  one  of  those.  In  the 
in^e  there  was  a'^caWty  for  a  receirer 
of  glass  or  metal,  which  might  hold 


half  a  pound  or  a  pound  of  tobacco; 
and  from  the  edge  of  the  reorirer  at 
top,  to  the  edge  of  the  box,  a  drcular 
stay  or  collar,  with  holes  in  it,  to 
plant  the  tobacco  about,  with  six  or 
eight  pipes  to  smoke  it  in.  Hiis  tra- 
▼elling  box,  with  the  MSS.  medals, 
and  other  rarities  in  its  company, 
descending  to  a  young  clergyman, 
the  son  of  the  deceased,  was  soon 
after  reported  to  have  been  trans- 
lated to  London.  * 

1  The  Rritish  Apollo,  3d  edition, 
1726.  vol.  a.  p.  376. 

■  Tho.  Forde's  Fenestra  in  Pec- 
tore  :  a  collection  jof  familiar  letters, 
8vo.  1660.  p.  81. 
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powder  which  belonged  to  the  English  colony,  aon^  it  for 
grain,  or  the  seed  of  some  strange  vegetable,  in  the  earth, 
with  full  expectation  of  reaping  a  plentiful  crop  of  com- 
bustion by  the  next  harvest  to  scatter  tbeir  enemies  ".  But 
i  IdIkhIuco  passing  over  these  tales ;  as  Ralegh  was  the  6rst  who  brou^l 
"  ,  this  herb  in  request  among  us,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
thatgreattraffickthercwithjwhich  has  been  of  such  consider- 
able benefit  tu  bis  country,  there  is  no  less  honour  due  lo 
him  than  has  been  conferred  on  thai  ambassador  who  had 
before  brought  it  out  of  Portugal  into  France  ;  where,  in 
mentioning  the  herb,  they  pay  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
the  importer,  by  calling  it  Nicotiana,  after  bis  own  name : 
nay,  his  politic  sovereign,  Catharine  de  MedJda,  did  so 
zealously  encourage  the  use  of  it,  that  it  was  also  aftt-rwords, 
in  honour  of  her,  called  the  queens  kerb".  Nor  was  the 
queen  of  England  backward  in  listening  to  and  promoting 
^e  advantages  it  was  promised  to  produce.  We  may  gather 
&om  some  authors,  that  she  was  very  curious  to  know 
its  virtues  and  properties;  and  that  once  convemng  with 
Ralegh  upon  this  subject,  "  he  assured  her  majesty  he  had 
"  so  well  experienced  the  nature  of  it,  that  be  could  te\\  her 
"  of  what  weight  even  the  smoke  would  be  in  any  quantity 
"  proposed  to  be  consumed.  Her  majesty  fixing  her  thoughts 
"  upon  the  most  impracticable  pari  of  llie  experiment,  thai 
"  of  bounding  the  smoke  in  a  balance,  suspected  that  he 
**  put  the  traveller  upon  her,  and  would  needs  lay  him  a 
«  wager  he  could  not  solve  the  doubt :  so  he  procured  a 
'*  quantity  agreed  upon  to  be  thoroughly  smoked ;  then 
'*  went  to  weighing,  but  it  was  of  the  ashes ;  and  in  the  con- 
"  clunoa,  what  was  wanting  in  the  prime  weight  erf*  the 
*•  tobacco,  her  majesty  did  not  deny  to  have  been  evaporated 
*'  in  smoke ;  and  further  said,  that '  many  labourers  in  the 


■■  Wiiutuilcy'i  HiUoncal  Rari- 
&e*,8(o.  1668. 

• "  Jeui  Nlcoti  ni(itrfileirequ£ic9, 
"  Dmbusudeur  dc  FrancQ  en  Porlu- 
"  kbI;  d'oti  il  apport*  If  jircmier  k 
"  U  rcinc  (jitbarine  de  Mcdidi,  In 
"  raiaeuEcplfiuieiteTtDAr  ;  lA<inelle 
"  tut   Doiamit   il'itbord    NicoUaiic, 


"  reiuo,  il  cause  que  CnllwriiHl  ilc 
"  Medici^  Is  mil  en  r^putaliun  Ubdk 
"  le  mysume,  &e.  11  c*t  murt  icts 
"  I'bud^ ijjg."  Dmcrip. dcla  VUlo 
do  Piru,  par  Germ«iD  Brice.  Sept. 
aUtAnrt.  i}iB.  tani. ).  p.  no. 
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*^  fire  she  had  beard  of  who  turned  tbeir  gold  into  smoke,  but 
^^  Ralegh  was  the  first  who  had  turned  smoke  intogoUP.  ^^ 
Whether  those  two  queens  did  ever  reoonunend  tl^  use  of 
this  herb  by  their  own  example,  we  are  not  certain ;  but 
it  is  evident,  it  soon  became  of  such  vogue  in  queen  £li« 
zabeth^'s  court,  that  some  of  the  great  hdies,  as  well  m 
noblemen  therein,  would  not  scru[de  to  take  a  pipe  som^ 
times  v^  sodaUy :  however,  it  was  such  an  abominalion  to 
the  refined  palate  of  her  Scotch  suocesscNr,  that  he  not  imiy 
refused  the  use  of  it  himself,  but  endeavoured  to  rob  hi| 
crown  of  what  has  since  [woved  one  of  its  greatest  revenues^ 


«i 


« 


<< 
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p  Apopbtfaegms  of  the  English  Na- 
tion, MS.  quarto,  inter  CoU^  Rodnei 
Fane,  annig.  And  James  Howel  in  his 
E^sdcs^  vol.  3.  has  a  whole  letter 
upon  tobacco,  where  he  mentions  also 
in  effect  this  story  of  nr  Walter  Ra- 
legh's wager  with  the  qoeen. 

«  An  author  of  experience  has  lately 
iuformed  ns,  *'  that  the  benefit  of 
this  regetsble  to  Great  Britain  is 
prodigious,  if  we  consider  the  short 
**  time  since  it  was  first  introduced 
«  into  England  by  sir  Walter  Ra- 
"  legh.    It  is  now  become,"  says  be, 
tiK  staple  of  two  of  his  majesty's 
coloniet)  inhabited  by  half  a  mil- 
lion of  people;    many  of  whom 
conld  hardly  support  themselves  at 
home ;  yet  there  they  lire  in  great 
*'  splendour  and  ease;  baring  sump- 
**  tuons    buildings,  rich   equipages, 
"  sUnres,  and  other  attendants.    Ac- 
"  cording  to  theexactest  computation 
**  that  has  been  made  on  this  branch 
**  of  our  trade,  about  430  sail  of 
**shipa,  with  above  5000  seamen, 
'*  bare  been  employed  in  one  year  to 
**  bring  over  about  75,000  hogsheads 
*'  of  tobacco  from  Virginia  and  Ma> 
*  *  ryland ;  the  Troight  of  which,  at  SL 
per  ton,  (a  medium  in  times  of 
peace,)  amounts  to  150,000/.  ster- 
ling ;  most  of  which  sum  centres 
**  among  ourselves,  ia  tbe  payment 
'*  of  sailors  and  tradesmen,  who  live 
by  shipping;    besides  about   151. 
per   hogshead  customhouse  £ees, 
cooperage,   lighterage,    wliarfage, 
porterage,  cartage,  warehouse  rent, 
**  brokerage,    and     other    incident 
charges.     It  is  further  calculated, 
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**  that  out  of  the  said  75,000  bogs- 
**  heads  imported,  there  are  exported 
<<  46,000  bogalieads,oontaining  720AW 
'<  per  hogshead,  at  foor  pence  per 
"  pound  on  board ;  which  amouiili 
"  to  552,000/.  ^towards  sopportiiif 
**  the  balance  of  trade  with  ibreigB 
"  nations."   The  saoM  anthor  a  Utlli 
further   observes,  as  another  great 
benefit  arising  from  this  vegetable, 
'*  that  the  produce  is  laid  out  in  onr 
*<  British  manufactures,  and  exported 
«  to  the  British  odonies ;  which  ia 
<  <  one  year  has  amounted  to  $9o/)ooL 
"  (and  would  be  much  more,  if  pro- 
<'  per  encouragement  were  given  to 
*'  manufacture  it  before  exportation:) 
'<  therefore  it  may  be  justly  said, 
« that    tobacco   is  beoovie   in  few 
«  years   one  of  the  moat  valuable 
**  branches  of  trade    bdonging   to 
<<  Great  Britain."  Thus  far  Mr.  John 
Lacy,  tobaceo-merchant,  in  bis  Ob- 
serrations  on  tbe  Nature,  Use,  and 
Trade  of  Tobacco.  Folio,  one  sheet, 
printed  Mar.  1.  1733.    Besides  the 
advantage  this  vegetable  is  of  to  trade, 
a  large  revenue  arises  to  the  crown 
by   custooA- duties  on  tobacco.— 
1  have  seen  several  accounta  of  its 
gross  and  net  produce,  aud  also  se« 
veral  estimates  of  what  it  rnigl^  fur- 
ther produce,  if  put  under  a  new  re- 
gulation :  but  there  being  so  much 
difference  in  tbe  several  calculatioaa, 
that  no  certain  judgment  can,  with- 
out much  scnitiiiy  and  distinctioa, 
be  formed  from   them;  it  may  be 
thought  sufficient  here  to  observe, 
that  1  have  seeu  an  account,  upon  tke 
veracity  whereof  I  c«n  depend,  by 
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by  restraining  his  aulijects  also  from  it.  Indeed  it  is  doi  tu 
be  wondered  that  such  a  philosopher,  as  tvuld  magnify  the 
power  of  witches  after  the  maDner  lie  lias  done  in  one  of 
his  learned  pamphlets',  should  be  sitch  a  politician  as  to 
discourage  the  taking  of  tobacco  in  another  K  But  those 
who  have  not  admired  at  his  prejudice  in  tliis  attempt  to 
dispel  the  fumes  of  that  herb  wltli  greater  of  his  own,  if  I 
may  allude  to  the  witty  title  of  his  performance  without  iin- 
I  putation  of  irreverence  to  his  memory,  may  yet  applaud  his 
policy,  in  so  far  conducing  to  its  suppression,  as  to  exclude 
it  from  the  body  of  his  works,  when  this  royal  pamphleteer 
resolved  to  become  an  author  in  folio.     As  for  the  uses  and 


icli  it  Bppeim,  the  iiioDe]r  pitid  on 

>   All  uticle  of  tobBCFO  iuto  bis  inn- 

I    Juty'B  eichequer  in  llic  year  1731, 

Wu  I7S,177I-  81.  lorf.    ■nd  Uint   n 

Dwdiuiu  fur  Beren  years  past  ID  that 

tbnc  wu  169,0791.  (M.  loil. 

'  Dsmoiiologie  :  a  Dismurac  iu 
tbrer  books,  Ediub.  aim  privil.  reg. 
4(0.  1597.  Id  the  preface  wbereof, 
king  James  protetits"  he  did  not  pub- 
•'  liah  Uiis  pamphlet  for  n  shew  of  bis 
"  learning  and  ingine,  but  to  prcaose 
"  thereby,  aa  far  as  he  can,  to  resolre 
"  the  doubltn);  harti  of  many,  liotL 
■'  that  such  BBsanlts  of  Sallian  are 
"  most  certainly  prnctiscd,  and  that 
"  the  iDsCrumeutes  thereof  meribi 
"  most  severely  to  lie  puniihed  ; 
"  ngnluit  the  damunblr  opinions  of 
"  two  priDcipsllyin  our  age;  whcre- 
"  of  the  one,  called  Scot,  an  Eiigliah- 
**  man,  is  not  asbamed  iu  public 
••print  10  deny,  tJiat  ttiere  can  be 
"such  a  thing  as  wilcbcrafl ;  >□ 
*'  mBintEines  Itieold  error  of  tlieSad- 


g  for  Uiei 


impunity,  tie 


■*  plainly  iMwrayes  himself  W  have 
"  been  one  oftbnl  profcstioa."  Then 
Us  iDsjesty  lays  dorn  the  mclbod  be 
Intenda  to  foUoH,  in  apeaking,  Grsi, 
Of  magic  and  necromancy ;  aecond- 
I;,  of  sorcery  aud  wil4±craft ;.  lastly, 
M  all  kinds  of  spiriti  and  spectres, 
Ibal  appesra  and  troubles  pcraoas. 
His  further  affinnatioa  of  magiciaus 


raising  aaddenly  all  dainty  diafae* ; 
bringing  wine  onl  of  a  wall ;  and 
making  men  unable  for  votoeu,  ron- 
tains  not  yet  the  moat  remarkable 
pastHtgcsin  this  crowned  anlbor;  for 
if  you  would  hare  a  masterpiece  of 
bis  royal  scbotarship  in  the  myalerici 
of  nature,  turn  to  bia  chapter  of  the 
hiculii  and  Succubi  j  there  yon  have 
Rex  PlHtonicua  in  perfectloD.  Bui 
as  mauy  old  women's  notions  as  there 
are  in  this  tract,  sir  Walter  Ralegli 
wu  at  the  paina  of  finding  KHnelluug 
he  could  approve  in  it,  and  generoust  jr 
honours  its  anibor  before  all  others 
for  the  same,  a>  may  be  sceu  by  the 
very  tint  quotation  be  makoa  in  the 
iutroduc^u  to  his  History  of  the 
World. 

'  Entitled  Ibc  LIoaDter-blast  t 
Tobacco,  4to.  wilhout  dale.  Tberr 
is  also  extant  king  James's  vamuit 
to  the  lord  troasurer  Dorset,  anno 
i6o4,for  laying  a  good  heav]' impo- 
sition u[ion  tobacco,  that  less  qnan* 
tily  may  be  brought  into  the  realm, 
and  only  euflicient  for  the  better  son, 
who  will  use  it  wilh  modcniion  fat 
their  health  ;  wherefore  he  autboriaea 
the  said  Ireasarcr  to  order,  that  fr 
the  iGtIi  of  October  eusulng,  tlic  pro- 
per otBcere  should  take  of  all  who 
import  tobacco  the  sum  of  ini  sJ 
liofia  and  eight  pence  opon  ercry 
pound  weight,  orer  and  above  Che 
cuitom  of  two  pence  per  pound, 
uaiially  paid  heretorore,  Rymer's 
Pcedera,  torn,  t6.  fol.  6ot. 
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virtues  of  this  plant ;  since  so  many  learned  writers  have 
given  us  whcie  books  upon  them,  I  shall  only  here  observe, 
from  the  first  author  among  us,  who  wrote  thereof  out  of 
his  own  experience,  immediately  upon  his  return  with  the 
colony  aforesaid  fix>m  Virginia,  where  he  had  been  employed 
by  Ral^h  to  survey  the  country  and  describe  its  products; 
that  the  savages  distinguished  it  by  sowing  it  impart  from  all 
other  vegetables,  and  held  it  of  highest  estimation  in  all 
their  sacrifices  by  fire,  water,  and  air,  either  for  thanksgiving 
to,  or  pacification  of  their  gods.  And  as  by  sucking  it 
through  pipes  of  clay  they  purged  all  gross  hiunours  fixxm 
the  head  and  stomach,  opened  all  the  pores  and  passage  of 
the  body,  preserving  it  from  obstructions,  or  breddng  them, 
whereby  they  notably  preserved  health,  and  knew  not  many 
grievous  diseases  wherewith  we  in  England  are  often  afflicted; 
so  "  we  ourselves,"  says  he,  **  during  the  time  we  were  there, 
^^  used  to  suck  it  after  their  manner,  as  also  since  our  re- 
^^  turn,  and  have  found  many  rare  and  wonderful  experi- 
^^  ments  of  its  virtues,  whereof  the  relation  would  require  a 
'^  volume  by  itself,  the  use  of  which  by  so  many  men  and 
^'  women  of  great  calling,  as  well  as  others,  and  some  learned 
**  phyncians  also,  is  sufficient  witness  ^'" 

The  learned  author  of  this  account,  Mr.  Thomas  Hariot, 
a  famous  mathematician,  of  whom  something  more  will  be 
spoken  hereafter,  having  further  in  the  said  discourse  con- 
futed the  calumnies  which  had  been  raised  of  this  new  dis- 
covered country,  by  the  idle,  ignorant,  and  avaricious  part 
of  the  colony  lately  returned  from  it,  and  given  a  faithful 
relation  of  the  merchantable  commodities,  with  those  fit  for 
food  or  building,  and  an  account  of  the  natures  of  the  peojde, 
in  three  parts,  expresses  himself  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  whole  in  this  manner.  "  Seeing  the  air  there  is  so  tem- 
**  perate  and  wholesome ;  the  soil  so  fertile,  and  yielding 
**  such  commodities  as  I  have  before  mentioned ;  the  voyage 

<  A  brief  and  true  Report  6(  the  colonj,  and  there  employed  in  diaco- 

new-  found  laud  of  Virginia,  &c.  writ-  vering  a  fuU  tweWemonth.  Htkluyt, 

ten  by  Thomas  Hariot,  terrant  to  vol.3,  fol. 271. 
fir  Walter  Ralegh,  a  member  of  the 
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"  also  to  and  fro  sufficiently  experienced  to  be  performed 
*'  twice  a  year  with  case,  and  at  any  season ;  and  the  deal* 
"  ing«  of  sir  Walter  RaJegh  so  liberal  in  large  giving  and 
"  granting  lands  there,  as  is  already  known,  with  msny 
^  *'  helps  and  furtherances  else ;  the  least  that  he  hath  granted 
"  '*  having  been  five  hundred  acres  to  a  man  only  for  tJie  ad- 
"  venture  of  his  person :  I  hope  there  remains  no  cause 
**  whereby  the  action  should  be  tnisliked  "." 

There  are  many  other  public  tcstiraoiiies  in  reconunenda- 
tion  of  this  cnteqirisc,  especially  of  Ralegh's  discreet  orders 
or  instructions  to  these  first  undertakers,  as  well  as  some 
complaints  that  his  said  directions  were  not  always  punc- 
tually followed ;  and  I  remember  to  have  met  with  a  scarce 
old  tract  in  the  Lambeth  library,  written  by  a  learned  and 
ingenious  author  of  those  times,  wherein,  according  to  his 
brief  and  volatile  way,  skimming  over  the  characters  of 
many  emiocni  contem[N>raricB,  he  mentions  ^r  Walter  Ra- 
left's  political  government  of  Vbginia".  But  whwe  to 
come  at  those  particular  laws  or  instructions  now,  I  know 
not,  though  they  seem  to  have  been  in  the  possesion  of  sir 
Francis  Walsingham,  (a  great  encouragcr  of  these  planta- 
tions,) For  I  find  a  bundle  entitled.  Matters  relating  to  sir 
Walter  RdUgiCa  voyages,  mentioned  in  the  inventory  of 
that  secretary ''s  state-papers  relating  to  the  navy,  about  llits 
time  y.  But  the  author,  who  diis  year  dedicates  his  Irish 
history  to  Ralegh,  has,  in  general  terms,  both  largely  com- 
mended his  proceedings  in  that  discovery,  and  informed  us 
of  others  who  have  done  the  like.  For  having  mentioned 
tlieill  success  wherewith  his  first  maritime  adveniures  were 
attended,  as  a  matter  sufficient  to  have  dismayed  a  man  of 
common  resolution  from  the  like  attempts  for  the  fiiture,  he 
adds,  "  Yet  you,  more  respecting  the  good  ends  where^ 
"  unto  you  levelled  your  line  for  the  good  of  your  country, 
"  did  not  give  over  till  you  had  recovered  a  land,  and  had 


"  Htr.  Iluriol'a  R«|>nrt  of  tbe  new-  Superrrngatioa,  &c.  4(0.  IS93, 

founil   land  in  Virf^nU.  as  iKrorc,  t  Sir  Franda  WiUingliiim'iTaMp- 

p.  iSo.  book,  MS.  8to.  p.  44 

«  I)r.   Gnbrid   H«iTcy'»  Vxcnt's 
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**  made  a  plantatk»i  of  the  people  of  your  own  English  na- 
*'  tion  in  Viiginia,  the  first  English  colony  that  was  ever 
planted  there ;  not  a  little  to  the  derogaticm  of  the  Spa- 
niards^ glory  and  impeachment  to  their  vaunts,  who,  be- 
cause with  all  cruel  immanity  they  subdued  a  naked  and 
yielding  people,  whom  they  sought  for  gain,  and  not  for 
^^  religion  or  the  plantation  of  a  commonwealth,  over  whom, 
^^  to  satisfy  their  insatiable  cpvetousness,  they  did  most 
^^  cruelly  tyrannize,  and  against  the  course  of  all  human  na- 
'^  ture  scorch  and  roast  them  to  death,  as  by  their  own  his- 
^^  tories  doth  appe^.     These,  I  say,  do  brag  and  vaunt, 
^^  that  they  only  have  drawn  strange  nations  and  unknown 
*^  people  to  the  obedience  of  their  kings,  to  the  knowledge 
of  Christianity,  and  to  the  enriching  of  their  country ; 
and  thereby  claim  the  honour  to  themselves  alone.     But 
^^  if  these  your  actions  were  well  looked  into,  and  with  due 
^^  conaderation,  it  shall  be  found  much  more  honourable  in 
^^  sundry  respects,  for  the  advancement  of  the  name  of  Gkxl, 
^^  the  honour  of  the  prince,  and  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
^^  wealth.     For  what  can  be  more  pleasant  to  God,  than  to 
'^  gain   and  reduce,  in  all   Christian-like  manner,  a  lost 
people  to  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel  and  a  true  Chris- 
tian religion,  than  which  cannot  be  -a  more  pleasant  and 
sweet  sacrifice,  and  a  more  acceptable  service  before  God? 
^^  And  what  can  be  more  honourable  to  princes,  than  to 
enlarge  the  bounds  of  their  kingdoms,  without  injury, 
wrong,  and  bloodshed,  and  to  frame  them  from  a  savage 
life  to  a  civil  government^  neither  of  which  the  Spaniards 
^^  in  their  conquests  have  performed  ?  And  what  can  be 
^'  more  beneficial  to  a  commonwealth,  than  to  have  a  nation 
^^  and  a  kingdom  to  transfer  unto,  the  superfluous  multi- 
**  tude  of  fruitless  and  idle  people,  (here,  at  home,  daily 
**  increasing,)  to  travel,  conquer,  and  manure  another  land, 
"  which,  by  the  due  intercourses  to  be  devised,  may  and 
**  will  yield  infinite  commodities  P  And  how  well  you  do 
**  deserve  every  way,  in  foUowing  so  honourable  a  course, 
**  not  we  ourselves  only  can  witness,  but  strange  nations 
^*  also  do  honour  you  for  the  same ;  as  doth  appear  by  the 
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"  epistle  of  Bassimerus  of  France  to  tlie  history  of  Florida, 
"  and  by  Jtiliua  Ca-'sar,  a  citizen  of  Rome,  in  his  epistle  to 
'"  his  book,  entitWI  Coliimlwados'."  To  tliis  we  may  hen- 
add  the  testimony  of  Camden ;  who,  speaking  of  this  un- 
dertaking of  Virginia,  at  tlie  return  of  the  last  colony  sent 
thither  by  sir  W.  Ralegh,  says,  "  He  was  a  man  never  lo 
"  be  sufficiently  commended  for  the  great  pains  he  took  in 
"  discovering  remote  countries,  and  advancing  the  glory  of 
"  the  English  navigation  '." 

That  Bassimcrus,  as  Hooker  calls  him,  was  the  learned 
Marline  Bassaniere  of  Paris,  as  I  find  elsewhere,  with  whom 
Richard  Hakluyt,  the  worihy  collector  of  our  naval  adven- 
tures, being  acquiunied,  and  having  procured  a  very  valu- 
able history  in  manuscript,  of  the  first  discovery  of  Florida 
l^ut  twenty  years  before  tliis  time,  by  Rene  Laudonniere 
and  three  other  French  captains,  he  delivered  ii  to  thai 
monsieur  Bassaniere,  who  published  it  from  the  said  French 
'  copy  this  year  ''  at  Paris,  and  dedicated  it  as  aforesaid  to  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  who,  as  appears  above,  is  therein  celebrated ; 
for  I  have  not  yet  seen,  though  I  have  l>een  promised,  that 
original  French  edition.  But  it  was  translated  into  English 
the  year  following  by  Richard  Hakluyt  himself,  who  also 
I  ordcdieatea  it  anew  to  the  same  patron :  and  indeed  we  find 
"  Ralegh  from  this  time  a  very  considerable  patron  of  learned 
and  ingenious  authors,  not  only  in  history  and  geography, 
but  antiquiues,  chemistry,  poetry,  and  other  polite  branches 
of  art  and  science ;  some  further  instances  whereof  will  oc- 
casionally arise  as  we  proceed.  And  even  here  we  may 
mention  sometliing  of  his  encouragement  in  painting;  for 
admiral  Coligny  having  sent  over,  with  the  aforesaid  disco- 
verers of  Florida,  a  very  skilful  artist  from  France,  to  take 
draughts  of  whatever  he  found  observable  and  worthy  of  re- 


'  Hooker's  Episl.  Df  di<^.  to  wr  W. 

*  /VimgHam  tatu  Inudaio  iludia 
renmtai  rrfiinifi  delegcndi,  etjiava- 
lem  Anglur  glfriani  promovatili. 
Add.  (teg.  EliK.  uiio  1(85. 

<>  $□  Hakluyt  himiflif  iu  l]ic  Hmt 
cditioB  of  b»  Vojtigre,   1589.   fol, 


$43.  \et  in  the  prefsce  to  hit  u- 
rond  volume  printed  fol.  1S99<  he 
ssya  it  wu  in  the  je»t  1587  tb«l  Iw 
caused  tkat  luslory  of  Florida  lo  be 
publinlwd  in  Frincp;  which  must  he 
a  mistake,  bccaiuc  HaiA«r  mvntioiu 
it!  beiDK  publiibci)  in  hit  Ikdication 
dated  the  year  before. 
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presentation  in  the  said  country ;  which  he  did,  not  only 
among  the  animal  and  v^etable  rarities  thereof,  but  also,  it 
seems,  from  die  custmns  of  the  natives  and  historical  events 
among  the  discoverers  themselves :  this  painter  living  after- 
wards in  London,  at  or  before  the  publication  of  those  dis- 
coveries, was  supported  by  Ralegh  in  the  great  expense  of 
publishing  also  his  draughts  and  descriptions.  For  Hak- 
luyt,  among  other  reasons  for  not  particularizing  the  com- 
modides  of  those  parts,  the  accidents  of  the  Frenchmen's 
government  therein,  the  causes  of  their  good  and  bad  suc- 
cess, with  the  surprises  made  by  their  enemies,  tells  Ralegh 
he  does  not  reckon  them  up  again,  **  the  rather,  because 
the  same,  with  divers  other  things  of  chiefest  importance, 
are  lively  drawn  in  colours,  at  your  no  small  charges,  by 
*^  the  skilful  painter  James  Morgues,  sometime  living  in 
*^  Blackfnars,  London,  whom  monsieur  Chastillion,  then 
^^  admiral  of  France,  sent  thither  (to  Florida)  with  Laudo- 
^^  niere  for  that  purpose,  which  (painter)  was  an  eyewitness 
^^  of  the  goodness  and  fertility  of  those  regions,  and  hath 
^*  put  down  in  writing  many  singularities,  which  are  not 
^^  mentioned  in  this  treatise ;  and  which  he  hath  since  pub- 
*'  lished  together  with  the  portraitures  c.*"  Hereunto  we 
may  further  add,  that  there  was  about  this  time  also  another 
book  dedicated  to  Ralegh,  in  praise  of  music,  wherein,  be- 
sides the  antiquity  and  dignity  thereof,  is  declared  the  sober 
and  lawful  use  of  the  same  in  the  congregation  and  church 
of  God  ^.  It  was  written  by  an  Oxonian,  then  lately  de- 
ceased, who  is  not  named,  and  published  by  the  university 
printer,  who,  subscribing  his  own  name  Joseph  Barnes  to  the 
smd  decUcation,  has  made  it  pass  among  our  auctioneers, 
and  other  superficial  inspectors,  for  a  treatise  of  the  said 
printer's  writing.  I  apprehend  there  was  a  greater  pro- 
[Hiety  in  the  publisher's  chcnce  of  this  patron  to  that  work, 
than  is  now  commonly  known ;  for  I  have  somewhere  met 

<  HiikhiTt't  Dedication  to  sir  Wal-  vol.  3.  fol.  301 . 

ter  Rjdegfa  of  the  said  History  of  Flo-  *  The  Ptrisc  of  Music,  &c.  printed 

rida,  by  him  translated  and  inserted  in  the  old  English  character,  SfO. 

among  his  Collection  of  Voyages,  1586. 
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with  hints,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  a  great  profident  in 
musiC)  either  vocal,  instrumental,  or  both ;  whenee  we 
might  be  somewhat  induced  to  construe  some  lines  of 
Spenser'^s  concerning  him,  hereafter  quoted,  in  the  litend 

Nor  among  learned  and  ingenious  men  only  was  Ra- 
legh now  in  great  esteem ;  but  he  flourished  at  thb  time 
also  highly  in  the  queen^s  favour,  as  Camden,  where  he 
speaks  of  the  foregoing  colony,  has  informed  ua.     And 
about  this  time  it  was,  her  majesty  conferred  upon  him 
some  preferments ;  but  of  honour  more  than  profit  perhaps 
to  him :  for  Hooker,  in  the  Dedication  aforesaid,  <^  his 
Irish  History,  dated  the  12th  of  October  this  year,  super- 
scribes it  to  the  right  worthy  and  honourable  gentleman,  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  knt.  seneschal  ^  of  the  duchies  of  C(»ii- 
wall  and  Exeter,  and  lord  warden  of  the  stannaries^  in 
'"df'S**'^'  Devon  and  Cornwall     To  these  dignities  I  presume  he 
warden  of   was  then  but  newly  advanced,  because  the  said  historian,  in 
Mriel?"'     ^^^  body  of  the  Dedication,  b^  leave  to  remember, "  how  it 
*^  hath  pleased  God  to  bring  you,**^  says  he,  ^^  into  the  &vour 
^<  of  your  prince  and  sovereign ;  who,  besides  her  great  tar- 
vour  towards  you  many  ways,  hath  also  laid  upon  you 
the  charge  of  a  government  in  your  own  country ;  where 
you  are  to  command  many  people  by  your  honourable 
ofBce  of  the  stannary,  and  where  3rou  are  both  a  judge 
*^  and  a  chancellor,  to  rule  in  justice  and  to  judge  in  equity. 
— Be  therefore  careful  to  be  reported  well  of  for  your 
upright  dealings  both  herein  and  in  all  your  other  ac- 
tions.   Be  a  patron  of  virtue,  and  an  example  of  true  no- 
**  bility,  which  hath  her  foimdation  upon  virtue ;  for,  as 


Made  se- 
neschal of 
C'omwall 


C( 


c< 


(C 
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il 


ti 
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•  Of  the  ancient  office  of  seneschal^ 
see  Le  grnnd  Coastamier  du  Pays  et 
Doch^  de  Normandie,  fol.  Paris,  1 5  23, 
and  an  extract  thereof  concerning 
tills  office  in  a  scarce  tract  revived 
in  Mr.  Morgan's  Phcenix  Britannicus, 
vol.  I.  4to.  1731-  p. 408. 

'  Of  the  institation  of  the  lord 
warden,  and  his  jurisdiction,  see 
Camden  and  Carew,  in  their  ac- 
counta  of  Cornwall ;  alao  Plowden's 


Commentaries,  (01.317.  and  Pearce'a 
Laws  and  CustDma  of  tiie  Stannaries, 
folio,  1725.  There  is  in  being  an  old 
manuscript  list  of  the  officers  in 
qneen  Elizabetii's  time,  and  tfacdr 
fees ;  in  which  I  find  that,  as  officer 
of  the  coinage  of  tin,  and  steward  of 
the  stannaries  in  the  duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, sir  Walter  Ralegh's  fee  waa 

3/.  6f.  Sd.    Cotton  libr.  Titos  B. 
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the  poet  SBith,  Ea  virtute  nobUitas  nasciiur,  non  ew  wbi- 
Utaie  xnriui:  virhis  sola  ncbUUaty  non  caro  nee  scmgms* 
—  Your  anoestore  were  men  of  great  nobility;  beneficial 
to  their  princes  and  country  many  ways :  and  as  in  na» 
ture  you  are  descaided  from  them^  so  it  hath  pleased 
^*  God  to  bless  you  with  knowledge  in  learning',  with  skill 
*'^  ^ warlike  service^  and  experience  in  mariHmal  causes; 
*^  and  besides  hath  placed  you  among  the  nobles,  and  in 
**  the  good  grace  and  favour  of  your  prince.^ 

How  Ralegh  used  this  favour,  and  what  usage  it  also 
procured  him,  the  same  Dedication  does  somewhat  further, 
reveal  in  these  words.  **  It  is  well  known,  that  it  had  been 
^*  no  less  ea^  for  you,  than  for  such  as  have  been  advanced 
'<  by  kings,  to  have  builded  great  houses,  purchased  large 
<<  circuits,  and  to  have  used  the  fruits  of  princes^  favours,  as 
**  most  men  in  all  former  and  present  ages  have  done,  had 
you  not  preferred  the  general  honour  and  commodity  of 
your  prince  and  country  before  all  that  is  private ;  where- 
by you  have  been  rather  a  servant  than  a  commander  to 
jfour  ownjbrtune.  And  no  doubt,  the  cause  being  so 
good,  and  the  attempt  so  honourable,  but  that  God  will 
increase  your  talent  and  bless  your  doings,  and  every 
**  good  man  will  commend  and  further  the  same.  And 
^*  albeit  the  more  noble  enterprises  a  roan  shall  take  in  hand, 
the  more  adversaries  he  shall  have  to  deprave  and  hinder 
the  same ;  yet  I  am  persuaded,  as  no  good  man  shall 
have  just  cause,  so  there  is  none  so  much  carried  with 
a  corrupt  mind,  nor  so  envious  of  his  country^s  honour, 
nor  so  bent  against  you,  that  he  will  derogate  the  praise 
^*  and  honour  due  to  so  worthy  an  enterprise.  And  that 
^^  so  much  the  sooner,  because  you  have  endured  so  many 
**  crosses,  and  have,  through  so  many  envyings  and  mis-Enried. 
**  fcNTtunes,  persevered  in  your  attempts ;  which  no  doubt 
*'  shall  at  last  by  you  be  performed,  when  it  shall  please 
**  Him,  who  hath  made  you  an  instrument  of  so  worthy  a 
"  w<Mrk  z.'^ 

•  Hooker's  D«dicatioo  to  sir  Walter  Rilegh  aforesaid. 
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Thus  Hooker  hints  at  the  cause  of  these  envyings ;  but 
from  whom  they  should  proceed  it  does  not  manifestly  ap- 
pear. The  carl  of  Essex  had  now  been  near  a  twelve- 
month abroad,  under  his  father-in-law,  Leicester,  governor 
of  the  Netherlands ;  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  when  be 
went  over,  being  his  first  engagement  in  any  public  action, 
yet  no  less  than  a  general  of  the  horse ;  and  before  that,  as 
himself  says,  ^^he  had  small  grace,  and  few  fiiends  at 
^*  court  ^.'"  So  that  it  must  be  now  after  their,  return  that 
Leicester  ^  set  him  up  a  competitor  against  Ral^h,  as  we 
are  before  informed  out  of  sir  Henry  Wotton.  But  Lei- 
cester, as  great  as  his  power  was,  could  no  more  bridle  the 
licentious  reflections  of  the  populace  than  Ralegh ;  an  in- 
stance whereof  we  have  from  some  ancient  authority  it 
seems,  though  in  a  modem  author,  who,  speaking  of  ^^  Tarle- 
^^  ton,  the  best  comedian  of  these  times  in  England,^  tells 
us,  ^*  that  when  a  pleasant  play  he  had  made  was  acting  be- 
<<  fore  her  majesty,  he  pointed  at  sir  Walter  Ral^h,  and 
Slandered.  «  said.  See  the  knave  comnumds  the  queen ;  for  which  she 
<^  corrected  him  with  a  frown :  yet  he  had  the  confidence  to 


^  See  an  Apology  of  the  earl  of 
Essex  against  those  which  falsely 
and  maliciously  tax  him  to  be  the 
only  hinderance  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  his  country :  penned  by  himself, 
anno  1598.  To  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon. 
And  printed  in  4to,  1603.  Also 
(from  the  original  MS.  as  pretended) 
by  tlie  title  of  the  earl  of  Essex's  Vin- 
dication of  tiie  War  with  Spain,  &c. 
in  8ro.  1 739.  p.  6. 

*  On  the  8th  of  December  1585, 
the  earl  of  Leicester,  and  his  train, 
with  an  army  of  about  5000  men,  set 
out  from  Harwich,  in  50  sail  of 
ships,  to  his  government  of  the  Ne- 
therlands -y  and  it  was  committed  as 
absolutely  to  him,  as  it  had  been  to 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  But  at  last 
the  Hollanders  growing  jealous  of  his 
authority,  and  complaining  of  certain 
innorations,  factions,  and  treacher- 
ous commanders  under  him,  he  was 
recalled,  and  returned  to  London  the 
33d  of  Norember  this  following  year, 
(aooD  after  the  eorpoe  of  hit  mach 


lamented  nephew  air  Philip  Sidney;) 
not  without  leaving  behind  a  printed 
vindication  of  himself  in  Datdi,  now 
scarce  to  be  found ;  and  ttriking 
a  medal,  representing  his  own  bead 
on  one  side,  and  seven  unguarded 
straggling  sheep  on  the  other.  The 
autlior  of  a  Brief  Discourse  of  ]>. 
Allen's  seditious  Drifts,  &c.  4to. 
1588.  p.  46.  endeavours  to  clear  the 
earl's  conduct  in  that  government 
against  the  said  doctor ;  as  E.  CXiWCf 
in  his  Breviate  of  Holland's  Deli- 
verance and  Ingratitade  to  the  Crown 
of  England  and  the  House  of  Nassau, 
4to.  1665.  p.  55.  does  against  Vander 
Sande  and  Hugo  Grotins ;  especially 
the  latter,  who  insinuates,  as  if  tfaie 
earl,  who  died  within  two  years  fol- 
lowing, was  poisoned  by  his  wile,  be- 
cause she  soon  after  married  again. 
I  have  read,  this  eari's  efflscts  were 
then  seized  upon  by  tfte-  crown  for 
debt,  and  heard  that  an  inventonr  of 
them  is  in  the  possession  of  sir  John 
Evelyn,  bart. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  85 

^  add,  that  he  was  of  too  much  and  too  intolerable  a  power : 
and  going  on  with  the  same  liberty,  he  reflected  on  the 
over  great  power  and  riches  of  the  earl  of  Leicester ; 
''  which  was  so  universally  applauded  by  all  who  were  pre- 
sent, that  she  thought  fit  at  that  time  to  bear  these  reflec- 
tions with  a  seeming  unconcemedness ;  but  yet  was  so  of- 
**  fended,  that  she  fcM*bade  Tarleton  and  all  her  jesters  from 
coming  near  her  table,  being  inwardly  displeased  with  this 
impudent  and  unreasonable  liberty  k.*"    Ralegh  seems  to 
have  little  regarded  these  aspersions,  but  constantly  at-  - 
tended  his  pubUc  charge  and  employments,  whether  in. 
town  or  country,  as  occasion  called  him.     Accordingly  welnpariia< 
find  him  the  latter  end  of  this  year  in  parliament,  where,  ^^'^^' 
among  other  weighty  concerns,  the  fate  of  Mary  queen  of 
Scots  was  determined.     There  is  nothing  particular  upon 
record  in  the  journals  of  the  house  of  commons  of  Ralegh'^s 
opinion  in  this  matter,  nor  indeed  any  debates  upon  the  sen- 
tence that  had  been  pronounced  agunst  that  queen.    For  on 
the  12th  of  November,  a  petition  agreed  upon  in  both 
houses  was  presented  to  queen  Elizabeth,  by  the  speaker 
Puckering,  the  privy-council,  and  a  body  of  the  commons, 
joined  with  the  lord  chancellor  Bromley,  and  twenty  other 
temporal  lords,  tar  the  speedy  execution  of  the  said  queen 
of  Soots,  in  consideration  of  the  treasonable  and  rebellious 
practices  wherewith  she  had  been  proved  to  endanger  this 
realm  and  its  ruler.     The  said   petition  was  immediately 
printed^,  and  that  queen  in  less  than  three  months  after 
executed  ™.    The  clerk  of  the  parliaments  place  being  sup- 
plied at  this  time  by  a  kinsman,  inexpert  in  the  rules  and 

^llie  Character  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Elizabeth's  Annals,  relating  to  the 

hj  Edmajid  Bohun,  esq.  Oct.  1693.  qneen    of   Scots,    have    occasioned 

p.  353.  some  voluminous  publications  of  the 

I  See  the  copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  memorials  to  be  found  on  both  sides 

Earl  of  Leicester,  and   the   Parlia-  of  her  character :  on  one  side,  about 

meotTs  PetitioDS  to  Queen  Elizabeth  sixteen  tracts  in  Latin,  French,  &c. 

to  pnt  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  to  death,  chiefly  by   Roman    catholics,  were 

London,  imprinted  by  Christopher  collected  by  a  late  bookseller,  and 

Barker,   the    queen's    printer,  4to.  published  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jebb,  2  vols. 

15S6.  folio,  1735  :    and  on  tlie  other,   a 

■■  The   imperfections    wherewith  collection    of   original    papers   and 

Camden  was  obliged  in  king  James's  scarce  printed  pieces ;  by  James  An- 

rdgn  to  publish  that  part  of  queen  derson,  esq.  in  4  vob.  4to.  1738. 

gS 


86  THE  LIFE  OF 

methods  of  the  house,  we  find  nothing  more  reoorded  of 

Ralegh  this  sessions^  which  was  dissolved  on  the  23d  of 

In  a  com-   March,  than  that  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  to 

the  reKoia-  confer  Upon  the  amendment  of  some  things,  whereunto  the 

tion  of  the  clergy  were  required  to  be  sworn,  and  that  some  good  course 

might  be  taken  to  have  a  learned  ministry :  for  the  queen 

had  in  her  speech  at  the  close  of  the  last  sessions  told  the 

bishops  of  some  faults  and  negligences,  '^  which  if  you,  my 

^*  lords  of  the  clergy,^  said  she^  *^  do  not  amend,  I  mean  to 

**  depose  you  **.^ 

Now  Ralegh,  resolving  to  persevere  in  planting  his  coun- 
try of  Virginia,  prepared  a  new  colony  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  be  sent  thither,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John 
White,  whom  he  appointed  governor,  and  with  him  twelve 
assistants,  to  whom  he  gave  a  charter,  and  incorporated 
them  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  aseiitanta  of  ike  city 
The  fburUi  qfRcdegh  in  Virginia.  Their  fleet,  consistins;  of  three  sail, 
ViJginil!r  departed  from  Portsmouth  on  the  26th  of  April,  1687,  and 
in  less  than  three  months  following  arrived  safe  at  Hatorask, 
from  whence  they  went  to  the  isle  of  Roanoak,  to  look  for 
the  fifteen  men  left  there  by  sir  Richard  Grenvill  the  year 
before,  meaning  from  thence  to  pass  to  the  bay  of  Chese- 
jnock,  where  they  intended  to  make  their  seat  and  fort, 
according  to  the  charge  given  them,  among  other  directions, 
under  the  hand  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh.  But  they  sought 
their  companions  in  vain,  and  when  they  came  to  the  north 
part  of  the  island,  where  governor  Lane  had  built  his  fort, 
they  fouhd  it  rased,  and  the  ground-rooms  of  the  dwelling- 
houses,  which  had  been  also  erected  about  it,  inhabited  by 
deer,  and  overgrown  with  melons,  or  such  like  sort  of  fruity 
which  those  animals  browsed  upon.  At  Croatoan,  they 
were  very  well  received  and  entertiuned  by  the  natives, 
through  the  means  of  Manteo  Uieir  countryman.  Of  these 
they  learnt,  that  the  Englishmen  they  were  seeking  had 
been  treacherously  set  upon  by  a  party  of  the  savages,  who 
wounded  some  of  them,  and  drove  the  rest  to  some  remote 

*  Sir  Symonds  D*£w«s'  Joarnal  of  PariUaieiitB,  fol.  1 708.  p.  413  and  318. 
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and  obMnire  ports  of  the  country.  On  the  thirteenth  of  Au- 
gust, their  friend  Manteo  was,  according  to  the  commands 
tbey  had  reomved  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  christened  in  Roa- 
nook,  and  called  lord  thereof  and  of  Dasamonguepeuk,  in 
reward  a£  his  faithful  services.  Three  days  after,  the  go- 
▼anor^s  daughter  Eleanor,  wife  of  Ananias  Dare,  one  of 
the  assistants,  was  deHvered  of  a  daughter  in  Roanoak,  and 
the  in£uit  was  christened  there  the  Sunday  following,  who, 
because  she  was  the  first  Creolian  or  Christian  bom  in  that 
country,  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Vir^ia.  Now  hav- 
ing reestaUished  their  interest  and  alliance  with  the  natives, 
as  fiu*  as  this  short  interview  would  permit,  and  deCvered 
their  ships  of  the  provisions  for  the  colony,  the  planters 
began  to  consider,  they  should  be  in  want  of  fresh  supplies ; 
therefore  upon  some  dijBerence  about  choosing  a  factor  to 
return  for  that  purpose  into  England,  they  unanimously  pe- 
titiooed  the  governor  to  return  himself,  to  which  he.  at  last 
consented,  and  the  ships,  with  some  few  of  the  company,  ar- 
rived in  England,  not  without  storms,  sickness,  and  the 
death  of  several  of  them  by  other  like  casualties,  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  same  year  <>. 

It  was  but  five  days  after  the  going  forth  of  this  second  Capuin  of 
colony  that  Mr.  Richard  Hakluy t  dedicated  his  transla-  ^^J^''l^[^ 
tion  of  the  Voyages  to  Florida  before  mentioned,  to   the  lieutenant- 
right  honourable  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  as  he  styles  him,  cap-  Cornwall 
tain  of  her  majesty^s  guard,  1(mx1  warden  of  tlie  stannaries, 
and    her  highnesses  lieutenant-general   of  the   county  of 
Cornwall.    In  this  Dedication  it  will  somewhat  appear,  that 
neither  the  returns  which  might  have  been  made  by  any 
merchantable  products  in  Virginia,  nor  the  profits  arising  to 
bim  from  any  Spanish  prizes  which  had  been  taken  at  sea, 
were  equivalent  to  the  great  expenses  he  had  been  at  in 
settling  this  plantation ;  and  further,  that  he  had  received 

*  See  fbe  foarth  voyage  to  Virgi-     lony,  who  remained  in  Virginia  Uiis 
nia  in  1587,  which  transported  tiie     year.    Among  whom  governor  White 


id  oolonyy  in  •Hakloyt,  vol.  3.  and  the  pilot  Simon  Ferdinando  are 

CdL  ao8 ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  mentioned,  but  erroneously  ;   for  it 

voyage,  fol.  387,  a  list  of  the  men,  appears,  in  the  narrative  of  that  voy- 

Yomen,  and  children  in  the  said  co-  age,  they  hoth  returned. 
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no  particular  or  private  as^stance  in  this  enterprise  from 
the  queen,  because  his  hupes  therein,  and  her  majesty's  n<- 
gard  thereof,  are  so  handsomely  excited  by  the  said  author. 
Bui  take  his  own  words :  *'  These  four  voyages,""  says  he, 
"  I  knew  not  to  whom  I  might  better  offer  than  to  your- 
"  self,  for  divers  just  considerations:  first,  for  that  they 
"  were  dedicated  to  you  in  French  :  secondly,  because  dow 
"  four  times  also  you  have  attempteil  the  like  upun  the 
"  selfsame  coa.st  near  adjoining :  thirdly,  in  that  you  have 
"  pierced  as  for  up  into  the  main,  and  discovered  no  less  se- 
*'  crets  in  the  parts  of  your  abode,  than  the  French  did  in 
"  the  places  of  their  inhabiting:  lastly,  coniudenng  you  are 
*'  now  also  ready  (ujxjn  the  late  return  of  captain  Stafford, 
*'  and  good  news  which  he  brought  you  of  the  safe  arrival 
*'  of  your  last  colony  in  their  wished  haven)  to  prosecute 
"  this  action  more  throughly  than  ever.  And  here  to  speak 
"  somewhat  of  this  your  enterprise,  I  affirm,  that  if  the 
"  same  may  speedily  and  effectually  be  pursued,  it  will 
"  prove  far  more  beneficial  in  divers  respects  to  this  our 
*'  realm,  than  the  world,  yea  many  of  the  wiser  sort,  have 
"  hitherto  imagined.  The  particular  commodities  thereof 
"  are  well  known  to  yourself  and  some  few  otliers,  and  are 
"  faithfully  and  with  great  judgment  committed  to  writing, 
•'  as  you  are  not  ignorant,  by  one  of  your  followers,  who 
"  remained  there  about  a  twelvemonth  with  your  worshipful 
"  lieutenant  Mr.  Ralph  Lane,  in  the  diligent  seurdi  of  the 
*'  secrets  of  those  countries.  Touching  the  speedy  and  ef- 
*'  fectual  pursuing  of  your  action,  though  I  wot  well  it 
••  would  demand  a  prince's  purse  to  have  it  throughly  fol- 
•*  lowed  without  lingering;  yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  you 
•'  shall  draw  the  same,  before  it  be  long,  to  be  profitable  and 
"  gunful,  as  well  to  those  of  our  nation  there  remaining,  as 
"  to  the  merchants  of  England,  that  sliall  trade  hereafter 
*'  thither ;  partly  by  certain  secret  commodities  already  dis- 
*'  covered  by  your  servants,  and  partly  by  brcethng  of  di- 
"  vers  sorts  of  beasts  in  those  large  and  ample  regions,  and 
"  planting  such  things  in  that  warm  climate  as  will  best 
"  prosper  there,  and  our  realm  standeth  most  in  need  of: 
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**  and  this  I  find  to  have  been  the  course  which  both  the 
**  Spaniards  and  Portugals  took,  in  the  beginnings  of  their 
**  diaooveries  and  conquests  P.  Aind*,  if  our  men  will  foUow 
their  steps  by  your  wise  directions,  I  doubt  not  but  in 
due  time  they  shall  reap  no  less  benefit.  Moreoyer,  there 
is  no  other  likelihood  but  that  her  majesty,  who  hath 
'*  christened  and  given  the  name  to  your  Virginia,  if  need 
require,  will  deal  after  the  manner  of  honourable  god- 
mothers, which,  seeing  their  gossips  not  fully  able  to  bring 
up  their  diildren  themselves,  are  wont  to  contribute  to 
'*  their  honest  education,  the  rather  if  they  find  any  toward- 
liness  or  reasonable  hopes  of  goodness  in  them. 
«  And  if  Elizabeth,  queen  of  Sastile  and  Arragon,  after 
her  husband  Ferdinando  and  she  had  emptied  their  cofiers 
in  subduing  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  was  nevertheless  so 
'*  zealous  of  God's  honour,  that  she  laid  part  of  her  own 
**  jewds,  which  she  had  in  great  account,  to  gage,  to  furnish 
^^  Columbus  forth  upon  his  first  voyage,  before  a  foot  of 
^^  land  in  all  the  West  Indies  was  discovered ;  what  may 
^  we  expect  of  our  most  magnificent  and  gracious  prince 
<*  Elizabeth  of  England,  into  whose  lap  the  Lord  has  so 
**  plentifully  thrown  his  treasures  ?  What  may  we,  I  say, 
hope  of  her  forwardness  and  bounty,  in  advancing  this 
your  most  honourable  enterprise,  being  far  more  certain 
^^  than  that  of  Columbus,  at  that  time  especially,  and  tend- 
^  ing  no  less  to  the  glory  of  God  than  that  of  the  Spa^ 
**  niardsP'*^  Then  a  little  further:  "  Sundry  men  entering 
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9  Here  tfab  aotbor  iUostrates  his 
addrcM  by  tbete  examples  :  **  The 
**  Spaniards,  at  Uieir  first  entrance 
**  (saja  be)  into  Hispaniola,  found 
**  neither  sagar-canes  nor  ginger 
**  growing  there,  nor  any  kind  of 
**  our  cattle;  bot  finding  the  place 
<<  fit  for  pasture,  they  sent  kine  and 
*'  balls,  and  sundry  other  profitable 
<<  beasU  thither,  and  transported  the 
**  plants  of  sugar-canes,  and  set  the 
**  roots  of  ginger ;  the  hides  of  which 
*'  oxen,  with  the  sugar  and  ginger, 
**  are  now  the  chief  merchandise  of 

that  island.    The  Portugals  also 


€* 


**  at  their  first  footing  in  Madeira,  as 
"  John  Barras  writes  in  his  first 
**  Decade,  found  nothing  there  but 
**  mighty  woods  for  timber,  where- 
'<  upon  they  called  the  island  by  that 
<*  name  :  howbeit,  the  clime  being 
«  favourable,  they  enriched  it  by 
'*  their  own  industry  with  the  best 
«  wines  and  sugars  in  the  world. 
"  The  like  manner  of  proceeding 
«  they  used  in  the  isles  of  the  Axores, 
<*  by  sowing  therein  great  quantity 
«  of  woad.  So  they  dealt  in  St  Tho- 
"  mas  under  the  equinoctial,  and  in 
<*  Brasil,  and  in  sundry  other  places." 
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'^  into  these  discoveries,  propose  unto  themselves  several 
*<  ends :  some  seek  authority  and  {Jaces  of  command ;  others 
^^  experience,  by  seein^of  the  world ;  the  most  part,  worldly 
**  and  transitory  gain,  and  that  oftentimes  by  dishonest  and 
^*  unlawful  means ;  the  fewest  number,  the  glory  of  God, 
^^  and  the  saving  of  the  souls  of  the  poor  and  blinded  in- 
^  fidels.  Yet  because  divers  honest  and  weU^-disposed  per- 
**  sons  are  entered  already  into  this  your  buaness,  and  that 
^  I  know  you  mean  hereafter  to  send  some  such  good 
'*  churchmen  thither,  as  may  truly  say,  with  the  apostle,  to 
*^  the  savages,  We  seek  not  t/oursy  but  jfou^  I  conceive  great 
**  comfort  of  the  success  of  this  your  acticm ;  hoping,  that 
^*  the  Lord,  whose  powef'^is  wont  to  be  perfected  in  weak- 
^^  ness,  will  bless  the  feeble  foundations  of  your  building : 
*^  only  be  you  of  a  valiant  courage,  and  faint  not,  as  the 
'^  Lord  said  to  Joshua,  exhorting  him  to  proceed  in  the 
<*  conquest  of  the  land  of  promise ;  and  remember,  that 
<*  private  men  have  happily  wielded  and  waded  through  as 
**  great  enterprises  as  this,  with  lesser  means  than  those 
**  which  God  in  his  mercy  hath  bountifully  bestowed  upon 
'^  you,  to  the  Angular  good,  as  I  assure  myself,  of  this  our 
*'  commonwealth  wherein  you  live :  hereof  there  are  ex- 
amples domestical  and  foreign  <l. — But  if  the  greatness  of 
the  main  of  Vir^ia,  especially  to  the  west,  should  make 
you  think  the  subduing  of  it  a  matter  of  more  difficulty 
'^  than  the  conquest  of  Ireland,  (by  Strongbow ;)  first,  I 
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4  As  the  same  author  had  before 
incited  queen  Elizabeth  to  support 
tfiis  chargeable  enterprise  by  ex- 
ample, so  here  he  encourages  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  to  proceed  in  it  by 
the  like  nieaQS>in  Uiese  words :  "  Re- 
*'  member,  I  pray  you,  what  you 
**  find  in  tfie  beginning  of  the  Chro- 
**  nide  of  Ireland,  newly  dedicated 
**  onto  yourself.  Read  you  not,  that 
**  Richard  Strongbow,  the  decayed 
**  earl  of  Chepstow,  passed  oyer 
*'  thither  in  the  year  1171;  and,  ac- 
**  companied  only  with  certain  pri- 
*'  rate  friends,  had  in  short  space 
**  soch  proeperotts  success,  that  he 
**  opened  the  way  for  king  Henry 


«  II.  to  the  speedy  subjection  of  all 
**  that  warlike  nation  to  this  crown 
<<  of  England  ?  The  like  conquest  of 
*<  Brasilia,  and  the  annexing  thereof 
«  to  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  was 
"  first  begun  by  mean  and  private 
<*  men ;  as  don  Antonio  de  CastiU 
''  lio,  ambassador  here  for  that 
"  realm,  and  by  office,  keeper  of  all 
*<  the  records  and  monumentu  of 
"  their  discoveries,  assured  me  in 
"this  city,  anno  1581."  These 
examples,  as  not  directly  necessary 
to  the  history  of  my  sulject,  ane  thus 
subjoined,  because  they  illoatrate  the 
arguments  of  my  author. 
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'<  aoswtf ,  that  as  the  late  experieDce  of  that  skilful  jnlot, 
^  captain  John  Davis,  to  the  north-west,  towards  which  his 
"  diacovefy  yourself  has  thrice  contributed  with  the  for- 
^  wardest,  hath  shewed  a  great  part  to  be  main  sea,  where 
^  before  it  was  thought  main  land :  so,  for  my  part,  I  am 
fully  persuaded  by  Ortelius  his  late  reformation  of  Cal- 
▼acan  and  the  gulf  of  California,  that  the  land  on  the 
back  part  of  Virginia  extends  nothing  so  far  westward  as 
'<  18  put  down  in  the  maps  of  those  parts.  Moreover,  it  is 
**  not  to  be  denied,  that  one  hundred  men  wiU  do  more  now 
<<  among  the  naked  and  unarmed  people  in  Virginia,  than 
«  one  thousand  were  able  then  to  do  in  Ireland,  against  that 
*^  armed  and  warlike  nation  in  those  days.  I  say  further, 
'*  that  these  two  last  years  experience  hath  plainly  shewed, 
that  we  may  spare  ten  thousand  able  men,  without  any 
miss. — Seeing  therefcure  we  are  so  far  from  want  of  people, 
that  retiring  daily  home  out  of  the  Low  Countries,  they 
**  go  idle  up  and  down  in  swarms  for  lack  of  honest  enter- 
^'  tainments ;  I  see  no  fitter  place  to  employ  some  part  of 
*'  the  better  sort,  than  in  the  inward  parts  of  Virginia, 
against  such  stubborn  savages  as  shall  refuse  obedience  to 
her  majesty.  And  doubtless  many  of  our  men  will  be 
glad  and  fain  to  accept  this  ccmdition,  when  by  reading 
*'  this  present  treatise  they  shall  understand  the  fertility 
^'  and  riches  of  the  regions  confining  so  near  upon  yours, 
*^  the  great  commodities  and  goodness  whereof  you  have 
**  been  contented  to  suffer  to  come  to  light.  In  the  mean 
season  I  humbly  commend  myself  and  this  my  translation 
to  you ;  and  yourself,  with  all  those  who  have  undertaken 
**  this  enterprise  in  hand,  to  the  grace  and  good  blessing  of 
^^  the  Almighty ;  which  is  able  to  build  further,  and  finish 
^  the  good  work,  which  in  these  our  days  he  hath  begun 
<<  by  your  most  Christian  and  charitable  endeavour.^  Such 
were  the  praises  of  this  discovery,  and  exhortations  to  pro- 
ceed in  it^  that  were  publicly  paid  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  at 
this  his  setting  out  the  fourth  voyqge  to  Vir^nia,  by  those 
who  widied  it  mi^t  contribute  no  less  to  the  improvement 
of  bis  fbrtune,  than  it  did  to  the  advancement  of  his  glory. 
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But  the  ships,  in  whiL-h  this  second  colony  was  traas- 
ported,  had  nut  lx>cn  many  days  returned  into  Engliuid, 
before  we  find  Ralegh's  thoughts  diverted,  for  a  while, 
from  [tlanling  in  a  foreign  country,  and  engaged  upon 
schemes  of  displanting  rather  those  powerful  enemies  who 
were  preparing  to  root  themselves  in  his  own.  For  the  ru- 
inour  grew  stronger  every  day  of  such  a  mighty  fleet 
threatening  us,  as  if  all  Spain  and  Rome  were  to  land  u|Kjn 
our  little  island,  and  overrun  the  wliole  kingdom.  TJie 
queen  and  her  privj-coiincil  therefore  no  longer  delayed  all 
proper  means  for  the  defence  of  the  realm ;  but  out  of  all 
her  commanders  by  land  and  sea  appointed  those  of  most 
approved  abilities  in  naval  and  military  affairs,  as  well  a»  of 
the  greatest  authority  in  their  respective  counties,  to  hold 
consultations  for  the  security  of  her  person,  her  people,  and 
their  possessions.  And  as  there  were  such  consultations 
distinctly  held  by  the  most  ancient  and  experienced  com- 
manders at  sea ;  so  we  fiml  by  the  tike  appointment  a  coun- 
cil of  war  also  held  on  the  27th  of  November  this  year,  by 
others  of  highest  repute  for  their  knowledge  how  to  put  the 
forces  of  the  realm  in  the  best  order,  to  withstand  any  invii-  • 
In  the  OK-  sionbyland.  For  this  purpose  were  chosen  the  lord  Grey", 
cilof  mr.  ^^  Francis  Knolles',  sir  Thomas  Leigh  ton',  Mr  Walter  Rb- 
legh  ",  (for  I  recite  as  I  find  them  written,)  sir  John  Norris  », 

tur  Richfuxl  Grenvill  y,  sir  Richard  Bingham  »,  sir  Ro- 
'  Late  deputy  oF  Ireland,  sad  now  tloDE  there ;  and  audior  of  *■  Lo 
lord-lieuWuant  of  the  counlj'  of  "  Loii,  CanitaoitM,  et  Uiagn  do 
Btidu,  kuigbl  of  tbc  garter,  uid  aD  "  I'lile  dc  Gurruscf,  dilfciviitu  du 
nceUent  aoldicr,  layi  Caindiui ;  at  "  Cmistutoicr  dc  Narmondie,  d'ao- 
Icut  cool  in  couDdf,  Ihougb  hot  in  "  ticanel^olNen'^CDladilelsle."  A 
•etioi].  fiir  written   copy  whereof,  in  eijthi 

■  Knigtil  of  the  garlcr,  trcBsarcr      ebceta  folio,  is  in  the  Harivian  lilinry. 
of  Iha  queen's  bouaeWd,  and  priiy-  "  LinitcDHaUgeaunil  of  CornwaU, 

oonDsellor;  a   pniduut  aud  learned      &c.  ■>  before, 
■lan,  tniued  ia  niilitiiiy  RlTnire  i  »ad         *  Trained  in  tlie  wars  of  Franrr, 
perbips  now  governor  of  the  Isle  of     gcnernl  in   Fnrslnud  Bud  the  Low 
Wiehl,  w'    "         -.---.-.- 
wel 
wcl 
Bflt 
toi 


wi^hl,  whereof  he  writ  a  <ivuernl 
vey,  though  it  wni  never  printed, 
(iovcrnor  of  tbc  tsleof  Guenucy, 

well  Tcncd  in  mitten  of  itHte,  ■■ 
■  llic  army ;  wnt  Into  Fruiice 

oflennrda  in  ijgi,  of  ipcdil  iruit, 

to  adviie  (he  earl  of  Ea»ti  in  his  ac- 


preildent  of  Muc 
in   Ireland,  and  tlic   year  IblloiriDj 
lonl-maralial  of  the  field  iu  England. 

y  Vice.adaiiml,  I  think,  in  (be 
wc«t,  before  mentioned ;  andof  wlioae 
valunr  wc  ilmll  bear  more  hereafter. 

'  A  Donclthire  man,  famous  in 
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ger  Williaiiis  %  and  Ralph  Lane,  esq.^  Of  thdr  detenni- 
natioiia  in  this  important  council  I  shall  here  present  an  ab- 
stract, firom  a  manuscript  drawn  up  perhaps  by  sir  Walter 
Ral^h  himsdf ;  the  said  draught  being  annexed  to  another 
manuscript  bow  before  me^  which  was  apparently  of  his 
ccxnposingc. 

They  first  numbered  up  the  places  most  suspectedjbr  the 
armyjrom  Spainy  and  also  those  most  convenient  Jbr  that 
in  FkmderSy  to  land  at:  then  concluded  how  many  of  those 
places  were  to  be  ptU  in  defence  to  hinder  their  landing. 
And  first  they  took  notice  of  Milford ;  which  though  they 
did  not  suspect  would  be  preferred,  for  the  barrenness  of  the 
country,  yet,  in  regard  to  the  goodness  of  the  haven,  they 
thought  it  convenient  there  should  be  a  trained  number,  of 
two  thousand  foot  and  five  hundred  horse  in  readiness ;  and 
that  in  want  of  horsemen,  the  gentlemen  and  their  ser- 
vants were  to  supply  the  deficiency.  But  Plymouth  they 
thought  the  most  likely  place ;  because  it  was  improbable  the 
king  of  Spain  would  venture  his  fleet  too  far  within  the 
sleeve,  before  he  had  mastered  some  good  harbour;  of 
which  Plymouth  is  nearest  to  Spun,  soonest  fortified,  and 
most  convenient  to  be  succoured  either  from  Spain  or  France. 
Portland  they  also  thought  a  tempting  place,  having  a  large 
harbour  and  good  landing*  The  Isle  of  Wight  they  con- 
sidered as  a  strong  retreat,  if  won,  and  the  country  ad- 
jcnning  champion ;  where  the  enemy  might  march  his  whole 
army.    And  why  they  thought  the  Downs,  Margate,  and 


tbe  wan  of  Frmnce,  Scotland,  and 
the  Ide  of  Candia ;  late  president  of 
Coonanght,  and  a  braye  commander 
in  die  wara  of  Ireland,  where  he  af- 
terwards died  goTemor  of  Leinster. 

*  A  Tafiant  and  eipenenced  com- 
mander in  the  French  and  Belgic 
wan,  of  whom  fnrther  mention  will 
be  made  in  tbe  coorse  of  this  history. 

^  Late  goyemor  of  Virginia,  as 
before  obsenred ;  afterwards  knight- 
ed, and  preferred  to  some  consi- 
derable pcHit  in  tbe  nary  or  tbe  trea- 
sorj;  a  man  able  dtber  to  give 
eoonsel  in  warlike  affairs,  or  put  it 
in  execotion;  was  author,  bendet 


bis  discourses  on  Virginia,  of  seyeral 
military  memorials  in  letters  to  the 
lord  treasurer  and  others;  particu- 
larly one,  on  tbe  use  to  be  made  of 
don  Antonio  against  Spun ;  another, 
about  encamping  of  soldiers,  and  in- 
convenience of  quartering  them  in 
towns,  &c. 

c  Entitled,  '<  A  Discourse  on  the 
'*  present  Consultation,  touching  the 
**  Peace  with  Spain,  and  retaining  of 
«<  the  Netheriands  in  Society  and 
*'  Protection."  Which  manuscript 
will  be  further  spoken  of  in  a  more 
couTcnient  part  of  this  work. 
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the  Thames,  fit  landing  places,  was  in  regard  to  the  eaaness 
of  landing;  and  being  nearest  the  prince  of  Parma,  in 
whose  forces  the  king  of  Spain  reposed  special  trust.  Then 
they  consulted  whether  these  places  were  to  be  strengthened 
hjf  Jbrtificationy  or  assembly  of  the  people^  or  both  /  and 
concluded,  that  for  Plymouth  there  should  be  both ;  and 
that  the  five  thousand  trained  men  in  Devon  and  Cornwall, 
besides  the  stannaries,  were  to  be  assembled  for  Plymouth, 
standing  equal  to  both  counties :  of  this  number,  instead  of 
muster^ays,  chargeable  and  of  little  effect,  two  thousand 
diould  be  assembled  in  Pl3rmouth,  under  the  general  to  be 
appointed  over  the  western  army,  that  they  might  know 
their  leaders,  be  acquainted  with  watch  and  waid,  and  so 
instructed,  that  on  a  sudden  there  might  be  no  confiincm; 
and  this  to  be  half  at  the  charge  of  her  majesty,  and  half  on 
the  country,  if  the  country  charge  surmounted  not  the  ordi- 
nary trainings.  Portland  also  was  to  be  armed  both  by  for- 
tification and  assembly ;  for  the  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred trained  men  in  Dorsetshire  and  Wiltshire  were  to  be 
assembled  for  that  place ;  and  two  thousand  of  them  to  be 
exercised  as  before,  in  some  part  of  Wiltshire,  a|qx)inted 
for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  take  Somersetdiire  in,  which  are 
two  thousand  foot.  At  Sandwich  and  the  Downs  by  as- 
sembly. In  Kent  and  Sussex,  the  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred trained  men  to  be  assembled  for  defence  there;  and 
two  thousand  of  them  to  be  exercised  at  Sandwich,  as  be- 
fore. The  like  order  to  be  titken  for  Norfolk  and  Sufiblk. 
Their  further  meaning  was,  that  these  garrisons  should  re- 
main but  for  twenty  days,  to  be  throughly  trained,  and  ac- 
quainted with  encamping.  Then  every  such  two  thousand 
men  in  garrison  thus  disciplined,  should  give  example  to  a 
great  army  of  raw  men,  so  prevent  confusion  on  a  sudden. 
Further,  that  twenty  captains  should  be  appointed  to  eyerj 
such  two  thousand  men;  which  captains  having  each  of 
them  a  hundred  trained  men,  should  receive  under  them 
when  the  army  assembled  a  hundred  more ;  so  as  in  effect 
there  would  be  four  thousand  men  in  order,  and  under  mar- 
tial discipline.    Half  these  captains  ware  to  be  cboaea  by 
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the  genefil  of  the  army,  the  rest  to  be  from  the  prindpal 
gentry  of  the  country ;  under  whom  were  soldiers  to  be  ttpi> 
pointed  for  thdr  lieutenants.  And  the  same  order  to  be 
observed  in  all  other  places  of  garrison.  Then  they  oon^ 
sidered  on  Ae  cowrse  to  be  taken  Jbrjlghiing  the  enemy,  t^ 
hy  force  he  dumld  land;  and  this  they  agreed  must  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  general ;  only  advised,  if  they  could 
not  prevent  his  landing  and  marching  forward,  that  the 
country  be  driven,  so  as  no  victuals  remain  to  the  invaders, 
and  that  they  be  kept  waking  with  perpetual  alarms;  but 
in  nowise  to  venture  battle,  till  divers  lieutenants  were  as- 
sembled to  make  a  strong  army,  as  before  spedfied;  exc^ 
upon  ipecial  advantages.  Further,  that  in  those  provinces 
where  there  are  many  lieutenants,  some  one  to  be  appmnted 
chief  leader,  that  there  be  no  straining  of  courtesy  among 
one  another,  and  giving  thereby  advantage  to  the  enemy ; 
but  that  eveiy  lieutenant's  authority  shall  only  extend  to 
the  command  of  his  own  company,  as  colonel  of  that  regi«- 
ment,  and  be  commanded  by  the  lieutenants  general :  as  in 
Devcm  and  Cornwall,  there  being  ten  lieutenants ;  whereby 
it  dudl  be  known  who  shall  command  in  dther,  as  need 
diall  require.  Next  they  considered  what  proportion  of 
men  must  be  prepared  for  this  end.  Here,  suppoong  the 
enemy  landed  at  Plymouth,  they  computed  that  the  six 
thousand  armed  and  furnished  in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  with 
the  assistance  of  those  in  Wiltshire,  Dorset,  and  Somerset* 
shire,  would  make  a  sufficient  army,  strengthened  with  the 
gentlemen,  thcnr  retinue,  and  others  of  the  neighbouring 
counties,  to  be  incorporated,  though  not  so  completdy 
armed :  and  if  by  reastance,  or  contrary  weather,  the  enemy 
pass  over  Plymouth,  and  land  at  Portland,  then  the  army 
of  the  west  shall  repair  to  them.  If  the  invasion  hajqien 
upon  Kent,  or  other  part  to  the  west  of  the  Thames,  then 
the  midland  shires,  directed  to  assist  the  west,  may  turn  to 
the  east  along  the  coast,  tf  the  army  in  Flanders  land  to 
the  east  of  the  Thames,  the  same  order  to  be  taken  with 
Sufiblk,  Norfolk,  Sussex,  and  the  city  of  London.  And 
because  spedal  rq;ard  was  to  be  had  to  her  majesQr^s  per- 
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son,  an  army  should  be  providec!,  and  commanded  under 
counties  reserved  for  that  end,  to  join  the  forces  of  London 
and  otiiers,  to  be  armed  out  of  her  majesty's  storea. 
Fitrther,  for  the  increase  of  footmen  wonting  armour, 
among  one  fourth  of  tlie  able  unarmed  men,  eighty  should 
be  pikes,  and  twenty  liillmen,  and  those  weapons  speedily 
to  be  provided,  they  being  furnished  by  the  realm.  And 
for  the  increase  of  pikemen  in  this  scarcity  of  armour,  that 
the  billmen  be  converted  into  pikemen,  and  that  able  bill- 
men  miarmed  should  be  levied  in  their  places;  Itecause  the 
ranks  of  billmen  in  order  to  battle  are  always  environed 
with  pikemen  ;  for  the  billmen  serve  specially  for  execu- 
tion, if  the  enemy  be  overthrown  :  only  a  few  armed  bill- 
men  or  halberdiers  reserved  to  guard  the  ranks  wherein  tlie 
ensigns,  drums,  &c.  are  placed.  And  because,  on  a  sudden 
invasiou,  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide  necessaries,  store  of 
ordnance,  munition,  and  all  other  furniture,  to  I>e  forthwith 
provided,  and  sent  to  the  foresaid  garrisons.  Also  that 
horse  as  well  as  foot  be  exercised  in  those  general  assem- 
blies; and  that  at  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  Sandwich,  or 
other  places  thought  fit  to  have  tlie  Hke  training,  the  horse- 
men of  the  next  counties  be  also  brought  together;  as  at 
Plymouth,  those  of  Devon,  Cornwall, and  Somersetshire;  at 
Portland,  tliose  of  Dorset,  Wilts,  Hampshire,  and  Berk- 
shire ;  and  at  Sandwich,  those  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Surrey. 
And  because  in  these  places  for  training  the  infantry  there 
may  want  forage  and  conveniences  for  horsemen,  the  lieu- 
tenants may  choose  the  finest  for  the  cavalry  as  near  tlje 
foot  as  they  can.  But  as  they  cannot  resist  the  landing  in 
Scotland,  they  proposed  six  thousand  foot  and  two  thousand  " 
horse,  whereof  one  thousand  to  l>e  lances,  for  that  side. 
And  if  these  shall  be  thought  too  weak  for  the  army  in 
Flanders  when  it  lands  there,  a  good  part  of  the  army  ap- 
pointed to  guard  her  majesty  may  he  detached  to  join  the 
army  in  the  north,  and  the  army  of  the  west  march  itp  to 
supply  their  charge.  They  also  considered  the  king  of 
Spain's  hopes  in  the  papists  and  malecontenis ;  and  that  if 
those  small  regiments  were  not  in  readiness,  it  would  be   , 
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too  late  to  ttsanUe,  both  for  resisting  a  foreign  enemy  and 
withstanding  these  at  home  in  one  day;  for  every  man 
would  rest  in  fiear  of  having  his  own  house  fired,  and  his 
fiunily  destroyed;  therefore,  if  they  made  any  stir,  severe 
executioo  upon  such  offenders  should  be  used  by  martial 
law.  Further,  that  it  should  be  bruited  in  Spain,  a  vast 
army  of  double  or  treble  the  number  was  ready  in  the  west, 
and  other  coasts  of  England,  to  embark  for  Portugal  or  the 
Indies;  the  same  opinion  being  fortified  by  the  preparation 
of  so  many  ships  making  ready  in  those  parts  by  sir  Francis 
Drake.  They  also  thought,  that  throughout  all  the  coun- 
ties of  En^and,  the  proportion  among  the  armed  and 
trained,  as  well  as  unarmed  pikes  and  bills,  should  be  eighty 
jnkes  and  twenty  Inlls  in  every  hundred.  And  lastly, 
cautioned  the  lords  of  the  council  to  be  wary  of  her  ma- 
jesty^s  ships  lying  at  Rochester. 

Besides  this  grand  scheme  for  the  safeguard  of  the  king- 
dom in  general,  Ralegh  seems  to  have  had  some  special  re- 
gard to  several  particular  places.  For  there  has  been  found 
among  the  lord  Burghley^s  papers,  A  remembrance  Jbr  the 
lord  trciuurery  touching  the  request  of  sir  W.  R.  dated,  it 
seems,  this  year ;  which  makes  request  for  five  pieces  of 
brass  cannon  lying  at  Woolwich ;  also  for  letters  to  the 
marquis  of  Winchester,  lieutenant  of  Dorsetshire,  for  a 
hundred  men,  and  arms  to  defend  the  castle  and  island  of 
Portland,  with  a  supply  of  powder,  there  being  but  one 
last.  Further,  for  removal  of  the  unserviceable  ordnance 
there  to  London;  and  that  the  lord  marquis  would  give 
order  for  his  said  hundred  men,  by  his  commission  di- 
rected to  the  lieutenant  of  Portland,  and  he  will  undertake 
to  collect  men  of  sufficiency,  not  of  the  trmned  number. 
Lastly,  for  his  lordship^s  good  remembrance  for  the  towns 
of  Wejrmouth  and  Melcomb-Regis.  From  whence  my 
author  is  not  only  inclined  to  believe  this  paper  was  sent  by 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  but  that  he  was  now  governor  of  Port- 
land castle,  and  had  those  towns  under  his  care**.     We 

-•'See  Stiype't  AboiiIs  of  the  Church,  torn.  3.  fol.452. 
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may  indeed  hence  believe  tliis  paper  was  wrilten  by  hiui ; 
Btitl  thai  lie  not  only  tiwk  those  places,  hut  several  others, 
under  liis  consideration,  that  they  might  Iw  put  in  the  best 
state  of  defence :  but  that  he  was  now  governor  of  Port- 
land castle,  or  limited  to  the  defeiicc  of  that  place  at  the 
lime  of  the  invasion,  as  might  be  implied  from  my  author, 
seems  not  very  consistent  with  his  lieutenancy  in  ihe  west. 

But  as  much  engaged  as  Ralegh  seems  at  this  Uine  to 
have  been  for  the  safely  of  the  kingdom,  he  found  some 
interval  to  consider  also  upon  means  for  the  relief  of  hia 
colony.  For  after  governor  White  returned,  and  had  de- 
livered him  his  letters,  with  other  advertisements  concenung 
his  late  voyage,  and  the  state  of  the  planters  in  Vir^nia, 
Ralegh  immediately  appointed  a  pinnace  to  be  sent  thither, 
with  all  such  provisions  as  lie  apprehended  they  might 
want ;  and  also  wrote  letters  to  them,  promising  that  he 
would  prepare  a  good  supply  of  shipping  and  mcD,  with 
all  other  necessaries,  to  be  with  them  the  summer  following. 
This  pinnace  and  fleet  he  accordingly  prepared  at  Bidde- 
ford  in  the  west  of  England,  under  the  command  of  sir 
Richard  Grenvill;  and  all  things  being  now  ready,  they 
waited  only  for  a  fair  wind.  In  the  mean  time,  the  alann 
fio  increased  throughout  all  England,  of  that  vast  and  for- 
midable armament  made  by  the  king  of  Spain,  under  th« 
sanction  of  the  po]»e's  crusado,  for  the  invasion  and  coiv- 
quest  of  the  whole  island,  that  most  of  the  ships  of  war 
then  in  any  readiness  received  orders  from  the  state  to  attend 
in  their  harbours  for  the  defence  of  their  own  country:  and 
sir  Richard  Grenvill  was  personally  commanded  not  to 
depart  out  of  Cornwall.  Governor  White  neverllieless  li^ 
bourcd  so  earnestly  for  the  relief  of  the  colony,  that  he  ob- 
tained two  small  pinnaces,  called  the  Brave  and  the  Ro^ 
wherein  fifteen  planters,  and  all  convenient  provisions  for 
those  who  wintered  in  the  country,  were  transportetl ;  but 
the  names  of  the  captiuns  who  eontmsnded  those  vessels  ore 
not  remembered.  On  the  22d  of  April  1588,  they  put 
over  the  bar  at  Biddeford,  and  the  same  night  came  to  an- 
chor at  the  Isle  of  Lundy  :   but  the  company,  minding 
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more  to  make  a  gainful  voyage  jthan  a  safe  one,  run  in 
ehaae  of  prises ;  till  at  last  one  of  them  was  met  with  by  a 
couple  of  strong  men  of  war  of  Rochelle,  about  fifty  leagues 
to  the  north-east  of  Madeira ;  where,  after  a  bloody  fight, 
the  English  were  beaten,  boarded,  and  rifled.  But  it  is  ob- 
senraUe,  the  Frenchmen  were  so  immoderate  in  possessing 
themselTes  of  their  spcHl,  that,  by  overloading  the  boats 
with  the  freight  of  the  English  ships,  they  sunk  what  they 
were  too  eager  to  share;  so  the  vice  which  led  them  to 
conquest  being  itself  unconquered,  they  lost  by  th^ 
greedmess  what  they  had  won  by  their  strength.  In  this 
BMumed,  ransadced,  and  ragged  condition,  the  said  ship  re- 
turned to  England  in  a  month'^s  time;  and  about  throe 
weeks  after  returned  the  other,  having  perhaps  tasted  of 
the  same  fare,  at  least  without  performing  the  intended 
voyage;  to  the  distress  of  the  planters  abroad,  and  dia- 
fdeaaure  of  their  patron  at  home  ^. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  France  sent  queen  Eli- 
zabeth a  message,  assuring  her,  that  the  tempest,  which 
had  been  gathering  in  Spain  for  three  years,  would  oer- 
tmnly  break  very  speedily  upon  her  kingdom  ;  therefore 
advised  her  to  make  the  best  preparation  she  could  for  its 
defence.  Nor  did  the  king  of  Spain  keep  it  now  any  longer 
a  secret,  having  about  the  same  time,  that  is,  in  the  month 
of  May  this  year,  published  at  Lisbon  an  ample  and  osten- 
tatious account  ^  of  this  Invincible  Armada,  as  the  Spaniards 
themselves  had  called  it;  wherein  the  squadrons  are  dis- 
tinguished according  to  the  several  provinces ;  the  names 


'  Hakiayt't  Voyages,  i«t  edit.  fol. 
1589.  p.  771. 

'  It  is  entitled,  fja  FelictMnma  Jr- 
WMda  fue  ei  rejf  "Felipe  nuesiro  se- 
nwr  mamiojmntar  en  el  puerto  de 
Is  eimdad  dt  IMboa  en  el  retfno  de 
P^rtugeU:  en  el  anno  de  mil  e  ft/i^ 
uieHiee  jr  oehtnta  p  oeko.  Heeha 
pmr  Pedro  de  Pos  SaUu.  it  was 
translated  into  English  the  same 
year  by  Daniel  Archdeacon,  under 
the  title  of  **  A  Disooune  of  that 
**  Armada  which  the  king  of  Spain 
'*  caused  to  W  assembled    In   the 


**  haveu  of  Lisbon  in  the  kingdom 
**  of  Portugal,  in  the  year  88,  against 
**  England ;  the  which  began  to  go 
*'  out  of  the  haven  the  29th  .and 
'*  30th  of  May."  See  an  abstract  of 
this  pamphlet  in  Hakluyt,  (out  of 
Van  Metcran,)  vol.  i.  fol.  592.  Also 
in  the  Triumphs  of  Nassau,  trans- 
lated fi-om  a  French  book  hereafter 
mentioned,  fol.  1613.  from  page  50 
*o  63.  ALso  in  Speed's  Chronicle, 
fol.  1 198.  And  Mr.  Strype*s  Anqals 
of  the  Church,  torn.  3.  fol.  1798. 
Appen.  N».  51,  &c. 
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of  the  ships,  their  burden,  and  their  commanders ;  with  the 
number  of  their  soldiers,  mariners,  and  ottier  associates  and 
adventurers;  their  stores,  and  all  other  necessaries,  likk 
wise  specified:  whence  it  ap[)ears  the  whole  fleet  cottststed 
of  a  hundred  and  thirty,  or,  according  to  sir  Walter  Ba* 
legh  e  and  Hugo  Grotius  ^,  a  hinidred  and  forty  sail ;  some 
few  tenders,  or  others,  joining  them  by  the  way,  not  being 
perhaps  in  the  Spanish  list  reckoned :  carrying,  by  the  ge- 
neraliiy  of  accounts,  alwve  twenty-six  hundred  pieces  ot 
brass  and  iron  ordnance  • ;  near  nineteen  thousand  soltUers; 
between  eight  and  nine  thousand  sailors;  besides  officers, 
priests,  galley-slaves,  servants,  and  other  attendants; 
amounting  in  all  to  about  thirty  thousand  persons  :  or,  ac- 
cording to  the  confession  of  don  Diego  Piementelli,  one  of 
their  own  commanders,  who  was  driven  into  Zealand,  ihe 
whole  fleet,  army,  &c.  were  no  less  than  thirty-two 
thousand  men  ;  and  cost  the  king  of  Spain  30,000  ducaU 
every  day''.  The  general  of  this  mighty  navy  was  the 
duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  knight  of  the  golden  fleece;  and 
John  Marlines  de  Ricalde  was  chief  admiral.  In  Flanders 
the  prince  of  Parma  was  also  making  great  preparations  to 
join  tliis  armada ;  had  gathered  up  an  army  consisting  of 
more  than  a  hundred,  some  say  two  hundred  companies  of 


*  Antial.  I 


Hist,  dp   [ 


648.  p.  iji. 
nut  one  of  Mr.  L^iird's  lists  in  liii 
Naval  Expedilion*,  Don  publisbin;, 
folio  IJI,  raiHi  them  [0  145.  'the  nu- 
tbor  of  u  Icttpr  apnt  out  of  Eugltiud 
to  doD  BemaHia  Meadoxa,  ambu- 
■ador  in  Prance  for  (lie  kiog  of 
BpaiD,  4to.  1588.  (ays,  p.  17.  tbeir 
Bumber  waa  ijo.  AIko  Van  Me- 
IrraD,  the  Dutch  bialoriaD's  rctalion 
ef  tfaia  iurisiod,  ia  Hakluyt,  vol.  i. 
fol.  59,{,  n^rees  in  tliat  number;  but 
a  lilllc  further  rtrkont  thi'tn  nt  i,;4. 
And  Slow  or  Hone'i  Abridirnirnt  of 
bim  adraiicn  the  Spnuiah  fln-1  to 
156  ihipi.  Bui  lh«  nrcciiiuta  abuic. 
ripecially  of  the  Sjiaiiiard*  thriii- 
arlve*  at  the  verv  lime,  Mem  most 


September  tbin  year,  i  Bad  he  coa- 
TeaaRd,  Uiat  Ihey  were,  at  ihrir  com- 
ing forth  from  Spaia,  1,15  uil.  Thai 
IB  a  acarce  tract,  cntitJnJ,  Certain 
AdrertisemenlH  out  of  Ireland,  con- 
cerniug  Ihc  Losses  and  Dtalmwi 
happened  lo  Ibe  tipaniib  Navy,  410. 
rsSS.in  the  Harleian  libnit?,  H.  H. 
'  Sir  Walter  Ralegli  has  made  aome 
good  obserralioDs  npoB  Ihia  plenty  of 
Spanish  Kim>,  which  there  will  be 
orcaiioQ  hereafter  tnure  paiticnJarly 

^  So  Emnnuel  Van  Melcraa,  id 
Hakliiyl,  a*  before,  probably  out  of 
the  iteposition  of  doa  Diffo  Pienien- 
lelli,  before  the  chief  lords  of  Uie 
CDUDtll  of  the  Hagae,  in  Hollaod, 
printed  in  Eofrliah  at  Loodnn,  4I0. 
ifSfl. 
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foot,  and  four  thoiuuid  bone ;  and  was  very  hvuiy  in  mafc. 
ing  rafta^  ferry-boats,  floating  bridges,  pcwtcuUises,  galnoD% 
and  what  notP  Nor  were  tbey  idle  in  England;  for  how 
well  the  directionB  of  the  council  of  war  aforesaid  were  put 
in  execution,  and  how  far  Ral^h  may  be  presumed  to 
have  been  engaged  among  the  most  indefatigable  in  tfaia 
service,  b  to  be  inferred  from  the  words  of  that  author,  who 
says,  "  In  a  very  short  time  the  whole  kingdom  and  every 
**  comer  were  speedily  furnished  with  armed  people  oo 
"  horseback  and  on  foot ;  and  those  continually  trained, 
"  exercised,  and  put  into  bands  in  such  warlike  manner*  at 
"  in  no  age  ever  Waa  before  in  this  realm."  And  a  little 
Airther,  "  That  all  concurred  in  one  mind,  to  be  in  le*- 
**  diness  to  serve  for  the  realm ;  and  some  one  country  waa 
*'  able  lo  nuke  a  suffident  army  of  twenty  thousand  mat 
"  fit  to  fight,  and  fifteen  thousand  of  them  well  anned  and 
"^weaponed;  and  tn  some  countries  the  number  of  fmty 
"  thousand  able  men :  that  the  maritime  countries  frtm 
'*  Cm^wall  all  along  southward  to  Kent,  and  from  tbence 
"  eastward  to  Lincolnshire,  were  so  furnished  with  soldiers, 
"  both  of  themselves,  and  with  resort  from  their  next  sbire^ 
"  as  there  was  no  place  to  be  doubted  for  landing  t^  any 
*'  foreign  forces,  but  there  were  within  forty-eight  hours  to 
*'  come  to  the  place  above  twenty  thousand  fighting  men 
"  on  horseback  and  on  foot,  with  all  manner  of  ammuni- 
**  tion,  provinon,  and  carriages,  under  the  principal  nobles 
"  of  the  countries,  and  captains  of  the  greatest  knowledge'." 
We  further  learn  from  the  same  author  and  others,  that 
besides  these  armies  for  the  maritime  countries,  the  dty  of 
London  exerdsed  before  the  queen  ten  thousand  men,  and 
had  several  thousands  more  in  readiness ;  that  there  were 
also  two  great  armies  raised,  whereof  one  was  encamped  at 
Tilbury  in  Essex,  between  the  city  and  the  mouth  of  the 
ThaAies,  ^connsting  of  twenty-two  thousand  foot  and  a 
thousand  horse,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Lei- 


■  Tka  ton  of  •  )•*>•*'  MM  Ml  or  Eaglud  to  dos  Bonudn  Mwdosi, 
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cester.  The  queen  reviewed  this  camp  several  times, 
dined,  made  orntiors  in  it,  and  lodged  in  the  borders  of  it ". 
The  other  army,  ciinsisling  of  ihirty-four  thousand  foot  nnd 
two  thousand  luirse,  conimandec!  bv  the  lord  Hunsdon, 
was  planted  almut  the  queen's  own  person".  And  it  in- 
creased daily  by  the  several  bunds  and  troops,  which  were 
led  from  the  inland  countries  by  such  noblemen,  knights, 
and  gentlemen,  as  had  no  special  charge  or  government  in 
their  respective  counties;  while  the  young  earl  of  Essts, 
and  others  among  them,  cntert^ned  her  majesty  with  tilt- 
ings  and  tourneys,  barriers,  mock-fights,  and  such  like  arts, 
as  in  public  are  wont  to  render  men  popular".  But  the 
lieutenants  of  the  maritime  counties  were  otherwise  em- 
ployed. And  as  the  earl  of  Pembroke  had  been  as^diious 
in  levying  the  forces  of  ^Vilts  and  Somersetahire,  and  the 
,  earl  of  Bath  those  of  Devonshire ;  so  Ralegh  seems  to  have 
^  been  no  less  forward  and  industrious  in  raising  and  reducing 
t  those  of  Cornwall  to  the  best  order  and  discipline  for  the 
service  of  his  country,  against  the  common  enemy  ;  not- 
withstanding wliat  he  might  have  done,  as  has  been  said 
before,  at  Portland :  and,  like  the  rest  of  the  lords-lieu- 
tenant, to  have  sent  up  constandy  his  certificates  to  the 
queen  of  the  numbers  that  were  assembled ;   the  posture 


"  TliB  moiil  pBrtii^aliir  ilMtriplion 
peihiips  of  Ibese  prcpHralicus  against 
the  SpftDiih  ioTuioD,  mpeciall;  of 
dw  qiiran't  fntertiiiiiiiicul  ■(  the 
rojKl  ramp  of  Tilburj-,  is  to  ba  fguad 
In  B  poem  of  bUnb' verse,  eutitled, 
Eliubctliii  Triiinipbtiiis :  coiitiiuiog 
the  damncfl  prnrlicei  wljich  Uie  de- 
viliifa  popM  of  Rome  bare  used  erer 
UDce  her  first  cominit  to  tbe  crowa. 
-  DedlFated  to  Dr.JaliuR  Cnar,  &c. 
bf  James  Askc,  4(0.  ijSS, 

°  But  si  I  yean  before  tfaia  occa- 
■lon  of  rnlaing  Ihp  mililsrf  atrenglli 
of  EnEluDd,  HccordiDg  lo  lir  Wnller 
Rilcgh,  [here  vere,  iipou  n  geocrai 
view  nad  master,  found  ia  the  iting- 
dom,  of  nil  mea  fit  lo  besr  nrmt, 
eleren  liundrcil  and  screaty-lim 
tliouMod.  Sw  bi>  Select  E-tMyi 
and    Obisfs 


e  of  (J 


lot 


i^hippiug,  p.  17. 

'  l'h(>  earl  of  Enex  was  noir  mas- 
ter of  tbe  queeo'i  bone.  8«e  the 
letter  lo  Meudou  afDrcsaid,  p.  15, 
In  which  sir  Henry  Wotton  ngrect. 
who  mokei  this  fnrtlier  obKrvation : 
"  This  service  at  Tilbury  camp  >■■, 
"in  i[>y  jiidpneht,"  aaya  be,  "  the 
"  TerypoisoDofalllhatColloiredifnr 
"  there,  tvliile  the  queen  stood  la 
"  some  doubt  of  tke  Sptoitih  inira- 
"  sion,  she  made  bim  in  field  com- 
"  mauder  of  the  caralry,  aa  be  vrat 
"  before  in  court,  and  much  itraMd 
"  him  Dpetilj  in  view  of  the  sotdicrt 
"  aud  people,  even  above  my  lord  of 
"  Leicester  ■-  tbe  trulh  is,  from 
•  llienccforlh  he  fed  loafa-l."  Vt- 
rnllel  between  Robert  Derereii>L,eaH 
ot  r.ssri,  nod  Geoi^  Vlllier*.  duke 
of  Backln^ara. 
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tb^  were  m ;  the  proyinons  they  were  supplied  with ;  or 
thoee  whereof  they  stood  in  need. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  land  preparations,  which 
moved  some  speculative  warriors  at  court  to  think  a  sea 
force  uiineoessary,  as  if  the  English  were  sufficient  to  cut 
the  Spaniards  to  pieces  in  landing,  or  when  they  were  ashore, 
and  run  away  with  their  ships  at  the  same  time ;  sir  Wal- 
ter Rali^  knew  better  what  another  kingdom  might  do, 
even  against  England,  by  the  advantage  of  a  fleet,  if  we 
have  none:  no  man  having  so  solidly  resolved  as  himself 
that  wei^ty  question,  whether  Engkmd,  without  the  hdp 
qf  a  Jle^j  is  cMe  to  debar  (in  enemy Jrom  landingf  He 
knew  that  ships,  without  putting  themselves  but  oi  breath, 
will  easily  outrun  the  soldiers  that  coast  them :  he  knew  that 
a  fleet  after  sunset  may  be  seen  at  the  lizard,  and  by  the 
next  morning  at  Portland,  which  an  army  should  be  six 
days  in  marching;  and  consequently,  that  the  sailor  may 
choose  his  landing-place,  where'  there  are  no  soldiers  that 
can  oppose  him:  and  even  supposing  an  invader  should 
offer  to  land  near  where  our  greatest  army  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive him,  Balegh  doubted,  when  the  choice  of  all  our 
trained-bands  and  of  officers  were  drawn  together,  as  at  Til- 
bury, to  attend  the  person  of  the  queen,  and  to  defend  the 
city  of  London,  whether  those  that  should  remain  to  guard 
the  coast  could  be  of  any  such  force  as  to  encounter  an  army 
like  that  which  the  prince  of  Parma  should  have  landed  in 
England?. 

By  sea  therefore  all  possible  defence  was  likewise  made, 
and  the  chief  command  was  very  properly  conferred  on  the 
lord  admiral  Howard,  who,  hearing  the  Invincible  Armada 
was  upon  the  point  of  hoisting  sail,  sent  sir  Francis  Drake^ 
who  was  constituted  his  vice-admiral,  with  fifty-six  ships 
well  appcnnted,  to  the  western  parts,  and  himself  arrived 
there  on  the  23d  of  May  with  others,  which  made  up  the 
fleet  about  a  hundred  sail ;  while  the  lord  Henry  Seymour 
was  sent  to  lie  with  forty  English  and  Dutch  ships,  (accord- 


F  Vid.  Hiitory  of  the  World,  lib.  5 .  cup.  f .  sect.  9. 
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'mg  U>  Camden,)  between  Dover  ttud  Cal^a  to  intercept  tlie 


pnnc 


:  of  Pamiai,     The  Invincible  Armada  loosed  ancbur 


front  Lisbon  four  days  before,  but  met  nitli  such  gturms, 
nckneas,  and  other  disasters,  that  the  lunl  admiral  put  forth 
towards  Spain,  in  hopes  of  surprising  llieni  in  their  distress ; 
till  more  maturely  considering  they  might  jiass  by  undis- 
covered, he  rt'turned  to  I'lynioutli,  and  suffered  his  men  to 
relieve  themselves  on  shore.  The  queen  had  received  such 
assurance  they  were  so  disabled  from  coming  this  year  by 
that  storm,  that  she  made  secretary  Walsingliaiii  send  for 
four  of  her  lirsi-rate  ships  to  be  brought  home  to  Chatham. 
But  their  return  was  prevented  by  the  intelligence  which 
captain  Thomas  Fleming  brought  into  (lie  harbour  on  the 
19th  of  July,  that  he  had  discovered  the  enemy  approach- 
ing from  the  Lizard-Point  in  Cornwall.  The  captains  and 
commanders  were  then,  it  seems,  at  bowls  upon  the  Hoe  at 
Plymouth ' ;  and  the   tradition  goes,   that   Drake   would 


1  As  tor  Ihc  duvaI  force  !n  Ilicie 
timcB,  Williiim  HirritoD,  in  hi>  His- 
torical Description  of  EngUud,  (with 
•   whom  sir  Wjilirr  Ralegh  ia  his  Essny* 
id  n((reeii,l  telli  in,  (lie  qiieeD 
en  in  the    I4tb    year  of  hvr 
I  Ri|;ti,   Tnix  yean  twrore  this   ' — 


nffirnii  (lie  liiinchei  >  Iiirtte  man  of 
war  every  wcond  yrar.  But  by  (bat 
loDg  list  of  the  EDslisb  naiyi  lOrhich 
Ihij  j-car  opponeiT  the  Spauiib  ar- 
mada,) among  Ibe  MSS.  io  the  Rnyal 
library  14.  B.  XIII.  lately  printn)  by 
Mr.  Lediard,  in  faia  Naral   Etpcili- 


[  t^f"*'}  ■'■^"■'y''c'"<'>'<"''">i*)>'<"i"i'     tioDi,  fbl.  ij8>  it  appear*,  tberc  w 


rcnty  pcBl  ihipi,  i  wIh 

t  tlK7  both   rrrilr,,!  and  three 

.    aotable  galleya ;  with  the  ughl  where- 

of,  anil  the  reat  of  the  navy  myal, 

nya  Hiniion,  it  i>  incredible  to  aee 

bciw  flatly  ber   UTace  U  delij^tcd. 

Tliey  further   say,  there   were    then 

■hipa  more,  wboie  bnrden  ei- 

A  joo  ton ;  besidpa  mauy  more 

[  of  lener  burden,  boys,  Ac'   Qar- 

I   liMB  aho  oboervec,  her  grace  doth 

[    Vcariy  build  one  abip  or  other,  lo  the 

]   Wier  delence  of  her  frootiera  from 

1    Hie  enemy.     See  bin)  in  the  id  col. 

I  ofUoliuihed.foI.  loi. 

Michael  (  agtelnau,  who  was  am- 
banador  ben  many  year*  in  those 
'  dmes.  anil  ivho  ha*  given  the  mott 
>oblc  and  ingenuous  ibarnder  of  the 
niil  qiiceD,  in  bU  Meuiuira,  of  any 
fbrrlgner  I  hare  met  with  that  knew 
bee,  cnnics  10  ucar  that  author,  wliere 
he  nWrvei  httc  built  a  noble  fleet. 
t)ie  hiilwnrh  of  lirr  kiiiadnin,  as  to 


if  Ibat  burden  before 
mentioned  among  tbcm.  For  (hottgh 
that  list  mises  their  Dumber  be%-ODd 
all  other  accutiriti  to  197  anil,  imn- 
nifestty  omitting  some  which  werv 
there,  and  probably  admitting  several 

above  six  ibipH  among  (hem  men- 
tioned tu  he  of  joo  Ion,  aait  nut 
sboresnenofgrealerburdeD.  There- 
fore, aa  Mr.  Lediard  well  observe*, 
though  our  serernl  niDadrona  mifbt 
eieeed  those  of  tlte  Spaitianlt'in 
number  of  sUpg;  j-et  by  comparing 
the  tonnage  of  the  several  abips  in 
both  flecU,  and  the  number  of  men 
employed  in  Ihero,  the  inperiority  of 
llie  enemy's  fleet  will  appear  very 
coDUilerable ;  moic  than  double  in 
men,  and  rery  near  double  in  bur- 

'  I'hirnii    Rritannicus.  4to.    17JI. 
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Deeds  MC  the  game  up^  but  was  iood  prernled  on  lo  go 
and  ptay  out  the  nibben  with  the  Spamardi.  All  hands 
were  now  at  work  to  warp  out  the  ships,  which,  with  die 
admirable  industry  of  the  seamen,  was  very  speedily,  for  the 
difficulty  thereof,  performed,  the  wind  blowing  stiffly,  into 
the  haven  fttHn  the  south-west.  The  lord  admiral,  with  the 
few  he  could  then  get  ready,  lay  all  night  in  the  road.  Next 
day  about  fifty  or  threescore  more  joined  him,  and  at  noon 
they  kenned  the  Spanish  fleet ;  some  with  lofty  turreu  and 
decks  reared  one  above  another,  and  others  rowed  aloi^ 
with  two  or  three  hundred  oars  ajneoe;  all  advancing  with 
their  Spanish  gravity,  the  wind  b^g  abated,  in  a  semiaiv 
cular  order;  and  extended,  as  Camden  observes,  Sevan 
miles  from  end  to  end.  The  English  sufiered  them  all  to 
pass  by,  so  got  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  when  they  began  . 
.  to  dMse  them  in  the  rear :  nor  did  the  Spamards  ofier  to 
land  at  Plymouth,  thar  commtsnon  being  to  join  the  ptinoe 
of  Parma,  and  sail  directly  to  London.  The  next  day, 
which  was  the  31st  of  July,  the  lord  admiral  sent  out  a 
pinnace,  called  the  Defiance,  and  begun  the  fif^t  This,  I 
take  it,  was  near  the  Eddistone ;  for  there  we  have  account 
of  the  first  ccmflict,  and  of  the  first  Spanish  ship  that  wh 
taken  or  sunk  ■■  Then  the  lord  admiral  in  the  Ark-Royal^ 
Drake  in  the  Revenge,  with  Hawkins,  Froln^er,  and 
others,  having  thundered  thick  upon  the  enemy  for  two 
hours  tt^ther,  withdrew,  fc^y  of  their  ships  not  being 
(says  Camden)  yet  come  up.  In  this  engagement  the  Spai^ 
iards,  by  endeavouriDg  to  arcle  in  and  shelter  one  of  thar 
disabled  galleons,  she  had  her  foremast  broken,  and  was 
left  bdiind,  which  Dr^e  took  the  next  day,  with  don  Pedro 
de  Valdez  and  other  nobles  in  her,  besides  fifty-five  thou- 
sand ducats,  which  were  shared  among  his  sailors.  Im- 
mediately after,  another  of  their  greateBt  ships  was  set  on 
fire,  with  all  the  people  in  her,  and  yet  the  powder  escaped. 


■  Rn  tbelUt  of  tba  SpaDith  ibipi  caniiirUieLaiwsuidlHdrenorihs 

loM  )b  die  B«rT«w«nu  in  Jul^ind  5p>nirtiNaTy,4lo.i588. befHvncB- 

Aagnt  ijSS,  it  tb«  end  of  Ccrtetn  fioned. 
Adrcrtiicniwiti  ant  of  InUsd,  oon- 
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But  how  the  lunl  admiral,  all  ihe  first  night,  followed  the 
Spanish  laniL-m,  instead  of  Drake's,  into  their  fleet,  while 
Drake  at  the  Rame  tiiue  wa.«  making  another  mistaken  pur- 
suit; and  hou-  the  Ark-lloyal  followed  the  Spanish  fleet 
also  the  sei-ond  night  so  far,  almost  alone,  that  it  was  the 
aftemooti  following  before  the  English  fleet  overtook  her, 
widi  odier  particulars,  I  leave  to  the  more  ample  accounts 
of  thiH  engagement,  that  I  mav  attend  the  motions  of  ^r 
Walter  Ralegh ;  who,  from  being  at  first  the  nearest,  now 
growiug  impatient  at  being  the  most  remote  Irom  the  enemy, 
appears  to  have  committed  his  charge  by  land  to  proper 
officers,  or  detached  part  thereof  to  march  up  nearer  the 
Spaniards,  and  with  a  gallant  company  of  nobles  and  gen- 
tlemen, in  several  ships,  to  have  joined  the  English  fleet ; 
,  ^  that  is  to  say,  on  the  S3d  of  July,  when  the  Spanish  fleet 
I  of  was  advanced  over  against  Portland ;  where,  this  whole 
day  being  one  continued  engagement  from  morning  till 
night,  it  proved  the  most  general  and  bloody  fight  of  any 
between  them  in  the  British  channel.  And  here,  after  the 
taking  of  a  great  Venetian  ship,  and  others  of  lesser  bulk, 
the  Spaniards  were  driven  from  all  intention  of  assaulting 
the  English  till  ihey  had  joined  the  prince  of  Parma;  for 
during  this  fight,  or,  "  in  the  mean  while"  (according  to  the 
words  of  my  author,  from  Van  Mcteran,  one  of  the  earliest, 
most  copioua,  and  accurate  journalists  of  this  expedition) 
"  the  English  navy  increased ;  whereunio,  out  of  all  havens 
"  of  the  realm,  resorted  ships  and  men ;  for  they  all  with 
"  one  accord  came  flocking  thither  (to  Portland)  as  unto  a 
"  set  field  where  immortal  fame  and  glory  was  to  be  at- 
"  tained,  and  faithful  service  lo  he  performed  unto  ihrir 
"  prince  and  country '."  In  which  number  having  men- 
tioned the  earls  of  Oxford,  Northumberland,  and  Cumber- 
land, he  also  names  sir  Walter  Italegh  among  the  foremost 
of  near  twenty  other  knights  and  gentlemen,  whereby  the 
English   ships  were   augmented  to   a  hundred   sail;  and 

■  Sec  Ibc  mirwiilaiis  ¥101017  of  Ihc  p.  599,  from  Ui«  ijUi  book  0/  Einii- 
Engliib  tlrct  over  the  Spamah  Ar-  nuel  Vkd  Meteraa'.->  H'Mory  of  the 
mida;  in  Hnkluyl,  vol.  1,  fol.  1595.      Low  CoiiDtrics. 
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doubtleas,  by  some  of  thoee  Camden  menUoDed  to  have  been 
left  behind  in  Plymouth-Sound,  with  which  Ral^  vwy 
probably  advanced".  Hiese,  ever  asunder,  and  alwayt  in 
motion,  were  on  every  side  useful  to  annoy  the  enemy; 
MOW  presenting  a  broadside,  and  sheering  off ;  then  tacking 
about  and  discharging  the  other ;  in  such  sort,  that  nr 
Henry  Wotton  ca^ed  it,  a  morns-dance  upon  the  waters', 
while  the  sluggish  and  unwieldy  castles  of  the  enemy,  clusn 
tered  and  hampered  together,  could  only  offer  offence  tram 
one  disabled  aide ;  and  that,  when  they  had  done,  flew 
over  the  EnglishmeD''s  heads.  Camden  tells  us,  that  in  this 
day's  engagement  the  lord  admiral  was  advised  by  scMne  of 
his  officers,  with  more  heat  than  discretion,  to  grapple  with 
and  board  the  enemy.  Now  Ralegh,  having  made  some 
excdient  animadversions  upon  this  very  circumstance,  goes 
nigh  to  prove  out  of  his  own  words,  that  he  was  not  only  in 
this  dayV  engagement,  hut  that  the  counsel  he  might  thence 
appear  to  have  given  did  greatly  contribute  to  the  success 
of  it.  He  has  shewn  how  well  he  knew  that  in  such  case 
the  advantage  of  weapons  would  be  likeliest  to  carry  it, 
whereof  the  enemy  was  provided  with  far  the  greatest  num- 
bCT ;  also,  that  in  such  close  fight  how  liable  the  lesser  ships 
were  to  be  crushed  by  the  greater;  that  these  by  their  very 
h^ght  must  have  further  advantage  over  those  that  endea- 
voured to  board  them  from  below ;  and  lastly,  in  these  of 
more  bulk  and  breadth  being  also  moreiirm  and  more  steady, 
those  who  could  best  keep  their  feet  would  probably  be  best 
able  to  use  their  hands.  But  that  I  may  nut  impede  too 
much  the  course  of  action,  his  further  arguments  upon  this 
head  are  subjoined  more  closely  in  his  own  words  r.     Next 

•  Wbit  furUier   peniiiidea  me   to     of  Essex,  nnd  Gror^  duke  oF  Back' 
helici'c  Rilrgh  mlercd  the  fleet   at      Ingfasni,  Leforr  meotioiied. 

ihli   place  and  time   U,  my  4kriiiit  '  "  CerUiuly  lie  that  will  happily 

met  irilh  ■  cerlsin  foreign  Listorj-,  "  perform   a   fight  >t    sea,  mnrt  be 

hereafter  meotioDcd,  which  had  beta  "  ikilful  in  mikiog  ehoice  nf  TCUrls 

Ills  own  book,  and  vhereia  he  hai  "to  (iftht  Id  :  he  must  believe,  that 

with  hit  own   hand  corrected   Other  "  there  is  more  belonging  to  ■  good 

pasugei  TclitJDg  totiiiDBelf  I  but  has  "  man  of  war  upoa  the  waten  thao 

let  this  of  hia  joiuiug  the  Beet,  as  "  great  daring ;  and  miikt  know,  (hat 

abore,  paaa  oacootra^Cled.  "  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dtfhrcBce 

*  Hit  Fanllel  betweeu  Robert  earl  "  betweeu  figlitiiig  loow  or  at  large. 
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day  the  Spaniards  were  glad  to  lie  by,  and  the  English  no 
less  pleased  with  the  cessation,  that  they  might  take  the 
opportunity  of  sending  to  shore  for  a  recruit  of  aminuili- 
tion  ;  and  this,  being  a  circumstance  taken  notice  of  also  by 
Balegli  himself,  further  confirms  his  having  been  now  among 
them  '.     The  SSth  of  July,  the  English  had  another  sharp 


■od  grnpptiup.  Tlie  guns  of  a  slow 
•btp  pierce  na  well,  sad  mnkc  u 
grent   boles,  as  Ibose  in    n  awirt. 
To  clap  sbipa  lo^lbpr  vitboiit  Coa- 
aideratioa,  belongs  ratberlo  a  nnd- 
min  thmi  to  n  luau  of  war  ;  for  by 
inch  igaormit  bravery  vai  Peler 
StnHsie  lusl  it  the  Azoirs,  when 
be  fought  agaioM  the  marquia  of 
SancM  Crux.     Ip  like  sort  had  (be 
lord  Cbarira  Hovard,  admiral  of 
EuglHDd,  been  losi  ia  15S8,  if  he 
had  not  bireu  butter  adrised  tliao  a 
great  many  maliEnanl  fools  nrere, 
that  found  fault  wi'thhiBdempnDour. 
Tbe  Spaniards  had  au  nniiy  aboard 
tbeoi,  and  bi'  bad  none;  tbey  had 
more  chip?  thau  be  had,  and  of 
higher  building  and  cbHrging ;  so 
thni  had  he  entangled  bimwlf  with 
those  great  Mud  powerful  vensela, 
be  bad  greatly  FUdaage red  tliis king- 
dom of  Eiiglauil.   For  twenty  men 
upon  the  defence  are  equal  to   a 
hundred   that    board   and   enter ; 
whereas    Ihcn,   contrariwite,    the 
Spaniards  had  nhundred  for  twenty 
of  oun  to  defend  tbemselveiwitlial. 
Bnt  our  admiral  knew  his  advan- 
tage, and  beld  it;  which  had  he 
not  ilone,  lie  had  not  been  worthy 
to  hai-e  held  hU  bead.    Here  ti> 
speak  ill    geacral    of   wa-fighUi," 
(eoatioues  be,  though  I  think  hia  ob- 
aerration  may  have  respect  lo  some 
fiirtlirr  ercutsin  ihiiuardtiilarfi^t, 
wherefore  it  is  hen  aim  added,;  "  I 
"  (lay,  Ibnt  afleet  of  twenty  ships,  all 
"  good  snilors  and  good  sliipx,  have 
'*  the  adrantB)^  on  ibe  open  sea  of  a 
"  hundred   at    good   ihipg,  but   of 
"  slower  sailing.     For  if  the  fleet  of 
*'  a  hundred  sail  keep  tliemielvci  lu- 
"  gether  in   a  gross  squadron,  the 
"  twenty  bhips  upon  any  angle  shall 
"  fbrrc  Iheoi  to  give  ground  and  lo 
"  fall  bark  upon  Ibeir  own  nest  fel- 
"  Iowa  i  of  whieh  so  many  as  eii- 
"  ungle  are  made  >i  nacrrieeable  nr 
"lost.   Force  litem  they  may  easily  i 


'  therasclic 


vcnty  ships,  ■'bieb  gire 
3  scope,  alter  tltry  hare 
"  given  one  hroadnide  of  artilleiy  by 
"  clapping  into  the  wind  and  slay- 
"  iug,  may  give  them  lite  other,  and 
'■  BO  the  twenty  slups  batter  ihrm  in 
"pieces  with  a  perpelnal  volley; 
"  wliereas  those  that  Dght  in  a  tniop 
"  have  DO  room  to  lurn,  and  can  al- 
''  ways  use  but  one  and  the  same 
"  beaten  side,  if  the  Heel  of  a  bun- 
"  drcd  soil  gire  tliemselves  any  dis. 
"  tance,  then  shall  the  lesser'  Sect 
"  prefail.cilher against  Ihosethalore 
"  arrear  and  hindennost,  ot  against 
"  tboite  that,  by  adrantage  of  oi-er- 
"  sHiliuftlheir  fellows,  keep  the  wind: 
"  and,  if  upon  a  lec-sborc,  tbe  abip* 
"  next  the  wind  will  be  consuained 
"  to  fall  hack  into  their  own  squa- 
"  dran  i  then  it  is  all  10  nothing,  that 
"  the  whole  fleet  must  suffer  ship- 
■'  wreck,  or  render  itself.  That  nuch 
"  advantage  may  be  taken  upon  a 
"  "—  "'  unequal  speed,  i'  '   -'  ■    - 


;h  conceived  in  old  time, 
ot  He 


'  weU  ei 


"  in  Thucydides,  which  be  made  lo 
"  tbe  !iyracu>ians  when  tbe  Atlie- 
"  niani  invaded  tliem,  it  may  be 
'■  easily  obsfrved."  History  of  the 
World,  book  J.  chap.  1.  sect.  6. 

*  Speaking  of  lite  snperSuity  of 
great  ordnance  in  tlic  royal  nary. 
robsrrves,  that "  many  times  tlicr« 
is  no  proporUon  of  shot  and  pow- 
der allowed,  Taleably  lo  that  quoB- 
lily  of  great  ordnanec,  as  was 
seen  in  the  sea^batlle,"  says  he, 
with  tbe  Spaniaids,  in  tlir  year 
1 1^8,  when  it  so  nearly  concerned 
tBneleuce  and  prewrvation  of  die 
kingdom.  So  as  llicn  many  of 
those  great  guns,  wanting  powder 
and  shot,  stood  but  as  ciphers  aad 
scarecrows,  not  unlike  ID  the 
eastrrling  bnlks,  who  were  woul 
to  plant  great  red  portholes  in 
their  broadsides,  where  Ihev  car- 
ried no  onlnauce  a1 
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battle  with  the  Spmisb  'admirml,  and  three  gmt  g 
8t  the  IbI^  of  Wight,  in  which  Camden  nientiocis  the  taking 
cS  a  pMtugueae  galleon,  and  thitf  frotn  this  time  the  gd- 
leaaaeB  dutst  not  venture  upon  any  new  engagement,  but 
cloang  tbenuelTe§  up  again  in  a  nindle,  as  they  called  t^ 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  tell  the  prince  <^  Parma  hoir 
they  bad  been  served.  The  English  fleet  followed  and 
kept  playing  upon  their  rear  all  the  next  day,  having  deter- 
mined to  forbear  any  closn  engagement  till  they  came  to 
the  British  Frith,  or  Straits  of  CsJais,  where  the  lord  Sey- 
mour expected  their  arrival.  "  But  so  far  was  this  Invin. 
"  cible  Armada  from'  alanning  the  sea-coastB,"  says  Cam- 
den, "  that  the  English  gentry  of  the  younger  sort  entered 
"  themselvesvcJunteeTB,  and,  leaving  their  friends  and  iami- 
*'  lies,  did  with  incredible  che«^lness  hire  ships  at  thdr 
"  own  charge,  and  in  pure  love  to  their  country  jtwied  the 
"  grand  fleet  in  vast  numbers.^  And  here  Camden  name! 
those  nobles,  and  some  of  those  gentlemen,  with  Ralegh 
among  'them,  which  composed  the  squadron  before  men- 
QcHied,  as  if  it  entered  but  now  from  Dover,  or  some  of 
those  ports :  not  that  he  confines  their  entrance  to  this  d^,- 
otherwise  Uian  naming  them  under  it,  or  any  other  way 
suggests  they  did  not  jinn  the  grand  fleet  three  days  be- 
{ore;  but  seems,  by  rem«nbering  them  in  this  place,  to  have 
believed,  they  were  most  ctffispicuous  or  in  greatest  number 
at  this  time,  imless  he  postponed  the  mention  of  them  to  • 
day,  that  was  least  thronged  with  circumstances  *^  actioii. 
Indeed,  that  this  noble  squadron  of  volunteers  was  umted 
to  the  queen's  navy,  when  such  valiant  services  were  per- 
formed against  the  Spaniards  in  the  great  flght  before  Ca- 
lais, another  writer  also,  greatly  to  their  commendatMMif 
agrees ;  but  neither  is  he  so  expressive  as  to  satisfy  us  it  waa 
the  first  appearance  they  made,  and  that  they  were  not  be- 
fore at  Portland.  For,  having  mentioDcd  the  earls  of  Cum- 
berland, Northumberland,  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinc- 
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lion,  who,  without  any  (iliai-ge  or  knowledge  uf  the  queen, 
joined  the  fleet  before  Calais,  and  ventured  their  lives  inthe 
said  engagement ;  he  goes  on  to  obacrve,  how  earnest  all 
ranks  and  degrees  were,  by  instancing  also,  "  that  the  earl 
"  of  Oxford,  one  of  the  most  ancient  nobles  in  this  land, 
"  went  to  sea  and  served  the  tjueen  among  them,  as  did 

n  «  Hobert  Cecil,  lord  Dudley,  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  a 
"  gentleman  of  the  queen's  privy-chamber,"  says  he,  '*  and 

"■ "  in  his  company  a  great  number  of  young  gentlemen, 
"  among  whom  were  William  Cecil,  Edward  Darcy,  and 
"  Arthur  Gorge*;"  the  same  persons  mentioned  with 
others  by  Camden,  and  also  in  larger  number  by  the  Dutch 
historian  above  quoted,  three  days  liefore.  "  With  the  re- 
"  cital  of  whom,  I  only  shew  vou,"  (continues  my  last  au- 
thor, the  letter- writer,)  "  how  far  we  have  been  deceived  to 
"  think,  that  we  should  have  bad  a  party  here  for  us,  when, 
"  as  you  behold,  both  by  land  and  sea,  all  sorts  of  men  were 
"  so  ready,  at  their  own  charges,  without  rather  command- 
"  ment  or  entertainment,  to  adventure  also  their  lives  in  de- 
"  fence  of  the  queen  and  the  realm  ^J"  From  hence  it  ai>- 
peara,  this  stiuadrun  must  have  also  been  at  the  final  over- 
throw of  the  Spanish  armada,  which  on  the  S7th  of  July 
in  the  evening  anchored  before  Calais,  intending  to  hold  on 
for  Dunkirk  in  expectation  of  the  prince  of  Parma,  who 
was  always  preparing,  but  never  ready ;  and,  the  English 
following,  anchored  also  within  culverin  shot  of  them. 
Here  the  lord  Seymour  joined  the  English  ;  and  then  the 
lord  admiral's  fleet  was  increased  to  a  hundred  and  forty 
sail,  says  Camden  ;  wherein  he  liotb  exactly  agrees  with  the 
augmentation  thereof  at  Portland  by  these  volunteers,  as  we 
have  it  from  the  Dutch  historian  there  quoted ;  and  alw 
exchides  all  intermediate  addition,  of  ships  at  least,  by  the 
number  himself  has  tiefore  ^ven  us  of  the  lord  Seymour's 
squadron.  Next  day  tlie  English  resolved,  according  to 
the  queen's  directions,  upon  the  stratagem  of  the  flre-sbips 
to  burn  or  disperse  the  Spanish  navy ;  and  the  same  was 
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put  in  practioe  at  or  soon  after  midnight  so  successfully, 
that  the  enemy,  cutting  their  cables  with  the  utmost  horror 
and  precipitancy,  were  some  scattered  by  the  wind,  some 
fell  foul  of  each  other,  and  others  struck  upon  the  sands ; 
the  English  chasing  and  thundering  upon  them  from  all 
quarters :  then  was  a  great  galleass  taken  by  captain  Preston, 
its  commander  Moncada  slain,  and  a  booty  of  near  as  much 
gold  fdl  to  the  conquerors  as  was  taken  in  another  before 
mentioned  ^.  On  the  S9th  of  July  the  Spaniards  ranged  At  the  fina 
themselves  into  the  best  order  they  could  within  si^t  of  ^f^^^^'J[*^ 
Graveling;  hither  the  English  fleet  also  pursued  them,  and^inci^i® 
here  the  Spaniards  received  their  last  fatal  adieu,  by  inces- 
sant and  numberless  damages  from  the  English  cannon  the 
greatest  part  of  the  day,  till  their  galleons,  galleasses,  galleys, 
ureas,  and  zabras  were  so  miserably  shattered,  having 
th^  hulls  pierced  through  and  through,  their  oars  and 
rudders  cut  away,  their  tackling  all  rent,  and  their  masts 
broken,  that  some  were  deserted  as  unserviceable,  some 
sunk  with  the  crew  that  was  in  them,  and  others  retiring 
upon  the  neighbouring  coasts  were  seized  and  plundered 
by  the  inhabitants:  while  those  that  had  the  ability  left 
them,  most  prudently  employed  it  in  running  away.  The 
English  still  followed  them  into  the  northern  seas,  even  be- 
yond the  latitude  of  fifty-seven  degrees,  and,  leaving  them 
past  all  thoughts  of  the  prince  of  Parma,  returned  on  the 
4th  of  August ;  when  the  violent  storms  that  arose  resumed 
their  cause,  and  completed  their  victory :  for,  by  the  tem- 
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'  *'  It  was  affirmed  by  meo  of 
great  judgmeot  in  Calais,  that 
oerer  was  seen  by  nay  roan  lining 
such  a  battery ;  so  great  for  Dum- 
ber, ao  liirious,  and  of  so  long  con- 
tinuaorc,  as  the  English  made 
against  the  Spanish.  Calais  saw 
the  Spanish  navy  first  dri%'en  from 
tbdr  anchors  with  fire;  they  saw 
the  greatest  galleasA  of  the  Spanish, 
whereof  was  commander  that  wor- 
thy nobleman  Moncada,  spoiled, 
and  himself  slain  in  it  by  Uie 
Elngliah  :  Calais  saw  the  neit  day, 
that  the  English  fonght  and  beat 
the  armada  from  eig^t  o'clock  in 


**  the  morning  till  four  in  the  after- 
**  noon  without  ceasing  :  Calais  saw 
**  the  Spaoiiib  hoist  np  all  their  sails 
<'  and  fly  as  fast  as  the  wind  coaM 
**  drive,  and  the  English  pursue  them : 
**  yet  Calais  saw  a  sufficient  navy  of 
**  England  left  before  Dunkirk,  able 
**  to  master  all  tlie  shipping  that  the 
<<  duke  of  Parma  had  provided.** 
Thus  in  a  scarce  old  tract  in  the  Har- 
leian  library,  B.  H.  called,  A  Pack 
of  Spanish  Lies,  first  printed  in 
Spain,  translated,  and  now  ripped 
up,  unfolded,  and  condemned,  4to. 
1588.  p.  6. 
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pests,  shipwrecks,  sickness,  and  famine  in  their  dnngemus 
passage  homewards,  tlicy  sustained  greater  losses  tlian  even 
sll  they  had  met  with  throughout  the  narrow  seas.  For 
the  particulars  of  those  losses  we  shall  refer  to  the  distinct 
and  more  copious  narratives  of  this  invasion '',  and  close  ihi» 
account  with  the  summary  thereof,  which  was  soon  after 
published  to  the  world  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  himself' ; 
where,  giving  the  honoitr  of  the  \ictory  to  the  courage  and 
conduct  of  the  lord  admiral  Howard,  he  says,  thai  "  not- 
"  withstanding  the  victories  they  pretended  to  have  ob- 
"  tained,  it  was  soon  manifested  to  all  nations,  how  the  navy, 


*  At  the  cud  of  au  old  pxniplilvt 
before  quoted,  culled,  LVruic  Ad- 
Tart'iHemcnls  out  of  Ireland,  couceru- 
lug  the  Iioaaes  and  niatrmei  of 
tte  SpaDith  Nirv,  thereisotir  Usl  of 
fifteen  Spniiish  iliips  wLirh  prrislicd, 
or  were  taken  by  liii.-  Eugliah  io  July 
■Dd  Aufiuat,  iu  tbe  oarrau'  eeu  ;  and 
anoclier  list  of  sevcalcea  more,  suuk, 
biirui,  and  taken  ou  ihe  coasts  of 
IrelaDil  ia  .September  ;  so  Ibat  both 
loiusweretbirty-tivoibipi :  iavbich 
were  alw  defrayed  and  taken  loiSj 
men,  wliereof  one  UiouHnd  were  de- 
tained pri  so  tiers  in  Eugland  and  Zea- 
land ;  further  adding,  there  were 
multitudes  besides  alain,  auuk,  or 
Btarved.  who  were  dqI  accouDti'd  for. 
Iniomuch  as  Van  MetcniD  in  Hak- 
Inyt  more  distinctly  computes,  with 
wbom,  I  observe,  niont  of  our  hiMo- 
riani  agree,  tliere  returned  not  home 
■bot-e  6fty'thrce  Mil.  leaving  also 
Imhind  the  grenter  and  better  part  of 
their  nieu  ;  aud,  ■»  tbey  all  conclude, 
"  There  was  not  a  famous  or  worthy 
'■  family  in  all  Spnin,  wbleh  in  thia 
"  eipedition  lout  not  a  ma,  a  brother, 

Among  the   Eiigliah,   then  were 

eugnfetnent  abore  one  hundred'losl, 
and  amonir  them  only  one  cnptain, 
namcrl  Lock  by  Camden.  Pullcr.inhis 
M  i>ri!iii'<  ,'f  lievon,  Uinentc  migbtily 
ilipii  lie  f^iniiot  recover  hi>  Chriatinn 
nnniei  but  peiimp*  Hakluyt,  vol.'.l. 
fol.  7;i.  might  hare  helped  him  to 
it.  Ilowpver,  iIh>  CotlODiall  MS. 
quoted  liy  Mr.  L.nlianl.  fol.  iijA.  piita 


ing  him  William  Cope,  and  hit  pin- 
nace the  Delight ;  which  William 
Lope  is  more  likely  to  be  WUlUn 
Cox,  who  did  command  anrh  artaiel 
of  lifly  Inu,  called  the  l>cligbl,iu  the 
Raid  fleet,  according  to  Ilie  lint  whidi 
this  ingeuioua  gentleman  himself  bat 
exhibited;  unless  Camden's  Cock  ii 
this  Co>,  and  so  bis  name  mar  be 
Witlinm;  though  it  will  then  direr 
from  the  pemou  offered  oat  of  Hak- 
liiyt,  who  is  named  Abraham.  But. 
ns  the  |H;rK)n  of  Ihii^  Christian  name 
is  Ibcrc  only  nieulioned  in  a  former 
expedilliiD,  tituoghbiiisiimiuneagrce* 
best  with  the  person  who  was  lost  in 
tbia,  it  is  left  to  the  readcr'a  Judg- 
menl,*bether  he  will  preferlhis  Abra- 
ham Cuek,  or  that  William  Coi,  b> 
tbe  boiionrablo  memory  that  captain 
Coek  in  CaffldcD  deserves  ft>r  dying 
ill  defence  of  hii  country. 

•  Iu  his  Report  uf  tbe  truth  of  the 
fight  about  aw  isles  of  tlie  .tinm, 
Sic.  hereafter  more  particnlarly  men- 
tioned, repriuted  in  Hakluytiton-i. 
fol.  169.  Here  I  eatinol  but  wonder, 
hinr  the  industrioiia  Mr.Mrnw  <*" 
led  to  say  iu  his  Annali,  voV.l.  Kd. 
S.IO.  thai  this  brief  reUlian  abore 
quat(<d  of  the  Spanish  iuvasioa  wa« 
penned  by  air  Fmneia  Drske,  of 
wboae  writings  I  noreraair  any  tbiug 
in  print  or  MS.  but  mme  letters  t 
though  lie  quotes  even  llie  very  page 
iu  Hakhiyt,  wlicnre  he  takes  il,  aa  I 
do  1  and  wher*  Ihi^  said  Repori,  in 
which  that  relatinu  is  included.  i> 
erpreaslv  aaid  lo  he  penned  by  tlv 
l:n.mufai.le  sir  Walter  Rali    ' 
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which  they  had  termed  invincibley  consisting  of  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  sul,  was  by  thirty  of  the  queen^s  shipci  of 
war,  and  a  few  merchant-men,  beaten  and  shuffled  toge- 
ther, even  from  the  Lizard-Point  in  Cornwall  to  Port- 
land, where  they  shamefully  left  don  Pedro  de  Valdes 
^^  with  his  mighty  ship;  from  Portland  to  Calais,  where 
*^  they  lost  Hugo  de  Moncada,'with  the  galleys  of  which  he, 
*^  was  captain ;  and  from  Calais,  driven  with  squibs  from 
'^  their  anchors,  were  chased  out  of  the  sight  of  England 
^^  round  about  Scotland  and  Ireland ;  where,  for  the  sym- 
pathy of  their  barbarous  religion,  hoping  to  find  succour 
and  assistance,  a  great  part  of  them  were  crushed  against 
^^  the  rocks ;  and  those  other  who  landed  (being  very  many* 
"  in  number)  were  notwithstanding  broken,  slain,  and  taken, 
^^  and  so  sent  from  viUage  to  village,  coupled  in  halters,  to 
^^  be  shipped  into  England ;  where  her  majesty,  of  her 
princely  and  invincible  disposition,  disdaining  to  put  them 
to  death,  and  scorning  either  to  retain  or  entertain  them, 
^^  they  were  all  sent  back  again  to  their  own  country,  to 
"  witness  and  recount  the  worthy  achievements  of  their 
"  invincible  navy."" 

The  services  of  «r  Walter  Ralegh  against  this  invasion, 
his  diligence  in  reguladng  the  forces  of  the  land,  and  his  in- 
terest in  strengthening  those  of  the  sea ;  the  charges  he  was 
at^  and  the  dangers  he  voluntarily  incurred,  however  un- 
distinguished more  than  is  above  expressed  by  our  common 
historians,  and  those  few  inaccurate  accounts  thereof  which 
are  descended  to  us ;  were  yet  received  with  such  approba- 
tion by  the  queen,  that  she  seems,  as  some  recompense  for 
them,  to  have  this  year  made  a  considerable  augmentation  Aug^mento. 
to  his  patent  of  wines ;  as  if  he  had,  besides  the  grant  be-^^j^^^^ 
fore  mentioned,  another  now  also  bestowed  upon  him  for 
tonnage  and  poundage  upon  those  liquors  f,  except  it  is  the 
same  patent  with  the  former,  only  renewed  this  year,  or 

f'  In  nr  Robert  Cecirs  list  of  the  is  mentioned  to  bear  date,  30^.  re* 

patentees  and  their  patents,  which  he  ginae.     See  Heywood  Townthend's 

produced  in  the  hoose  of  commons.  Historical  Collections  of  the  four  laaft 

anno  i6oiy  rir  Walter  Ralegh's  for  Parliaments  of  Qn^en  EUsabetfa^fot 

the  tonnage  and  poundage  OKf  wines  1680.  p.  944. 
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wrong  dated  in  the  author  who  mentions  it.  Be  it  as  it 
should,  this  patent  Bcems  to  have  been  one  of  the  mott  be< 
oeficial  favours  which  Ralegh  ever  received  of  the  queen. 
.  and  nilglil  perhaps  exceed  in  pro6t  the  ])eiision  which  tbe 
•ettled  on  tlic  lord  admiral  himself,  for  his  conduct  ond 
courage  in  the  said  overthrow.  Tins  beneGt  Ralegh  en- 
joyed as  long  as  she  lived  ;  though,  towards  the  close  of  her 
r^gn,  the  number  of  such  like  grants  to  others  being  very 
much  increased,  they  were  inveighed  against  in  parliameui 
as  grievous  and  burdensome  monopolies,  by  those  especially, 
who  had  not  the  merit  or  interest  to  procure  any  for  them- 
selves. Sir  Robert  Naunton  tells  us,  in  his  conclusion  of 
Ralegh's  character,  with  relation  to  the  grants  he  thus  ob- 
tained, "  that  though  he  gained  much  at  the  court,  yet 
"  he  took  it  not  out  of  the  exchequer,  or  merely  out  of  the 
**  queen's  purse,  but  by  his  wit,  and  the  help  of  the  prero 
♦'  gative :  for  the  queen  was  never  profuse  in  delivering  out 
*'  her  treasures ;  but  paid  many,  and  most  of  her  servants, 
**  part  in  money  and  tlie  rest  with  grace  S."  We  meet  with 
anodier  office,  which  Halegh  himself  erected,  no  less  praise- 
worthy than  this  was  profitable  to  him.  For  one  writer,  in 
the  short  account  he  gives  of  him,  having  spoken  of  the  di- 
vision he  made  of  his  time,  in  allowing  five  hours  to  sleep, 
four  to  reading,  two  for  discourse,  and  the  rest  to  business 
and  other  necessaries ;  and  having  hinted  at  the  diveruly  of 
bia  correspondencies,  intelhgcnee,  and  the  Uke,  saj's,  that 
*'  in  the  capacity  of  an  agency  for  aU  sorts  of  persons,  he 
o«of*'  set  up  a  kind  oi  office  qfaddrets.""  And  further,  "  that 
*'  considering  the  despatch  of  such  variety  of  engagements 
"  in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  one  must  be  much  to  seek 
"  how  a  man  of  so  many  actions  should  write  any  thing, 
"  and  one  of  so  many  writings  should  do  any  thing  i"."  By 
another  little  hint  that  has  been  elsewhere  preserved,  we 
may  conceive  this  office  did  chiefly  respect  a  more  liberal  in- 
tercourse, a  nobler  mutuality  of  advertisement,  than  would 

•  Fragmenta  Rrg-ilia,  p.  2^ 

*  See  ObKervatioDS  an  tlie  SUIe*-      M,  A.  Bro.  i66s.  j 
men  uid  Fkronritca  of  Eogland  sidcd 
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pctfa^Machnitcf  allBoitsttf  pemoB;  nod  Buch  as  ■dTsnccd 
nther  to  the  improrement  of  men  themselves,  than  th^ 
means.  But  this  suggesticm  b  drawn  only  from  compftiing 
it  with  the  general  tendeoi^.of  those  other  Echemes,  among 
whidi  I  oace  saw  it  mentioned,  in  a  letter  writteo  by  an  in- 
genious person  of  great  note  for  his  writings  to  a  nobleman, 
who  had  the  greateat  correspondence  with  such  persons  at 
any  in  his  time ;  recommending  "  that  long  dried  finite 
"  tain  of  communication,  whidi  MootoigDe  first  proposed, 
"  air  Walter  Ralegh  put  in  practice,  and  Mr.  Hartlib  et^ 
"  deavoiired  to  reviTs  ■."     Tina  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  of 


■TtO*  letter,  wi 


about  d«TCD  jttn  dnoe,  mt  which 
tSiB«  1  mide  tta  aztnct  atrare  ont  of 
iL  Aod,  u  I  tare  owt  wltb  the  pro- 
jects of  tboseoilKr  per 


■  light 

MiUr 


"  and  accompliihineDt  of  human 
"  Bcwdttt  {"  (be  recital  of  U« 
BUf  pRilnbly  reflect  ■  further  lig 
ipta  the  Datnn  of  bii,  *nS  pa 

r'dun  the  pobltc  ipirit  of 
e>  or  other  for  bridstDj  to  perfec- 
tioo  the  Imponaut  aad  exteanre  be- 
nefit*, wbidi  are  w  m»nf  way>  to  be 

B>d  dokable  iatertoniM.  Mod- 
talfDe"!  prc^eet,  (or  hia  father'i,)  vaa 
ibr  harinf  an  oSce  of  lDq(rir]i  la  se- 
Teral  town*,  for  erery  body  to  re- 
gttter  iriiat  0>ey  <rere  In  search  or 
wart  of,  with  midr  terma,  it  is  sup- 
posed, fbr  obtainiog  IL  Car  A  tout 
ewtfK,  aaji  he,  il  jr  a  da  eonMitiu 


ifrmtr'  aUaiAe,  taimnt  let  hemniri 
t»  ertr*me  ntttmUi.  ■■  There  are," 
aBfi  he, "  crennore  cooditiOD*,  wUcb 
"  are  hnnttog  after  one  another  t  tui 
"  for  want  irf  bearing  one  another's 
"  occasions,  leare  men  in  rery  great 
"  neoeadty."  Then  firing  an  in- 
stance of  "  those  two  excellent  scho- 
"  Ian,  LUius  Giraldus  in  Italy,  and 
"  Sebastian  CaslalBo  in  Ceiinaoy, 
"  who  died  ao  poor  tbey  had  scarce 


"  bread  to  eat;  bebeUem  tboosaoda 
"  would  have  retained  or  rdiered 
"  them,  bad  they  known  tbdr  wanta. 
"  For  the  worid  is  not  ao  generally 
"  cornipted,  bat  that  I  knesraman, 
oniiaMa  be,  "  who  wtadd  heartily 
"  widi  Ibe  eslMe  bis  aoceslon  bad 
"  Mt  Um,  might  be  employed  in  ae- 
"  curing  rare  and  remarkable  per- 
"  sons  of  aoy  kind,  from  those  mis- 
"  fortanei  which  sometimes  pcrae- 
"  cute  tbem  to  Ibe  last  eilremlty." 
See  his  Essays, lib.  i,  cap,  34.  The 
other  ROtice  of  this  most  naefiil 
scheme,  (since  I  have  not  at  present 
Mr.  Harflib's  own  acc(nmt,J  1  shall 
beie  offer  in  sir  William  Pete's  in- 
geniODs  representotion  of  it,  direct- 
ed many  yeaia  mnce  to  the  aud  last 
projector  himself.  "  We  must  re- 
"  commcad,"  aayi  he,  "  an  offlce  of 
"  adtreea,  according  to  the  pnjec- 
"  tioD  of  Mr.  Hartlib,  that  painful 
"  and  great  instrument  of  this  de- 
"  sign  I  wber^y  the  wantt  and  dc- 
"  ures  of  alt  may  be  made  known  ta 
"  all.  Wliere  men  may  know  wbat 
'*  is  already  done  io  the  bunnes*  of 
"learning;  wluit  is  at  present  In 
■*  doing,  and  what  is  intended  to  be 
"  done ;  to  the  end,  that  by  ncfa  a 
'■  general  communicalion  of  dedgOa 
*■  and  mutnal  assistance,  the  wit* 
"  and  endesTDura  of  the  world  nay 
"  DO  longer  be  as  »  rainy  scattered 
"  coals,  which,  for  want  of  union, 
"  are  soon  quenched  ;  whereas  bdng 
"  but  laid  together,  ttiey  wonU  hate 
"  yielded  a  comfortable  Ught  aod 
'■  heat.  For,  metiiinks,  the  present 
"  coudition  of  men  1(  like  a  field, 
l!2 
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thJB  office  of  addreaa :  but  whatever  useful  tneaos  of  lhi» 
nature,  for  advancing  the  knowledge  or  interest  of  mankiiKl, 
was  instituted  by  Ualegh,  it  was  probably  id  some  less  ac- 
tive part  of  his  life,  than  at  this  present  juncture. 

For  (ton  Antonio,  king  of  Portugal,  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  his  dominions  by  king  Philip,  and  was  now  in 
London,  soon  after  the  signal  overthrow  of  the  armada 
afores^d,  took  this  opportunity  to  renew  his  motion  to 
queen  Elizabeth  for  her  assistance  towards  his  restoration, 
which  he  propounded  to  the  lord  treasurer  in  a  letter  full  of 
liberal  offers,  written  in  the  Portuguese  language,  all  with 
his  own  hand  ^.  The  queen  not  only  consented  to  die  en- 
terprise, as  thinking  it  more  convenient  to  return  the  late 
visit  of  the  Spaniards  in  their  own  country,  than  suffer  them 
to  repeat  it  here,  but  lent  six  of  her  men  of  war,  and  di^ 
bursed  threescore  thousand  pounds  towards  defraying  the 
charges  thereof.  This  encouragement,  and  the  late  provo- 
cation, so  spirited  up  the  warlike  men  of  the  kingdom,  and 
Ralegh  among  the  rest,  to  become  volunteers  therein,  tliat 
they  augmented  the  number  of  the  s^d  ships  with  n  hun- 
dred and  twenty  siuj  more,  and  manned  thcni  with  fourteen 
or  fifteen  thousand  soldiers  and  sailors  at  their  own  further 
expense,  committing  the  charge  by  sea  to  sir  Francis  Drake, 


■■  where,  *  battle  baring  been  \ur\j 
"  fbiigfat,  va  see  msDy  legs,  vrma, 
"  aod  organs  or  sense,  I^ini;  hEre 
"  and  there,  whirh,  lor  want  oit  con- 
"  jntactioa,  anil  ■  soul  lo  qalckcn 
"  and  cnlivcu  them ,  are  fit  for  no- 
"  thing  but  In  bxi  the  rareui  and 
"infect  the  air:  so  ve  see  maay 
"  vrita  and  iageauitii»  diapcned  up 
"  anddoirn  the  world,  whcreufMine 
"  are  now  labouriog  to  do  vbat  is 
"  already  doDC ;  and  puulliig  them- 
'<  aclve*  lo  leiovent  what  is  alrradr 
"  iuvcnted:  olliers  ire  see  quite  iturk 
"  hit  in  difBeulties  lot  waul  of  a 
**  few  dlreclionii,  which  some  oilier 
"  mnn,  miffat  he  be  met  withat,  both 
"  could  and  would  most  tua\f  give 
"  bim.  Again,  one  man  wants  b 
"  small  sum  of  money  to  carry  on 
'*  aoDie  design  that  requires  it ;  and 


"  there  is  perhaps  aaolber,  who  has 
*'  twice  BE  much  ready  to  beatow 
"  upon  the  same  design ;  bnt  ibne 
"  two,  hsring  no  means  evec  to  bear 
"  the  one  of  the  olber,  the  good 
"  work,  iuteaded  and  deured  by  both 
"  parties,  does  ulterijr  peririi  and 
"  come  lo  nothing.  But  (his  we 
"passoTerslightly,  though  very  fiiB- 
"  damental  to  our  buaineas ;  becsoic 
"  the  master- builder  IbereoT  hiaiself 
"  bas  done  il  so  solidly."  llus  in  ■ 
pamphlet,  ealicled.  The  Advice  of 
W.  P.  to  Mr.  Hartlib,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  gome  particnlar  parts 
of  learning.  4lo.  .64S.  p.  I.  I. 

*  See  *  translation  of  don  Anto- 
nio's   teller  to   the   lord 
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and  that  b;  land  to  lir  John  Norris,  who  were  probably  the 
moet  connderable  contributors  thereto. 

But  first  Bal^;^  took  cai«  for  the  relief  of  his  plantaUon 
in  Vir^nia,  which  that  he  might  more  effectuallj  secure 
than  could  be  expected  from  his  own  single  asastance,  espe- 
cially after  the  many  heavy  disbursements  he  had  made, 
and  the  great  disappointment  the  colony  must  doubtless 
have  recraved  by  misang  of  the  last  aupjJies  he  sent  them, 
through  the  loGses  which  bis  agents  too  rashly  brought 
thereon ;  he  made  ait  asngnment  to  divers  gentlemen  and 
merchants  of  Londoii,  for  continuing  the  plantation  of  this 
new  discovered  country  with  Englishmen.  And  thb  Was 
now  no  less  advisedly  done  with  regard  to  himself,  than 
afiectioiiately  with  respect  to  the  people  employed  theron : 
whom,  though  he  generously  assisted  with  his  advice  and 
interest  in  some  future  prosecutions  of  this  undertaking; 
yet  these  proving  improsperous,  through  the  oblique  courses 
they  took  at  first  setting  out  upon  this  new  foundation,  Uke 
that  in  which  they  lately  failed ;  it  was  twenty  years  from 
this  time '  before  even  a  whole  company  could  make  a  more 
successful  and  advanced  progress  in  this  settlement,  than  mr 
Walter  Baleghof  himself  alone  had  done;  it  having  cost  him, 
as  we  are  assured  by  one  who  should  best  know,  no  less  than 
40,0007"'.  The  jurticulars  of  that  assignment  we  may  hji  Miign- 
gather  from  an  "  indenture  made  the  7th  of  March,  81 "»"» '" 
"  Eliz.  between  sir  Walter  Ralegh  of  Coliton  in  Devon- the  phwta- 

lioDOfVir. 

■  See    a  pamphlet,  called.  Nova  li^ima'a    tracb,  called,   Virgo   Trt- 

Britaoma:  or  Ibe  fraits  of  planling  umpLaus,  &c.  with  the  beneStofnlk- 

io  Virpaia,  4I0.  i6oq.  and  farther  of  vorks  there,  betwnii  the  fean  l6ga 

this  couDtiy  ia  HaUayt's  Virginia,  nod  165S.  Nath.  Shrigley'a  Relation 

richlf  valued,  &c.  printed  the  satoe  of  Vir^nia,  &c.  1669.     The  Dutcta 

jfear.  Alao,  A  tnieDcclantioa  of  the  usnrpatioDs  io  Virgiaia,  in  Edward 

•tate  dT  the  colony  ia  VirginiH,  by  the  Cliffc'B  Brev.  of  Holland 'edeliTeraaoe 

couiicili>fVirgiDia,4to.  i6io.Smith'B  by ,  aod  ingradtnde  to  the  crown  of 

Description  of  Virpoia,Oxfbrd,4to.  Eoglaod,  &c.  4^0.   iSej.  p.  40,  ftc 

161 2.  And  the  New  Life  of  Virginia,  And  some  of  these,  or  their  eitracli, 

declaring  the  former  locceuand  pre-  in  Purchoa,  Dr.  Harris,  and5)r.  Hej- 

•ent  eatate  of  that  plantation,  4I0,  tin's  Gtsmography. 

the  aame  rear.    Lavs  for  the  colony  "  See  a  brief  relation  of  sir  Wal- 

o(  Virginia,  4ta.  the  same  year.   Ac-  t«r  Ralegh's  troubles,  Ac.  p.  10.  a 

tooQt  of  the  msssacra  in  Vu^nia,  acarce  pamphlet,  of  fuither  ns«  in  tU* 

about  iGii.  Bolloek'aDeacriptioii  of  worii. 
Virginia,   4ID.  1649.    Edward  Wil- 
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"  ahirc,  as  he  is  therein  dtstioguished,  chief  governor  of  Vir 


•gin 


I,  and  Thomas  Smith,  with  other  merchants  of  Lod- 


'*  don,  and  adventurers  to  Virginia,  and  John  White,  and 
**  otiier  gentlemen ;  reciting,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  (by 
*'  her  majesty's  letters  patents  before  meDtioned)had  granted, 
*•  on  the  seventh  of  January  1S87,  to  Juhn  White  and  the 
"  rest,  free  liberty  to  carry  into  Virginia,  and  inhabit  there, 
'*  Buch  of  her  majesty's  subjects  as  ehould  willingly  aceom- 
^  pany  them.  And  that  the  said  Thomas  Smith  and  others 
**  the  said  adventurers,  purposing  lo  be  made  free  of  the 
'*  corporation  and  company  late  constituted  hy  sir  Walter 
^  "  in  the  city  of  Ralegh,  tnteuded  to  be  buill  in  Virginia, 
"  had  adventured  divers  sums  of  money,  merchandises, 
"  shipping,  victual,  and  other  commoditie&,  to  Virginia : 
*'  wherefore  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  this  indenltire,  graols  to 
*'  tlie  said  Thomas  Smith  and  others,  and  to  the  said  John 
**  White  and  the  rest,  their  several  heirs  and  assigns,  free 
*'  trade  and  trafBck  for  all  manner  of  merchandise  to  and 
*'  from  Virginia,  or  any  other  part  of  America,  where  the 
**  said  sir  Walter,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  did,  or  might  claim 
"  any  interest,  title,  or  privilege ;  free  from  all  rents,  cu5- 
'*  toms,  and  other  cliarges,  except  the  fifth  part  of  the  ore 
"  of  gold  and  ulver,  which  he  reserves  to  himself  and  his 
Hii  bounty  "  heirs.  And  farther,  the  said  nr  Walter  Ralegh,  as  well 
pusUoD  o'f  "  ^°'  *"'' '"  ''^P^^l  regard  and  zeal  of  planting  the  Chris- 
■  the  gotpci.  ••  tian  religion,  in  and  among  the  said  barbarous  and  bea~ 
"  then  countries,  and  for  the  advancement  and  preferment 
*'  of  the  same,  and  the  common  ulihty  and  profit  of  the  in- 
"  habitants  therein,  as  also  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
"  said  adventurers  and  other  assistants  in  Virginia,  does 
"  freely  and  hberally  give  them  the  sum  of  one  himdred 
•*  pounds  "." 

Aa  for  the  expedition  before  mentioned,  which  was  set  out 
under  Drake  and  Norris  about  five  weeks  after  the  said  as- 


*  Sec  fliia    usignment  from  tit  pluiliiigoLirpeopl«iuVii^niB,morc 

Waller  RalcRb  (o  liirera  gentlcmca  it  luje  in  the  Brat  edition  of  Hak- 

and  mrrcbanu  of  Loodoa,  for  coo-  htyt*!  Voysgei,  fol.  15S9.  p.  8lj, 
tinuing  tbo  artioa  of  iubabiliag  aud 
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agnment,  that  is  oo  tlie  14ch  of  Ajml  1589)  in  which  don  Acoompa. 
Antonio  was  by  Rakgfa,  among  the  rest,  aooompanied  to  Antonio  in 
PortueaL  we  need  not  here  be  dremnstantial  thereon ;  ^^  ^■^": 

^°  .  gal  cxpedi- 

as  to  the  actioo  at  the  Grnnne,  the  overthrow  of  tion. 


the  Spamaids  at  Puente  de  Burgos,  the  taking  of  Pemche^ 
with  the  castle  of  Cascais,  the  assault  of  Lisbcm,  and  the 
burning  of  YigOy  seeing  our  historians  have  not  distinguished 
what  part  Ralegh  had  therein;  in  which  perhaps  they 
seem  not  so  grateful  to  him  as  he  was  to  his  associates^ : 
but  particalariy  in  not  mentioning  him  at  the  taking  of  that 
great  number  of  easterling  hulks  and  other  ships  laden  with 
Spanish  goods,  provisions,  and  ammunition,  for  a  new  inva- 
sion of  England ;  which  firora  the  8d  of  June  some  or  other 
of  the  adventurers  (none  are  named)  continued  to  bring 
into  the  En^ish  fleet,  then  lying  in  the  road  of  Gascais,  for 
ax  days  together  P.     This  fleet  of  ours  was  but  thinly 
manned  at  first,  and  having  lost  some  thousands  by  sickness 
and  intemperance  with  the  new  wines  of  those  countries, 
hands  could  not  be  spared  to  bring  home  much  above  a 
quarter  of  those  vessels  and  their  lading  that  were  thus 
taken :  for  ar  Roger  Williams,  who  was  a  colonel  in  the 
land-service  of  this  expedition,  has  said  in  a  letter  of  his, 
still  extant,  ^^  It  is  well  known  we  had  above  two  hundred 
*^  sail  of  all  sorts,  of  which  we  could  not  carry  with  us  above 
*^  threescore  for  the  want  of  men.*"     Hence  arose  at  thdr 
return  into  England  a  little  contention  between  WiUiamsHiicontctt 
and  Ralegh ;  for  Ralegh  having  taken  some  of  these  prizes,  ^^^  ^^j. 
Williams  placed  in  one  of  them  his  lieutenant  with  some  of  i**™** 
his  soldiers, "  without  which,''  says  Williams,  **  it  could  not 
"  have  been  carried  into  England :"  wherefore  he  would 
have  laid  daim,  it  seems,  both  to  the  ship  and  its  cargo ; 
**  this  voyage,"  as  he  goes  on,  "  having  cost  him  a  thousand 
'<  pounds,"  as  it  did  several  other  of  the  adventurers  no 
doubt.     But  his  claim  not  being  thought  reasonable,  the 

•SeeRalefl^'iObterrationsontiie  in  Hakloyt,  vol.  s.  fol.  149.    Also 

BmrtDgal   Voyage^    History  of  the  the  Latin  tract,  entitled,  Ephemeris 

Worid,  book  5.  chap.  i.  sec.  9.  EzpedttionisNorresiietDrakiiiiLii- 

r  Sir  AntiionyWIngSeld's  true  IMs-  ntsniam^  4(0. 1589. 
oourae  of  tiie  Portugal  Voyage,  &c. 

l4 
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carl  of  Bath,  lieutenant  of  Devonshire,  discharged  his  men 
from  that  vessel  at  Dartmouth,  Williams,  ai  this,  gtowisg 
very  turbulent,  and  his  clamours  reaching  the  queen''8  ear, 
procured  her  displeasure  ag^nst  him,  which  occaaiooed  his 
md  letter  to  three  of  the  privy-council ;  whence  this  intel- 
Kgence  is  extracted.  From  this  letter  we  farther  collect,  the 
Schicvemeiits  of  the  English  in  this  voyage  so  well  satisfied 
the  queen,  in  the  disablement  of  the  enemy,  especially  as  to 
their  naval  powers,  that  she  honoured  the  commandcTH  or 
F  HMound  chief  adventurers  therein,  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh  among 
I  2'""  *  *"'''  '^^  '^*''  ^^''^  ^  golden  cltiun ;  for  sir  Roger  i>resumed,  the 
esrl  of  Essex,  (his  great  friend,  as  appears  in  tlie  histones 
of  this  expedititm,)  with  the  rest  who  were  in  the  action, 
would  testify,  "  That  I  deserve  a  chtun  as  well  as  my  fel- 
"  lows,"  says  he  4.     As  for  the  coarse  expression  wluch  td- 


1  Copy  of  sir  Roger  Williimi's 
I  kttcr  lo  the  lord  trciisurcr,  the  \orii 
I   •dmiral,  imd  Mr.  >ccretnry  Wilsing- 


le  cmlnde  infof  theorigi- 
'  Ml  letter  which  preserves  the  ilirvc- 
■" — 1  probably  in  »ir  Rogrr's  owd 
1,  B  most  wi'etcltrd  vuc.  vtuch 
J  Jtughl  OCCII3TOD  thf  IrnnKripl ;  nud, 
I    ynbiiblr,  bi 


I,  but  ■ 


DdtlOi  nlx)  the  u 


Calid: 


n  pnjwr  band. 


Under  th<>  letter  ibers 

Ibe  Miwe  LHud  Ihnt  Imuuribed  it, 

rooGnnitig  this  expedition.  Ket  forth 

nt  the  charges  uf  NorrU,  Drake,  Ra- 

legli,  Willmnn,  with  otbcr  gentle- 

~Ma;  and  the  auccm  or  it.  acccirdinii      wl 

-  -O  Uie  parliculara  aborc  mentioucd, 

J  kttA  tlie  public  hiflories  of  this  tiiiir  ; 

■  foidodiD^,   "  Ther  retanied   with 

'  •*  great  victory  nnd  lionour  lo  Ibeir 

**  eoaatfy,  bnt   not  without  heart- 

[   **  burniun    and    jcaloueiei    among 

riOMlves  :   with  the  queen's  di»- 

.  uuare    againut    some,  and   idr 

[  **  Roger  amouit  the  real,  occaiiooed 

''  by  (ome  complaint  roaile  against 

yhim,  in  relnliou  to  one  of  Wiote 

—  hiilki,  whld)  it  b  probahle  he  pluu- 

•■  dercd    of   more  tluin   fell  to   bia 

•*  aharp."     Tlirrc    is    alio    another 

note,  contaiuliig  a  characlcr  of  sir 

Rngrr  Willinms,  out  of   Cnmdeu ; 


flora  whoni,  and  air  Etoget'i  own 
writings,  I  ihall  only  obacrvc,  he  ■■»» 
born  in  Wales  ;  bat  whether  bral  at 
Uiford,  daiibtTul ;  being  Ukcn  young 
by  Uieearlof  Pembroke  for  bis  pngv, 
and  then  went  lo  serrc  iindn  ihc 
priucc  of  Cond£  in  CermaDyi  bat, 
having  ipeut  all  his  crowns  before 
Ibal  iirince  marched  to  France,  nai 
forci-d  to  return  homeward.  At  Br«' 
haul  he  was  engaged  by  JuKao  R«- 
mern  lo  aerrc  in  the  Spanish  unny, 
brfbre  tijcre  was  anr  dupute,  to  his 
knowledge,  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  England.  Aflecwards  lie 
did  good  srrTire  iin-ler  Norrii  ia 
rrieBlaud,iiiiDoij8i,  where  be  ftmgbt 
a  Spnni»Lh  cnptain  id  single  duel; 
which  ended  in  a  sociable  driakiDf- 
bouL  Id  isSbbe  bublly  forced  liie 
ehemj's  ramp  as  far  as  the  prinoe  of 
Pama's  own  tent  befrirc  Venlo,  •nd 
wan  Hint  year  knighted.  He  behaved 
biniaclf  also  hravely  at  Dieppe  in 
France.  1591;  bnt  kt  Noyon  lo»l 
many  Engliah  lirei  through  Us  resh- 
nes*.  He  died  r.i;95  ;  atd,  as  Cam- 
den obiervea,  having  oblaiued  greal 
knowledge  in  the  arts  of  war,  he 
■night  perhaps  be  allowed  notinferioT 
10  the  beat  aoldiert  in  that  age,  coold 
he  hare  put  bounda  to  hia  maruft, 
which  ran  quite  away  with  bis  eon- 
duct  and  discretion.  However,,  aa 
be  goes  on,  for  a  man  of  no  learning 
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lows,  of  "  Bal^[h*8  betying.his  bulk,  as  he  had  done  the 
"  ark  of  Noah,  the  best  ship  that  ever  was,^  though  it  nu^ 
betray  aome  impoliteness  of  manners  and  iinpetuoaty  ot 
dispositioii  in  sir  Roger's  civil  capadty ;  yet  in  the  fidd, 
and  against  an  enemy,  those  rougher  qualities  might  invi- 
gorate his  courage  and  experience,  and  illustrate  the  mili^ 
larj  character  of  the  man. 

In  the  latter  end  of  June  this  year,  and  some  weeks  be- 
fore this  dispute,  the  English  fleet  returned  home ;  but  Ral 
legh  appears  first  to  have  touched  upon  the  coast  of  Irel 
land,  probably  to  make  a  short  vi^t  to  his  s^gntory  there, 
and  see  some  ot  hb  acquaintance  aniong  the  new  settU^ 
ments  in  the  province  of  Munster.  We  may  be  pretty  wdl 
convinbed  that  Ralegh  was  in  Ireland  this  year,  from  his 
own  writings ' ;  and  that  it  was  upon  his  return  from  a  long 
voyage,  out  of  some  verses  hereafrer  following  in  Spenser 
the  poet.  For  here  we  may  observe,  that  while  Ralegh  was 
a  commander  in  the  Irish  wars,  under  the  lord  Grey,  as  we 
have  before  related,  this  £dmund  Spenser,  then  famoiis  for 
those  Pastorals  he  had  newly  published,  going  over  secretaiy 
to  that  nobleman,  had  frequent  opportunities,  by  his  inge- 
nuous conversation,  so  to  make  his  learning  and  other  aocmn- 
plishments  known,  as  engaged  the  friendship  of  our  worthy 
so  substantially  towards  him,  that  none  of  the  great  men  in 


or  educAtioD,  BDd  inenl^  by  d'mt  of 
eipencDCF  to  vrile  luch  >  clear  aud 
Jodicious  history  of  tlte  Low  CoiiDtiy 
wan  aa  be  has  done,  ii  admired  at ; 
>i  alao  bis  hiiTiDg  so  well  niaiiitniued 
the  modern  discipline,  or  Tnsnoer  of 
war,  agsinit  the  aubqualed  admirers 
of  archeiy,  whereof  sir  John  Sinythe 
wrote  in  praise,  4to.  1590.  Sir  WbI- 
ter  Ralegh  has  also  touclied  upon  this 
military  ar^menl  in  the  Iteginning 
of  bia  fifth  book,  sad  elsewhere,  in 
his  History  of  tl.e  World. 

'  Where,  speaking  of  the  long  Uteb 
of  the  patriarcbs,  and  some  of  late 
memory,  he  says,  "  1  myself  knew 
"  the  old  countess  of  IXiniond  of  )n- 
"  cfaeqnin  id  Muiuter,  who  lired  id 
"  Ibe  yvar  1589,  and  many  years 
"  dnce;  who   wai  married  id  Ed- 


"  ward  the  Fonrth's  time,"  and  beld 
"  her  jointure  froin  all  the  earls  of 
"  Desmond  since  then  ;  and  that  tUi 
"  ia  true,  all  the  nobility  and  gcntle- 
"  men  of  MtiDster  could  witneas." 
History  of  the  World,  lih.  t.  cap.g. 
sect.  5.  Of  this  old  lady,  aee  dmk 
ia  lord  Bacon's  History  of  Life  and 
Death,  and  sir  William  Temple's 
Essay  on  Health  and  long  Life,  in  hia 
Miscellaaies,  part  .).  (pahlished  hf 
Joaathaa  Swift,  M.  A.  prebendary 
of  St.  Patrick's,)  8vo,  1701,  p.  IM, 
where,  telling  ns  she  llred  "  ^  in 
"  king  James's  reign,"  it  appear* 
the  must  have  beea  alire  at  the  tliBe 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  writing,  that 
he  knew  ber  ia   IrdaDd  dw   year 
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queen  Elizabeth's  court,  after  the  deaiJb  of  sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney, was  so  great  a  patron  to  that  exlraortlinary  genius  as 

■  rir  Walter  Ralegh.  Indeed  the  queen  herself,  in  r^ard 
that  Spenser  employed  his  time  so  comniendablj  in  Ireland, 
B  afierwarda  more  publicly  appeared,  in  the  excellent  Po- 
litical View  he  made  of  that  kingdom,  gave  him  a  consider- 
able tract  of  land  out  of  earl  Desmond's  capacious  forfeitures, 
amounting,  at  the  lowest  computation  that  has  been  made, 
to  three  thousand  acres  of  ground,  lying  in  the  county  of 
Cork ;  the  preservation  and  improvement  whereof  engaged 
Spenser  to  settle  there ;  and  a  pleasant  seat  he  had,  at  KU- 
colman,  near  the  river  Mulla,  which  ran  through  his 
grounds,  and  which  he  has  so  beautifidly  described  in  some 

n-of  his  poems.  Here  it  was  in  this  retirement  that  Hal^h 
now  paid  him  a  visit,  the  circumstances  whereof  Spenser 
himself  has  most  agreeably  celebrated  in  that  poem,  which, 
about  two  years  after  this  Ume,  he  dedicated,  "  To  the 
"  right  worthy  and  noble  knight  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Sm." 
In  this  dedication  he  has  these  words ;  "  I  make  you  pre- 
"  sent  of  this  simple  pastoral,  unworthy  of  your  higher 
"  conceit  for  the  meanness  of  the  style,  but  agreeable  with 
"  the  truth,  in  circumstance  and  matter:  the  which  I  humbly 
"  beseech  you  to  accept  in  part  of  payment  of  the  infi* 
"  nite  debt  in  which  I  acknowledge  myself  bounden  imto 
'*  you  for  your  singular  favours  and  sundry  good  turns 
*'  shewed  me  at  my  last  being  in  England  ;  and  with  your 
"  good  countenance,  protect  ag^nst  the  malice  of  evil 
*'  mouths,  which  are  always  wide  open  to  carp  at,  and  mis- 
"  construe  my  simple  meaning."  In  the  pastoral  itself*,  tlic 
poet  gives  us  this  description  of  Ralegh's  first  accosung  him 
in  the  said  rural  retirement. 

One  day,  quoth  he,  I  sat,  as  was  my  trade. 
Under  the  foot  of  Mole,  that  mountain  hore. 
Keeping  my  sheep  amongst  tlie  cooly  shade 
Of  the  green  alden  by  the  Mulla's  shore ; 


•  EnlitM,  CoIId  Cloul'scofac  bomeogaiii,  (inUiclMtcilitioDof  Spciucr,  i 
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Tbeie  ^  tttmiige  ahepherd  ciiaoc'd  to  find  me  out, 
Wbelber  allored  with  my  ]Npe*8  ddight. 

Whose  pleaamg  sound  yshrilled  far  about. 
Or  thither  led  by  chance,  I  knew  not  right. 

Whom  when  I  aaked  from  what  place  he  came^ 
And  how  he  hight  ?  himself  he  did  ycleep 

The  shq}herd  rfthe  ocean  by  name, 
And  said,  he  came  far  from  the  mun-sea  deep. 

He  sitdog  me  beside  in  that  same  shade, , 
FroToked  me  to  play  some  pleasant  fit ; 

And  wh^  he  heard  the  musick  which  I  made. 
He'  found  himself  full  greatly  pleas*d  at  it : 

Tet  smuEng  my  pipe,  he  took  in  bond 
My  pipe^  before  that  aemuled  of  many. 

And  play*d  thereon,  for  wdl  that  skill  he  con*d ; 
Himself  as  skilfifl  in  that  art  as  any. 

It  further  appears,  they  now  entertained  each  other  with 
some  of  their  poetical  compositions :  Spenser  rehearsed  a 
pretty  tale  he  had  made  of  the  amours  between  some  of  his 
nei^bouring  rivers ;  but  Ralegh^s  muse  ran  upon  a  mcnre 
melancholy  strain,  which,  by  the  transient  view  it  gives  of 
some  Ettle  cloud  he  had  lately,  but  undeservedly,  been 
under  at  court,  lets  us  into  a  piece  of  his  secret  history^ 
where  the  poet  tells  ua. 

His  song  was  all  a  lamentable  lay 
Of  great  unkindness  and  of  usage  hard. 

Of  Cynthia  the  lady  of  the  sea. 
Which  from  her  presence,  fiiultless,  him  debarr'd : 

And  ever  and  anon  mth  singults  rifie. 
He  cried  out  to  make  his  undersong. 

Ah!  my  lore's  queen,  and  goddess  of  my  life ! 
Who  shall  me  pity»  when  thou  dost  me  wrong  ? 

But  it  immediately  appears  to  have  been  soon  blown  over 
by  some  pathetical  address  of  Ralegh's  to  the  queen,  whereby 
he  was  at  this  time  rertored  to  her  fsivour,  as  we  Biay  fidfy 
oondude  fircna  these  words ; 


— ■ Right  well  he  sure  did  plain. 

That  could  great  Cynthia's  sore  diapleasure  break. 

And  move  to  take  him  to  her  grace  i^in. 
And  this  is  confirmed  a  little  further,  where,  through 
Ralegh's  afTcction  for  his  welfare,  and  his  regret  to  behold 
so  rare  a  genius  banished  to  a  desert,  and  huried  iii  such  a 
Etate  of  obscurity,  he  persuades  Spenser  to  go  along  with 
him  into  England,  and  proffers  to  introduce  him  to  the 
queen.  The  poet,  knowing  his  interest,  embraced  his  offer. 
Then  having  given  a  description  of  the  sea,  with  Rolegii's 
great  ship,  suitable  to  the  simplicity  of  the  character  he 
assumes;  and  having  represented  Ralegh's  description  of 
the  flocks  and  herds  uf  that  royal  shepherdess,  which  were 
kept  upon  tliose  watery  hills,  under  the  charge  of  Triton 
and  Proteus,  he  makes  him  further  say  : 

And  I  among  the  rest,  of  many  least. 
Have  in  the  ocean  charge  to  me  assign 'd ; 

Where  I  will  live  or  die  at  her  behcast. 
And  serve  and  honour  her  with  faithful  mind. 

m  He  then  proceeds  to  tlie  progress  of  llieir  voyage,  how 
they  passed  by  the  Isle  of  Lundy,  and  landed  at  Sl  Mi- 
chael's Mount  in  Cornwall ;  so  took  their  journey  to  the 
court,  where  the  ]>oct  having  expatiated  on  the  dazzling 
presence  of  the  queen,  agreeable  to  the  admiration  <^  a 
spectator,  in  his  pastoral  cliaracter,  we  have  this  further 
acknowl  edgment . 

,  The  shepherd  of  the  ocean,  quoth  he, 

'  Utito  the  goddess'  grace  me  first  enhanc'd  : 

And  to  my  oaien  pipe  inclin'd  her  car, 
Tliat  she  thenceforth  therein  'gan  lake  delight, 

And  it  desir'd  at  timely  hours  to  hear ; 
All  were  my  notes  but  rude  and  roughly  dight. 

This  honour  the  poet  further  magnifies,  as  the  more 
wondrous  condescension  in  her  majesty,  in  thai  she  htid  so 
many  more   learned  shepherds  alxtut   her  to  glorify  her 
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name.  Here  be  takes  an  opportunity  to  g^ve  a  character 
of  the  serera)  poeta  and  vita  then  fining  in  her  ooiirt : 
among  the  rest. 

And  there  that  shepherd  of  the  ocean  is, 
Tbat  spends  his  wit  to  love's  consuming  smart; 

Full  sweetly  temper'd  is  that  muse  of  his. 
That  can  impierce  a  prince's  mighiy  heart 

Ab  to  Ralegh^a  poetical  tal«itB,  we  shall  hear  more  of 
them  very  E^jeedily.  In  this  place  we  must  pursue  his  far- 
ther design  of  bringing  Spenser  over  into  England,  which 
was  to  make  him  oblige  the  public  with  what  he  had  hi- 
therto finiahed  of  his  cafutal  work,  called  the  Fairy  Queen. 
For  though  Spenser  had  begun  this  grand  poem  through 
the  encouragement  of  fdr  Philip  Sidney,  before  he  went 
over  into  Ireland ;  yet  it  was  there  he  seems  to  have  wnt 
most  of  what  we  have  iii  print ;  and  now,  by  the  encourage- Enemi^tt 
ment  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  that  he  was  brought  to  publish  ^'^'^ 
the  three  first  books  which  he  had  completed  thereof:  it  isFkirj 
certain  he  took  his  advice  in  the  publication  of  them,  and^"*"' 
particuWly  in  drawing  up  a  plan  to  exf^n  or  discover  the 
general  intention  and  meaning  of  that  all^;orical  poem. 
This  he  directed  to  his  said  patron,  "  The  right  noble  and 
"  valorous  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  &c/'  in  a  letter  dated  the 
33d  of  January  this  year  1S89 ;  concluding  with  "  an 
"  humble  request  for  the  continuance  of  his  honourable  fa- 
"  vours,  and  wishes  for  the  eternal  establishment  of  his 
"  happness.^  This  letter  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  said 
first  three  books  of  that  poem,  which  were  published  at 
London  the  ensuing  year.  Among  the  commendatory  verses 
thereto  also  subjoined,  the  first  two  copies  are  both  said  to 
be  written  by  sr  Walter  Ralegii,  and  not  without  great 
probatnlity,  b^ng  subscribed  with  the  initial  letters  of  fail 
name.  The  first  of  these  cojnes,  written  in  alternate  verse, 
is  highly  poetical ;  for  our  author,  correspondent  with  the 
virionaiy  manner  of  his  author,  fancying  himself  in  the 
temple  of  the  vestal  virgins,  where  bis  curiosity  led  him  to 
the  tomb  of  laura,  which  waa  guarded  by  Love  and  Virtue, 
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1 

forance      I 
otraKfa 


he  waa  suddenly  attracted  from  thence  by  the  appearance 
of  the  fMry  queen,  at  whose  approach  the  soul  of  Petrareh 
Tept;  sc^ng  those  graces  desert  that  mistress  of  his,  to 
tend  upon  this  royal  lady,  and  oblivion  supply  their  place. 
The  compliment  is  siu^ly  fine,  and  perhaps  the  more  judi- 
ciously expressed,  in  not  being  bounded  more  periodically 
than  il  is,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  our  modern  critics 
in  the  structure  of  versification;  for  being  the  recital  of  one 
solemn  and  surprising  thought,  it  may  engage  our  aiiention 
more  closely  to  the  end  of  the  two  or  three  quadrains  it 
18  comprised  in,  than  if  the  author  had  affected  to  divide  or 
I  bound  the  sense  with  a  full  period  at  the  end  of  every  four 
es.  But  every  reader  may  ea^y  judge  for  himself,  the 
I  poem  being  in  most  editions  of  Spenser,  and  therefore  needs 
I  tut  here  be  redted.  His  other  verses  upon  this  poet  are 
composed  in  a  measure  more  obsolete  to  the  manner  of  our 
age;  but  what  the  queen  herself  imitated,  in  some  poetry 
still  to  be  seen  of  her  writing,  being  in  lines  of  six  and  se- 
ven feet  long ;  and  it  is  no  more  to  be  objected,  that  an  au- 
thor did  not  in  this  particular  apparel  his  mind  to  the  mode 
of  all  ages,  than  his  body.  It  may  be  sufiident  therefore  to 
obsene,  there  is  a  distinguished  conduct  also  in  this  per- 
formance ;  for  the  induction  is  writ  with  great  modesty,  in 
regard  to  himself. 

The  praise  of  meaner  wits,  this  work  like  profit  brings  ; 
As  duth  the  cuckoo's  song  delight,  wlien  Philomela  lings. 

And,  having  advertised  the  )N)ct  that  his  portnuts  are  to 
be  Judged  of  or  improved  by  the  originals  of  those  virtues 
whereof  he  has  composed  his  fictitious  queen,  he  very  dex- 
I  terously  transfers  or  appropriates  them  to  the  real  one  then 
reigning :  so  concludes  with  a  compliment  to  him ;  which 
though  of  a  very  transcendent  and  absolute  nature,  yet  in 
regard  to  the  Uttle  good  English  poetry  then  in  being,  and 
the  great  fame  of  that  poet  still  siir%-iving  among  us,  is  still 
thought  not  more  expresMve  of  ar  Walter  Ralegli's  affec- 
tion, tlian  liis  judgment : 
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Of  me  no  linea  are  Wd,  nor  letters  are  of  price. 

Of  bU  that  speak  the  English  tongue,  bat  those  of  thy  device. 

We  further  observe  among  the  copes  of  verses  inscribed 
by  Spenser  himself,  at  the  end  of  his  said  Fairy  Queen,  to 
the  sereral  miDisten  of  state  aad  noblemen  in  queen  EU- 
Kabeth's  court,  one  to  the  "  noble  and  vaWous  sir  Walter 
"  Ralegh,  &c."  as  he  again  styles  him :  and  this,  because  it 
not  only  informs  us  what  a  favourite  Ral^h  was  at  this  time 
with  the  queen,  but  also  gives  us  occasion  to  dilate  upcn 
his  own  poetical  productions  a  little  more  co^nouslj  than 
q^rtunity  has  before  offered,  I  must  here  entirdy  tepoKL 

To  thee  that  are  the  aummer's  nightingale, 
Th;  aoreraign  gcxldesaes  most  dear  delight, 

Why  do  I  send  this  rustick  madrigal. 
That  may  thy  tuneful  ear  unseason  quite  } 
Thou  only  fit  this  argument  to  write ; 

In  whose  hif^  tboughta  pleasure  hath  built  her  bowre, 
And  dainty  love  learn'd  sweetly  to  indite : 

My  rhimes  I  know  unsav'ry  are  and  sowre. 

To  taste  the  streams,  which,  ULe  a  golden  showre. 
Flow  from  thy  fruitful  head,  of  thy  love's  praise, 

I'ltter  perhaps  to  thunder  martial  stowre. 
When  so  thee  list  thy  lofty  muse  to  raise  : 

Yet  till  that  thou  thy  poem  wilt  make  kuown. 

Let  thy  fiur  Cynthia's  praises  be  thus  rudely  shown. 

Hence  we  learn  sir  Walter  Ralegh  wrote  a  poem,  called 
Cynthia;  that  it  was  in  pruse  of  the  queen,  and  that  it 
was  not  now  published.  Spenser,  in  his  letter  to  Ralegh 
above  dted,  also  mentions  agtun  somethbg  of  this  poem, 
where  he  says,  "  In  that  Fairy  Queen,  I  mean  glory  in  my 
"  general  intention ;  but  in  my  pardcular,  I  concave  the 
"  most  excellent  and  glorious  person  of  our  sovereign  the 
*'  queen,  and  her  kingdom,  in  Fairy-land.  And  yet  in 
"  some  places  else,  I  do  otherwise  shadow  her.  For  con- 
"  aidering  she  beareth  two  persons ;  the  one,  of  a  moat 
"  royal  queen  or  empress ;  the  oth^,  of  a  most  virtuous 
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"  anil  beautiful  lady ;  this  Utter  pan,  in  some  places,  I  do 
"  express  in  Belphoebc,  fashioning  her  name  according  to 
**  your  own  excellent  ci>neeit  uf  Cynthia ;  Phcebe  and  Cyn- 
*<  this  being  both  names  of  Diana."  This  is  all  I  remem- 
ber to  have  met  with  of  that  poem. 

Bui  this  very  year  that  Halegh  was  in  Ireland,  there  waa 
a  book  published  by  a  leoi'ned  and  ingenious  gentleman  ;  in 
ftKhuown  which  others  of  Ralegh's  poems,  and  perha])s  ihat  before 
meniioncd,  are  quoted  with  great  commendation ' ;  as  if 
these  few  little  pieces  had  before  this  time  rendered  liim 
eminent,  and  advanced  his  name  among  the  prime  wits  or 
leading  poets  of  the  age ;  not  that  we  are  sure  they  were 
now  in  common  print,  or  vulgarly  known  to  be  his;  for  the 
Baid  autlior,  speaking  of  the  most  considerable  writers  in 
English  poetry,  says;  "  In  her  majesty's  time  sprung  up 
"  another  company  of  courtly  poets,  who  have  writ  ex- 
**  cellently  well,  if  their  doings  could  be  found  out  and 
*'  made  public  with  the  rest  i  of  which  number  is  Edward 
*'  ear!  of  Uxford,  Thomas  lord  Buckhursi,  when  young, 
*'  Henry  lord  Paget,  sir  Philip  Sidney,  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 


■Tblil 


called,  The  Art  of  Bnplisli  Toesy, 
Bontrired  iotn  tlirec  books:  the  first 
of  po«U  ruid  pttcfy;  the  tccond  of 
nraportioD  ;  tlie  Ihirl  of  ornameat. 
London.  4I0.  1589.  I  nerer  law  but. 
one  of  tliem,  find  this  ii  in  the  cu- 
rkma  library  of  that  worthy  owner 
JuDCa  Weit,  esq.  of  the  Middle 
Teniple.  Iliere  u  a  voodrti  print  of 
tte  queen  before  it ;  and,  tbough  de- 
^■Ud  to  the  lord  Biir^ley,  Ibc 
work    li    Bddrcased  directly  to    the 

S«n.  IVreforc  that  paswge  in 
lint  book,  rap.  16.  where  the 
•ndior  ii  M>  loinriant  upon  the  Epi- 
thaUioies,  or  poetiral  lugnner  of  ce- 
tebratio;  marringet;  aud  tlmt  in  the 
diird  book,  cap.  ].i,  wliere  he  tnakea 
the  imperial  ambasaador,  a  Boheminn 
bom.ao  bluntly  eiprewintheFretieh 
tongue  nrhal  a  gallant  boraewoinaa 
Olr  empren  waa,  will,  among  eomc 
Mbrm,  be  allowed  very  remukable, 
it)  ■  book  so  publicly  and  so  particu- 
larly tendered  to  the  penisal  of  our 
Tirfin-quecn.    Bui   for  the  rrsl,  it 


contaios  many  pretty  olnenatiana. 
euunplcs,  cbariutera,  and  fra^enla 
of  poetry  for  those  times,  uow  no- 
where ebte  to  be  met  trilh  ;  which  if 
•ome  of  oar  modern  critica  had  read, 
they  would  have  bcru  better  ac- 
quainted than  they  were  wilh  certain 
antiquitieg  in  the  Cugliah  metre, 
whereof  they  have  erroneotuly 
■poken.  Tlie  author  wns  educated  at 
Oxford  i  born  about  the  yrar  tj.io, 
or  not  long  after ;  and  wrote  aerenU 
other  books,  whereof  he  frives  ua  the 
titles  him«lf.  So  that  if  Us  name 
wa.i  Puttcnham,  one  of  the  qwcu's 
irentlem  en- pension  en,  as  Anthony 
Wood  th'raka,  be  was  entitled  to   a 

book  of  Oiford  writers.   That  be  was 

a  tniTellcr,  and  seen  the  rourta  of 
fbnngn  princes ;  wlierefore  hi*  illus. 
tralions,  both  liitlorical  and  political, 
are  drawn  «n  hmiliaily  from  Ihrorc. 
that  he  may  be  called  the  court  critic 
of  that  reign. 
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"  and  many  others ;  some  of  whom  he  further  names '." 
Then  proceeding  to  give  his  judgment  in  short  cbaracten 
of  them ;  and  having  disUngubhed  the  earl  of  Oxford  for 
comedy,  Buckhurst  for  tragedy,  tdr  Phihp  Sidn^,  and  the 
other  gentleman,  who  wrote  the  late  Shepherd's  Calendar, 
(meaning  Spenser,)  for  eck^ue  and  pastoral,  he  adds ;  "tor 
"  ditty  and  amorous  ode,  I  find  sir  Walter  Rale^'s  vein 
"  most  lof^,  insolent,  and  pasdonate "."  But  it  is  in  the 
chiq)ter  <^  sententious  or  rhetorical  figures  Uiat  this  critic 
illustrates  his  observations,  by  some  examples  out  of  nr 
Walter  Ralph's  poems;  which,  because  rare  to  be  met 
with,  and  not  prolix,  nor  violating  the  privileges  of  particu- 
lar and  personal  narrative,  I  shall  here  rehearse ;  the  rath^, 
because  these  fragments  may  both  g^ve  further  light  into  the 
genius  as  well  as  history  perhaps  of  their  author,  and  help 
the  inquiries  of  such  readers,  as  are  curious  in  comparing 
the  monuments  of  ancient  and  modem  wit,  to  recover  and 
revive  the  entire  pieces  from  whence  they  are  extracted. 
That  critic  therefore,  where  he  is  spealung  of  some  el^;ant 
tautologies  in  poetry,  and  particularly  the  excellencies  of 
the  anaphora,  or  figure  of  report,  as  he  translates  it,  gives 
us  the  following  example,  written  by  nr  Walter  Ralegh ; 
whether  in  his  Cynthia,  I  cannot  yet  tell ;  but,  "  to  his 
"  greatest  nustress,  in  most  excellent  verses,"  says  that  au- 
thor. 

In  vain,  my  eyes,  in  vain  you  wute  your  tears ; 

In  vain  my  sighs,  the  smokes  of  my  despairs  : 

Id  vain  you  search  the  earth  and  heav'ns  above ; 

In  vun  you  seek,  for  fbrtime  keeps  ray  love  ■. 
Further  speaking  of  the  epizeuxis,  which  he  englishes  the 
underlay  or  cuckoto-apeU,  another  sort  of  repetition,  when 
in  one  verse  we  iterate  one  word  without  intermission,  he 

■Sec  tbeuidArtof  EogliriiFoeay,  thii  cbsnicter,  chuged  thit  middU 

p.49.  epithet  for  the  word  cDHifolnif;  per- 

■lb.p.51.  Some  modern  RUtliorK,  h*pa  through  kd  uDoecetury  tendar- 

and  unong  them  Edwkid  Philips,  ai  neu;  every  word  of  that  cbaracUr 

I  raiKmiitt,  in  bii  TheBtnim  Poetm-  being  ■poiun,  and  to  be  nndcnMad, 

roirii  tlma,  1675.  but  1  km  lure  A.  in  ■  leiue  ofpraiee. 
Wood,  nd.i.   ci>l.436,*od  otbero         '  Art  of  Eng<t*  pDeafip.  t6|. 
Anoi  bin,  hare,  in  the  qyalation  of 
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i  sn  example  that  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh;   "very 

"  says  he. 

|b  wisdoDi's  eyes  had  but  blind  fortune  seen, 

a  bad  my  love,  my  love  for  ever  been  t. 

motlier  place,  to  distinguish  that  form  of  repetition, 

B/oe^,  or    the   doubler,  a  speedy  iteration    of  oDe 

with  some  little  intermission,  he  exemplifies  the 

fcsing  verses  of  a  most  excellent  ditty,"  as  he  calls  it, 

Bby  sir  Walter  Ralegh.     These  two  closing  verses 

■  genuineness  of  those  which  precede  them  in  a 

l)t  of  this  very  ditty  I  once  saw  in  a.  nobleman's  li- 

1  the  copy  of  a  celebrated  lady  '■,  who  probably 

lit  of  the  family.     It  is  there  entitled,  The  Excuse, 

i)y  air  Walter  Ralegh,  "  in  his  younger  years."    And 

I  by  the  foregoing  parts  of,  this  admired  ditty  the 

l>n  will  be  best  understood,  I  shaJl  here  repeat  the 

pm  the  aforesaid  transcript ;  not  doubting  but  the 

Ireaders  will  judge  of  it  by  its  contemporary  writ- 

1  if  by  their  own,  after  due  consideration  how  they 

Judged  of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  hence; 

le  especially,  that  the  readers  may  see  with  what 

lEngliah  Poesy,  p.  167.  r  perfect  manUrpieee.  even  of  tliat 

bells  'Oiynue  ;  (he  Batne  great  Land  :  and  for  our  causolation 
Dcly  celcTjmted  hy  Mr.  it  may  be  obicrved,  if  he  had  not 
ffli  licr  aumame  ia  no-  lost  this  conclusion,  we  sbould  buve 
lo»t  that  fine  poem,  which  wns  Ilic 
conxciiueace  of  it.  The  sentimeut 
this  MS.  could  hare  restored  bim, 
eonaUted,  aa  I  tliink,  of  aii  lines, 
but  that  I  CBDDOt  repeat  lUcm  nil; 
yet  prusume,  upon  the  favour  which 
is  due  to  the  fair  sex,  thsl  it  will 
not  be  (bought  an  iinwehMmc  djgres- 
bIod  here  to  prescrre  what  1  can  of 
them,  and  u  well  as  I  can,  lest 
(bey  should  be  I0M  a^in,  by  not 
having  sa  opportunity  to  rcmeniljcr 
them  elsewbere. 
A  poet,  wlieii  he  would  dcacribe 


t  I  hnre  liad  an  old  MS. 

in  which  one  poem  is  di- 

■he  lady  Isabella  Th}-Dne 

s  in  paper;  which  poem 

imoog  Mr. Waller's,  but 

ft  out.    lo  the  print  also 

Lly  a   fragment;   bnt  mv 

It  entire.    For  the  poei 


Mr.  \ 


aller-g 


lady  for  restoring  Hm 

I  because  he    desired    to 

Vgh  the  last  thought  wan 

d  lost ;  which,  lo  his  re- 

r   could  recolJect^    so 

0  print  it  imperfectly, 

BpprehtDiions   at  Icaat, 

I  the  world  besides  have 

^  whit  is  prinleil  of  it  ai 


I   laugVDE«,   III   In  faaic 
rka    ape    reail    wherever 
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artful  smplidty  the  author  could  recondle  liimaelf  to  his 
paasioD,  whether  real  or  f^gned,  when  he  found,  upon  a 
strict  examination,  he  had  not  been  indirectly  betrayed 
to  it. 

Calling  to  mind  my  eyei  went  long  about. 
To  cause  my  heart  for  to  forsake  my  breast ; 

All  in  a  rage,  I  sought  to  pull  them  out. 
As  wbo  bad  been  such  traitors  to  my  rest: 

What  could  tbey  say  to  win  again  my  grace  } 

Forsooth,  that  tbey  bad  seen  my  mistress'  face. 

Another  time,  my  heart  I  call'd  to  mind, 
Thinking  that  be  this  woe  on  me  bad  brought; 

Because  that  be,  to  lore,  hb  force  retign'd. 
When  of  such  wars  my  fancy  never  thought : 

What  could  be  say  when  I  would  bim  have  slain  ? 

TTiat  be  was  hers — and  bad  foregone  my  chain. 

At  last,  when  I  percuv'd  both  eyes  and  heart 
Eicuse  themselves,  as  guiltless  of  my  ill ; 

I  found  myself  the  cause  of  all  my  smart. 
And  told  myself,  that  I  myself  would  kill : 

Yet  when  I  saw  myself  to  you  was  true ; 

I  lov'd  myself,  because  myself  lov'd  you. 

This  poem,  I  have  been  told,  is  printed  under  nr  Wal- 
ter Ralph's  name,  in  a  modem  collection*,  not  much  to 
be  suspected  of  having  had  it  from  any  ancient  manuscript, 
therefore  probably  from  some  old  copy  in  print,  which  I  have 
not  yet  met  with.  There  is  one  old  collection  I  never  saw, 
printed  about  the  time  we  are  now  upon,  with  several  of  sir 
Philip  Sidney's  sonnets  in  it,  and  therefore  I  think  under  his 
name^ ;  which  possibly  may  contain  some  also  of  »r  Wal> 
ter  Ralegh^.  But  in  that  modem  collection  there  is  also 
printed,  not  over-correctly  it  seems,  another  poem  of  his : 
this  I  have  likewise  seen  in  manuscript,  where  it  is  called 

•  Eotitlel,  Wit's  iDterpretcr,  8va.     ur*,  and    inch  like   compodtk»8t 

priDlcd,oiwcditioDof  it,  about  1671.     which  were  ■>  mncb  dw  moda  aaraat 

k  En^luid'i  Helicon,  410.  withoot     the  aebh  asd  iUmtrioiw  witi  ofthoa* 
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the  Silent  Lover ;  and  have  heard  several  lines  in  it  ap- 
plauded, especially  the  beginning.  But  the  part  which 
would  be  most  agreeable  in  this  place  to  an  historical  reader, 
is  that  from  which  he  might  fancy  he  could  make  some  fiir- 
ther  guesses  at  the  object  of  Ralegh's  address;  though, 
after  all,  it  may  be  no  other  than  the  common  object  oi  all 
poets :  however,  the  lines  are  these : 

But  seeing  that  I  sue  to  serve 
A  sunt  of  such  perfecdoa, 

As  all  desire,  and  none  deserve 
A  place  in  her  affection ; 

I  rather  choose  to  want  relief. 
Than  venture  the  revealing ; 

Where  glory  recommends  the  grief. 
Despair  disdains  the  healing. 

And  a  little  further,  very  persuanvely : 

Silence  in  love  betra]^  more  woe 
Than  words>  though  never  so  witty ; 
-  A  beggar  that  is  dumb,  you  know. 
May  challenge  double  pity. 

In  short,  he  has  said  such  handsome  things  of  silence,  that 
it  were  a  pity  any  words  even  in  its  commendation,  but  his 
own,  should  break  it  But  it  will  perhaps  hereafter  be 
thought  he  could  break  it  himself  with  as  much  success,  as 
npw  he  seems  to  have  commanded  the  keeping  it.  All  that 
I  have  seen  more  of  his  juvenile  compositions  in  thb  kind 
is  a  pastoral  sonnet,  which  old  Mr.  Isaac  Walton  redung, 
tells  us  was  written  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  his  younger 
years  <^,  in  answer  to  another,  famous  also  in  those  days, 
composed  by  Christopher  Marlow  ;  but  as  both  these  son- 


*  See    Isaac  Walton's   Complete  learned  and  religious  men,  excdleDtly 

ABgler,4th  edition,  8fo.  1668.  p.  76,  well,  being  either  from  a  personal 

Ac.    This  Walton  was  twen^-fire  knowledge  of  them  or  their  intimate 

▼ears  of  age  at  Ralegfa*s  death,  and  friends;  for  which  he  deserves  a  more 

Ihed  ninety  vears.  Besides  that  book,  liberal  acknowledgment   than    this 

for  which  he  has  been  called  the  faiher  place  will  admit. 
•/  ong-lrrv,  he  wrote  fire  Utcs  of 
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nets  aie  umdved  in  a  ooUectioii  which  the  bookseUers  or 
pabiiflhen  have  called  Shakspeare^s  poems,  printed  between 
twenty  and  thirty  years  after  his  death  ^,  in  which  I  think 
sevetal  pieces  are  known  to  have  been  written  by  other 
poets;  the  reader  is  left  at  liberty  to  judge  whether  the  au- 
thority of  a  writer,  who  subscribes  his  name  thereto,  one  of 
Walton^s  noted  mncerity,  and  advantages  for  intelligence  by 
his  acquaintance  amcmg  the  men  of  literature  in  those  times, 
or  that  of  an  anonymous  publication  in  the  circumstanoes 
aforesaid,  is  to  be  preferred ;  without  urging  the  improba- 
bility that  Shakspeare  should  quote  a  stanza,  from  that 
ascribed  to  Bfarlow,  afterwards  in  one  of  his  own  plays,  if 
he  had  been  the  author  of  that  sonnet  himself^. 

There  is  another  poet  besides  Spenser,  who  writ  some- 
thing of  Ralegh  relating  to  these  times,  though  near  twenty 
years  after  them ;  and  as  on  a  diflTerent  subject,  so  with  a 
different  disponticm  towards  him.  This  poet  was  sir  John 
Harrington,  the  translaUnr  of  Orlando  Furioso ;  but  that 
which  he  is  here  mentioned  for  is  a  little  book  in  prose,  yet 
not  clear  of  poetry  ^,  though  it  was  intended  for  a  piece  of 
church-history,  and  as  a  supply  to  Dr.  Francis  Godwin's 
Catalogue  of  Bishops.  This,  at  the  time  that  Ralegh  was 
under  royal  displeasure  in  the  next  reign,  and  in  confine- 
ment ;  but  growing  into  favour  with  the  hopeful  prince  of 
Wales,  sir  John  Harrington,  then  a  courtier,  presented  to 
that  prince :  it  is  full  of  little  jests  and  tales  against  the 
married  clergy,  and  against  some  of  the  laity  who  had  any 
coDtroversies  with  them,  the  better  to  insinuate  with  that 
young  prince,  and  engage  his  attention ;  otherwise  the  au- 
thor would  doubtless  have  written  it  with  a  gravity  suitable 
to  the  subject ;  but  he  tells  the  prince,  '*  he  took  some  kind 
"  of  [Measure  with  the  pains  of  writing  it,  supposing,""  says 


'  Rmbm  by  WiUiam  Shakspeare,  year  1608.  bemg  the  character  and 

Ac.  8?o.  1640.  history  of  the  bishops  of  those  times, 

•  See  Shakspear«*s  Merry  Wives  &c.  written  by  sir  John  Harrington, 

of  Windsor,  act  3.  of  Kelston,  near  Bath,  pnblished  by 

'  A  Brief  View  of  the  Church  of  John  Chetwind,  pastor  of  the  parish 

Englaiid,  as  it  stood  in  ^Men  Elixa-  of  Cntherfs  in  Wells,  lamo.  1653. 
heth's  and  King  James's  Reign,  to  the 

k8 
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he,  ^^  I  was  all  the  while  telling  a  story  as  it  were  in  your 
*^  highnesses  presence  and  hearings.^  Among  the  stories 
he  tells,  there  is  one  concerning  Dr.  Thomas  Grod  win,  biriiop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  it  seems  >>;  the 
relation  of  which,  because  that  bishop  died  about  the  latter 
end  of  1590,  we  shall  not  longer  defer.  This  bishop,  he 
tells  us,  came  to  that  see,  among  his  other  good  qualities, 
unreprovable  for  simony,  and  in  the  queen^s  good  opinion : 
if  he  had  held  on  as  clear  as  he  entered,  I  should  have  highly 
extolled  him,  says  our  author ;  but,  continues  he,  see  his  mis- 
fortune, which  first  lost  him  the  queen'^s  favour,  and  after 
forced  him  to  another  mischief.  For  being  aged,  diseased, 
and  lame  of  the  gout,  he  married,  as  some  thought,  for 
opinion  of  wealth,  says  he,  a  London  widow,  his  second 
wife  at  least :  when  a  chief  favourite  of  that  time  (whom  he 
had  named  before  in  this  kind,  and  therefore  thought  by 
some  >,  as  perhaps  it  might  be,  sir  Walter  Ral^h)  had  la- 
boured to  get  the  manor  of  Banwell  from  this  bishop- 
ric ;  but  disdaining  the  repulse,  and  hearing  of  this  intem- 
pestive  marriage,  he  took  advantage  thereof,  caused  it  to  be 
told  the  queen,  (knowing  how  much  she  misliked  such 
matches,)  and  instantly  pursued  the  bishop  with  letters  and 
mandates  for  the  manor  of  Banwell  for  a  hundred  years. 
The  good  bishop,  says  he,  not  expecting  such  a  sudden 
tempest,  was  greatly  perplexed ;  yet  a  while  he  held  out, 
and  endured  many  sharp  messages  from  the  queen,  of  which 
myself,  says  he,  carried  one,  delivered  to  me  by  my  lord  of 
Leicester,  who  seemed  to  favour  the  bishop,  and  mislike  the 
knight  for  molesting  him ;  but  they  were  soon  agreed,  says 
he,  like  Pilot  and  Herod  to  condemn  Christ  And  further 
tells  us,  never  was  harmless  man  so  traduced  to  his  sove- 
rdgn ;  as,  that  he  had  married  a  girl,  had  conveyed  half  the 
bishopric  to  her,  and,  because  he  had  the  gout,  that  he 
could  not  stand  to  his  marriage.  The  conclusion  to  the 
premis^,  he  tells  us,  was,  that  to  pacify  his  persecutors, 

s  Sir  John  Harrington's  Brief  View,         *  Ant  Wood,  in  Atfaen.  Ozon.  vol. 
&c.  p.  210.  I.  col.  710. 

^  Ibid.  p.  III. 
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and  to  eave  Banwell,  he  was  fiun  to  pan  with  Wilscomb  for  Hu  nui 
lUDety-nine  years,  and  so  purchased  his  peace.  We  may "'  '^ 
hence  observe  this  matter  was  in  ablation  before  L^cester'i 
death,  which  was  two  years  before  this  time ;  but,  as  the 
bishop  seems  to  have  hngered  before  he  closed,  it  might  be 
near  this  time  before  it  was  brought  to  a  perfect  con- 
clusion. And  OS  be  did  not  hold  on  so  clear  as  he  entered^ 
it  might  be  with  reference  to  the  simony  before  mentioned ; 
the  rather,  because  a  bishop  who  would  not  scruple  at  bis 
years  to  marry  for  money,  might  be  reasonably  thought  not 
impregnable,  through  the  same  motive,  against  a  divorce- 
ment from  his  bishopiic ;  which  way  soever  it  was,  the 
queen  saw  it  not  unreasonable,  but  espoused  the  alienatiiHi ; 
so  that  it  was  her  gift.  And  the  bishop's  own  son.  Dr. 
Francis  Godwin,  when  he  was  a  bishop  also,  and  reviving 
his  Catal<^e  of  Bishops,  in  the  next  reign,  before  Ralegh 
was  out  of  prison,  makes  no  complaint  agtunst  him  in  the 
account  of  his  father's  life ;  though  he  might  safely,  if  he 
could  justly,  have  done  it,  and  Ralegh  had  been  possessed 
of  that  for  which  this  author's  father  had  not,  according  to 
the  custom  of  those  times,  received  satisfaction ''.  On  the 
contrary,  itith  much  modesty,  rather  laments  that  his  father 
should  take  upon  him  the  duties  of  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment, when  his  infirmities  had  rendered  him  unable  to  dis- 
charge them '. 

If  this  affair  did  any  ways  displease  the  hierarchy,  there 
was  another  occurrence  fell  out  about  this  time,  in  which 
Ralegh,  by  shewing  a  generous  and  charitable  instance  of 
his  power  and  interest,  might  give  some  further  umbrage 
for  its  displeasure.  It  was  in  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Udall, 
minister  of  the  gospel,  a  good  scholar,  and  a  man  of  good 

^  See  >  tru-t  entitled,  ■■  No  sacri-  there  are  lern-Bl  particnlaritia  about 

'*  lefeor  gin  to  ■lieoate  or  parcbue  the  charcb  of  Wells. 
"  CBtbedral  Iiinds  na  snch  ;  or  ■  rin-         '  0  iOum /cliceiH,  li  /ehx  mantrt 

"  diratioD  of  not  onlv  the  Imte  pur-  maluiati,  guaa  rrftminu  etdnia*- 

"  cbuen,  bnt  of  the  ancient  nobility  tici  lalitru  Hon  luteiperr,  ami  loio- 

"  and  gentry  ;  yea,  of  Ibe  crown  it-  ribut  mtpar  fractHt  ttnio  nteeuMM 

"  aelf,  tec.  3d  edit,  with  a  poatKript  OH  fuerit  aHantm  iKi   auiiHB,  tec. 

»  toDr.Feaiion,byCarQeli[ia  Bar-  Vid.  GodwiD  de  Ptcmi1.Ab|:).  Inirtt. 

"  et»,  D.D.  4I0.  i66o."    Wherein  Patria. 
k4 
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parts;  but  very  zealous  for  the  reformation  oS  the  church, 
even  under  the  episcopal  government;  for  which  he  was 
reckoned  among  the  nonconformists,  or  rather  puritans  of 
those  times.  He  had  been  bred  at  Cambridge;  was  seven 
years  minister  of  Eingston-upcm-Thames ;  and,  throng 
the  favour  of  the  earl  of  Huntington,  about  a  twelvemonth 
at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  Here  he  was  nlenced,  sent  fior 
to  London  by  letters  from  the  lord  chamberlain  Hunsdon 
in  the  name  of  the  council  <",  and  examined  about  a  book 
he  had  newly  published  against  the  clergy  ».  But  because, 
oMitrary  to  the  laws,  he  would  not  betray  himself,  says  my 
author,  he  was  committed  close  prisoner  to  the  Gatdiouse; 
debarred  of  all  communication  with  his  family  or  others; 
thence  conveyed  to  Croydon  in  July,  this  present  year 
1590 ;  brought  to  the  bar  in  fetters^  and  indicted  for  pub^ 
lishing  a  libel  against  the  queen.  No  evidoice  xnva  voce 
produced  to  attest  it,  but  only  depositions  taken  in  the  high 
ccmimission-court,  no  court  of  record,  and  hearsay  reports 
urged  against  him,  his  witnesses  not  being  permitted  to  tes- 
tify in  his  behalf,  because  the  court  said  it  was  against  the 
queen:  the  words  of  the  statute  being  wrested,  says  my 
author,  by  baron  Clark  and  sergeant  Puckering,  as  if 
the  treatise  called.  The  Demonstration  of  Discipline,  for 
which  Udall  was  now  indicted,  because  written  against 
Ushops  who  exercised  their  government  under  the  queen, 
was  therefore  consequenUy  written  against  her  royal  person. 


*  Dated  29  December,  1589. 

■  Entitled,  *<  The  Demonstration 
« of  Discipline  which  Christ  bath 
**  prescribed  in  his  word  for  the  go- 
«  Temment  of  the  churdi  in  all 
**  times  and  places  until  Uie  worid's 
•«  end/' 

The  horrible  treason  in  this  book, 
it  seems,  (which  was  inserted  in  the 
In^ctment,)  lay  in  these  words  to  the 
bishops:  **  Who  can,  witfaont  blnsh- 
*'  ing,  deny  joa  to  be  the  cause  of 
**  all  unfodbness,  seeing  your  go- 
**  femment  is  that  which  giveth  leave 
**  to  a  man  to  be  any  thing  saving 
**  a  sound  Christian :  for  certainly  it 
*'  is  mort  free  in  these  days  to  be  a 


"  papist,  an  anabaptist,  of  die  fsmily 
'*  of  lore,  yea,  any  wicked  one 
'<  whatsoerer,  than  that  which  we 
"  should  be :  and  I  could  live  tkete 
"  twenty  yean  any  such  in  England, 
**  yea,  in  a  bishop's  house,  may  be, 
**  and  never  be  molested  for  It.  So 
**  true  Is  that  which  you  an  charged 
**  with  in  a  dialogue  Utdy  come  forth 
'*  against  you,  and  since  burned  by 
"  vou :  *  That  you  care  for  nothing 
**  but  the  maintenance  of  your  digni- 
"  ties,  be  it  to  the  damnation  of  vonr 
"  own  souls,  and  infinite  milUons 
**  mon.' "  Strype's  Lifo  and  Acta 
of  Archbishop  Whitgift,  fol.  17 18. 
P-343- 
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So  the  nid  judges  directed  the  jury  to  find  Udall  author  of 
the  book  without  kgal  proof,  and  to  leave  the  felony  to 
them.  The  jury  did  as  they  were  taught,  being  told  it 
should  be  do  further  danger  to  the  author,  but  tend  to  his 
good ;  of  whidi  vefdict  they  afterwards  repented.  Then  he 
was  kepi  half  a  year  unoondemned  in  durance ;  and  at  the 
asnses  in  Fdbruary  following  at  Southwark,  not  rdinquish- 
ing  his  tenets,  he  had  the  sentence  of  death  jwonounced 
aguDst  Um  by  Puckering  <^.  But  it  seems  brfore  Udall 
reoeiTed  this  sentence,  he  had  procured  a  fnend  to  solicit 
sir  Walter  Rakgh,  that  the  violent  and  aggravated  construc- 
tioos  whidi  had  been  made  of  his  doctrine  and  principles 
might  not  be  his  utter  destruction,  till  a  more  unprejudiced 
judgment  was  made  of  them :  and  immediately  after  the 
sentence  was  pronounced,  the  sheriff  brought  him  a  reprieve 
from  the  queen.  Then  Dr.  Bond,  one  of  her  chaplains, 
came  to  him  in  prison  with  a  form  of  submission  for  him  to 
subscribe.  After  two  days  conference,  they  agreed  upon 
another.  But,  says  Udall,  ^^  at  the  same  time  that  Dr. 
*'  Bond  was  with  me,  I  rec^ved  a  letter  from  a  friend  of 
*'  mine  that  did  soliat  sir  Walter  Ralegh  for  meP.*^  This' 
letter  he  then  exhibits;  and  thereby  it  appears  Ralegh  had 
advised  or  encouraged  Udall  to  explain  himself  to  him  con- 
ceming  those  imputations  which  had  been  infused  into  her 
majesty,  which  accused  him  with  maintaining  the  church  of 
England  and  its  sacraments  were  no  church  and  no  sacra- 
ments; that  its  laws  and  her  government  were  against  the 
word  oi  Grod;  that  all  ecclesiastical  matters  ought  to  be 
governed  by  a  presbytery,  and  that  she  oug^it  to  be  subject 
to  the  censures  thereof;  for,  says  that  correspondent,  *'  if 


•  See  ft  New  DiBoorery  of  old  pon- 
tifical piracticet  for  Uie  maintenance 
of  dw  preUtet*  authority  and  hierar- 
cby,  evinced  by  Aeir  penecntion  of 
that  rerereody  learned,  ^ooa,  and 
worthy  miniater  of  Jetna  Christy  Mr. 
John  Udall,  in  the  reign  of  qoeen 
KKiabfth,  &c.  4I0.  1643*  io  pref* 
Thia  pamphlet  te  Udall's  own  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  wliole  proeecotion  against 


him ;  whether  printed  in  the  queen's 
time  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  same  ac- 
count, I  think,  that  is  reprinted  in 
the  State-Trials ;  though  the  title  to 
this  pamphlet  is  adapted  to  the  time 
wherein  it  was  now  printed,  and  the 
prdace  is  a  clear  abstract  of  the 
whole, 
p  See  the  said  pamphlet,  p.  37. 
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**  ye  will  write  half  a  dozen  lines  to  m  Walter  Ralegh  con- 
**  ceming  these  opinions,  that  he  may  shew  it  to  her  ma- 
^*  jesty,  he  hopes  to  obtain  your  life.  I  know  it  is  very 
^^  easy  for  you  to  answer  all  those  things ;  therefore  do  it 
<*  with  speed ;  and  in  your  writing  to  sir  Walter  take  know- 
'^  ledge  that  he  hath  sent  you  such  word.^  Hereupon 
Udall  wrote  a  letter,  which  he  also  sets  forth^  directed  to  the 
right  honourable  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  knt  lord-warden  oi 
the  stannaries,  wherein,  after  the  remembrance  of  his  duty 
and  thanks  for  his  great  and  honourable  care  over  him  and 
for  his  good,  he  most  humbly  beseeches  him  to  be  a  means 
to  appease  her  majesty^s  displeasure  for  the  accusations  un- 
truly suggested  against  him. 

**  For  Grod  is  my  witness,^  continues  he,  '*  I  have  never 
^'  had  any  earthly  thing  in  so  precious  account  as  to  honour 
^  her  highness,  and  to  draw  her  subjects  to  acknowledge 
**  with  all  thankfulness  the  exceeding  blessings  that  God 
"  bestoweth  upon  them  by  her  majesty^s  happy  govem- 
*^  ment ;  whereof  I  trust  my  adversaries  will  be  witness 
*^  when  I  am  dead.  I  have  sent  unto  your  lordship  (as  in 
*'  perplexity  I  could  upon  the  sudden)  what  I  hold  upon 
^*  certain  points,  declared  unto  me,  as  from  your  lorddiip, 
^*  praying,  that  it  would  please  you  to  make  known  the 
*^  truth  thereof  unto  her  highness :  and  if  neither  my  sub- 
*'  mission  heretofore  delivered,  nor  these  things  now  set 
*^  down,  will  be  accepted  to  draw  her  highness  of  her  gra- 
*^  cious  compassion  to  pardon  me,  that  yet  it  would  please 
*^  her  majesty,  that  the  land  may  not  be  charged  with  my 
^^  blood,  to  change  my  punishment  from  death  to  banish- 
^^  ment  Thus  trusting  your  lordship  will  vouchsafe  me 
^*  this  favour,  and  that  it  will  please  her  majesty  thereupon 
^'  graciously  to  consider  me,  I  humbly  take  my  leave  from 
'<  the  White  lion,  Feb.  22, 1 590  ^.'^    Herewith  he  sent  the 


1  We  maj  obterve,  that  Udall,  in  376,  that  *word  is  changed  for  his 

thb  letter  here  quoted  from  his  said  hofumrf  as  if  this  aotbor,  or  those  be 

narratiTe,  addresses  sir  Walter  Ra-  takes  this  part  of  his  materials  from, 

l^h  (as  lord-warden)  by  the  title  of  had  copied  the  letter  out  of  Udall's 

Ait  lerdihip:  but,  as  Mr.  Strype  co-  narratiye,  and  helped  him  (in  their 

pics  it  in  his  Life  of  Whitgift,  fol.  thoughu)  to  a  title  more  proper  for 
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tmets  he  maintained,  or  articles  of  his  persuaaon,  which  are 
to  be  seen  immediately  following  the  said  letter  in  his  own 
narrative  and  elsewhere  ^  After  this,  he  remained,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  expression,  without  great  hope  of  liberty,  yet 
without  fear  of  further  extremity*.  Whence  it  may  be  His  gene- 
rightly  observed  by  some  historians,  that  nr  Walter  Ralegh,  cesdoa  for 
through  his  generous  intercession,  did  procure  UdalPs  re-  ^'*  ^^*^^' 
prieve,  or  save  him  from  execution.  Till,  a  few  months 
after,  being  further  pestered  with  stricter  forms  of  submis- 
sion by  Dr.  Andrews,  he  was  forced  to  make  further  appli- 
cations, not  only  by  the  earl  of  Essex,  but  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh again,  and  dean  Nowell,  against  the  menaces  of  the  ap- 
proaching assizes  at  Eongston  K  About  the  same  time  the 
king  of  Scots  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  queen  in  behalf  of  the 
said  Mr.  Udall,  and  other  learned  nonconformbts^.  But 
this  wrought  only  so  far,  when  Udall  was  brought  to  Eings- 


nr  Walter  Ralegh.    If  Mr.  Strype 
had  teen  this  pamphlet,  it  will  make 
somethiDg  agiuost  the  character  of 
his  tioeerity,  in  advancing  so  much 
his  archbishop's  Christian  mildness; 
see  his  Life,  fol.  344.  and  represent- 
ing him  to  hare  been  most  active  in 
procuring    Udall's    pardon,   by  his 
effectnal  intercessions  with  the  queen ; 
as  if  the  queen  only  was  inexorable 
at  Udall's  endeavour  to  reform  her 
bishops,  which  is  partially  throwing 
aU  the  cruelty  Udall  suflfered  upon 
her,  when  it  will  plainly  appear  in 
the  sequel   of  this   pamphlet,   that 
Whitgift  was  the  chief  author  of  it ; 
and  yet,  if  Mr.  Strype  had  seen  this 
letter  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  Udall's 
pamphlet,  it  is  to  be  thought  he  would 
have  corrected  the  date  in  his  own 
copy  by  it,  which  is  a  whole  year  too 
late;  not  that  he  is  over-correct  in 
other  dates,  even  of  this  story,  (which 
is  onconnectedly  told,  and  confused 
with  repetitions,)  for,  in  two  places 
of  the  archbishop's  life,  he  tells  us 
Udall  died   1593,  see  fol.  344  and 
345 ;  and  in  a  tiiird,  fol.  375,  that 
he  died,  which  is  most  probable,  in 
1592 ;  and  a  little  further  quotes  a 
letter  of  Udall's  to  the  lord  trea- 
surer, dated  in  1591 ,  wherdn  he  tells 
his  lordship,  he  had  been  in  durance 


above  three  years. 

'  Strype'sLife  of  Archbishop  Whit- 
gift, fol.  375. 

*    New  Discovery  of  the  old  pon- 
tific.  Pract.  p.  39. 

'  Ibidem,  p.  42. 

«  Herein  his  majesty  tells  the 
queen,  **  That  hearing  of  the  appre- 
*'  hension  of  Mr.  Udall,  Mr.  Cart- 
**  Wright,  and  certain  other  learned 
'<  ministers  of  the  evangel,  within 
•*  your  realm,"  says  he,  •*  of  whose 
*'  good  erudition  and  fruitful  travels 
<Mn  the  church  we  hear  a  very  cre- 
*'  dible  commendation,  howsoever 
**  their  diversity  from  the  bishops, 
«  and  others  of  your  clergy,  in  mat- 
'*  ters  touching  them  in  conscience, 
**  hath  been  a  mean,  by  their  dila- 
*'  tion,  to  work  them  your  misliking ; 
"  at  this  present,  we  cannot  (weigh- 
**  ing  the  duty  we  owe  to  such  as 
"  are  afflicted  for  their  conscience  in 
**  that  profession)  but  by  our  most 
"  effectual  and  earnest  letter,  inter- 
"  pone  us  at  your  hands  to  any  harder 
«  usage  of  them  for  that  cause.  So 
**  requesting  her  earnestly  to  let  them 
"  be  released  out  of  their  present 
''strait,  he  concludes,  from  Edin- 
"  burgh  the  i2tli  of  June,  1591." 
See  this  letter  at  length  in  the  said 
pamphlet,  p.  43. 
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ton,  that  he  was  immediately  returned  to  priacm  before  the 
first  day  of  the  trials,  and  thereupon  the  unlucky  disturb- 
ance of  Hacket  the  enthusiast  ensuing,  Udall  was  discou- 
raged from  making  further  solicitation  till  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Hatton  died  '.  The  Easter  after  which,  he  sued  for 
liberty  to  go  to  church,  which  was  denied  him,  being  a  con- 
demned man :  but,  by  the  lord  treasurer's  means,  getting  a 
copy  of  the  indictment,  and  a  pardon  framed  according  to 
it,  he  was  referred  therewith  to  archlnshop  Whitgift; 
'*  Unto  whom,^  says  he,  ^*  I  both  sent  divers  petitions  and 
^  dutiful  letters ;  and  also  got  many  of  my  fiiends,  both 
honourable  personages  and  others,  to  sue  to  him;  yet 
could  not  his  good-will  be  gotten  X.^  And  when  the 
Turkey  merchants  applied  to  his  grace,  that  Udall  might 
go  oyer  to  Guinea,  he  would  not  consent  to  that,  unless 
they  would  be  bound  he  should  not  return  till  he  had  her 
majesty'^s  licence;  but  to  this  Udall  would  not  consent. 
And  though  sii  John  Puckering,  now  lord  keeper,  was  at 
last  moved  (who  indeed  had  much  reason  to  be  so)  to  deal 
with  the  archbishop,  so  that  both  promised  to  obtain  UdalPs 
pardon  of  her  majesty,  and  liberty  for  the  said  voyage  * ; 
yet  Udall  never  enjoyed  one  or  the  other,  for  he  died  in 
prison  before  they  were  fully  confirmed  \ 

Here  we  may  ^ve  another  instance  of  Ral^h'^s  friendly 
and  generous  exercise  of  his  power  and  interest  for  an  old 
oflBcer  in  the  army,  since  there  is  no  date  to  it  that  confines 


*  aoth  Not.  1591. 

f  The  pamphlet  aforesaid,  p.  43. 
■  The  pamphlet  aforesaid,  p.  44. 

*  And  was  not  hroarht  to  ezecu- 
tioDy  as  Thomas  Fuller  10  one  part  of 
his  Church  History  implies,  lib.  9. 
sects,  paragr.31.  though  he  contra- 
dicts himself  before  in  another,  pa- 
ragr.  4.  where  he  had  said  Udall  died 
peaceably  in  his  bed ;  for  Thomas 
Porde,  in  his  collection  of  familiar 
letters,  (before  mentioned,)  p.  135. 
harinff  one  to  Dr.  FuDer  in  praise  ofhis 
said  Cnurch  History,  wisheshim  there- 
in to  reriew  that  passage,  where  he 
speaks  of  the  execution  of  Udall ;  for 
he  died,  says  he,  at  the  White  Lion, 


just  as  his  pardon  was  procured,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  George's,  South- 
wark ;  •*  Of  whom,"  says  this  Forde, 
(who  was  Udall's  kinsman,)  '*  we 
"  have  this  tradition,  that  he  was  the 
**  first  man  kinv  James  aaked  for 
'*  when  he  came  into  England ;  and 
"  being  answered  be  was  dead,  the 
**  king  replied,  *  By  my  sal  then  the 
**  greatest  scholar  in  Europe'sdead.' " 
As  for  the  relation  of  Udall's  trial, 
censures,  and  sentence,  written  by 
himself,  which  this  Forde  further  men- 
tions to  hare  had  by  him,  it  seems  to 
be  no  more  than  the  printed  narra- 
tive  we  have  before  used. 
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lit  to  any  particular  year ;  and,  if  we  may  guess  at  the  sue* 
oess  cyf  his  request  by  the  zeal  of  it,  we  shall  not  doubt,  but 
it  effectually  obliged  his  petitioner  with  the  fruits  thereof. 
This  officer  had  a  sum  of  money  long  owing  him,  it  seems, 
from  the  treasury,  and  knowing- how  well  Ralegh  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  justice  of  the  debt,  no  less  than  what  in- 
fluence hia  applications  would  be  of  for  procuring  it,  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  write  to  the  lord  treasurer's  secretary,  who 
was  afterwards  knighted,  and  well  known  by  the  name'of  m 
Midiael  Hicks,  that  he  might  obtain  his  lordship's  order  for 
the  pa3rment  of  the  money.  These  are  the  words  of  his 
letter :  <*  I  am  most  earnestly  to  entreat  you  for  this  gentle- And  for 
'*  man,  captain  Spring;  that  partly  for  love,  partly  fors^^ 
^*  honest  consideration,  you  will  further  him  with  my  lord 
treasurer  for  a  debt  of  three  hundred  pounds,  which  her 
majesty  owes  him.  It  hath  been  long  due ;  and  he  has 
got  good  warrant  for  it :  beades,  he  has  served  her  ma- 
jesty very  long,  and  hath  received  many  wounds  in  her 
^*  service.  These  reasons,  delivered  by  a  man  of  your  ut- 
terance, and  having  his  good  angel  at  your  elbow  to  in- 
struct you,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  take  good  and  speedy 
**  effect.***  Concluding,  **  I  never  wrote  unto  you  for  any 
man,  or  in  any  matter,  wherein  you  shall  more  bind  me 
unto  you,  than  for  this  bearer :  and  so  not  doubting  of 
your  assured  iriendliness,  I  leave  you  to  God ;  and  re- 
main  your  most  assured  loving  friend.''  In  a  postscript 
he  says,  *^  Always  remember  you  must  deal  conscionably  for 
*'  my  sake,  and  I  will  requite  you  ^.^  Examples  of  this 
kind  shew  men  worthy  of  the  power  they  enjoy,  and  shine 
brighter  in  their  characters  than  many  actions  of  a  more 
public  and  magnificent  nature ;  power  being  so  often  cor- 
rupted with  pride  and  other  passions,  as  frequently  render 
the  possessors  of  it  mischievous,  rather  than  beneficial  to 
their  fellow-creatures.     But  Ralegh,  in  these  and  many 


^  Thill  letter  it  printed  in  the  Ba-  was  communicated  to  him  by  Mr. 

ronetage  of  England,  by  Arthur  Col  •  Strype,  who  was  favoured  with  it  out 

lint,eaq.  8to.  lyaaTol.s.  p.sS.and,  of  secretary  Cecil's   papers  in  the 

as  I  hare  been  told  by  this  author,  possession  of  Ids  noble  descendants. 


« 


« 
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other  instances,  was  so  far  from  misusing,  that,  above  the 
narrow  apprehensions  of  repulse,  or  laying  himself  under 
obligations,  he  appears  to  have  exerted  it  in  the  most  stre- 
nuous and  generous  manner,  either  for  preventing  or  reliev- 
ing the  distress  of  others,  which  moved  the  greater  compas- 
sioa  when  his  own  misfortunes  brought  him  to  need,  and 
yet  to  fail  of  the  like  liberal  and  successful  mediation  for 
himself.  The  truth  is,  Ralegh  was  so  famous  in  these 
days  for  such  like  good  offices,  that  the  queen  seems  to  have 
distinguished  him  by  a  title  niore  honourable,  in  the  proper 
sense  it  is  to  be  here  taken,  than  any  other  she  conferred 
upon  him :  for  one  day,  having  told  her  he  had  a  favour  to 
beg  of  her,  **  When,  sir  Walter,^  said  she,  "  will  you  cease 
**  to  be  a  beggar  ?*"  To  which  he  answered,  "  When  your 
**  gracious  majesty  ceases  to  be  a  benefactor  c.*"  With  great 
justice  therefore  seems  a  certain  noted  author  of  these  times 
to  have  adapted  his  work  to  a  patron,  when  he  dedicated  a 
discourse  upon  friendship,  which  he  pu'blished  not  long  be- 
fore this  time,  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  ^. 

But  friendship  made  such  a  rare  and  lasting  impression 
on  him,  that  it  may  be  said  to  have  extended  beyond  the 
life  of  the  object ;  and  he  well  deserves  to  be  remembered 
in  his  grave  who  could  leave  us  such  noble  patterns  in  me- 
mory of  the  dead.  But  this  place  requires  only  our  notice 
of  the  memorial  he  wrote,  to  clear  from  some  Spanish  as- 
perrions  the  fame  and  conduct  of  the  valiant  and  renowned 
tar  Richard  Grenvill,  in  that  bloody  expedition  where  he 
made  such  a  glorious,  though  untimely  end.  This  brave 
commander  was  vice^miral  in  the  lord  Thomas  Howard^s 
expedition,  to  intercept  the  Spanish  plate-fleet  at  the  isles  of 
Azores  in  its  return  from  America.  The  En^ish  squa- 
dron consisted  of  six  of  the  queen'^s  ships,  six  victuallers  of 


^  Apophthegms    of   t!ie    English  modern  authors,  &c.  by  G.  M.  8ro. 

Nation,  MS.  Also,  with  very  little  va-  1 694.  p.  38. 

nation,  in  a  book  called,  Miscella-  *  See  a  Spark  of  Friendship  and 

nea,  or  a  choice  Collection  of  wise  warm  Good-will,  that  sheweth  the 

and  ingenious  sayings  of   Princes,  effect   of   good   affection,  &c.    By 

Poets,    Statesmen,    Courtiers,    and  Thomas  Churchyard,  4to.  1588. 
others,  oat  of  seTeral  ancient  and 
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London,  with  two  or  three  [nnnaces.  They  set  out  early  in 
the  spring  IB&I9  and  waited  six  months  at  Flores,  one  of 
those  idands,  in  expectation  of  the  said  fleet  As  there 
was,  besides,  the  English  ships  before  numbered,  one  also  of 
sir  Walter^s  in  this  expedition,  named  Bark  Ralegh,  com- 
manded by  captain  Thynne;  and  as  he  employed  some  time 
in  the  latter  end  of  this  year  to  describe  that  memorable  en- 
gagement they  had  with  the  Spaniards ;  the  brief  abstract 
I  shall  give  thereof  from  his  own  words  cannot  be  arraigned 
of  prolixity,  nor  perhaps  of  digression ;  since,  besides  his 
gratitude  for  the  past  services  of  his  heroic  kinsman,  it  so 
well  displays  his  sentiments  at  this  time  of  the  religious  hy- 
pocrisies and  cruelties  of  their  common  enemy.  The  kingHU  report 
of  Spain  therefore,  having  had  intelligence  of  their  ^^tingp^^^'g^It 
thus  for  his  Indian  fleet,  sent  an  armada  to  the  Azores  of  at  the 
fifty-three  sail  to  convoy  it  home,  under  the  command  of 
don  Alphonso  BaQan.  This  fleet  was  just  in  sight  of  the 
English  by  then  they  had  any  warning  of  it ;  and  they  were 
ao  unprepared  for  its  reception,  that  many  of  their  crew 
were  on  shore  providing  ballast,  water,  and  other  necessa- 
ries; and  those  who  were  on  board  were  half  of  them, 
through  sickness,  unfit  for  service.  The  Spaniards  were 
now  so  near  at  hand,  that  the  English  had  scarce  time  to 
weigh  anchor ;  and  Grenvill,  in  the  Revenge,  was  the  last 
upon  the  place,  being  desirous  of  receiving  all  his  crew 
aboard  from  the  island,  whereof  he  had  no  less  than  ninety 
who  were  sick  and  diseased.  So  that,  unable  to  recover  the 
wind,  and  having  but  one  hundred  sound  men,  he  was  per- 
suaded to  cut  his  main-sail,  cast  about,  and  trust  to  the 
sailing  of  the  ship ;  (or  the  squadron  of  Seville  was  on  his 
weather-bow :  but  he,  through  the  greatness  of  his  spirit, 
utterly  refused  to  turn  from  the  enemy ;  protesting  he 
would  rather  die  than  be  guilty  of  such  dishonour  to  him- 
self, his  country,  and  her  majesty^s  ship ;  assuring  his  com- 
pany he  would  pass  through  the  two  squadrons  in  spite  of 
them,  and  force  those  of  Seville  to  give  him  way ;  which 
he  performed  upon  divers  of  the  foremost,  who,  as  the  ma- 
riners term  it,  sprung  their  loof,  and  fell  under  the  lee  of 
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the  Revenge :  but  while  he  had  r^ard  to  those  who  were 
nearest,  the  huge  San  Philip  being  in  the  wind  of  him,  and 
approaching,  becakned  his  sails  in  such  manner  that  the 
diip  could  neither  make  way  nor  feel  the  helm ;  so  large 
and  high  charged  was  the  Spanish  galleon,  b^g  of  fiflteen 
hundred  ton,  carrying  three  tire,  of  eleven  jueces  in  each  on 
a  side,  and  discharging  eight  foreright  from  her  chase,  be- 
sides those  of  her  stem  ports.     After  the  Revenge  was  thus 
entangled  with  this   Philip,  four  others  loofing  up  also, 
boarded  her,  two  on  the  larboard,  and  two  on  the  starboard. 
The  fight  thus  beginning  at  three  oVlock  in  the  afternoon, 
on  the  last  of  August  the  year  aforesaid,  condnued  very 
terrible  all  that  evening.     But  San  Philip  having  reoaved 
the  lower  tire  of  the  Revenge,  charged  with  cross-bar-shot, 
shifted  with  all  expedition,  utterly  misliking  her  first  greet- 
ing.    Some  said  she  foundered  hereupon ;  but  this  is  un- 
certain.    The  Spanish  ships  were  filled  with  soldiers;  some 
having  two  hundred,  besides  mariners;  some  five,  others 
dght  hundred  men :  in  the  English  ship  there  were  only 
mariners,  with  the  commander^s  servants,  and  some  gentle 
men  volunteers.    After  many  exchanges  of  great  and  small 
shot,  the  Spaniards  many  times  attempted  to  board  the  Re- 
venge, but  were  as  often  beaten  back  into  their  own  ships,  or 
into  the  sea :  and  when  a  London  victualler,  who  was  under 
the  lee  of  the  Revenge,  ofiered  to  undertake  any  service  for 
her  asnstance,  Grenvill  bid  him  ^<  save  himself,  and  leave 
<^  him  to  his  fortune.'"     The  fight  thus  continuing  while 
the  day  lasted,  and  some  hours  of  the  night,  many  of  the 
English  were  slain ;  some  of  the  Spanish  ships  sunk,  and 
in  many  others  there  was  great  slaughter :  Grenvill,  though 
wounded  in  the  beginning  of  the  close  fight,  was  never  so 
disabled  as  to  forsake  the  upper  deck  for  eight  hours  toge- 
ther ;  and  then,  being  shot  into  the  body  with  a  musket,  as 
the  wound  was  dressing,  he  was  again  shot  into  the  head, 
and  his  surgeon  at  the  same  time  wounded  to  death.     Still 
the  fight  continued,  and  as  fast  as  the  Spaniards  were  beaten 
off  by  the  Revenge,  others  came  in  their  places;  so  that  by 
morning  she  had  sustuned  for  fifteen  hours  together  the 
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voOeyM,  botfdnigft,  and  entries  of  fifteen  several  ships  of 
war,  and  repulsed  them  all ;  besides  the  rest,  which  batter^ 
her  loose  and  at  a  distance.  But  with  the  light  increased 
the  discovery  of  bar  dismal  condition ;  and  the  more  irk- 
some was  the  one,  in  that  it  would  not  let  her  conceal  the 
other  from  her  surrounding  enemies  ^.  Now  was  to  be  seen 
nothing  but  the  naked  hull  of  a  ship,  and  that  almost  a 
skeleton,  having  received  eight  hundred  shot  of  great  ar- 
tillery, and  some  under  water ;  her  deck  covoed  with  the 
limbs  and  carcasses  of  forty  valiant  men,  the  rest  all  wounded, 
and  weltering  in,  en*  covered  with  their  own  blood ;  her 
mastfi  all  beaten  overboard^  all  her  tackle  cut  asunder,  her 
upper  works  raeed,  and  all  in  effect  levelled  with  the  watef ; 
innyahle  of  any  further  management  or  motion  but  what 
the  billows  gave  her.  OrenviU,  now  finding  their  distress 
irreparaUe,  commanded  the  ship  to  be  sunk,  that  the  Span- 
iards mi^t  not  carry  a  splinter  home  as  a  trophy  of  thar 
dearboug^t  victory ;  dearbought  indeed !  the  admiral  of 
the  Spanish  hulks,  and  another  great  galleon,  called  the 
Ascension,  of  Seville,  being  both  sunk  by  the  side  of  the 
Revenge ;  another  also  in  the  road  of  St.  Michael ;  and  a 
fourth  run  herself  aground,  to  save  her  company.     There 


*  As  for  her  friendi,  the  lord  Tho- 
BowMTd,  and  the  otiier  ships,  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  Ivther  says  of  them, 
"  If  an  the  rest  had  entered,  all  had 
'*  been  loet;  for  the  very  hngeness 
'*  of  the  Spanidi  fleet,  if  noother  rio- 
**  lenee  had  been  o0Bred>  would  have 
**  cmsbedtfaeminloshiTers;  of  which 
"  the  dishonoor  and  h>M  to  the 
**  qoeeo  had  been  far  greater  than 
'*  tlie  spoU  or  ham  that  the  enemy 
**  ooald  any  way  have  received.  Not- 
**  withstanding  it  is  true,  that  the 
<*  lord  Thooias  woald  have  entered 
**  between  the  squadrons,  but  the 
*'  rest  would  not  condescend ;  and 
**  the  master  of  his  own  ship  oifered 
''  to  leap  into  the  sea,  rather  dian 
*•  conduct  it  with  the  rest  to  be  a 
**  prey  lo  the  enemy,  where  there  was 
"  neitiier  hope  nor  possibility  either 
**  of  defence  or  victory.  Which  also,  in 
"  my  opinion,"  says  Ralegh,  **  had 
*'  ill  sorted  with,  or  answeied  the  dis- 
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**  cretioDofageueral,tocommithim- 
**  self  and  his  charge  to  assured  de- 
**  stniction,  without  hope,  or  any  Uke- 
"  lihood  of  prevailiog  thereby,  to  di- 
**  minirii  the  strength  of  her  majesty's 
"  navy,  and  enrich  the  pnde  and 
**  glory  of  the  enemy.  The  Fore- 
**  sight  of  the  queen's,"  continnes 
he,  *<  commanded  by  Mr.  Thomas 
*'  Vavasour,  performed  a  very  great 
"  fight,  and  stayed  two  hours  as  near 
**  the  Revenge  as  die  weather  would 
«  permit,  not  forsaking  the  fight  till 
**  he  was  likely  to  be  encompassed 
«  by  the  squsdrons,  and  with  great 
«. difficulty  cleared  himself.  The  rest 
**  gave  divers  volleys  of  shot,  and 
«  entered  as  far  as  the  place  per- 
<*  mitted,  and  their  own  necessities, 
«  to  keep  the  weather-gauge  of  tiie 
"  enemy,  until  they  were  parted  by 
*'  night."  Thus  in  ^  Walter  Ra- 
legh's said  rpport  of  this  fight 
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were  besides  slain  and  drowned  in  this  fight  two  eminent 
Spanish  commanders,  and  near  a  thousand  of  their  men,  as 
one  of  their  own  officers,  who  was  severed  from  the  fight  by 
the  ensuing  storm,  and  taken  by  a  London  vessel,  confessed. 
In  that  storm,  as  well  the  whole  Indian  fleet,  which  had 
now  joined  them,  as  the  rest  of  the  armada,  were  so  dis- 
persed and  damaged,  that  fourteen  sail  were  cast  away  upon 
the  Isle  of  St.  Michael.  On  the  rest  of  the  islands  they 
also  lost  fifteen  or  ^xteen  more  of  their  ships  of  war ;  and 
of  th^r  Indian  fleet,  which  was  a  hundred  and  odd  sail, 
there  were  also  above  seventy  consumed  and  taken  by  our 
ships  of  London ;  besides  a  very  rich  one  which  set  herself 
on  fire,  and  five  others  taken  by  Mr.  Wats^s  ships.  Three 
thousand  carcasses  were  found  two  or  three  days  after  on 
the  Isle  of  Tercera ;  and,  by  the  Spaniards^  own  oonfesnon, 
no  less  than  ten  thousand  of  their  countrymen  were  lost  in 
this  expedition  ^.  But  to  return.  Sir  Richard  exhorted  the 
remainder  of  his  company  to  trust  in  Grod'^s  mercy,  and  to 
none  else :  and,  as  they  had  thus  long  and  resolutely  re- 
pulsed so  many  enemies,  that  they  would  not  now  lessen 
the  honour  of  their  country  by  any  overtures,  to  lengthen 
for  a  few  hours  or  days  their  own  lives.  Several  joined 
in  opinion  with  him;  but  the  majority  prevailed,  who 
urged,  the  Spaniard  would  be  as  ready  to  entertain  a 
composition,  as  they  to  offer  it;  and  that  there  were  di- 
vers valiant  men  yet  living,  who  might  do  their  prince  ac- 
ceptable service,  and  revenge  this  action  upon  the  enemy ; 
that  the  ship  could  be  of  no  use  either  to  one  or  the  other, 
for  upon  the  first  working  of  the  sea  she  must  needs  sank, 
being  so  crushed,  rived,  and  leaky,  having  six  foot  water  in 
the  hold,  that  she  could  never  remove  out  of  the  place. 
Accordingly  the  Spanish  general  don  Alphonso  Ba^an  did 


f  Lintchotea,  in  the  99tfa  chapter  two  arrired  together ;  all  the  rest 

of  hU  Vojragea  to  the  East  and  West  were  cast  away  apon  the  islands^  and 

Indies,  says,  ^t  of  the  whole  fleet  orerwhelmed  in  the  sea  by  that  vio- 

and  armada,  being  140  ships,  there  lent  storm :  so  that  for  tweaW  days 

were  but  33  or  53  arriTed  in  Spain  after  it,  they  did  nothing  but  flsh  for 

and  Portugal,  and  those  with  such  dead  men. 
difficulty  and  dispersion,  that  not  any 
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make  yery  honourable  ooncesmon;  yielding  that  all  their 
liTes  should  be  saved,  the  company  sent  into  England,  and 
the  better  sort  only  to  pay  a  reasonable  ransom,  free  from 
all  galleys  or  imprisonment.  Though  it  may  be  thought  it 
was  not  difficult  to  dissuade  men  from  death  to  life,  the 
master-gunner  would  have  slain  himself,  when  he  found  their 
resolution  thus  by  reason  overborne,  but  that  he  was  by 
force  withhdd.  Then  the  general  sent  many  boats  aboard 
the  Revenge,  and  divers  of  the  English  suspecting  or 
Richard^s  desperatje  dispoation  to  blow  up  or  sii^  the  ship, 
stole  away  to  the  Spamards.  But  the  general  prevailed 
upon  him  to  remove  out  of  the  Revenge,  being  very  unsa- 
voury, filled  as  it  was,  like  a  slaughterhouse,  with  the  bo- 
dies and  blood  of  the  dead  and  wounded.  Sir  Richard  told 
them,  they  might  do  with  his  body  what  they  pleased,  for 
it  was  now  of  no  use  to  him ;  and,  as  he  was  carried  out  of 
the  ship,  he  swooned,  but  revived  again,  and  desired  the 
company  to  pray  for  him.  The  general  used  him  with  the 
utmost  humanity,  and  left  nothing  unattempted  for  his  re- 
covery ;  highly  respecting,  or  rather  admiring,  the  wonder- 
ful and  unconquerable  resolution  in  so  rare  a  spectacle  of 
consummate  and  approved  intrepidity,  who  could  make 
such  renstance  for  so  long  time,  and  such  havock  upon 
such  an  armada,  with  a  single  ship  and  so  few  men.  Sir 
Richard  lingered  two  or  three  days,  and  then  died  aboard 
the  general,  who  greatly  bewailed  his  lossS;  but  the  Re- 


t  The  same  Dotcb  notfaor,  tboagh 
lie  mistekee  in  icnne  particolan,  u 
making  this  engagemeot  to  heTe  hap- 
pened a  foftnlgbt  UtWf  &c.  yet  agrees 
with  sir  Walter  Ralegh  that  sir  Ri- 
chard  made  a  wonderfol  opposition ; 
for  he  mentions  '*  no  less  tiian  seven 
"  or  eight  ships  boarding  the  Re- 
*'  Tenge;  that  she  resisted  them  at 
*•  least  twdre  hoon ;  that  the  Span- 
"  iards  lost  above  400  men  in  the 
"  fight;  and  that  when  sir  Richard 
**  waa  conveyed  into  the  Spanish  ad- 
««  miral's  ship  the  St.  Paol,  aU  the 
"  captains  were  astonished  at  his 
"  stoat  and  conrageons  heart ;  for  be 
'*  shewed  no  sign  of  fMntoess,  uor 


*'  change  of  colour ;  but,  feeling  the 
««  hour  of  death  approach,  said  in  the 
*'  Spanish  tongue,  *  Here  die  I,  Ri- 
«  chard  Grenvill,  with  a  jovfnl  and 
**  quiet  mind,  having  ended  my  life 
**  like  a  true  soldier  tiiat  has  fought 
*<  for  liis  country,  queen,  religion, 
<  *  and  honour,  ficc.* "  He  gives  us  fiir- 
tfaer,  as  an  instance  of  his  bravery, 
'*  that  while  he  continued  amongst 
**  the  Spanish  captains,  and  they 
'*  were  at  dinner  or  supper  with  him, 
'*  he  would  carouse  three  or  fear 
<*  glasses  of  wine,  and  take  the  glasses 
*•  between  his  teeth,  and  crush  tiiem 
"  in  pieces,  and  swallow  thtm  down ; 
**  so  that  often  the  blood  would  rou 
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TeDge,  with  two  hundred  Spaniards  in  her,  being  overtaken 
by  the  storms  aforesaid,  was  sunk  with  the  others  above 
mentioned,  at  St.  MichaePd  Island.  In  this  manner  did 
they  honour  the  burial  of  that  renowned  ship ;  and  thus 
did  she  to  the  last  make  good  her  name  upon  them. 

Thus  have  we  gathered  from  sir  Walter  Ralegh  what  is 
here  most  material  of  this  extraordinary  action ;  but  when 
he  further  observes  the  generaPs  former  promise  was  not 
performed,  of  setting  the  prisoners  at  liberty ;  so  that  they 
petitioned  to  be  landed  upon  the  islands,  hoping  to  be  thence 
transported  into  England:  and  also  the  endeavours  that 
were  made  to  corrupt  their  loyalty,  by  Morrice  Fitz-John, 
(son  of  old  John  of  Desmond  before  mentioned,)  who  sent 
to  the  English  from  ship  to  ship,  persuading  them  to  serve 
the  king  of  Spain,  through  the  motives  of  trebling  their 
pay,  advancing  their  condition,  and  improving  their  faith  to 
the  safety  of  their  souls,  he  is  moved  to  make  some  sharp 
and  lively  reflections  upon  these  topics ;  on  the  last  whereof 
Hit  icflec-  he  expresses  himself  in  this  manner.  '^  For  matter  of  reli- 
tbeSpaniih  '*  gi<>ii9  ^^  would  require  a  particular  volume  to  set  down 
prrtenctt  of  c<  ]^q^  irreligiously  they  cover  their  greedy  and  ambitious 
^*  practices  with  that  veil  of  piety :  for,  sure  I  am,  there  is 
*'  no  kingdom  or  commonwealth  in  all  Europe,  but  if  re- 
^  formed,  they  invade  it  for  religion  sake :  if  it  be,  as  they 
<<  term,  catholic,  they  pretend  title ;  as  if  the  kings  of 
<<  Castile  were  the  natural  h^rs  of  all  the  world :  and  so, 
**  between  both,  no  kingdom  is  unsought.  Where  they 
'*  dare  not  with  their  own  forces  invade,  they  basely  enter- 
<<  tain  the  traitors  and  vagabonds  of  all  nations ;  seeking  by 
**  those  and  their  renegade  Jesuits  to  win  parts;  and  have 
'*  by  that  means  ruined  many  noble  houses  and  others  in 


"  ootof  hit  mouth,  witboot  any  other 
*'  harm  to  him."  Which  I  cau  be- 
lieve without  fcmple,  haring  seen  an 
oAoer  of  the  army  in  a  frolic  do  the 
likt*  and  awallow  the  glan  he  had 
drank  in,  all  bat  the  aclid  stem,  or 
that  part  which  ia  not  mandible ;  but 
more  cantiooaly  than  air  Richard 
to  hare  performed  it,  for  he 


drew  not  a  drop  of  blood  from  any 
part  of  bis  mouth.  As  for  Grenvill's 
pedigree,  it  may  be  seen  in  the  late 
Coliectionof  English  Baronets,  i  amo. 
1 7s8 ;  but  the  memorials  that  are  at- 
tempted of  him  in  H.  Holland,  Fnl- 
ler,  and  Prince,  are  far  short  of  his 
aetions  and  deserts. 


it 
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this  land,  and  have  extinguished  both  their  lives  and  fa- 
milies.    What  good,  honour,  or  fortune,  ever  man  yet 
by  them  achieved,  is  yet  unheard  of,  or  unwritten.     And 
if  our  En^ish  papists  do  but  k)ok  into  Portugal,  i^gainst 
which  they  have  no  pretence  of  religion ;  how  the  no- 
bility are  put  to  death,  imprisoned ;  their  rich  men  made 
'*  a  prey,  and  all  sorts  of  people  captived ;  they  shall  find 
**  that  the  obedience  even  of  the  Turk  is  easy,  and  a  liberty, 
in  respect  of  the  slavery  and  tyranny  of  Spain.     What 
have  they  done  in  Sicily,  Naples,  Milan,  and  the  Low 
'^  Countries  ?  Who  hath  there  been  spared  for  religion  at 
**  all  ?  And  it  cometh  to  my  remembrance  of  a  certain 
burgher  of  Antwerp,  whose  house  being  entered  by  a 
company  of  Spanish  soldiers,  when  they  first  sacked  the 
city,  he  besought  them  to  spare  him  and  his  goods,  being 
a  good  cathoHc,  and  one  of  their  own  party.    The  Span- 
iards answered,  *  They  knew  him  to  be  of  a  good  con- 
**  science  for  himself;  but  his  money,  plate,  jewels^  and 
goods  were  all  heretical ;  and  therefore  lawful  prize.'*    So 
they  abused  and  tormented  the  foolish   Fleming,  who 
hoped  that  an  Agnus  Dei  had  been  a  sufficient  target 
against  all  force  of  that  holy  and  charitable  nation.    Nei- 
ther have  they  at  any  time,  as  they  protest,  invaded  the 
^*  Indies  or  Peru,  but  rather  to  reduce  the  people  to  Chris- 
tianity, than  ather  for  gold  or  empire ;  whereas  in  one 
only  island,  called  Hispaniola,  they  have  wasted  three 
millions  of  the  natural  people,  besides  many  millions  else 
in  other  places  of  the  Indies :  a  poor  and  harmless  people, 
created  of  Grod,  and  might  have  been  won  t6  his  know- 
ledge, as  many  of  them  were,  and  almost  as  many  as  ever 
'^  were  persuaded  thereunto.    The  story  whereof  is  at  large 
^'  written  by  a  bishop  of  their  own  nation,  called  Bartho- 
^<  lomew  de  las  Casas,  and  translated   into  English  and 
many  other  languages,  entitled.  The  Spanish  Cruelties. 
Who  would  therefore  repose  trust  in  such  a  nation  of 
ravenous  strangers;  and  especially  in  those  Spaniards, 
who  more  greedily  thirst  after  English  blood,  than  after 
"  the  lives  of  any  other  people  in  Europe  ?  For  the  many 
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**  overthrows  and  dishonours  they  have  received  at  our 
**  hands,  whose  weakness  we  have  discovered  to  the  world, 
^<  and  whose  forces  at  home,  abroad,  in  Europe,  in  India, 
^*  by  sea  and  land,  we  have,  even  with  handfuls  of  men  and 
**  ships,  overthrown  and  dishonoured.  Let  not  therefore  any 
**  Englishman,  of  what  reli^on  soever,  have  other  opinion 
"  of  the  Spaniard,  but  that  those  whom  he  seeketh  to  win 
*^  in  our  nation  he  esteemeth  base  and  traitorous,  unworthy 
*^  persons,  or  unconstant  fools  :  and  that  he  useth  his  pre- 
"  tence  of  religion  for  no  other  purpose,  but  to  bewitch  us 
*^  from  the  obedience  of  our  natural  prince ;  thereby  hoping 
^*  in  time  to  bring  us  to  slavery  and  subjection.  And  then 
*^  none  shall  be  unto  them  so  odious  and  disdained  as  the 
**  traitors  themselves,  who  have  sold  their  country  to  a 
^^  stranger,  and  forsaken  their  faith  and  obedience,  contrary 
*^  to  nature  and  religion ;  and  even  contrary  to  that  human 
^^  and  general  humour,  not  only  of  Christians,  but  of  heathen 
*^  and  irreligious  nations,  who  have  always  sustained  what 
*'  labour  soever,  and  embraced  even  death  itself,  for  their 
V  country,  prince,  or  commonwealth.  To  conclude :  it  hath 
*'  ever  to  this  day  pleased  Grod  to  prosper  and  defend  her 
*'  majesty,  to  break  the  purposes  of  malicious  enemies,  of 
**  forsworn  traitors,  and  of  unjust  practices  and  invasions. 
*^  She  hath  ever  been  honoured  of  the  worthiest  kings ; 
^<  served  by  faithful  subjects ;  and  shall,  by  the  favour  of 
*'  Grod,  resist,  repel,  and  confound  all  whatsoever  attempts 
'<  against  her  sacred  person  or  kingdom.  In  the  mean 
*'  time,  let  the  Spaniards  and  traitors  vaunt  of  their  suc- 
«  cess;  and  we  her  true  and  obedient  vassals,  guided  by  the 
<*  shining  light  of  her  virtues,  shall  always  love  her,  serve 
^  her,  and  obey  her  to  the  end  of  our  lives  ^.'^ 

Ralegh  had  no  sooner  done  with  his  pen,  but  he  took  up 
anus  against  the  Spaniards,  intending  to  seek  reparation  of 
them  for  the  losses  aforesaid.    He  had  formed  an  enterprise 

k  See  a  report  of  tbe  tmth  of  the  an  armada  of  the  king  of  Spain : 

fight  about  tbe  isles  of  Azores,  tbb  410.1591.  reprinted,  fol.  in  HaUayt, 

Iwt  summer,  betwixt  the  ReTenge,  vol.  a.  1599.  P^^  '•  P- 1^*  where  it 

one  of   her  maiesty's  ships,  com-  is  said  to  be  penned  by  the  honour- 

raanded  by  sir  Richard  Grenrill,  and  able  sir  Walter  Ralegh. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH. 


151 


upon  Panama,  with  a  design  also  of  meeting  the  Spanish 
Plate-fleet ;  was  at  great  expense  in  fitting  out  a  maritime 
force  for  that  purpose,  and  used  his  utmost  interest  and  di- 
ligence to  engage  many  worthy  friends  in  the  adventure. 
The  scheme  he  laid  down  appeared  so  feasible  to  her  ma- 
jesty, having  provided  no  less  than  thirteen  ships  of  his  own 
and  his  associates,  all  well  manned,  and  plentifully  furnished 
with  arms,  provisions,  and  all  other  necessaries,  that  she 
added  to  them  two  of  her  own  men  of  war,  named  the  Gar- 
land and  Foresight;  and  gave  him  a  commission,  consti- 
tuting him  general  of  the  fleet  K  The  honour  of  lieutenant-  Oeneni  of 
general  was  given  to  sir  John  Burgh,  a  gentleman  alto-uoato  ~ 
gether  worthy  of  the  command.  And  indeed  all  his  cwi- '*'"*•"'• 
sorts,  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors,  were  men  of  notable  re- 
solution ;  such  as  had  given  sufficient  proof  of  their  valour 
in  divers  services ;  and,  to  give  them  their  right,  says  my 
author,  so  well  qualified  in  courage,  experience,  and  discre- 
tion, that  the  greatest  prince  might  repute  himself  happy  to 
be  served  by  the  like.  With  these  ships  thus  equipped, 
Ralegh  departed  in  February,  the  year  aforesaid,  to  the 
west  of  England,  there  to  store  himself  with  such  further 
conveniences  as  he  thought  he  should  need ;  but  the  westerly 
winds  blowing  for  a  long  time  contrary  to  his  course,  bound 
him  to  keep  harbour  so  many  weeks,  that  the  fittest  season  for 
his  purpose  was  expired,  and  much  of  his  provisions  con- 
sumed. The  queen,  understanding  how  unluckily  he  was 
detained,  it  being  the  sixth  of  May  following,  that  is,  in  the 
year  1592,  before  Ralegh  could  put  to  sea,  she  sent  sir 
Martin  Frobisher  after  him,  who  overtook  him  the  very 
next  day,  with  letters  of  revocation.  But  Ralegh  finding  Recalled, 
his  honour  so  far  engaged  in  the  undertaking  of  this  voyage,  ; 


*  Sir  William  Monaon,  in  bis  Naval 
Tracta,  observes  npon  tbis  enterprise, 
«  tbat  sir  Walter  Ralegli,  wbo  bad 
**  tasted  abundantly  of  the  queen's 
"  lore,  finding  it  now  begin  to  de- 
"  dine,  resolved  to  undertake  an  ez- 
'*  pedition  to  sea;  and  engaged  ae- 
"  Teral  of  bis  friends,  of  great  qu»- 
**  Ittf,  to  be  ooneerned  with  biin." 


It  is  pity  bat  tbis  antlior  bad  satfah 
fied  ns  more  expressly  abont  tiiat  de- 
clennoo  of  the  queen's  love.  For,  I 
tbink,  tbat  ber  lending  Ralegb  bar 
sbips  of  war,  and  tbe  bononrable 
commission  sbe  gave  bim,  to  be  ge- 
neral in  tbis  expedition,  teem  rttfier 
to  contradict,  than  any  wayi  ecmflnn 
that  inainiMition. 
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that,  without  proceeding,  he  saw  no  remedy  either  to  salve 
his  reputation,  or  satisfy  his  friends,  who  had  contnbuted  so 
largely  to  this  adventure;  and  interpreting  the  queen'^s 
letters,  as  if  her  commands  had  been  propounded  in  terms 
ci  latitude,  either  to  advance  or  retire  at  his  own  discretion, 
would  by  no  means  consent  to  leave  the  fleet,  now  under 
sail.  So  he  continued  his  course  upon  the  seas,  till  he  met 
with  a  ship  belonging  to  monsieur  Grourdon,  governor  of 
Calais,  in  which  was  one  Mr.  Nevel  Davies,  who  was  re- 
turned from  a  twelve  years  captivity  in  Spain,  and  who 
assured  him,  there  was  little  hopes  of  any  success  this  year 
in  the  West  Indies ;  for  the  king  of  Spain  had  sent  express 
orders  t6  all  the  ports,  both  of  the  islands  and  Terra  Firma, 
that  no  ships  should  stir  that  year,  nor  any  treasure  be  laid 
aboard  for  Spain.  But  neither  this  disagreeable  news  nor 
the  other  discouragements  could  deter  him  from  proceed- 
ing; till  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  when  he  was  off  Cape 
Finis^r,  a  most  raging  tempest  ari^ng,  so  scattered  the 
greater  part  of  the  fleet,  and  sunk  his  boats  and  pinnaces. 
In  a  dao.  that,  as  the  rest  were  driven  and  divided,  Ral^h  himself, 
^^^  in  the  Garland,  was  in  great  danger  of  being  swallowed  up 
in  the  sea.  Hereupon,  considering  the  season  was  too  far 
gone  for  his  enterprise  upon  Panama,  and  his  victuals  too 
much  consumed ;  that  the  same  consumption  might  further 
disable  him  from  lying  upon  the  Spanish  coast,  or  at  the 
islands,  to  meet  with  the  Indian  fleet,  for  which  he  had  re- 
ceived  such  little  encouragement  to  wait,  Ralegh  made  a 
division  of  his  fleet  into  two  squadrons,  committing  one 
under  the  charge  of  sir  John  Burgh,  and  the  other  to  sir 
Hit  iaftiQe>  Martin  Frobisher ;  and  gave  his  instructions  for  sir  Martin, 

tioM  to  nil  "i^^ij-i 

aert,  w*  the  Garland,  with  captain  George  Gifford,  captain  Henry 

Thynne,  captam  Grenvill,  and  others,  to  lie  off  the  south 
aqpe,  to  terrify  and  keep  the  Spaniards  on  their  own  coast ; 
while  sir  John  Buigh,  with  captain  Robert  Cross,  Thom- 
son,  and  others,  should  lie  at  the  Azores  for  the  caracks 
from  India.  The  success  -of  these  directions  was  answer- 
able  to  the  excdient  judgment  that  contrived  them.  For 
the  Spanish  admiral,  receiving  intelligence  that  the  English 
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fleet  wu  cmuiiig  upon  tlieir  coast,  gathered  all  fais  lumil 
power  to  watch  Frolnsher,  and  defend  the  southern  part* 
of  Spain ;  while  the  caracks,  unguarded,  were  left  a  ftey 
to  mx  John  Burgh.  Before  the  fleet  separated,  thej  met  on 
the  Spanish  coast  with  a  great  Biscayan,  called  Sancta 
Clara,  a  ship  of  six  hundred  too ;  which,  after  a  fight  Sot 
some  time,  they  mastered,  and  found  fraghted  with  all  A  pi 
sorts  of  little  iroo-woi^,  valued  by  the  Englitli  at  six 
or  seven  thousand  pounds;  but  of  treble  the  value  to 
the  Spaniards.  This,  having  cleared,  they  sent  fo  Ei^ 
land.  Then  sir  John  Bui^h,  in  a  ship  of  tar  Walter  Ba> 
1^'s,  named  the  Boebuck,  coasting  along  towards  tha 
south  cape  of  Sl  Vincent,  and  by  the  way  spying  a  sail} 
gave  her  thoMe ;  whidi  being  a  fiyboat  and  good  sailer,  diew 
him  far  southward  before  he  could  ietch  ber ;  at  last  Ae 
Game  under  his  lee,  and  struck  sul.  The  master  confessed 
a  great  fleet  was  prepared  at  St.  Lucar  and  Cadiz ;  for  the 
rumour  of  Ralph's  putting  out  strong  for  the  West  Indies 
had  80  alarmed  the  king  of  Spain,  that  he  raised  this  fleet 
to  oppose  and  encounter  him ;  thou^  looking  for  the  arri- 
val <^  his  East-India  caracks,  he  first  entered  those  ^ips 
to  oonvoy  them  from  the  Asores ;  but  persuading  Hims^, 
if  Ralegh's  fleet  did  make  for  the  West  In^es,  that  then 
the  islands  would  be  infested  only  by  some  small  men  of 
war,  which  the  caracks  of  themselves  would  be  able  to  oape 
with,  his  order  was  to  don  AljAonso  de  Ba9an  to  pursue 
Ralegh's  fleet  and  engage  him,  what  course  soever  he  held : 
and  the  English  soon  found  this  information  true.  For  ar 
John  Bui^h,  not  lung  after  his  having  taken  that  flyboat, 
as  he  returned  to  his  company,  descried  the  Spanish  fleet  to 
seaward  of  him;  which  having  likewise  discovered  him, 
made  fiill  account  to  bring  him  into  the  Spanish  harbour ; 
but  he  dexterously  escaped  them,  and  shaped  his  course  to' 
the  Azores,  according  to  Ralegh's  directions.  Here  betook 
several  small  caravels;  but  learnt  Uttle  intelligence  tram 
tham.  Arriving  at  Flores  on  the  Slst  of  June,  and  makii^ 
to  the  shore  of  a  village  there,  called  Santa  Cms,  he  ftwmd 
them  an  in  anns ;  but,  sbewk^  signs  of  amity  by  a  white 
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flag,  he  was  accommodated  by  the  inhabitants  with  whatever 
he  wanted.  Here  he  learnt  news  of  the  East-Indian  ca- 
racks,  on&  whereof  had  lately  passed  by  for  Lisbon,  and 
that  four  more  were  behind.  He  made  after,  and  soon  dis- 
covered the  foremoist,  nanjed  the  Santa  Cruz ;  which  was 
pressed  so  close  upon  by  the  English,  that  she  fired  herself; 
but  they  took,  besides  some  spoil,  certmn  prisoners  out  of 
her,  who  confessed,  that  within  fifteen  days  three  other 
greater  caracks  would  arrive  at  the  same  island.  Sir  John, 
having  taken  counsel  with  his  oflBcers,  departed  six  or  seven 
leagues  to  the  west  of  Flores, causing  the  ships  in  his  com- 
pany to  spread  themselves  north  and  south  two  leagues  dis- 
tant from  each  other,  by  which  extension  they  could  discover 
two  whole  degrees.  Thus  they  lay  till  the  third  of  Au- 
gust, when  captmn  Thomson  first  saw  that  prodigious  great 
carack,  called  the  Madre  de  DioSy  or  Mother  of  God,  one 
of  the  greatest  burden  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Portugal. 
Captain  Thomson  first  attacked  her,  but  with  the  loss  of 
several  men ;  then  sir  John  Burgh,  in  the  Roebuck  afore- 
said, entangled  her ;  and  sir  Robert  Cross  fastened  himself 
to  her  at  the  same  instant:  but  sir  John  was  forced  to 
disengage  a  while,  for  fear  of  sinking,  being  shot  under 
water.  At  last  Cross  fell  athwart  her  all  alone,  prevented 
her  running  ashore  to  fire  herself,  as  the  other  had  done, 
and  gave  the  rest  time  to  come  up  to  his  succour ;  which, 
after  he  had  fought  with  her  three  hours,  he  received  by 
the  lord  Cumberland'^s  ships :  and  then,  having  made  a  great 
slaughter  of  the  Spaniards,  they  boarded  and  possessed 
themselves  of  her  with  little  difficulty. 
AnotiMrof  This  prize  was  reckoned  the  greatest  and  richest  that 
gn§x  TBloe.  ^^^j.  j^  jj^^  brought  into  England ;  and  when  the  news 

of  her  being  taken  arrived,  Ralegh  was  no  less  diligent  to 
have  her  safely  conducted  home,  than  the  officers  aforesaid 
bad  been  in  the  taking  of  her.  For,  after  consultation  with 
sir  John  Hawkins,  his  chief  partner  in  this  enterprise,  they 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  lord  admiral,  in  these  words ;  **  Our 
*^  very  good  lord,  we  have  conferred  together  about  the 
'*  East-Indian  ship  to  be  brought  to  Plymouth  by  sir  John 
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Bui^gh ;  and,  in  our  opinions,  she  can  be  no  less  worth 
than  five  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  being  a  ship  oS  so 
great  burden,  and  laden  with  so  rich  commodities  as  ap- 
peareth  she  is:  wherefore  we  have  conudered,  that  the 
Spanish  men  of  war,  lying  upon  the  coast  of  Bretagne, 
hearing  of  so  great  a  prize  taken  from  the  king,  or  the 
*^  merchants  of  'the  country,  and  envying  that  such  a  be- 
^*  nefit  should  grow  to  us,  to  their  hinderance  and  disho- 
nour, will  endeavour  by  all  possible  means,  being  distant 
but  a  day  or  night^s  sailing,  either  to  recover  the  ship 
again,  or  to  bum  her  and  all  her  lading,  rather  than  she 
^^  shall  be  delivered  here ;  seeing  that  the  places  of  defence 
**  where  the  ship  may  remain  are  not  able  to  reast  their 
'^  power :  in  our  opinion  therefore  we  think  fit,  and  do  pray 
your  lordship,  that  the  three  ships  of  her  majesty^s  which 
are  appointed  to  keep  the  narrow  seas,  may,  by  your 
lordship^s  letter  and  directions,  be  appointed  to  go  west- 
<<  ward,  and  there  to  guard  the  Indian  ship  for  a  time, 
'*  until  the  Garland  and  some  of  the  same  fleet  be  re- 
*^  turned,  whose  arrival  cannot  be  any  long  time  expected; 
or  till  some  order  may  be  taken  for  the  unlading  or  keep- 
ing of  her  otherwise;  which  we  pray  your  lordship 
may  be  done  with  some  expedition.  And  so  we  humbly 
**  take  our  leave,  this  27th  of  August  1592.  Your  lord- 
^'  ship^s  humbly  at  commandment,  W.  Ralegh,  (and  under- 
^^  neath)  John  Hawkins  K'^  By  this  means  probably  such 
care  was  taken,  that  this  mighty  ship  was  brought  safe  into 
Dartmouth  on  the  7th  of  September  following,  where  it 
daily  drew  vast  numbers  of  spectators  from  all  parts  to  ad- 
mire at  the  hugeness  of  it,  being  far  beyond  the  model  of 
the  biggest  shipping  then  known  among  us  either  for  war  or 
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^  Tbii,  from  the  origina],  amoDg 
the  inestiiDable  treasures  in  the  Har- 
leian  library;  though  written  nei> 
tber  by  Ralegh  nor  Hawkins,  but  per- 
haps by  some  secretary,  or  other  per- 
son bdonging  to  one  of  them ;  for  it 
is  signed  by  their  own  hands,  as 
above.    It  has  also  a  seal  (on  soft 


yellow  wax)  of  Ralegh's  coat  of  •mw 
(hereafter  mentioned)  in  a  trlaagvlar 
escutcheon  ;  but  the  crest  (a  stag,  or 
other  like  horned  animal)  is  difliire&t 
from  what  be  afterwards  bore,  at 
will  be  also  observed  in  the  sequel 
of  this  work. 
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burden  ^  But  as  to  the  lading,  though  sir  John  Burgh  did 
prudently  seize  upon  the  whole  to  her  majesty^s  use,  to  pre- 
vent all  licentious  spoil,  whereby  the  treasure  brought 
home  was  sufficient  to  recompense  the  adventurers^  cost 
and  the  sailors^  peril,  however  the  dividends  are  not  known, 
more  than  that  her  majesty  had  the  largest  share ;  and 
though,  through  the  varieties  thereof,  our  nation  was  let  into 
the  discovery  of  those  merchandises,  whereof  we  had  be- 
fore but  an  imperfect  knowledge ;  yet  the  whole  cargo, 
when  it  came  to  be  landed  and  valued  in  England,  fell  short 
above  two-thirds  of  the  computation  which  had  been  made 
by  Ralegh  and  Hawkins,  as  above  ^.  For  it  seems  there 
were  a  large  quantity  of  jewels,  and  of  great  value,  which 
were  never  brought  to  light ;  and  so  much  of  her  other 
goods  was  also  purloined  by  the  sailors,  soldiers,  and  offi- 


'  This  carack  was  in  burden  no 
than  1600  ton,  whereof  900  were 
merchandise :  she  carried  thirty-two 
pieces  of  brass  ordnance,  and  between 
six  and  seren  hundred  passengers; 
was  bailt  with  decks  seven  story,  one 
main  orlop,  three  dose  decks,  one 
fimcastie,  and  a  spare  deck  of  two 
floors  apiece.  According  to  the  ob- 
■errations  of  Mr.  Robert  Adams,  an 
txceUent  geometrician,  she  was  in 
length  from  the  beak-head  to  the 
sleni  165  foot;  in  breadth  near  47 
foot ;  the  length  of  her  keel  100  foot ; 
of  tiie  mainmast  lai  foot;  its  cir- 
coil  at  the  partners  near  1 1  foot,  and 
her  mainyard  106  foot. 

*  As  to  her  lading,  according  to 
the  catalogue  taken  at  Leadenhall 
the  15th  of  September  this  year,  the 
principal  wares  consisted  of  spices, 
irogs,  silks,  calicoes,  carpets,  quilts, 
doth  of  the  rind  of  trees,  ivory,  por- 
eelaia,  or  china  ware,  ebony;  be- 
sides pearl,  musk,  dvet,  and  amber- 
gris ;  with  many  other  commodities 
of  inferior  value.  The  cargason 
ftrdgfated  ten  of  our  ships  for  Lon- 
don,  and  was,  by  moderate  compu- 
tation, valued  at  150,000/.  sterlinff. 
See  a  tme  report  of  the  honourable 
•ervice  at  sea,  performed  by  sir  John 
Bnrrough,  lieutenant-general  of  the 
fleet,  prepared  by  the  honourable  sir 


Walter  Ralegh,  lord*warden,  &c.  in 
Hakluyt,  vol.  a.  part  a.  page  194. 
There  was  also  printed  another  ac- 
count of  this  great  ship,  while  it  lay 
in  the  port  aforesaid,  in  quarto,  under 
tlus  title.  The  Seaman's  Triumph; 
declaring  the  honourable  actions  of 
such  gentlemen,  captains,  &c.  as  were 
at  the  taking  of  the  great  carack 
lately  brought  to  Dartmouth,  with 
her  burden  and  commodities :  also 
the  manner  of  the  fight  with  and 
burning  of  another  at  the  Isle  of 
Flowers,  of  the  burden  of  900  ton, 
written  for  truth,  to  a  gentleman  of 
great  worship  in  London.  This  gen- 
Ueman,  though  his  name  is  not  pre- 
fixed to  the  dedication,  was  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh,  as  may  plaij)ly  appear  to 
those  who  have  read  it,  and  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  this  ac- 
tion. 1  i\ever  saw  but  one  of  these 
pamphlets,  which  is  iu  the  possession 
of  a  nobleman,  curious  in  collections 
of  this  kind ;  and  remember  to  have 
read  in  it,  that  some  jars  of  dvet 
were,  through  unadvisedness  of  the 
sailors,  thrown  overboard ;  they  not 
knowing  what  it  was.  But  in  the 
whole,  &is  tract,  as  I  remember,  ia 
not  80  particular  and  accurately 
written,  as  that  account  in  Hakluyt 
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cers,  that  at  her  arrival  in  England,  she  drew  five  foot  lesB 
water  than  she  did  when  she  was  first  freighted  at  Cochin 
in  the  East  Indies.  And  indeed  the  sailors  themselves, 
whom  neither  order,  oath,  nor  proclamation  could  restrain, 
bcddly  confessed,  ^^  They  had  rather  trust  their  souls  to  a 
<<  merciful  God  by  peijury,  than  their  fortunes  to  the  hands 
**  of  unmerciful  men  »." 

The  latter  end  of  this  year,  and  beginning  of  next,  we 
meet  with  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  the  parUament-house,  Id  pariin. 
whether  returned  for  a  county  or  a  borough,  and  for  which,  ™*°*' 
does  not  at  present  particularly  occur ;  but  much  engaged 
we  find  him  there  throughout  this  short  sesmon^',  among 
the  ablest  heads  both  in  committees,  and  as  a  public  speaker. 
A  late  author  of  his  life  observes,  ^'  that  his  speeches  were  Hit  cha- 
**  full  of  reason  and  eloquence,  no  man  in  his  days  being  ^^'^J!^  ^ 
«  more  a  master  of  language  than  himself  P;*"  and  matter 
too,  he  might  have  added;  none  more  satisfactorily  con- 
firming his  arguments  with  facts  and  experience  than  he  did, 
even  in  his  unpremeditated  speeches,  no  less  than  in  the 
more  deliberate  compositions  of  his  pen ;  so  full  of  observa- 
tion, he  was  upon  all  times  and  countries,  and  so  readily  he 
could  apply  it  upon  all  occasions;  which  now  won  him 
great  regard,  as  a  speaker  in  the  house,  and  afterwards  as 
an  author,  to  the  whole  world.  Soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  8essi(»),  we  find  him  upon  the  committee  for  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  members,  to  examine  and  make  report 
of  all  such  cases  touching  the  elections  and  returns  of  any 
the  knights,  citizens,  burgesses,  or  barons  of  the  house,  as 
should  arise  during  the  said  session  of  parliament :  also  in 
another  against  popish  recusants.  And  when  the  biUJbr 
certain  subsidies  to  be  granted  her  majesty  was  in  debate, 
and  some  members  were  for  having  it  expressly  distinguished 
in  the  bill,  that  the  said  subsidies  should  be  for  maintaining 
a  war  impulsive  and  defensive  against  the  Spaniard,  that  the 
conquests  we  made  over  them  might  be  legal  and  warrant- 

"  Camden's  Anoals,  1592.  v  The  Life  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in 

*  It  begun  Feb.  19,  1593.  and  was     Lirea  English  and  Foreign,  vol.  i. 
disidlTed  April  9,  1593.  p,95. 
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able ;  mr  Walter  Ralegh  seconded  those  speeches,  and  said, 
Arxnes  for  «<  He  knew  many,  who  held  it  not  lawful  in  conscience,  as 
open  wsr     '^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  prizes  from  the  Spaniard ;  and  he 
H^Mt  the  «  knew,  that  if  it  might  be  lawful  and  open  war,  there 
'^  would   be   more   voluntary  hands  to  fight  against   the 
^*  Spaniard  than  the  queen  should  stand  in  need  of  to  send 
'*  to  sea.^    Accordingly  he  was  appointed  of  the  committee 
for  drawing  the  articles  and  preamble  of  the  said  bill<). 
Further,  when  the  necessity  of  the  said  subsidy  came  to  be 
HU  speech  enforced,  Ralegh  spake  for  it,  ^'  not  only  (as  he  protested) 
•tdy min^*  **  ^^  please  the  queen,  to  whom  he  was  infinitely  bound  above 
the  Spa-     <<  his  deserts ;  but  for  the  necessity  he  both  saw  and  knew.*^ 
He  very  well  discovered  the  great  strength  of  the  king  of 
Spain ;  and,  to  shew  his  mightiness,  he  told  how  he  pos- 
sessed all  the  world ;  as  also  that  his  malice  and  ill  purpose 
was  evident  to  this  realm,  he  shewed  how  on  every  side  he 
had  beleaguered  us.     ^^  That  in  Denmark,  the  king  being 
<^  young,  had  corrupted  the  council  and  nobility ;  so  as  it 
'^  was  very  likdy  he  would  speed  himself  of  shipping  from 
^'  thence.     In  the  marine  towns  of  the  Low  Countries,  and 
^'  in  Norway,  he  laid  in  great  store  of  shipping.    In  France, 
^*  he  had  the  parliament-towns  at  his  command ;  in  Britany, 
^<  he  had  all  the  best  havens ;  and  in  Scotland  had  so  cor- 
'*  rupted  the  nobility,  that  he  had  promised  them  forces  to 
assist  the  papists ;  that  they  were  ready  to  join  with  any 
foreign  forces  that  would  make  them  strong,  to  be  by 
^'  themselves  and  reast  others ;  for,  as  he  thought,  there 
**  were  not  six  gendemen  of  that  country  of  one  religion. 
'<  In  his  own  country,  there  is  all  posable  preparing ;  and 
'<  he  is  coming  with  sixty  galleys,  besides  other  shipping, 
'<  with  purpose  to  annoy  us.     We  must  then  have  no  ships, 
'^  if  he  invade  us,  riding  at  anchor ;  all  will  be  little  enough 
*^  to  withstand  him.     At  his  coming,  he  fully  resolveth  to 
get  Plymouth,  or  at  least  to  possess  some  of  the  havens 
this  summer  within  our  land ;  and  Plymouth  is  a  place  of 
most  danger,  for  no  ordnance  can  be  carried  thither  to  re- 


<  sir  Simon  D'Rww'  Journal  of  qncen  Rlir4ibeth*K  Parliainent!!,  fol.  1 708. 
p.  478. 
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*<  move  him^  the  passages  will  not  give  leave.  Now  the 
way  to  defeat  him,  is  to  send  a  royal  army  to  supplant 
him  in  Britany,  and  to  possess  ourselves  there;  and  to 
send  a  strong  navy  to  sea,  and  to  lie  upon  the  Cape  and 
at  Lambuck ;  to  which  places  come  all  his  ships  with 
**  riches  finom  all  parts,  and  then  they  may  set  upon  all  that 
<'  come.  This  we  are  able  to  do,  and  undoubtedly  with 
<^  fortunate  success,  if  we  undertake  it  '.'*'  But  some  divi- 
sion arifling  upon  the  question  how  they  should  make  the 
motion  for  this  supply  to  the  lords,  Ralegh  made  so  judi- 
cious a  distinction  of  the  cause  thereof,  and  so  clearly  de- 
monstrated the  erroneous  manner  in  which  it  had  been  pro- 
pounded, that  it  appears  plainly,  the  successful  turn  which 
followed  thereupon  was  owing  to  him  alone.  For,  said  Ra- 
l^[fa,  '^had  the  question  but  been  put,  whether  they  should 
*'  only  yield  to  a  conference  in  general  with  the  lords  ?  the 
**  house  would  not  have  been  against  it  ;'^  therefore  deared 
the  speaker  to  put  it  to  the  question,  whether  they  should 
confer  with  the  lords  generally  or  not,  without  naming  the 
subndy  ?  This  motion  was  so  well  liked,  that  Ralegh  was 
desired  by  the  house  to  repeat  it  over  again,  that  it  might 
be  better  heard  by  them  all.  Thereupon  he  said,  '<  that  as 
**  it  had  been  lately  received  in  the  negative,  he  would  not 
**  make  it  a  question  agun,  for  by  the  order  of  the  house 
*^  he  could  not  ;*"  but  propounded  it  as  a  new  question^ 
'^  Whether  the  house  would  be  pleased  to  have  a  general 
*'  conference  with  the  lords,  touching  the  great  and  immi- 
**  nent  dangers  of  the  realm  and  state,  and  the  present  ne- 
**  cessary  supply  of  treasure  to  be  provided  speedily  for  the 
**  same,  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  necessity  ?^  Being 
stated  in  this  manner,  it  was  assented  to  by  the  whole  house, 
without  one  negative  voice".  But  one  of  the  members, 
Mr.  Oliver  St.  John,  making  some  misconstruction  of  the 
vice-chamberlain''s  speech  upon  this  occasion,  sir  Walter  Rap- 
legh  further  explained  the  matter  agreed  upon  by  the  house 
to  him  in  these  words.     '^  If  we  confer  generally,  it  must 

'  Sir  Simoo  D'Ewes,  fol.  4S4.  imd     fol.  65. 
Heywood  Tovnshend's  Hist.  Coll.         •  D'Ewet' Jmmi.  fol.  4S8. 
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*'  be  of  our  dangers,  and  of  the  remedies,  which  must  be  by 
^  means;  if  of  means,  it  must  be  of  money  and  aid.  So 
**  our  conference  must  needs  be  of  subsidy,  or  rather  aid  : 
^  but  to  agree  upon  this  with  any  resolution  either  in  the 
^  matter  or  substance,  it  is  not  our  meaning  ^'"  After  this 
oonferenoe,  several  forms  of  provision  were  proposed  by 
way  of  treble  subsidies,  and  like  proportionable  fifteenths 
and  tenths,  with  other  kinds  of  benevolence :  and  many  ex- 
cellent speeches  passed  upon  that  part  of  this  important  affair. 
Sir  Thomas  Cecil  was  for  three  subsidies,  to  be  paid  in  four 
years,  and  to  be  charged  upon  men  of  ten  pounds  and  up- 
wards, to  spare  those  who  were  under.  Sir  Henry  Knivet 
alleged  the  poverty  of  our  country  against  the  re&sons  used, 
and  imputed  that  poverty  to  the  brining  in  more  foreign 
wares  than  we  vented  commodities,  whereby  our  money  was 
carried  out  of  our  country,  which  was  thus  become  like  a 
pcmd  that  was  fed  with  a  spring,  but  having  a  breach, 
through  which  more  passed  away  than  came  in :  thereupon 
moved  for  a  survey  to  be  taken  of  all  menu's  lands  and  goods 
in  England,  and  so  much  to  be  yearly  levied  as  might  main- 
tain the  queen^s  wars,  the  proportion  being  set  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds  yearly;  or,  if  that  was  misliked,  every 
man  on  his  word  should  deliver  in,  to  his  power,  the  profits 
of  his  lands  and  goods ;  so  a  proportion  to  be  cessed  ac- 
ooidingly.  To  him  who  argued  of  the  poverty  of  the  land, 
from  the  multitude  of  beggars,  Ralegh  gave  these  reasons  : 
^'  That  the  broken  companies  in  Normandy  and  the  Low 
'*  Countries,  who  returned  maimed  hither,  never  went  back 
'^  again  to  the  towns  from  whence  they  came :  for  a  multi- 
'^  tude  of  clothiers,  taking  their  looms  into  their  hands,  spun 
<<  their  wool  themselves ;  and  except  we  would  work  for 
them  cheaper  than  they  can  make  themselves,  they  will 
set  none  to  work.  This  engrossing  of  so  many  trades 
into  their  own  hands,  beggars  so  many  as  usually  lived  by 
'^  the  trade.*"  As  for  the  surveying  of  so  many  men^s  estates, 
he  thought  it  inconvenient.     *'  For  many,  being  esteemed 
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^*  ridier  than  they  are,  would  be  found  beggars,  and  in« 
^  Gieaae  the  opinkm  of  th^  number,  by  losing  their  credit, 
^  wfaidi  18  now  their  wealth.     He  further  reported,  of  his 
^  own  knowledge,  that  the  west  country,  since  the  parlia^ 
*^  ment  begun,  had  taken  fiom  them  the  worth  <^  four 
^  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds;  and  that  those  of 
Newcastle  lay  still  for  fear,  because  the  Bouideaux  fleet 
was  taken  this  year  by  the  enemy.    For  the  enemy  ap- 
proodiing  us,  and  being  become  our  neighbour,  our 
trades  will  decay  every  day,  and  so  our  poverty  increases. 
^  Thus  it  is  most  certain,  the  longer  we  defer  aid,  the  less 
^  aUe  we  shall  be  to  yield  it;  yet  in  the  end,  the  greater 
aid  will  be  required;   so,  sparing  them  now,  we  shall 
diaige  them  when  they  shall  be  less  able  to  bear  it :  for 
it  is  most  true,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  would  have 
^  done  the  last  year  that  which  three  will  not  now  do;  and 
^  three  will  do  this  year  that  which  six  will  not  do  here- 
*<  after  J*    In  the  conclusion,  he  agreed  to  three  subsidies ; 
in  them,  the  three  pound  men  to  be  spared ;  the  sum  which 
came  from  them  to  be  levied  upon  those  of  ten  pound  and 
upwards;  and  the  payment  to  be  speedy^.     Mr.Frands 
Bacon  assented  to  three  subsidies ;  but  not  to  the  payments 
under  six  years.    But  to  his  reasons  of  difficulty  and  danger 
in  a  speedier  levy,  which  might  hazard  a  double  peril,  by 
m^limg  it  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  a  double  payment, 
Ralegh  answered,  <<  I  see  no  reason  that  the  suspicion  of 
^'  discontentment  should  cross  the  provision  for  the  present 
'<  danger.    Hie  time  is  now  more  dangerous  than  it  was  in 
^<  eighty-'dgfat;  for  then  the  Spaniard  coming  from  Spain 
^  was  to  pass  dangerous  seas,  and  had  no  place  of  retreat  or 
^  relief,  if  he  failed :  but  now  he  has  in  Britany  great  store 
^  of  shipping;  a  landing-place  in  Scotland;  and  men  and 
^  horses  there  as  good  as  any  we  have.    But  for  the  diffi- 
«  culty  in  getting  this  subsidy,  I  think  it  seems  more  diffi- 
<<  cult  by  speaking  than  it  would  be  in  gathering  >.^    In 
the  end,  it  was  carried  agreeable  to  his  pnqpooitions;  the 
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grant  of  a  triple  subsidy  being  agreed  to,  and  of  six  fif- 
teenths and  tenths,  to  be  levied  and  paid  in  four  years,  by 
a  certain  form  which  they  had  set  down  in  articles ;  that  is 
to  say,  one  entire  subsidy,  and  two  fifteenths  and  tenths,  at 
one  pajrment  in  the  first  year ;  and  one  other  entire  sub- 
ady,  with  two  fifteenths  and  tenths,  at  another  payment  in 
the  second  year;  and  one  entire  subsidy,  and  two  fifteenths 
and  tenths,  at  two  payments  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  J. 
Soon  after,  there  was  a  bill  read  in  the  house  agaiiist 
counterfeiting  the  hande  of  counsellors  or  principal  officers  ; 
and  upon  the  second  reading,  it  was  committed  to  sir  John 
Woolley  and  mr  Walter  Balegh,  with  others.    But  after  a 
meeting  in  the  Middle  Temple  hall,  sir  John  made  report 
to  the  house,  that  himself,  and  the  residue  of  the  committee, 
upon  the  end  of  th^  examination  and  travel  therein,  did 
all  of  them  think  it  a  very  dangerous  bill,  and  not  fit,  in 
thor  opinion,  to  pass  the  house;  to  whose  con^deration 
they  further  thought  prc^per  to  leave  it.    And  because  it 
was  a  bill  which  came  from  the  lords,  they  thought  good, 
with  the  said  report  first  made,  to  deliver  the  said  bill 
again  into  this  house,  and  there  to  leave  it  as  it  is^  and  not 
otherwise.    But  the  bill  against  aliens  seUingJbreign  wares 
among  us  by  retail  produced  several  weighty  arguments 
and  speeches  in  the  house,  which  have  been  transmitted  to 
us.     These  foreigners,  it  seems,  were  Dutchmen,  who  had 
nestled  themselves  in  St.  Martin^  anciently  allowed  for  a 
sanctuary,. and  therefore  still  had  this  privilege:  here  they 
practised  spinning  and  weaving,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
complaint  of  merchants  and  regular  dealers  in  our  own  city ; 
insomuch  that  threescore  English  retailers  had  been  ruined 
by  them  since  the  last  parliament,  to  the  diminution,  be- 
sides their  own  private  substance,  of  the  queen^s  subsidy 
and  the  public  treasure  of  the  kingdom ;  twenty  thousand 
pounds  ayear  at  least  having  been  carried  out  of  the  realm 
by  them.    They  had  indeed  some  learned  counsel,  who 
pleaded  for  them  at  the  bar,  and  some  of  the  memboiv 
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spoke  in  their  behatfL  One  of  them  said^  this  bill  was 
thrust  into  the  house  by  our  mercantile  engrossers;  that 
their  b^gaiing  the  domestic  retailers  might  be  imputed  to. 
the  strangers  retailing.  But  he  was  answered  by  another 
wkh  arguments  to  prore  that  engrossing  was  sufferable 
among  meichants.  Others  again  ran  upon  die  more  uni- 
Tersal  topics  of  charity,  in  giving  shelt^  and  means  of  get- 
ting livelihood  to  poor  destitute  strangers,  who  fly  to  us  for 
rel^ion  and  leQef :  that  we  have  been  strangers,  and  al- 
lowed the  liberty  we  deny;  that  now  they  are  strangers, 
and  we  may  be  so  hereafter:  again,  that  it  was  an  honour 
for  one  country  to  be  hospitable  to  another ;  would  extend 
its  renown ;  increase  its  riches ;  strengthen  its  interest ;  and 
induce  them  to  a  mutual  return  of  favours:  lastly,  that 
their  example  is  profitable,  throu^  the  patterns  of  piety 
and  industry  they  disperse  among  us.  Other  arguments 
were  used ;  but  against  these,  Ralegh  concurred  with  those 
who  thought  that  denization  ought  not  to  circumvent  birth- 
right; and  that  to  behave  ourselves  like  citizens  to  fo- 
reigners, was  but  making  ourselves  strangers  to  our  neigh- 
bours. '*  Whereas  it  is  pretended,*^  says  he,  ^^that  for  HU  speech 
"  strangers,  it  is  against  charity,  against  honour,  against  J§^^[*^" 
**  profit,  to  expel  them ;  in  my  opinion,  it  is  no  matt^  of  taiien. 
*^  diarity  to  relieve  them.  For  first,  such  as  fly  hither 
*^  have  forsaken  their  own  king ;  and  reli^on  is  no  pretext 
*^  for  them ;  for  we  have  no  Dutchmen  here,  but  such  as 
*^  come  from  those  princes  where  the  gospel  is  preached; 
yet  here  they  live,  disliking  our  church.  For  honour;  it 
is  honour  to  use  strangers  as  we  be  used  among  strangers; 
^<  and  it  is  a  lightness  in  a  commonwealth,  yea,  a  baseness^  in 
'^  a  nation,  to  give  a  liberty  to  another  nation  which  we 
**  cannot  receive  again.  In  Antwa^),  where  our  intercourse 
'*  was  most,  we  were  never  sufiered  to  have  a  tailor  or  a 
^*  shoemaker  to  dwell.  Nay,  at  Milan,  where  there  are 
*^  three  hundred  pound  Englishmen,  they  cannot  so  much 
^<  as  have  a  barber  among  them.  And  for  profit ;  they  are 
**  all  of  the  house  of  Almoigne,  who  pay  nothing ;  yea,  eat 
^^  out  our  profits,  and  supplant  our  own  nation.     Custom 
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"  indeed  they  pay,  paying  fifteen  pence  where  we  pay 
^  twelve  pence ;  but  they  are  discharged  of  subsidies.  The 
*^  nature  of  the  Dutchman  is  to  fly  to  no  man  but  for  his 
"  profit ;  and  they  will  obey  no  man  long ;  now  under 
**  Spain ;  now  under  M ountfort ;  now  under  the  prince  of 
"  Orange ;  but  under  no  governor  long.  The  Dutchman, 
<<  by  his  policy,  hath  gotten  trading  with  all  the  world  into 
"  his  hands ;  yea,  he  is  now  entering  into  the  trade  of  Scar- 
**  borough-fishing,  and  the  fishing  of  the  Newfoundlands, 
"  which  is  the  stay  of  the  west  countries.  They  are  the 
<<  people  that  maintain  the  king  of  Spain  in  his  greatness ; 
<*  were  it  not  for  them,  he  were  never  able  to  make  out  such 
^*  armies  and  navies  by  sea ;  it  cost  her  majesty  sixteen 
^*  thousand  pounds  a  year  the  maintaining  of  these  coun- 
'^  tries ;  and  for  all  this,  they  arm  her  enemies  against  her. 
<<  Therefore  I  see  no  reason  that  such  respect  should  be 
given  to  them :  and,  to  conclude,  in  the  whole,  no  matter 
of  honour,  no  matter  of  charity,  no  profit  in  relieving 
^^  them  '.^  This  speech  we  may  meet  with  in  some  modem 
writings,  quoted  in  sir  Walter  Ralegh'^s  praise,  both  for  his 
knowledge  in  the  interest  of  his  country,  and  his  unbiassed 
affection  in  exerting  it.  As  for  the  bill,  he  was  one  to  whom 
it  was  committed,  and  who,  after  the  travels  of  the  said 
committee  upon  it,  offered  it  agun  to  the  house  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  proviso.  On  the  S7th  of  March  following,  that 
18  to  say,  in  the  year  1593,  it  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
after  many  long  speeches,  which  are  not  specified,  passed 
upon  the  question,  by  the  division  of  the  house,  with  the 
difference  of  fourscore  voices;  the  yeas  being  a  hundred 
and  nxty-two,  the  noes  eighty-two.  About  a  week  after- 
wards, there  was  a  bill  for  explaining  a  branch  in  an  act  to 
retain  the  queefCs  subjects  in  due  obedience  read,  and 
many  speedies  passed  in  the  house  before  it  was  committed, 
through  the  many  imperfections  in  the  preamble  and  body 
of  the  said  bill.  For  it  pretended  a  punishment  only  of 
the  Brownists  and  other  sectaries;   but,  alleging  nothing 
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agunst  tbem  in  particular,  contained  some  ensnaring  clauses 
that  might  comprehend  more  innocent  persons.  As  the 
speeches  before  sir  Walter  Rale^'s,  on  this  occaaon,  are 
not  rehearsed,  we  can  only  guess  at  them  by  what  is  pre- 
served of  his ;  who  said,  "  In  my  conceit,  the  Brownists  are  And  npoa 
"  worthy  to  be  rooted  out  of  a  commonwealth  * :  but  what  ^^^  tj„ 


•  lliU  MCt  wu  to  called  from  Ro- 
bert BiOwn,  MB  of  AnAoBT  Bnnrd, 
«>q.  of  TiAtAorp  in  RotUnddiire, 
■ad  gfrnndan  of  Fnaci*  Brown, 
vboa  king  Henij  VIII.  uoo  regn. 
ifl.  pririkged  bj  charter  U  wear  liu 
cap  ID  preaenee  of  lumaelf,  lui  bein, 
or  anr  nt  Ua  noble*,  and  not  to  nn- 
oorarbntatUiownpleaaare.  TUa 
Robert  atndieddiTiiutytDCBmbrid^, 
and  Tea  aoon  diicoTcred  bj  Dr.  Still, 
maater  of  Trinity  college,  to  bare 
aomewhat  extraonUaan  in  bim,  diat 
woold  proTC  ■  great  diitnrbaDce  to 
jttieditirch.  He  tnTdled  to  Zealand, 
•«d  leuroed,  aa  ve  an  told,  cod- 
Smied  in  eitor  and  ohiiiiucy,  whicb 
be  flrat  preacbed  at  Nonrich,  bddo 
1581,  and  mote  a  book  to  jaitify 
bw  doctrine,  for  wtuch  Inibop  Mireak 
of  tbat  diocoe  con&ned  bim  :  but 
being  related  to  tbe  lord  Rurghley, 
and  be  rather  imputiag  it  to  zeal 
than  malice,  iaterceded  to  bare  bim 
cbaritably  penuaded  out  of  td*  opi- 
nion*, and  releaaed.  Tbe  latter  l>«iig 
done,  be  wu  Knt  bume  in  ijSj, 
bnt  remained  incorrigible ;  wbere- 
fbre  hia  good  old  &llier  would  own 
Um  for  hii  aon  no  longer  tban  hit 
aon  owned  Ae  cborcb  of  England  for 
bia  motber;  bnt  be  tboae  ratber  to 
part  witb  hia  aged  aire  than  bi*  new 
Bdum  :  ao,  witb  Richard  Hairiion  ■ 
adioolmaater,  be  act  up  fbr  an  orator 
againat  Uibop*  and  all  ecclenaitical 
aqiboritf.  Wben  gEDtlenesi  waa 
fbond  ineffectual,  aererity  waa  ao 
long,  and  upon  so  many  occasions 
eiercia^,  that  lUt  Brown  nied  to 
boaat  be  bad  been  committed  to 
dnitT-.twa  prisons,  and  In  tome 
conld  not  ace  lus  bud  at  noon-day ) 
nt  Ad  be  to  die  bM  Mve  bia  lifit  and 
firing,  wUA  ww  Achnreb  in  Nrntb- 
•mptonabire.  TUa  (kroar  ia  con- 
ceived to  proceed  froai  die  pwwilata 
be   made  o(  emlonnll  ^^-- 


thoogb  be  oppoMd  bit  paiiiUonera 
In  judgment,  yet  agreed  in  taking 
Hewatofa— 


kindred.    He  allowed  a  aalary  for 
to    diicha^e    hia   cnre  ; 
1  hit  pari  ■  ■ 
.     _         -  ,      •«««  ii 
their  tidies.    •' 

GOntn^lable,  so  far  from  tbe  eabba- 
tarian  ttrictneaa  afterwards  enmaed 
by  aonM  of  lus  followera,  that  be 
eeemed  ratber  a  libertine  dieretn.  In 
a  word,  he  had  [aaya  my  aotbor)  a 
wife  with  whom  be  nerer  Ured,  and 
a  church  in  wUcb  be  nerer  praadwd, 
tboogh  be  recdred  the  profitt  dKm- 
of ;  and  aa  all  tbe  otber  •cenes  of 
hi*  Hie  were  atormj  and  turiialent, 
ao  was  bit  end ;  for  tbe  coostaUe  of 
his  parish  requiring  aomewbatrongldy 
tbe  payment  of  certain  rata,  hitpaa- 
■iou  mored  him  to  blows,  whovof 
complaint  being  made  to  juttiee  St. 
John,  be  rather  inclined  to  pily  than 
pnniih  lum  ;  but  Brown,  at  fair 
wordt  alto  diagnited,  ceated  not  till 
he  was  tent  to  Northampton  gaol  on 
a  bed  in  a  cart,  being  nry  infirm, 
and  aged  aboTe  rigfaty  yean  ;  whore 
toon  after  be  nckeoed  and  died  anno 
1630.  Tbra  tbe  cborcb  hiiloriant 
have  painted  out  Ibia  Hoin'>  'x't  in 
larger  dimensionB.  See  Puller,  Ac. 
Aa  for  Brown'a  teneta,  tt  ia  aatd  one 
Bulton  first  broached  them  amoagna, 
and  that  tbqr  are  only  rertred  fton 
the  ancient  Donatiats;  but  tboae  wtM 
think  it  worth  while  to  bonl  more 
diitioctty  after  tbem,  may  read  Dr. 
Fulk  ;  Rogers  on  die  Sileentb  Ar- 
ticle ;  Dayrel  Bgdnatthe  Browniata; 
Bredweli'i  Detection  of  Gkirer  die 
Brovnist ;  GiSbrd'i  Treadae  of  Eog- 
lith  Donatists,  with  lus  Reply  to 
Barrow  and  Oiccnwood ;  and  Stow'a 
Chraniele ;  where  it  appears  tfw 
Brownbtts'  books  were  protnUttd  br 
d»t  some  were  haind 
Htpa^m  diem,  wiOi  ndi  like 
writinga.  Iliew  la  «'to1ihm  (<mi- 
tid^g  tOBK  lonirioaa  remaifca) 
aacribed  to  Oe  eail  of  Anglnea,  and 
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"  danger  may  grow  to  ourselves^  if  this  law  pass,  were  fit  to 
"  be  considered.  For  it  is  to  be  feared  that  men  not  guilty 
<<  will  be  included  in  it :  and  that  law  is  hard,  that  Uketh 
<<  life,  and  sendeth  into  banishment,  where  men^s  intentions 
•*  shall  be  judged  by  a  jury,  and  they  shall  be  judges  what 
'<  another  means.  But  that  law  which  is  agfunst  a  fact  is 
*^  but  just ;  and  punish  the  fact  as  severely  as  you  will. 
**  If  two  or  three  thousand  Brownists  meet  at  the  sea,  at 
•*  whose  charge  shall  they  be  transported,  or  whither  will 
*^  you  send  them  ?  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  am  afiraid  there 
*^  are  near  twenty  thousand  of  them  in  England ;  and  when 
'^  they  are  gone,  who  shall  maintain  their  wives  and  chil- 
**  dren  ^  ?^  A  committee  was  therefore  appointed  to  revise 
and  correct  this  bill,  among  whom  Ralegh  is  the  foremost 
named ;  who,  after  many  substractions,  alterations,  and  de- 
bates, moved  it  might  be  read  to  the  house  for  their  appro- 
bation :  and,  after  many  arguments  and  conferences,  being 
read  the  third  time,  as  were  also  the  additions  and  amend- 
ments, it  passed  upon  the  question.  Ralegh  was  frequently 
in  committees  upon  other  bills  during  this  session,  till  it  was 
dissolved  on  the  10th  of  April  following;  but  as  his  argu- 
ments upon  them  are  not  preserved,  we  shall  refer  to  the 
titles  of  these  bills  in  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  whence  we 
have  extracted  his  speeches  upon  those  before  mentioned. 

This  year  we  met  with  a  notable  libel  in  print,  set  forth 
by  a  lover  of  his  country^  as  he  calls  himself,  to  expose  and 
scandalize  certain  ministers  and  counsellors  of  state,  who 
had  been  instrumental  in  framing  that  searching  proclama- 
tion against  the  seminaries  which  was  published  about  two 
years  befcnre  c.  For  the  king  of  Spain  having  lately  founded 
an  English  cloister  at  Valladolid,  as  a  nursery  to  supply  us 


nmmed.  The  happy  future  State  of  ^  Townshend's  Historical  CoUec- 

EngUnd ;   which,  fol.  380,  quotes  tions,  fol.  76.  and  D'Ewes'  Journal, 

from  this  speech  of  sir  Walter  Ra-  fol.  5 17. 

tegh*s  bis  observation  aboTe,  to  what  «  EHxabeths  Regina  Anglia  Edi- 
Bumber  the  Brownists  were  so  early  ctun,  promolg.  Lond.  Nor.  ig,  159 1. 
moltiplied ;  yet»  as  he  adds,  the  et  Andr.  Philopatris  ad  idem  Re- 
name of  these  schismatics  Is  now  sponsii^  8vo.  Logd.  ap.  J.  Didier. 
eraporated,  and  thdr  tenets  almost  1593. 
nnlTersaUj  unknown. 
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with  treason  and  rebellion ;  so  many  hopeful  stocks  of  that 
species  were  soon  transplanted  into  England,  as  oocadioned 
the  said  prbdamation  to  extirpate  them.  Now  this  answer 
was  puUished  to  calumniate  the  supposed  authors  of  it ; 
and  as  Ralegh  appears,  among  other  veiy  good  company,  to 
have  his  share  of  the  slander  therein,  so  he  might  prolxdbly 
haye  had  a  hand  in  those  wholesome  articles  for  the  safety 
c^  the  realm  which  occasioned  it.  For,  to  the  great  ho- 
nour of  his  knowledge  in  the  constitution  of  his  country, 
and  his  ccmstant  zeal  for  its  security  and  welfare,  he  was, 
though  no  counsellor  of  state,  often  called  to  the  council- 
table;  where  no  small  deference  was  paid  to  his  arguments 
and  observations  in  the  various  debates  that  arose  upcm 
matters  in  church  or  state,  in  war  or  peace.  After  this 
Hbel  has  reviled  the  greatest  and  wisest  ministers  of  the 
nation,  it  seems  to  have  reserved  the  quintessence  for  him, 
who  had  the  ability  so  many  ways  to  crush  the  pernicious 
purposes  which  were  daily  hatching  by  the  viperous  brood 
which  brought  it  forth ;  though,  after  all,  by  embarking  his 
character  in  such  an  old  and  shattered  bottom  of  detraction, 
it  is  much  they  could  so  long  keep  its  weatherbeaten  credit 
afloat :  and  indeed  how  they  came  to  launch  first  out  into 
such  an  improbable  contimiely  seems  a  mystery  compre- 
henfflble  only  to  the  patron  of  their  iniquity.  For  Ral^h 
had  given  such  proofs  of  his  sound  and  dncere  affection  to 
religion,  some  of  which  have  in  the  foregoing  pages  been 
noted,  that  his  sentiments  were  made  use  of  to  reform  or 
regulate  even  the  professors  of  it ;  yet  now  his  head  must 
be  tinned  so  excessively  to  its  detriment,  as  to  provoke  this 
libeller^s  pious  spleen  agsdnst  nothing  less  than  nr  Walter 
Ralegh^s  schod  of  atheism;  compendiously  insinuating,  asAspened 
if  truly  he  was  not  satisfied  with  bemg  a  disciple,  but  setj^^*^***" 
up  for  a  doctor  in  his  faculty,  and  won  young  <<gendemen 
**  into  his  said  school ;  wherein  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
*^  ment  were  jested  at,  and  scholars  taught  to  spell  God 
"backwards.**  Then  he  complains,  •^what  a  miseraUe 
"  thing  it  is,  that  her  majesty  should  make  laws  and  proda- 
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^^  mations  according  to  these  men'^s  senses  and  opimons  ^^ 
But  there  may  need  little  pains  to  blunt  the  point  of  this 
dart,  when  we  shall  further  condder  that  it  came  out  of  a 
jesiutical  quiver ;  for  by  whom  should  it  be  levelled  against 
him  but  Robert  Parsons,  the  notorious  traitor  and  incen- 
diary !  however  deeply  he  disguised  himself  into  a  lover  of 
his  country.  So  that,  till  we  shall  find  a  more  credible 
£Bither  for  the  aspersion,  we  may  safely  enough  believe  it  no 
genuine  issue  of  truth :  neverthdess,  some  ten  years  after, 
when  Ral^h  was  trampled  down  by  the  court,  and  there 
was  a  turn  of  state  to  serve,  this  might  be  a  good  service- 
able obloquy  enough  to  upbraid  him  with,  and  depredate 
him  in  the  eye  of  the  populace.  But  these  prejudiced  re- 
presentations will  probably  be  thought  of  so  little  authority, 
that  the  reasons  and  matter  of  fact  which  have  been  pro- 
duced in  a  poetical  performance,  may  be  su£Sdent  to  make 
those  stuns  even  befriend  his  reputation,  and  brighten  it  in 
dearing  them  away «. 


^  See  the  sud  Respons.  ad  Elizab. 
Reg.  Edictnin  contra  CadioliooSy 
under  that  name  of  Aodr.  FhUopater ; 
also  an  extract  or  abbreriation  of  the 
aame  in  Bnglish,  printed  at  London 
In  8vo.  near  tbe  same  time :  and  the 
aame  extract,  or  anottier  of  it,  in  a 
late  collection,  named  Miscellanies 
Historical  and  Philological,  &c 
found  in  a  nobleman's  study,  8vo. 
1703.  p.  171.  It  is  in  this  book 
called,  **  An  adrertisemcnt  to  a  s^ 
**  cretary  of  the  lord  treasurer's,  by 
**  an  Englitih  intelligencer,  &c.  oon- 
*'  ceming  a  book  writ  in  Latin,  and 
^  published  in  dirers  languages, 
**  against  her  mijesty*s  late  proda- 
**  mation  for  search  and  apprdien- 
*^  sion  of  semiuaiy  priests  and  their 
**  receivers."  lliat  intelligencer  girea 
this  character  of  it ;  **  I  assure  you, 
*'  it  is  the  most  sharp,  bitter,  and 
**  odious  thing  that  ever,  I  think,  was 
**  written  by  the  papisU.**  See  the 
aidd  Miscellanies,  p.  164.  Will.  Wat- 
aon  the  secular  priest,  speaking  of 
Blackwell  the  arch-priest's  inhibition 
against  certain  catholic  books,  sajrs, 
**  Among  other  errors  committed  by 


<*  him  therein,  it  was  one,  that  be 
**  would  suffer  all  PUvons's  seditious 
*^  books  to  pass  current;  as  his  Fhi- 
**  lopater,  speaking  mostrebdlioualy 
*'  against  her  mi^orty  and  the  whole 
<<  state  and  nobles  of  the  land."  See 
his  Qnodlibets  of  Religion  and  SUte, 
4to.  i6oa.  p.  107.  There  was  also 
the  like  extract  of  this  Phifopater 
made  in  some  collections  of  poetry, 
history,  &c.  by  John  Heyward,  of 
Gray's  Inn,  esq.  which  I  have  seen  in 
a  quarto  volume  among  tiie  MSS.  of 
the  late  curious  Thomas  Granger, 
esq.  which  collections  are  likewise 
mentioned  in  iSbe  Catalogue  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  hit  MSS.  p.  6.  N*. 
18. 

•  The  late  Dr.  George  Sewdl,  in 
his  tragedy  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  8vo. 
1719.  act  I.  scene  i.  makes  tiie  fol- 
lowing reflection  on  the  attorney  ge- 
neral's starting  finom  the  question  in 
debate  at  Rale's  trial,  to  upbraid 
him  with  this  imputation  of  atheism. 
JmKua  Ctnar.  When  pr^udice 
and  strong  averdons  wwk. 

All  whose  opinions  we  dislike  are 
AtiieistS! 
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Indeed  dwie  is  a  traditional  autbor  who  acoounta  for  the 
groundf  at  this  asperaon  in  the  following  words ;  "  Sr 
**  Walter  Ral^b  was  the  first  (as  I  have  beard)  who  tou- 
"  tnied  to  tack  about,  and  sail  aloof  from  the  beaten  tract 
**  of  the  sdiools ;  and  who,  upcoi  the  discovery  of  so  m^ 
"  parent  an  error  as  a  torrid  zone,  intended  to  proceed  in 
"  on  inquiution  after  more  aoUd  truths:  till  the  nediatifn 
*'  of  sonie,  whose  livelihood  lay  in  hammering  shrines  fat 
'*  this  tupninnuated  study,  possessed  queen  Elizabeth  that 
**  such  doctzine  was  agiunst  God,  no  less  than  her  father^ 
**  booour;  whose  faith  (if  he  owned  an;)  was  grounded 
"  upon  school  divinity :  whereupon  she  chid  him ;  who 
"  was  (by  his  own  confession)  ever  after  branded  with  the 
'*  title  of  an  atheist,  though  a  known  assertor  of  God  and 
*'  providence '."  Thai  he  was  such  assertor  seons  to  be 
■flSrmed  by  an  author  of  his  acquaintance,  who  introduces 
the  apparition  of  sir  Walter  ^leaking  to  him  in  this  numn*!- ; 
**  Thou  well  knowest  that  the  world  hath,  at  sundry  times. 


Now  'tb  ■  term  «f  art,  •  bogbev 

The  riD^D'i  engine,  tod  tbe  *ul- 

BM'.tefwr. 
Tte  mu  wba  dilnk*  ud  jodget 

far  Umteir, 
VamnsfA  bj  aged  IblUee,  rvr'rend 

Grawn  holy  hj  tndidoamiy  dull- 

Or  ■dnoI-aaOorilr  {    be    ii    hd 

•flidrt: 
Tbe  mu  trtio,  bating  idle  noise. 


Mlbr  mf  Ralegb'i 


Did  caD  Unithriit— «o  men  judge 
Wbn  nercr  Irae'd  a  IVirridenoe  at 
AadnwbUwondenlD  the  migfaty 

dMp. 

Th*  aAdat-a^lor  wen  »   mon- 


BntliriUv 

futbi 
Yei,  I  ban  nen  Um  wfaea  the 

tempest  rag'd. 

All  hearts  bare  trembled  at  the 

gulf  below. 
He,  witli  a  steadjr,  anppllcatlng 

Displa^'d  his  tnist  in  that  tnmeB> 
dona  Pow'r, 

Wbo  eurba  'dae  billoin,  and  entS 
■hort  Ibe  iriogs 

or  the  rade  whiiiwind  in  Its  mid- 
way conTse, 

And  bids  tbe  msdnfet  of  tbe  waTM 

O,  (bUow  soldier!  were  Oiat  tdHj 

thine, 
Tboagb  tfaon  wert  deaicr  Oan  &e    . 

loTC  of  honoor 
To  this  old  boeom,  1  would  phdi 


■Uol 


nys,  pandnet,  ftcla  pi^ 
«  reader,  amoni  Ui  went. 
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« 


« 


(( 


« 


^*  cast  a  foul  and  most  unjust  aspersion  upon  me  for  my 
<^  presumed  denial  of  a  Deity,  from  which  abominable  and 
**  horrible  crime  I  was  ever  most  free,  and  not  any  man 
**  now  living  better  knows  the  same  than  thyself;  in  whose 
presence  I  was  often  accustomed  highly  to  praise  and 
esteem  the  book  of  Lessius,  written  in  proof  of  the  being 
*<  of  a  Deity ."^  So  requests,  that  he  would  translate  the 
some  into  English,  ^^  which  I  myself,*^  says  the  ghost,  ^'  had 
**  done,  if  crud  fate  had  not  untimely  cut  off  the  thread  of 
my  mortality ;  and  let  the  title  bear  my  name ;  that  so 
the  readers  may  acknowledge  it  was  done  by  my  solid- 
'<  tation.^  Then  the  said  translator  of  that  book  says  in  his 
own  person  to  the  reader,  ^^  It  is  well  known  that  sir  Wal- 
**  ter  was  a  man  of  great  natural  parts,  and  yet  was  sus- 
<<  pected  of  the  most  foul  and  execrable  crime  of  atheism ; 
'^  how  truly,  God  and  himself  only  knows ;  yet  I  have  rea- 
^*  son  to  think  it  ajalse  aspersions.'^  If  thus  much  is  said 
of  Bal^h  by  an  author  who  knew  him,  what  credit  shall 
we  pay  to  another  who  wrote  many  years  later ;  never  knew 
him,  produces  no  authority  for  the  principles  he  charges 
upon  him,  yet  pretends  to  ^ve  us  the  tutor^s  name  from 
whom  he  imbibed  them ;  and  that,  a  man  of  no  less  learning 
and  merit  than  the  famous  Mr.  Thomas  Hariot  ^  ?  This  was 
that  English  philosopher  from  whose  illustrious  discoveries, 
he,  who  was  the  glory  of  the  French  philosophers,  is  not 
denied  to  have  borrowed  much  of  the  light  wherewith  he 
shone  i:  this  was  that  excellent  mathematician,  who,  says 


f  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Ghost :  or 
Ut  apparitioD  to  an  intimate  friend, 
willing  him  to  translate  into  English 
the  learned  book  of  Leonard  Lessius, 
entitled,  De  Providentia  Numinis, 
et  Ammi  Jmmortalitate,  &c.  8vo. 
1651.  with  ar  Walter  Ralegh's  pio- 
tare  before  it,  grared  by  R.  Vanghan. 

k  Ant.  Woody  Ath.  Oxon.  toI.  i. 
C0L460. 

'  This  assertion  will  further  appear 
to  any  who  shall  haire  the  cniiocity 
to  consult  te  late  learned  Dr.  John 
WalliSy  in  his  teeatise  of  Algebra, 
wl^re  he  compares  the  improvements 
which  Hariot  made  with  what  De- 
icartet  has  adranced  as  his  own. 


without  mentioning  the  name  of  this 
Englishman  in  his  geometry;  and 

S'ves  it  clearly  on  Hariofs  side, 
ay,  this  plagiarism  was  so  well 
known,  as  to  hare  been  objected 
against  monsieur  Descartes  in  his 
own  country;  and  the  Frenchman, 
who  has  paid  the  singular  honours  to 
his  memory  of  writing  his  life,  hav- 
ing confessed  it  was  the  opinion  of 
some,  that  he  stole  his  method  of  al- 
gebra from  one  Hariot,  an  English- 
man, does  not  go  about  to  contradict 
it.  See  ihe  lafe  of  mon^eur  De- 
scartes, translated  frtMn  the  French 
by  S.  R.  Svo.  Lond.  1693.  p.  383. 
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our  ttuthcxr  Wood  aforeaaid,  *<  oommg  to  the  knowledge  of 
*^  this  heroic  knight^  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  was  entertained  by 
«  him  in  his  &mily,  who  allowed  him  a  yearly  pension^, 
^*  and  was  instructed  by  him  at  leisure  hours  in  that 
^^scieDoel.^  This  was  that  Tirtuous  and  rdi^ous  man, 
who,  bemg  sent  orer  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  with  his  first 
oolony  to  Virginia,  but  did  not  bear  him  company,  as  the 
said  author  mistakes,  to  survey  the  bounds  of  the  English  dis- 
coveries, with  the  commodities  and  customs  of  the  country, 
did  first  communicate  the  gospel  to  those  heathen  inha- 
bitants ;  and,  '^  in  every  town  where  he  came,  explained  to 
<<  tfaetn  the  contents  of  the  Bible ;  declaring,  that  therein 
<^  was  set  fordi  the  true  and  only  Grod,  and  his  migbQr 
^  works;  that  therein  was  contained  the  true  doctrine  <^ 
*^  salvation  through  Christ;  widi  many  particulars  of  mira- 
^'  cles  and  chief  pcunts  of  religion,  as  I  was  able  then  to 
^'  utter,^  continues  he,  ^^  and  thought  fit  for  the  time.  And 
^^  though  I  told  them  the  book,  materially  and  of  itself, 
was  not  of  such  virtue  as  I  thought  they  did  conceive, 
but  only  the  doctrine  therein  contained ;  yet  would  many 
be  glad  to  touch  it,  to  embrace  it,  to  kiss  it,  to  hdid  it  to 
*<  their  breasts  and  heads,  and  stroke  over  all  their  bodies 
*'  with  it,  to  shew  their  hungry  desire  of  that  knowledge 
"  which  was  spoken  of™.*'  Yet  this  is  the  man  whom  the 
above  cited  Anthony  Wood  charges  with  having  had  strange 
thoughts  of  the  scripture;  with  undervaluing  the  old  story 
of  the  creation ;  with  never  believing  that  trite  position.  Ex 
nihilo  nihil  ^t;  with  making  a  philosophical  theology, 
wherein  he  cast  ofi^  the  Old  Testament;  so  that  conse- 
quently the  New  would  have  no  foundation.  Further,  with 
bring  a  Deist,  and  imparting  his  doctrine  to  the  earl  of 
NorUiumberland,  into  whose  service  Ralegh  had  recom- 


k  Vid.  Pref.  R.  Hakluvt  ad  Orbem  Hakhtyte  dicai. 

NoTum,  scriptum  per  ret.  Martyr.  *  Athen.  Oxon.  ubi  inpra. 

Angi.  Sro.  Paris,  1587.  of  which  I  "See  Mr.Hariof s  brief  and  Inie 

hare  me$  with  tills  note :  report  of  the  Newfoondland  of  Vk- 

EiUvr  dicat  Gualiero  Ralegho^  ginia,  &e.  in  Haklnyty  10L3.  fb  »77» 

fU€m  mpen$e   kmdai :    Bibtitjfola  178. 
vtro  ehtuiam  gmgraphieom  Rkmrib 
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mended  him,  and  of  whom  he  also  received  a  yearly  pension 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  Lastly,  with  infusing 
those  principles  likewise  into  sir  Walter  Ralegh  himself, 
when  he  was  compiling  his  History  of  the  World.  This 
last  insinuation,  and  probably  all  the  rest,  is  surely  a  mani- 
fest slander,  as  Wood  himself  must  have  owned,  if  he  had 
suffidently  read  that  History  of  the  World ;  where  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh  has  in  many  places  given  stronger  evidences  of 
his  Christian  faith,  than  any  of  his  detractors  ever  did  of 
theirs.  And  however  Hariot  might  controvert  certain  theo- 
logical matters  with  some  divines  of  those  times,  which 
made  them  have  no  good  opinion  of  him,  (says  Wood,)  and 
look  upon  the  manner  of  his  death  as  a  judgment;  not  un- 
like the  charity  of  some  divines  in  all  times ;  yet  enough  of 
his  religious  character  °  might  be  sidd,  as  there  has  been  of 


"  For  would  Dr.  Richard  Corbet, 
as  orthodox  a  diTine  as  any  of  tliem, 
and  aftenrards  a  bishop  of  the  churchy 
tell  sir  Thomas  Aylesbury,  that «  Ha- 
'*  riot*  s  deep  mine  was  without  dross," 
if  it  had  any  such  allay?  See  Ids 
Poems,  8vo.  3d  edit  1672.  p.  56. 
Would  another  as  grave  and  rirtuous 
an  author  as  any  in  those  times,  Mr. 
George  Chapman,  his  contemporary, 
tell  all  who  knew  him,  in  the  preface 
to  his  Homer's  Iliad,  *<  That  some 
**  places  he  had  shewn  to  his  worthy 
**  and  most  learned  friend  Mr.  Ha- 
**  riot ;  whose  judgment  and  know- 
**  ledge  in  all  kinds  I  know,*'  says 
be,  '*to  be  incomparable  and  hot- 
*'  tomless ;  yea,  to  be  admired  as 
**  much  as  hU  moMt  hkaneles*  tife^ 
**  and  the  right  taered  expense  of 
**  hit  time,  is  to  be  honoured  and  re- 
**  verenced ;"  if  this  were  not  his  true 
character  ?  Nor  is  it  Ukdy  the 
carl  of  Northumberland  would  also 
have  made  such  a  man  a  domestic, 
and  allowed  him  so  handsome  a  sa- 
lary, to  have  infected  his  sons  with 
atfadstical  principles :  neither  would 
Hariot*s  noble  execntors,  sir  Thomas 
Aylesbury  and  Robert  Sidney,  vis- 
connt  lisle,  hare  bestowed  on  him, 
in  St  Christopher's  church,  London, 
where  he  was  buried  in  July  i6ai,  a 
monument,  since  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire,  with  an  inscription  that 


might  have  been  contradicted  by  all 
the  town,  if  it  had  been  false ;  be- 
ginning as  follows :  Onmes  scientias 
caOmt,  et  tfi  omnibus  excelhnt ;  ma- 
thematieis,  philosophicis,  theohgieis, 
veritatis  tndagator  studiosissimus, 
Dei  trinmnius  cuUor  pOssimms,  &c. 
As  to  the  manner  of  his  death.  Dr. 
Alex.  Rhead,  in  his  worics,  Lond. 
1650.  treatise  2,  lect  a6.  speaking  of 
the  lip,  says,  "  That  canceroos  ulcers 
**  often  seize  on  that  part ;  and  that 
"  this  grief  hastened  the  end  of  that 
'*  famous  math^natidan  Mr.  Hariot, 
*<  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,"  says 
he,  **  but  a  short  time  before  hb 
•<  death."  He  adds  none  of  those 
scandalous  reflections  aforesiud ;  and 
whether  it  begun  first  in  his  lip, 
seems  not  to  have  known ;  though 
possibly  the  brass  instruments  which 
mathematicians  are  so  familiar  with, 
and,  for  readiness,  often  hold  in  their 
months,  might  occanon  such  a  dis- 
ease. But  I  have  seen  an  epigram 
in  MS.  as  old  as  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  makes  an  allusion  or 
comparison  between  the  ulcer  in 
Mr.  Hariof  s  noae,  and  that  in  count 
Gondomar's  postoiors,  (who  had  a 
fistula ;]  and  my  reader  may  see  that 
epigram  too,  if  he  pleases ;  for  it  is 
lately  printed  by  Rfr.  morgan,  in  bis 
Phcenix  Britannicus,  or  Rerival  of 
scarce  T^racts»  4to.  1731.  p.  368.   At 
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his  patron  ar  Walter  Ralegh^  to  dear  them  both  from 
this  common  and  threadbare  calumny. 

As  for  Ral^h,  what  might  not  a  little  sharpen  these  de- 
tractions against  him,  was  perhaps  a  grant  about  this  time 
made  him  firom  the  crown  of  some  chiut^h-lands;  a  course 
of  reward  usual  with  queen  Elizabeth  towards  such  as  had 
performed  any  conraderable  services  for  the  state.  The 
story,  as  we  are  forced  to  gather  it  from  those  authors,  by 
whom  it  has  not  been  over-favourably  told,  is,  that  about  the 
year  1694  <>  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  John  Coldwdl, 
who  had  been  bred  a  physician,  gave  his  see  a  strong  purge, 
by  alienating  the  manor  of  Sherborne  to  m  Walter  Raleg^. 
Sir  John  Harrington,  before  quoted,  speaks  of  an  ominoos 
presage,  to  make  his  tale  as  affecting  as  he  can  to  prince 
Henry,  and  inanuate  the  displeasure  even  of  Heaven  against 
rir  Walter  Ralegh ;  where  he  observes,  "  That  sir  Walter, 
^^  uang  often  to  ride  post  in  these  days,  upon  no  small  em* 
*^  ployments,  between  Plymouth  and  the  court,  when  Sher- 
^'  borne  castle  being  right  in  the  way,  he  cast  such  an  eye 
^*  upon  it,  as  Ahab  did,^  says  he,  '^  upon  Naboth'^s  vineyard ; 
**  and  once  above  the  rest  being  talking  of  it,  of  the  com- 
*<  modiousness  of  the  place,  of  the  strength   of  the  seat, 

and  how  easily  it  might  be  got  from  the  bishopric; 

suddenly,  over  and  over  came  his  horse,  that  his  very 
<^  face,  which  was  then  thought  a  very  good  face,  ploughed 

up  the  earth  where  he  fell.     This  fall  was  ominous,  T 

make  no  question,^  says  he,  '^  as  the  like  was  observed  in 
^'  the  lord  Hastings,  &c.  but  his  brother  Adrian  would 
^^  needs  have  him  interpret  that,  not  as  a  courtier,  but  as  a 

conqueror,  it  presaged  the  quiet  possession  thereof.    And 

this,  through  the  queen's  favour,  came  to  pass  P.*"  For 
after  Dr.  John  Piers  was  translated  to  York,  this  Dr.  Cold- 
well  was  elected  to  succeed  him  in  the  see  of  Salisbury ;  but 

to   hii   learned  writings,  they  are  ▼0I.3.  fol.aSo. 

mentioned  bv  Ant.  Wood ;  but  not  •  Richard  Izacke's  Antiqnitiei  of 

all  of  them,  for  he  wrote  a  chronicle  Exeter,  8ro.  1 681.  p.  141. 

of  Virginia,  besides  the  Brief  Report  p  Harrington's  Brief  View  of  the 

thereof  before  qaoted ;  and  mentions  State  of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  ftc. 

the  particulars  of  that  chronicle  in  p.  92. 

the  said  Brief  Report   See  Haklnyt, 


it 
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it  lay  vacant  three  years :  in  which  dangerous  juncture  for 
denial,  all  the  doctor^s  church-preferments  being  disposed 
o^  yet  before  his  election  was  confirmed,  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
(9a  the  church-historians  have  coloured  it  out)  assaulted  his 
CQiisent ;  importuned  him  to  pass  Sherborne  to  the  crown, 
and  effected  it;  so  shot  the  good  old  man  (as  one  of  them 
phrases  it)  between  wind  and  rooter ;  though  indeed  (con- 
fesses) a  good  roimd  rent  was  reserved  to  the  bishopric. 
His  manor  Then  sir  Walter  b^ged  the  same  of  the  queen,  and  ob- 
^^y'  tained  it ;  much  after  the  same  method  sir  William  Eilli- 
gcew  got  the  manor  of  Crediton  (a  bough  almost  as  big  as 
the  rest  of  the  body)  from  the  church  of  Exeter,  by  the 
ooDsent  of  bishop  Babington  9.  We  shall  leave  it  for  Har- 
rington to  detemune  whether  Ralegh,  who  was  now  so  high 
in  ^e  queen'^s  favour,  might  with  less  suit  than  he  was  fain 
to  make  to  her  before  he  could  perfect  this  purchase,  (as  he 
pecfaaps  at  last  justly  calls  it,)  and  with  less  money  than  he 
beetcywed  afterwards  on  Sherborne,  in  bujring  out  leases 
and  in  drawing  the  river  through  rocks  into  his  garden, 
have  compassed  a  better,  without  giving  umbrage  to  church 
or  state :  while  from  others  we  observe,  that  Ralegh  embel- 
lished his  sovereign's  bounty  with  great  magnificence  and 
commendation ;  not  that  he  was  in  danger  thereby  of  falling 
under  the  remark  he  has  made  on  common  builders  of 
sumptuous  seats,  Thai  men  are  raiher  known  by  their  houses^ 
ikon  their  houses  by  ihem^ ;  it  not  being  easy  for  him, 
who  had  been  such  a  solid  architect  in  the  temple  of  fame, 
to  make  his  habitation  more  considerable  than  its  inhabitant, 
or  raise  any  edifice  with  his  fortune,  which  should  be  more 


^  Fuller's  Church  History,  lib.  lo. 
p.  27.  Where  he  also  observes,  that 
among  the  acts  passed  in  king  James 
the  l^rst*s  parliament,  none  irere 
mom  beneficial  for  the  church,  than 
that  which  made  the  king  himself 
and  hi»  successors  incapable  of  any 
sach  church-land  to  be  oonreyed  to 
tiiem ;  yet  some,  adds  he,  were  so 
bold  as  to  conceive  this  law  roid  in 
the  Tcry  mddng  of  it,  and  that  all 
the  obligations  thereof  consisted,  not 
In  the  strength  of  the  law,  but  only 


in  the  king's  and  his  successors*  vo- 
luntary obedience  therennto  :  ac- 
counting it  injurious  for  any  prince 
in  parliament  to  tie  up  his  successors, 
who  neither  can  nor  will  be  concluded 
thereby  further  than  it  stands  with 
their  own  convenience :  however,  it 
was  to  stand  in  force  till  the  same 
power  should  be  pleased  to  rescind 
it. 

'  History  of  the  World,  lib.  5. 
sect.  4.  cap.  I. 
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iUiMtrioils  than  what  he  had  already  founded  by  his  virtue. 
Yet  his  elegant  taste  in  building  is  sufficiently  attested  by 
an  author  who  surveyed  the  improvements  he  made  upon 
this  estate  when  they  were  fresh  and  in  their  splendour,  and 
who  tells  ufl^  '*  That  the  queen  having  granted  the  fee-farm  And  butid- 
<*  of  SherbcOTie  to  sir  Walter  Balegh,  he  began  to  build  the'°^  *"* 
*'  castle  very  fisurly ;  but  altering  his  purpose,  he  built  in 
**  the  park  adjoining  a  most  fine  house,  which  he  beautified 
'^  with  orchards,  gardens,  and  groves  of  much  variety  and 
^^  great  ddight :  so  that,  whether  you  consid^  the  pleasanU 
^^  ness  <^  the  seat,  the  goodness  of  the  soil,  or  the  other  deli-i 
cacies  belon^ng  to  it,  it  rests,^  says  he,  '^  unparalleled  by 
any  in  these  parts  ^.'^  How  he  came  afterwards  to  be 
juggled  out  of  it  may  also  sufficiently  appear,  wh.en  we  ar- 
rive at  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  But  here,  since  we  have 
touched  something  upon  gardening,  we  may  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  remembering  a  plantation  of  his,  which  is  some- 
what observable.  A  late  author  mentions  it  with  respect  to 
him,  but  in  a  distant  manner;  where,  telling  us  ^^that 
Beddington,  near  Croydon  in  Surrey,  is  a  neat  curious 
seat,  built  by  sir  Francis  Carew^;""  he  further  adds, 
The  orchards  and  gardens  are  very  pleasant,  and  espe- 
dally  famous  for  the  orange-trees,  which  have  now  grown 
^*  diere  above  these  hundred  years ;  being  planted  in  the 
^^  open  ground,  under  a  moveable  covert,  during  the  winter 
^^  months :  they  were  the  first  that  were  brought  into  Eng- 
'*  land,  by  a  knight  of  that  noble  family ;  who  deserves  no 
<<  less  commendation  than  Lucullus  met  with  for  bringing 
cherry  and  filbert-trees  out  of  Pontus  into  Italy;  for 
which  he  is  celebrated  by  Pliny  and  others  ^.^    Now  it 
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*  See  Coker's  Surrey  of  Dorset- 
shire, fol.  173a.  p.  124. 

<  Fuller,  in  his  Worthies  of  Surrey, 
says,  it  iras  sir  Nicholas  Carew,  (put 
to  death  by  king  Henry  VI II.  for  re- 
torting some  sharp  words  upon  hiniy 
with  more  truth  than  discretion,)  who 
built  the  fair  house,  or  palace  rather, 
at  Beddington,  which, , by  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  water,  is  a  paradise  of 
pleasure.    However  sir  Franeis^  who 


was  a  curious  and  polite  gentleman^ 
and  lired  very  nobiv  here  the  latter 
end  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  did 
enrich  it  with  considerable  improve- 
ments. 

■  Addit  to  Camden's  Britan.  trans* 
lated  bv  the  present  bishop  of  Lon- 
don, fol.  1695.  p.  166.  Upon  wfaidi 
we  may  observe,  though  the  Kngliih 
have  not  been  so  grateful  as  the  Ro- 
mans  were    in    celebrating    dioie 
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has  been  a  ocmstant  tradition  at  Beddington,  that  this 
knight  of  that  noble  family  was  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  who  was 
allied  thereto,  if  not  otherwise,  by  the  last  of  that  sumame'^s 
adopting  his  near  kinsman,  a  Throgmorton,  to  be  his  hdr, 
on  condition  that  he  would  assume  the  name  and  arms  of 
Carew^:  and  how  Ralegh  became  related  to  the  Throg. 
mortons  will  in  a  little  space  appear.  But  that  we  might 
not  here  want  such  further  confirmation  as  the  place  will 
afford  of  the  first  planter  of  that  famous  orangery,  whereof 
there  are  several  trees  sdll  flourishing  of  the  ori^nal  planta- 
tion, which  are  the  stateliest  and  most  perfect  bearers  of  this 
fruit  in  England,  I  have  been  obliged  with  the  gentleman'^s 
answer  to  the  inquiry  who  now  dwells  at  the  seat;  and 
His  orange- his  words  are,  *^It  is  the  common  opinion  of  this  family, 
2^go.  **  that  sir  Walter  Ral^h,  who  was  related  to  it,  brought 
^over  and  planted  the  old  orange-trees  here  7.^  But  in 
the  house  they  preserved  a  fine  cabin-bed  which  was  his, 
having  furniture  of  green  silk,  and  legs  carved  like  dolphins, 
gilt  with  gold.  In  short,  the  seat  was  now  so  frequented, 
that  not  only  Ralegh  and  other  courtiers,  bat  the  queen  re- 
ceived here  many  agreeable  entertainments  < ;  for  some  of 

wordiy  pcnoDs  who  have  made  the  In  the  reign  of  qaeen  Elizabeth, 
like  oeneficial  importations  to  the  when  Edmnnd  Grinds!,  afterwards 
laadng  ornament  and  fertility  of  archbiahop  of  Canterbory,  returned 
tMr  coontry ;  yet  that  we  hare  had  fix>m  exile,  he  first  transported  the 
some  authors  not  alto|(ether  silent  in  tamarisk,  so  useftil  in  medicine 
these  regetable  antiquities,  from  against  diseases  of  the  spleen.  Then 
whom  we  learn,  that  Dr.  Linacre  also,  after  onr  opening  a  trade  with 
firstbrought  into  this  land  that  prince  Zant,  the  shrub  which  bears  the 
of  flowers  the  damask  rose ;  that  the  currants  was  first  transplanted  hither. 
Pei^ffigwen  plum,  with  two  kinds  In  1578,  the  tulip  first  shewed  her 
moce,  were  first  made  natives  of  this  gaudy  garment  in  English  ground ; 
■oil  by  Thomas  lord  Cromwell,  when  and,  lastly,  not  to  extend  further  on 
he  returned  from  his  travels ;  and  this  sulject  now,  as  fi>r  the  profitable 
the  apricodc,  by  a  priest  named  plant  totiacoo,  and  that  princely  one 
Wollb,  gardener  to  king  Henry  VIII.  the  orange-tree,  enouvh  is  said  above 
In  tfns  reign  were  also  first  propa-  in  the  body  of  this  wonk,  to  the  honour 
gated  among  us  hops  and  artichokes ;  of  nr  Walter  Ralegh, 
and  then  were  cherry  orchards  first  ■  Fuller's  WorUiies,  as  before. 
Ranted  here,  about  Sittinglwme  in  r  Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Bed- 
Kent,  with  a  more  improved  kind  of  dington,  dated  Dec.  19,  1733. 
thai  fhiit,  brought  from  Flanders  by  •  Sir  Hugh  Plat  informs  us,  *<  That 
one  Harris,  another  of  that  king's  '*  delicate  knight,  sir  Francis  Carew, 
gasdeoers:  but  what  effect  Cardan*s  *'  once  making  a  splendid  entertain- 
reoommendation  of  olive-trees  had  ^*  ment  fi>r  queen  Elizabeth,  at  Bed- 
wilh  king  Edward  VI.  I  find  not  «*  dington,  led  her  mijesty  after  din- 
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which  she  oould  not  escape  the  censure  of  her  jesuited  ene- 
mies. 

Of  the  other  places  of  residence  which  Ralegh  might 
have,  besides  what  is  before  mentioned,  to  compass  a  per- 
fect knowledge,  would  need  more  time  and  pains  than  at 
last  perhaps  mi^t  be  thought  necessary  here  to  bestow.  As 
to  the  seat  at  West  Horsley  in  Surry,  there  is  good  autho- 
rity that  it  was  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  as  will  be  fur- 
ther observed,  if  not  his  own ;  and  in  the  hall  of  that  house 
there  are  in  several  places  of  the  walls  and  ceiling  the  arms 
of  Ralegh  still  visible^.     But  there  is  a  house  no  further 


«  ner,  to  a  cherry-tree  in  his  garden, 
**  wUch  had  on  it  fmit  in  their  prime, 
*'  then  above  a  month  after  all  cher- 
*^  rice  had  taken  their  farewell  of 
**  England.  This  retardation  he  per- 
**  tormtd  by  straining  a  tent  or  can- 
"  yass  corer  over  the  whole  tree,  and 
**  wetting  it  as  the  weather  required 
"  with  a  scoop ;  so  by  obstructing 
**  the  sunbeams,  they  grew  both 
'*  great,  and  were  very  long  before 
"  they  gained  their  perfect  cherry- 
**  colour ;  and  when  he  was  assured 
**  of  the  time  her  majesty  would 
"  come,  he  removed  the  tent,  and  a 
**  fiew  sunny  days  brought  them  to 
*•  their  fuU  maturity.''  See  hU  Gar- 
den of  Eden,  lamo.  1655.  p.  165. 

*  With  a  draught  whereof  having 
been  obliged  (among  many  other 
useful  particulars)  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  George  Vertue,  1  find  that  coat 
agree  with  the  arms  upon  sir  Walter 
Ralegh*s  seal  in  yellow  wax  to  the 
letter  before  exhibited ;  and  also  with 
the  draught  represented  before  his 
life,  in  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon  ; 
where,  as  this  author  blazons  it,  he 
**  bears  gules,  five  fusils  in  bend  ar- 
**  gent"  fiutPrince  further  adds, «  a 
"  label  of  three  points  azure ;"  which 
tbedraugfatfhom  Horsley-halldoes  not 
specify :  neither  do  I  remember  to  have 
observed  thisdistinction  in  the  impres- 
sion of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  said  seal. 
Nor  is  it  in  that  seal,  of  which  a  fair 
impression  remains,  upon  another 
letter  he  wrote  about  this  time  to  the 
lord  treasurer's  secretary  Hext,  or 
Hicks,  also  before  mennoned«  and 
lately  communicated  to  me  by  the 
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obliging  James  West,  esq.  where  the 
crest  is  the  same  idth  that  In  ^ 
other  seal ;  but  in  the  dextercblef  of 
the  shield,  that  odier  family  distinc- 
tion of  a  martiet,  as  I  take  it  As 
for  his  crest,  it  appears  in  those  seals^ 
as  I  before  remarked,  to  have  been  a 
stag,  or  other  like  animal;  but  at 
Horsley,  and  under  the  sculpture  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  before  his  History 
of  the  World,  it  is,  I  Uiink,  a  cap  of 
honour;  to  which  possibly  it  might 
afterwards  be  changed  for  his  former 
merits  of  it  And  as  for  the  motto, 
it  is  at  Horsley,  Amore  et  tnrtuiej 
as  also  to  his  arms  before  the  History 
aforesaid.  Hooker,  in  his  dedication 
of  the  Irish  Chronicles,  often  before 
quoted,  explaining  or  mythologixing 
the  signatures  of  Ralegh's  arms, 
shews  us  at  the  same  time  what  they 
were.  For  telling  him  he  is  taught 
to  be  careful  in  restoring  the  house 
of  his  decayed  forefathers,  not  only 
by  their  good  examples,  but  also  by 
4ie  ensigns  of  their  and  his  own  no- 
bility ;  he  adds,  **  the  fosils,  being  an 
**  instrument  of  travel  and  labour, 
*<  advertise  you  that  you  are  one  of 
<«  the  sons  of  Adam,  bom  to  walk  in 
'*  a  vocation,  and  therein  to  be  a 
'<  profitable  member  of  the  church  of 
•*  God,  and  in  maintenance  of  the 
«  common  society.  The  white  co- 
**  lour,  or  silver  metal,  doth  teach 
«  you  virtue,  rincerity,  and  godll- 
**  ness,  &c.  And  therewith  also, 
'*  which  by  the  gulie  colour  is  meant 
«  — ^yoQ  be  bold  and  valiant  for  the 
"  dewnce  of  your  country,  and  Ibr 
**  the  safety  thereof  to  lyend  bodi  Bfo 
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HbbouM  fiom  London  than  Islington,  about  a  bowVshot  on  this 
loQ,  ^'  side  the  church,  which,  though  I  think  it  has  no  such  evi- 
dences remaining  upon  its  walls,  ceilings,  or  windows,  that 
will  prove  him  to  have  been  its  owner,  the  arms  that  are 
seen  there,  above  a  hundred  years  old,  being  of  a  succeed- 
ing inhabitant,  is  yet  popularly  reported  to  have  been  a 
villa  of  his.  For  the  present  tenant  affirms,  *^  his  landlord^ 
'^  was  possessed  of  some  old  account  books,  by  which  it  ap- 
^^  pears  beyond  all  doubt  this  house  and  fourteen  acres  of 
*^  land,  now  let  at  about  seventy  pounds  per  ann.  did  be- 
^'  long  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh ;  and  that  the  oldest  man  in 
*^  the  parishes  would  often  declare  his  father  had  told  him, 
<<  dr  Walter  purposed  to  wall  in  that  ground,  with  inten- 
*^  tion  to  keep  some  of  his  horses  therein ;  further,  that 
**  some  husbandmen  ploughing  up  the  same  a  f^w  years 
^'  since,  found  several  pieces  of  queen  Elizabeth^s  money, 
**  whereof  they  brought,  whatever  they  might  reserve  to 
**  themselves,  about  fourscore  shillings  to  their  master,  the 
*^  said  tenant,^  in  whose  hands  I  have  seen  of  the  said  coin. 
As  for  the  house,  it  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  an  inn; 
so  that  what  it  was  is  not  clearly  to  be  judged  from  its  pre- 
sent outward  appearance,  it  being  much  impaired,  or  very 
coanely  repaired,  and  diminidied  perhaps  from  what  it 
might  be  when  persons  of  distinction  lived  in  it.  For  there 
is  now  to  be  seen  but  a  narrow  front,  which  soon  coming  to 
an  angle,  shoots  down  backwards  only  one  range  of  build- 
ings ;  as  if  another  part  of  the  front  was  wanting  on  this 
side,  for  the  gateway  to  appear  in  the  middle,  and  such  an- 
other range  of  buildings  where  the  new  parsonage-house  now 
stands,  to  make  the  whole  uniform.  However,  there  are 
withinside  some  handsome  spacious  rooms;  the  parlour  was 
painted  round  the  uppermost  part  of  the  wainscot,  in  about 
a  dozen  pannels,  with  scripture  histories ;  but  now  so  <Jd 
and  decayed,  as  to  be  scarcely  distinguishable.     There  is 

**  and  goods :  soch  were  your  an-  ^  Jnstice  Miiner,  late  of  Hatton- 

**eHton,  and  to  it  shall  be  with  Garden. 

«*  yoo,"  ftc  whidi,  by  the  way^  was  «  Mr.  Whitford,  as  I  remember, 

a  perfect  prophecy.  lately  deceased. 
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ako  a  noble  dimng-room,  the  ceiling  whereof  u  all  over 
wrou^t  in  plutic  or  Jret  work,  with  representations  of  the 
five  sense* ;  and  the  chimney-piece,  with  the  three  jMindpal 
Christian  Tirtoes.  But  the  arms  in  the  window,  as  well  u 
in  that  ot  the  ball,  are  by  the  present  inbatntantB  erTotw- 
ously  called  tar  Walter  Balegh^s ;  there  bang  a  date  tmdar 
one  of  the  coats,  which  shews  it  was  annealed  ax  years  after 
his  death.  So  that  we  are  not  sure  the  decra'ations  afbre- 
aaid  were  done  by  his  direction,  or  that  other§  more  ridi 
and  elegant  were  not  in  their  stead  h^ore  them.  As  tot 
his  dwellings  in  London,  we  have  read  before,  that  he  had 
apartments  in  the  court  at  Somerset-house,  and  shall  read 
hereafter  of  some  acqiuuntance  resorting  to  him  at  Durham- 
house  in  the  Strand ;  that  he  had  a  house  by  the  Thames* 
nde,  which  might  be  the  same ;  and  another  at  St.  Jamas^s, 
or  apartments  also  in  the  court  there :  but  to  be  dialiDct 
and  particular  in  these  would  be  a  task  perhaps  more  diffi- 
cult than  profitable  to  attempt. 

The  truth  is,  or  Walter  Balegh  did  not  live  so  long  at 
court,  and  so  much  about  the  dazzhng  beauUes  in  it,  without 
having  the  wings  of  his  glory,  at  last,  somewhat  singed  in 
the  flames  thereof:  yet  love,  which  in  some  other  great 
oourtiera  of  those  times  was  the  grand  business  of  thor  life, 
seemed  only  an  interlude  in  his.  And  though  a  gratifica- 
tion of  this  passion  is  usually  thought  lighter  of  in  martial 
men,  and  those  embarrassed  wi^  the  weight  of  pubUc 
^tion,  as  a  convenient  relaxation  of  their  cares,  or  reward 
of  their  txnls  and  perils;  yet  a  more  severe  ctHistructioK 
was  made  of  a  little  indulgence  Ralegh  mi^t  about  this 
time  take  of  that  kind,  than  was  in  some  others,  who  man 
frequently  and  notoriously  made  a  practice  thereof.  Whe- 
ther it  was  that  his  greater  merits,  in  other  parts  of  his  con- 
duct, made  malice  more  poignant  in  this ;  or  that  little  &iL 
ingB  are  not  thought  such  in  those  where  we  oommtHily  se^ 
and  therefore  constantly  expect,  great  virtues ;  whereby 
men  of  superior  qualifications  undergo  greater  discredit  than 
thor  inferiors  for  the  same  misdaeds ;  as  any  di^noportioo 
or  disfigurement  in  a  statue  of  gold  or  alabaster  gives  us 
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more  displeasure  than  one  in  stone  or  common  clay ;  and 
we  look  with  regret  upon  the  flaws  in  a  diamond,  while 
even  greater  in  the  flint  do  not  afiect  us :  but  this  seems  to 
have  been  Ral^h^s  case.  For  there  was  among  the  queen^s 
maids  of  honour  a  beautiful  young  lady,  (as  her  picture  re- 
presents her,)  named  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  sir  Nicholas 
Throgmorton,  an  able  statesman  and  ambassador,  whose 
negotiations  and  character  are  recorded  both  by  the  French 
and  Scotch,  as  well  as  English  historians  of  those  times  ^. 
With  this  lady  Ralegh  had,  it  seems,  an  amour ;  and,  as  he 
was  a  man  of  nervous  address,  won  her  heart  even  to  the 
last  favour  (if  we  may  use  the  phrase  of  a  polite  author)  in- 
clusive. This  intimacy  came  at  last  to  the  queen^s  know- 
ledge ;  whether  enviously  betrayed  by  any  female  confident, 
as  some  might  apprehend,  from  a  character  Ralegh  would 
bestow  upon  the  ladies  of  the  privy-chamber  and  bed- 
chamber ;  being  wont  to  say,  **  They  were  like  witches,  who 
^^  could  do  hurt,  but  could  do  no  good^;*"  or  whether 
the  intrigue  could  not  be  long  concealed  for  the  fruits  of 
it,  as  some,  who  manifestly  slander  Ralegh  in  other  par- 
ticulars, have  not  scrupled  to  suggest,  the  reader  has 
it  in  his  choice  to  believe.  But  in  such  colours  this  mat- 
ter of  devirginating  a  maid  of  honour  was  heightened, 
that  Ralegh  was  out  of  favour  again;  also  in  confine- 
ment for  several  months;  and  when  enlarged,  forbid- 
den the  court  ^:  whence  the  lady  also  was  dismissed  from 
her  attendance.  Yet,  as  heinous  as  this  misdemeanour  was  in 
Ral^h,  her  majesty  did  not  punish  it  in  Leicester,  Essex, 
and  other  courtiers,  noted  in  their  days  for  such  intrigues ; 
eq)edally  the  former,  who  turned  ofl^  Douglas  Sheffield,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son,  to  marry  the  earl  of  Essex^s  mother. 
But  Ralegh  veiy  readily  made  the  most  honourable  repara- 
tioii  he  could,  and  cemented  this  flaw  in  their  conduct,  by 
marrying  the  object  of  his  affection.     It  appears  they  lived 

*   Vide    Tboanos,    Wicqaefort,  •  Lord  Bacon's  Apophthegms,  New 

Mdrioy     Camden's     Anoals,     the  and  Old,  Sn>.  1625.  p.  45. 

Cabala,  and  Leicester's  Common-  'Camden's  Annals,  i cot. 

wealth.  •                        ^^^ 
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together  tiver  after  in  the  most  exemplary  degree  of  con- 
jugal harmoDj ;  and  when  he  was  in  his  greatest  troubles, 
there  are  testimonies  from  one,  who  was  otherwise  none  of  . 
bis  greatest  frieuda,  of  her  extraordinary  diligence  and  fide- 
lity in  making  jinterest  and  applications  to  assuage  IhemS. 
What  his  thoughts  were  of  a  married  life,  in  comperiBon 
with  a  nngle  one,  may  somewhat  appear  in  that  observa' 
tion  he  made  upon  a  certain  nobleman's  growing  plump 
after  matrimony,  who  was  meagre  before :  for  another  per- 
son in  company  remarking  thereupon,  that  it  fared  with 
bim  contrary  to  what  it  did  wilb  other  married  men,  who 
usually  at  first  became  lean  of^  it ;  Bale^  very  pleasantly 
obviated  the  rarity,  by  saying, "  Why  there  ia  no  beast,  that, 
"  if  you  take  bim  from  the  common,  and  put  him  into  the 
*'  several,  but  he  will  grow  fatti."  Many  years  afterwards, 
when  Ralegh  wrote  his  Instructic»i8  to  his  son,  he  suffi- 
ciently explained  this  sentiment  in  the  grave  and  paternal 
manoCT  he  is  then  writing,  among  others  there  lud  down  for 
his  conduct  in  the  choice  of  a  wife ;  which  tt^ic  he  cm- 
dudes  with  advising  him  '*  to  bestow  his  youth  so,  that  he 
"  may  have  comfort  to  remembw  it  when  it  has  forsaken 
*'  him."  And  further,  am<Higst  the  judiaous  precepts  he 
there  pves,  one  of  them  is;  "  That  his  son  would  ever> 
*'  more  care  to  be  beloved  by  his  wife,  than  be  besotted  on 
"  her."  That  in  regard  to  the  alterations  of  youthful  affec- 
tion, "  If  he  cannot  forbear  to  love,  yet  forbear  to  link." 
However,  approves  of  a  mature  and  settled  choice  at  last, 
even  while  he  is  upon  the  stage  of  his  virility.  "  For,  be- 
**  lieve  it,  the  young  wife  betrayeth  the  old  husband ;  and 
"  she  that  had  thee  not  in  thy  flower,  will  despise  thee  in 
"  thy  fall."  But  not  to  marry  for  beauty  only,  "  lest 
"  thou  bmd  thyself  for  life  to  that  which  perchance  will 
«  never  hist  or  please  one  year."  Nor  yet  an  uncomely  wo- 
man :  "  as  much  regard  being  due  at  least  to  our  own  issue 
**  as  to  any  other  race  of  creatiures ;  and  comeliness  in  chil- 

(  Sir  John  Huiington,  ia  Mb  Brief         *  Lord  Buon'i  Apopbthegmi  New  , 
View  •iMtMid.  wid  Old)  p.  191. 
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*^  dren  is  riches,  if  nothing  else  be  left  them.^     He  remains 
perhaps  pretty  safe  in  this  opinion  from  many  censures  by 
the  hard-favoured  part  of  the  sex,  because  he  knew  that  few 
ladies  would  be  positive  upon  this  head  in  their  right  to  re- 
prove him;   nor  will  widows  believe  he  has  treated  them 
with  rigour,  while  they  remain  in  that  state,  since  he  has 
said,  '^  Leave  not  thy  wife  to  be  a  shame  unto  thee  after 
^^  thou  art  dead ;  but  that  she  may  live  according  to  thy 
*<  estate ;  especially  if  thou  hast  few  children,  and  those 
*•  jnrovided  for."  Though  he  does  also  further  say,  "  Leave 
'^  her  no  more  than  of  necessity  thou  must,  but  only  during 
^'  her  widowhood ;  for  if  she  love  again,  let  her  not  enjoy 
*^  her  second  love  in  the  same  bed  wherein  she  loved  thee ; 
*'  nor  fly  to  future  pleasures  with  those  feathers  which  death 
^'  hath  pulled  from  thy  wings  K""    Not  that  he  was  averse  to 
seeond  marriages,  for  he  advised  his  own  wife  to  marry 
again  when  he  was  in  expectation  of  being  suddenly  di- 
vided for  ever  from  her^.     Many  other  weighty  admoni- 
Uons  may  be  found  relating  to  that  sex  among  his  writings, 
seme  of  which  we  meet  with,  quoted  by  our  most  accom- 
plished humanists  and  critics  in  the  manners  and  passions 
of  life,  as  fix)m  an  author  who  had  read  their  hearts  through 
all  their  veils  and  disguises :  but  one  of  those  writers,  though 
he  allows  him  all  the  advantageous  views  of  life  through 
audi  a  variety  of  scenes,  as  ^^  having  lived  in  courts  and 
**  camps ;   travelled  through  many  countries ;    seen  many 
<^  men  under  several  climates,  and  of  as  various  com- 
"  plexions  C   yet   thinks  (in  which  every  body   will  not 
agree)  '^  he  speaks  of  our  impotence  to  resist  the  wiles  of 
**  women  in  very  severe  terms ' ;"  where  Ralegh  has  upon 
the  solid  ground  of  the  greatest  examples  admonidied  us, 
tp  what  fi&tal  inconveniences  mankind  is  allured  by  their 
nestless  curiosity  of  knowing  what  is  unfit  for  their  know- 

1 6ir   Walter  Ralegh's   Remaias,  bury,  4ta  1648.  p.  ult.  and  Ralegh's 

lamo.  1726.  p.  62.  Remains  aforesaid,  p.  195. 

k  The  airaignnent  of  sir  Walter  >  See  Che  Spectator,   toI.   7.  N*. 

Ralegh,  copied  by  sir  Thomas  Orer-  51a 
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ledge^  and  the  prevailing  expedients  to  gratify  it  of  dissimu- 
late sorrow  and  unquietness°^. 

While  Ralegh  was  under  the  displeasure  aforesaid,  and 
in  retirem^it,  he  projected  a  further  removal  from  the 
court;  the  better  by  that  distance,  and  some  memcxrable  ex- 
plmt,  to  allay  the  malice  of  bis  enemies,  and  recover  his  so- 
verrign^s  love.  Some  thought  this  an  impolitic  course ;  as 
if  his  Cpreign  actions  could  not  work  so  effectually  to  his  ad- 
vantage^ as  the  applications  of  his  adversaries  to  his  dis- 
paragement i^.  And  hereupon  sir  Robert  Naunton  says, 
''  That  finding  his  fi&vour  declining,  and  falling  into  a  re* 
^^  cess,  he  undertook  a  new  per^rination  to  leave  that  terra 
^  ffj/Erma  <^  the  court  for  that  of  the  wars,  and  by  dedin- 
^*  ing  himself,  and  by  absence,  to  expel  his  and  the  passion 
^^  of  his  enemies;  which  in  court  (says  he)  was  a  strange 
**  device  <^  recovery,  but  that  he  knew  there  was  some  ill 
'^  office  done  him,  that  he  durst  not  attempt  to  mind  any 
other  ways  than  by  going  ande,  thereby  to  teach  envy  a 
new  way  of  forgetfulness,  and  not  so  much  as  to  think  of 
him :  howsoever,  he  had  it  always  in  mind  never  to  forget 
'*  himself;  and  his  device  took  so  well,  that  at  his  return  he 
**  came  in,  as  rams  do  by  going  backwards,  with  the  greater 
*<  strength ;  and  so  continued  to  the  last  great  in  her 
grace  <>.^  Thus  also  says  another  author;  *^  His  enemies 
of  greater  rank  kept  him  under ;  sometimes  in,  sometimes 
out ;  and  then  he  would  wisely  decline  himself  out  of  the 
^*  court  road :  and  then  you  found  him  not  but  by  fame ; 
in  voyages  to  the  West  Indies,  Guiana,  new  plantations, 
Virginia,  or  in  some  expeditions  against  the  Spaniard  P,^ 
And  thus  writes  a  third  to  the  same  purpose :  ^^  It  is  ob- 
«  servable,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  in  and  out  at  court 
**  so  often,  that  he  was  commonly  called  the  tennis-ball  of 
fortune  which  she  delighted  to  sport  with.  His  enemies 
perpetually  brought  him  into  disgrace  with  his  mistress, 


"  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  History  of  1665.  p.  488. 

the  World,  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  sect.  4.  *  Fragmenta  Regafia,  p.  39. 

■  Lloyd's  Obsenrations  on  the  States-  p  AuUcos  CoquinariK,  p.  78. 
men  aiid  Favoiirites  of  EDgland,  8to. 
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<<  and  his  merit  in  a  little  time  restored  him  again  to  her 
^^  faTour:  and  as  she  always  grew  cold  to  the  earl  of  Essex 
^<  after  absence,  so  she  ever  received  Ralegh  with  greater 
^'  marks  of  her  esteem ;  and  he  was  too  hard  for  his  rivals 
^*  by  the  very  means  which  they  intended  for  his  destruc- 
<<  tion  9.^  Certainly  he  deserved  such  good  fortune,  be- 
yond all  others,  of  a  restitution  to  royal  favour,  who  could 
ap  much  more  hazardously  and  heroically  than  any  of  them 
aspire  to  earn  it ;  as  now  he  abundantly  manifested,  in  that 
grand  and  gallant  undertaking  to  discover  and  conquer  the 
large,  rich,  and  beautiful  empire  of  Guiana ;  an  enterprise 
wluch  had  baffled  the  repeated  efforts  of  some  of  the  ablest 
and  most  renowned  captains  and  cavaliers  in  Spain  for  near 
a  faimdred  years  past :  for,  in  one  of  their  own  authors,  we 
may  read  the  names  of  many  brave  commanders,  and  their 
commendations  for  the  miseries  they  endured,  who  within 
that  space  had  trod  this  maze,  and  lost  themselves,  with 
some  five  hundred,  some  a  thousand  men  apiece,  in  finding 
out  this  country  ^  And  yet  none  of  all  their  own  authors 
have  more  nobly  and  liberally  celebrated  these,  and  other 
such  like  adventurers  of  the  Spanish  nation,  than  Balegh 
himself  has  done*.     How  justly  therefore  his  painful  and 


n  Life  of  air  WalUu-  Ralegh,  io 
liret  EDglifh  aud  Foreign,  vol.  i. 
p.  98. 

'Juan  de  Castellanos  clerigo»  in 
bit  book  entitled,  Primera  parte  de 
las  Elegias  de  Varones  illnstrei  de 
IndBas. 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  expressly 
points  at  the  Spanish  attempts  upon 
Oolaiia,  as  any  one  may  perceive 
who  has  read  Castellano's  Elogies, 
Just  before  quoted,  where  he  says, 
**  Here  I  cannot  forbear  to  commend 
**  the  patient  virtue  of  the  Spaniards. 
**  We  seldom  or  never  find  that  any 
**  nation  hath  endured  so  many  mis- 
*'  adventures  and  miseries  as  the 
**  Spaniards  have  done  in  their  In- 
**  dian  discoveries ;  yet  persisting  in 
**  their  enterprises  witii  an  invindble 
**  constancy,  they  have  annexed  to 
**  theirkingdoms  so  many  goodly  pn>- 
*'  vinces,  as  bury  the  remembrance 


*<  of  all  dangers  past.  Tempests, 
**  shipwreck,  famine,  overthrows, 
*'  mutinies,  heat  and  cold,  pesti- 
'*  knee,  and  all  manner  of  diseases, 
"  both  old  and  new ;  together  with 
*'  extreme  poverty  and  want  of  all 
'*  things  needful,  have  been  the  ene* 
**  mies  wherewith  every  one  of  their 
**  most  noble  discoverers,  at  one  time 
'*  or  other,  hath  encountered.  Many 
"  years  have  passed  over  some  of 
**  their  heads  in  the  search  of  not  so 
'*  many  leagues;  yea,  more  than 
"  one  or  two  have  spent  their  labour, 
**  their  wealth,  and  their  lives,  in 
*'  search  of  a  golden  kingdom,  with- 
''  out  getting  further  notice  of  it 
<<  than  what  they  had  at  their  first  set- 
'<  ting  forth.  All  which  notwithstand- 
<*  ing,  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth, 
«  have  not  been  disheartened.  Surehr 
*<  they  are  worthily  rewarded  with 
**  tho«e    treasuries    and    paradii 
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perilous  enterprise  for  the  same  dbcorery  wilt  entitle  him 
to  praises  equal  wi&  the  moat  worthy  of  them,  may  Ikxhi 
appear,  now  that  we  are  launching  forth  into  the  spaoous  and 
DieEuidroua  channels  thereof. 

For  Ral^h,  industrious  in  diving  into  the  causes  of  so 
many  failures,  having  informed  himself  what  amlnrat 
courses  the  preceding  adventurers  had  taken  to  arrive  at 
the  heart  of  the  countiy  they  sought,  and  which  was  the 
shortest  way  to  make  a  aucx^essful  discovery,  found  that 
most  of  the  Spanish  attempts  in  these  parts  had  fi^ed 
through  the  mutinies  and  discords  which  they  had  fomented 
among  themselves;  as  most  of  th«r  conquests  in  others 
were  much  owing  to  the  like  factions  among  the  Americans: 
and  if  "  there  was  not  an  expert  soldier  or  seaman  but  he 
"  ctHisulted,^  as  one  author  observes  upon  his  character  in 
general, "  nor  a  printed  or  manuscript  discourse  but  be  per- 
"  used ;  whereby  it  came  to  pass,  there  were  not  exacter 
"rules  or  principles  for  both  services  than  he  drew';" 
much  more  may  we  believe  he  now  particularly  made  use  of 
these  helps  and  lights  to  draw  those  rules  and  directions  by, 
which  this  year  (last  mentioned,  1594)  he  gave  to  an  old 
officer,  captun  Whiddon,  whose  experience  he  had  before 
tried,  for  a  voyage  to  the  country  aforesaid :  and  this  same 
year  that  capt^n  also  returned  fnmi  thence,  with  several 
inducing  confirmations  of  the  grandeur  and  opulency  of 
Guiana,  having  leamt  the  same  from  some  of  the  grand 
cauques,  or  prindpal  rulers,  upon  the  borders  thereof;  but 
not  without  complaints  of  some  barbarous  treachery  from 
the  Spanish  governor,  who  had  then  got  some  footing 
there;  and,  afier  promises  of  suffering  the  Englishmen  to 
furnish  themselves  with  what  supplies  they  wanted,  decoyed 
several  of  fhem  to  their  destruction.  Ralegh  had  thus  more 
^urs  than  one,  inciting  him  to  visit  these  regions  in  person; 


"  whidi  tbej  eajoy ;  tod  well  tbejr  Kb.  j.cap.  i.»t.  to. 

"  deterro  to  bold  tbera  quietly,  if         '  Llofd'*    Ob«cmlioin    on    ib« 

"  thef  Under  aot  tbe  like  riitues  in  Sutanten  kod  FanNiritn  of  Eng- 

"  otben,  «rbi«b  tperbupil  will  not  be  iNod,  p.  466. 

••  found."    Hiiloiy  of  the  World, 
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and  the  scheme  he  fonned  upon  an  answerable  return, 
might,  according  to  the  probability  of  his  own  propodtions, 
which  will  not  be  passed  over,  being  founded  upon  the  testi* 
monies  of  the  best  informed  writers,  and  intelligence  of 
trayellers  into  the  country,  have  subjugated  not  only  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  but  Spain  itself,  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land: for  if  we  could  but  compass  golden  territories  in 
America,  as  the  Spaniards  had  done,  he  doubted  not  to 
extend  the  empire  of  his  royal  mistress  as  far  beyond  the 
dominion  of  other  European  princes,  as  she  surpassed  them 
in  her  magnanimous  virtues.  And  now  this  golden  country 
made  such  invitations,  being  then  no  less,  if  not  more  con- 
fidently described  and  attested  for  such,  than  any  other  in 
those  parts  of  the  world ",  at  least  before  they  were  per- 
fectly discovered ;  he  cheerfuUy  determined,  in  quest  there- 


■  The  empire  of  Guiana  is  directly 
cut  firom  Peru  towardji  the  tea,  and 
lies  under  the  equinoctial  line ;  was 
lihen  goremed  by  the  same  laws,  and 
under  the  same  religion.    There  are 
many  attestations  of  the  wonderful 
ricfa^  in  these  parts,  especially  the 
imperial  city,  which  they  called  Ma- 
Boa,  where,  Francisco  Liopez,  speak- 
ing of  the  magnificence  of  the  em- 
peror's court,  says,  **  That  all  the 
**  Tessels    of  his  bouse,  table  and 
'*  kitchen,  were  of  gold  and  silver ; 
**  tiiat  in  his  wardrobe  were  hollow 
**  itatues    of   gold,    which    seemed 
**  giants ;   and  the  figures,  in  pro- 
*'  portion  and    bigness,  of  all  the 
**  beasts,  birds,  trees,  and  herbs  that 
**  the  earth  brings  forth,  and  of  all 
**  the  fishes  that  the  sea  or  waters  of 
**  hit  kingdom  breeds.  Finally,  there 
**  was  nothing  in  his  country  whereof 
**  he  had  not  tiie  counterfeit  in  gold." 
VSd.  Franc.  Lopez  de  Gomara,  Hist 
Gen.  de  las  Ind.  cap.  lao.    Further, 
tliat  city  of  Manoa  was  by  Juan 
Martinez,  the  first  Christian  who  saw 
it,  caUed  El  Dorado,  or  the  Golden 
City,  upon    seeing    the    Guianians 
Aere,  and  all  about  the  borders,  in 
their  drunken  rerelt,  anoint  them- 
mHwtB  with  a  glutinont  baltam,  and 
powder  their  naked  bodies  over  with 
goM-dotty  till  they  all  glittered  from 


head  to  foot.  The  substance  of  which 
report  is  at  the  end  of  the  navigation 
of  the  great  river  of  Marannon,  writ- 
ten by  Gonzalo  Fernando  de  Oviedo 
to  cardinal  Bembo,  and  printed  in 
the  Raccolta  delle  Navigazioni,  &c. 
da  Giovanni  Rattista  Ramusio,  vol.  3. 
fol.  416.  We  may  read  also  in  Mar- 
tin Fernandez  de  Encica's  Discourse 
of  the  ports,  creeks,  and  havens  of 
the  West  Indies,  dedicated  to  Cbaries 
the  emperor,  ann.   1518.  in  Lopez 
Vaz,  and  several  other  authors,  re- 
peated assurances  of  the  mountains 
and  rivers  in  this  country  abounding 
with  gold.    And  this  very  year,  that 
Ralegh  sent  for  intelligence  thither, 
there  were  Spamsh  letters  taken  at 
sea  by  captain  Popham,  (who  laid 
them  before   the  council,)  wherein 
were  many  testimonies  of  gold  and 
jewels  found  tere  in  vast  plenty; 
and  a  great  idol  weighing  forty-seven 
quintals,  with  a  bark  brought  from 
thence  to  Madeira,  containing  two 
millions  of  gold.    Confirming  alto 
the  natives  besprinlding  themselves 
over  with  the  powder  of  gold  when 
they   entered  their  borradieras,  or 
baoehanalian  feasts,  which  the  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Rob.  Dudddy,  in  his 
Voyape  to  tiie  Isle  of  Trinidad,  also 
mentiont.    See  Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  Ibl. 
^34»  699,  778,  576,  &c 
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of,  though  tbrougj)  an  ocettn  vd  difficulties,  to  wash  away 
the  maUce  of  his  adversaries  at  court,  and  render  his  cha> 
racter  more  impenetrahle  against  the  little  censures  wbidi 
•warm  in  that  theatre  of  cireiimvention  to  sting  and  fester 
niperior  merit :  as  if  he  thought-no  forogn  expedition  could 
be  more  hazardous  to  the  brave,  or  such  as  cannot  live  with- 
out cUsdnguishing  themselves,  than  the  busy  factions  and 
parties  which  are  dwJy  undermining  them  at  home;  but 
that,  like  Cbabrias,  and  others  of  the  greatest  Atheniaua  in 
his  time,  be  should  be  removed  from  envy,  as  far  as  he  was 
distant  from  his  native  country.  With,  such  liLe  vievrs  Ra- 
le^ very  speedily  6tted  out  a  fleet,  and  at  a  great  expense; 
though  the  lord  admiral  Howard  and  eir  Robert  Cecil  were 
at  the  further  charge  of  augmenting  it ;  such  opinion  they 
also  had  o!  this  enterprise.  We  may  dbunguish  five  ships 
under  him,  besides  barges,  wherries,  and  other  necessary 
tenders,  in  his  own  excellent  narrative  of  this  voyage, 
though  he  names  them  not  at  first  setting  out ;  because  he 
se^ns  not  to  have  been  tlien  accompanied  with  more  than 
oat  of  them :  but,  as  they  afterwards  joined  him,  he  men- 
tions them.  Whence  we  undnMand  the  ship  himself  went 
in  was  his  own,  which  he  does  not  nmne;  but  tbe  Ldon's- 
WheQp,  which  was  the  lord  admiral's,  vras  commended  by 
captain  George  Gifibrd  ;  captain  Eeynus  had  the  command 
of  a  galego,  besides  a  bark,  which  was  committed  to  captain 
Cross,  and  another  to  captain  Calfield.  The  whole  number 
<^  men  in  this  fleet  is  not  mentioned;  but  the  select  Gom> 
pany  of  officers,  gentlemen,  and  soldiers,  he  used  in  his  dis- 
coveries, exceeded  not  one  hundred.  Thus  prepared,  he  hi*  To^igv 
departed  from  Plymouth  on  the  sixth  of  February  follow- ^^^"^ 
ing,  and  made  to  the  Grand  Canaries,  and  so  to  Teneriffe,  OdUiw. 
where  he  waited  a  while  for  the  LionV Whelp,  and  for  captun 
Annas  Preston.  But  this  captain  disappointed  him,  and 
went  upon  another  adventure,  which  proved  some  disad- 
vantage in  the  prosecution  of  his  discoveries.  After  seven 
or  dght  days,  not  sedng  them,  he  proceeded  for  Trinidad 
with  his  own  ship  and  captain  Cross's  only,  (for  the  gal^^ 
which  set  out  with  them  hngered  bdiind  on  tbe  coast  of 
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Spain.)  They  reached  that  isle  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  cast 
anchor  at  Point  Curiapan,  which  the  Spaniards  called 
Punta  de  Gallo,  intuate  in  eight  degrees,  or  thereabouts.  In 
the  four  or  five  days  he  continued  here,  he  came  not  to  the 
speech  of  any  Indian  or  Spaniard.  On  the  coast  he  saw  a 
fire,  but  for  fear  of  the  Spaniards  none  of  the  Indians  dared 
to  approach  him.  Then  Ralegh,  in  his  barge,  coasted  close 
along  the  shore,  and  landed  in  every  cove,  the  better  to 
know  the  island,  while  his  ships  kept  the  channel.  From 
hence  he  removed  in  a  few  days  up  north-east,  to  recover 
that  place  the  Spaniards  call  Puerto  de  los  Espannoles,  but 
the  inhabitants,  Conquerabia ;  and  as  before,  (revictualling 
his  barge,)  he  left  the  ships,  and  kept  by  the  shore,  that  he 
might  better  speak  with  the  inhabitants,  and  observe  the 
livers,  watering-places,  and  ports  in  the  island ;  of  all  which 
he  took  draughts  as  he  passed  along,  which  he  reduced  at 
last  to  one  general  map.  At  Parico  he  found  a  fresh-water 
river,  and  at  Terra  de  Brea  another  port,  called  by  the  na- 
tives Piche,  great  quantities  of  very  good  oysters  growing 
upon  the  branches  of  certain  trees,  here  so  numerous,  that 
he  travelled  for  a  dozen  miles  together  under  them ;  which 
enabled  him  afterwards  to  rectify  the  ancient  accounts  of 
this  tree,  and  the  fond  conceits  of  some  modems,  that  it  was 
the  tree  of  knowledge  '.  In  short,  he  coasted  three  parts 
of  the  Isle  of  Trinidad,  in  the  month  he  stayed  there  for  cap- 
tain Preston,  the  more  exactly  to  make  his  draught  thereof 
aforesaid  y.     At  Puerto  de  los  Espannoles  he  met  with  his 


*  It  is  the  Indian  fig,  which  he  has 
cnrioasly  described ;  and  how  it  beam 
oysters,  by  planting  itself  into  the 
sea;  so  that  one  stem  soon  becomes 
a  grove.  See  Hist,  of  the  World, 
lib.  I.  cap.  4.  sect.  a. 

7  Martin  Fernandez  de  Encica,  be- 
fore quoted,  sajrs,  this  island  of  Tri- 
nidad is  twenty-fi?e  leagues  in  length, 
and  as  manv  in  breadth ;  but  Ralegh, 
who  knew  it  much  better,  says,  it  is 
bat  narrow,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
■beep-hook;  that  the  north  part  is 
mountidnousy  the  soil  excellent,  and 
will  bear  sugar,  ginger,  or  any  other 


commodities  t^e  Indies  yield;  has  store 
of  deer,  wild  porks,  fruits,  fish,  and 
fowl.  Mr.  Dnddely,  in  bis  royage 
thither  before  mentioned,  called  the 
bay  under  the  point  of  Curiapan, 
Pdicau*s  Bay,  from  the  abundance 
of  those  birds  there ;  says>  they  had 
also  parrots  in  great  number  and  va- 
riety; and,  according  to  sir  Walter 
Ralcf^'s  account,  divers  beasts  which 
the  Indies  have  not,  who  adds,  the 
Spaniards  confessed  they  had  found 
grains  of  gold  in  some  of  the  riven ; 
but  he  tarried  not  in  search  thereof, 
through  his  desire  of  entering  Guiana. 
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flbips,  and  found  a  company  of  Spatuards  keeping  guard  at 
the  descent,  who,  in  doubt  of  their  own  strength  ',  ofiered 
agna  of  peace.  He  sent  captun  Whiddon  to  parley  with 
them,  whom  he  afterwards  left  buried  in  the  island  to  his 
fpnax.  grief,  bang  a  man,  says  Ralegh,  most  honest  and  va- 
liant. From  some  o!  the  Spanish  soldiers,  whom  he  found 
means  to  make  free  of  thar  tongue  by  the  help  of  wine, 
and  irom  c»ie  of  the  Indian  rulers,  named  Cantyman,  whom 
captain  Whiddon  had  been  acquwnted  with,  he  gathered 
what  strength  the  Spaniards  were  of,  and  how  far  it  was 
to  the  city  they  had  built  under  their  governor  don  An- 
tonio de  Berreo.  Here  he  found  occasion  of  staying  a  while, 
both  to  have  some  reckoning  with  Berreo  for  his  treacherous 
dealings  with  the  English  under  Whiddon;  and  to  leam 
also  the  strength,  riches,  and  passages  to  several  other  parts  ' 
of  the  country.  But  when  Ral^h  was  credibly  informed 
that  Uie  Spanish  governor  had  sent  for  a  recruit  of  soldiers, 
and  how  lamentably  the  natives  suffered  under  his  cruelties ; 
that  the  very  lords  of  the  country  were  made  bis  slaves ; 
that  he  had  put  one  of  them,  named  Morequito,  to  death ; 
that  several  others  were  then  lying  in  cbiuns,  and  languish- 
ing under  the  most  exquisite  tortures,  he  found  sufficient 
occasion,  not  only  to  revenge  the  loss  of  his  countrymen,  but 
a  good  opportunity  to  giun  the  hearts  of  the  Indians,  by 
attempting  to  rescue  them  from  this  yoke  of  tyranny :  and 
indeed  without  this  attempt,  in  viun  had  any  other  been  to- 
wards his  intended  discoveries.  For,  considering  be  was  to 
enter  Guiana  in  small  boats,  and  to  leave  his  ships  some 
hundred  miles  behind,  he  was  not  unapprehensive  how  in- 
discreet he  should  be  thought  by  all  men,  if  he  left  also  a 
garrison  of  enemies  at  his  back,  interested  in  the  same  en- 
terprise, and  in  daily  expectation  of  reinforcements  irom 
Spun :  therefore,  taking  his  advantage,  he  boldly  set  upon 
the  corps  du  garde  in  the  dusk  <^  the  evening ;  and  having 


'  And  jtt  the  Spaniwdx  bid  Q<nr  tlie  reuoi 

gotten  Kime  three  hundred  loldien  diqiluit  tl 

than,  M  Mr.  Duddely,  io  bl>  Vo]nge  57J. 
abore  dted,  inlbniiB  oi,  wUch  wt 


190 


THE  LIFE  OF 


■«• 


put  them  to  the  sword,  advanced  with  a  hundred  men. 
Fires  the    and  by  break  of  day  took  their  new  city,  called  San  Joseph, 
Jaieph.^"  which,  at  the  entreaty  of  the  Indians,  he  set  on  fire.     Then 
were  the  natives  in  confinement  set  at  liberty.     Among 
DeiiTen      them  Were  five  casiques,  or  petty  kings  in  those  parts*. 
priooM  *^  These,  all  bound  together  in  one  chain,  almost  dead  with 
from  Spa-  &mine,  and  wasted  with  torments,  having  had  their  naked 
'  bodies  basted  or  dropped  over  with  burning  bacon,  Ralegh 
also,  to  his  great  reputation,  delivered  from  their  captivity  : 
and  several  years  after,  when  this,  with  Ralegh^s  other  no- 
ble acts  among  these  Indians,  was  mentioned  by  some  of 
our  English  adventurers  to  Guiana,  it  was  freshly  retained 
and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  them  to  his  honour :  when 
also  one  of  their  bravest  princes,  who  bad  been  in  England, 
and  christened  Leonard  Ragapo,  came  above  a  hundred 
miles  to  visit  them,  for  the  great  love  he  bore  to  Ralegh ; 
manifestly  shewing  how  durably  he  had  engaged  their  af- 
fection and  desires  for  his  return  to  be  their  ruler  and  pro- 
Takes  Ber-  tector  b.     But  for  the  governor,  who  had  imprisoned  so 
|[^^P""      many  of  them,  he  was  now  become  a  prisoner  himself;  and 
Ralcg^h,  by  hb  courteous  treatment  of  him,  reaped  the  fruit 
of  that  knowledge  and  experience  he  had  gathered  in  the 
many  years  he  had  consumed,  with  great  sums  of  money, 
upon  the  discovery  of  Guiana  c.     The  same  day  that  Ra- 
legh   made   this    conquest   arrived    captain   Gifibrd    and 
captain  Eeymis,  and  in  their  ships  divers  gentlemen  and 
others,  which  to  his  little  army  was  a  great  succour  and 
solace.     Then  proceeding  upon  his  discovery,  Ralegh  first 


soner. 


*  Their  names  were  Wannawanare, 
Carroaori,  Maqaarima,  Tarroopa- 
naiiia,  and  Alterima. 

^  See  captain  Roh.  Harcourf  s 
Voyage  to  Gaiana,  i6oS,  in  Porrbas's 
Pilgrims,  toI.  4.  1635.  fol.  136S  and 
1371. 

*  Thb  fierreo  iras  a  man  of  great 
honoar,  and  of  a  great  heart,  as  Ralegh 
acknowledges,  (at  least  while  he  was 
hit  prisoner)  though  otherwise  unfit 
for  his  undertaking,  as  well  for  his 
cruelty,   for  which  he  would  have 


been  expelled,  as  being  utterly  un- 
learned, and  not  knowing  the  east 
from  the  west;  therefore,  no  ways 
curious  after  the  intelligence  be 
should  have  procured :  for  though  he 
had  been  eleven  years  npon  this  dis- 
covery, had  lost  above  a  thousand 
men ;  and,  as  he  swore  to  Ralegh, 
had  spent  three  hundred  thousand 
ducats ;  yet  never  conld  he  enter  so 
far  into  ttie  land  as  myself,  (says  Ra- 
legh,) with  that  poor  troop,  or  rather 
handhilof  men. 
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called  all  the  chiefs  of  the  island  tf^ther,  vho  were  ene- 
mies to  the  Spaniards;  for  some  c^  them  Berreo  had 
brought  out  of  other  countries,  and  planted  there,  to  eat 
out  and  waste  the  natives ;  then  by  his  Indian  interpreter, 
whom  be  carried  out  of  England,  he  made  them  under- 
stand "  he  was  the  servant  of  a  queen,  who  was  the  greatest  HU  ^ewli 
"  camque  of  the  north,  and  a  virgin,  who  had  more  casiqui  ofTriDidad. 
"  under  her  than  there  were  trees  in  that  island:  that  she 
"  was  an  enemy  to  the  Castellani,  in  r^aid  of  thor  ^- 
"  ranny  and  oppression ;  and  having  freed  all  the  coasts  of 
"  the  oorthem  world  from  their  servitude,  had  sent  him  to 
"  iree  them  also ;  and  withal  to  defend  the  country  of 
"  Guiana  from  their  invasion  and  canquest,**  Then  be 
i^ewed  them  her  majesty's  picture,  which  tbey  to  admired 
wxl  honoured,  that  it  had  been  eas^  for  him  to  have  made 
them  idolatrous  thereof.  The  like  and  larger  speeches  he 
made  in  solemn  manner  to  the  rest  of  the  nations,  both  in 
his  passage  to  Guiana  and  to  those  of  the  borders :  so  as  in 
that  part  of  the  world  the  queen  of  England's  fame  was  dif- 
fiised  with  great  admiration.  This  done,  Ralegh  returned 
to  Curiapan,  and  though  he  had  learnt  of  Berreo  that 
Guiana  was  some  hundred  miles  further  than  the  accounts 
he  received  of  captain  Whiddon  had  represented  it,  he  kept 
the  knowledge  thereof  from  his  company,  whom  he  feared 
would  have  been  discouraged  thereby  from  prosecuting  the 
discovery.  When  Ralegh  had  further  gathered  from  Ber- 
reo the  proceedings  of  the  past  adventurers  and  his  own,  of 
all  which  he  gives  us  a  succinct  and  curious  history,  he  told 
him  be  was  come  upon  the  same  design,  and  was  resolved  to  DUcaonge- 
see  Guiana.  Berreo  used  many  arguments  to  dissuade  him;  °'*°''' 
as  that  be  must  venture  in  very  light  and  small  boats  to 
pass  BO  many  dangerous  shallows,  and  could  not  carry 
victuals  enough  above  half  the  way ;  that  none  of  the  coun- 
try would  speak  with  him ;  and,  if  he  followed  them,  would 
bum  their  towns ;  bc«des,  the  way  was  long,  the  winter  at 
band,  and  the  rivers  beginning  to  swell;  but  above  all, 
that  the  kings  and  iords,  who  bordered  upon  Guiana,  had 
decreed,  that  none  of  them  should  trade  with  any  Chris- 
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tians  for  gold,  because  the  same  would  be  their  own  over- 
throw. Ralegh,  resolving  however  to  make  trial,  directed 
his  vice-admiral,  captain  Gifford,  and  captain  Calfield,  to 
turn  eastward  against  the  mouth  of  the  river  Capuri,  and 
gave  them  instructions  to  anchor  at  the  edge  of  the  shoal, 
and  upon  the  best  of  the  flood  to  thrust  over ;  but  they  la- 
boured in  vain :  nor  did  the  flood  continue  so  long,  but  the 
water  fell  before  they  could  have  passed  the  sands.  Then 
Ralegh  sent  one  King,  master  of  the  Lion V Whelp,  to  try  an- 
other branch,  called  the  Amana,  if  either  of  the  small  ships 
would  enter ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  mouth,  he  found  it 
as  the  rest.  After  him  went  John  Dowglass,  who  disco- 
vered four  goodly  entrances ;  but  all  shoaled  and  shallow  in 
the  bays  leading  to  them.  In  the  mean  time  Ralegh,  fear- 
ing the  worst,  caused  his  carpenters  to  cut  down  an  old  ga- 
l^go  boat,  to  fit  her  with  banks  for  oars,  and  so  as  she  might 
draw  but  five  foot;  in  this  went  Ralegh,  with  gentlemen 
and  officers  to  the  number  of  threescore.  In  the  Lion^s- 
Tet  leava  Whelp  boat  and  wherry  they  carried  twenty ;  captain  Cal- 
hiishipt at  field,  in  his  wherry,  carried  ten ;  and  a  barge  of  Ralegh''s 
ten  more.  This  was  all  the  means  they  had,  having  left 
their  ships  at  Curiapan^  to  carry  a  hundred  men,  with  wea- 
pons and  provisions  for  a  month,  exposed  to  all  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  weather,  all  the  hazards  of  the  water ;  to  lie 
open  to  the  air,  and  upon  hard  boards  by  night ;  in  storms 
of  rain,  or  under  the  burning  sun  by  day ;  to  smell  the  wet 
clothes  of  so  many  crowded  together,  the  dresnng  of  their 
food,  and  that  mostly  stale  fish,  in  the  same  place ;  to  be  in 
such  a  labyrinth  of  rivers,  in  such  a  remote  and  unknown 
region;  what  prison  couid  be  more  loathsome  and  un- 
hedtby?  what  prospect  more  fearful  and  desolate?  At 
first  setting  out,  they  had  twenty  miles  of  a  high  sea  to  cross 
DrtVen  into  in  these  scanty  boats;  so  that  they  were  driven  before  the 
J5J[^^^  wind  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Guanipa,  inhabited  by 
inhuman  cannibals,  who  shot  poisoned  arrows :  and  from 
thence  to  enter  one  of  the  rivers  of  which  Dowglass  had 
brought  tidings.  After  four  days  they  were  past  ebbing 
and  flowing,  and  might  have  wandered  a  whole  year  about. 
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and  never  been  able  to  extricate  themselves,  in  such  a  ge- 
neral oonfluence  or  rendezvous  of  Btreanu  were  they  now 
bewildered ;  and  so  resembling  one  another,  as  not  to  be 
difltinguided ;  but  imperceptibly  circulating  and  driving 
them  about  into  the  same  places  where  they  had  been  be- 
fore ;  passing  between  many  islands  and  straits,  whose  bor- 
ders were  so  thickly  arched  and  overshadowed  with  trees,  as 
bounded  thdr  n^t  to  the  breadth  of  the  river  and  length 
of  the  avenue,  while  the  gloominess  of  the  prospect  added 
horror  to  the  lonesomeness  of  the  place.  At  'length,  on  the 
S2d  of  May  1595,  they  felt  into  a  river;  which,  because  if 
had  no  name,  they  called  the  Red-cross  river,  these  bang, 
the  first  Christians  who  ever  entered  the  same.  When  they 
drew  into  the  creek,  which  led  to  a  town  upon  this  river, 
th«r  Indian  plot,  named  Ferdinando,  landing,  was  set 
upon  by  his  countrymen,  who  hunted  him  with  dogs; 
whereupon  Ral^h  seized  an  old  man  pasung  that  way, 
and  threatened  to  cut  off  his  head,  if  he  would  not  procure 
his  ptlfjt's  liberty:  but  he,  by  his  agility,  soon  escaped 
them,  and  swam  to  Ralegh's  harge :  however,  they  kept  the 
old  man,  and  used  him  kindly,  assuring  themselves  of  use- 
ful information  from  a  native  so  long  conversant  in  those 
ports.  And  indeed,  but  for  this  accident,  they  had  never 
bund  th«r  way  forward  to  the  country  they  sought,  nor 
back  to  that  where  th«r  ships  lay ;  the  old  man  himself 
being  often  in  the  utmost  perplexity  which  river  to  take,  so 
numerous  and  intricate  they  were.  Those  people  who  dwell 
in  the  flooded  lands  of  this  insular  and  broken  world,  or  in 
all  the  tracts  towards  Guiana,  which  the  eig^t  branches  of 
the  Orenoque  fashion  into  islands,  are  generally  called  ^H- 1 
vitivas,  but  distinguished  into  two  tribes,  a  lujrdy  and  va- 
liant generation ;  who,  though  they  inhabited  houses  on  the 
ground  in  summer,  yet  in  winter  were  forced  to  ascend  and 
reside  in  the  trees,  where  they  built  themselves  artificial 
towns,  and  wht^  Csmilies  were  to  be  seen  lodged  in  an  arm 
or  branch  of  thoae  aerial  w  ve^table  tenements ;  as  it  is 
written  to  the  Spanish  history  of  the  West  Indies,  thoae 
people  also  did  in  the  low  lands  near  the  gulf  of  Urabs ; 
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for  between  May  and  September  those  islands  are  over- 
flowed in  some  places  twenty  foot  high  by  the  said  grand 
river  of  Orenoque. 

Departing  from  this  quarter  of  the  Tivitivas,  which  was 
under  the  division  or  tribe  caUed  Ciawani,  he  kept  passing 
up  the  river  with  the  flood,  and  anchoring  in  the  ebb ;  yet 
the  third  day  of  his  entering  the  river  aforesaid  his  galley 
ran  aground,  and  stuck  so  fast,  they  all  thought  their  dis« 
covery  was  at  an  end,  and  that  the  greatest  number  of  them 
must  live  like  rooks,  and  build  them  nests  in  the  boughs ; 
but,  after  emptying  her  ballast,  and  much  labour,  they  got 
her  afloat  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  and  struck  into  an- 
Enters  the  Other  river  called  the  Great  Amana,  spacious  and  without 
^eat  ™»-^udjng^  being  one  of  the  fairest  branches  of  the  grand 
Orenoque:  but  here  the  flood  of  the  sea  left  them,  and 
every  man,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  was  forced  to 
tug  by  turns  at  the  oar  for  several  days,  against  a  rapid 
current,  and  in  a  most  sultry  clime ;  for  they  were  now  in 
In  fire  de-  five  degrees  of  the  line.  Many  goodly  rivulets  they  passed 
'^'*^'  on  either  side,  which  Ralegh  named  in  his  map,  and  diewed 
their  rise  and  descent.  When  three  days  more  were  passed 
over,  his  company  began  as  well  to  despair  at  the  length  of  the 
In  great  way,  as  to  languish  through  excessive  heat ;  and  well  might 
their  courage,  now  their  provision  also  began  to  fail ;  yet 
now  had  they  most  need  of  strength  and  vigour,  when  the 
current  of  the  river  grew  most  boisterous  and  violent  against 
them.  Here  Halegh  had  a  great  task  to  keep  up  the  spirits 
of  his  disconsolate  companions,  which  could  not  be  done  by 
exhortations,  without  example;  without  being  ever  fore- 
most to  endure  labour,  and  the  last  who  gratified  himself 
with  refreshment.  He  also  strictly  commanded  his  pilots 
to  promise  an  end  every  next  day ;  which  honest  deceit  he 
used  so  often,  they  were  forced  to  assure  it  would  be  at 
every  reach.  Thus  while  he  was  giving  them  hopes  of  at- 
taining the  land  where  their  patience  should  be  rewarded 
with  plenty ;  while  he  was  wringing  out  every  man^s 
thoughts  of  returning,  by  the  strongest  arguments  which 
could  be  opposed ;  as,  that  they  were  now  got  so  far^  and 
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reduced  to  such  slender  acGomiDodBtions,  the;  could  not  avoid 
perishing  if  they  returned,  but  might  find  relid'  in  jvo- 
ceeding;  Providence  aeetns  to  have  rewarded  his  trust  in 
her  bj  hapjnly  shifting  the  scene,  and  presenting  the  most 
beaudfiil  landscape  they  had  ever  beheld.  For  here  moun-R< 
tains,  crowned  with  garlands  of  fruitful  trees,  invited  Kme 
sense;  and  verdant  pliuns  of  many  miles  extent,  enamelled 
with  groups  of  odorous  Sowers,  regaled  another.  Birds  of 
such  sorts  and  colours  as  they  had  never  BeeQ<^  tempted 
them  to  supply  themselves  by  th^r  fowlingpieces ;  and 
fishes  of  various  kinds,  by  their  nets;  without  which,  hav- 
ing little  or  no  bread,  and  less  drink,  only  the  thick  and 
troubled  water  of  the  river,  they  hod  been  in  the  greatest 
extremity.  Now  the  old  Ciawanian  they  had  taken,  (as  be- 
fore mentioned,)  persuading  them  he  would  lead  them  to  a 
town  up  the  branch  of  a  river  on  the  right  hand,  where 
they  might  be  supplied  with  all  conveniences,  and  return 
before  night ;  Ralegh,  leaving  his  galley,  took  eight  mus> 
keteers  in  his  barge,  and  with  GiiFord  and  Calfield  in  tbor 
wherries,  having  eight  musketeers  more,  entered  the  mouth 
of  that  river;  but  rowed  till  sunset,  and  saw  no  aga  of  tb^ 
town,  even  till  they  were  forty  miles  distant  from  the  galley, 
and  the  rowers  were  ready  to  give  up  the  ghofit  Th^  had 
certainly  hanged  this  pilot,  but  that  their  necesnties  were 
his  security ;  for  it  was  quite  dark,  and  they  knew  not  tbdr 
way  back  agun ;  but  as  they  proceeded,  the  river  grew  so 
narrow,  and  was  so  overspread  with  trees  from  ude  to  side, 
that  they  were  all  forced  with  their  swords  to  cut  a  way  for 
their  oars,  being  still  in  hopes  of  a  supper  that  would  make 
amends  for  their  breakfast  About  one  oMock  after  mid- 
night they  discerned  a  light,  and  heard  the  barking  of  dogs; 
soon  after,  they  found  the  village,  and  there  they  were  stored 
with  proviuons,  according  to  the  promises  of  the  old  pilot. 
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Iirthe  mean  time,  the  company  in  the  galley  manned  out  a 
boat  in  search  of  them ;  but  next  day  they  returned,  and 
continued  their  course,  after  they  had  made  this  hungry 
and  hazardous  voyage  for  fourscore  miles  in  that  river; 
which,  besides  other  strange  fishes  of  marvellous  bigness. 

In  the  river  abounded    with    those    ugly  serpents    called    crocodiles; 

j|j^[***^  whence  the  people  named  it  the  river  of  Lagartos.  Ralegh 
had  a  very  proper  young  negro  attending  upon  him  in  his 
galley,  who,  leaping  out  to  swim  in  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
was,  in  the  mght  of  them  all,  instantly  devoured  by  one  of 
these  amphibious  animals.  Not  long  after,  being  again  in 
want  of  victuals,  they  took  two  canoes  laden  with  excellent 
bread,  being  run  ashore  by  the  Indians  in  them,  called  Ar- 
wacas,  who  fled  to  hide  themselves  in  the  woods ;  fearing, 
through  the  prepossessions  of  the  Spaniards,  that  Ralegh 
and  his  company  were  cannibals.  Ralegh  pursuing  them, 
in  hopes  of  some  intelligence,  found,  as  he  was  creeping 
through  the  bushes,  a  refiner^s  basket,  there  being  in  it 
quicksilver,  saltpetre,  and  divers  other  materials  for  the 
trial  of  metals ;  and  also  the  dust  of  some  ore  that  had 
been  refined  2  but  in  two  other  canoes  which  escaped  them, 
they  heard  of  a  good  quantity  of  ore  and  gold.  Ralegh 
then  landed  more  men,  and  ofibred  five  hundred  pounds  to 
any  of  his  soldiers  who  should  take  one  of  the  Spaniards, 
whom  they  thought  to  have  also  landed  in  these  last  oanoes^ 
but  they  escaped  while  he  was  pursuing  the  former :  how^ 
ever,  while  he  was  in  search  of  the  Spaniards,  he  found  the 
Arwacas  hidden  in  the  woods,  who  had  been  pilots  for  the 
Spaniards ;  of  which  Ralegh  kept  the  chief  for  his  pilot, 
and  carried  him  to  Guiana;  by  whom  he  understood  in 
what  parts  the  Spaniards  laboured  for  gold,  which  he  di- 
vulged to  few  of  his  company,  knowing  both  the  season  of 
the  year  and  other  conveniences  would  be  wanting  to  work 
any  mine  himself.  Therefore  he  hasted  away  from  this 
place,  his  purpose  being  at  that  time  rather  to  discover  what 
he  could  of  the  country,  and  win  over  the  people  to  sub- 
jection. Here  Ralegh^s  own  words  are :  **  To  stay  and  dig 
*'  out  gold  with  our  nails  had  been  cpus  laboris,  but  not 
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"  tt^gvtMt.   Stidi  a  quantity  as  would  have  served  our  tnnu 

"  we  could  not  have  had  i  but  a  discovery  of  the  mines  to 

"  our  infinite  disadvantage  we  had  madet  for  those  minei 

'*  (defended  with  rocks  of  hard  stone,  which  we  call  wh^ 

"  spar)  ate  not  eanly  broken  or  opened  in  haste;  and  Z 

"  could  have  returned  a  good  quantity  of  gdd  ready  castj 

"  if  I  had  not  shot  at  another  mark  than  present  profit." 

Besides  thb  restraint  from  all  greediness  after  thi^r  gold^ 

there  was  another  virtue  he  no  less  strictly  observed,  which 

h^ly  advanced  him  in  the  esteem  of  all  those  Indians. 

For  whereas  the  Spaniards  were  wont  to  satisfy  their  lusts 

without  control  upon  their  wives  and  daughters,   Ral^ 

suffered  not  a  man  of  his  so  much  as  to  touch  any  of  their 

women.     "  I  jvotest,"  says  be,  "  before  the  majesty  o£  the  Hi*  mdU- 

"  hving  God,  that  I  neither  knew,  nor  believe  tbat  any  of"*"^' 

"  our  company,  one  or  other>   by  violence  or  otlierwiaei 

"  ever  knew  any  of  their  women ;  and  yet  we  saw  many 

"  hundreds,  and  had  many  in  our  power,  and  of  those  very 

"  young  and  excellently  favoured,  which  came  among  us 

"  without  deceit,  stark  naked.^     And  because  he  found  it  a 

Very  trouUesMne  work  to  keep  the  meaner  sort  from  pilfiar* 

ing  and  spoil,  when  they  went  to  any  of  the  Indians^  houses, 

Ralegh  caused  his  interpreter  at  every  pUce,  when  they  de>^ 

parted,  to  inquire  after,  and  knoW  the  losses  or  wrongs  that  AndJiWiMi 

had  been  done ;  and  if  he  found  any  thing  had  been  stolen 

or  taken  by  violence,  either  the  same  was  restored,  and  the 

party  punished  in  their  nght,  or  else  it  was  paid  for  to  their 

utmost  demand. 

After  he  was  recruited  as  aforesaid  with  bread  and  other 
provimons,  which  greatly  encouraged  his  mm,  who  now 
cried  out,  "  Let  us  go  on,  we  care  not  how  fart"  Ral^h 
sent  back  in  one  of  the  canoes  the  old  Ciawan,  and  Ferdi' 
nando,  his  first  pilot  t  giving  them  such  things  as  they  de* 
nred  for  their  voyage,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  his  ships,  which 
they  delivered,  and  then  he  went  on  under  the  pilotage  of 
one  of  those  Arwacas  he  had  taken,  whtxn  the  Spaniards 
had  dlristened  Martin.  But  the  next  or  second  day  after, 
they  run  aground  agmn  with  th^  galley,  and  she  was  very 
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near  being  caat  away  with  their  new  store  of  victuals :  they 
lay  on  the  sand  one  whole  night,  and  were  in  far  greater 
despair  of  disengaging  her  than  before,  because  they  had 
no  tide  of  flood  to  help  them.  In  the  midst  of  their  fears, 
they  bethought  them  of  fastening  an  anchor  upon  the  land, 
and  with  maim  strength  drew  her  off.  So  the  fifteenth  day 
(of  their  absence  from  their  ships)  they  discovered  at  a  dis- 
tance, to  their  great  joy,  the  mountains  of  Guiana;  and  to- 
wards the  evening  were  brought  by  a  northerly  gale  in 

Eotert  Uie  fflght  of  the  great  Orenoque  <^,  which  they  soon  after  entered ; 

JJIJjJ^^^^^  a  river  of  vast  extent  and  magnitude,  lying  mostly  east  and 
west,  even  from  the  sea  to  Quito  in  Peru,  thought  to  be 
three  hundred  miles  wide  at  the  mouth,  a  thousand  miles 
navigable  for  ships,  two  thousand  for  lesser  vessels,  and 
discharging  itself  by  sixteen  arms  into  the  sea,  whereby 
many  parts  of  the  Spanish  Indies  might  most  easily  be  in- 
vaded. From  other  observations,  it  appears  in  many  places  of 
the  channel  to  be  twenty  fathom  deep ;  and  in  few  that  are 
shoally,  less  than  two  and  a  half.  It  was  called  by  the  succeed- 
ing voyagers  to  this  place,  in  honour  of  sir  Walter,  after  his 
name.  One  of  them  gives  his  reason  for  it  in  these  words  : 
*^  Of  the  worthiness  of  this  river,  because  I  cannot  say 
*^  enough,  I  will  speak  nothing ;  we  have  presumed  to  call 

Cdied  lu-  '<  it  by  the  name  of  Raleana,  because  yourself  was  the  first 

**"*•  "  of  our  nation  who  ever  entered  the  same  «.*"  Now  when 
Ralegh  had  procured  of  one  of  the  bordering  princes,  named 
Toparimaca,  a  skilful  old  pilot,  who  was  his  brother,  and 
who  perfectly  knew  this  river,  he  sailed  up  a  branch  there- 
of, having  on  the  left  hand  a  great  island  which  they  call 
Assapana;  and  thence  along  the  banks  of  several  other 
islands,  which  they  chose  rather  to  anchor  at  than  by  the 
main  land,  because  of  the  tortoise'*s  eggs,  which  they  found 
there  in  abundance,  to  their  great  relief ;  and  for  the  con« 
venience  of  casting  their  nets  from  the  rocks,  of  a  blue  me- 


'  lu    the   laoguage  of  Trinidad,  •  Relation  of  tbe  second  Voyage  to 

Oronuie  signifin  water.     See  Mr.  Guiana,  by  captain  Laurence  Key- 

Dnddely's  Voyage,  in  Hakluyt,vol.  mU.  Vid.  Hakluyt,  wl.  3.  fol.  681, 

3.  fol.  578.  68a. 
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talline  colour,  which  looked  like  steel  ore.  So  keejnng  al- 
irays  westward  up  the  iiTer,  there  opened  after  a  while  a 
land  on  the  right  ode,  which  appeared  a  spacious  champaign, 
and  the  banks  perfectly  red.  Ralegh  sent  captain  Gifibrd, 
Thynn,  Calfield,  hb  counns  Grenvill  and  Butshead  Gorges; 
also  hb  nephew  Joha  Gilbert,  and  some  others,  with  a  guard 
of  soldiers,  to  march  over  the  banks,  and  discover  what 
prospect  it  afforded ;  and  finding  it  a  level  of  an  unbounded 
space,  it  proved,  as  their  pilot  informed  them,  the  plains  of 
Suma,  reaching  to  Cumana  and  Caraccas  in  the  West  In- 
dies, which  aie  a  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  to  the  ntsth, 
and  inhabited  by  four  principal  nations,  whereof  one  were 
the  Aroras,  as  black  as  negroes,  but  of  smooth  htur ;  a  des- 
perate people,  using  the  strongest  and  most  deadly  pmson 
of  all  others  on  their  arrows.  Ralegh  was  most  curious  (o 
know  the  compoution  of  thb  poison,  and  what  remedies 
could  be  had  against  the  dreadful  effects  <^  it.  For,  be- 
udes  the  mortality  of  the  wound,  the  patient  is  afflicted  with 
most  insufferable  torment,  and  accompanied  with  such  irk- 
some symptoms,  that  the  phy^cian  cannot  abide  the  cure. 
None  of  the  Spaniards  could  ever  extort  this  secret,  either 
by  kindness  or  cruelty;  and  indeed  but  few  of  the  Indians, 
bendes  their  priests  and  soothsayers,  knew  it  ^  Ralegh  was 
therefore  more  beholden  to  the  Guianians  than  any  body ; 
for  Antonio  dc  Berreo  told  him,  that  he  could  never  attun 
to  the  knowledge  thereof  "  And  yet  they  taught  me,"  Hi>  iiuii  ir 
says  Ralegh,  "  the  best  way  of  healing  as  well  this,  as  all  -otwa"  " 
**  other  poisons."  Tlien  he  tells  us,  those  medicines  which 
are  vulgar,  and  serve  for  the  ordinary  poison,  are  made  of 
the  juice  of  a  root  called  TuparaE,  whidi  also  marvellously 

''  Wlietfaer  tlie  poiioD  tbcy  nwd  in  *'  themnto  apples,  which  are  fair 

Guiana  waa  the  lame  with  that  id  "  and  red  of  colour,  but  are  a  stroDg 

HHIK  other  parts  of  tilt'  Wnt  Indiei.  "  ptdaou,  (perhapa  the  manchinee),) 

RalcKli  has  not  Inid  ds;  but  sir  John  "  of  which,  witli  Teaomoas bata,  r\- 

Hawkina  iaforms  iis,  that  about  Ca-  "  pen,  adders,  and  other  serpent^ 

mana,  where  they  are  nrj  cipert  "  Ibey  make  a  medley,  and  anaiot 

archers,   "  their  poison    la  of  such  "  tbeir    arrowa."      See    Hawkina'a 

"  tarn,   that  a    man    bping  alruck  Vajagt  to  Guinea  and  tlw  Indies  of 

■•  dtsKwltb     dies    in    twenty-four  Nora  Hispsuia,  in  HaUnyt,  vol.  3. 

*•  boors:  and  that.  In  his  jud^inenl,  fol.  joS. 

"  tberv  can  be  DO  stronger;  twin;         *  Captain  Robert  Harcoart,  in  his 
O* 
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quenches  the  heat  of  burning  fevers,  and  heals  inward 
wounds;  and  that  those  of  common  poisoned  arrows  were 
wont  to  be  healed  by  some  of  the  Spaniards  with  the  juice 
of  garlicky  But  this  he  communicates  as  a  general  rule  for 
all  men  that  shall  hereafter  travel  the  Indies  where  poisoned 
arrows  are  used,  that  they  abstain  from  drink ;  for  if  they 
take  any  liquor  mto  their  body,  whereunto  they  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly provoked  by  drought,  and  drink  before  the  wound 
is  dressed,  or  immediately  upon  it,  there  is  no  relief  but 
present  death. 

After  having  passed  the  mountain  Aio,  and  a  great  island, 
which  he  mentions,  he  reached,  on  the  fifth  day  of  his  enter- 
ing the  great  river  aforesaid,  as  high  as  the  province  of 
Aromaia ;  and  anchoring  at  the  port  of  Morequito,  which  is 
some  three  hundred  miles  within  the  land,  upon  the  scud 
great  river  Orenoque,  he  sent  a  messenger  to  the  old  king 
of  Aromaia,  named  Topiowary,  who  came  the  next  day  be- 
fore noon  on  foot  from  his  house,  and  returned  the  same 
evening,  being  twenty-eight  miles  backwards  and  forwards, 
though  himself  was  one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  age.  He 
had  many  attendants  of  both  sexes,  who  came  also  to  wonder 
at  the  English,  and  brought  them  great  plenty  of  flesh, 
fowl,  and  fish,  with  divers  sorts  of  fruits,  and  among  them 
abundance  of  pinas,  the  most  excellent  of  all  kinds  b,  espe- 
cially those  of  Guiana ;  besides  bread,  wine,  and  a  sort  of 
parroquites  no  bigger  than  wrens.     And  one  of  them  pre- 


Voyage  to  Guiana  before  qaoted^saysy 
the  juice  of  the  leaf  Uppee  cures  the 
wounds  of  their  poisoned  arrows. 
See  Purchases  Pilgrims,  toI.  4.  fol. 
1276. 

k  Whether  Ralegh,  at  his  return, 
brought  of  this  fruit  into  England, 
which  is  otherwise  called  the  aoa- 


_>,  aud  vulgarly  the  pine-apple, 
from  some  resemblance  it  bears  in 
shape  to  the  cones  of  the  pine-tree, 
or  any  of  that  most  delicious  wine 
made  thereof,  which  he  there  also 
tasted,  has  rather  been  suggested 
tiian  confirmed ;  but  afterwards, 
when,  by  a  speedy  voyage  some  of 
the  fruit  was  brought  orer  and  pre- 


sented to  king  James,  in  gpreater  per- 
fection than  we  can  conceive  from 
tasting  what  is  forced  out  of  hotbeds 
here,  be  discovered  one  of  the  noble 
maxims  in  his  king-craft,  by  declar- 
ing, *<  It  was  a  fruit  too  delicious  for 
'*  a  subject  to  taste  of."  See  a  book 
called.  Advice  to  the  Planters  of 
both  Indies,  Svo.  without  date. 
But  had  he  known  the  profiiseness 
which  the  English  have  since  been  at 
to  eat  them,  how  imperfectly  soever 
of  their  own  nubing,  he  might  per- 
haps have  more  justly  said,  '*  It  was 
*'  a  fruit  too  extravagant  for  a  sub« 
"jecttotasteof." 
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■rated  Ral^^  with  a  little  beast,  which  the  Sponuutb  oill 
armadillo,  having  his  body  scaled  or  plated  over  like  the 
riunoceros,  with  a  white  bom  growing  in  his  hinder  parta 
as  Ing  as  a  hunting  horn.  This  faom  is  recommended  in 
medicine  ■,  and  the  flesh  for  food,  since  BalE^h  soon  after 
made  a  feast  t^  it. 

When  the  old  king  had  rested  himself  a  while  in  a  tent  ^i*  axata^ 
which  Ral^  had  caused  to  be  pitched  for  him,  they  en-  ^unE  of 
tered,  by  the  interpreter,  into  discourse  about  the  murder  ^^"'"■'*- 
of  M(ffequito,  his  predecessor,  and  the  other  violatiiHis  of 
the  Spaniards.  Then  Ralegh  acquainted  him  with  the 
cause  of  his  coming  thither,  whose  servant  he  was,  and  that 
it  wu  his  queen's  [Measure  he  should  undertake  this  voyage 
for  their  defence,  and  to  deliver  them  from  the  tyranny  oi 
the  SpaniardB ;  dilating  at  large  (as  he  had  done  befwre  at 
Trinidad)  on  her  majesty's  power,  her  justice,  and  her  cle- 
mency towards  all  oppressed  nations:  all  which,  bong  with 
great  reverence  and  attention  recnved,  he  began  to  sound 
the  old  man  touching  Guiana;  as,  what  sort  of  common- 
wealth it  was,  bow  governed,  of  what  strength  and  pcJicy, 
at  what  extent,  with  whom  in  alliance  or  enmity ;  lastly, 
the  distance  and  way  to  enter  the  heart  of  tlie  country. 
The  king  gave  such  ample  and  perfect  accomit  <^  these 
particulars,  that  Ralegh  wondered  to  find  a  man  of  mdi 
gravity,  judgment,  and  good  discourse,  without  the  help  of 
learning  or  breeding.  After  his  departure,  Ralegh  sailed 
westward,  to  view  the  famous  river  Candi,  both  because  it 
was  so  wonderful  in  itself,  and  led  to  the  strongest  nabons 
of  all  the  irontiers,  who  were  enenues  to  the  Epuremei, 
subjects  to  the  Inga,  or  emperor  of  Guiana  and  Manoa. 
Even  when  he  was  short  of  it,  or  lower  down  than  the  port 
of  Moreqiuto,  he  heard  the  roaring  falls  <^  this  river ;  but 
when  he  entered  it  with  his  barge  and  wherries,  thinking  to 

<  Mooardo*  write*,  that  a  little  of  null,  fte.  In  the  Wett  IdAo,  tnw 

flw  powder  or  that  horn  pat  into  the  lated  br  !■  FnmptoD,  and  caDed, 

ear  corea  deafness.    See  hia  treatiic  Jojta\  Neva  (jmn  Ibe  New  Wadd> 

□f  the  rirtaea  of  heita,  trtea,  ani-  4I0.  157},  and  1596. 
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have  gone  up  some  forty  miles  to  the  Cassipagotos,  he  was 
not  able  with  a  barge  of  eight  oars  to  row  one  stone^s  throw 
in  an  hour ;  and  yet  the  river  is  as  broad  as  the  Thames  at 
Woolwich.  Therefore  encamping  on  the  banks,  he  sent 
off  an  Indian  to  acquaint  the  nations  upon  the  river  of  his 
arrival,  and  his  purpose;  and  that  he  desired  to  see  the 
lords  of  Canuria,  who  dwelt  in  that  province.  Then  one  of 
And  with  the  princes  came  down,  named  Wanuretona,  with  many  of 
nm  his  people,  and  brought  great  store  of  provisions,  as  the 

rest  had  done.  By  him  Ralegh  found  the  Carolians  were 
not  only  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  but  most  of  all  to  the 
Epuremei,  who  abounded  in  gold ;  and  that  there  were 
three  mighty  nations  at  the  head  of  that  river  which  would 
join  him  against  them.  He  was  further  informed  by  one 
captain  George,  whom  he  had  taken  ynih  Berreo,  that  near 
the  banks  of  this  river  there  was  a  great  silver  mine ;  but 
the  rivers  were  all  how  so  risen,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  strength  of  man  with  any  boat  to  row  against  the 
stream.  Therefore  he  despatched  a  party,  between  thirty 
and  forty,  to  coast  the  river  by  land,  while  himself,  with  two 
or  three  officers  and  half  a  dozen  shot,  marched  overland 
to  view  the  strange  and  wonderful  overfalls  of  the  said  river 
Caroli,  which  roared  at  such  a  distance,  and  the  plains  ad- 
jmning,  with  the  rest  of  the  province  of  Canuri.  When 
Views  the  (hev  had  got  to  the  top  of  the  first  hills  overlooking:  the 
of  river,  they  beheld  that  prodigious  breach  of  waters  which 


^^•"^'  poured  down  Caroli,  and  how  it  ran  in  three  streams  for 
twenty  miles  together.  No  less  than  ten  or  a  dozen  of  these 
steep  cataracts  appeared  in  sight,  each  as  high  above  the 
other  as  a  church-tower;  which  rushed  down  with  such 
violence,  that  the  very  rebound  of  the  waters  made  the 
place  seem  as  if  it  had  been  all  over  covered  with  a  great 
shower  of  rain ;  and  in  some  places  they  took  it  at  first  for 
a  thick  smoke  which  had  risen  out  of  some  great  town,  till 
they  drew  nearer  down  in  the  valley  to  this  thunder  of 
waters,  where  tliey  better  discerned  and  distinguished  the 
effects  of  it     And  here  Ralegh  says  he  never  saw  a  more 
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beautiful  couDtry,  nor  more  lively  prospects ;  the  } 
raiaed  up  and  down  about  the  valleys ;  the  waters  i 
into  such  various  branches ;  the  plains  so  clear  t^  bush  and  And  tb* 
bubble,  and  covered  all  with  fair  green  grass ;  the  ground  ^„  ^ 
of  bard  sand,  and  easy  for  the  march  either  of  horse  or  foot;  CMiuri. 
the  deer  ctosudj;  in  every  path ;  the  birds,  towards  the 
eveniog,  unging  on  every  tree  a  thousand  several  tunes^ 
with  cranes  and  herons  of  white,  crimson,  and  carnatioD, 
perched  along  the  river  banks;  the  air  refreshed  with  gen- 
tle easterly  breezes;  and  every  stone  they  stooped  to  take 
up  promising  either  gold  or  nlver  by  its  complexion.  His 
company,  at  their  return,  brought  several  of  these  stones 
borne;  which  they  rather  found  coloured  outwardly  like 
gold,  than  any  of  that  metal  fixed  in  them ;  for  those  who 
had  least  judgment  or  experience,  kept  only  such  as  gliu 
tered,  and  would  not  be  persuaded  but  they  were  rich,  b^ 
cause  they  shone,  thereby  bred  an  opinion  that  all  the  rest 
were  no  better.  Vet  some  of  these  stiMies  Ralegh  shewed 
afiterwards  to  a  Spaniard  of  the  Caraccas,  who  told  him  it 
was  El  madre  del  ora,  that  is,  the  mother  of  gold ;  and  that 
the  mine  was  further  in  the  ground. 

Among  the  goodly  rivers  beyond  the  Caroli,  there  is  one 
named  Caont.  ■  Upon  this  branch,  it  was  attested  to  R^ 
legb  by  the  most  intelligent  and  credible  chiefs  of  the  adja- 
cent parts,  there  dwelt  a  nation  of  people  whose  heads  ap- 
pear not  above  their  shoulders ;  which,  because  every  body 
in  the  provinces  of  Aromaia  and  Canuri  also  affirmed,  he 
was  inclined  to  believe.  They  are  called  Ewaipanoma,  and  Hit  nport 
reported  to  have  their  eyes  in  their  shoulders,  and  mouths  g,^^ 
in  thdr  breasts,  (or  in  a  level  with  them.)  It  was  fur-"^ 
ther  avouched  to  him,  they  used  bows,  arrows,  and  dubs, 
thrice  as  big  as  any  of  the  Guianians;  and  that  one  being 
taken  prisoner  the  year  before,  was  brought  into  Aromaia. 
When  Ralegh  doubted  of  such  a  race  to  the  prince,  here- 
after mentioned,  who  came  with  him  into  EngUnd,  he  an- 
swered, it  was  no  wonder  among  them ;  for  they  had  lately 
slain  many  hundreds  of  his  &ther^s  people.  Ral^;h  ob- 
serves, "  That  Mandevill  had  bef(H«  written  of  sudi  a  n»- 
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*'  tkm^;  and  that,  since  the  East  Indian  discoveries,  we 
**  find  many  of  his  relations  true,  which  were  before  held 
'^  incredible.^  Further,  that  when  he  afterwards  arrived 
at  Cumana,  he  spoke  with  a  Spaniard,  eminent  for  his  tra* 
vels,  and  withal  for  his  credit  and  veracity ;  who,  hearing 
that  Ralegh  had  been  as  far  in  Guiana  as  Caroli,  immedi- 
ately asked  him  if  he  had  seen  those  people,  and  declared 
be  had  seen  many  of  them.  Then  Ralegh  names  some 
French  merchants  of  London,  who  were  there  present,  and 
heard  what  this  Spaniard  had  thus  asserted.  **  Whether  it 
**  is  true  or  no,""  says  he,  ^'  the  matter  is  not  great,  neither 
'*  can  th«*e  be  any  profit  in  the  imagination  :  for  my  own 
*'  part,  I  saw  them  not;  but  am  resolved,  that  so  many  peo- 
*^  pie  did  not  all  combine  or  forethink  to  make  the  report*^ 
After  all,  whether  the  observation  of  any  garment  loosely 
rising  above  the  shoulders  of  these  people,  or  the  crouching 
posture  in  which  they  were  so  much  seen,  by  their  constant 
exercise  of  archery,  might  not  first  give  some  rise  to  this  re* 
porty  I  leave  for  others  more  largely  to  explain  ^ ;  and  how  far 


k  Sir  John  Mandenirs  words,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  Latin  copy  of  bis 
traTds,  are,  (speaking  of  some  sontb- 
em  islands,)  jfUa  uuuia  kabet  homi- 
nes aspectu  deformetf  nihii  auttm 
cofH  ami  capUit  astendentet ;  unde  ei 
Ae^phaH  nvncupantur :  oculot  au- 
tem  habent  ante  ad  scapulas^  ei  in 
heo  pectoris  ot  apertum,  ad/ormam 
ferri  quo  nostri  cabtUU  /ratnantur. 
See  also  tbe  late  English  edition  of 
hit  Voyage  and  Travel,&c.  Svo.  f  727. 
printed  from  a  MS.  in  the  Cotton  li- 
hnrj  three  hundred  years  old ;  where 
it  pkunly  appears,  his  description  of 
these  headless  people,  p.  243.  is  co- 
ined oat  of  Pliny's  Nat  Hist  lib.  7. 
cap.  3.  and  lib.  5.  cap.  8.  But  the 
notion  of  such  a  people  did  now  so 
pfevail,  captain  Keymis  bringing 
Iredi  asanrances  of  men  with  moutlis 
in  their  breasts,  exceeding  wide,  from 
Goianm  the  year  after,  that  Shak- 
speare,  in  his  Tempest,  tells  us,  every 
sdventnrer  would  now  bring  good 
warrant  of  them.  He  repeats  the  de- 
scription again  of  thos^  people, 
whm  OtheUo  relates  the  wonders  of 


his  travels,  to  charm  the  attention 
and  concern  of  his  Desdemona :  and 
this,  as  it  is  thought,  in  compliment 
to  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  authority ;  for 
Shakspeare  bad  certainly  read  his 
discovery  of  Guiana,  as  by  other  pas- 
ssges  in  his  plays  might  be  proved. 

iMr.  Theobald  thinks  we  may  be 
able  to  account,  in  a  few  lines,  for 
the  mystery  of  these  supposed  head- 
less people:  for  Olearius,  speaking, 
says  he,  of  the  manner  of  clothing 
of  the  Samojeds,  a  people  of  north 
Muscovy,  says,  "  Their  garments  are 
'*  made  like  those  called  cosaques, 
"  open  only  at  the  necks.  When  the 
'*  cold  is  extraordinary,  they  put 
**  their  cosaques  over  their  lieads, 
"  and  let  the  sleeves  hang  down, 
«  their  faces  being  not  to  be  seen  but 
"  at  the  cleft,  which  is  at  the  neck ; 
**  whence  some  have  taken  occasion 
'*  to  write,  that  in  these  northern 
''  countries  there  are  people  without 
''  heads,  having  their  faces  in  their 
«  breasts."  Theobald's  Shakspeare, 
8vo.  1733.  vol.  7.  p.  393. 
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the  Bune  person  should  here  be  condemned  for  an  iinjdkit 
fidth,  who  WOE,  as  we  have  read,  censured  for  the  want  of 
it.  This  conaidemtion  may  be  Auther  offered  for  what  Ba- 
le^  also  repeats,  not  only  from  the  writers  of  all  nations, 
oonceming  the  modem  Amazons  in  these  parts'",  but  inHnADdofth* 
thar  very  neighbours.  For  having  told  us,  that  Oreilana*"""'*' 
first  diacorered  Maraunon,  which  is  called  the  river  of 
Amazons  °,  and  also  after  the  sud  discoverer^s  own  name, 
Hale^  was  inquisitive  to  know  whether  there  were  any  of 
those  warlike  women,  fhun  whom  this  river  should  be  so 
called,  in  these  American  parts,  who  are  so  fiuned  in  a 
histories  to  have  been  in  Ana  and  A&ics ;  and  was  a 
by  an  ancient  casique,  that  there  was  such  a  natioii  of  wo- 
men  on  the  south  of  the  said  river,  in  the  provinces  c^  T(^ 
pogo,  whose  manners  and  customs,  as  they  described  to  him, 
did  somewhat  conform  with  what  is  recorded  of  the  andent 
Amazons :  as,  that  they  cohabited  with  men  but  one  month 
in  the  year;  sent  them  the  mole  children,  and  kept  tmly 
the  females ;  "  but  that  they  cut  off  their  right  breast,"  says 
he,  "  I  do  not  find  to  be  true."  He  was  further  told,  they 
scrupled  not  to  acctnnpany  with  the  prisoners  they  took  in 
war  at  any  Ume;  but  in  the  end  constantly  put  them  to 
deoth :  and  that,  as  others  of  the  bordering  nations,  these 
women  wore  certain  plates  of  gold,  which  they  had  some- 
times exchanged  with  other   countries  for  spleen- stmies. 


■■Vid.Fno.LopnHIil.delwlDd.  tioDcd.  Ako  Joseph  de  Acott*.  1* 
par.  I.  cap.  aS.  Alio  Andratr  Tbe-  hli  Nat.  aod  Mot.  Hiit  ofdn  Vftm 
Tst,  Id  bis  Aotarctid,  tnDslaUd  by  Indict,  lib.  3.  cap.  la,  and  ic.  Abo 
J.  Hacket,  4(0.  1568,  and  dcdicRMd  an  Hiitorlcal  and  Gcograpfakal  Da- 
ta) sir  H.  SUaey,  cap.  63.  Also  Lo-  scriptioa  of  the  gt«tt  coontry  and 
pes  Vai,iiihkdiacnineof  IbeWcst  river  of  tbe  Amuons,  Load.  8*0. 
IndieaaDdlhe  SoaihSca;  vherebe  1661.  WMcb  book,  bowerer  Mt 
coDfinns  Ibe  acoonnt  of  tbese  Indiao  down  by  A.  Wood  in  tbe  list  of  air 
women,  who  rongfat  In  tbe  wan  with  W.  Rulegh's  writings,  perfaapa  be- 
bowi  uid  aiTowi  lo  M  tfanr  bns-  cause  said  in  tbe  dtle-page  lo  lie  tb* 
bands,  bat  not  without  themj  aod  place  be  inlended  to  eonqaer,  was 
who,  ibewinK  tltemselTe*  more  ra.  written  origiosUy  in  Frendi  hj  lbs 
Uant  than  ibeir  hnsbsodi  afainst  coont  of  Pagui,  wbo  dedicated  it  ta 
flw  Spaniards,  tbej  therefore  called  cardinal  Mixariiiei  and  this  bwu- 
Ibe  riTcr,  npon  parts  whereof -these  laUou  is  made  by  W.  Hamilton.  At 
women d««lt,  tbe  rirer  of  Amaion*.  tbeiigtbpsRc  of  this  book  tb«e  1« 

■  Of  Ibis  liTCf ,  tee  tbs  accooatt  In  a  chapter  on  the  Amaioas  of  Ano- 

Mait.  Fton.  de  EadM,  before  men-  rica. 
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which  are  of  a  green  colour ;  and  whereof  (says  Ralegh) 
I  saw  divers  in  Guiana;  for  every  king, or  casique,  commonly 
has  one,  which  their  wives  chiefly  wear,  and  esteem  as 
great  jewels.  These  strange  reports,  however  difficultly  di- 
gested by  those  who  had  only  travelled  at  home;  which 
made  Ralegh  afterwards  produce  many  learned  authorities, 
both  ancient  and  modem,  to  justify  himself  from  imposing 
any  inventions  of  his  own  ^ ;  foreigners,  it  seems,  thought 
not  so  extravagant,  being  more  familiar  and  current  among 
them :  and  Hugo  Grotius  intimates,  as  if  Ralegh  shewed 
no  more  regard  to  these  accounts  than  any  other  traveller 
would  have  done ;  where,  mentioning  this  his  discovery  of 
Guiana,  he  says,  ^^  That  as  to  the  Amazons,  and  those  who 
^*  had  their  faces  in  their  breasts,  having  only  heard  talk  of 
**  them,  he  left  it  for  others  to  find  them  out  P.""  But  to  re- 
turn. 

While  Ralegh,  with  his  company,  lay  at  anchor  on  the 
coast  of  Canuri,  and  had  taken  knowledge  of  all  the  nations 
upon  the  head  and  branches  of  the  Caroli ;  had  found  out 
many  tribes  who  were  enemies  to  the  Epuremei  and  the 
new  conquerors,  having  now  sailed  and  wandered  for  the 
space  of  near  a  month,  distant  from  his  ships  above  four 
hundred  miles ;  besides  the  long  digressions  up  many  arms 
and  branches  on  every  nde  by  the  way,  they  found  the  win- 
ter season  advance  apace  %  and  the  Orenoque  threaten  them 
with  greater  fury  every  day  than  other ;  the  time  they  spent 
at  Trinidad,  and  the  company  they  there  in  vain  waited  for, 
bong  both  wanted  here  to  complete  their  enterprise.  For 
the  most  violent  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning  which  now 


•  See  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  History 
of  the  World,  lib.  4.  cap.  s.  sect.  15. 

P  Hago  Grotius,  baring  spoken 
of  sir  Francis  Dr9ke*s  deatb,  says, 
Quo  tempore  Anfclut  alter  WaUerus 
RgUeigtUtregvMt  tatelHtioprteposUus, 
OrenocwH  jiumen  ingressus,  Guia- 
nam  nunqvam  Hitpttnii perdomitam 
adm,  ac  notitur  tradidity  ex  vero 
qtue  vidit :  de  AmaxonibuSf  et  hit 
queit  vulius  m  pectore,  audita  fan- 
tum  et  aHuplemus  indaganda.  His- 
tor.  de  Rebos  Belgids,  lib.  4. 


4  "  The  winter  and  summer  here, 
<*  as  touching  cold  and  heat,*'  says 
Ralegh,  «  differ  not ;  neither  do  the 
'*  trees  ever  sensibly  lose  their  leaves, 
*<  but  have  always  fruit  either  ripe  or 
**  green ;  and  most  of  them,  botli 
'*  blossoms,  leaves,  ripe  fruit,  and 
**  green  at  one  time :  but  their  win- 
'*  ter  consists  of  terrible  rains  and 
«  overflowing  of  the  rivers,  with 
many  great  storms  and  gusts, 
thunder  and  lightnings;  of  which 
*<  we  had  oar  fill  ere  we  returned.*' 


« 
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so  frequently  broke  out,  poured  dowo  such  floods  oS  rau), 
M  made  all  the  riven  rise  and  rage  most  fearfully ;  so  that 
if  they  waded  them  over  shoes  in  the  morning  outward, 
homeward  they  could  not  come,  even  the  same  day,  with- 
out wading  to  their  necks,  or  swimming  before  th^  oould 
reach  their  boats.  Besides,  tliey  all  grew  very  uneasy  to 
themselves  and  one  another  for  want  of  shifting,  no  man 
having  nxnn  to  bestow  any  other  apparel  than  what  he  wore 
on  his  back ;  and  that  was  washed  throu^  to  bb  skin  often 
tea  times  a  day.  These  inconveniences,  with  those  of  hav- 
ing no  instruments  to  try  any  mines,  or  men  sufficient  to  se- 
cure them  against  the  guarded  nations  nearer  the  imperial 
city  of  Manoa,  captun  Preston  having  failed  them,  as  was 
before  said,  made  Ralegh  conclude  there  was  now  no  ad- 
vancing thitherj  or  staying  longer  here ;  hut  that  he  might 
well  ccmtent  himself  for  this  voyage  with  the  various  di^ 
coveries  of  the  dtuation,  products,  and  riches  of  the  country, 
which  he  had  thus  far  made;  with  the  interest  and  friend- 
ship he  had  thus  spaciously  procured;  and  which  no  adven- 
turer to  those  re^ons  ever  had,  in  a  much  larger  space  of 
time,  with  much  greater  aids  and  provinons,  the  dihgenoe 
and  dexterity  to  equal. 

As  he  returned  therefore  to  the  east,  he  spent  some  time 
in  discovering  the  river  towards  the  sea  which  he  had  not 
surveyed,  and  which  he  thought  also  necessary  to  do.     In  a 
day's  time  he  arrived  a^n  at  the  port  of  Morequito;  fw, 
gliding  down  the  stream,  he  went  without  labour,  though 
agmnst  the  wind,  little  less  than  a  hundred  miles  a  day. 
When  he  came  to  anchor,  he  was  very  dearous  of  some 
further  conference  with  old  Topiowari,  who  soon,  upon  no- 
tice, came,  with  a  multitude  of  his  people,  flocking  down  to 
Ral^j^^s  tent  upon  the  shore,  every  one  loaded  with  pr&- 
sents.     When  the  old  king  was  refreshed,  and  the  crowd 
retired,  Ralegh,  by  hb  interpreter,  entered  into  a  long  con-Hb  twt 
ferenoe  with  him,  telling  him,  that  as  both  the  Epuranei  ^^[^"^ 
and  the  Spaniards  were  his  enemies,  the  one  having  ctm-kinfof 
qimed  Gibans  already,  and  the  other  endeavoured  to  get  it   """'^ 
from  both,  he  denred  to  be  instructed  both  in  the  beat  ways 
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to  the  golden  parts  of  Guiana,  and  the  civilized  towns,  or 
apparelled  people  of  Inga.  The  king  answered,  he  could 
not  perceive  Balegh  meant  to  proceed  to  the  great  city  of 
Manoa,  because  neither  the  season  of  the  year  nor  the 
strength  of  his  company  would  enable  him ;  for  he  remem- 
bered that  in  the  plains  of  Maqureguarai,  the  first  civil 
town  of  Guiana,  where  all  the  gold  plates  were  made  which 
were  scattered  over  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  about 
four  days^  journey  from  his  own,  three  hundred  Spaniards 
were  destroyed,  who  had  no  friends  among  the  borderers ; 
therefore  advised  Ralegh  never  to  invade  the  strong  parts 
of  Guiana,  without  the  help  of  all  those  nations  which  were 
their  enemies.  Ralegh  asked,  if  he  thought  the  company 
he  had  with  him  were  sufficient  to  take  that  town :  the  king 
thought  they  were,  and  proffered  -to  assist  him  with  all  his 
borderers,  if  he  would  leave  him  a  guard  of  fifty  men  upon 
his  departure ;  but  Ral^h,  knowing  if  they  should  escape 
the  Guianians,  the  Spaniards,  expecting  supplies,  would  re- 
pay upon  them  his  treatment  at  Trinidad,  very  plausibly 
excused  himself.  Hereupon  the  king  desired  he  would  for- 
bear him  and  his  country  at  this  time ;  for  if  the  Epuremei 
should  know  he  had  given  Ralegh  any  aid  or  intelligence, 
he  should  soon  be  overrun  by  them ;  nor  could  he  avoid 
the  Spaniards,  if  they  should  return,  who  had  before  led 
him  seventeen  days  in  a  chain  like  a  dog,  till  he  paid  a  hun- 
dred plates  of  gold  and  several  chains  of  spleen-stones  for 
his  ransom :  but  if  Ralegh  would  return  in  due  season  next 
year,  he  would  engage  all  the  borderers  in  the  enterprise ; 
fior  that  he  could  not  more  desire  to  make  himself  master  of 
Guiana,  than  they  to  assist  him ;  having  been  plundered  in 
their  wars  by  the  Epuremei  of  their  women,  whom  to  re- 
cover they  would  willingly  renew  the  war,  without  hopes  of 
further  profit ;  for  the  old  king  complained  of  it  as  a  matter 
of  grievous  restraint,  that  now  they  were  confined  to  three 
or  four  wives  apece,  who  were  wont  to  enjoy  ten  or  a  do- 
zen ;  while  the  lords  of  their  enemies  had  no  less  than  fifty 
or  a  hundred.  But  they  seem  to  have  had  a  political  reason 
Hot  this  recovery,  to  strengthen  their  alliance  and  increase 
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thnr  forces,  these  frontiers  having  been  much  depopulated 
between  the  subjects  of  Inga  and  the  Spaniards.  R^c^, 
after  further  consultation,  finding  it  absolutely  imprt^ier 
other  to  leave  anj  of  his  company,  or  attempt  war  upon 
the  Epurem^  till  the  next  year,  iqiplied  himself  now  only 
to  leara  how  these  people  wrought  those  plates  of  gold 
which  were  dispersed  about,  and  how  they  divided  it  ftom 
the  alone.  The  king  told  him,  that  most  of  th«r  [dates 
and  images  were  not  severed  from  the  stone;  but  that  on 
the  lake  <^  Maooa,  and  many  other  rivers  thereabouts,  they 
gathered  the  perfect  grains  of  gold,  and  mingling  a  propor- 
tion of  copper,  the  better  to  work  it,  put  it  in  a  great 
earth«t  pot,  under  which  they  increaaed  the  fire  by  tlie 
breath  of  men,  through  long  canes  fastened  to  the  holes 
round  the  swd  pot,  till  the  metal  dissolved,  which  then  they 
cast  into  moulds  of  stone  and  clay,  and  so  made  those  plates 
and  images;  whereof  Ralegh  brought  two  sorts  into  Eng- 
land, more  to  shew  the  manner  of  them  than  th^r  value : 
tor  he  gave  more  pieces  of  gold  of  the  twenty  shilling  coin, 
with  the  queen's  effi^es  upon  them,  among  these  people,  to 
wear  in  honour  of  her  majesty,  and  to  engage  them  in  her 
service,  than  be  received ;  so  little  did  he  make  his  desire 
of  g(M  known  to  them.  He  also  brought  over  some  gold 
ore  of  thnr  mines,  "  whereof  I  know  some  is  as  rich,^  says 
he,  "  as  any  the  earth  yields,  and  of  which  I  know  there  is 
"  sufficient,  if  nothing  else  were  to  be  hoped  for ;'"  but>they 
wanted  time,  hands,  and  inslrumenu,  to  break  the  ground, 
without  which  there  could  he  no  working  of  mines.  "  WeDucorcrt, 
<•  saw,"  adds  he,  "  all  the  hills  with  stones  of  the  colour  of  **'.n5,°''' 
"  gold  and  silver,  and  we  tried  them  to  be  no  marcaate, 
*'  and  therefore  such  as  the  Spaniards  call  el  madre  del  oro, 
"  or,  the  mother  of  gold,  which  is  an  undoubted  aasuranoe 
"  of  the  general  abundance  thereof ;  and  myself  saw  the 
"  outade  of  many  mines  of  the  Sparre,  which  I  know  to  be 
"  the  same  that  all  covet  in  this  world ;  and  of  those,  mwe 
"  than  I  will  apeak  of.''  Now  Ralegh,  besides  having 
learned  the  ridies  i^  the  country,  having  also  wcxi  the  af- 
fections of  the  people,  and  rec«ved  a  faithful  promise  of 
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the  chiefB  in  those  proyinces  of  Aromaia  and  Canuri  to  be- 
oome  wrvants  to  her  majesty,  took  his  leave  of  old  Topio- 
imtif  and  received  his  son  prinoe  Cayworaco  as  a  pledge  be- 
Bnnp  the  |;^in3ct  them,  whom  he  brought  into  England,  where  he  was 
into  Eng.   christened  Gualtero  with  great  solemnity,  leaving  with  the 
land.  ^1^  kbag  two  oC  his  own  people  in  exchange ;  the  one  named 

Francis  Sparrow,  who,  bong  a  good  draughtsman,  and 
eould  describe  a  country  with  his  pen,  desired  to  be  left 
fir  that  purpose,  whom  Ralegh  instructed  to  travel  as  fiur 
as  he  oould  to  Manoa  with  such  merdiandise  as  he  com- 
nutted  to  his  dare ;  the  other  was  a  boy,  who  waited  upon 
Mm,  named  Hugh  Gkxxlwin,  for  whom  he  left  orders  to  be 
taught  the  language  of  the  country.  This  done,  he 
weighed  anchor,  and  coasted  the  river  on  Guiana  side,  be- 
cause he  came  towards  it  on  the  north  side  by  the  lawns  of 
Saima. 

There  was  a  powetful  casique  named  Putijma,  who  ac- 
companied Ral^h  and  his  men  from  Aromaia,  with  pro- 
mises to  lead  them  to  a  mountain  called  Iconuri,  which  con- 
tained a  mine  of  gold ;  and  which,  says  Ral^h,  he  per- 
Ibnned.  Ralegh  travelled  a  great  way  towards  it  himself 
akmg  the  river  Mana,  till,  through  weariness,  he  was  forced 
with  some  of  his  attendants  to  rest  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  in 
the  delightful  valley  of  Oiana ;  where  one  of  his  guides  kind- 
ling a  fire  with  two  sticks ',  they  stayed  a  while  to  dry  their 
shirts,  which,  with  excessive  heat,  were  very  wet  and  heavy 
upon  them ;  sending  captain  Kejrmis  the  while  with  a  party 
vnder  that  casique  to  take  cognizance  of  the  said  mine,  and 
promised  to  meet  him  at  the  river  Cumaca,  in  his  way  to 
Emcria,  the  province  of  Carapana,  one  of  the  greatest  lords 
of  the  Orenoqueponi,  with  whom  he  sought  to  establisli  a 
league.     And  as  Ralegh  returned  by  the  river  Mana  to> 

*  Succeeding  Toyagcn  haTC  ob-  and  of  aoolher  called  imbaiba,  the 

aenred  of  the  karagaata  guacu,  a  inhabitantB    kiodle    their    fires    by 

BwiriliaB  tree  about  fourteen  or  fif-  atriking  tfaem  together,  as  we  b}-  a 

teen  foot  hlfh,  with  yeUow  flowers  on  flint    and     steel.      See    NieubofTs 

tlie  top,  and  large  long  thick  leaves,  Voyages,  vol.  2.  fol.  141 ;  also  Sir 

wkiok  yield  an  oaetnona  lk|oor  senr-  Tbo.  Brawa's  Vvdgar    Errors,  fol. 

iug  for  soap,  and  strings  for  fishing-  131. 
Beta;  that  with  the  wood  tiiereof. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  »1 

wards  the  wud  province,  be  nw  bimMlf  many  rocks  like 
gold  ore,  and  on  the  left  hand  a  rcpund  mounuin  of  nrineral 
Mone.  From  hence  retamiag  down  the  ■treom,  he  ooaated 
tlH  {iravince  of  Parino ;  but  the  btancheB  of  the  riverB  he 
here  p— red,  with  Aio  and  other  mouRtaioB,  he  reeerred  to 
the  rspraaentation  in  his  Map ;  which,  for  the  numerouB  and  Dnm  ■ , 
diataot  tivers  and  countries  theran  occaaioiiaUy  referred  to,^^^ 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  accurate  and  comprehenrive^T- 
performatKs*.  In  the  river  of  Winicaponi  he  nw  what 
the^  called  the  taountain  of  crystal,  which  looked  at  a  dis^ 
taace  Ske  a  white  church-lower  of  exeeedkig  faught,  over 
the  tap  of  which  a  aiig;hty  river  rushed  down  widi  prodi- 
giDMB  nme.  Berreo  tdd  hua,  there  wei<e  diamoada  and 
other  Btflmei  t^  great  value  thereon,  which  biased  at  a  groat 
diatance.  Upon  this  river  Rdegb  rested  a  while,  aad 
marched  to  a  town  of  the  lame  name,  where  he  found  the 
BMtivei  idl  B§  drunk  as  b^gars,  it  being  the  time  of  their 
festival.  Here  Halegfa  refreshed  himself  with  iAm  provi- 
siona  of  the  place,  and  the  delicate  wine  of  Finas,  which  dw 
people  brought  him  and  bis  company  in  great  pleaty.  B«t 
understanding  that  Carapana  was  retired  from  Emeral; 
and  imagining,  because  he  was  an  old  subtle  prinee,  it  was 
to  wait  till  he  should  return  next  year,  then  jmn  him,  if  the 
£i^lish  were  strmg  enough  to  tempt  his  allianee ;  if  Bot, 
th^  he  mi^t  excuse  his  retirement  to  the  Spaniard*,  at 
though  it  were  in  fear  of  these  new  viutors,  Ralegh  spent 
no  more  time  in  seekbg  aft^  him ;  but  making  to  the  river 
Cumaca,  he  met  with  Keymis,  and  took  his  leave  <rf  Pu- 

'  Thj«  l«rge  mid  geaeral  mr^  of  GnUan,    Pern,    Nuero    Reyno,    tbr 

Guiuu  ud  ibt  nd^bonriDg  coan-  Udtploin   ot  Fop>r>a    aod  Roldn, 

trie*  Rabgll  oAea  imatioM ;   and  vith  the  provinoa  of  Van«c«-U,  M 

trbere  be   ii  ipeaking  nf  the   Ore-  (he  bay  oF  Urnba,  bdiind  CirOiageaa 

noqne,  hnr  far  it  )■  naTigahle,  «bat  weatward,  and  tn  Abmuiim  mmA- 

caniidcrabla    parti   oF  the  Spauiib  ward.   WbtUiectbe  little  map,  vUch 

Weat  Indie*  are  to  be  invaded  thrre-  I  think  is  praExed  to  the  Latin  «di- 

tr,  u  «b>t  oArr  regioug  tl  Iradi,  lionofRale^'aDiBeoTerrorartMa, 

tbe    deaeent    of   ita   branches,   and  hereafter  meationed,  ia  a  coDtntrtiM 

wbere  it  fidli  into  the  aea,  be  tellj  uftirii  large  and  feoeral  map,  I  do 

0$,  AcM  pu«nil««,  that  be   1U7  dM  TMBmber,  arfaan  I  bad  that  Inrt 

not  ba  t*dioti»,  ahall  better  be  per-  in  mj  hand,  to  ham  obwrred  by  any 

refnd  In  tbe  |encral  deierip^D  nf  interiptkn  there  nniybethenmi. 
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tijma,  who,  of  all  others,  most  lamented  his  departure ;  for 
the  Orenoque  was  now  swollen  most  dreadfully,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  return  by  the  way  he  entered,  for  the 
river  of  Amana  could  not  be  sailed  back  by  any  means,  the 
breeze  and  current  of  the  sea  were  so  outrageous :  therefore 
he  followed  the  branch  of  Capuri,  which  entered  into  the 
sea  eastward  of  his  ships,  that  he  might  bear  with  them  be- 
fore the  wind ;  and  great  need  there  was  so  to  do,  having 
by  that  way  as  much  to  cross  of  the  main  sea,  in  their  little 
boats,  after  they  came  to  the  river^s  mouth,  as  between 
Id  a  diead-  Gravelin  and  Dover.  But  when  they  arrived  at  the  sea- 
""*  ode,  and  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  Capuri,  they  were  in  a 
most  desperate  condition ;  for  there  arose  a  mighty  storm, 
and  the  river^s  mouth  was  at  least  a  league  broad,  so  that 
they  run  before  night  close  under  the  land  with  their  boats, 
and  brought  the  galley  as  near  as  they  could,  which  had 
much  ado  to  live,  and  was  often  near  sinking  with  all  her 
men.  Ralegh  was  in  the  utmost  doubt  what  course  to 
take;  ^ther  to  venture  in  the  galley  through  six  foot  water 
on  the  sands  for  two  leagues  together,  and  that  in  the 
channel,  when  she  drew  five;  or  trust  in  such  a  raging 
wind  and  sea  to  cross  over  in  his  barge.  At  last,  seeing 
the  tempest  increase  the  longer  he  tarried,  he  took  GiiFord, 
Calfield,  and  Grenvill,  in  his  barge,  and  about  midnight 
thrust  into  the  sea,  leaving  the  galley  to  come  by  daylight. 
"  Thus  faintly  cheering  one  another  in  show  of  courage,'' 
says  Ralegh,  ^^it  pleased  God  by  nine  o'clock  the  next 
"  morning  we  discovered  the  Isle  of  Trinidad.""  So  they 
kept  along  the  shore  to  Curiapan,  where  they  found  their 
ships  at  anchor ;  *^  than  which,''  says  he,  ^^  there  was  never 
"  to  us  a  more  joyful  sight ;"  especially  when  they  found, 
upon  meeting  together,  they  had  lost  but  one  man  (before 
mentioned)  through  so  many  extremes  of  wet,  heat,  hunger, 
want  of  rest,  sleep,  lodging,  and  such  like  violent  hardships 
in  this  toilsome  and  dangerous  adventure,  as  drove  them  to 
many  unusual  and  unhealthy  shifts,  especially  in  their  diet ; 
such  as  feeding  upon  many  strange  and  corrupted  fruits, 
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upon  fresh  fish  without  aeasoniag ;  crocodiles,  sea-cows ', 
anta's,  and  aimed  hogs,  upon  all  sorts,  of  the  land  or 
water,  good  and  bad,  without  order  or  measure:  and  yet 
no  calenture  befel  them,  or  other  pesulent  diseases  which 
are  wont  to  infect  all  regions  so  near  the  line ;  so  wholesome 
was  the  country,  or  so  happily  suited  to  thrir  constitutions. 
The  many  praises  which  Ralegh  further  bestows  upon  the 
plenty  and  other  feliuties  of  Guiana,  I  must  leave  to  the 
noble  description  he  has  writ  of  it,  having  here  only  ex- 
tracted such  parts  as  more  chiefly  respect  our  present  en- 
deavour at  the  persona]  history  of  its  author. 

In  his  return  homewards  he  touched  at  Cumana,  to  store 
and  refresh  himself  with  such  provisions  as  he  wanted ;  but 
the  Spaniards  refused  to  supply  him,  at  which  he  threatened 
the  town ;  and  upon  their  refu^ng  also  to  save  it  by  such 
reasonable  ransom  as  they  had  just  before  offered  captun 
Preston,  he  set  it  on  fire :  the  like  he  did  at  St.  Mary,  and  nm  m 
at  Rio  de  la  Hach,  as  we  are  informed  by  Camden  andj^" 
others;  some  of  whom  afGrm,  he  got  not  only  great  glory 
hereby,  but  riches;  the  latter  of  which  will  be  thought 
doubtful  to  those  who  have  read  the  Spaniards  had  removed 
thnr  effects  to  the  mount^na,  before  they  entered  into  a  c«- 
[Htuladon  with  Preston.  On  the  13th  of  July,  when  the 
said  captain  Preston,  with  the  rest  of  his  company,  were 
under  cape  St.  Anthony,  the  westenunost  part  of  the  Isle  of 
Cuba,  '*  we  met,"  says  the  writer  of  his  voyage,  "  with  the 
"  honourable  knight  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  returning  from  his 
"  painful  and  happy  discovery  of  Guiana,  and  his  surprise 
"  of  the  Isle  of  Trinidad :  so  with  glad  hearts  we  kept  him 
*'  and  his  fleet  of  three  ships  company,"  for  he  mentions  no 
more,  "  till  the  twentieth  day  at  night,  at  which  time  we 
"  lost  them  "." 

■  Of  tli«M  lei-moottm,  otbrrwint  told,  air  Walter  Rnlcgh  brought  w- 

edled  manali  by  tbe  SpnniBrils,  Rit-  TCral   of  Umu  hide*  inb>  Englasd. 

legh  lay*  be  had  seen  aa  bi^  ai  a  See   captain   Hircourt'a  Vofifa   in 

wine-pipe:    otben  ilcMribc  it;  flesfa  Purcfans,    (lirfbre    meotioDcd,)    Ibl. 

to  be  like  beef,  and  to  yield  au  u-  liJS- 

cellcDt  oil ;  tbe  bide,  beiug  dreised,  ■  See  Robert  Davie'i  vicL  TOyage 

niakei  good  balT,  and  dried,  px>d  of  captaia  Amiaa  Preston,  ud  cap. 

*      '             re  taiD  G«oi^  Soiomai  to  tbe  WeM 
p3 
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Writes  a  When  Ral^h  waA  arrived  in  England,  he  soon  applied 
J!*^'^/''^  himself  to  digest  the  observations  he  had  made  in  his  diaco- 
nUn  diMo-  yeries,  and  they  were,  not  many  months  after,  committed  to 
the  press  <.  Several  authors  have  bestowed  characters  in 
praise  of  this  discourse,  which  manifests  such  a  wonderful 
genius  in  compassing  the  knowledge  of  so  many  places,  pro- 
ductions, and  people,  with  so  small  a  power,  and  in  so  short 
a  Ume.  The  honourable  Mr.  Duddely,  natural  son  of  the 
earl  of  Leicester,  and  afterwards  a  knight  also  of  great  re- 
nown for  his  wriungs  and  adventures,  speaking  of  a  dis- 
covery into  Guiana,  which  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
soys,  it  was  in  the  seUisame  manner  almost  ^^such  as  sir 
**  Walter  Ralegh  hath  very  discreetly  written  y."  Camden 
icfers  those  who  would  know  more  of  this  enterprise  to  an 
ingenious  book  of  Ralegh^s  writii^,  wherein  he  gives  ^^  a 
^'  most  accurate  descripticn  of  the  countries,  as  if  he  had 
^  been  born  and  bred  thare '.'"  And  a  later  author  men- 
liens  this  treatise  as  one  of  those  wntten  by  Ralegh,  which 
is  ^*  full  of  proper,  clear,  and  courtly  graces  of  speech  >.'*'* 
The  action  itself  has  also  had  many  just  encomiums  be^ 
stowed  upon  it  by  Mr.  Hakluyt,  captain  Harcourt,  and 
others ;  the  latter  of  whom,  speaking  of  the  great  Orenoque^ 
(at  a  time  wherein  he  will  not  be  suspected  guilty  of  flattery 
to  the  first  of  our  nation  who  explored  that  river,)  adds, 
*^  wherein  sir  Walter  Ralegh  performed  his  worthy  and 
^  memorable  discovery  ^J*  Nor  could  the  Muses  forbear  to 
edebrote  sudi  a  glorious  exphnt,  as  well  by  the  pens  of 


Indies,  begno  March  1595*  in  Hak- 
kiyt,  Tol.  3.  fol.  5S3. 

>  Under  the  title  of,  "The  Dis- 
**  covery  of  the  large,  rich,  and  bean- 
"  tiful  empire  of  Guiaua ;  with  a 
**  relation  of  the  great  and  golden 
"  city  of  Manoa,  called  by  the  Spa- 
**  niards  El  Dorado,  Slc.  performed 
*<  in  the  year  1595.  by  fir  W.  Ra- 
*<  legh,  knt.  captain  of  her  ma- 
**  Jesty's  goardy  lord-warden  of  the 
*<  stanneries,  and  her  higbness'a  lieu< 
"  tenant-gencaral  of  the  county  of 
**  Cornwall."  Imprinted  at  London 
by  Robert  Robinaoo»  4X0.  159^,  re- 


printed  in  Haklayt,  vol.3,  fol. 627. 
consisting  of  about  nine  sheets.  It 
was  also  translated  into  Latin,  (and 
perhaps  other  languages,)  with  the 
title  of  «  Brevis  et  admiranda  D&- 
<*  scriptio  regni  Guiann,  &c.  per  Dn. 
**  Gualt.  Ralegh  Eqnit.  Angl.  delects ; 
«  Tabula  GeographicaJodoc.  Hondii, 
*'  &c."  N0rimb.impens.4t0. 1599. 

y  See  his  Voyage  to  Trinidad,  iu 
Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  fol.  576. 

"  Annal.  Eliz.  anno  X595< 

■  Athen.  Oxon.  toI.  1.  00L438. 

**  Captain  Harrourt  in  Purchas, 
(aa  before,)  fol.  1370. 
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those  who  were  tjemtaeuet  o(  hit  toilfl  and  travel,  as  Uiose 
who  were  no  waja  concerned  in  them :  for  o^oUun  Kejrmis, 
who  bore  hitn  company,  as  we  have  obserred,  wrote  this 
year  a  Latin  copy  cj  Tersea  in  praise  of  the  GuianiaB  expe^ 
dition,  descrilnng  the  situation  of  the  country,  with  its 
riches,  and  Ralph's  unparalleled  dexterity  for  performing 
that  discovery  in  a  month,  which  bo  many  brave  Spaniards 
had  in  vain  attempted  many  years  <=.  And  another  teamed 
poet,  whom  I  take  to  have  be«i  Mr.  George  C)u{MiMn, 
wrote  at  tbc  same  time  a  herrac  poem  in  Ei^isfa  upon  Iha 
tome  subject.  Those  who  have  read  this  whole  poem  at- 
tentively, which  contuns  near  two  hundred  lines,  and  ob< 
served  what  lofty  strokes  of  praise  the  author  bestows  upoa 
this  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  oM^ial  instigatioBB  wberewith 
he  animates  his  country  to  persevere  in  it,  may  conceive  I 
have  bad  some  constraint  upon  myself,  through  a  regard  to 
that  pn^xation  which  is  here  necessary,  in  transcribing  dq 
more  &am  it  than  those  parts  whnein  Ralegh  is  directly 
mmtioiied,  when  the  whole  redounds  so  much  to  his  glory. 
And  Arst,  the  poet,  after  having  invoked  his  muse  to  sing 
the  ftfebievonent  of  that  hero's  sword,  which  is  oonseeratad 
to  his  queen  t  and  told  us,  the  subject  of  his  smg  is  riches 
with  honour,  and  cooquest  witbmit  blood*  enou^  to  seat 
un^tfsal  monarchy,  hke  the  iHrd  of  Jove,  upon  EUia's 
hand ;  and  described  the  wealthy  Guiana  bowing  ba  nu^t^ 
hnast,  aad  making  every  sign  of  submisnaD  to  baoonta 
both  the  nster  and  the  dau^ter  of  that  sacrad  maid;  btt 
goes  on  thus : 

Then  most  admir'd  sovere^D,  tet  yeur  breath 

Go  forth  upon  the  waters,  and  create 

A  golden  woi4d  in  thii  our  iron  age ; 

And  be  the  proip'rona  fore-wiod  to  a  fleet. 

That  BeooDdiog  your  loat,  may  go  before  it 

Id  all  success  of  profit  and  reuawn. 

Doubt  oot  but  your  election  was  divine ; 
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As  well  by  fate,  as  your  high  judgment  order'd. 
To  raise  him  with  choice  bounties  who  could  add 
Height  to  his  height ;  and,  like  a  liberal  vine, 
Not  only  bear  his  virtuous  fruit  aloft. 
Free  from  the  press  of  squint-ey*d  envy's  feet. 
But  deck  his  gracious  prop  with  golden  bunches ; 
And  shroud  it  with  broad  leaves  of  rule  o'ergrown. 
From  all  black  tempests  of  invasion. 

Then  having  exhorted  the  queen  not  to  let  the  course  of 
her  reign  be  like  those  great  winds,  which  in  the  morning 
of  their  power  tear  up  forests  by  the  roots,  raise  the  seas  to 
the  skies,  and  make  the  earth  tremble,  yet  bury  their 
wasteful  bravery  in  the  evening ;  but  rather  like  a  river  that 
flows  from  the  mountains,  and  grows  greater  the  further  it 
runs,  till,  mixing  with  the  main,  it  takes  his  titles  and  com- 
mand :  having  also  exposed  those  politicians,  who  would  be 
wise  in  spite  of  wisdom;  who  think  nothing  can  be  right 
but  certainty,  and  place  their  faith  in  incredulity;  that 
ooward^s  castle,  sluggard^s  cradle,  and  only  wit  of  fools, 
which  slovenly  de£Eu%s  all  things  fair :  and,  lastly,  having 
bewailed  the  corruptions  of  nature  in  our  greatest  nobility, 
whose  bodies  have  choked  their  minds,  which  are  bereft  of 
sense  through  excessive  sensualities,  till  the  effects  of  their 
lusts  have  like  lightning  wounded  her  soul  through  her 
flesh  unwounded,  so  that  she  must  need  incitements  to  her 
recovery  even  from  the  part  she  hurts ;  the  poet  finely  con- 
tinues in  these  words : 


•O  how  most  like 


Art  thou,  heroic  author  of  this  act. 

To  this  wrong  d  soul  of  nature!  that  sustain'st 

Pain,  charge,  and  peril,  for  thy  country's  good ; 

And  she,  much  like  a  body  numb*d  with  surfeits. 

Feels  not  thy  gentle  applications 

For  the  health,  use,  and  honour  of  her  powers ! 

Yet  shall  my  verse  through  all  her  ease-lock*d  ears 

Trumpet  the  nobless  of  thy  high  intent; 

And  if  it  cannot  into  act  proceed. 

The  fault,  and  bitter  penance  of  the  fault. 
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Make  red  some  othen  eyes  wicb  peoiUiice, 

For  tbine  are  clear — and  what  more  nimble  apirito, 

Apter  to  bite  at  auch  unhooked  bail*, 

Gain  by  our  loM,  that,  must  we  needs  confess, 

Thy  princely  ralour  would  have  purchas'd  lu ; 

Which  shall  be  &nie  eternal  to  thy  name, 

Though  thy  contentment,  in  thy  grave  desires 

Of  our  advancement,  fail  deserved  effect. 

O  how  1  fear  thy  glory  which  1  love. 

Lest  it  should  dearly  grow  by  our  decrease ! 

Natures,  that  aticit  in  golden-gravel'd  springs. 

In  muck-pits,  cannot  scape  thur  swallowinga. 

Yet  the  poet,  confiding  in  the  patrician  spirits  of  the  no- 
tion to  encourage  this  sublime  endeavour  at  such  impmal 
enlargements  of  the  British  dominion,  and  especially  in  the 
temptations  of  the  country  itself,  gold,  like  fate,  giving  life 
and  law  to  all  our  actions,  presages  they  should  all  go  to 
Guiana ;  that  British  colonies  should  be  planted,  churches 
and  palaces  built  there,  and  that  the  whole  world,  by  this 
heroic  conquest,  should  pay  homage  to  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land: but  it  cannot  be  so  justly  described  as  in  the  lines 
themselves. 

Then  in  the  lliespiads  bright  prophetic  font, 
Hethinin  I  see  our  liege  rise  from  her  throne. 
Her  ears  and  thoughts  in  steep  amaze  erect, 
At  the  most  rare  endeavour  of  her  power. 
And  now  she  blesses  with  her  wonted  graces 
Til'  iudustrious  knight,  the  soul  of  this  exploit; 
Dismissing  him  to  convoy  of  his  stars. 
And  DOW  for  love  and  honour  of  his  worth. 
Our  twice-born  nobles  bring  him  bridc^room-Uke, 
That  is  espous'd  for  virtue  to  hia  love, 
Wth  feasts  and  music  ravishing  the  air. 
To  his  Argoliao  fleet ;  where  round  about 
His  bating  colours  English  valour  swarms  . 
In  haste,  as  if  Guianian  Orenoque 
With  his  full  waters  fell  upon  our  shore. 
And  now  a  wind  as  forward  as  their  spirits. 
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Sets  their  glad  feet  on  smooth  Guiana's  breast ; 

Where,  as  if  eadi  mao  were  an  Orpheus, 

A  world  of  savages  fall  tame  before  them. 

Storing  their  tbrift-free  treasuries  with  gold. 

And  there  doth  plenty  crown  their  wealthy  fields ; 

There,  learning  eats  no  more  his  thriftless  books ; 

Nor  valour,  ostrich-like,  his  iron  arms : 

There,  beauty  is  no  strumpet  to  her  wants, 

Nor  Gallic  humours  putrefy  her  blood ; 

But  all  our  youth  take  Hymen*s  lights  in  hand. 

And  fill  eaeh  roof  with  honour*d  progeny : 

There,  makes  society  adamantine  chains. 

And  Joins  their  hearts  with  wealth,  whom  wealth  disjoin'd  : 

there  healthful  recreations  strew  the  meads. 

And  make  their  mansions  dance  with  ne^hbourhood, 

Wkieh  hete  were  drownM  rn  chnrlish  avarice : 

And  there  do  palaces  and  temples  rise 

Out  of  the  earth,  and  kiss  th*  enamoor'd  skies ; 

Where  New  Britannia  humbly  kneels  to  heaven, 

Tke  world  to  her,  and  both  at  her  blest  feet. 

In  wlkom  the  circles  of  all  empire  meet  ^. 

But  the  poet  was  no  prophet  in  this  respect ;  for  Ralegh, 
with  all  his  zeal  and  asaduity  for  the  honour  and  advan- 
tage of  his  country,  of  which  he  could  not  give  more  sincere 
proofs  than  he  did,  by  his  continual  forwardness  to  venture 
his  fortune  and  his  life  therein,  could  never  induce  the 
state  to  proceed  in  the  plantation  of  Guiana ;  not  so  much 
through  any  real  incredulity  of  the  emoluments  that  would 
accrue  from  it,  the  superficial  cause  of  its  neglect;  as 
through  that  malignant  jealousy  which  so  eternally  biassed 
the  domestic  competitors  for  royal  favour,  to  curb  the  fo- 
rdgn  services  of  enterprising  men,  lest  the  achievements  of 
the  one  should  outshine  the  administrations  of  the  Mher : 
and  this  reason  we  may  have  further  occasion  hereafter 
more  expressly  to  confirm  out  of  Ralegh'^s  own  words; 
whence  we  may  here  observe,  that  he,  whose  engaging  qua- 
lities had  gained  him  such  influence,  such  an  ascendency 

*  Dt  Guiana  carmen  epieani,  anthore  6.  C.  in  Hddnyt.  vol.  3.  fol.  668. 
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ovar  the  most  uvKge  and  undTiliced  dbUoiii,  found  no  dts- 
poations  so  bu^taraus  and  intractable  MDoDg  tboee  stnng- 
ere,  M  he  did  in  hit  own  countrj ;  Eke  Herculn  hinarif, 
who  having,  by  bis  glorioua  labours,  shewed  his  power  of 
subduing  and  tanung  all  other  monsters,  found  envj  wdA 
detraction  invincible  at  laat.  That  Rale^^s  laboun  were 
att^^ed  with  the  sotne  fate,  himself  has  sufficioitly  dkov 
vered  in  that  dedicatioa,  which,  witbaomuch  eloquetMe,ia»- 
desty,  and  generosttj, he  niadeof  lusdacourseupon  GiuaiUi 
aforesud,  to  the  lord-admiral  Howard,  and  nr  Robert  Ce- 
cil. For  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  and  daagen  of 
the  voyage,  '*  it  appears,*  says  Ralegh  therein,  *'  that  I 
'*  made  no  other  bravado  of  gni%  to  sea  than  was  maaat, 
"  and  that  I  was  never  hidden  in  Cornwall,  or  dscwhere,  as 
"  was  supposed.  They  have  grossly  bdied  ma,  that  ftve-TndnMd. 
"  judged  I  would  rather  becone  a  servant  to  the  SpoBssIi 
*'  king  than  return ;  and  the  rest  were  much  mistakeo,  who 
'*  would  have  persuaded  that  I  was  too  easeful  and  sensuot 
"  to  undertake  a  journey  of  so  great  travel :  but,"'  as  he  ge- 
nerously continues,  *'  if  what  I  have  done  reomve  the  gro- 
"  cious  construction  of  a  painful  polgrimage,  and  purchase 
"  the  least  remisnon,  I  shall  think  all  too  little,  and  that 
*'  there  were  wanting  to  the  rest  many  miseries."  And  as 
he  bod  just  before  observed,  in  a  delicate  reflecticni  upon 
the  ungrateful  custom  of  makii^  ooa  ftuling  ccbpse  the  He- 
lit  of  many  virtuous  actions,  where  he  says,  "  If  ou^t 
"  nught  have  been  deserved  in  former  times  to  have  cou». 
**  terpmsed  any  part  of  offences,  ^e  Avit  therei^,  as  tl 
"  seeoM,  was  long  before  fallen  tium  the  tree,  and  the  dead 
"  stock  only  remained.'"  So  here  he  goes  on ;  "  But  if 
**  both  the  times  past,  the  present,  and  what  may  be  in  the 
"  future,  do  all  by  one  grain  of  ^dl  continue  in  etemid  d» 
"  taste ;  I  do  not  then  know  whether  I  should  bewal  my- 
"  self  eithw  for  my  too  mudt  travel  sod  expense,  ear  oob> 
"  denm  raysdf  for  doing  less  than  that  which  can  deecrv* 
"  nothing.  From  rays^  I  have  deserved  no  than^  for  I 
"  am  returned  a  he^ar,  and  withered ;  but  that  I  nuf^t 
"  have  bettered  my  poor  calate,  it  shall  appear  by  the  M> 
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lowing  discourse,  if  I  had  not  respected  only  her  ma- 
jesty's  future  honour  and  riches.  It  became  not  the 
**  former  fortune  in  which  I  once  lived,  to  go  journeys  of 
'*  pioory ;  and  it  had  sorted  ill  with  the  offices  of  honour 
**  which  by  her  majesty's  grace  I  hold  this  day  in  England, 
"  to  run  from  cape  to  cape,  and  from  place  to  place,  for  the 
**  pillage  of  ordinary  prizes.^  The  insignificancy  of  these 
pursuits  also  in  our  other  English  adventurers  to  distress 
the  king  of  Spain,  he  lays  open  a  little  further,  in  the 
following  manner:  ^*  This  undertaking  hath  another  ground 
**  and  assurance  of  riches  and  glory  than  the  voyages  of  the 
"  West  Indies;  an  easier  way  to  invade  the  best  parts 
thereof  than  by  the  common  course.  The  king  of  Spain 
is  not  so  impoverished  by  taking  three  or  four  port-towns 
in  America,  as  we  suppose ;  neither  are  the  riches  of  Peru 
^  or  Nueva  Espanna  so  left  by  the  sea-side,  as  to  be  easily 
**  washed  away  with  a  great  flood  or  spring-tide,  or  left  dry 
"  upon  the  sands  at  a  low  ebb.  The  port-towns  are  few 
and  poor  in  respect  of  those  within  the  land ;  are  of  little 
defence,  and  only  rich  when  the  fleets  are  to  receive  the 
treasure  for  Spain :  and  we  might  think  the  Spaniards 
very  simple,  having  so  many  horses  and  slaves,  if  they 
could  not  upon  two  days'  warning  carry  ail  the  gold  they 
*^  have  into  the  land,  and  far  enough  from  the  reach  of  our 
^*  footmen,  especially  the  Indies  being  so  mountainous,  so 
**  full  of  woods,  rivers,  and  marshes."  Here  he  goes  on  to 
pve  a  large  variety  of  examples,  naming,  besides  the  ports 
of  Camana  and  St  Josepho,  which  he  took  himself,  and 
found  not  therein  one  rial  of  plate,  many  other  towns  and 
cities  which  are  wealthy,  but  of  difficult  access  through  our 
want  of  good  footing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  them.  And 
leaves  many  more  islands,  ports,  cities,  and  mines  in  Peru 
and  other  parts  unnamed  with  the  rest,  both  that  the 
grandeur  of  those  territories  might  not  seem  incredible,  and 
Hm  trcntifefor  this  further  reason ;  ^^  Of  all  which,''  says  he,  *'  because 

of  the  West  *         J  * 

Indies.        "  ^  )aasQ  written  a  particular  treatise  of  the  West  Indies  «, 

*  Hiis  treatiie  was,  I  think,  never     name ;  nor  has  it  erer  been  taken 
printed,  at  least  under  nr  Walter's     notice  of  by  any  of  those  writers  of 
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*'  I  will  omit  the  repetition  at  this  tioie,  ae^ng  that  in  the 

"  said  treatise  I  have  anatomized  the  rest  of  the  sea-towiu, 

"  as  well  as  of  Nicaragua,  Jucatan,  Nueva  Espanna,  and 

"  the  islands,  as  those  of  the  inland ;  and  by  what  means 

"  they  may  be  best  invaded,  as  far  as  any  mean  judgment 

"  can  comprehend."     But  Ral^b  was  in  hopes  it  would 

appear  there  was  now  a  way  found  out  to  answer  every 

man's  lon^ng;  a  richer  Indies  than  any  the  king  of  Spain 

enjoyed,  which  if  the  queen  would  patrcmiae,  he  was  willing 

to  end  the  ronainder  of  his  days  in  redudng  it  to  a  total 

sutgectim.     Whatever  he  fiirtJier  advanced  of  this  kind, 

diffidence  and  detraction  were  so  predominant,  that  because 

some  of  Ralegh^s  company  brought  over  marcasite  for  gold, 

as  he  informs  us  a  litde  further  ^  there  were  some  who 

would  not  believe  the  real  gold  ore  which  he  brought,  and 

which  he  had  helped  to  d^  out  of  the  rocks  with  hu  own 

da^er,  was  of  greater  value ;  nay,  when  many  trials  bad 

been  made  of  this  ore  E,  wher^n  some  quantities  were  proved 

by  one  Weatwood,  a  refiner  in  Wood-street,  to  hold  after  Hu  triii  of 

the  rate  of  twelve  or  thirteen  thousand  pounds  a  ton.  Other  „j„  ^_ 

parcels,  by  Mr.  Bulmar,  and  Dimock,  assay-master,  found 

also  to  hold  after  the  rate  of  twenty-three  thousand  pounds 

the  ton ;  and  a  third  sort  tried  by  Mr.  Palmer,  comptroller 

of  the  mint,  and  Mr.  Dimock  in  Goldsmith 's-hall,  holding 

after  the  rate  of  twenty-ds  thousand  nine  hundred  pounds 

the  ton ;  who  tried  also  some  gold-dust  of  the  same  mine, 

which  held  eight  pound  six  ounces  weight  of  gold  in  the 

hundred,  and  an  image  of  copper  made  in  Guiana,  which 

held  a  third  part  of  gold :  when  all  this  was  proved,  there 

were  those  who  would  not  yet  beheve  it  gold  of  Guiana ;  DuncditMi. 

but  that  Ralegh  purchased  it  upon  the  African  coast,  and 

carried  it  over  thither.     "  Surety,  the  singularity  of  that 


bU  life,  wbo  b%rt  atlempted  to  jpve  thii  time,  bu  bero  lo  CarefiiUj  pre- 

Dii  a  ckUlogue  of  hi>  writings.  serred  in  bis  fkmilf,  ttaitit  it  Ktw  la 

'Sir  Walter  Rili^h's  frefHce  to  the  ponecuoD  of   cipuin  WUllun 

tbe  Dticoreiyof  GuiHm.  Elvea;  irba, among' ottwraunmaai- 

■  Some  of  the  ore  wbicb  lir  Walter  cations  rclitioB  to  ur  Walter  Rll^, 

Ralcgfa  brongbt   frum  Guiana,  and  ba*  conrteonjy  obKged  me  witb  a 

prolnblr  of  tUa  whicb  be  broo^t  at  ^gbt  thereof. 
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^^  device,^  says  Ral^h,  ^^  I  do  not  well  comprehend  :  for 
^*  my  own  part,  I  am  not  so  much  in  love  with  these  long 
'<  voyages,  as  to  devise  diereby  to  cozen  myself;  to  lie  hard, 
^  to  fkre  worse,  to  be  subject  to  perils,  to  diseases,  to  ill 
**  savours,  to  be  -pardied  and  withered,  and  withal  to  sus- 
**  tain  the  oare  and  labour  of  such  an  enterprise ;  except 
**  the  same  had  more  comfort  than  the  fetching  of  marca- 
^  cite  in  Guiana,  or  buying  of  gold  ore  in  Barbary.  But  1 
^  hope  the  better  sort  will  judge  me  by  themselves,  and 
**  that  the  way  of  deceit  is  not  the  way  of  honour  or  good 
*<  opinion.  I  have  herein  consumed  mudi  time  and  many 
^  crowns,  and  I  had  no  other  respect  or  desire  than  to  serve 
**  ber  majesty  and  my  country  thereby.  If  the  Spanish  na^ 
^  don  had  been  of  the  like  belief  with  these  detractors,  we 
*^  diould  little  have  feared  or  doubted  their  attempts  where- 
^  with  we  now  are  daily  threatened.  But  if  we  now  con- 
*^  aider  of  the  actions  both  of  Charles  V.  who  had  the 
"^  maidenhead  of  Peru,  and  the  abundant  treasures  of  Ata- 
**  balipa,  together  with  the  a£Pairs  of  the  Spanish  king  now 
^  living ;  what  he  has  added  to  the  acts  of  his  predecessors, 
'^  how  many  kingdoms  he  has  endangered,  how  many  armies, 
"  garrisons,  and  navies  he  maintains ;  the  great  losses  he  has 
repaired,  as  in  eighty-eight,  above  a  hundred  sail  of  great 
ships,  with  their  artillery;  and  that  no  year  is  less  unfortu- 
<*  nate,  but  that  many  vessels,  treasures,  and  people  are  de- 
^  voured,  and  yet  that  he  b^ns  again,  like  astorm,  tothreaten 
^  shipwreck  to  us  all ;  we  shall  find  that  these  abilities  arise 
^<  not  from  the  trades  of  sack  and  Seville  oranges,  nor  from 
ought  else  that  either  Spain,  Portugal,  or  any  of  his 
other  provinces  produce ;  it  is  his  Indian  gold  that  en- 
dangers and  disturbs  all  the  nations  of  Eurc^ ;  it  creeps 
into  councils,  purchases  intelligence,  and  sets  bound  loyalty 
at  liberty  in  the  greatest  monarchies  thereof:  if  the  Span- 
ish king  can  keep  us  from  foreign  enterprises,  and  from 
the  impeachment  of  his  trades,  either  by  oiler  of  invasion^ 
or  by  besieging  us  in  Britain,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere,  he 
**  has  then  brought  the  work  of  our  peril  in  great  forward- 
ness; for  those  princes,  who  abound  in  treasure,  have 


« 
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*'  great  advaatsgea  over  the  rest,  if  they  once  cunstrain  thcna 
"  to  a  defensive  war,  where  they  are  driven,  once  a  ymt 
"or  oftener,  to  cast  lots  for  their  own  garments''."  For 
these  and  other  substantial  reasons  which  B^q^  pn>- 
dnees,  be  declares,  he  has  laboured  all  his  life,  both  to 
die  utmost  of  his  own  power  and  persuasioD  <£  otben,  iit 
tbe  pTDBiotioa  of  those  attempts  which  promised  rather  «ii 
enlargement  of  our  own  natimtal  interest,  or  An  abctaacnt 
of  the  eocn>B(Juiig  grestncM  of  the  Spaniard,  whot  in 
his  judgment,  is  not  to  be  more  easily  reduced  dmn 
by  such  a  war ;  from  so  many  weak  nations  are  his  trea- 
sores  gathered,  and  so  &r  separated  froat  mutual  mc- 
eour.  But  because  he  thought  such  resolution  and  pre- 
pumtions  were  not  to  be  hoped  for  in  haste,  he  doubted  ant, 
if  her  majesty  would  embrace  the  offer  of  those  provinoes, 
md  that  empire  now  by  him  discovered,  before  they  ware 
engrossed  by  the  enemy,  but  it  would  yield  greater  quan- 
tities of  treasure  than  all  the  king  of  Spain  possesses  from 
the  Indiesjboth  East  and  West;  and  he  wouM  be  amtsnted 
to  lose  her  good  opinion  for  ever,  and  his  life  withal,  if  t^ 
country  should  not  be  found  to  ^ceed  whatever  hod  bean 
promised  in  his  discourse  of  it  ■■  Thoagfa  he  has  tberoa 
written,  he  doubts  not  after  the  6rst  or  second  year  that 
the  same  should  be  colonieed,  but  Co  see  in  London  s  oon- 
tractation-house  of  more  receipt  for  Guiana,  than  tibat  in 
Seville  for  the  West  Indies.  And  is  positive,  "  That  if 
"  there  wns  but  a  small  army  afoot  in  Guiana,  marcbii^ 
"  towards  Manoa,  the  chief  city  of  Inga,  he  would  yield  to 
"  her  majesty,  by  composition,  so  many  hundred  thousand 
"  pounds  yearly,  as  should  bodi  defend  us  from  oU  enemies 
'*  abroad,  and  defray  all  expenses  at  home;  and  that  he 
"  would  bendee  pay  a  garrison  of  three  or  four  thousand 
"  Btrfdiers  very  royally  to  defend  him  against  other  nations: 
"  for  he  cannot  but  know  how  his  predecessors  were  beaten 
"  out  by  the  Spaniards,  and  that  they  have  ever  caoce,  with 
"  the  greatest  cruelties,  sought  the  entry  of  his  country, 
"  wherefore  he  would  doubtless  be  brought  to  tribute;  if 

k  »r  W.  Rdegt'i  Pnfue  u  belbra.  '  Man. 
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^*  not,  having  neither  shot  nor  iron  weapon  in  his  empire, 
**  he  might  easily  be  conquered  ^.""  And  in  another  part 
of  the  said  discourse  he  has  these  words;  ^^  If  it  be  my  lot 
^'  to  prosecute  the  same,  I  will  willingly  spend  my  life 
<<  therein ;  and  if  any  else  shall  be  enabled  thereto,  and 
^  conquer  the  same,  I  assure  him  thus  much,  he  shall  per- 
^'  form  more  than  ever  was  done  in  Mexico  by  Cortez,  or 
"  in  Peru  by  Pi^arro,  whereof  one  conquered  the  empire  of 
'<  Mutezuma,  the  other  of  Guascar  and  Alabalipa^;  and 
**  whatsoever  prince  shall  possess  it,  that  prince  shall  be 
**  lord  of  more  gold  and  of  more  beautiful  empire,  and  of 
**  more  dties  and  people,  than  either  the  king  of  Spain  or 
**  the  great  Turk  "*.''  Concluding  his  whole  treatise  of 
Guiana  with  ^^  his  trust  in  him  who  is  the  King  of  kings 
^*  and  Lord  of  lords,  to  put  it  into  her  heart  who  is  the  lady 
'^  of  ladies  to  possess  it ;  if  not,  I  will  judge  those  men 
**  worthy  to  be  kings  thereof,^  says  he,  "  who  by  her  grace 
'*  and  leave  will  undertake  it  of  themselves.^ 

All  this,  and  much  more,  would  not  do  to  raise  the  sa- 
turnine, or  rather  malignant  genius  of  the  state  to  pursue 
this  action ;  and  upon  this  occasion  we  might  observe,  as 
Ralegh  did  afterwards  upon  another  >>,  from  a  poet  of  his 
own  time<>,  that  ^^some  great  men  clothing  their  private 
envy  in  the  fair  colours  of  the  public  good,  curbed  the 
most  needful  and  noble  undertakings  with  distrust,  through 
a  specious  care  for  the  service  of  the  state.*"  Among  these 
sage  and  sceptical  politicians,  we  may  discern  sir  Robert 
Cecil  to  be  one,  who,  in  his  conferences  with  some  of  the 
speculative  geographers  of  his  time,  would  shew  how  care- 
ful he  was  not  to  be  overtaken  with  any  partial  affection  to 
the  planting  of  Guiana,  as  we  are  told  by  one  of  them,  whom 
he  would  consult  about  the  matter ;  and  who,  perhaps  there- 
fore, admires,  in  a  dedication  to  him,  as  the  manner  is  in 

^  HU  Discovery  of  Guiana,  410.  tas,   act  3.  io  tlie   chorus.     Which 

1506.  p.  100.  play  being  writ  not  loog  after  the 

■Vide  Purchas,  vol.  4.  fol.  1493.  death  of  the  earl  of  Essex,  the  towit 

and  1590.  fancied  that  favourite  characterized 

■  Discovery  of  Guiana,  4to.  p.  9.  therein ;  but  the  poet,  in  his  apologry 

"  Historyof  the  World,  lib.  4.  cap.  at  tiie  end   thereof,  cndeivours  to 

a.  sect.  17.  clear  himself  from  any  such  inten- 

•  Sam.  Dtaiel*!  Tragedy  of  Pbilo-  tion. 
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this  sort  of  writing,  with  no  small  joy,  the  exact  knowledge 
he  had  acquired  in  matters  of  Indian  navigation  P.  Never^ 
theless,  Ralegh's  advice  Was  not  wholfy  disregarded.  Fdr 
that  part  of  it  before  mentioned,  proposnig  to  drive  the 
Spaniards  to  a  defensive  war,  but  ufpon  their  own  proper 
coasts  or  harbours,  was  approved  of;  and  Ralegh  himself 
chosen,  with  other  commanders,  as  we  shall  soon  find,  16 
put  it  in  execution.  In  the  mean  time,  however  discouragi^ 
in  his  new  discovery,  he  would  not  relinquish  it ;  but  within 
six  months  after  his  return,  that  is,  in  the  latter  end  of  Ja- 
nuary following,  he  fitted  out  captain  Keymis  with  a  couple 
of  ships,  the  Darling  and  Discoverer ;  but  provided^  rather 
to  continue  the  correspondence  and  peaceful  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  than  to  strengthen  them  in  a  wariike  manned  with' 
forces  and  accoutrements,  which  wan  what  they  moeC  de- 
sired and  expected.  When  Keymis  arrived  at  Guiana,  heTbetecood 
found  his  friends  much  dispersed,  but  yet  inquiring  what  q^IJJJJ^*** 
was  become  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  whom  they  had  heeti 
prepared  some  months  to  join,  were  mighty  joyful  to  hear 
he  was  not  slain  at  Cumana,  as  the  Spaniards,  now  mild# 
increased  among  them,  had  attested ;  but  sadly  disappcMtttecl 
that  he  had  not  sent  a  larger  fleet  to  expel  them,  and  con- 
quer their  neighbouring  enemies  up  to  die  imperial  city. 
Keymis  further  learnt,  that  Berreo,  being  left  at  Cumana, 
and  lodged  in  the  house  of  one  Fashardo,  the  governors  of 
the  Caraccas  and  Margarita,  conspiring  together,  had  sent 
into  Spain  to  inform  king  Philip,  that  Berreo,  being  retired 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  declining  days  in  privacy  and 
eaxe,  was  utterly  unable  to  pursue  the  enterprise;  yet  of 
what  importance  his  majesty's  regard  thereto  was,  since  so 
eminent  an  English  cavalier  as  sir  Walter  Ralegh  had,  by 
a  vigorous  progress  and  most  artful  address,  made  such 
conquests  and  discoveries  in  some  parts,  and  rendered  him- 
self so  extensively  enga^ng  in  all  wherever  he  came,  that 
unless  they  had  power  given  them  to  undertake  the  charge, 
all  their  past  endeavours  and  future  hopes  in  those  parts^ 

9  Haklnyirt  IMIoitSoD  to  t&r  R.Cecil,  of  his  woond  yoluine  of  Voyages, 
fol.  1599. 
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would  come  to  nothing  m.  But  Berreo'*s  camp-master  hav- 
ing been  long  before  sent  into  Spain,  with  gold  enough 
gotten  out  of  Guiana,  to  levy  and  furnish  five  hundred  men, 
so  effectually  solicited  Berreo^s  cause,  that  present  order 
was  given  for  the  victualUng  and  manning  of  ten  ships  to  be 
sent  him;  so  well  worth  his  care  did  the  king  of  Spain 
think  this  undertaking.  And  further,  this  gold  bore  such 
weight,  that  the  king  commanded  eighteen  ships  more  to 
stop  at  Trinidad,  and  not  follow  their  other  directions,  be- 
fore they  saw  that  place  secured  from  enemies.  But  Berreo 
himself  suspecting  that  speedy  despatch,  returned  to  Cara- 
pana'^s  port  with  fifteen  men,  the  scattered  remnant  that  Ra- 
legh had  left  him.  Those  governors  followed  him,  and  an- 
ticipating the  authority  they  promised  themselves  from 
Spain,  entered  Guiana  with  their  men,  and  determined  to 
murder  Berreo,  who  fled  towards  Caroli,  expecting  his  son 
Antonio  de  Ximenes  with  succours  from  the  new  kingdom 
of  Granada.  And  now  Topiowary,  who  had  fled  to  the 
mountains,  being  dead,  where  the  English  boy  Ralegh 
left  was  devoured  by  a  tiger,  Sanjago,  a  Spaniard,  in  the 
&ction  of  the  governors  aforesaid,  took  Francis  Sparrow 
prisoner,  who  was  also  left  by  Ralegh,  as  has  been  related ; 
but  having  gathered  great  plenty  of  gold,  he  ransomed  his 


^  How  much  alarmed  Spain  was  at 
this  attempt  of  Ralegh's,  count  Gon- 
domar  is  introduced  thus  confessing 
to  his  ghost,  in  a  pamphlet  writ  not 
long  after  his  death.  **  The  tottering 
"  ground  whereon  my  king's  title  to 
*'  the  Indies  stood,  that  it  was 
*'  nothing  but  violence  and  force, 
"  tyranny  and  usurpation ;  and  that 
"  if  a  stranger  or  more  gentle  army 
"  should  enter,  bow  easy  it  was  to 
"set  us  besides  the  cushion  :  this  1 
**  know  thou  knewest,  and  what  not 
**  besides  which  t)elongeth  to  so 
"  C^at  an  attempt  and  triumph.'* 
Ai^  a  little  furtiier,  <*  I  dare  not 
*'  (for  the  honour  of  my  nation)  nn- 
"  fold  the  woful  perplexity  in  which 
**  Spain  stood  during  this  tedious 
*'  Toyage ;  how  she  quaked  to  think 
"  of  the  general   view  which   thou 

hadst  taken,  without  impeachment 


<( 


*'  of  all  the  West  Indies;  but  most 
"  of  all,  when  she  was  advertised  of 
**  thy  long  and  Inborious  passage 
**  upon  the  river  Oreooque,  the  dis> 
**  tinguishments  which  tliou  hast 
**  made  betwixt  it  and  the  river  of 
**  Amazons,  and  the  intelligences 
**  which  thou  hadst  gotten  for  thy 
'*  ascent  to  the  great  city  of  Manoa 
**  and  kingdom  of  Guiana  :  designs, 
*'  which  if  they  bad  been  pursued, 
'*  according  to  thy  willingness  aud 
**  knowledge,  we  had  not  at  this 
**  day  acknowledged  one  foot  of 
**  earth  for  ours  in  all  the  West  In- 
•*  dies."  Sir  W.  Ralegh's  Ghost,  or 
England's  Forewamer:  discovering 
a  secret  consultation  newly  held  in 
the  court  of  Spain  ;  together  witli 
his  tormenting  of  count  Gondomar, 
&c.  Utrecht,  4to.  1626.  p.  14,  16. 
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life  therewith,  yet  was  kept  in  captivity  by  the  Spaniuds 
some  yearo,  as  we  may  hereafter  leam.  After  this,  the  fac- 
tion returned  to  Trinidad,  and  begun  to  rebuild  their  town, 
where,  unhappily  to  these  new  lawless  rulers,  the  twenty- 
eight  sail  of  ships  arrived  from  Spain  in  February  following, 
and  took  Sanjago,  one  of  the  buuest  among  them,  prisoner, 
whom  Keymis  found  in  chuns,  expecting  to  be  put  to 
death.  The  other  actors  in  this  interlude  vanishing  in 
canoes,  recovered  Margarita  and  Cumana  again.  When 
eighteen  of  those  ships  had  left  all  things  in  good  order, 
they  departed  according  to  their  instructions,  leaving  the 
other  ten  to  fortify  at  Conquerabia,  for  the  reception  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  fleet.  Nor  was  it  above  four  months  after 
the  arrival  of  those  ships  from  Spain,  that  the  king  had 
[wepared  several  others,  it  being  in  June  1596,  to  transport 
K  new  supply  of  whole  families,  to  the  number  of  ux  hun- 
dred persons,  for  Guiana ;  so  little  did  tfab  prince  mistruM 
that  the  planting  thereof  would  not  turn  to  account.  But 
these  ships  not  suUng  before  Ralegh  himself  visated  the 
coast  where  they  lay,  what  woA  he  made  among  them, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Spanish  navy,  will  now  in  a  little  space 
demand  our  attention. 

When  Ke3rmis  was  advanced  to  Topiowary^s  port,  he 
found  the  Spaniards  under  Berreo  had  planted  a  village 
there,  and  that  a  rocky  island  against  the  mouth  of  Carol) 
was  their  fort  or  refuge ;  but  now  leaving  both  town  and 
island,  they  gathered  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  had 
sent  fi^  cannon  to  defend  the  passage  "to  those  mine8,^Hi*iix»uat 
says  Keymis  to  Ralegh,  "from  whence  your  ore  and  white ^j^?^'** 
"  stones  were  taken  the  last  year:"  adding,  "we  all,  DotGuimn 
"  without  grief  to  see  ourselves  thus  defeated,  and  our""  " 
"  hungry  hopes  made  void,  were  witnesses  of  this  thrir  re- 
"  move."  Then  Keymis  resolved  to  seek  out  Putiima,  who, 
with  some  friends,  was  retired  to  the  high  lands,  not  far 
from  the  mountain  Aio;  intending,  if  the  Indians  should 
think  themselves  too  weak  with  his  help  to  displant  the 
Spaniards,  to  set  some  of  them  to  work,  for  hatchets  and 
knives,  to  return  him  grains  of  gold,  and  white  stones  from 
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Kich  places  as  they  should  be  directed  to.  But  when  he 
came  to  the  place  of  their  abode,  they  were  fled,  apfx'e- 
heading  him  and  his  company  perhaps  to  have  been  a  party 
of  Spaniards.  "  Here,^  as  Keymis  goes  on,  "  Gilbert  my  pi- 
**  lot  offered  to  bring  us  either  to  the  mine  of  white  stones 
^'  near  Winicapora,  or  else  to  a  gold  mine  which  Putiima 
**  had  shewed  him,  being  but  one  day^s  journey  over  land 
••  from  the  place  where  we  now  stayed  at  anchor.  I  saw 
**  far  off  the  mountains  adjoining  to  this  gold  mine  ;  and, 
*^  haying  measured  their  paths  near  the  same  place  this  last 
**  year,  could  not  judge  it  to  be  fifteen  miles  from  us.  I 
"  do  well  remember,  how  coming  that  way  with  Putiima 
'*  the  year  before,  he  pointed  to  this  same  mountain,  mak- 
^*  ing  signs  to  have  me  go  with  him  thither.  I  understood 
«  his  signs,  and  marked  the  place,  but  mistook  his  mean- 
•*  ing ;  imagining  that  he  would  have  shewed  me  the  over- 
•*  fall  of  the  river  Curwari  from  the  mountains.  My  In- 
**  dian  shewed  me  in  what  sort,  without  digging,  they 
*^  gather  the  gold  in  the  sand  of  a  small  river  named  Ma- 
^*  cawini,  which  springs  and  falls  from  the  rocks  where  this 
'*  mine  is.  And  further  told  me,  that  he  was  with  Putiima 
**  when  Morequito  was  to  be  executed  by  the  Spaniards, 
**  and  that  then  the  chief  of  Morequito''s  friends  were  in 
"  consultation  to  shew  this  mine  unto  them,  if  it  might  re- 
"  deem  their  captain^s  life ;  but  upon  better  advice,  sup- 
^*  posing  them  in  this  case  to  be  implacable,  and  that  this 
"  might  prove  a  means  to  lose,  not  only  their  king,  but 
"  their  country,  they  have  to  this  day  concealed  it  from 
**  them,  being  of  all  others  the  richest  and  most  plentiful.'" 
And  a  little  further,  among  the  reasons  he  gives  for  his  not 
bringing  proofs  away  from  this  mountain  of  his  having 
known  the  contents  of  it,  this  is  one,  ^^  Forethinking  withal 
that  there  being  no  means  but  ourselves  to  make  known 
our  discovery,  if  we  returned  not ;  in  our  misfortune,  the 
hope  of  following  this  voyage  would  be  buried.'^  And 
further  still,  he  says,  ^^  I  could  promise  hope  of  gold  mines, 
*'  and  certain  assurances  of  pieces  of  made  gold  ;  of  spleen- 
stones,  kidney-stones,  and  others  of  better  estimate :  but 


ti 

€1 


« 


SIR  WALTEB  RALEGH.  «W 

"  because  our  bdtef  seems  to  be  mated  id  these  greater 
"  matters,  and  a  certainty  of  smaller  {vofits  is  the  readiest 
"  inducement  to  quicken  our  weak  hopes,  I  go  not  so  ftr," 
says  be,  "as  my  own  eyes  might  warrant  me.**  These  tes- 
timonies, and  others  which  may  be  produced',  will  botli 
shew,  that  Ralegh  was  not  more  sanguine  in  his  gcJden 
hopes  and  promises,  than  the  experience  of  other  men,  as 
veil  as  his  own,  would  justify ;  and  withal,  from  the  au- 
thority of  these  professions,  that  his  choice  was  rationally 
grounded  in  making  Keymis  his  agent  for  the  further  dis- 
covery of  these  mines  many  years  afterwards;  when,  he- 
cause  he  was  not  so  successful  as  a  pr^udiced  and  greedy 
govermoent  expected,  the  whole  underlying  was,  with  tlie 


'  FnDci*  SpuToir,  abore  men- 
tioDcd  in  the  bodj  of  tbc  trork,  con- 
Anns  tfaU  arcouDt  of  the  minea  in 
IheH  worda  :  "  Within  aix  necks 
"  ancr  I  departed  out  of  the  river 
"  OrawKjue,  I  CHine  to  the  rich 
■<  conntry  of  Curs,  in  Gui«n», 
"  where  are  the  mioei  of  while  stoue, 
"  Id  vhiclj  ii  much  natural  and  fine 
■'  goM,  which  the  Tadiaas  rail  calU- 
rii.    The  gold  in  this  plac 


'  little  ituage  of  the  lame  mslBl ; 
'  and  oF  Boother,  1  hought  a  plate  of 
'  the  same,  whicb  be  called  a  tprtmt- 


'  eagle,  for  an  a: 


.  Allwl 


"bet<re 


s  like 


t,  of 


"  which  gold  1 
"  BOW  the  Spaniard  is  the  better  for 
■■  it  iDCarnaisalsogold  in  small 
"  grains,  which  lie  in  the  sanda  in 
"  the  little  rivers  or  brooks :  I  always 
"  took  tlioie  graioB  for  the  Goest 
"  {cotd.  In  tfiese  riTerf  where  gold 
"  lieth,  are  iDBDy  alligators,  or  croco- 
"  diles."  See  the  deicriptiou  of  the 
tale  of  Trinidad,  the  rich  country  oF 


■nd  the  I 


lighly  ri 


T  of  Ore. 


Doqne,  written  by  Pn 
(aa  my  aatbor  writes  him,)  left  there 
by  sirW.  Ralegh,  1595.  but  taken 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  sent  prisoner 
to  Spsio,  wlto,  after  long  cnptivity, 

Cinto  England  by  great  suit,  i6oi. 
Pnrcbaa's  Pil^.  vol.4,  fol.  1149. 
CapUin  Hnrconrt  also  gires  this 
eridence  to  the  same  puqwae  ;  "  As 
]  daily  coorersed  anioug  tbe  In- 
dians, it  chnaced  that  oae  o(  them 
piesented  tnc  with  a  half  moon  of 
metal,  which  held  mmewhat  more 
than  ■  third  part  gold,  the  rest 
copper.    Aaolber  slso  gne  me  a 


'  they  sunrrd  me  were  made  in  tbe 
•  high  country  of  Gniau,  wfakji 
'  they  said  did  ahonnd  with  images 
'  of  gold,  hy  them  called  carre-  - 
'  coory.  Theae  lliinga  1  shewed  Id 
'  my  compsny,  to  settle  their  troa- 

■  bled  minds,  which  gave  mncfa  eon- 
'  ICDlment  to  Uie  greater  part  of 
'  them,  and  satisfied  us  all  that 
'  there  wat  gold  In  Guiana,  Shortly 
'  after  that,  my  Indian,  Antbaof 
'  Canabre,  brought  me  a  piece  of  a 

■  rock  of  white  spar,  wberaof  Ibe 
'  high  country  is  fiill ;  and  if  tbe 
'  white  ipars  of  this  kind,  K^ich  are 
'  the  purest  white  of  all  othan,  (for 
'  erery  sort  of  mine  hath  a  (par, 
'  and  for  the  most  part  white,)  be 
'  in  a  main  rock,  they  are  certainly 
'  mines  of  gold  or  silrer,  or  of  both. 
'  I  made  trial  of  s  piece  of  ipar 
'  which  the  same  Indian  discovered 
'  to  mc,  and  I  found  that  it  held  bodi 
'  gold  and  silver  {  which,  sltbongb 
'  it  was  in  small  quantity,  gave  me 
'  satisfaction  that  there  he  richer 
'  mines  in  the  ciuntry  to  be  fonnd) 

'  hut  the  best  lie  deeper  in  the  earth,  - 
'  and  we  bad  not  time  nor  power  to 

■  make  learch  for  them."  See  the 
lid  eaplatn  Hareonrt's  Voy>|n  to 


prince  Charies,  in   Pnrcbai,  rol.  4 
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most  flagrant  ingratitude,  branded  as  a  fictitious  project  to 
impose  upon  his  country,  since  indeed  there  was  no  imposi- 
tion, unless  where  it  is  most  unlikely  there  should  be  any, 
none  being  so  great  a  sufferer  thereby  as  Ralegh  himself. 
But  more  of  this  in  its  due  place. 

When  Keymis  was  arrived  at  the  port  of  Carapana,  this 
casique  sent  some  of  his  people  in  canoes  to  assure  him  he 
would  come  down  next  day  and  have  a  conference  with 
him ;  but  not  coming  in  five  or  six  days,  he  at  last  sent  one 
of  his  aged  attendants  to  excuse  the  fatigue  of  such  a  jour- 
ney, so  unfavourable  were  the  ways,  and  himself  so  disabled 
with  years  and  infirmities.  This  old  envoy  then  enlarged 
upon  the  inconveniences  they  felt  in  using  the  Spaniards' 
assistance  against  their  enemies,  especially  when  he  com- 
pared their  conduct  with  that  of  the  queen  of  England's 
subjects  under  her  great  commander  :  "  For,*"  said  he, 
**  the  last  year,  we  doubted  not  but  that  he,  being  able, 
**  would  have  persecuted  us  as  the  supporters  of  your  ad- 
^*  versaries ;  would  have  taken  our  towns,  and  have  made 
'*  us  ransom  our  wives  and  children :  but  we  found  it  far 
"  otherwise ;  and  that  none  of  your  well-governed  company 
**  durst  offer  us  any  wrong ;  no,  not  when  undiscovered 
they  might  have  done  it.  We  then  believed  to  be  true 
what  your  grand  captain  reported  of  his  princess ;  took 
this  for  a  good  proof  of  her  royal  authority  and  wisdom, 
that  had  framed  her  subjects  to  such  obedience ;  and  of 
iTieeflfecto  "  your  happiness,  who  enjoyed  the  benefit  thereof:  where- 
**''d*rt*^**"  fore  Carapana,  weighing  the  friendly  course  of  these  pro- 
among  "  ceedings,  doth  humbly  crave  of  her  majesty,  for  himself 
dUml.'""  "  ^^^  ^^  people,  that  with  the  rest  of  the  Indians,  who 
wholly  depend  on  her  princely  regard,  he  also  may  en- 
joy her  favourable  protection  ;  not  as  a  man  forsaken  by 
**  the  Spaniards,  but  one  that,  knowing  their  injustice,  hates 
"  their  cruelties,  and  takes  it  for  the  best  course  utterly  to 
"  disclaim  their  friendship.''  Here  Keymis  breaks  off,  to 
consider  it  as  a  matter  worthy  of  observation,  how  this  pre- 
cedent of  Ralegh's  moderation  and  good  order,  which,  among 
them,  his  countrymen,  who  knew  him,  was  but  his  custo- 
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mary  camportment,  or  ordinary  practice,  therefore  of  small 
regard  with  them,  had  yet  both  alienated  the  Indiane'  hearU 
altogether  from  the  Spaniard,  and  stirred  up  in  them  true 
love  and  admiration  thereof.  After  this,  he  discloBes  his 
further  knowledge  of  the  Indian  wealth  aforesaid,  in  these 
words :  "  This  old  man  shewed  whence  most  of  their  gold 
"  Cometh  which  is  formed  in  so  many  fashions ;  whence 
"  their  spleen-stones,  end  others  of  all  sort? ,  are  to  be  had 
"  in  plenty ;  where  gold  is  to  be  gathered  in  the  sands  of 
*'  their  rivers ;  from  what  part  the  Spaniards,  both  by 
"  trade  and  otherwise,  have  returned  much  gold  i"  and 
doubts  not  but  t^ll  this  was  divulged  with  the  consent  of 
Carapana,  as  an  invitation  to  the  further  aid  and  protection 
he  expected  from  the  English. 

Accordingly  Keymis,  finding  it  was  in  vtun  to  hope  ftM:  a 
conference  with  that  well-wishing,  but  wary  casique,  and 
having  sent  him  a  present  of  iron,  gave  assurance  to  all  the 
Indians  who  repaired  to  him  of  his  speedy  retiuTi  with  suc- 
cours ;  promi«ng  to  make  them  all  rich  in  hatchets,  knives  ■, 
and  beads,  if  they  would  only  reserve  good  store  of  their 
cassavi,  (which  they  used  for  bread,)  and  some  plates  of 
gold,  for  exchange.  And  having  further  spent  some  Ume 
in  the  discovery  of  above  fifty  several  rivers,  tribes,  or  na- 
tions of  people,  towns,  and  casiquett  in  this  voyage,  of  all 
which  he  has  given  us  a  very  accurate  table,  he  directed  his 
course  homewards,  and  arrived  at  Pordand  in  the  latter 
end  of  June  aforesiud ;  having  spent  five  months  in  going, 
staying,  and  returning.  As  soon  as  he  got  home,  he  found 
Ralegh  had  been  gone  upon  a  grand  expedition  out  of  the 
nation  near  a  month :  therefore  he  had  time  to  driiw  up 
his  account  of  this  voyage,  (whence  the  passages  which 
more  immediately  relate  to  our  subject  are  extracted,)  ready 
to  present  him  with  at  his  return  into  England  ;  which  he 
did,  and  dedicated  it  "  To  the  approved,  right  valorous, 

■These  'muniments  were  such  pre-  mii1»ba,to  ilie  soiitli  of  the  OreiWHiie, 
fcrabic  com  modi  lie*  rnnong;  sonie  of  eight  youiijttoinpn.tlieelde»l«her«- 
IboM  iDdiBD),  liial  Frsnciji  Spurrow,  of  »m  not  eighu-cn  ycnn  of  age,  far 
ia  Ui  detcriplioD  of  Cnian*  before  ooe  red-hifletl  knife,  irhich  in  Eng- 
mentioDcd,  Idli  us,  be  boufht  h(  C>-  land  not  luni  one  hal^CDDjr. 
U4 
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**  and  worthy  kuight  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  lord- warden,  &€."' 
In  this  dedication  he  expresses  himself  in  a  most  respectful 
manner,  and  highly  to  sir  Walter'^s  honour  for  the  great 
cost  and  travel  which  he  had  bestowed  upon  this  discovery ; 
telling  him,  ^^  the  fervent  zeal  and  loyalty  of  your  mind,  in 
**  labour  with  this  birth  of  so  honourable  expectation,  as  it 
**  hath  deserved  a  recompense  far  different,'^  (from  what  he 
had  been  describing,)  **  so  needeth  it  not  my  poor  suffrage 
**  to  endear  the  toil,  care,  and  danger  you  have  willingly  un- 
^*  dergone  for  the  good  and  advancement  of  our  weal  public : 
the  praiseworthiness  thereof  doth  approve  itself;  and  is 
better  read  in  your  living  doings,  than  in  my  dead  unre- 
garded papers,  &c.''  Subscribing  himself,  "  Your  lord- 
"  ship^s  to  be  commanded  in  all  service.''*  And  in  his  ])re- 
face  "  To  the  favourers  of  the  voyage  for  Guiana,'^  among 
the  sensible  motives  he  uses  to  remove  all  fig-leaves  from 
our  unbelief,  and  the  examples  he  urges  to  exprobrate  our 
remissness,  one  (which  Ralegh  had  before  touched  upon 
with  that  modesty  wherewith  he  always  alludes  to  himself) 
is  given  by  our  author  Keymis  in  these  words :  **  If  we 
**  should  suppose  ourselves  now  to  live  in  the  days  of  king 
Henry  VII.  of  famous  memory,  and  the  strange  report  of 
a  West  Indies,  or  new  world,  abounding  with  great  trea- 
**  sure,  should  entice  us  to  believe  it ;  perhaps  it  might  be 
imputed  for  some  blame  to  the  gravity  of  wise  men, 
lightly  to  be  carried  with  the  persuasion  and  hope  of  a 
new  found  Utopia  by  such  a  one  as  Columbus  was,  being 
an  alien,  and  many  ways  subject  to  suspicion :  but  since 
the  penance  of  that  incredulity  lies  even  now  heavy  on 
our  shoulders,  the  example  fore-threatening  I  know  not 
what  repentance ;  and  that  we  have  the  personal  trial  of 
so  honourable  and  sufficient  a  reporter,  our  own  country- 
^^  man ;  let  it  be  far  from  us  to  condemn  ourselves  in  that 
**  which  so  worthily  we  reprove  in  our  predecessors  S  and 

»   Yet    hHS    our   uatiou    l)ceii    ro-  »*  much  as  ever  proposed  out-   hub- 

proarbed  for  our  many  neglects  of  «•  si-riptioD  for   making   any  disco- 

thl8  kind  even  to  this  day.     A  mo-  '»  reries  like  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  in 

dern  author  observes,  •*  Tliat  none  '*  Virginia  and  Guiana.  Where/' savK 

*•  of  all  our  late  bubble-projectors  so  he,  "  was  the  set  of  men  who  offered 


it 
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"  to  let  our  idle  knowledge  content  itself  with  luked  coo- 
"  templation,  like  a  barren  womb  in  a  montetery."  But  in 
his  relatiiHi  of  the  voyage  Jtaelf,  which  he  concludes  widi 
many  cogent  and  strenuous  arguments,  drawn  from  the  jus- 
dee,  profit,  and  necessity  of  proaecuting  it,  he  introduces 
that  coDclunon  with  a  paragraph  which  sets  Ralegh  forth  so 
Btron^y  in  his  principal  point  of  light ;  having  pernsted 
more  inflexibly,  through  greater  discouragements,  in  more 
exalted  purmiitB  than  any  other  of  his  contemporaries,  by 
seekii^,  not  a  piivate,  so  muc^  as  a  naUonal  benefit ;  not  a 
tntnment,  but  perpetual  aggrandizement  of  his  couatry, 
that  this  author's  grateful  acknowledgment  thereof  demands 
an  undeniable  adniis»on ;  which  therefme  uke  as  follows. 


"  to  Mlurribe  to  ■  Auid  for  warcb- 
"  ing  out  the  Dortta-west  psMsgei  to 
"  DDTigate  to  tbe  pole,  and  lolre 
"  tbe  ^fflcaltjr  wbich  ^  tbe  proG- 
"  deatt  in  geogrHphy  spok  ofootj- 
"  by  eonjectim,    viz.   whether   En- 

'^Tartariaa  ocrHn  ia  to  hu  traTGT^ed 
"  or  no  ?  Hsire  any  men  yet  sub- 
"  (cribed  to  n  companj  for  disroTer- 
"  ing  thecoiitiaentsnriiiUnda  of  the 
"  tet>,  more  truly  called  tbe  Soutb- 
"  Seu,  1  me*D  due  south  of  tbe  cape 
"  de  Bona  Speranu,  or  due  south  of 
"the  Terra  del  Fuogo?  Do  we 
"  think  there  sre  any  linda  worlli 
"  pouesriagia  all  tbe  nwt  Knthero 
"  tracts,  rrom  forty  or  Qfty  degreen 
"  south  to  the  other  pole  of  tbe 
•'  world  ?  Why  are  not  thne  parts 
"  aa  well  wonh  searching  as  the 
"bottoms  and  dreps  of  Hudson's 
■'  and  [Jirii'a  Straila,  or  the  icy 
"  mouuUlns  of  the  Waggats  aud 
■■  Nova  ZombU?  Tlie  abort  is,  our 
"  projects  are  all  buhblea,  and  rai- 
"  eulated  (br  Exchaugi'- Alley  disca- 
"  Teries,  not  for  enlarging  onr  cnm- 
"  merce,  settling  colouies,  aud 
"  spreading  the  dominions  of  our 
"  (overdgo  boot  pole  to  pole.  Wby 
■'  ha*  no  bold  adveutiircr  followed 
"  the  florioas  sir  Walter  Ralesh 
"  upon  the  rirer  of  Atnaxoo,  the 
"  Rio  Paraoo,  and  the  great  Oreno- 
"  que  >  where  thoniiaodi  of  nalians 
"remain  undiscovered;  and  where 
*■  tbe  wealth,  tbe  fhiltfolneu  of  tbe 


"  aoU,  the  goodneaa  of  tbe  climate, 
"  aod  the  infinite  nuuibera  of  tbe 
"  people,  exceed  all  that  baa  «rer 
"  been  conquered  or  diacovered  is 
"  the  American  world  :  but  all  ii 
'*  owing  to  tbe  mercenary,  low  ha- 
"  mour  of  the  times  we  live  in,  who, 
■■  grovelliog  iu  the  baser  methods  of 
"  getting  mooey  by  fraud  ami  Ute, 
"  by  deceiving  snd  DTerreBcbiD(  oa« 
"  another,  scorn  tbe  glorious  waya 
"  by  which  our  ancestors  grew  rich, 
"  when  they  pursued,  together  with 
"  their  private  advantages,  tbe  ho- 
"  uDur  and  iulerect  of  dirir  native 
"  country,  and  of  their  posterity.  If 
"  OUT  subscriptions  bad  been  for 
"  such  things  as  these,  and  tlie  ma- 
"  DHgement  had  appeared  to  be  as 
"  fair  as  the  design  was  bonoivable, 
"  we  bad  never  had  an  act  of  parlia- 
"  meat  to  suppress  tbem  aa  public 
"  nuisances  and  a  scandal  to  a  Cbria- 
"  tian  garernnient;  but  the  Briti^ 

''  rag:cd  to  etert  itself  to  the  utmoct 
"  in  them :  whereas  now  we  are  all 
"  degenerated  into  bubble  and  bile, 
"  and  the  Excliange  as  well  as  Ei- 
"  chaDgc-Alley  is  become  a  mere 
"  gaming  stage,  where,  instead  of 
"  mercbanta  carryiugon  useful  com- 
"  merce,  we  see  throngs  of  setters 
"  and  cullies  sharping  and  cheating 
■'  one  another."  See  Ue  Humooriat, 
being  eaaays  upon  several  iu)4<Xts, 
vol.  i.  8vo.  I7tj-  p.  40,  ^1. 
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"  Thus  have  I  emptied  your  purse,  spending  my  time 
^^  and  travel  in'  following  your  lordship's  directions  for  the 
**  full  discovery  of  this  coast  and  the  rivers  thereof.  Con- 
**  ceming  the  not  making  of  a  voyage  for  your  private 
**  profit,  I  pretend  nothing.  Sorry  I  am,  that  where  I 
**  sought  no  excuse,  by  the  Spaniard''s  being  there,  I  found 
**  my  defect  remediless.  And  for  my  own  part,  I  do  pro- 
**  test,  that  if  the  consideration  of  the  public  good  which 
**  may  ensue  had  not  overpoised  all  other  hopes  and  de- 
^'  sires,  I  would  rather  have  adventured,  by  such  small  and 
^*  weak  means  as  I  had,  to  do  well  with  danger,  than  to  re- 
"  turn  only  with  safety.  Now  although  in  a  cause  not 
doubtful  my  allegation  is  no  way  needful,  yet  because 
the  weightiness  thereof,  and  the  expectation  of  others, 
*^  seems  of  right  to  claim  something  to  be  said  by  me,  whom 
**  your  especial  trust  and  favour  have  credited  and  graced 
**  with  this  employment ;  pardon  it,  I  beseech  your  honour, 
if,  where  my  lamp  had  oil,  it  borrow  light  also,  and  my 
speech,  which  is  altogether  unsavory,  season  itself  with 
some  of  the  leaven  of  your  own  discourse  touching  this 
discovery :  the  particular  relation  of  some  certain  things 
**  I  have  reserved  as  properly  belonging  to  yourself,  who 
"  only,  as  knowing  most,  can  make  best  use  thereof.  So 
much  in  general  is  here  touched,  as  may  serve,  I  hope,  to 
refresh  the  memory  of  this  worthy  enterprise  in  those  it 
may  concern,  and  testify  your  care  and  expense  in  foU 
^*  lowing  the  same ;  that  in  a  second  age  (when  in  time 
"  truth  shall  have  credit,  and  men,  wondering  at  the  riches 
"  and  strength  of  this  place,  which  nature  itself  hath  mar- 
"  vellously  fortified  as  her  chief  treasure-house,  shall  mourn 
*^  and  sigh  to  hold  idle  sickles,  w^hilst  others  reap  and 
gather  in  this  harvest)  it  be  not  said,  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
was,  of  all  men  living  in  his  days,  most  industrious  in 
seeking,  most  fortunate  in  attaining  to  the  fulness  of  an 
inestimable  public  good ;  if,  knowing  that  for  envy  and 
**  private  respects  his  labours  were  lessened,  his  informa- 
^*  tions  mistrusted,  his  proffers  not  regarded,  and  the  due 
^^  honour   of  his    deserts    imparted   to  others ;    if  I    say 
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"  seeing,  knowing,  &nd  bearing  al]  this,  he  with  patience  Hit  pcnt- 

"  had  persisted  in  so  good  a  way  in  d(»ng  bis  princess  andl^^*'' 

"  country  service,  and  bad  but  perfected  his  first  discovery 

"  by  sending  a  ship  or  two  for  that  purpose ;  for  then  surely, 

"  all  lets  and  doubts  being  removed,  and  so  large  a  king- 

"  dom,  so  exceeding  rich,  .so  plentiful  of  all  things  as  this 

"  by  his  discourse  appeared  to  be,  bmng  offered ;  no  de- 

"  vices  and  vun  surmises  could  have  taken  place,  no  illu- 

"  sions  could  have  previuled ;  it  bad  been  blindness  and 

"  dea&ess  in  those,  who,  being  near  her  majesty,  do  spend 

"  their  days  in  serving  the  commonwealth,  not  to  see  and 

"  know  in  so  weighty  a  matter;  it  had  been  malicious  ob> 

*'  stinacy,  impotence  of  mind,  and  more  than  treason  to  the 

'*  commonwealth,  the  matter  standing  only  upon  accept- 

'*  ance,  to  seek  either  to  foreslow  so  fit  an  occasion,  or  for- 

"  sake  so  general  a  blessing :  but  this  if  is  now  cut  off, 

*'  through  a  singular  and  incomparable  temper,  in  over- 

"  coming  evil  with  good"." 

When  Keymis  returned  into  England,  Ralegh,  as  we  ob- 
served, was  abroad,  being  sent  upon  that  enterprise  which 
proved  the  most  victorious  and  renowned  of  any  the  English 
undertook  in  those  days  against  the  Spaniards.  For  the  queen 
having  heard  they  had  received  encouragement  from  Tir- 
Oen,  the  Irish  rebel,to  threaten  her  with  anew  inva^on;  that 
because  she  had  strengthened  their  enemies,  they  would  take 
the  shortest  course,  and  begin  with  England ' ;  therefore 
had  made  great  naval  preparations,  to  which  they  might  not 
be  a  little  emboldened,  both  by  the  death  of  her  two  brave 
old  commanders,  Drake  and  Hawkins,  and  again  by  their 
late  success,  no  further  from  her  own  coasts  than  Calus; 
which  taking  by  storm  under  cardinal  A1t)ert,  archduke  of 
Austria  and  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  the  thunder  of 
the  Spanish  artillery  alarmed  her  majesty^s  ears  in  her  palace 
at  Greenwich.     This  posture  of  affairs  made  the  queen  de- 

■  Sec  a  relation  of  the  aecoiidvoy-  koiibt  sir  Walter    Ral^bi   &c.   in 

■gc  to  GuiaDB,  performed  and  writ-  Hiklujrt,  rol.  3.  M.  6S3. 
ten  in  the  year  1596,  by  Laurence         •  Earlof  Essex's  Apology,  Ihelut 

Keymia,  gear,  and  dedicated  to  the  editioa,  8to.  1719.  p.  10. 
■pprored, right  victorioai,  and  worthy 
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t«rmme,  with  the  advice  of  her  council,  to  use  the  most 
eflPectual  means  for  preventing  the  mischiefs  of  an  assault  by 
taking  the  start  of  them,  and  sending  a  force  sufficient  to 
destroy  the  Spanish  shipping  in  their  own  harbours  Y.  Ac- 
^QT^ngly,  a  powerful  fleet  was  fitted  out  to  the  number  of 
a  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  according  to  Camden  from  Stow, 
and  Speed  from  both.  But  in  the  old  manuscript^list  of 
this  fleet,  which  Camden  followed  as  to  the  number  of  men, 
k  appears  there  were  no  more  than  ninety-six  ships  of  the 
!Eliiglish  navy  2,  which  were  afterwards  joined  by  twenty- 
lour  sail  of  Hollanders,  as  I  gather  out  of  Grotius  and  their 
other  historians.  As  to  the  number  of  men,  the  general 
calculation  at  the  end  of  that  list  aforesaid  was  taken  upon 
crust  by  Camden,  or  he  would  not  have  given  it  us  without 
doubt ;  for  it  neither  does  agree  with  the  erroneous  sums 
under  the  particular  heads  of  ships,  mariners,  captains,  and 
soldiers,  nor  with  the  true  ones  which  have,  since  it  was 
printed,  been  subjoined ;  and  if  it  did,  it  would  not  ^ve  sa- 
tisfaction ;  the  list  itself  bdng  manifestly  defective  in  omit- 
ting the  land-companies  which  went  over  in  the  capital 
ships :  so  that  not  to  be  too  scrutinous,  the  account  which 
will  best  correspond  with  all  variations  is,  that  this  English 
fleet  contained  about  fourteen  thousand  men,  whereof  one 
thousand  were  volunteers.  For  as  yet  the  English  nobles 
and  gentry  had  not  learnt  to  live  lazily  and  loosely  at  home, 
while  their  countrymen  were  fighting  abroad  for  the  safety 
and  glory  of  the  nation  *.  Now  if  to  this  number  of  men 
we  add  also  that  in  the  Dutch  ships,  which  according  to 
their  own  computation  was  near  twenty-six  hundred  men, 
there  might  be  enough  to  leave  the  whole  fleet  furnished 
with  sufficient  hands  to  guard  and  work  it,  and  allow  of  ten 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  men  to  land  upon  the 
Spanish  coast,  as  it  is  proposed  in  the  conclusion  of  the  list 
before  mentioned. 

The  lord-admiral  Howard  and  the  earl  of  Essex  were 


f  CamdcD*A  Aooals,  1596.  >  Lives  Eogliih  and  Foreign,  vol.  1 . 

«  Cott.  lib.  Julias  F.  VI.  fol,  278. 
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joined  in  commisBion  generals  of  this  enterprise;  but  the 
queen,  considering  what  there  might  be  wanting  to  keep  an 
old  head  and  a  young  one,  a  cool  and  a  warm  one,  in  due 
temper  and  harmony,  allotted  them  a  council  of  war  in  these 
words.     "  For  the  better  and  more  orderiy  execution  of 
this  your  commission,  and  of  those  former  articles  coat- 
prised  in  these  our  instructjons,  we  do  ordun,  that  thers 
(^al)  be  two  persons  serving  for  the  seas,  and  two  that  are 
appointed  to  serve  with  the  forces  for  land-serrtce,  to  be 
as  counsellors  to  you  in  our  name,  that  is,  the  lord  Tho^choMDof 
mas  Howard  and  sir  Walter  Rale^,  sir  Franoa  Vere'JJ'^""' 
and  sir  Corners  CliSbrd  ;  and  to  these  four  we  do  add  sir 
George  Carew,  lieutenant  of  our  ordnance,  to  make  the 
nnmber  of  five ;  whom  also  we  charge  by  these  presents, 
that  they  wiU,  as  they  will  answer  before  God,  ^ve  their 
counsels  to  you  both,   without  any  private   respect  to 
dther  of  you,  for  love  or  fear,  in  all  actions  to  be  put  in 
question  or  taken  in  hand ;  and  the  same  dehberately  to 
debate,  as  the  weight  of  the  matter  shall  require,  before 
any  resolution  be  made,  and  before  the  putting  of  tlie 
matter  in  action  i*.^     There  is  further  to  be  understood 
by  those  "  two  persons  serving  for  the  seas,''  that  the  lord 
Thomas  Howard  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh  were  also  coostl* 
tuted  admirals  in  this  expedition.     Hence  was  the  whole  And  ulmi- 
Engli^  fleet  divided  into  four  squadrons,  and  so  it  appears™ ' 
in  the  list  aforeswd,  wherein  we  find  that  which  was  com- 
manded by  Ralegh  consisted  of  twenty-two  ships,  thirteen 
hundred  fifty-two  mariners,  and  eighteen  hundred  seventy- 
five  soldiers.     The  Dutch  squadron  was  commanded  by  the 
admiral  of  Holland,  named  John  Duvenvord,  lord  of  War- 
mondt     How  Essex  relished  the  division  of  authority  may 
be  somewhat  guessed  at  by  the  queen's  answer  to  one  of  hb 
letters,  it  seems,  which  she  thought  very  strange.     "  You 
*'  mention,"  says  she,  "  first  a  danger  to  commit  authority 
"  to  any  other,  because  you  are  referred  to  your  commission 

*  Sm  Uie  qaeeo'a  imtnictioDi  to     anno  ijofi  ;  ROd  Mr.  L«dUnl'*  Nmril 
Ac  gencnJi  in  the  Cotton  library,      ExpcdiOoniln  that  year. 
OthoE-IX.    AUo  Ryoin'*  Pflede™, 
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**  and  instructions  formerly  sent  you,  which  hath  no  power 
^^  of  deputation ;  as  who  should  say,  that  if  you  did  follow 
^^  the  directions  of  our  hand,  our  great  seal  in  this  matter 
"  should  be  brought  to  dispute  the  validity  of  your  war- 
**  rant.*"  A  little  further  it  appears,  that  he  had  been  im- 
patient to  be  gone,  for  fear  he  should  be  detained,  for  the 
queen  had  persuaded  him  to  stay  behind ;  but  not  prevail- 
ing, she  now  gave  him  liberty  to  depart,  and  told  him, 
^  Though  we  meant  to  drive  it  to  the  last  considerations 
**  and  utmost  debates  as  much  as  could  be,  yet  we  com- 
**  pared  times  so  sufficiently,  as  a  prince  who  knows  what 
^^  belongs  to  such  a  matter,  that  nothing  should  be  done  to 
**  retard  you  (being  ready)  one  hour :  for  as  we  know 
'^  Ralegh  not  to  be  arrived,  so  we  know  after  it,  some  time 
^<  to  embark  such  an  army  must  be  required  <^,  But  Ralegh 
joined  the  fleet,  and  the  whole  army  was  embarked  within 
ten  days  after  the  writing  of  this  letter,  for  on  the  first  of 
June  before  mentioned  the  fleet  set  stul  from  Plymouth  ^. 
When  they  came  to  the  north  cape  of  Spain,  they  called  a 
select  council  by  hanging  out  the  flag  of  arms ;  and  then 
had  the  master  and  captain  of  every  ship  his  sealed  instruc- 
tions given  him,  or  letters  of  rendezvous,  which  were  not  to 
be  opened  till  they  were  past  Cape  St.  Vincent,  unless  sepa- 
rated by  bad  weather,  but  to  be  thrown  overboard  in  case 
of  danger  from  the  enemy;  and  by  which  it  appeared  the 
In  the  Toy-  voyage  was  determined  for  Cadiz.     They  had  a  fortunate 

age  to  C»- 

^>''                  *  See  the  qneen's  said  letter,  dated  "  sex  to  give  mc  much  couutenance, 

May  21,  1596.  in  the  volume  of  the  **  and  to  have  me  always  near  him. 

Cotton    library  before    cited;    also  '<  which  drew   upon    me    no   small 

lately  printed  in  Mr.  Lediard's  Na-  "envy;  insomuch  as  some  open  jars 

vml  Expeditions,  fol.  324.  <*  fell  out  between   sir  Walter  Ra- 

*  Sir  Francis  Vere,  who  was  now  *'  legh,  then  rear- admiral  of  tlie  navy, 

marshal  of  the  land  forces,  and  who  **  sir  Coniers  Clifford,  sergeant-ma- 

would  incline  us  to  think  nobody's  **  jor-general  of  the  army,  and  my- 

■ervices,  even  at  sea  in  this  expedi-  **  self;  which  the  general   qualified 

lion,  were  so  considerable  as  his  own,  **  for  the  time,  and  ordered,  that  in 

though  *'  he  was  not  allotted  to  any  **  all  meetings  at  land,  I  should  have 

*'  signal  service,  having  (as  he  owns)  *'  the  precedenceof  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 

**  till  now  been  a  stranger  to  actions  *'  and  hepf  me  at  sea.**  Vere*s  Com- 

"  at  sea,"   sajrs  further,  "  During  mentaries,  fol.  Cambridge,  1657.  p. 

"  this  stay  of  the  army  about  Ply-  30,  and  26.    But  those  jars  could  not 

<«  month,  (which,  by  reason  of  the  spring  from   such  envy  in  Ralegh, 

*<  contrariety  of  winds,  was  near  a  who  never  coveted  that  favour  which 

**  month,)  it  pleased  my  lord  of  Es-  Vore  courted. 
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prepress,  both  as  to  the  wind,  and  the  taking  of  every  ship 
which  could  give  the  enemy  intelligence  of  their  approach. 
On  the  twentieth  of  June  the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  St.  Sebasuans,  short  of  Cadiz  half  a  league.  The 
lord-admiral,  being  careful  of  her  majesty's  ships,  bad  re- 
solved, with  the  earl  of  Essex,  that  the  town  should  be  first 
attempted,  to  the  end  that  both  the  Spuiish  galleons  and 
galleys,  t^^ther  with  the  forts  of  Cadiz,  might  not  all  at 
once  beat  upon  the  English  navy.  Ralegh  was  not  present 
at  this  resolution,  as  himself  has  declared  in  that  account 
of  this  action  which  he  despatched  soon  afler  it  was  over  to 
a  minister  of  state  in  England  ' ;  which  being  the  clearest 
I  have  met  with,  and  easiest  to  be  confirmed,  not  only  by 
the  more  indijTerent  pens  of  forngners,  but  the  most  partial 
ones  of  our  own  country,  those  of  hb  competitors  them* 
selves  for  honour  in  this  engagement  will  here  be  our 
best  guide.  Hence  therefore  we  learn  the  reason  of  K«- 
legh''s  absence  at  that  resolution  of  first  landing  the  army  to 
have  been,  because  he  was  engaged  the  day  before  outward 
on  the  seas  in  stopping  such  Spanish  ships  as  might  pass 
out  from  St.  Lucar  or  Cadiz  along  the  coast '.  When  he 
returned,  two  hours  after  the  rest,  he  found  the  earl  of 
Essex  disembarking  his  soldiers,  having  put  many  compa- 
nies into  boats,  with  intention  to  make  his  descent  on  the 
west  ude  of  Cadiz ;  but  the  billows  were  so  raging,  that  the 
boats  were  ready  to  sink  at  the  stem  of  the  earl,  and  divers 


'  Sir  Wnlter  [Ulegb's  re1*tioa  of  «  further  liindered  b^ii  mist,  inwhich 

the  action  at  Cndii  id  tlie  year  1 596,  "  lliey  escspcd  ;  but  they  were  by 

pnbliahid  bj  Philip  Ralegh,  exj.  bi>  "  Ralegh   hi  oearl;  chued   to  llw 

ooljr  grudioD,  uoong  the  ifeuuiDe  "  land,  that  hii  ovd  abipa  were  in 

remains   at  the  end  of  bd  abrid)[e-  "  dancer  to  hare  run  on  |rrauDd." 

ment  of  air  Wilter'n  History  of  the  See  The  Triumphs  of  Naaaau,  fol. 

World,  8ro.  1700.  161J.  p  iSj'  translated  by  W.  ^ule, 

''  Id  n  foreign  history  we  hare  this  leol.  from  the  French  book,  called, 

circumitance  thns  further  roofirmed  Lea  Laariersde  Naisau  :  on  deactip- 

aDd  enlarged.      ■' Rnlegh   waa  de-  tlonelrepriscDtation  [entailledouce) 

"  opatclwd  berbre  with  certain  shipa  de  toulea  lea  ricloires  gmgaia  par 

"  to  set  apon  wme    great  Tesirls,  les  eatati  sonz  la  coDduite  et  gou- 

"  which,  as  theybeard.  vere  rcadyto  Tememeot    du    priDCC    Maurice   d* 

"aail  out  of  St.  Lucar' s  bay;  but  Naasan,   fbl.   k    LeydcD  ;  par  J«U) 

"  tber  lay  so  near  the  abort  that  he  Jaaotioon  Oilen,  et  HeDi;  de  Hae- 

"  oonld  not  approach  them,  «Dd  wa*  atem,  i6il> 
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were  lost  with  some  armed  soldiers  in  them  ^ ;  but  because 
this  course  had  been  resolved  on,  and  that  doubting  now  in 
the  danger  might  look  like  dreading  of  it,  the  earl  conti> 
ntfed  his  purpose  of  landing,  when  Ralegh  came  aboard  his 
ship,  and,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  colonels,  protested 
agiinst  the  resolution ;  giving  him  many  reasons  and  appa- 
tent  demonstrations,  that,  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  their 
Amies,  themselves,  and  her  majesty ''s  future  safety,  he  was 
mnning  the  way  of  a  general  ruin.  The  earl  excused  him- 
fldf,  and  laid  it  upon  the  lord-admiral,  who  would  not  con- 
sent, he  said,  to  enter  with  the  fleet  till  the  town  was  first 
possessed.  All  the  commanders  and  gentlemen  present  be- 
sought Ralegh  to  dissuade  the  attempt  h,  for  they  all  per- 
ceived the  danger,  and  were  convinced  that  the  greatest 
part  must  perish  ere  they  could  set  foot  on  ground  ;  and  if 
auy  reached  the  shore,  yet  would  they  surely  have  their 
boals  cast  on  their  heads ;  and  twenty  men,  in  such  a  des- 
Dittoidet  perate  descent,  might  defeat  them  all.  The  earl  hereupon 
the  gen«-  pmyed  Ralegh  to  go  and  persuade  the  lord-admiral,  who, 
their  rath  being  also  by  him  made  sensible  that  certain  destruction 
would  be  the  consequence  of  pursuing  the  former  resolu- 
tion, consented  to  enter  the  port.  When  Ralegh  brought 
Essex  the  news  of  this  agreements  and  called  out  of  his 


eonne. 


f  An  autiior  who  was  in  tbe  en- 
gagement, obsenres,  that  in  this  hasty 
attempt  of  the  earl's,  a  barge  was 
sunk,  having  fourscore  soldiers  in 
her,  and  that  eight  of  them  were 
drowned.  Sec  the  Cadis  Voyage  in 
Hakluyt,  and  the  abridgement  in 
Porchas,  vol.  4.  fol.  1929. 

^  Sir  W.  Monson,  who  was  cap- 
Oiin  in  tbe  earl's  ship,  says,  he  also 
dissuaded  him  from  landing.  See- 
Us  Naval  Tracts  in  Charchill*s  C0I- 
lectioa  of  Voyages. 

'  Sir  Francis  Vere,  who  was  a 
commander  of  the  land-forces,  watt 
ooe  of  them  who  was  for  landing  with 
the  earl  at  the  Caletta,  as  plainly  ap- 
pears from  his  own  words ;  and  hav- 
ing no  command  in  the  fleet,  it  is  no 
less  visible  he  envied  those  who  had, 
the  honour  of  a  naval  victory.  For 
bow   maliciously  has    be   disguised 


and  disparaged  this  signnl  sen'ice  of 
Ralegh's !  where  he  shvs,  **  This  day 
**  the  generals  met  not  together,  but 
**  the  lord -admiral  had  most  of  the 
**  sea-officers  aboard  with  him,  and 
*<  the  lord  of  Essex  had  those  for 
**  land-service,  and  sir  Walter  Ra- 
**  legh  was  sent  to  and  fro  betwixt 
'*  them  with  messages;  so  that  in 
*'  the  end,  it  was  resolred  and  agreed 
''  upon  to  put  the  next  tide  into  the 
**  bay."  See  Vere's  Commentaries, 
fo\.  27, 28 ;  but  not  one  word,  who  it 
was  that  dissuaded  them  from  tiicir 
first  rash  attempt,  and  who  brought 
tbem  to  this  agreement ;  when  even 
foreigners  have  given  us  more  of  the 
arguments  wherewith  the  earl  was* 
persuaded  by  Ralegh  alone,  than  Ra- 
legh himself  has  done.  See  The 
Triumphs  of  Nassau,  fol.  187. 
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boat,  Entramot,  attramoi,  as  he  returned  towards  him,  the 

earl  threw  bis  hat  into  the  sea  for  joy,  and  prepared  to 

weigh  anchor.    The  day  was  now  far  spent,  and  it  required 

mueh  time  to  return  the  boats  of  soldiers  to  their  own  ships. 

So  as  that  night  they  could  not  attempt  the  fleet, "  althon^ 

*■  many,  seeming  desperately  valiant,  thought  it  a  fault  of 

"  mine,"  says  Ralegh,  '*  to  delay  it  till  morning  \  though  we 

"  bad  nrather  agreed  in  what  manner  to  fight,  nor  appointed 

"  who  should  lead,  and  who  aeccmd;  whether  by  boarding 

*'  or  otherwise :  nether  could  our  fleet  posnbly  record  all 

"  their  men  in  before  sunset.     But  both  the  generals  bong 

"  pleased  to  hear  me,  aud  many  times  to  be  advised  by  so 

*'  mean  an  understanding,  came  again  to  anchor,  and  in  the 

"  very  mouth  of  the  harbour.     So  that  night,  about  ten 

"  o'clock,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  lord-admiral,  declaring 

"  therein  my  opinion,  how  the  fight  should  be  ordered ;  L*f*  down 

"  persuading  him  to  appoint  to  each  of  the  great  gaJleoos  ||.|,t, 

"  of  Spain  two  great   flyboats  to  board  them,  after  the 

*'  queen's  ships  had  battered  them ;  for  I  knew  that  both 

*'  St.  Philip  and  the  rest  would  bum,  and  not  yield;  and 

"  then  to  lose  so  many  of  the  queen's  ships  for  company 

*'  I  thought  too  dear  a  purchase,  and  what  would  be  termed 

*'  but  a  lamentable  victory."    This  method  bdng  agreedon, 

and  both  the  generals  persuaded  to  lead  the  body  of  the  fleet, 

the  charge  of  the  van  for  putting  it  in  execution,  was,  upon 

Ralegh's  request,  granted  and  assigned  to  him.     The  ship 

himself  was  in,  called  the  Warspite,  was  one  of  the  queen's, 

and  carried  ^xtut  two  hundred  and  ninety  mariners.     The 

rest,  appointed  out  of  her  navy  to  second  him,  were  the 

Mary  Rose,  commanded  by  ur  George  Carew,  the  Li<m  by 

nr  Robert  Southwell,  the  Rainbow  by  air  Francis  Vere,  the 

^  EUltgfa  bimidf  iru  tbe  fint  vbo  rtnil  imd  amoog  the  rocki.    Saa  tbc 

eompbined  of  delay  by  that   ind'u-  Trioiopbi  atNaoau,  la  befjre:   but 

creetatleinptaf  luidiagibolbasuaat  Ralef^bimMirbaagiTCB^baatEeW' 

dK  ilorm  aod  the  eoemy'i  Bhipa.  be-  Kin  for  tbeir  delay  tbia  uigbt,  iriUch 

twcen  tbem  and  tbe  ibore ;  but  dqw  i*.  their  harinff  aa  yet  agreed  oa  do 

dndelay  wat  aeceMltated,  DOt  only  Nbene  or  method  of  eagansHBt ; 

by  Dm  didance  at  tbe  Spaniih  fleet  wUch  mnat  bate  brought  all  la  cm- 

op  Afi  bay,  bat  tbe  danger  of  being  fbeioB. 
benighted,   and   ti»aa   figbtlng  In  a 
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Swiftsuie  Iiy  cuplain  Cross,  the  Dreadiioiiglil  liy  ar  <'o- 
nicrs  ami  Alex.  Clifford,  ilie  Nonpareil  by  Mr.  Robert 
Dudley ;  besides  twelve  Londoners,  and  certain  flyboais  I. 
Thus  the  lord  Thomas  Howard,  because  the  Mer  Honeur, 
which  he  commanded,  was  one  of  the  greatest  ships,  was 
also  left  behind  with  the  generals;  but  being  impatient 
thereof,  he  pressed  them  to  have  the  service  committed  to 
him,  and  to  that  end  exchanged  his  ship  with  Mr.  Dudley. 
Hereupon  Ralegh  observes,  "  For  my  own  part,  as  I  was 
"  willing  to  give  honour  to  my  lord  Thomas,  having  both 
"  precedency  in  the  army,  and  l>eing  a  nobleman  whom  I 
"  much  honoured ;  so  I  was  yet  resolved  to  give,  and  not 
"  to  take  example  for  tliis  service,  holding  my  own  reputa- 
"  tion  dearest."  Therefore  with  the  first  peep  of  day  he 
weighed  anchor,  taking  the  start  of  all  others  a  good  dis- 
tance"', and  bear  wiili  the  enemy,  who  was  in  the  following 
M  disposition  to  receive  him. 

Under  the  walls  of  Cadiz  were  ranged  seventeen  galleys, 

which  lay  with  their  prows  to  flank  his  entrance.     There 

was  also  a  fort  called  Philip,  which  beat  into  and  ctwi- 

Dianded  the  harbour,  besides-  the  ordnance,  which  lay  all 

along  the  curtain  upon  the  wall  towards  the  scu,  and  divers 

I  Other  pieces  of  culverin  which  scoured  the  channel.     Not- 

L  withstanding,  as  soon   as  the  enemy  perceived  an  English 

I  admiral  under  sail  approaching,  several   of  their  galleons 

t  Uid  other  ships  of  war,  with  forty  great  vessels  besides, 

I  bound  for  Mexico  and  other  parts,  also  set  sail.     Of  all 

I  which,  the  Sl  Philip,  Matthew,   Andrew,  and   Thomas, 


'  The  TriumpliB  of  Nimbu  baiinjc 
Milui,  ihitt  every  commntiilerBtnTril 
to  hnve  the  (unguard,  fartber  add, 
"  Tbe  council,  molriug  not  to  Im- 
"  urd  tbe  qoeea'a  ^reat  ships  liut 
■■  apaa  Brgent  neceintr.  Ibouglit  Gl 
■•  that  KIT  Walirr  Ralegb,  with  eight 
"  of  tbe  queea'i  leuer  nhipa,  (in- 
[  **  ilud  of  lereD,)  rix  HollRtiden, 
**  ud  Ittrlre  EDgliib  merchantiiica, 
"  thoaldhnvelbevsrigUHrd."  (ol  ig;. 
The  reuon  wbjr  Ridech  mnntionrd  Dot 
Itie  UoUimden,  ntid  the  EuglUh  mer- 
dimli  bat  aligbtly,  i>,  Iwuuk  Uicy 


were  made  little  uw  of. 

*  llw  Triuniphi  of  NiuKan  nb- 
Krve,  "  Theresolutiotiof  giving Ra- 
"  legh  Ibe  van  being  oppugn^  by 
"  tbe  lord  Tbomai  Howard,  who 
"  Hiid  tlisl  booour  belonged  to  him. 
"  (aatire-adoiiral,)  it  waiconrEnded 
"  that  both  of  lUem  ihoDld  go  logc- 
**  tbcr ;  but  Kalegh,  as  KMn  aa  il 
"  w»»day.  lo  low  no  lime  inweigh- 
"Ing  BDchnr.  Icl  slip,  imd  tbcrehj' 
•■  bad  ihr  utvanutgeof  BailiuKfiral." 

foi.  ise. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  24S 

being  four  of  the  cajHtal  galleoos  of  Spfun,  came  agun  to 
anchor  under  the  fort  of  Funtal,  in  a  strait  of  the  harbour 
which  leads  over  to  Pu«to  Real.  On  the  starboard  ade  cS 
them  they^  placed  three  frigates  of  war ;  at  thar  back,  two 
great  galleons  of  Lisbon,  bendes  two  well  furnished  argo- 
nea;  and  the  seventeen  galleys  by  three  and  three,  were  to 
interlace  them  as  occasion  should  be  offered.  The  admiral, 
vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  of  New  Spain,  with  the  body 
<^  the  fieet",  were  ranged  behind  them  towards  Puoto 
Real,  hoping  with  this  great  strength  to  defend  the  en- 
trance, the  place  bdng  no  broader  frran  pcnnt  to  point,  than 
that  ihar  line  did  in  effect  stretch  over  the  strait  as  a 
bridge,  and  had  besides  the  fort  of  Puntal  for  theb  guard. 
Ralegh,  as  aforesaid,  advancing  in  the  van,  was  6rst 
saluted  by  fort  PhiUp  ■>,  next  by  the  cannon  on  the  curtain, 
and,  lastly,  in  good  order  by  the  seventeen  galleys  which  Uy 

■  Tbc  numbf  r  of  ihip*  id  the  buy  fnl.  1919  ;  ao  he  mealioiii  no  mcr- 

at  CHdii  ii   not  to   exactly  agrred  cbaalmen.   But  uotberbMlumeii- 

upou  at  tLeir  HtuatloD,  b;  aumr  who  tioaed  Gfty-KTeii  gmt  ihips,  butdei 

WW  tbem.which  Ralegh  baa  dewrihed  twenty  gaflnt  and  afinrolher  ToaeU 

the  beat  of  any,  becBiw:  aooie  take  oft»r,  dutlnEUiabei  bIh>  ■  fleet  of 
more  notice,  lODieleu,  oftbe  Span-   .  Ihirtf-fiTO  wil  richly  ladea  for  the 

lib  mcrehaDlmea.  Sir  Fnodi  Vere  Weit  ludiei,  with  aa  much  wine,  oil, 

only  laya,  "  In  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  lace,  cloth  of  gold,  and  other  pn- 

*'  thvart  the  rocks  called  Lot  Puer-  cious    merchandiie,   u   wu  worth 

"  coi,   there  lay  to  our  judgnieut  eleven  or  twelre  milUoni  of  ducitt. 

"  toTtf  or  fifty  tall    thips,  wherrof  Tnumphi  of  Niigaiu,  fol.  1S6.     Thli 

"were  four  of  the  king'ii  grealett  waa  the  Beet  abore  mentioiiedln  El>- 

"  and  warlikeet   fralleoua,  eighteen  legfa'aaccouol,  and  oeir  the  number, 

"  merchaat  ifalpa  of  the  Wett  Indian  bound  for  Mexico. 
"  fleet,    outward  bound    and    richly  •  Sir  Walter   Ralegh   afterwarda, 

"  laden,  the  real  prirate  merchanti."  eiempli^og  how   little   a    reaolutc 

Comment,  fol.  17.    So  that  he  aaw  and  experienced  man  of  war  will  fear 

but  four  men  of  war.    Aootber  who  to  paaa  by  the  beat  appointed  fort  of 

wa*  there,  taya,  "  Between  fire  and  Europe,  with  the  help  of  a  good  Ude 

"  iii  o'cJodc  in  the  momiag  onr  and  a  leading  gale  of  wind;  and 

"  ibipa,  with  all  apeed,  courage,  and  bow  hard  a  matter  it  i>  to  atop   a 

"alacrity,    aet    upon    the    Spaniih  good  abip  witbont  another  aa  good  to 

'*  abipa  Iben  under  lul,  and  making  encounter  it,  aaya,   "  The  fi>rt  St. 

"  up  the  bay  of  Cadiz  towards  Pu-  "  Philip  terrified  not  os  in  tbe  yew 

"  ente  d*  Snaio,  being  in  number  "  1596,  wlico  we  entered  tbe  port  of 

"  fifty- nine    tall    ships,   with  nine-  "Cidii;  neither  did  thefort  at  Pon- 

"  leen  or   twenty  giUeya  attending  "  Ul,  wheu  we  were  entered,  beat  oi 

"  on  tbam,  sorted  in  auch  good  or-  '*  from  our  anchoring  by  it ;   though 

*'  der   and   reasonable   diatance   aa  "  it  played  upon  u>  with  four  demU 

"  migfat  ttill  annoy  ua,  asd  relieve  "  cannona  witbin   pointblank,  fram 

"  tbemaelree  interchsngeably."  Vid.  "  aix  in  the  morning  till  twelve  at 

tbeCadii   Voyage  in    Haklnyt,  and  "noon."    Hrit.  of  tbe  World,  lib.  j. 

the  Abridgement  in  Pnrcbas,  Tot.  4.  cap.  1.  aecL  10. 
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near  the  town,  wiili  all  iheir  prows  brnt  against  hiiii  as  lie 
entered.     Ralpgli  answered  the  firing  of  their  onlnance  wiUi 
a  fioiinBh  of  his  trumpets,  and  stilt  kept  driving  forwards 
that  be  might  draw  up  a  sufticieiicy  of  t)ie  EngliEh  fleet  into 
play,  and  to  engage  iliose  he  passed  by,  while  he  was  in  ac- 
I  tion  upon  the  body  of  the  enemy  P.     Aceordingly  the  ships 
L  ihat  fnUowed  beat  upon  the  galleys  so  thick,  that  ihey  soon 
\  betook  them  to  their  oars,  and  got  up  to  join  with  tlie  gaU 
[  leons  in  the  strait,  as  aforesaid  s ;  then,  as  they  were  driven 
to  pass  near  him,  he  bestowed  his  benediction  from  several 
broadsides  among  ihem,  but  piied  St.  Philip,  the  great  and 
famous  admiral  of  Spain,  most  constantly,  as  being  most 
worthy  of  hiu  fire,  accounting  the  galleys  but  as  wasps  in 
regard  of  that  sea-monster;  and  being  now  resolved  to  re- 
pay the  enemy's  former  treatment  of  the  Revenge,  or  to 
second  her  loss  with  his  own  life,  he  came  to  anchor  by  the 
,  great  galleons,  whereof  the  Philip  and  the  Andrew  were  the 
two  which  twarded  thai  brave  English  ship.     Here  he  fell 


r  Ttie  Triumpba  of  Nbsmu  sayii, 
"  The  Spnniili  galleys  itiKlwrged  all 
"  thnrordniiiMnpou  Ralegh;  buttc 
"  mule  uot  one  ahol,  leaving  it  to 
"  thoMi  tbflt  rollowed  him,  and  >o 
"  went  dirertlylowarHi  tlie  galleon «, 
**  vliich  lay  in  the  deepest  pari  of  the 
"  fii-er,  BUd  wilb  two  olher  verj-  great 
"  «bip«  took  lip  (he  wbole  breullh  of 

'  Sir  Wiliiam  Moninn,  dearriblng 
llie  tituatioD  of  Ibe  enemy,  or  man- 
Brr  of  riding  in  tlieii  hnrbour  at  hii 
Bnt  ■iRhl  of  them,  agrcca  very  welt 
I  vlUi  t&t  part  of  Ralcgh'a  account, 
where  he  sny*.  &e  Uiur  galleon  • 
tingled  IheniM'lvri  froia  out  of  the 
fleet  lu  guanlH  of  tbeir  mrrchault, 
irbe  gnlleyi  vera  plnced  to  t)«nk  us 
f'-wift  their  prowi  »l  our  entry;  but, 
,  'Wticn  tbcy  m>  dot  iipproacb  ibe  next 
niorainH,  tbe  merrbanti  run  up  the 
riTer,  the  men  uf  war  to  Port  Koynl, 
mud  brought  Ihemselin  into  a  good 
order  of  fight,  mooring  their  shipa 
ahead  and  Klrra  (o  hate  tbeir  broad- 
rides  upon  IIS.  The  gnllris  Ibrn  be 
took  Ibemtclvet  to  tbr  guard  of  Ihi' 
tnvu,  wbirh  we  put  tlwni  ffum  br- 
fbrc  we  atleiupted  the  ship*.    Sec 


bi>  Naral  Trarts.  Bill  Vere  take* 
this  senile  entirely  to  himself,  in 
dime  words  :  "  Ai>  iIk  Spanish  ships 
"  liKMcd  from  tbeir  anchori  and  made 
'■  from  111,  liieir  xslleya,  ureatecD 
"  in  number,  iiuder  the  favour  of  the 
"  town,  made  towards  u>,  ranged  in 
"  good  order.  My  ship  Mat  ftoaty, 
"  and  ilored  with  good  ordnanre, 
**  irhicb  inade  me  bailen  towaids 
"  thrm  without  ttuying  for  anycDin- 
■•  pany,  &c.  So  as  J  e ntewd  fighl 
"  villi  them  alone,  and  so  galled 
"  them  with  my  orduance,  that  diev 
"  gave  hark,  keeping  still  in  order 
"  and  fight  with  me,  Ilc.  At  lail," 
SBVB  be,  "  1  put  tliem  from  nnder 
"  Ilie  town,  and  took  certain  >hip*, 
"  whirli  rade  there  Bl  anchor  for- 
'-  taken  of  Iheir  men.  and  followed, 
"  continuiDg  in  6|tht,  till  iLey  came 
■'  uudeiihe  fort  of  tlie  PantaLwhen 
"  tbwart  the  bottom  of  tlie  bay  lay 
"  ibeir  four  great  nhipi  wilb-  a  di*- 
"  tsDce  between  iheoi ;  and,  apread- 
"  ing  the  breadth  of  the  cfaiiancl, 
■       '  ■     of  onlna 


fol.  J 


r  lleit  " 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  aiS 

to  balteiing  of  them  very  briskly,  ezpectiDg  after  a  while 
the  flyboats  to  come  up,  that  he  might  board  and  take 
th«n.  And  now  began  the  engagement  to  be  very  despe- 
rate. The  lord  Thomas  came  to  anchor  on  one  side  of 
him,  though  pretty  much  behmd ',  with  ur  Robert  South- 
well ;  nr  George  Carew,  and  the  Cliffords  on  the  other;  and 
m  Francis  Vere  was  towards  the  ade  of  PuntaL  At  last 
the  thunder  of  the  ordnance  grew  so  great  about  ten  o^clock 
in  the  morning,  that  Essex,  impatient  to  abide  far  off*, 
thrust  up  through  the  fleet,  beading  ^l  those  on  the  left 
hand,  and  on  that  side  anchored  next  to  Ralegh ;  afterwards 
came  in  captain  Cross,  as  near  as  he  could ;  but  Ralegh,  to 
his  great  honour,  held  always  ungle  in  the  head  of  all*. 
Now  after  they  had  beat,  as  at  two  butts,  one  upon  another  A  ibarp  «a- 
almost  three  hours,  so  that  the  volleys  of  cannon  and  cul-'*'*'"'' 
verin  came  as  thick  as  if  it  had  been  a  skirmish  of  mus- 
keteers, till  Ralegh's  ship  was  in  danger  of  nnking  in  the 
place,  he  made  away  to  Essex  in  his  skiff,  to  deure  that  he 
would  enforce  the  promised  flyboats  to  come  up,  that  he 
might  board ;  for,  as  he  rid,  he  could  not  long  endure  so 
great  a  battery.  Essex  was  then  coming  up  himself,  to 
whom  Ralegh  declared,  **  That  if  the  flyboats  came  not,  he 
"  would  boord  in  the  queen's  ship ;  for  it  was  the  same  loss 

'  TboDitb    thU    pwiage    of    lord  "  ibipl  u  Dear  tbe  gillconi  u  po«- 

Tbonuu'i  beiDg  doit  far  behiod  u  **  rible,  diicharging  all   their  ord' 

DM  nMatiDned  b;  Ralegh  in  tbe  let-  "  nai]ca,andfigliEiugfraB)  ^t  o'clock 

ICT  be  then  wrotr  of  tbe  Cadii  ac-  "  In  tbe  moroiDgtill  noon,*'  Ralegh 

tinn,  wbich  we  here  chiefly  fbllow  j  baa  iniiteti  with  hiipendl,  Wait  Mm 

]r«t  I  bare  it  from  hii  own    hand,  arriirt.     Thia   cntiocit]'  b  fn    tho 

writing,  in  the  printed  book  called  poaseaiioii  of  Tbomaa  Briao,  eiq.  of 

Lea  Laarien  de  Nassau,  before  mea-  tbe  InDcr  Temple,  wbo  baa  faroored 

tioned,  a  copy  of  vhich  hiitory  fall-  me  with  tbe  nae  of  tboae  notes,  die 

lug  into  his  bands  Kwn  after  it  wm  better  to  lUiutrate  tbit  part  of  tfadr 

published,  sir  Waller  Ralegh  baa,  in  antbor'a  stor^. 

tbe  language    ll   Is  writ  in,  made  '  Hence  nugiit  it  be,  Oat  Ralph's 

abort  Dotea  with  a  hiack'lead  pencil  ship  lost  most  men,  and  yet  very 

tboofbout  this  whole  action,  where  ttw,  in  comparison  of  the  Inigtb  and 

UcMdf  ia  mentioned ;  wbich  are  not  beu  of  tbe  engagement ;  and  alto 

onlr  atill  legible,  bnt  deroonitrabls  might  be  one  of  tboee  wbich  vaa 

to  be  hi*  own  writing,  botii  from  tbe  shot  throngh  two  and  twcn^  dmes, 

aenaa  and  form  of  tbe  characters,    [n  bIdm  itoiw  aeeni*  to  have  be«a  lo 

tibe  margin  of  tUa  oopr  agalnit  Oe  macb  disabled,  ■«  tnay  •ppcar  •  Rtllt 

wmds  that  aigni^,  ■■  &e  lord  Tbo-  fiirfter.    Vide  Abrid^ntMnt  of  Hak- 

"masU^ra  omm  up  to  nr  Waller  tnjl  in  Parchaa,  toI.  4- bl- 'KJO- 
."  lUlegh  >iA  ita  irf  tbe   qneea's 
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'  U)  burn  or  sink,  and  one  he  must  endure."  Then  the  earl 
'  promised  him,  "  That  whatever  he  attempted  he  would 
"  second  him  in  person,  upon  honour."  In  tlie  mean  while 
the  lord-admiral  Howard,  lieing  also  at  lirst  disposed  to  ad- 
vsuce,  but  the  river  was  so  choked  that  he  could  not  pass  in 
,  the  Ark,  came  with  the  lord  Thomas  in  the  Nonpareil ;  and 
while  Ralegh  was  speaking  to  Essex,  "  the  marshal,  (Vere) 
"  who  thought  it  some  touch,"  says  Ralegh^  "  to  his  great 
*'  esteemed  valour  to  ride  behind  me  so  many  hours,  got  up 
"  ahead  of  my  ship ;  which  lord  Thomas  perceiving,  headed 
"  him  again,  myself  being  hut  a  quarter  of  an  hour  absent. 
**  At  my  return,  finding  myself  from  being  the  first  to  be 
"  but  the  third,  I  presently  let  slip  anchor,  and  thrusting 
*'  in  between  the  lord  Thomas  and  the  marshal,  went  fur- 
"  iher  ahead  than  all  of  them  before,  and  thrust  myself 
"  athwart  the  channel,  so  as  1  was  sure  none  should  outstart 
*'  me  again  for  that  day."  Essex,  thinking  his  ship  stronger 
Ulan  the  rest,  thrust  Clifibrd''s  aside,  and  still  got  next  to 
Ralegh,  on  the  left  hand,  ahead  of  all  that  rank,  but  lord 
Thomas ;  while  Verc  secretly  fastened  a  rope  on  Ralegh's 
ship-side  towards  him,  and  drew  himself  up  equal  with  him; 
but  some  of  hia  company  advertising  him  thereof,  he  caused 
it  to  be  cut  asunder:  so  Vere  fell  back  into  his  place,  whom 
Ralegh  guarded,  all  hut  his  prow,  from  the  sight  of  the 
enemy '. 

But  now  Ralegh  having  no  hopes  of  his  flyboats,  and 
I  ^!»sex  with  the  lord  Thomas  having  promised  to  second 
L  1dm  ",  he  l^d  out  a  warp  by  the  side  of  the  PhUip  to  close. 


■  Thli  contention  of  lir  Fraods 
I  Tere'ifbrpreredt'DeyBgaia.  hcowDi 
I  In  Uirse  vorda  ;  "  Sir  Wsltcr  Ra- 
'"  Icfb,  very  liltte  ahoul  oF  mt,  cant 
"  hit  mdior.  as  diti  aIso  Uic  gene- 
"  nils,  Bod  M  innaf  of  itie  fl»t  u 
"  the  cliBDoel  would  brar ;  >u  as  the 
"  (booting  of  ordaaucc  w«s  preiil, 
"  Rud  tbey  held  ua  good  (hUi,  by 
■■  reawjQ  their  ibipi  lay  tbwul  with 
"  their  broidudes  tawvdi  lu,  and 
"  mo*l  of  us  right  alwsd,  that  we 
"  coutd  use  bnt  our  chastDfr-piecn. 
"  I  tent  my  bont  aboard  air  Waller 


"  Ralefb  to  faatfn  an  bnlinrtn  wiad 
"  up  my  thip,  nbicb  wa>  looi*d  won 
'■  after  my  boat  was  put  off,"  Vere'* 
Commcut.  fol.31. 

•  The  Tnurapbs  of  Nauan  (Mm 
Co  riplaiu  the  reaton  of  the  flyboat* 
□Ot  coming  up,  wberc  we  find  Ifaoae 
of  I.ubecliand  Dnntilck  fell  iolo  con- 
test with  tbe  EngliBh  ones  tbouX  that 
serrice.  Afterwbich,thcroiDinaader* 
being  iboard  the  |euenil,  they  i«- 
solvnl  to  anail  the  gallfons.  cont- 

Howard'. 
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the  wind  bindering  him  otherwise  to  board  her;  and  when 
the  admiral  thereof,  with  the  ctNnmanden  of  the  other  three 
wooden  apostles,  found  that  Essex  and  the  lord  Thomas 
began  to  do  the  like,  they  all  slipped  anchor,  and  nui 
aground ;  heaps  of  soldiers  and  mariners  tumbling  into  the 
sea  like  coals  out  of  a  sack,  says  Ralegh,  into  maaj  ports 
at  once;  some  drowning,  some  sucking  in  the  mud.  Qe'l*"^- 
also  tells  us,  the  Philip  thereupon  burnt  herself;  andimwdd 
another  author  more  parucularly  in  these  words :  "  As  Ra-  ■'"T*** 
"  legb  thought  to  have  boarded  the  great  galleon  St.  Philip, 
"  a  negro  gave  fire  to  the  powder,  and  esciqied  by  swim- 
«  ming ;  it  gave  so  great  a  crack,  that  the  mast  was  blown  up 
"  into  the  ur,  as  if  it  had  been  an  arrow.  A  pinnace  that 
"  lay  near  it  was  burnt,  but  the  men  escaped  in  boats. 
"  The  other  galleon,  called  St.  Thomas,  was  likewise  blown 
"  up,  but  did  no  harm  to  the  English.'"  He  also  mentions 
"  two  eaaterlings  which  nm  ashore,  and  were  burnt;  but*" 
says  he,  "  the  St  Matthew  and  St.  Andrew,  of  ten  or  twelve 
"  hundred  ton  apiece,  were  saved  from  running  aground, 
"  and  carried  away '."  However,  he  does  not  inform  us 
particularly  by  whom ;  and  others  seem  to  have  done  Ra- 
legh more  wrong,  in  nominating  other  persons,  and  omitting 
him  in  the  performance;  since  it  appears  under  his  own 
handwriting  that  "  he  took  them  both  himself  y."  And  this  AoJt*'"'' 
agrees  with  the  manner  his  letter  of  this  action  in  print  has 
expressed  it,  where  he  says,  "  those  galleons  were  recovered 
*'  with  our  boats  ere  they  could  get  out  to  fire  them,"  Here 
he  observes  upon  the  enemies  running  to  the  shmres,  and 
thus  firing  their  ships,  that  the  spectacle  was  very  lamentable 
on  th^  side;  for  many  drowned  themselves;  many  half 


baaiD.    See  (ol.  iSS.    AgaiuM  which  mft,  the  lord  Thomu  promiMd  to 

Uat  Miertiog  Riilqh,  ig  that  which  KCaBdhim. 

WW  Ui  OWD   Freoch  copy  of  thii  ■  Trionipb*  of  Nuud,  fol.  iRq. 

book,  hu  wriUen  ^  nwy  tenl:   u  r  « J'sy  prii  toot  deai,"  uc  Ra- 

mach  u  to  uj,  that  dnperale  charge  legfa'i  own  words  in  Uw  margin  of  Ua 

waa  canmiUed  to  him  alone.     Mr.  Laoricn  de  Nanaa,  cren  viOi  that 

Briao'i  c(W  of    Lea    Lauriert  de  period  which  eipreaae*  the  taking  of 

Naaaia,  p.  ij8.    And  as  mnch  it  tbew  two  gallcooa,  bat  Dot  be  per- 

inpliad  above,  in  the  test,  from  Ra-  aon  who  took  Ibem. 

M0OSBl,WUch 
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burnt,  leaped  inio  ihe  water;  very  many,  hanging  at  the 
ropes'  ends  by  the  ship's  side  under  the  water,  even  to  the 
lips;  many  swimming  with  grievous  wounds,  till  struck 
'  under  water,  and  put  out  of  their  pain ;  and  withal  such 
I  lluge  fires,  and  sucli  tearing  of  the  ordnance,  in  the  great 
Philip  and  the  rest,  when  the  flames  came  to  them,  that 
Ralegh  thought  there  was  here  to  be  seen  the  moat  lively 
figure  of  hell  itself. 

Thus  the  ^-ictory  was  obuined  by  »ea,  and  the  buy  re- 
signed by  two,  some  say,  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  *; 
ibotigh  no  more  of  the  English  were  constantly  and  closely 
engaged  than  the  ships  and  commanders  before  mentioned, 
■gainst  the  six  great  galleons,  seienteeu  galleys,  with  the 
fleet  of  New  Spain,  argosies,  and  frigaies,  to  the  nunilier  of 
fifty-five  or  fifty-seven,  as  Balegh  himself  reckons  them  ; 
besides  the  fort  of  Puntal  playing  upon  them  all  the  while. 
After  the  victory,  "  ourselves  sjMired  the  lives  of  all,"*  says 
Ralegh  ;  "  but  the  Flemings,  who  did  little  or  nothing  in 
"  the  fight,  used  merciless  slaughter ;  till  they  were  by  my- 
"  self,  and  afterwards  by  my  lord-admirnl,  beaten  tiff"." 

Then  did  they  hasten  to  land  the  army,  and  attempt  the 
town  ^ ;  in  which  there  were  of  all  sorts  about  five  thousand 


•  I  meet  with  no  %ntiior  l>ul  sir 
Willintn  Modhid,  who  prnlougt  (L# 
victory  bj'  Ma  to  four  o'clock. 

•  Au  author,  who  wa«  prueat  nl 
fluB  tictory,  ipirakiDi;  of  tlie  procla- 
■utiOD  thiit  oa*  puhlitbed  bj  the  ft- 
iVcia1>  aod  coundl,  to  prcTeni  all 
fiirtber  hlooitthed  after  Ih«  snrrepder 
by  the  SpaniRrdi,  sajs,  This  ho- 
BODrable  aod  mFrciful  ol'trt  irai,  I 
Uti  HicE.  strictly  and  rpKgionaiy  ob- 
Mtrved  by  the  Kugliih;  liul  bow  well 
it  wm  k.-i)l  by  (br  Dutch,  I  will 
oeilber  afflrin  nor  yet  deny  i  far  I 
|wrci!iT<^bflwnrn  tbrm  and  llic  Spaa- 
lirdi  llicrc  is  bd  implacable  heart- 
fcttrnlDg,  Aad  Uierefore.  m  soon  tr 
6k  Dutch  Hiundran  ww  opied  id 
the  G|Cbl.  imiDrdUlely  both  they  of 
Blftillv,  }ll.Lucar,  and  other  places, 
dkl  net  ouly  aiTCil  all  turh  Dutch 
abips  aa  dealt  otth  them  friendly  bv 
Uie  way  of  traffic  aod  merrhaoditr, 
add  lonflwflte  tbeir  goodi,  but  iin- 


pri«ncd  the  uicrchaola  atiH  oiriicn 
of  ilie  "Broci  auil,  by  tppi)n,  treated 
many  of  them  willi  ettrerae  cruelty. 
Vide  Hakluyt  and  Purchas,  ToL  4. 
(61,  rgii. 

^  Cadiz  waa  a  large  and  IteaatiAil 
cily,  und  Iwing  the  chief  a«  of  the 
birliop  hnd  a  ^ood  cathedral  chnrcb, 
abtwy,  nunnery,  suit  fine  college  irf 
JciuiMi  Iras  ttroDg-ly  sitnated  both 
by  nntiire  and  art ;  tlie  building*  of 
hard  tlouc,  all  flat  roofed,  after  Ibe 
I'ufkiih  nianucr  ;  10  that  hariug 
lodged  liCBji*  of  great  tlonei  on  tb* 
tops  of  (lieir  houiei,  every 


llaugerl 


ilbe 


tmvts.  which  were  rery  namnr,  per- 
liapi  la  avoid  Ibc  great  beat.  Alt 
the  hoiiao  had  fair  window-fraine*, 
■Dd  Urge  folding  abutten  ;  bnt  were 
barred  with  iron,  and  none  glaial, 
ciccpl  Ibe  cburcbes.  Tliey  had  (ew 
cbimupyi,  but  in  tome  lower  out- 
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foot,  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers  in  pay,  and  about 
eight  hundred  horse  S  of  the  gentry  and  cavaliers  of  Xttea 
gathered  tt^ether  upon  the  discovery  of  the  English  fleet 
two  days  before,  as  they  lay  becalmed  off  Cape  St.  Mary. 
The  horsemen  sallied  out  to  r&aat  their  landing,  but  were 
so  vigorously  assuled  and  overpowered  by  the  EngUsh, 
that  the  greatest  part  made  away  to  the  bridge  which  leads 
to  the  main,  called  Puente  de  Sua^o;  the  rest  retreated  to 
the  town,  ^nd  were  so  eagerly  pursued,  that  they  were 
driven  to  forsake  their  horaes  at  the  gate,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants durst  not  open  to  admit  them ;  so  that  they  were 
forced  to  leap  down  an  old  wall  into  the  suburbs,  which  the 
English  vanguard,  close  at  their  heels,  perceiving,  with  Eft- 
sex  at  their  head,  followed  them  ;  and  so  the  town  was  car-  . 
ried  with  a  sudden  fury<l,  in  a  short  space  of  time%  and 
with  very  little  loss^  Ralegh,  though  he  had  received  a 
grievous  wound  in  hb  leg,  being  much  torn  and  deformed  woanM. 


to  be  more  careful  uf  keeping  them- 
•elrea  ln>m  rautiDg,  Uiau  to  have 
macb  of  viy  thin|r  rontted.  Abridge- 
ment of  tbeCiulii  Vofigcia  Puiftiai, 
vol.  4-  fbl.  1931. 

'  Pnrcbu  hIw  adds,  tht^  lowD  fasd 
■bore  hnir  tboaumd  fighting  men, 
■nd  >ii  hundred  bor«e,  well  furniafa- 
fd,  DO  doubt;  an  maay  abips  being 
alwayi  it  hand,  and  lo  well  ilored 
with  ammuDition.  Another  anlbor 
irrilci,  the  number  of  men  and 
women  might  be  eight  or  nine  tboa- 
•and.  Triaiiipha  of  Nauau,  fal.  191. 

*  Vere'i  CoTDTDentarieB,  fol,  39. 

*  Before  eight  o'clock  that  aif^t 
the  Eogliah  were  masters  of  the 
market-place,  forta,  town,  and  all 
but  the  caitlc,  which  held  out  till 
break  of  day.  Thai  was  thia  notable 
Ticlorj',  u  well  by  Ka  ai  laud,  both 
begun,  and  in  effect  performed  with- 
in the  compaai  of  fourteen  houra. 
Pnrcbaa,  a*  before,  fol.  1931,  1931. 

'  Eu  all  the  terrible  fight  by  sea, 
not  much  tbore  one  bnudred  Englisb- 
mru  were  (lain  and  hart ;  one  pia- 
DU«  of  ilr  R-SoDthwell'i  fired,  with 
the  Philip  afbreaahl,  Hud  one  Flemish 
flyboat,  with  ■  hundred  men,  blown 
up  by  her  own  powder,  as  Purchu 


obserrea.  By  laud,  sir  Walter  R^ 
legh  meotiona  sir  John  Wingfield, 
who  was  slain  in  the  markel-p!nc«, 
sir  Edward  WiugBeld,  captain  But- 
nol,  and  captain  Metiicrke,  as  tba 
Dutch  historians  call  him.  TbcM 
two  last  were  knighted  with  sir  Ar- 
thur Savage  the  list  or  iid  of  Jnue, 
by  the  earl  of  Essei,  who  the  Sunday 
followiug  ver^  royally  bestowed  OiB 
like  honour  upon  at  least  threescore 
more,  most  of  them  his  friends  and 
followers,  and  many,  mere  creatnre* 
(□d  flatterers.  The  earl  thought  be 
ahould  slreogthen  his  party  and  in- 
terest thereby,  and  baa  warmly  jus- 
tified himself  in  his  Apology  for  ilww- 
ing  them  that  diitiuction  ;  but  it 
weakened  Um  in  the  queen's  opiniOD 
to  see  him  ape  her  prerogative,  or 
play  king  Robert  so  eitravagantly. 
And  what  may  we  think  abr  said  of 
thii  Domber  ?  when  for  his  bsviuy 
before  made  twenty-four  kDights  at 
the  sDccour  of  Rboaa,  none  of  whom 
were  in  meaner  circiimstaneea  than 
maoy  of  these,  the  queen  said, 
"  My  lord  might  bare  done  well  to 
"  have  built  his  almihouae  before  he 
"  made  bii  knigfati."  U>rd  Bacon's 
Apopbtiiegma,  p.  17. 


950 


THE  LIFE  OF 


with'a  splinter-ehul  in  the  fighl;  yet,  willing  to  encourage 
.  the  army  with  his  presence,  and  desirouB  of  seeing  the  ac- 
tions and  dispositions  of  tlie  enemy,  he  was  carried  ashore 
1  im  the  shoulders  of  his  men,  where  the  lord-admiral,  out  of 
I  his  care  and  regard,  sent  him  one  of  his  horses;  but  his 
I  own  bcuig  recovered  in  due  time,  was  made  ready  for  him. 
I  The  torment  he  endured,  and  tlie  fear  he  was  continually 
I  of  being  sliouldercd  by  the  tumultuous  soldiers,  aban- 
I  doned  to  spoil  and  rapine,  without  any  respect  of  persons, 
[  made  him  unable  to  abide  above  an  hour  in  the  townC. 
I  The  same  night  therefore  he  returned,  chiefly  because  there 
<  no  adnurat  on  board  U>  order  the  fleet,  or  indeed  few 
I  nariners  left  in    the  navy ;  "  all,"  to  use  his  own  words, 
I  **  running  headlong  to  the  sack  C  and  also  because  he  was 
I  fit  for  nothing  but  rest  and  retirement  at  that  time :  other- 
l  «ise  he  might,  like  the  rest  of  the  commanders,  have  re- 
I  'Warded  himself  fur  his  services.     But  leaving  them  in  safe 
1  possession  at  his  departure,  they  promised  to  preserve  for 
[  faim  his  share  of  the  booty,  and  to  give  him  a  good  quarter 
[  of  the  town ;  of  which,  as  we  have  it  under  his  own  hand, 
I  they  defrauded  him  ^,     He  had  dedred  the  consent  of  the 
geneials,  that  he  might  go  and  secure  or  destroy  the  Indian 
fleet,  which  was  said  to  be  worth  twelve  millions,  and  lay 
in  Puerto  Real  road ;  but  they  desired  to  consider  on  it  till 
next  morning.     At  break  of  day,  Ralegh  sent  his  brothers, 


•  RalF^b  eol^rfd  the  towu  willi  the 
lord-admiriil,  lord  Tlininiu  Howard, 
^r  W.P>irct,  ur  Rxbvrt  SouUiircll, 
Leri»n,  Woodbouoe.  Mnnwll,  isd 
Ibe  nmrinrni  lir  E<l<rin)  Hobby 
(sanyiug  The  coloun  bcforr  tlwrn. 
•bout  Ihc  time  or  Hit  gmt  sfcinnisli 
Id  Uk  market- pi Rrc,  soon  after  vliicb 
Ibe  SpiiniHrds  rrtireil  and  capilulalci), 
■gTwing  to  pny  five  hundred  and 
t»eiily,  orrording  to  CiitDdrD,  or, 
according  to  Slow,  «i  huDdrci)  mid 
tHTiily  thousand  duraw,  (which  » 
6ve  time*  more  thao  forciKn  mithora 
nieotioo,)  far  the  raniom  of  their 
liTca,  and  te  gWe  Tarty  hostigm  for 
the  DavmrDl.  After  Uie  uimeniler. 
I*  given  1o  Irantport  the  trK- 


fcio.it 


p,  &c.  to  Port  St.  Mary,  thai  ui 


violence  migiit  be  olTered  Ihera. 
Thej-  iiad  alto  liberty  to  lake  u  many 
of  llieir  clothi'a  or  tioodi  an  they 
could  curry  with  Uiem;  wlileb  pro- 
duced B  remarkable  example  in  a 
beautiful  roun|  Spanish  Udj,  <rba. 
leaving  all  tbat  wib  prrciout  aod  va- 
luable, bore  as-ay  her  old  aod  de- 
crepit hiieband  upon  her  hack,  whom 
before  >be  had  hidden  from  the 
danger  of  (he  enemy;  hereiti  imitat- 
ing tfie  piely  ofthe  BavBrinnwoDMU. 
after  the  cnoijueat  of  their  coiinb^ 
by  the  emperor  Tonradc  HI.  See 
Saodyi'  notes  on  Ond'i  Mebun.  lib. 
1.1.  fol.  440- 

■  "  En  laquclle  iln  m'ont  iromp^," 
at  himself  baa  trtitlea  over  againil 
thia  prombe  in  Mr.  Briaa'a  copy  of 
L«  Laurien  de  Nassau,  fol.  1 39. 
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Mr  John  Gilbert,  and  ur  Arthur  Throgmorton,  as  also  ar 
Henry  Leonard,  to  know  their  resiJution ;  but  the  generals 
■ent  back  to  <leeire  he  would  come  aflhore  into  the  town '. 
Ralegh  very  favourably  imputes  these  evasions  to  the  great 
confusion,  in  which  it  was  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
order  many  things  at  once.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  tame 
day,  the  mendiants  of  Cadiz  and  Seville  offered  the  ge> 
nerals,  by  the  committee  of  the  contracUUon-house,  with  the 
purveyor,  corregidor,  and  other  officers,  two  millions  of  du- 
cats to  span  that  fleet;  neither  could  this  bring  them  to 
any  resolution,  so  that  advantage  was  lost  ^.  Ral^h  might 
possibly  insist  upon  a  larger  composiuon,  by  saying,  *'  They 
**  ought  first  to  he  masters  of  the  fleet,  and  ransom  it  afke& 
"  wards;  f<H-  if  th^  offered  two  millions  already,  they  would 
"  give  four  when  it  was  taken ;"  because  he  has  not  denied 
this  speech  where  he  had  read  it  ascribed  to  him '.  But  it 
appears  plain  enouf^  to  me,  from  the  same  author,  that 
Essex  was  not  for  having  the  fleet  sazed  upon,  unless  by 
nr  Christopher  Blunt,  tar  Edward  Conway,  sir  Thomas 
Gerrard,  and  other  land-officers,  which  Ralegh  would  not 
consent  to  for  the  honour  of  the  sailors;  as  it  does  appear 
from  Camden,  that  the  lord-admiral  would  not  consent  to 
any  c(»npontion.  "  For  we  came,"  stud  he,  "  to  consume 
"  them,  and  not  compound  with  them."  But  they  saved 
him  the  trouble ;  for  the  next  morning,  being  the  S8d  of 
June,  the  duke  of  Medina  caused  all  that  fleet  of  merchant- 
men to  be  set  on  fire,  because  he  was  convinced,  fi-om  their  Forca*  the 
bang  beset  so  vigilantly  by  Ralegh,  who  had  the  charge  of  ,,^  „^, 
them,  that  they  must  needs  fall  into  bis  hands.  Thus  both  i"i>">  Bmu 
galleons,  frigates,  argones,  with  the  fleet  of  Nueva  EajMUia, 
and  all  except  the  galleys,  which  it  seems  escaped,  were 
consumed  to  ashes.  Good  store  of  the  enemy's  ordnance 
was  recovered  out  of  thor  ships,  and  great  quantities  of 
merchandise,  plate,  jewek,  and  money,  out  of  the  town : 
thrir  whole  loss  being  computed  at  twenty  millions  of  du- 
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cats  ■".     Many  rich  prisoners  were  given  to  the  laiid-com- 
I  'Uanders,  "  so  as  that  sort  were  very  rich,"  says  Ralegh ; 
"  some  had  for  their  prisoners  sixteen  or  twenty  thousand, 
1  **  some  ten  thousand  ducals",  besides  great  houses  of  mer- 
chandise.    What  the  generels  have  gotten  I  know  least," 
[  concludes  he :  "  ihey  protest  it  is  little :  for  my  own  part, 
[  have  gotten  a  lanie  leg,  and  a  deformed  ;  for  the  rest, 
*'  either  I  spoke  too  late,  or  it  was  otherwise  resolved.     I 
"  have  not  been  wanting  in  good  words,  or  exceeding  kind 
"  and  regardful  usage;  but  have  possesMon  of  nought  but 
"  poverty  and  pain." 

Thus  liave  we  related  lliis  action  chiefly  from  Ralegh's 
letter  before  mentioned,  the  credit  whereof  is  the  less  ob- 
noxious to  any  doubt,  in  that  it  either  here  is,  by  our  endea- 
vours, or  might  be  by  those  of  an  able  pen,  sufficiently  cor- 
foborated  out  of  other  writers  upon  the  same  subject.  But 
I  i^ere  is  one  letter  more,  written  by  another  ocular  witness 
T  cf  all  his  behaviour  in  this  victory,  at  their  leaving  of  Ca- 
diz, early  enough  for  the  perfect  memory  thereof;  to  the 
lord  Burghley,  a  man  dangerous  to  deceive  with  misrcpre- 


•-  The  earl  of  Eiwx,  ia  ■  brief 
UrnbTC  of  tbe  fidrBatiigrt  iccniius 

P'  to  EogliDil,  Dod  loue*  to  tlie  S|>aa- 
lard,  by  tliit  ripeditioo,  saya,  "  Tbe 
I*  Eogliiih  took  tvo  gtllcons,  ronted 
■*  fiftMn  ptllevH,  with  rd  uneqiiikl 
'■  niimber  of  ihipa  i  frwd  mauv  of 
'*  their  nnmtiytncB  coudemDed  to 
'*  the  piUeys,  »nd  rpJeiuiftl  tcveral 
'*  Spaniard!  from  imprisonment  ; 
•'  took  Ifae  bol  fortitied  dly  in  all 
"  Spain,  and  ilayed  thirteen  diys  lit 
"  tbeir  country;  brou^^t  bonie,  bc- 
**  atdes  the  gallroDK  aforeaaid,  a 
*■  hundnd  braia  guns,  vith  a  rirh 

,  "  booty ;  and  the  Milon,  but  ope- 
"  dally  the  aoldien,  (treat  plunder: 
■■  the  enemy  Imt  tbirteen  of  hia  most 
ibipi,  forty  Indian 
iCQ,  and  four  olhervi 
"  bendeB  vaM  quanCtiei  of  ainmii- 
•■  nilion,  proriaioni,  &c.  reudering 
"  it  almott  impomlble  he  abould  in 
"  tomr  time  appear  URiun  at  MS  in 
"  a  formidable  manner."  Vide  Cam- 
den, auuD  1596.     TlKiugh  such  vaK 


JTI  the  cart  nrale  a  pnper  uf  objec- 
^oni  hereafter  mentioned,  afliutt 
his  eolleafiies,  for  not  doinfi  more. 

Tbe  Triumphi  of  Nassau  sums  up 
the  Spanish  losa  [liua-  "  Three  and 
"  thirty  great  ihipa  laden  for  (lie  lu- 
"  dirt  were  burnt,  beside*  live  thipa 
"which  came  from  St.  Liimr,  three 
"  of  which  ran  agnmnd.  It  vas  the 
"  greatest  and  wralthiest  fleet  thai 
"  ever  went  lo  ibe  Indies"  Atxl 
a  little  further;  "  The  wealthy  town 
"  was  wholly  sncked,  and  tbe  booVf 
"  great,  which  was  carried  (o  Ifae 
"  fbips.  It  was  thoiighl  the  king 
"  lost  at  the  same  time  J, loo  piecei 
"  of  ordnance,  lie>ides  armour  xutb- 
"  dent  for  fire  or  sii  hundred  men, 
"  wbicb  waa  taken  out  of  tbe  Brsr- 
"  ual."fol.  igi,  11)1. 

•  Sit  Fnwcii  Vere  a 
"  three  prisoaera  worth 
"  darats;  one  of  which  will  church- 
"  man,  and  preaidrnt  of  the  rontrar- 
"  Ubon-honae  of  tlie  Indies ;  Ote 
"  olber  two  were  anrleot  knigfata." 
whom  he  names.    Conmcut.  fal.41. 
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sentations ;  and  further,  written  by  an  old  land-commander, 
under  the  earl  of  Essex,  who  even  never  saw  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh before  this  voyage :  therefore  a  testimony  that  carriesr 
many  marks  of  truth,  and  none  of  partiality  in  his  favour. 
For  which  reason,  and  because  it  has  never  yet  seen  the 
public  light,  I  ^hall  here  transcribe  all  that  is  said,  being 
concise,  not  only  of  one,  but  every  commander  mentioned 
therein,  that  my  reader  may,  unbiassed  by  me,  distinguish 
what  a  principal  share  of  honour  is  paid  to  the  merit  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh^s  counsels  and  courage  throughout  the  whole 
engagement :  but  these  are  my  author^s  words.    *^  My  lord, 
^*  this  I  must  say,  that  never  prince  of  England  hath  re- 
*'  ceived  more  true  glory  and  reputation  than  our  sovereign 
in  this,  wherein  these  two  nobles  have  commanded  with 
such  valour,  love,  and  good  intelligence,  as  we,  that  have 
been  under  them,  received  thereby  Angular  comfort ;  and 
truly,  my  lord,  they  deserve  as  much  honour  as  may  be 
"  heaped  on  them.     We  surprised   the  enemy,  whereby 
^*  this  mighty  and  rich  Indian  fleet  of  forty-flve  sail  of  good, 
^'  and  some  of  them  mighty  ships,  have  been  consumed  to 
^^  ashes ;  a  ruin  to  this  king,  not  to  be  recovered  in  all  his 
*^  days ;  besides  the  cutting  ofi^  this  yearns  voyage,  and  con- 
*^  sequently  the  next.     By  this  voyage,  if  no  other  gain, 
^'  this  only  hath  much  satisfied  me,  that  I  have  thereby 
*<  seen  and  known  the  men  of  worth  of  our  nation.     Of  the 
^'  earl  I  will  say  nothing,  but  of  the  lord  Thomas,  the  lord- 
*^  marshal  Vere,  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  I  must  say,  that  in 
**'  no  bickering  where  I  have  been,  I  ever  saw  men  more 
*^  forward  and  valiant  in  the  matter  of  combat  between  our 
ships,  and  their  ships  and  galleys,  wherein  stood  all  the 
success  of  the  victory,  which  my  lord  of  Essex  did  give 
beginning  to  by  anchoring  in  the  enemy^s  face,  sir  Wal- 
ter close  by  his  side ;  and  so  the  rest  before  named :  also 
the  general  of  the  artillery  (sir  George  Carew)  with  his 
Mary  Rose,  a  proper  gentleman,  full  of  good  things,  and, 
**  above  all,  of  discretion.     When  all  these  aforesaid  had 
*'  placed  themselves,  and  the  rest,  as  the  channel  would  give 
us  leave,  the  thunder  of  the  artillery  on  both  sides  b^an 
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"  at  ten  in  ihe  morning,  and  lasted  till  two  and  a  half  in 
'*  the  afternoon ;  at  which  time  her  majesty's  ships  made 
'•  the  enemy  give  ground,  and  the  three  great  ships  of  war, 

b  "  the  Philip,  Matthew,  and  Andrew,  ran  ihemselveB  ashore; 
"  and  the  Philip  they  fired,  the  other  two  we  bring  you 
'  home.     Sir  Waller  Ralegh  did,  in  my  judgment,  no  man 

f  "better;  and  his  anillery  most  effect:  I  never  knew  the 
"  gentleman  until  this  time,  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,  for  there 
"  are  in  him  excellent  things  besides  his  valour ;  and  the 
"  observation  he  halli  in  this  voyage  used  with  my  lord  of 
"  Essex  hath  made  me  love  him."  A  little  further  he  says, 
"  In  the  Due  Repulse  (Essex's  ship)  we  lost  only  seven 
"  men ;  in  the  Warspite,  (which  was  Ralegh's,)  fourteen, 
"  and  sir  Waller  cut  in  the  leg  with  a  splinter  "."     Lastly, 

K  Ik  mentions  "  his  true  and  faithful  friend,  sir  John  Wing- 

f  **  6eld,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  town-house,  and  thereby  was 
'*  rid  of  a  mighty  iniscontent  which  all  the  way  had  much 
"  afRicte<l  him;  having  one  day  told  my  author,  that  he 
"  had  rather  leave  his  life  here,  than  carry  it  again  into 
■'  England  v.'" 

It  was  long  disputed,  whether  the  town  should  be  held 
or  no,  says  sir  Francis  Vere ;  who  addi,  "  that  my  lord  of 


'  Essex  seemed  to  affect  to  remain  thei 


I  person  ; 


*  Rslf^h  HFlcrwBrdt  made  n  rery 

B  goocl    renmrk     U|>ou    ibip -building, 

I  (which  pnibabl]r  llje  DiRniDry  of  ihin 

L  Mb*rt  miglit  IdiIuci:  bim  lo,)  in  tbcM 

j'IrordB:  "Men  niKy  not  expect  tbe 

I  ^  CMC  of  nisny  CHbins  sad   wfely 

"  at  ouet  in  ics-iemre.    Tnv  decks 

"  and  a  half  are  aufficienl  Id  yield 

"  ilielter  and  lodpng  fbr  men  aod 

"  iniriDen,  uid  aa  more  charfriof 

"  at    nil   higher ;   bol  ouli 


rt  will  »ij,  Ibal  a  ihip  will 
"  benr  more  charfpiift  tlofi  for 
"eabiiiii  and  Ibfil  ii  true,  if  u< 
"  bul  niiliuary  marincn  irere 
■' serve  in  thein,  who  are  able 
"  endure,  and  are  used  to  tbe  tuin- 


ad  nll)iougfa  tbe  Dinrinen 
■■  do  caret  Btorc  of  cabins,  ytt  in- 
"  deed  ibey  are  but  sluttiih  dens, 
"  that  breed  uckuna,  or  serve  to 
"  cover  iteiiltlis  in  pesre.Bad  in  figbt 
"  are  dnntcerous  lo  lesr  men  with 
"  tbeir  splintcn."  Sir  W.  Ralefh'a 
ObservntioDS  upon  the  Royal  Nary, 

'  Sir  Anlhon)'  Stwiilea'i  letter  lo 
Ibe  lord  hi^  Ireasurer  of  EngUml, 
dsled  from  Cadii.  fth  of  July  1596  ; 
the  ori^al.  Wilb  tie  ose  of  Ihis 
rarity,  ainonii:  inimy  oUien  in  that 
ark  of  lilirralure,  Ihe  Harleian  li- 
brary, where  aoiDCthiDg  of  every  kind 
U  prcacrted,  I  have  been  favoured 
by  tbe  rirl  of  Oiford,  whose  landablc 
disposition  10  recover  the  unpad' 
lisbed  inciDarJHiH  of  our  renoimed 
"  little  gtova  :  but  men  of  better  anceMors,  is  only  to  be  excelled  by 
"  HWt  nould  be  iflad  U>  find  morr  hit  noUe  courtesy  id  rooimnnicating 
■■  steadiness  ami  leas  totteiing  cage-      Ihem  for  the  benelil  of  poslerity. 
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we  may  add,  Vere  did  too ;  ^*  because,^  he  says,  *^  he  offered 
*<  to  defend  it  with  four  thousand  men,  till  her  majesty^s 
*^  pleasure  should  be  known  <1;^  when,  in  truth,  the  queen^s 
pleasure,  in  this  particular,  was  known  before  they  left 
England :  for  Essex  himself  informs  us,  he  sent  letters  from 
Plymouth,  (before  they  set  sail,)  by  bis  secretary  Edward 
Reignold,  to  the  council  at  Greenwich ;  wherein  he  pur- 
posed **  to  dwell  in  a  port  of  the  enemy^s,  and  to  make  a 
^'  continual  diversion  of  the  wars ;  but,^  says  he, '  ^^  my 
<*  letteh^were  neither  answered  nor  liked  of '.^  And  much 
less  was  the  same  proposal  now  relished  in  Cadiz,  when  so 
many  wanted  to  guard  and  secure  the  treasures  they  had 
got,  and  it  was  computed  they  would  all  soon  grow  in  want 
of  provisions ;  nay,  one  of  his  own  knights  advised  him  to 
master  and  destroy  ships  rather  than  towns,  as  what  would 
make  the  enemy  more  unable  to  molest  them,  and  procure 
him  wealth  and  solid  honour,  without  riot  and  ruin  of  the 
innocent ;  besides,  tlie  riches  in  ships  could  not  be  so  easily 
concealed  and  conveyed  away,  as  in  towns;  also  they  might 
be  brought  into  England,  and  would  be  visible  monuments 
to  his  glory ;  but  towns,  though  soon  won,  could  not  be 
long  enjoyed*.  For  these  and  other  reasons  Essex  was 
prevailed  upon,  though  with  great  reluctance,  to  leave 
Cadiz ;  but  they  first  of  all  caused  the  city  to  be  razed, 
and,  with  the  castles  and  fortifications,  fired,  all  but  theThedty 
churches  and  religious  houses ;  together  with  all  the  naval  J^^J^d. 
tackle  and  provision  they  could  meet  with,  which  they  ei- 
ther needed  not,  or  could  not  conveniently  carry  away. 
Their  courtesy  however  to  the  people,  especially  of  distinc- 
tion, and  all  who  had  made  no  opposition,  was  such,  that, 
at  their  departure,  the  Spaniards  did  the  English  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  ^*  Though  they  were  heretics  as  to  religion,  yet 

as  to  the  rest,  they  had  behaved  themselves  with  generous 

bravery.*" 

On  the  5th  of  July  the  army  embarked ;  and  in  council, 

4  Sir  Francis  Vere's  Commenta-     (as  before,)  p.  i a. 
ries,  fol.  42.  •  Sir  W.  Moosoo's  NsTal  Tracts. 

'  Tlie  earl  of  Essex's  Apology, 
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it  was  insisted  on  to  He  out  at  sea  for  intercepting  the  West 
liidiaa  fleet;  "  but  the  scarceness  of  our  victuals,"  say* 
Vere,  "  overthrew  tliat  purpose."  So  resolution  was  taken 
to  make  for  England,  and  nut  the  Spanish  coasts  in  the 
way,  to  destroy  their  shipping.  The  first  place  they  made 
to  was  Faro,  a  good  large  populous  town,  but  unfenced. 
and  8  bishop's  see  of  Portugal.  Here  the  English  landing, 
and  marching  up  to  tlie  town,  the  inhabitants  deserted  it, 
and  left  them  in  full  possession ;  who,  after  having  rested 
and  refreshed  themselves  five  or  six  days,  brought  good 
store  of  provisions  to  the  ships,  also  some  pieces  of  arttllerv, 
Firo  Bckid  and  the  valuable  library  of  the  late  famous  bishop  Osorius '. 
--.  -j-ijg^g  ig  g,|  author  who  mentions  the  taking  of  this  town, 
and  consequently  that  library,  among  Ralegh's  victories ; 
descrilnng  the  buildings  to  have  been  left  so  demolished,  as 
to  yield  no  covering  for  their  idols  ".  But  since  that  library 
is  observed  by  Camden  to  have  been  thought  by  right 
Essex's  prize,  as  if  this  earl  had  somehow  contended  to  en- 
gross it  to  himself;  it  may  somewhat  direct  us,  to  whose 
greater  value  for  the  labours  of  the  learned,  and  more  pub- 
lic spirit  in  this  particular,  it  is  owing,  that  it  was  more 
commcndably  bestowed ;  being  brought  into  England,  says 

Irniiiilalcd  iulo  Bnffllfb ;  mlierriu  Fox 
chnrgei  the  bishop'^book  B)[minrt  the 
dortnr  with  being  full  of  liei,  ciliun- 
nira,  nod  orron :  inil  the  Ion)  Bacoo, 
whfre  le  oote*,  nmoug  the  diitem- 
Borid  pen  'm  his  writingt;  wbirh      pen  uf  learning,  thai  liixuriucy  of 
were  published  kI  Rome  in  tour  vo-      (Ifle  wbidi  bei^iD  lo  prevail  in  Ln- 
lumrs,  by  lus  nrpher.wbo  also  wrote     llier'i  lime,  trith  the  causei  tbeivtif ; 
bis  life.     See  more  in  Tbuanus,  anon      wbicb  introdured  no  alTected  iludyof 
1580,  when   he   died,  aged  aeventy-      eloiueitre.  RUd  ;re<r  to  nicb  exceu, 
four  yean,  aod  in  Aolbouy  TeHier'i      that  autlion  reitnriled  a  rouudneaaof 
■ddilioo*  to  thai  biBtorian's  Elogea      period  more  thau  ricbDe»  of  iaren- 
dea  Hommes  Kcarain,  &c.  Rro.  vol.      tion,  Kiiiudue»urarguinFDt,oril«pth 
Ulrecbt.  1694.  p.  50).    Thii  bi-     of  jud^enli  and  were  charineil  ra- 
ther  irith    raftataa    than    ilrength, 
■itpetneu  ttiao  lolidii^,  and  foloeH 
■'     inU  than  weight  of  matter;  ' 


<  Tliia  wa&  HicroDVOiua  OBoriiia,  i- 

uatiTSof  LiBbau,atii!  bUbopofSrlvee 

uul    Al^arrn ;  eharacteriBed   by    fb- 

reignera  to  have  beeu  a  iniin  oF  atrict 

>  Tirtne  in  hii  uoralB, 


more  noted  with 
larv  .Kdinonitiou 


nan  hi*  Epiato- 
lecD  Ktlaabetli. 
and  hit  eontrDvemy  with  that  learned 
peator  and  cinltas  Dr.  Waller  Had- 
don;  who  dnug  in  the  year  1571, 
belbre  be  had  eoinpleted  hii  la*t  hook 
■gain«t  OsoriD«,  11  waa  Gni>bed  nnd 
publiihed  by  John  Fat,  the  mart^r- 
ologiil.  in  ij;;,  and  four  yean  after 


iniiaurei.  among  olben  iben  gmw- 
ing  iulo  ealecni,  the  BowiDg  and 
waury  rain  of  Osorliu.  De  An;- 
ncuL  Soeotjarum,  lib.  i. 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh'*  r.busl,  4fc>. 
I'trerlit,  ifijfi.  r.  t;. 
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Monson,  and  made,  it  seems,  an  exemplary  foundation  of 
the  public  library,  which  was  begun  by  sir  Thomas  Bodley 
the  ensuing  year  at  Oxford.  What  share  Ralegh  had  in 
this  diqx>saly  towards  the  said  renowned  undertaking  of  that 
learned  knight,  his  countryman  and  acquaintance,  authori* 
ties  are  wanting,  further  than  by  surmise  from  these  pre- 
mises, to  certify.  But  this  we  have  expressly  enough  trans- 
mitted to  us  of  him  by  Bodley  himsdf,  even  in  the  next 
reign,  about  nine  years  after  this  time,  when  Ral^h  was 
under  great  misfortunes;  and  therefore,  when  an  act  of 
munificence  must  shine  with  the  greatest  splendour,  that  he 
generously  contributed  towards  the  impiovement  of  that 
library  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds;  '^  for  whioh,^  says  sirAbeoefac- 
Thomas  Bodley^  **  I  will  entreat  the  vice-chancellor  to^*i^j^„*i_ 
<<  niove  the  university  for  their  letters  to  him  (and  the^^nuy. 
^^  other  bene£Bu;tors  mentioned  with  him)  of  public  tbanks^;^ 
which,  doubtless,  they  gratefully  paid.    But  to  return. 

When  the  forces  were  got  again  on  board,  they  sailed  to 
the  Groyne,  and  looked  into  the  bay ;  but  the  wind  being 
unfavourable,  they  thought  it  dangerous  to  enter ;  therefore, 
and  because  their  victuals  daily  grew  more  scarce,  so  that 
in  some  ships  there  was  already  extreme  want,  says  sir 
Francis  Vere,  it  was  resolved  to  make  homewards  y :  how- 
ever, sir  William  Monson,  in  favour  of  Essex^s  impatience 
to  go  on  upon  fresh  expl(»ts,  computes  they  had  enough 
provision  to  supply  them  seven  weeks.  Monson  also  im- 
putes the  general  declension  of  the  officers  from  any  further 
inva»on  of  the  Spaniards  at  this  time,  to  the  covetousness 
of  those  who  wanted  to  secure  the  treasures  they  had 
amassed  2.  And  indeed  Vere  discovers  not  any  concur- 
rence now  with  Essex^s  new  schemes  of  adventure,  as  might 


*  Sir  Thomas  Bodley's  letter  to 
Dr.  Tbomas  Jamei,  die  first  keeper 
of  his  library,  In  RellqniaB  Bodleians, 
published  by  Mr.  Heame,  8ro.  1703. 
p.  133.  It  18  dated  from  London, 
April  5,  and  written,  as  I  compute, 
in  1605 :  because  the  same  letter 
mentions  the  progress  which  king 
James,  not  long  after,  made  in  that 
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year  to  Oxford ;  where  he  pronounced 
that  brave  speech,  '<  If  I  was  not  a 
<<  king,  I  would  be  a  nnivenlty- 
*<  man,  &c."  as  we  have  it  in  sir 
Isaac  Wake's  Rex  Platonicus,  4to. 
1607. 

f  Vere's  Commentaries,  fol.  44. 

>  Monson's  Naval  Tracts  afore- 
said. 
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have  been  expected  towards  a  patron  who  had  shewn  him 
so  much  favour  and  countenance ;  but  visibly  hastens  home 
upon  the  complaint  of  scarcity  aforesaid.  And  yet  that 
which  might  be  thought  Vere^s  true  motive  for  returning 
was  never  imputed  to  the  lord-admiral  nor  sir  Walter  Ra- 
l^h,  though,  both  by  speech  and  writing,  they  argued  for 
it  as  much  as  any ;  for  they  had  engrossed  no  booty  that 
might  be  endangered  by  entering  upon  further  engage- 
ments abroad.  Yet  had  they  other  objections  to  these  in- 
considerate projects,  than  the  want  of  victuals  or  rickness 
of  men ;  for  after  both  these  inconveniences  in  Ralegh^s 
ship  were  proposed  to  be  redressed  by  Essex,  as  Monson 
tells  us,  Ralegh  was  as  resolute  against  hazarding  the  ho- 
nour, as  others  the  riches  that  was  got  at  Cadiz  ;  and  in  this 
entirely  agreed  with  the  lord-admiral,  who  persuaded  them 
to  consider  how  subject  they  might  be  to  great  losses  in 
little  enterprises  S  which  would  not  add  much  to  their  praise 
if  they  succeeded;  but  surely  would  to  their  discredit  if  they 
failed.  This  being  the  sense  of  the  greater  or  the  wiser 
part,  most  of  the  fleet  returned  with  the  lord-admiral  to 
Plymouth  on  the  eighth  of  August  following,  and  the  rest, 
with  the  eari  of  E^ssex,  two  days  after ;  who  thence  took 
his  journey  to  court,  as  Ralegh  probably  did  at  the  same 
time.  On  the  thirteenth  of  the  same  month,  we  find  by  a 
letter  from  the  council  of  state  to  the  lord-admiral  ^,  then 
advanced  with  the  fleet  to  the  Downs,  that  Ralegh  as  weU 
as  Essex  had  been  with  them,.and  probably  with  the  queen; 
from  whom  we  hear  of  no  objections  made  to  Ralegh^s  con^ 
duct  in  the  whole  action :  therefore  probably  he  was  among 


>  One  of  the  lord-admird's  obr 
Jections  to  Essex's  desire  of  makiog  a 
descent  upon  Lagos  in  Alganra,  is 
given  us  by  sir  William  Monson ,  as 
aforesaid ;  and  part  thereof,  which  is 
to  this  sense,  is  in  these  words: 
**  The  winning  of  it,  after  so  emi- 
**  Dent  a  place  as  Cadie,  could  add 
*'  DO  honour;  and  if  it  should  be 
*<  carried,  yet  it  would  be  with  the 
«  loss  of  his  best  troops  and  gentle- 
"  men,  who  would  rather  desire  to 
<'  die,  than  receive  the  indignity  of  a 


**  repulse  :'*  and  the  earl,  though 
against  his  will,  says  that  author, 
was  forced  to  yield  to  these  reasons. 
Yet  neither  Essex,  nor  Vere,  nor 
Monson,  have  been  so  particular  in 
Ralegh's  reasons;  though  under  his 
hand  he  delivered  them,  as  well  as  by 
word  of  mouth  :  but  this  omission  in 
them  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

■*  In  the  Cottonian  library,  and 
lately  printed  by  Mr.  Lediard  in  ^is 
Naval  Expeditions,  fol.  344. 
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those  principal  actors  therein,  whom  she  distinguished  with 
liberal  praises  and  rewards.  Yet  that  letter  does  discover 
her  miyesty^s  dissatisfaction  towards  the  lord-admiral,  that 
he  did  not  lie  in  wait  for  the  caracks  or  the  West  Indian 
fleet,  as  Essex  had  entreated  him  to  da  And  whereas  sir 
Francis  Vere  says,  that  when  Essex  landed  in  the  west,  and 
left  orders  with  him  for  dissolving  not  only  the  land-forces, 
but  the  shipping,  there  arose  much  strife  between  the  said 
mariners  and  his  Low  Country  troops  at  their  parting,  the 
siulors  being  determined  to  share  in  the  chests  and  packs 
wherewith  the  soldiers  had  most  unproportionably  enriched 
themselves  in  the  late  spoil ;  at  which  Vere  complained  to 
the  lord-admiral  for  redress,  adding,  that  ^^  some  other 
*^  principal  officers  of  the  fleet  took  the  sailors^  part  ;^  and, 
as  if  they  thought  them  unreasonably  dealt  with,  who  had 
made  way  by  the  sea-flght  for  the  soldiers  to  get  those 
riches  by  land,  asked  him,  *'  whether  the  mariners  should 
*'  have  nothing  ?^  To  which  he  answered,  "  Their  hopes  in 
^  the  Indian  fleet  were  more  to  be  desired  than  that  trash,^ 
as  he  calls  it,  **  which  the  land-men  had  got  in  the  town ; 
'^  so  as  they  had  none  to  blame  but  their  officers  and  their 
'^  bad  fortune :  which  answer,^  says  he*  *^  was  taken  to 
'*  heart,  and  is  not  forgotten  to  this  hour ;  of  which  I  feel 
**  the  smart  ^J^  If  Ralegh  was  one  of  those  principal  officers 
here  pointed  at,  who  thus  stood  the  sailors^  advocate,  as  he 
might  be,  notwithstanding  his  expeditious  progress  to  court, 
the  indifierent  manner  wherewith  Vere  has  treated  him  is 
very  accountable  to  me.  But  Vere  has  further  betrayed 
his  partiality,  in  not  telling  us  the  consequence  of  his  said 
application  to  the  lord-admiral,  which  appears  in  that  letter 
and  others,  from  the  council  aforesud,  to  have  procured  the 
disposal  of  the  Spanish  plunder  towards  the  payment  of  the 
English  navy;  and  that  Vere^s  Low  Country  regiments 
should  not  return  before  they  were  searched  both  in  ships 
and   person.     As  for   Essex,  he  wrote  a  Censure  of  the 


*  Vere'B  Comineat.  fbl.  44,  45. 
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omisfflom  in  this  voyage^,  whidi  he  imputes  to  the  dissen- 
sions of  his  council  and  colleague.  Whence  the  common 
historians  have  been  led  indiscriminately  to  arraign  the  set- 
ting forth  such  expeditions  under  commanders  of  equal  au- 
thority, and  have  so  much  neglected  giving  these  their  dis- 
tinct commendations  for  what  they  did,  as  to  cavil  at  them 
for  what  they  left  undone;  while  others  more  gratefully 
observe  *^  that  never  was  so  much  riches  and  renown  ac- 
^^  quired  with  the  like  naval  success;^  well  justifjring  the 
honours  which  were  paid  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  both  by  the 
authors  who  dedicated  books  to  him  this  year,  ^  the  painters 


*  An  aodentand  fair  copy  whereof 
I  have  seen  in  the  Cottonian  libraiy, 
Julias  F.  VI.  Tract.  103.  printed  in 
secretary  Biirchet's  Naval  History, 
as  I  remember,  and  in  Mr.  Lediard's, 
fbl.  337,  being  here  about  half  a  sheet 
of  paper ;  wherein  the  earl  raises  four 
olijections  to  their  conduct  in  this 
Toyage :  first,  that  they  did  not  pos- 
sess the  Indian  fleet :  secondly,  that 
they  abandoned  Cadiz :  thiidlv,  that 
they  did  not  wut  for  the  caracks  and 
Indian  ships :  and,  lasdy,  that  they 
did  not  assail  the  enemy  in  their  other 
ports.  To*  all  which  omissions  he 
makes  answer,  laying  them  to  the 
charge  of  the  other  commanders ;  but 
names  sir  Walter  Ralegh  only  in  the 
two  last  articles.  Here  we  may  ob- 
serve, sir  H.  Wotton  did  either  him- 
self mistake  the  drift  of  this  paper, 
or,  having  a  courtly  pen,  would  in- 
cline his  readers  to  do  so.  For  where 
he  is  giving  a  character  of  the  earl's 
several  employments,  and  has  allowed 
this  at  Cadiz  to  have  been  the  most 
fortunate,  he  is  further  for  having  it 
that  in  which  the  earl  also  shewed  the 
greatest  modesty;  because,  says  he, 
tbeie  be  wrote  with  his  own  hand 
a  Censure  of  his  omissions :  whereas 
indeed  it  is  a  censure  of  his  asso- 
ciates, for  what  Essex  imagined  (how 
Justly,  let  others  say)  to  have  been 
tkdr  omissions.  Which  plainly  re- 
▼erses  one  of  the  characters  by  which 
that  author  would  distinguish  the 
earl's  share  in  this  expedition.  See 
his  Parallel  of  Robert  earl  of  Essex 
with  George  duke  of  Buckingham. 

*  Besides  captain  Keymis's  voyage 


to  Guiana  before  mentioned,  in  which 
he  has  spoken,  to  Ralegh's  honour, 
of  the  victory  at  Cadiz;  there  was 
another  piece  printed  this  year,  which 
I  find  also  dedicated  to  him ;  and  at 
this  time,  before  Ralegh  was  reco- 
vered of  the  wound  he  had  received 
there,  with  great  propriety,  in  regard 
to  the  subject  thereof :  for  it  is  en- 
titled, A  hundred  and  fourteen  Ex- 
periments aud  Cores  of  the  famous 
physician  Phil.  Aureol.  Tbeophrastus 
Paracelsus:  to  which  are  added,  some 
profitable  works,  by  B.G.  a  Porta 
Aquitano  :  also,  the  Secrets  of  Isaac 
Hollandus;  and  the  Spagiric  Anti- 
dotary  for  Gunshot,  by  Josephus 
Quercetanus  :  collected  by  John 
Hester,  printed  4to.  1596.  This 
Hester  was  the  learned  chymist  of 
Paul's-Wharf,  whose  preparations 
were  famoius  in  other  countries  as 
well  as  his  own  for  many  years,  as  I 
find  in  others  of  his  works.  But,  as 
I  observe  in  some  of  them,  he  is  said 
to  have  been  dead  two  years  before 
the  printer's  date  of  this  winch  be 
dedicated  to  Ralegh ;  and  as  the  title 
he  herein  uses  is  only  '*  To  Hie 
<<  worshipful  Walter  Ralegh,  esq."  I 
conclude  the  book  was  dedicated  by 
Hester  to  Ralegh  before  be  was 
knighted,  and  now  seasonably  re- 
published with  a  new  title-page,or  first 
published  from  Hester's  postfaaoKms 
Remains,  without  altering  the  au- 
thor's title  of  his  patron.  However 
it  is,  Hester,  in  his  ingenious  dedica- 
tion upon  the  motives  to  the  pursuit 
and  improvement  of  sdencc,  tells 
Ralegh,  **  Though  divinity  is  bounded 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH. 


Ml 


and  sculptors,  who  have  appropriated  this  aea-fight  to  his 
pcx-tnuts';  and  those  other  advancers  of  the  like  hontHary 
arts,  who,  in  their  discourses  at  medala  and  iutaglias,  have 
thought  him  worthy,  for  this,  among  hb  many  other  ao- 
bons  and  excellenccB,  of  that  metallic  commemoratioii, 
which  is  more  usually  among  us  confined  to  princes  and 
crowned  heads  S. 


"  wilb  preeeptt  io  the  old  Uw,  uid 
"  promiwi  in  the  goipel,  bo  thai  obe- 
"  dleoM  10  ong  and  futh  in  the  other 
"  u  fblfiUiogaf  eitfaeri  jetBllotiwr 
"  hcnhia  (eodiiig  to  the  goreronient 
"  oroTDaiiinit  of  life  do  h>  curry  ■ 
"  pririlcgc  ormore  liberty  in  eexnli, 
"  mud  Kope  id  practice,  thit  to  nat 
•■amtaited  vritb  the  iDrentiou  of 
"  otiien  i>  u  odious  to  the  learned, 
"  aa  it  ■■  fbr  frank  bearti  to  feed  at 
"  otbar  meu'a  treucheri ;  or  fioe  vita 
"  to  be  Mt  to  tell  tbe  dock,  while 
"  grower  bMdi  ai«  better  employed  i 
"  and  not  iritbout  cause,  for  by  lurh 
"  restraiat,  wit  on  the  one  aide  ids- 
"  tain*  too  great  an  injory,  in  not 
"  ranging  over  the  Gelds  of  natare ; 
"  and  nature  too  base  a  disgracei  io 
■'  not  being  let  forth  by  wit  as  abe 
"  has  been  ;  but  must  be  accounted 
"  old,  whtcb  she  refuuB ;  or  barren, 
"  which  she  abboni.  To  avoid  this 
"  InconTenieoce,  eiamplea  of  antl' 
"  qnity  hare  left  scTeral  patlema  of 
"  emulatio] 


lulation  for  posterity  to 
"  wnereln  our  a^  cannot  ne  con- 
"  demacd  for  negligent,  u  liaving 
"  exceeded  Ibe  number  of  writers  in 
"  any  age  past)  among  whom  the 
"  nodertakers  id  physk  have  been  so 
"  numerona,  that  the  bluntest  wit 
"  cannat  conplaia  of  acardty,  nor 
"  the  deepest  head  of  the  want  of  va- 
•■  rlety."  thea  be  says,  out  of  these 
writera,  hr  haa  chosen  some,  for  their 


■  held  i 


their 


iintry 


r,  to  translate  for  the 
fit  of  bia  coantrymen :  and  ni  hereto- 
fcre  be  had  sought  tbe  authority  of 
(Nhir  patrons ;  to  now  be  presumes, 
nnder  tbe  comfortable  shield  of  Ra- 
lph's fanmr,  to  alisdow  this  work  ; 


Of  Ibe  pictures  and  , 
have  been  drawn  of  air  Walter  Ra- 
l^b,  more  will  be  spoken  a  few  learea 

'  Mr.  Enlyn,  in  hia  book  of  Me- 
dals, gives  DS  the  sculpture  of  a  large 
one  that  was  slniek  tnia  year,  haviag 
the  arms  of  England,  France,  and 
Holland,  in  a  iLrecfblil  knot  on  one 
side,  representing  a  triple  leafoa 
against  Spain  with  this  ioscriptioa, 
RumpUur  Amid  facile ;  and  on  tbe 
reverse  a  navy  of  grCdt  ships  at  aaa, 
underthe  name  of  ^eAouiA,  with  this 
vfApvfittQmdmepmejMari;  1596. 
bence  thoagbt  by  some  to  bare  been 
in  memory  of  the  victory  at  Cadii; 
bnl,  as  he  tall*  us,  it  was  struck 
upon  Ibe  alana  menacins  Ibose  three 
nations  on  tbe  surprise  of  Calais  dd* 
year.  Tberefbre,  wbcte  he  ia  apeak- 
ing  of  tboae  advcntarous  Argonmti 
tu  these  times  who  deseired  flie  b»> 
BOUT  of  medals  fM  their  exploito  at 
sea,  among  whom  be  reckons  chiefly 
those   who   fonnd  onl  new   worhlt. 

Slanted  colonies,  and  ealarged 
ritlsb  empire,  be  adds,  "Ik 
"  not  whether  ibve 
"  of  the  carl  of  Eoiei's  eipeiiition  to 
"  Cadia,  and  of  the  heroes  who  a^- 
"  covpaniedhim."  So  reoomntenda 
air  W.  Ralegh  to  that  distinctioa,  aa 
bring  '■  A  person  of  txtratmUawr 
"  merit  for  his  leaning  and  eipa- 
"  rieuce:  and  who  is  be,"  continues 
my  anthoT,  "  that  deplore*  not  U> 
"  bang  so  unhappily  cut  off  (andoor 
•'  ainee  want  of  sncb  as  Ralc^  wwa) 
"  to  gratify  tbe  crafty  and  mali- 
"  dous  ?"  Fnrtber,  where  he  ia  snb- 
aiding  from  arms  to  arts,  be  meii- 
tiona  Ral^h  again  among  the  fase- 
tnoat  of  tbose  Ulastrioo*  pencMU,  ol 
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About  two  months  after  Ralegh^s  return  from  the  con-* 
quest  of  Cadiz,  we  find  him  making  a  new  attempt  to  con- 
tinue the  interest  and  correspondence  he  had  so  hopefully 
b^un  in  Guiana.  To  this  end,  he  manned  out  and  stored, 
with  all  proper  conveniences  and  merchandise  for  trade  and 
discovery  in  those  parts,  a  handsome  pinnace  which  had 
been  with  him  in  the  late  engagement,  called  after  his  own 
name,  the  Watt ;  therefore  probably  one  of  his  own  ships. 
The  command  of  her  he  committed  to  captain  Leonard 
Berrie ;  but,  through  contrariety  of  winds,  and  other  acci- 
dents, they  made  it  the  latter  end  of  December  following 
The  third  before  they  got  out  of  Weymouth.  In  the  beginning  of 
G*^iSl!^  March  they  discovered  the  coast,  and  fell  into  the  Wia- 
pouco,  a  river  almost  in  four  degrees  north  of  the  line,  and 
about  sixteen  leagues  in  length ;  but  not  being  able  to  find 
the  head  of  its  falls,  nor  meeting  with  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants to  supply  them  with  provisions,  they  returned,  and 
made  towards  the  great  town  called  Aramatto,  where  they 
stored  themselves  to  their  desire.  After  this,  several  of 
those  natives  came  in  canoes,  and  traded  with  the  English 
in  their  ships.  Then  captain  Berrie  hired  some  of  them, 
with  a  present  of  knivesT,  to  go  back  unto  the  river  Cawo, 
and  invite  the  ruler  of  that  place,  named  Ritimo,  on  board, 
who  accordingly  came  to  them  in  the  river  Chiana,  where 
he  and  his  train  were  feasted,  and  trafficked  with  the  Eng- 
lish much  to  their  satisfaction:  and  thither  also  flocked, 
from  their  several  towns,  great  numbers  of  a  civilized  race 
of  Carribes,  who  brought  great  plenty  of  victuals  and  to- 
bacco, which  they  exchanged  for  such  commodities  as  the 
English  were  well  instructed  to  carry  thither.  After  they 
had  declared  their  unanimous  desire  to  have  the  English 
come  and  rout  the  Spaniards,  take  command  of  the  Ore- 
noquc,  and  dwell  in  the  bordering  nations,  they  departed  ; 
and  the  English  made  away  to  the  Careres,  or  triangular 

*' joice  to  find  io  more  lasting  matter     Namiimata,  fol.  1697.  p.  99,   160, 
'*  than  painted  cloth,  the  true  efl^ea     161. 
*'  of  such  as  were  famoas  for  boUi.** 
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islandG,  and  kept  trading  on  with  the  people  of  the  nei^- 
bouriug  towns,  who  familiarly  resorted  to  them.  Then 
thej  passed  along  through  the  river  Marawin,  to  Quiporia 
and  Madrra,  for  about  forty  or  fifty  leagues  upward  to 
the  falls  of  that  river,  and  to  the  ught  of  a  rich  country 
above,  where  the  people  were  of  an  extraordinary  stature, 
and  carried  bows  hafted  with  gold ;  hut  were  forced  to  re- 
turn  without  completing  that  discovery,  for  want  of  provi- 
^on ;  though  my  author,  one  of  the  adventurers,  thought 
the  palmito's,  and  other  trees  in  the  woods,  would  have  sup- 
ported them  till  they  could  have  rewarded  themselves  with 
what  "  might  have  done  us  good,"  soys  he,  "  as  long  as  we 
"  bad  lived."  On  the  16th  of  April  1597,  they  returned 
from  that  river,  and  wandered  through  several  others ; 
(ill,  about  four  days  after,  they  fell  into  the  Coritine.  In 
this  river  they  met  a  bark,  called  the  John  of  London, 
commanded  by  captain  Lagh ;  (the  same,  I  suppose,  who 
afterwards  made  other  voyages  to  Guiana,  and  took  further 
possesion  of  the  country,  not  by  force,  the  Spaniards' 
title,  but  consent  of  the  people ;  though  for  a  prince,  in- 
deed, who  deserved  no  right  there  which  he'  had  not  the 
spirit  to  maintain.)  -  And  falling  down  some  five  leagues 
from  the  mouth  thereof,  upon  intelligence  that  the  Desse- 
kebe,  with  which  that  river  meets,  would  lead  them  within 
a  day's  journey  of  the  lake  Ferima,  whereon  Manoa  was 
supposed  to  stand,  they  meant  to  discover  a  passage  to  this 
rich  city.  But  having  rowed  in  their  boats  about  fifty 
leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Coritine  to  the  falls  of  the 
said  river,  where,  having  been  credibly  informed  that  five 
days'  journey  further  there  was  a  fall  impassable;  and, 
finding  withal  some  of  the  towns  bordering  thereon  so  im- 
portunate to  engage  them  in  wars  ag^st  their  enemies  the 
Waccawaes,  which  would  turn  greatly  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  English,  when  sir  Walter  Ralegh  should  again  return 
thither,  because  he  would  have  occasion  to  pass  that  river, 
which  was  reported  to  have  gold  in  it ;  they  therefore  wore 
construned  to  return.  So,  clearing  themselves  of  this  coast* 
(hey  took  th^r  course  to  the  islands  of  the  West  Indies. 
s4 
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Here  my  author,  who  was  a  gentleman  of  the  company, 
aflter  having  spoke  in  praise  of  the  climate,  how  temperate 
and  wholesome  it  is,  though  within  the  tropic,  and  so  near 
the  equinoctial ;  as  also  how  docible  the  natives,  and  hu- 
mane, (especially  to  Englishmen,)  though  a  savage  and  un- 
cultivated people ;  he  proceeds  to  speak  of  their  riches  in 
these  words.  ^^  In  the  upper  countries  they  go  apparelled, 
**  being,  as  it  seems,  of  a  more  civil  disposition ;  having 
'*  great  store  o£  gold,  as  we  are  certainly  informed  by  the 
*'  lower  Indians,  of  whom  we  had  some  gold,  which  they 
*'  brought,  and  bought  in  the  high  country  of  Wiana ;  being 
^  able  to  buy  no  more,  because  they  wanted  the  things 
**  which  now  we  have  left  among  them  ^.^  Then,  having 
taken  a  little  further  notice  of  their  manners,  with  the  plenty 
and  variety  of  their  providons,  he  shews  what  course  his 
company  took  homewards,  and  how  they  arrived  safe  at 
Plymouth  on  the  28th  of  June  following  i. 

Thus  have  we  abstracted,  after  such  manner  as  in  this 
place  may  be  most  pertinent  to  our  purpose,  all  the  voyages 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  set  forth  for  discoveries,  as  well  as  the 
warlike  expeditions  in  which  he  was  engaged,  as  feu*  as  they 
have  been  preserved  in  Hakluy^s  Collections.     Nor  was  it 

^  That  there  are  many  rich  mines  m  cosmography :  yet,  like  that  in 
and  minerals  in  Guiana,  as  well  as  cbymistry,  thoafi^h  ancHscorered  it- 
mountains  and  rivers  impregnate  self,  it  was,  and  may  further  be  the 
with  gold,  is  not  only  thus  constantly  means  of  many  profitable  discoveries. 
iatUnated  by  the  English  traTellers  If  such  a  metropolis  had  been  dis- 
thitkerof  these  times,  but  attested  by  tinctly  ascertained  by  Antonio  de 
the  Spaniards  themselves,  in  their  Herera,  and  in  John  de  Laet*s  eicel- 
liirtfaer  discoveries  many  ytara  after;  lent  accounts  and  maps  of  these 
as  may  be  seen  in  father  D*Acuna's  parts,  and  had  not  appeared  doubtful 
relation  of  the  river  of  Amazons,  even  to  father  EKAcuna  himself;  I 
and  other  Spanish  authors.  But  as  see  not  how  monsieur  Sanson,  who» 
for  the  rich  city  of  Manoa,  just  be-  in  1680,  graved  a  little  map  to  ex- 
fore  spoken  of,  which  they  had  called  plain  the  French  translation  of  the 
El  Dorado,  it  seems  now  to  have  said  Jesuit's  discourse,  could  have 
been  invented  by  these  Indians,  as  omitted  it;  and  for  Ae  new  edition, 
•  gilded  bait  to  draw  the  Spaniards  pobHahed  in  1715,  aootiier  map  was 
into  league  with  them  against  their  graved  by  Mr.  De  Lisle;  which, 
enemies;  and  propagated  by  tiie  though  more  copious  and  complete, 
Spaniards  themselves,  to  enhance  the  is  not»  as  I  can  hear»  more  particular 
merit  of  their  travels,  and  sharpen  in  this  rmect. 
tbe  appetite  of  their  snccessors  to  *  Mr.  Tltomas  Masham's  relation 
pnnroe  the  enterprise ;  for  no  snch  of  the  third  voyage,  set  forth  by  sir 
dty  having  been  found,  it  has  been  Walter  Ralegh,  to  Guiana,  in  Hak- 
rested  a  kind  of  ptnlosopher't  ttone  Inyt,  vol.  3.  fol.  692. 
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without  just  reason  that  his  said  naval  enterprises  were 
thus  carefully  gathered  therein ;  since  Rale^^s  encourage- 
ment was  such,  of  this  extraordinary  undertaking,  to  raise  a 
grove  of  laurels,  in  a  manner  out  of  the  seas,  that  should 
overspread  the  island  with  glory,  and  mi^t  be  still  made  to 
shoot  more  spaciously  afresh,  were  the  author  and  his  work 
revived  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  deserts'^;  that  when 


^  For  the  considerable  intelligeoce 
we  have  reedved  from  this  CoHection 
of  Voyages,  it  may  not  be  improper 
here,  at  parting  with,  to  shew  our 
gntitiide  towai^  the  Uiborious  au- 
thor, in  a  short  observation  or  two, 
which  may  somewhat  amend  what 
has  bees  sud  by  others  of  him,  and 
recommend  his  most  laudable  work, 
long  since  ont  of  print,  to  a  new  im- 
pression. And,  first:  this  Richard 
Hakluyt  might  be  of  a  Herefordshire 
family ;  but  whether  bom  there,  too 
doubtftil  for  Fuller  to  settle  him  a 
native  of  that  county.  He  was  sent 
yoong  to  Westminster-school,  and 
became  one  of  the  queen's  scholars ; 
when  visiting  his  cousin  Richard 
Haklnyt,  of  Eiton,  in  the  said  county, 
at  his  diambers  in  the  Middle  Temple, 
(bat  never  studying  the  municipal 
law  there,  as  A.  Wood  mistakes  of 
him,  instead  of  his  said  cousin,)  this 
relation,  a  great  proficient  in  cosmo- 
graphy,  and  promoter  of  navigation, 
eommanicating  and  explaining  cer- 
tain books  and  maps  to  him,  wrought 
such  impressions  in  young  Hakluyt, 
that  be  resolved,  if  ever  he  should  go 
to  the  university,  to  prosecute  these 
studies.  Accordingly,  being  removed 
to  Christ  Church  in  Oxford  about 
1570,  says  Wood,  be  fell  to  search- 
ing after,  and  reading  over,  in  any  of 
seven  languages,  all  the  voyages  and 
discoveriM  in  print  or  MS.  that  he 
could  meet  with ;  and  became  so  emi- 
nent for  these  studies,  that  he  was 
chosen  to  read  public  lectures  of  na- 
vigath>n  in  the  sdiools,  wherein  he 
was  the  first  that  shewed  the  imper- 
fections of  tb€  old,  and  improvements 
of  the  new  maps,  globes,  and  other 
instruments  in  this  branch  of  science, 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  audi- 
tory. By  his  furtiier  inquiries  of  this 
natare,  he  akm  became  acquainted 
with  thie  chief  sea-officers,  merchants, 


and  mariners  of  the  nation.  At 
length  he  travelled  to  France  with  sir 
Edward  Stafford,  her  majesty's  legier 
ambassador,  and  resided  tfiere  five  ' 
years ;  during  which  time,  he  heard 
other  nations  miraculously  extolled 
for  their  discoveries  and  notable  en- 
terprises at  sea;  but  the  English,  f» 
their  sluggish  security  and  neglect  of 
such  attempts,  through  their  long 
peace,  much  condemned;  and  not 
only  in  common  discourse,  but  read 
tiiem  also  more  durably  branded  in 
the  writings  of  their  authors ;  par- 
ticularly in  La  Popliniere's  book, 
called  L' Admiral  de  France;  all 
which  animated  Hakluyt,  at  his  re- 
turn into  England  with  the  lady 
Sheffield  about  the  year  1588,  (after 
having  published  P.  Martyr,  trans- 
lated the  French  discovery  of  Flo- 
rida, and  before  them,  duly  celebrated 
sir  W.  Ralegh,)  to  stop  the  mouths  of 
these  slanderers,  by  collecting  toge- 
ther the  naval  achievements  of  his 
countrymen ;  which  he  performed 
so  expeditiously,  that  by  the  latter 
end  of  1580,  he  publisbMl  a  fair  vo- 
lume in  folio  of  the  English  naviga- 
tions, which  he  dedicated  to  that  great 
enconrager  of  them,  sir  F.  Walrinff- 
ham.  'The  work  was  so  uidversally 
approved,  that  the  author  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  enlarge  and  reprint  it, 
which  he  afterwards  did  in  tfiree  vo- 
lumes ;  the  first  two  commonly  bound 
together  in  one  book,  fol.  15999  and 
the  last  fol.  1600.  *'  A  woric  of  great 
<<  honour  to  England,"  as  I^iller 
justly  observes,  "  it  being  posrible 
*'  that  many  ports  and  islands  in 
**  America,  which  are  now  base  and 
barren,  and  known  only  by  a  bare 
name  at  present,  may  prove  rich 
"  places  hereafter :  and  then  these 
*'  voyages  will  be  produced,  and 
**  pleaded  as  good  evidence  of  their 
*'  belonging  to  England,  as  first  dis- 
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even  the  first  edition  of  these  English  voyages  was  pub- 
lishedy  and  before  they  could  receive  any  lustre  from  the 
Guianian  discoveries,  the  said  author,  in  his  preface,  acknow- 
ledges sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  have  been  one  of  those  bene- 
Hif  enooa-  factors  ^^  from  whom  he  had  received  his  chief  light  into 
i3frH*i-**  **  ^^  western  navigations.**^     Nor  ^id  he  only  oblige  Hak- 
luyfs  Col-  luyt  with   communicating  divers   maritime  adventures  in 
EogUsb  na-  which   he  himself  and   countrymen  were  concerned,   but 
Tigations.    procured  for  him,  at  no  small  expense,  some  very  scarce 
voyages  and  discoveries  of  foreigners  which  were  unprinted ; 
and  was  moreover  at  the  charge  of  rewarding  some  persons 
of  learning  and  leisure  to  translate  them  into  English,  for 
the  further  enrichment  of  the  said  Collections.    One  instance 
of  this  kind  he  slightly  mentions  himself:  for  in  his  learned 
inquiries  into  the  name  of  the  Red  sea,  he  speaks  of  a 
voyage  made  thither  by  the  Portugal  viceroy  of  the  East 


«  coTered  and  deDomiuated  by  Eog- 
*'  lishmeD*'  The  author  was  made 
a  prebeudary  of  Westminster  about 
the  year  1605,  and  rector  of  Wether- 
iugset  iu  Suffolk,  as  Wood  tells  us  ; 
who  also  mentions  his  other  writing^, 
as  his  edition  of  Peter  Martyr's  book 
de  Novo  Orbe,  with  notes.  Wherein, 
as  we  have  before  observed,  Hak- 
luyt  has  so  highly  applauded  «r  WaU 
ter  Ralegh  for  his  advancements 
of  navigation ;  besides  some  other 
tilings,  which  are  chiefly  versions  from 
the  Portuguese.  But  the  notes  of 
certain  commodities  in  request  in  the 
East  Indies,  &c.  by  R.  Hakluyt, 
among  Mr.  Selden's  MSS.  at  Oxford, 
I  take  to  be  written  by  the  Templar, 
who  has  other  such  discourses,  and,  I 
think,  this  in  his  kinsman's  Collec- 
tions. And  whereas  the  French  dis- 
sertation on  the  river  of  Amazons, 
prefixed  to  M.  de  Gomberville's  trans- 
lation of  father  D'Acuna's  Relation, 
above  mentioned,  has,  among  other 
errors  relating  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
said,  that  the  history  of  the  second 
voyage  he  made  in  person  to  Guiana 
was  written  and  given  us  by  this  ce- 
lebrated compiler  Mr.  Hakluyt,  in  his 
said  Collections ;  out  of  wluch  his- 
tory the  French  author  pretends  to 
quote  some   particulars;    we  must 


here  observe,  this  assertion  of  Hak- 
luyt's  writing  such  a  history  is  no- 
toriously false;  for  he  died  in  16169 
which  was  before  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
went  his  said  last  voyage  to  that  part 
of  America.  All  we  shall  mention 
more  in  this  place  of  him  is,  first, 
the  wishes,  that  some  other  such  able 
pen  would  continue  his  Collections, 
which  may  lie  read  in  Robert  Ash- 
ley's dedication  to  sir  Maurice  Ab- 
bot, of  his  Cochin -China  ;  a  scarce 
tract,  printed  above  a  hundred  years 
since,  and  which  1  have  seen  in  a 
volume  of  such  other  choice  pieces 
among  the  curious  collections  of  the 
right  honourable  the  lord  Coleraine : 
secondly,  since  to  the  continuation  of 
such  collections,  a  like  series  of  such 
brave  adventures  as  are  the  subject 
of  them  would  be  required,  which 
may  not,  in  any  proportion,  be  rea- 
dily produced ;  that  otlier  wish,  which 
may  be  gathered  firom  Mr.  Bohun*s 
complaint  above  forty  years  ago,  in 
his  Character  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  of 
the  scardtyof  this  Collection,  that  it 
may,  after  so  long  a  neglect,  be  pre- 
ferred to  a  second  impression  ;  in 
Justice  to  the  author,  in  honour  of 
the  heroic  examples  it  commemo- 
rates, and  for  the  profit  of  such  imi- 
tation as  it  may  inspire. 
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Indies,  named  Stephen  Gama,  the  narrative  whereof  was 
written  by  Castro,  one  of  his  principal  commanders ;  which 
discourse,  says  he,  I  gave  Mr.  Richard  Hakluyt  to  publish  l. 
Now,  though  I  remember  not  to  have  met  with  this  dig- 
course  in  Hakluyt,  yet  the  author,  who,  after  his  death,  re^ 
covered  some  of  his  papers,  and  continued  his  undertaking, 
has  given  us  an  abridgement  of  it,  and  informed  us,  that 
the  original  manuscript  had  cost  sir  Walter  Ralegh  three* 
score  pounds,  who  also  caused  it  to  be  translated  out  of  the 
Portuguese  tongue ;  and  was  at  the  pains  of  making  several 
corrections  of  the  phrase,  and  marginal  notes  upon  it,  with 
his  own  hand  ^.  Further,  we  might  expatiate  upon  thia 
care  he  had  for  the  preservation  of  other  men^s  fame ;  but 
here  a  gallant  exploit  solicits  our  regard,  by  which  he  much 
increased  his  own. 

For  the  earl  of  Essex,  grown  discontented  to  see  his  party 
of  such  little  power  at  court,  and  the  Cecilians  carry  all  be- 
fore them ;  that  he  could  not  advance  several  of  his  friends 
and  followers  to  certain  posts  in  the  army,  nor  even  sir  Tho. 
mas  Bodley  to  the  office  of  secretary,  whom  he  had  perhaps 
prejudiced  with  his  prodigal  praises  to  the  queen,  she  having 
preferred  sir  Robert  Cecil  to  that  place,  in  his  absence  at 
Cadiz,  whom  he  had  as  intemperately  traduced  ^^  resolved 


>  Sir  W.  Ralegh's  Hist  of  the 
World,  lib.  a.  c.  3.  sect  8. 

"*  See  an  abridgement  of  don  John 
of  Castro's  ruttier  of  a  voyage  made 
by  the  Portuguese  from  India  to 
2Soes,  dedicated  to  prince  Luys; 
shewing  the  state  of  Socatora,  and 
the  parts  on  both  sides  of  the  Red 
sea»  as  tiiey  were  in  1540 ;  with  the 
harbours,  islands,  depths,  shelves, 
and  other  particulars  pertaining  to 
the  history  of  that  sea,  land,  and 
people  :  in  Purchas,  part  2.  fol.  iiaa. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  informs  us, 
that  before  he  returned  from  the 
united  provinces  in  I597>  and  after, 
the  earl  of  Essex  used  him  so  kindly, 
that  though  he  meant  to  settle  his  de- 
pcndance  only  on  the  lord  Burgh- 
ley,  as  best  able,  and  most  willing 
to  work  his  advancement  with  the 


queen ;  yet  the  earl,  who  sought  by 
all  devices  to  divert  her  liking  both 
from  the  father,  and  the  son  espe- 
cially; did  often,  to  withdraw  hit 
affection  also  from  both,  entertain 
the  queen  with  prodigal  speeches  of 
his  sufficiency  for  a  secretary;  which 
were  accompanied  with  such  words  of 
disgrace  against  the  latter,  *<  that 
**  ueitlier  she  herself  took  any  great 
*<  pleasure  to  prefer  me  the  sooner,*' 
says  Bodley;  *<  for  she  hated  Ms 
"  ambition,  and  would  give  little 
«  countenance  to  any  of  his  foUow- 
**  ers ;  and  both  the  lord  Burghley 
*'  and  his  son  waxed  jealous  of  my 
"  courses.**  And  a  little  further; 
"  When  I  had  throughly  bethought 
**  me,  first  in  the  earl,of  the  slender 
'*  hold-fast  he  had  in  the  queen ;  of 
an  endless  opposition  of  the  chief- 
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to  seek,  by  further  services  abroad,  to  strengthen  that  in- 
terest at  home^  which  he  now  found  so  weak  and  unservice- 
able ;  in  which,  if  his  experience  and  discretion  had  been 
answerable  to  the  activity  and  bravery  of  his  spirit,  he 
might  not  have  been  disappointed,  nor  outshincd  in  martial 
expeditions,  as  he  was  outwitted  in  court  intrigues.  But  be 
had  now  a  fair  opportunity  to  pursue  this  scheme:  for 
the  king  of  Spain,  enraged  at  the  late  overthrow  and  de- 
struction of  Cadiz,  had  immediately  thereupon  mustered  up 
the  naval  powers  from  all  his  ports  at  Lisbon,  for  a  new  ex- 
pedition upon  England  and  Ireland ;  but  his  old  enemies 
the  winds  and  the  waves  so  speedily  disabled  and  dispersed 
tb^m,  that  the  queen  heard  of  their  fate  before  she  had  any 
advertisement  of  their  design :  and  as  she  then  took  care  to 
fortify  such  castles  as  lay  most  obvious  to  any  such  in- 
vasion; so  now  that  she  heard  the  storm  was  gathering 
again,  by  the  repair  of  the  said  shattered  fleet,  and  recruits 
added  to  it,  threatening  a  new  descent  upon  Ireland,  she  re^ 
solved  also  to  recollect  her  forces  by  sea.  At  first,  indeed, 
before  she  was  well  informed  of  the  enemy^s  strength,  she 
had  only  armed  and  victualled  ten  of  her  best  ships,  and 
caused  the  Low  Countries  to  provide  the  like  number  un- 
der admiral  Duvenvord.  But  when  the  lord  Thomas  How^ 
ard  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  who  were  pitched  upon  for  the 
command  of  this  fleet,  declared  their  hopes  of  doing  any 
great  service  with  it  to  be  weak  and  uncertain,  and  the 
news  of  the  adelantado^s  stronger  preparations  at  FeroU 
and  the  Groyne  were  daily  confirmed,  a  new  council  was 
called;  in  which  it  was  resolved  that  this  naval  force, 
which  the  queen  had  appointed,  was  too  great  for  a  disco- 
very, and  too  little  for  an  attempt ;  as  in  the  earl  of  Essex'^s 


"  est  of  our  statesmen,  likely  still  to 
**  wait  upon  him ;  of  his  perilous, 
'*  feeble,  aod  uncertain  advice,  as 
**  well  in  his  own,  as  in  all  the  causes 
**  of  his  friends ;  and  when  I  had 
**  folly  considered  how  untowardly 
**  these  two  counsellors  were  affected 
**  to  me  i  how  ill  it  became  ray  na- 
**  tfiral  disposition  to  become  a  stick- 


**  ler  in  public  faction ;  and  how  well 
"  I  was  able  to  live  of  myself,  &c. 
**  I  was  resolved  to  take  my  farewell 
*'  of  state  employments,  and  so  re- 
<*  tire  from  court'*  See  the  account 
of  his  life,  written  by  himself,  printed 
4to.  Oxon.  1647;  reprinted  in  David 
Lloyd's  State  Worthies,  and  ag^iu 
in  Rdkjuis  Bodleiane,  before  quoted. 
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Apology  ia  rightly  observed  °.  Therefore,  paaaing  over  the 
addiuon,  ro  UDaccountably  defident  in  the  said  Apology  P, 
that  I  cannot  think  him  the  author  both  of  one  and  the 
other,  there  were  added  to  the  first  prepared  fleet  about  t«n 
shipa  more  ot  the  royal  navy  ;  which,  with  the  other  men  of 
war,  victuallers,  transporta,  and  many  stout  vessels  belaii^ 
ing  to  the  nobles,  kni^ts,  and  gentlemen,  who  were  advcik 
turers  in  this  voyage,  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eail,  as  we  are  informed  by  sr  Arthur  Gorges,  an 
officer  ia  this  enterprise,  whoae  most  excellent  history  thereof 
we  efaall  here  prindpally  follow.  These  ships  then  being 
all  sufficiently  manned  with  aulors,  received  an  army  alto 
on  board  of  five  thousand  soldiers,  with  ten  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery for  the  field,  and  five  hundred  volunte«^  most  gor- 
geously equipped.  The  proportion  of  victuals  waa  for  four 
mouths  at  large  allowance,  and  double  apparel  both  ttx  the 
soldiers  and  mariners  ■).  The  iCTd-admiml  Howard,  beiag 
indi^wsed,  declined  the  comniand,  which  therefore  was 
gruited  in  chief  to  the  earl  of  Essex ;  but  the  lord  Thomas 
Howard  was  made  vice-admiral,  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh  Ror-id mi 
rear-admiral  in  the  expedition;  and  these  three,  with  four'* 
others,  made  up  the  council  of  war.  The  purpose  of  this 
grand  preparation  was,  to  defeat  and  destroy  the  Spanish 
fleet  afor^aid  at  FeroU,  as  well  as  in  other  ports  of  the 
enemy  ;  also  to  seize  upon  such  Indian  fleets  of  treasure  as 
they  should  meet  with  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spcun,  but 
especially  to  conquer,  retain,  and  engarrison  most  <^  the 
isles  of  the  Azores ',  and,  above  all,  the  Tercera :  wherefore  in  th> 
this  enterprise  was  called  the  inland  voyage.  "jj"^  ™^ 


•  RqtrlDMd  under  the  UCle  or  Ihr  '  These  isUndi  nre  situate  ia  the 
uriof  E«ex'i  TiodicatioD  of  thewnr  Atlintic,  or  western  oresp,  benreen 
vitll  Spaio,  in  id  Apolofty,  tit.  8n>.  tbirty-seien  sod  tortj  degnn;  >nil 
17*4.  p.  13.  distKDt  fmnlEn|tl■nd■baDtfollrtnln- 
'  Idem,  p.  14.  vhrreoo  moretfain  dred  Irimueii.  Thej  wac  ki  nsmed 
•Iz  iUps  an  mentioned  to  htm  bven  bj  the  Portuftiioe,  from  n  kind  <tf 
wMed  to  the  former  Iffeaty  ;  jvt,  hawks,  called  b;' tbcm  Moreij  bylbc 
three  pages  further,  he  mentiona  Roididb,  acdpitrra,  and  bj  n  foe- 
lUrtf  sul  of  the  Mme  fleeL  hawk* ;  thew  ialands  breeding  atMii' 
^  Sir  Arthur  Gorge'a  relation  of  dance  of  Ante  birdi :  Ukh^  Ode- 
tlw  Iiland  Voyage.  Ac.  in  Pmvhti,  Hni  derive*  the  name  from  a  FrcMli 
rol.  4.  (b1. 1938.  word,  tifntiying  to  Ay  or  wtM«r, 
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Sir  Francis  Vere,  who  was  marshal  again  of  the  army,  dis- 
Govers  himself  much  nettled  at  the  queen'^s  having  made  the 
lord  Mountjoy  lieutenant-general ;  and  cannot  forbear  ex- 
posing his  patron  Essex'^s  disingenuity  towards  that  lord,  in 
retrenching  him  to  the  mere  title  of  a  superior  command, 
rather  than  not  let  himself  be  known  to  have  got  the  au- 
thority of  it.  And,  notwithstanding  this,  further  betrays 
8o  much  his  stomach  and  jealousy  of  Essex'*s  consent  to  that 
precedency,  as  to  desire  the  earl  would  not  use  him  at  aU 
hereafter  in  any  action  wherein  he  was  to  go  in  chief ;  yet 
unreservedly  confesses,  the  earl  took  these  speeches  of  his  as 
proceeding  rather  from  a  passionate  discontentment,  than  a 
resolution  framed  in  cool  blood ;  and  with  so  little  sharp- 
ness, that  when  they  came  to  Weymouth,  the  earl  thinking 
there  might  remain  some  grudge  of  the  last  year'*s  falling 
out,  caused  sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  sir  Francis  Ver^  to  shake 
hands :  ^^  which  we  did  both,^  says  he,  ^^  the  more  willingly, 
<^  because  there  had  nothing  passed  between  us  that  might 
•*  blemish  reputation  K*^ 

About  the  9th  of  July  following,  the  whole  fleet  set  sail 
from  Plymouth,  and,  for  two  days,  had  a  fair  leading  wind; 
in  which  time  all  the  ships  received  their  directions  from  the 
council  of  war,  with  the  meeting-places  from  time  to  time  in 
case  of  separation  by  tempest,  fight,  chace,  or  any  other  ac- 
cident But  being  now  advanced  about  sixty  leagues,  there 
arose  such  an  exceeding  high  storm  full  in  their  teeth,  and 
continued  with  such  violence  for  four  days  together,  that 


without  ginog  reason  for  his  etymo- 
logy. They  are  nine  in  namber,  and 
named  St  Mary's,  which  is  near  the 
coast  of  Spain ;  St.  Michael's,  which 
is  the  largest  of  thero,  being  about 
twenty  miles  long ;  the  Tercera,  so 
called  because  lying  the  third  from 
Spun,  is  the  stronge9t;  Gratiosa, 
from  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and 
pleasant  temper  of  the  air;  St. 
George's,  like  Uie  two  first,  from  the 
saint's  name  on  whose  day  it  was  dis* 
ooTcred ;  the  Pike,  from  the  wonder- 
ful sharp  mountain  thereon,  which 
rises  streple<^se  three  miles  high,  is 


six  or  seren  miles  in  circuit  at  the 
base,  and  reported  to  hare  volcanoes 
in  its  bowels,  disgorging  flakes  and 
stones  of  fire ;  Fayall  was  so  called 
from  faya,  the  beech-tree,  which 
grew  in  plenty  there;  Flores,  from 
tilie  abundance  of  flowers  which  over- 
spread the  island ;  and  Cuervo,  from 
the  vast  flocks  of  crows  or  ravens 
which  were  observed  to  breed  there- 
in. See  Gorges,  as  above,  also  more 
largely  in  Linschoten  aud  Hakluyt, 
vol.  3. 

■  Vere's  Commentaries,   fol.   47, 
48. 
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all  the  ships  were  driven,  with  great  detriment  to  several, 
back  into  Plymouth  ;  and  many  died  of  the  sickness  it  had 
brought  among  them.  While  they  lay  here  wind-bound 
for  a  month,  and  their  provisions  much  damaged  and  con* 
Bumed ;  Essex,  in  company,  as  he  tells  us  himself,  with  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  rode  post  to  court  ^  The  earl  was  very 
forward  in  his  proposals  to  set  out  again  with  the  fleet  as 
soon  a3  it  should  be  repaired,  or  at  least  one  half  of  it^ 
being  sure  the  enemy  should  have  felt  the  weight  and 
charge  of  the  journey.  But  her  majesty  not  accepting  his 
offer^  it  was  more  advisedly  resolved,  to  proportion  their  ex- 
pedition to  the  opportunities  which  remained ;  the  season 
being  so  far  elapsed,  and  their  provisions  so  much  ex- 
hausted :  therefore  Essex  had  orders  from  her  majesty  to 
discharge  the  land-forces,  all  but  the  thousand  Low  Coun- 
try soldiers,  then  thought  the  best  and  most  experienced  of 
this  army :  whereby,  though  they  were  disabled  of  disem- 
barking at  Feroll,  and  attacking  the  enemy  tjiere  by  land ; 
yet  Essex  offered  to  send  certain  fire-ships  into  the  bay,  and 
second  them  with  the  two  Spanish  galleons  last  year  taken, 
with  some  great  fly  boats  and  merchantmen,  to  destroy  their 
shipping,  and  leave  the  queen'^s  own  English-built  ships  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  with  a  principal  commander,  to 
secure  their  retreat ;  and  this  was  allowed  of,  but  with  some 
limitations,  as  Essex  confesses  in  one  place ",  which  in  an- 
other^  we  find  to  be  an  absolute  bar  to  hazard  any  other  of 
the  ships,  and  as  absolute  a  restraint  of  the  earl  himself 
from  going  into  the  harbour  to  put  this  project  in  practice, 
but  that  it  should  be  done  by  that  principal  commander  he 
would  have  left  behind ;  whether  through  care  of  his  per- 
son as  a  nobleman,  or  to  have  it  attempted  by  one  of  the 
greatest  abilities  and  experience  for  such  a  naval  exploit,  I 
cannot  say;  but  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  preferred  to  the 

'  Elssex's   Apology,  as  before,  p.  Howard,  Charles  lord  Mountjoy,  tir 

17.  Walter  Ralegh,  sir  Francis  Vere,  sir 

•  Idem.  Anthony  Shirley,   and  sir  Christo- 

*  Relation  of  the  voyage  to  the^  pher  Blunt :  in  Purchas,  vol.  4.  fol. 
Azores  bvthe  said  earl  and  the  other  i935> 

oommiinoners,    viz.    Thomas    lord 
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execution  of  this  service^  and,  as  sir  Francis  Vere  observes, 
the  charge  of  firing  the  fleet  was  undertaken  by  him^. 

During  this  absence  of  Essex  and  Ralegh  at  court,  which 
was  not  above  seven  days,  there  fell  out  such  exceeding 
tempestuous  weather  as  very  much  distressed  tlie  fleet  both 
in  Plymouth-Road  and  the  Cat  water ;  insomuch  that  one  of 
Ralegh^s  own  ships,  named  the  Roebuck,  of  three  hundred 
One  of  ^^s  burden,  ran  aground  and  bulged  herself,  so  became 
bis  ships  unserviceable  for  that  voyage;  though  much  pains  and  care 
were  taken  by  all  hands,  and  especially  the  lord  Thomas 
Howard  himself  in  person,  to  have  preserved  her  ^.  On  the 
17th  of  August  following  they  all  weighed  anchor,  and,  with 
much  labour,  set  sail  agun,  being  becalmed ;  but  the  weather 
growing  somewhat  favourable,  they  held  their  course  for  the 
North  Cape.  Six  days  afterwards  they  fell  across  the  bay 
of  Alchasher,  or  Biscay ;  and  at  last  bore  full  into  it,  much 
to  the  dislike  of  Ralegh'^s  [nlot,  a  skilful  mariner,  named 
Broadbent,  who  thought  it  very  perilous  for  so  great  a  fleet 
so  wilfully  to  imbay  there,  and  upon  an  enemy'^s  coast ;  yet, 
as  it  was  the  general'^s  course,  they  complied.  The  next, 
storm-  being  Bartholomew-day,  they  were  here  for  several  hours 
bay^of  *"  beaten  and  scattered  about  by  a  prodigious  storm,  wherein 
Biscay.  one  of  the  late  taken  prizes,  named  St.  Matthew,  falling 
into  a  head-sea,  and  having  her  spritsail  out,  broke  her  bow- 
sprit and  foremast  overboard,  close  to  the  partners.  The 
fall  of  her  mast  also  broke  two  anchors,  and  carried  the 
third  away ;  and  her  mainmast,  with  her  rolling  and  tum- 
bling, had  so  loosened  itself,  that  it  was  in  danger  of  break- 
ing in  the  step,  whereby  she  would  soon  have  been  sunk, 
had  not  her  captain,  sir  George  Carew,  with  great  resolu- 
tion and  hazard,  carried  her  into  England,  and  exchanged 
her  for  another.  In  the  same  storm  the  other  Spanish 
prize,  the  St.  Andrew,  spent  her  maintop-mast,,  and  lost 
company  for  some  days ;  but  all  the  rest  of  the  fleet  kept 
labouring  in  the  bay,  till  first  Ralegh,  and  some  ships  of  his 
squadron  which  happened  to  carry  the  Low  Country  sol- 

•  Verc's  (  ommentiuies,  fol.  50.        »  Sir  A.  Gorges,  as  befow,  fol.  1944. 
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diers,  cleared  out,  and  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  the 
next  rendezvous,  as  we  shall  hear :  and  afterwards  several 
c^  the  earPs  losing  him,  siuled  thither  also  in  search  of  him. 
This  gave  rise  to  a  misrepregentaUoa  by  Ralegh's  adversa- 
ries, that  he  had  designedly  withdrawn  himself  and  that 
part  €if  the  fleet  y ;  while  Essex  himself  incurred  a  more 
just  censure  throughout  the  whole  fleet,  by  making  the 
high  land  of  Portugal,  and  bearing  in  so  close  to  the  shra<E^ 
that  he  alarmed  all  the'  country  to  make  defence  against 
him.  Afterwards,  as  the  fleet,  being  joined  again,  was  passing 
together  towards  the  south,  almost  as  far  as  the  isles  of 
Bsyon,  Ralegh's  ship,  the  Warspite',  being  then  in  the 
centre  of  them,  on  the  S7th  of  August  broke  her  main- 
yard  asunder  in  the  very  midst  by  the  parrel.  This  dis-  DitimMd. 
aster  was  no  sooner  made  known,  than  Essex  discovered  a 
greater  in  his  ship,  a  desperate  leak  being  broke  out  in  h^, 
by  which  he  had  much  ado  to  escape  drowning.  Here  it 
was  agreed,  that,  till  Balegh''s  ship  should  be  repured,  he 
might  keep  cruising  about  the  height  of  the  rock,  where 
they  were  to  unite,  and  pass  to  the  South  Cape ;  yet  the 
next  morning,  before  that  reparation  could  he  made,  Ra- 
I^h  had  a  message  to  attend  Essex  with  all  speed,  that 
they  might  put  in  with  the  land,  which  it  was  imposdble  for 
Ralegh  to  do,  being  unable  to  work  upon  a  wind,  as  liaving 
but  a  foresail  and  mizen,  and  the  wind  almost  off*  the  land ; 
beffldes,  if  he  could  have  made  the  land  with  that  sail,  it  was 
thought  a  madness  to  put  upon  the  enemy's  coast  in  that 
condition  i  when,  if  therwind  should  change  to  the  west,  he 
must,  in  want  of  his  mainsail,  have  yielded  or  perished: 
BO  found  himself  necessitated  to  ply  up  and  down  for  two 
days,  till  the  said  fraction  was  mended.    In  this  distress,  there 

i'SbA.Gorge»,ubcfure,fol.  1946.  where;  u  tlut  which  Ralegb  «M  in 

'  Tbongb  the  ihip  Ralegh  wa»DOir  the  lut  yeu,  it  tlie  eonqneat  of  Cb- 

ID  ii  ntTj  where  called  the  Wul-  dU,  wu  called  the  Wanfrite;    and 

nlte  in  Purchas'i  tii&m  of  air  Ar-  aa  nr  Williim  MonioD   lod  otb«n 

tbar  Gorges'*  relation  of  tbiBToyage,  call  that  alio  by  thii  oama,  in  whMi 

who   ibould  indeed   well   know   it>  Ralegh,   this    year,    perfomisd    ibe 

name,  beinf  captain  thereof  under  iilaud  rojragc ;  I  eoDclode  the  other 

Ral^  ;  yet  *a  I  meet  not  with  mby  leading  to  have  heea  an  ermr  of  the 

(Up  of  the  myal  nary  bo  named  tint-  pren. 
KALEGH,  LirE.  T 
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Divided 
from  the 
fleet. 


was  no  direction  ^ven  for  any  other  of  the  fleet  to  attend 
upon  Ralegh ;  yet  sir  William  Brook,  in  the  Dreadnought, 
out  of  his  friendly  disposition,  tarried  with  him ;  also  the 
▼ice-admiral  himself,  lord  Thomas  Howard,  very  affec- 
tionately offered  all  the  assistance  he  could  give ;  and  seve- 
ral other  of  the  sea-captains  voluntarily  did  the  like :  but 
Ral^h  would  admit  of  no  more  than  three  or  four  small 
men  of  war  to  accompany  him ;  and  ordered  the  rest,  even 
of  his  own  squadron,  to  repair  to  the  admiral :  so  far  was 
he  from  projecting  a  division  of  the  fleet,  by  entreating  any 
to  forsake  Essex  and  abide  with  him,  as  it  was  aiterwai^B 
very  falsely  represented,  to  incense  Essex  against  Ral^fa, 
for  contriving  thereby  the  frustration  of  their  first  resolved 
attempt;  and  as  Ralegh  himself,  when  they  met  at  the 
Azores,  so  satisfactorily  made  evident,  that  the  said  imputa- 
tion turned  only  to  the  shame  of  its  contrivers  \ 

When  Rale^  had  repaired  the  damages  of  the  storm, 
he  bore  in  with  the  coast,  making  all  the  inquiry  he  could 
after  Essex  and  the  fleet,  but  could  hear  no  tidings  of 
them:  he  sent  into  the  isles  of  Bayon,  and  towards  the 
South  Cape,  well  knowing  the  earl  could  not  then  put  into 
FeroU  or  the  Groyne,  as  was  afterwards  oolourably  pre- 
tended he  would  have  done,  had  they  united,  the  wind 
being  flat  against  him ;  and  the  whole  fleet  having  overshot 
that  coast  near  twenty  leagues  before  the  mainyard  of  Ra- 
legh'^s  ship  was  broken;  and  besides  that  they  could  not 
recover  it  again,  both  those  Spanish  prizes  were  wanting 
which  only  were  to  have  been  ventured  in  the  service. 
Hereupon  Ralegh  shaped  his  course  to  the  Rock,  which  was 


"  Essex  himself,  in  his  Apology, 
imputes  the  defeat  of  their  design 
upon  the  Spanish  navy  at  Feroll,  to 
the  losing  of  Ralegh's  company  by 
the  mischances  which  happened  to 
their  ships,  and  to  the  further  sepa- 
ration of  the  fleet ;  without  any  wa3r8 
insinuating  that  it  was  occasioned 
by  any  artifice  to  overthrow  the 
■cfaeme  they  had  concerted.  But 
from  thfe  most  accurate  historian  of 
liiis  voymge,  sir  Arthur  GorgeB,  whom 
I  now  chiefly  follow,  it  will  appear. 


a  few  lines  further,  there  were  other 
accidents  besides,  which  hindered 
them  from  landing  at  Feroll ;  and 
these  also  are  acknowledged  by  Es- 
sex, in  that  relation  of  this  vojrage 
which  is  subscribed  by  himself  and 
his  council  of  war  before  named : 
see  Purchas,  toI.  4.  fol.  1936.  Suffi- 
cient, in  the  whole,  to  clear  Ralegh, 
both  from  the  censure  of  any  wilful 
desertion,  and,  consequently,  for  not 
patting  in  execution  the  firat  in- 
tended assault. 
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apfiointed  for  the  geQier»l  rendesvouf;  /sxpecUog,  not  only 
with  good  reason,  to  meet  Essex  there,  hut  with  grtal  de- 
nre ;  his  own  fonce  being  so  smaU»  axid  the  ^e«iy»  us  he 
heaisd,  out  at  sea  with  a  powerftil  fleet.  Yet  those  who 
could  suspect  Ralegh  would  prefer  a  separaci^ii,  dang^erous 
and  diaadvantageous  hb  it  was  now,  would  needs  have  had 
it  thought  ihere  was  much  more  reason  £6r  that  ^uspidon, 
when  tfaei?e  came  to  Ral^h  at  the  Aock  near  thirty  sail 
mone,  mottof  ihem  his  own  victuallers  aad  transport;  but 
the  truth  is,  that  having  lost  Essex  during  the  storm  in  tiki 
bay,  and  missed  him  also  at  the  North  Cape,  they  cane 
hither  aocording  to  their  instructions ;  where,  caauaUy  xneal* 
ing  with  Ralegh,  he  held  them  togeth^,  aad  opaductad 
them  to  Efiaex  at  the  idands :  otherwiise  ihey  had  all  re- 
turned home,  after  they  had  fwled  a^  the  South  Capet 
whidh  was  Ae  third  and  last  meeting-plaice,  f^aooie  adpuvnl 
to  command  them,  and  of  whom  they  would  have  failed, 
since  none  of  the  fleet  went  so  far  southward. 

Soon  after  he  bad  determined,  in  t^earch  of  the  fleet,  to 
pass  on  towards  the  South  Cape,  be  was  traversed  by  M 
English  bark,  which  assured  him  they  had  learned  from  an 
English  man  of  war,  which  had  lately  taken  an  Indiaman» 
that  the  adelantado  was  gone  for  the  idands  to  convoy  the 
Indian  fleet  safe  home.  This  seeiaiog  \erf  probable,  md 
no  one  suspecting  that  any  ^  their  countrymen  would  itrai- 
torously  delude  her  majeaty^s  fleet  with  any  false  inforina- 
tioDs  in  «  pursuit  of  this  consequence,  Balegh^earneatly  . 
besov^  the  captain  of  the  said  bark  to  hunt  after  Essex, 
aad  appnae  him  ,c{  this  intelligence :  but  he  adswere^,  in  Receives 
the  hemnmg  rf  the  whole  company,  that  the  captain,  who  ng^nce!* ' 
had  taken  >tkat  Indiawan,  had  already  nent  a  tetter  to  £0- 
sex  th€B;eaf.  Ralegh,  doubting  it  might  ha.ve  miscarrifid, 
or  that  none  was  aent,  commanded  ofie  of  the  small  men  of 
war  attending  upon  himself  with  all  diligence  to  seek  out 
the  fleet,  and  make  report  of  what  they  had  heard.  This 
ship,  by  good  chance,  met  with  the  fleet  next  day,  and  de- 
livered the  news.  Two  ;days  after,  Ralegh  received  two 
letters  from  Essex,  which,  somewhat  taxing  his  abfleoce, 

t2 
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and  not  wriUng,  required  that  he  would  presently  follow  him 
to  the  islands :  "  Whereunto,^"*  the  earl  said,  "  he  was  hasten- 
<<  ing  to  find  the  adelantado ;  not  doubting  but  to  give  his 
^<  mistress  a  better  account  of  that  service,  than  he  should 
**  yield  his  master.'" 

In  pasnng  to  the  islands,  Ralegh  encountered  many  new 
diflSculties,  by  which  he  was  so  much  in  danger  of  losing 
his  mainmast,  that  he  was  forced  to  send  the  ships  in  his 
company  before,  because  he  thought  Essex  might  be  in 
want  of  them,  if  he  should  meet  the  enemy ;  and,  if  they 
had  joined  the  fleet  without  Ralegh,  who  was  prindpaliy 
depended  on  in  case  of  any  engagement,  it  would  have 
much  strengthened  the  misconstructions  that  had  been 
nourished  against  him ;  but  Ralegh  so  speedily  and  effec- 
tually repaired  his  crazy  mast,  and  so  briskly  plied  his  sails, 
that  he  overtook  his  consorts  next  day,  and  on  the  eighth  c^ 
September  they  all  made  the  island  of  Tercera ;  yet  here 
could  they  meet  with  no  news  of  the  fleet,  though  they  in- 
quired of  an  English  merchant  who  had  traded  about  these 
islands  above  six  weeks,  and  though  it  had  passed  that  way 
but  two  days  before.  By  this  merchant  Ralegh  wrote  into 
England,  to  acquaint  the  state  in  what  situation  they  were ; 
then  passed  on  to  St.  George^s  Island,  where  they  found 
the  weather  exceedingly  hot,  and  were  vexatiously  be- 
calmed for  a  day  or  two,  before  they  could  get  forward  to 
Gratiosa.  Here,  as  they  coasted  along,  on  the  tenth  of 
September  about  midnight,  they  saw  a  large  and  perfect 
rainbow  by  moonlight,  in  the  shape  and  bigness  of  those 
formed  more  commonly  by  the  sun,  though  in  colours  not 
80  various,  but  chiefly  inclining  to  a  pale  or  whitish  flame : 
this  made  the  generality  of  the  seamen  expect  some  extra- 
ordinary tempestuous  weather ;  but  it  fell  out,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  be  very  calm  and  hot  *>.    The  same  night  they  also 

^  This  ndDbow  by  the  light  of  the  season ;  yet  tells  us,  Aristotle  re- 
moon  is  the  rather  to  be  observed,  ports,  for  a  rarity,  that  in  his  time 
because  Pliny,  in  his  Natural  His-  there  was  a  nocturnal  rainbow  seen  ; 
lory,  speaking  of  meteors,  denies  bat,  withal,  that  it  could  only  be  at 
any  ndnbow  to  be  seen  but  opposite  the  full  of  the  moon.  Nevertheless, 
to  the  sun,  and  never  in  the  night-  in  these  parts,  they  are  verv  ordinary. 
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esfned,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  then  upon  the  border  of 
the  horizon,  some  sail  of  ships  gliding  towards  the  east  of 
Gratiosa;  at  which  Ralegh  hung  out  two  lights  for  his 
company  to  follow  him  in  chase  of  them ;  but  they  not  tak- 
ing his  course,  and  the  moon  being  soon  after  quite  sha- 
dowed and  intercepted  by  the  earth,  he  was  left  in  darkness 
and  solitude,  having  lost  all  aght  both  of  the  new-dis- 
covered ships,  and  those  of  his  own  company,  till,  in  the 
space  of  four  days  more,  a  leburely  breeze  of  wind  brought 
him,  afler  all  these  impediments,  to  the  rest  of  the  fleet, 
then  gathered  at  the  Isle  of  Flores. 

As  soon  as  Ralegh  had  descried  the  fleet,  he  took  hisJoiu 
bai^  and,  with  our  author  sir  Arthur  Gorges,  as  also****" 
some  other  of  the  officers  and  gentlemen  in  his  company, 
went  aboard  the  earl  of  Essex's  ship,  wiUi  whom  they  all 
dined;  and  "who  seemed,^  says  Gorges,  "to  be  the  joyfuUest 
"  man  living  for  our  arrival  ;*"  protesting,  that  "  he  never 
"  believed  we  would  leave  him,  although  divers  persuaded 
"  him  to  the  contrary ;''  and  acknowledged,  "  that  he  was 
"  sorry  for  a  letter  which  he  had  written,  by  Mr.  Robert 
"  Knolles,  into  England  agiunst  us'^;  promising  presently 


Id  •rell  whrn 


Hatful] 


a  \onger  tbai 
week  (fler  this  time,  Ralegh  aod  hia 
cotnpaay  obaerred  another  I  unary 
raiobow,  aa  they  rode  at  anchor  be- 
fore Plorea  ;  and  there  could  cot  be 
tiro  fall  moons  in  teTen  days,  which 
makei  it  [iiobable  these  isluiils  were 
Dot  known   to  the  Creekn  and  Ro- 

cicntly  obSBrred  by  them. 

*  Tbongb  sir  Arthur  Gorges  does  a 
little  farther  bolb  rrpeat  \he  (ending 
of  this  meassge  into  EngUnd,  as  if 
it  was,  in  TeryitroDg  termii.  against 
sir  Walter  Ralc^i  and  also  Easel's 
promise  (o  him,  that  he  would  now 
■end  another  of  recantation  ;  which 
promiae  giving  some  satisfaction  to 
Ralegh,  and  the  meassge  into  Eng- 
land being  perceptibly  sent  to  colon r 
over  the  diiappointmeat  of  his  [HO- 
miae  (o  the  queen  ;  "  wherefore  we 
"  itrOTe  the  lesa  to  publish  our  apo- 
"  logies,"BBya  Gorges,  "or  to  con- 


"  teat  with  a  man  of  Eaaex'a  [dace 
"  and  cndil ;  Init  left  him  to  hii 
"  best  excuse  and  our  apparent  is- 
"  nocence."  Yet  in  [he  copy  of  that 
message,  or  instnictlana  to  Mr. 
Knolles,  whicb  my  said  autlMr  ex- 
hibits verbatim,  this  absence  of  Ra- 
Icgh'a 


my)  i: 


any  fanit  or  contrivance  of  hii;  all 
the  words  that  eipreas  the  same 
being  these :  "  If  her  mtyesly  aak 
"  you,  wbj'  there  was  no  attempt 
■■  upon  the  fleet  at  Peroll  ?  yon  may 
"  say,  I  neither  bad  the  St.  Mat- 
"  thew,  tlie  principal  ship  f^  that 
"  eiecation,  nor  the  St.  Andrew,  till 
"  my  own  ship  was  almost  auok, 
>•  and  I  not  able  to  make  saU,  tUl 
"  air  Walter  Kalegfa  with  his  own 
"  ship,  the  Dreadnought,  and"  rery 
"  near  twenty  swl,  were  gone."  So 
that  the  messenger  waa  farther  in- 
Btrncted,  it  aeems,  to  expoand  tUa 
tS 
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^^  to  make  a  despatch  on  purpose,  contrary  to  the  former.^ 
Further,  when  Essex  had  fully  satisfied  himself,  that  ail 
the  transports  and  victuallers  which  returned  with  Ralegh 
had  not  been  inveigled  away   by   him;   and  how  con- 
roendably  he  had  thus  drawn  them  to  the  islands,  against 
their  inclinations,  being,  most  of  them,  in  great  distress ;  he 
opened  himself  to  him  in  a  very  amicable  and  conMnunica- 
Uve  manner.     He  told  him,  *^  how  he  had  spent  the  time 
*^  of  their  separation  wholly  in  ranging  the  seas  to  nMel 
^<  with  the  adelantado  ;^  he  acquainted   him   with    *^  the 
^^  many  conjectures  and  surmises  that  had  been  vented  of 
^*  his  absence,  and  withal  named  to  him  some   of  those 
men  who  had  taxed  him  secretly  with  strange  reports, 
yet  pretended  to  love  him ;  which  he  protested  he  never 
*^  believed,  but  thereby  the  better  observed  their  scandakms 
*^  and  cankered  dispositions."'*    In  this  manner  did  the  earl 
of  Essex  receive  and  welcome  sir  Walter  Balegh  with  the 
greatest  kindness  and  familiarity,  as  well  as  all  the  gentle- 
men of  his  company ;  to  the  great  dislike  and  heartburn- 
ing  of  some,  who  much  envied  that  liking,  which,  of  his 
[ow  mach  own  disposition,  Essex  bore  to  Ralegh :  ^^  for  though  the 
rt««naed  by  ^  ^^^^  j^^  many  doubts  and  jealousies  buzzed  into  his  ears 
^*  against  him ;  yet  I  have  often  observed,^  says  Gorges, 
**  that  both  in  his  greatest  actions  of  service,  and  in  the 
^^  times  of  his  chiefest  recreations,  he  would  ever  accept  of 
^^  his  counsel  and  company,  before  many  others  who  thought 
**  themselves  more  in  his  favour.*"     It  is  true,  the  earl,  of 
his  own  unperverted  nature,  was  a  man  prone  to  gracious 
and  generous  principles;  but  no  less  easily  blown  up  to 
prejudice  and  indignation  against  his  real  friends,  by  his 
pretended  ones;  whence  we  may  conceive,  as  sir  Arthur 
Grorges  has  well  observed,  upon  ^ving  an  instance  of  his 
moderation  and  bounty  to  some  of  these  islanders,  ^^  though 

part  of  his  message  to  Ralegh's  dis-  were  all  met  again,  and  had  been 

adTantage,  by  word  of  mouth ;  for  fortneriy  ««  serered  by  roisfbrtunes 

this  snppoaittou  will  render  Essex's  **  only,  and  not  by  any  wilfol  de- 

promise  n>  Ralegh  requisite,  of  send-  <«  faalt  in  the  rear-admiral,  as  was 

ing  anotbtr  advertisement  bow  they  **  doubted." 
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"  he  was  endowed  with  many  good  gifts,  how  it  came  to 
<^  pass,  that  he  at  last  failed  in  the  use  of  them."^ 

Here,  as  they  lay  before  the  isle  of  Flores,  they  held  a 
council  of  war,  to  conquer  and  possess,  or  lay  waste  some  of 
these  islands ;  they  being  the  chief  places  of  retreat  and  re- 
freshment for  the  king  of  Spain's  Indian  fleets,  by  the  trea- 
sures whereof  his  boundless  ambition  so  much  disturbed 
and  tyrannized  over  Eiurope.  In  this  council,  the  admirals 
and  commanders  had  their  charge  allotted,  after  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  Essex  and  Ralegh  were  to  undertake  the  The  enter- 
island  of  Fayall ;  the  lord  Thomas  Howard  and  sir  Francis SJttedhim 
Vere  were  to  secure  Gratiosa;  the  lord  Mountjoy  and  [^r*n<*B«»e^ 
Christopher  Blunt  were  to  attempt  St.  Michael's ;  and  the 
Netherland  squadron  was  quartered  to  Pike  ^,  where  grew 
the  greatest  store  of  wines,  therefore  presumed  no  unwel- 
come portion  to  them.  And  these  places  were  the  first  re- 
solved upon,  that  they  might  afterwards  attack  the  Tercera 
itself;  for  Ralegh'^s  arrival,  contrary  to  all  men's  expec- 
taticms,  and  many  men's  hopes,  gave  their  resolution  upon 
this  stronger  island  a  second  life ;  but  it  was  first  thought 
expedient  to  strengthen  and  supply  themselves  with  what- 
soever those  weaker  ones  would  afford :  and  to  this  end  the 
fleet  was  divided  into  foiu*  squadrons. 

But  Ralegh'^s  mariners  having  obtained  leave  to  go  ashore 
at  Flores,  to  water  and  furnish  themselves  with  such  other 
necessaries  as  they  wanted ;  while  he  himself,  attended  by 
several  other  of  the  commanders  and  gentlemen,  walked  a 
mile  or  two  into  the  island,  to  stretch  their  legs  and  refresh 
themselves,  where  they  all  dined  in  a  little  village,  the 
bare-legged  governor  having  caused  such  fare  to  be  lm)ught 
them  as  the  country  afforded,  which  they  very  honourably 


^  Sir  Francis  Vere,  and  Camden, 
misled  by  the  MS.  of  his  Commen- 
taries,  infonn  oh,  **  The  general  only, 
"  with  Ilia  squadron,  was  to  go  to 
*<  Fayall ;  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
"  with  his,  either  to  the  Pike  or  St. 
'*  George's  island."  But  it  seems  not 
likely,  that  Ralegh  should  have  a 
command  in  chief,  which  be  might 


execute,  with  approbation  of  the 
council,  in  one  place;  yet  incur  all 
their  displeasure,  by  usurping  that  of 
the  general  in  anotiier.  Bat  the  dis- 
advantageous represeutaticD  which 
Vere  has  given  of  Rakgh,  in  the  sf- 
quel  of  this  acUon,  may  pret^  well 
direct  us  how  we  shoidd  credit  mi  in- 
trodttctioa  to  it. 

T  4 
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paid  for,  without  offering  them  the  least  injury ;  because 
the  earl  had  before  given  them  an  indemnity,  under  his 
own  hand,  from  all  manner  of  violence :  when  Essex,  im- 
patient to  be  in  action,  all  of  a  sudden,  and  before  the 
sailors  could  get  their  casks  of  fresh  water  aboard,  sent,  on 
the  16th  of  September,  captain  Arthur  Champemon  to  tell 
them,  ^^  That  the  general  was  borne  up  for  Fayall,  meaning 
"  presently  to  take  it  in,  therefore  required  them  to  fol- 
^*  low  him  instantly ;  and  though  they  should  not  overtake 
^^  him,  yet  to  find  him  there  as  soon  as  they  could,  and 
"  there  they  might  supply  their  wants.*"    Hereupon  they 
hastened  away,  with  all  the  sail  they  could  make,  after 
QMS  the    him ;  but  no  general  could  they  overtake.    The  next  morn- 
ing they  got  sight  of  Fayall,  and   missed  of  Essex   also 
there,  to  their  great  dissatisfaction,  he  being  six  leagues 
nearer  that  island  when  he  sent  for  them,  and  set  sail  thithar 
six  or  eight  hours  before  them. 
rrivM  at        Being  entered  the  road,  they  beheld  before  them  a  very 
^^^'       fine  town,  pleasantly  seated  along  the  shore ;  from  whence 
the  people,  upon  sight  of  their  ships,  began  to  pack  away 
both  bag  and  baggage :  their  friars,  nuns,  other  women  and 
children,  they  also  sent  away  in  carts  and  carriages :  so  con- 
tinued transporting  all  up  into  the  country  for  two  days  to- 
gether.    There  was  besides  a  strong  fort  at  one  end  of  the 
town,  and  another  on  the  top  of  a  very  high  mountain  near 
adjoining,  by  nature  very  inaccessible,  and  artificially  fenced 
with  flankers,  rampiers,  and  a  ditch ;  also  six  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  two  hundred  Spaniards  in  garrison ;  not  reckon- 
ing others  quartered  about  the  island.     They  fired  upon 
Ralegh^s  ships  as  he  anchored  in  the  road,  though  without 
much  damage,  and  set  a  great  red  standard  up  in  defiance 
before  his  eyes.     They  sent  moreover  six  companies  with 
their  colours  to  intrench  upon  the  shore,  in  order  to  oppose 
his  landing.     However  Ralegh,  in  his  barge,  accompanied 
with   sir  Arthur  Grorges,  and   captain   William  Morgan, 
rowed  close  along  the  shore-side,  and  by  the  high  fort  to- 
wards the  town,  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  most  proper 
place  for  making  a  descent  when  Essex  should  arrive ;  from 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH. 


981 


war. 


whence  they  were  saluted  with  divers  musket  shot,  which 
they  very  fortunately  escaped,  having  with  them  neither 
targets  nor  armour  for  their  safeguard. 

Upon  these  provocations,  and  the  want  they  grew  in  of 
those  necessaries,  wherewith  they  were  both  lately  hurried 
from  accommodating  themselves,  and  promised  they  should 
be  supplied  here ;  Ralegh  called  a  council  of  the  captains  CaUt  a 
and  officers,  to  consult  about  taking  of  the  town,  if  Essex  "*°°^  ^ 
arrived  not ;  thinking  it  a  shame  to  forbear  so  fair  a  prize, 
so  near  at  hand,  till  they  had  carried  all  off ;  especially  since 
the  enemy  had  begun  the  war  upon  them,  and  so  proudly 
dared  them  to  their  own  defence.    Further,  these  bravadoes, 
with  the  hopes  of  wealth  in  this  goodly  town,  and  the  ran^- 
som  of  houses  and  prisoners,  made  all  the  mariners  and  sol- 
diers not  only  ready  to  mutiny  that  they  were  so  long  re- 
strained, but  reflect  on  their  commanders,  as  if  this  for- 
bearance was  the  effect  only  of  their  fear.     And  what  made 
them  the  more  eager  was,  that  they  saw  no  likelihood  of 
other  benefit  by  this  voyage  than  what  was  thus  to  be 
gotten  ashore.     Notwithstanding  these  murmurs,  and  that 
they  heard  no  news  of  Essex  in  two  days,  the  council  was 
divided ;  and  some  of  the  captains  who  were  his  most  flat^ 
tering  and  servile  dependants,  as  sir  Guilly  Merrick  c,  sir 
Nicholas  Parker,  and  others,  were  by  no  means  for  landing 
without  his  knowledge ;  but  Ralegh,  with  sir  W.  Brook, 
sir  A.  Gorges,  sir  W.  Harvey,  and  many  other  commanders 
and  gentlemen  of  his  own  squadron,  were  of  a  contrary 
opinion ;  judging  the  general  would  repute  them  idlers  and 
cowards  to  lie  so  long  before  so  good  a  town  with  so  many 
ships  and  men,  and  do  nothing,  but  let  them  convey  away 
their  effects.     This  was  the  general  voice  both  of  the  land 
and  sea-forces ;  yet  the  violent  persuasions  of  Merrick  did 


*  This  Gailly  Merrick  of  Hauscard 
in  Pembrokeshire,  the  son  of  Row- 
land  Merrick,  bishop  of  Bangor,  who 
died  1566,  was  knighted  by  Essex 
at  the  sack  of  Cadiz,  and  one  of  his 
creatures  and  evil  counsellors,  as 
Camden   has  observed.    Insomuch, 


as  having  been  a  busy  promoter  and 
partaker  of  the  said  earl's  treasons, 
he  received  the  reward  which  b 
richly  due  to  all  such  like  fomeuten 
of  great  men's  pride,  passions,  and 
prejudices,  between  three  and  four 
yeari  after  this  time,  at  Tyburn. 
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90  prevail,  that  they  agreed  to  delay  the  enterprise  one  day 
longer ;  when,  if  the  earl  did  not  come,  they  all  agreed  to 
land  together. 

Now,  the  wind  tacking  about,  somewhat  un6t  for  the 
road  they  lay  in,  Ralegh,  and  divers  of  his  squadron,  with 
many  other  of  the  ships  after  him,  weighed,  and  coasted 
about  the  point  to  the  north-west  side  of  the  island,  some 
four  miles  further  from  the  town  than  they  were  befofe, 
and  there  let  fall  their  anchors,  being  a  better  road  than 
the  first,  as  the  wind  sat :  but  Merrick,  with  some  five  or 
six  ships  of  his  consorts,  would  not  advance  with  them. 
They  were  now  in  the  fourth  day  of  their  arrival  b^ore 
FayaU,  and  no  general  appeared ;  but  the  prospect  of  a 
most  inviting  country,  full  of  little  villages  and  Aruitful 
fields,  which  sharpened  the  general  desire  of  landing,  to 
supply  their  want  of  victuals,  and  especially  of  water,  who^e- 
with  they  had  not  been  recruited  since  their  first  settii^  out 
from  Plymouth ;  therefore,  by  agreement,  they  manned  out 
a  barge,  a  long-boat  and  pinnace,  with  threescore  muskets 
and  forty  pikes,  rather  to  guard  themselves  in  watering, 
than  in  expectation  of  any  encounter  from  the  town  or  forts 
on  the  other  side  of  the  island.  But  they  were  no  sooner 
ready  to  put  off  from  the  ships,  than  they  discovered  six 
enagns  of  foot,  and  some  dozen  horsemen,  marching  down 
speedily  from  the  town  and  forts  to  meet  them ;  and  made 
such  haste,  that  they  soon  possessed  the  trenches  towards 
the  shore  where  the  English  lay,  and  where,  with  brandish- 
ing swords  and  waving  colours,  they  stood  daring  them  to 
a  rencounter.  Hereupon  Ralegh  found  it  necessary  to  aug^ 
ment  his  force,  which  Brook,  Harvey,  and  other  sea-officers, 
readily  supplied,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  nxty 
men  more.  Then  said  Ralegh  to  them,  ^^  seeing  these 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  are  so  gallant  to  seek  or  fol- 
low, and  keep  us  from  watering,  we  will  try  our  fortunes 
"  with  them,  and  either  win  our  landing  or  gain  a  beating.*" 
As  Ralegh  then  rowed  along  by  his  ships,  he  was  greeted 
by  Bret,  Sidney,  White,  Berry,  and  other  captains  of  the 
Low  Country  soldiers,  who  called  out,  and  advised   him 
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^^  to  take  them  and  some  of  their  companies  with  him ;  for^ 
if  he  ventured  to  make  the  shore  only  with  mariners  and 
bis  own  attendants,  without  their  land-soldiers,  he  might 
receive  a  discreditable  repulse.^  But  Ralegh  excused 
himself,  sajang,  **  he  did  not  know  for  what  service  the  earl 
^^  might  design  them ;  therefore  was  resolved,  with  his  own 
*^  company,  to  make  the  descent,  and  then  should  send  for 
their  recruits;  by  which  he  would  undertake  to  lodge 
them  that  night  in  the  town,  and  the  next  in  the  forts: 
besides,  he  was  willing  to  make  the  attempt  with  those  of 
his  own  squadron,  that  neither  the  general  nor  his  traid 
*^  should  have  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  them  for  undertaking 
*^  that  in  the  face  of  their  enemies,  which  they  durst  not  of 
**  themselves  follow  and  perform.'' 

Then  Ralegh,  having  thus  a  party  of  two  hundred  and  Hit  d«B- 
threescore  men,  not  half  the  number  of  the  enemy,  made^'JJ^ 
forward ;   and  while  -some  ordnance,  he  had  judiciously 
placed  before  him  in  pinnaces,  as  close  along  the  shore  as 
they  could  lie,  were  beating  upon  their  trenches,  he  rushed 
through  or  under  them  as  fast  as  his  oars  could  ply  to  the 
landing-place ;  which  was  guarded  first  with  a  mighty  ledge 
of  rocks,  some  forty  paces  long  into  the  sea,  and  afterwards 
trenched  and  flanked  with  earth  and  stone,  having  only  a 
narrow  lane  between  two  walls  left  for  their  entrance.     But 
now,  as  they  approached  still  nearer  to  the  shore,  the  ene- 
my's shot  flew  down  so  thick  among  them,  that  not  only  se- 
veral of  the  common  men,  but  of  those  who  would  before 
have  passed  for  very  forward  and  valiant  leaders,  were 
much  dismayed;   insomuch   that  Ralegh,  who  most  glo-Aodtape- 
riously  approved  himself  no  less  their  chief  in  courage,  than  ™|^**'*" 
he  was  in  command,  did  not  spare  openly  to  rebuke  them 
aloud  with  many  reproachful  words.     At  last,  when  he  saw 
them  still  linger,  through  consternation,  as  much  to  their 
danger  as  their  disgrace,  he  commanded,  with  a  loud  v(Moe, 
his  watermen  to  row  his  own  barge  full  upon  the  rocks,  and 
bade  as  many  as  were  not  afraid,  to  follow  him.    Hereat 
sbme  boats  rati  in  with  us,  8ays  my  author,  and  out  of 
diem  were  landed  Mr.  Garrett,  then  a  penmoner,  afterwards 
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earl  of  Kildare,  sir  W.  Brook,  sir  W.  Harvey,  sir  John 
Scott,  captain  Henry  Thynne,  captain  White,  captain  Ar- 
thur Radford,  captain  W.  Morgan,  Mr.  Duke  Brook,  Mr. 
Thomas  Rudgeway,  Mr.  Walter  Chute,  Mr.  Henry  Allen, 
Ciimbtthe  jfr.  Charles  Mackart,  and  divers  other  gentlemen.  So, 
clambering  over  the  rocks,  and  wading  through  the  water, 
he  made  his  way  pellmell  through  all  their  fire,  with  shot, 
pike,  and  sword,  up  to  the  narrow  entrance ;  where  he  so 
resolutely  pursued  his  assault,  that  the  enemy,  after  a  short 
resistance,  gave  ground;  and,  when  they  saw  his  forces 
press  faster  and  thicker  upon  them,  suddenly  retiring,  they 
cast  away  their  weapons,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  hills 
and  woods.  The  like  also  did  those  who  were  intrenched 
higher:  and  thus  did  he  win  this  difficult  and  dangerous 
landing,  together  with  the  trenches  of  the  enemy.  A  few 
of  his  men  indeed  were  drowned  and  slain,  more  hurt,  and 
a  couple  of  long-boats  sunk ;  yet  was  not  his  loss  so  consi- 
derable as  to  detract  from  the  justice  of  those  congratula- 
tions which  were  paid  him  by  the  officers  of  the  LfOw 
Country  forces,  when,  with  some  of  their  companies,  they 
arrived  upon  the  island,  and  found  the  footing  he  had  won 
so  strongly  fortified  and  guarded. 

Ralegh,  thus  recruited,  being  now  near  five  hundred 
strong,  thought  best  to  go  through  with  the  matter,  and 
prepare  the  town  in  readiness  for  Essex.  Therefore,  he  ap- 
pointed Bret  to  the  office  of  sergeant-major,  directed  the  other 
captains  to  advance  their  colours,  marshal  the  companies, 
and  so,  in  order,  marched  to  the  town,  about  four  miles 
distant  from  the  landing-place.  In  their  passage  divers  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  before  braved  them  with  the  greatest 
insolence,  came  with  white  napkins  at  the  end  of  staves, 
and  voluntarily  abased  themselves  to  offices  of  the  greatest 
servility.  There  was  indeed  a  way,  two  miles  about,  by 
which  they  might  have  passed  to  the  town,  and  avoided  the 
high  fort  where  the  Spaniards  lay  in  garrison.  But  Ra- 
legh, considering  the  trouble  of  their  march,  the  sultry  heat 
of  the  weather,  the  hazards  of  delay,  and,  above  all,  the  ne- 
cesaty  they  were  under  of  immediate  supplies,  took  the 
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shortest  course ;  resolving  to  bring  fort  and  town  all  into 
one  day's  work.  Thus,  at  the  head  of  about  forty  gentie>Mvcheit<i 
men  of  the  best  rank,  Ralegh  led  on  the  companies  in  a  IJl '''''' 
gentle  r^;ular  manner,  full  in  the  face  of  the  fort,  having 
only  his  leading  staff  in  his  hand,  and  no  other  armour  on 
but  his  collar,  for  which  he  was  somewhat  censured  by  his 
friends ;  for,  when  they  came  within  reach  of  the  fort,  they 
were  shrewdly  encountered  with  several  fierce  stonns  of 
great  and  small  shot,  which  came  thundering  down  upon 
them  from  all  parts  of  it,  wounding  several ',  killing  s<Hne, 
and  putting  most  of  his  men  into  disorder :  insomuch  that 
Ralegh  himself,  with  his  little  vanguard,  was  no  sooner 
passed,  and  entered  under  the  covert  of  their  trenches  and 
barricadoes  at  the  declivity  of  a  little  hill,  but  the  rest,  com- 
poang  the  main  body  of  his  forces,  which,  till  now  that 
they  found  themselves  under  the  mercy  of  the  enemy's  fire, 
advanced  in  good  order,  begun  to  break  their  ranks,  and, 
£rom  marching,  fell  to  running  on  in  a  straggling  and  coa- 
fused  manner,  till  they  were  under  the  walls  and  trenches 
almost  as  soon  as  their  leader,  who  came  some  twelve-score 
yards  before  them  in  a  steady  and  deliberate  march,  Ra- 
legh was  somewhat  moved  to  see  this  tumultuous  and  ti- 
morous course;  and  more,  to  think  that  the  enemy  saw 
themselves  were  the  occasion  of  it;  therefore  he  cried  out 
to  Bret,  Berry,  and  other  captains,  demanding,  "  If  these 
"  were  the  men  that  should  have  done  him  such  service  in 
**  landing,  and  saved  him  from  dishonour  ?  or  this  the 
**  manner  of  their  Low  Country  troops,  to  shew  such  base 
"  cowardice  at  the  first  Mght  of  an  enemy,  and  at  the  mus- 

'  Among  the  resi,  there  vis  oue  hii  akin; — tbauki  to  the  buckle  Ihat 

captun   WiUiam    Morgnn,    ■    bruve  joiuL-d   his  girdle  ;   deiervinft  to   be 

old  soldier,  in  ttiis  marcb ;  who,  be-  repoaited   ■iiioug   those  Iropbies  iu 

inf  reproved  by  our  author,  air  A.  the   temple  of  Man,  which  witoeis 

Oorgtt,  for  comiug  to  the  field  only  he  want!   not  one   brother-wldirT*! 

in   bis   doublet    and    Imse,    without  impenetrable   niit  of  mail,  uor   tbe 

"  TbM    hia    Besb  wai    of    lauaket.  encounter  hia  enemy  behind  tlie  cur- 

"  proof."  Immediately  aflrr,  a  mus-  tains  only  of  a  pair  of  proverbs,  at- 

ket  ball  struck  him  pointblank  upon  testing  hov  little  armour  will  soBlee 

bis  belly,  and,  with  the  force  of  its  that  ii  well  placed,  and  bow  nncb 

own  blow,  fell  flat  at  his  feet,  leav-  fortune  Tsrourt  tbe  bold, 
ing  only  a  black  spot  or  bniiie  upon 
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"  ket  shot,  so  far  off  from  a  fort  ?^  The  captains,  who  were 
themselves  brave  enough,  knowing  the  truth  would  be  the 
best  apology,  answered,  ^^  That  these  companies  who  had 
**  behaved  themselves  with  such  irresolution,  were  indeed 
*<  men  taken  out  c^  Flushing  and  Brill,  the  cautionary 
**  towns ;  so  were  raw  soldiers,  who  had  ever  lived  in  a  safe 
*'  garrison,  and  seldom  or  never  seen  an  enemy,  or  en- 
"  countered  with  shot  in  the  field.*" 

Being  thus  got  under  covert  of  the  trenches  and  walls 
which  the  Spaniards  had  abandoned,  and  retired  to  their 
fortifications  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  Ralegh  commanded 
captain  Bret  to  appoint  a  sergeant  or  two,  with  a  few  shot, 
to  go  view  and  discover  the  way  to  the  town,  which,  in 
many  places,  lay  open,  as  well  to  the  high  fort  here  in  the 
way  towards  it,  as  to  the  other  fort  at  the  end  thereof: 
and  where  the  ways  were  fenced,  they  were  still  mo0e 
dangerous;  it  being  with  low-piled  walls  of  loose  ragged 
stones,  which  Ralegh  justly  suspected  would  increase, 
rather  than  obstruct  the  mischiefs  of  their  enemy^s  artillery. 
Bret  brought  word  of  a  general  unwillingness  in  the  lieu-r 
tenants  and  sergeants  to  undertake  this  discovery,  so  much 
under  the  command  of  the  fort  and  hill;  and  that  the 
troops  were  rather  desirous  of  slipping  by,  in  the  most 
hasty,  dispersed,  and  unobserved  manner  they  could ;  which 
Ralegh  would  by  no  means  suffer,  through  consideration  of 
their  safety,  without  urging  the  regard  he  had  to  their  cre- 
dit in  this  enterprise ;  for  being  by  this  time  well  informed 
the  island  could  raise  a  thousand  armed  men,  and  rc^a- 
sonably  believing  they  would  gather  their  greatest  strength 
for  the  defence  of  their  best  town,  towards  which  he  was 
now  marching,  he  concluded  they  would  have  it  more  in 
their  power  to  defeat  him,  advancing  in  little  disorderly  and 
scattered  parties,  than  in  a  regular  united  body.  Bret  did 
make  some  offer  himself  to  go  and  survey  these  passages, 
if  he  should  be  expressly  commanded ;  but  indeed  it  was 
found  he  could  not  be  wanted  or  spared  among  his  own 
raw  and  unexperienced  troops. 

When  Ralegh,  therefore,  saw  all  men  so  scrupulous  of 
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this  undertaking,  and  especially  those  garrison-soldiers,  he 
told  them,  ^*  That  he  would  not  offer  that  to  any  man  which 
^*  he  would  himself  refuse :  that  though  it  were  not  the 
duty  and  office  of  a  chief  commander  to  undergo  so  ordi- 
nary a  service,  but  what  duly  appertained  to  the  inferior 
*^  officers  and  soldiers ;  and,  notwithstanding,^  said  he.  Hit  uDgu- 
**  that  I  could  therefore  enforce  others  to  do  it,  they  shall  **' ^*'*'*"^* 
^^  well  perceive  that  I  myself  will  do  that  which  they  dare 
not  attempt ;  wherein  I  am  ashamed  on  their  behalf,  thst 
our  general  and  we  are  all  thus  abused  in  our  opinion  of 
**  these  Low  Country  soldiers.*"  Then  he  called  for  his 
cuiniss  and  his  cask,  and  said,  ^^  he  would  both  go  view  the 
way  for  them,  which  they  made  so  nice  of,  as  also  the 
passages  and  ascents  to  the  hill-top ;  and,  as  well  as  he 
could,  observe  the  strength  and  fortifications  thereof,  for 
**  thdr  better  direction  the  next  morning.^  Hereupon  cap- 
tain Berry  was  v^y  ready  to  go,  ^^ond  earnestly  desired 
me,^  says  our  author,  *^  to  divert  our  rear-admiral  from 
undertaking  it ;  and  I  thereupon,^  continues  he,  ^^  did 
openly  dissuade  him,  who  commanded  in  chief,  from 
putting  his  own  person  to  these  inferior  offices  of  hazard, 
**  fitter  for  a  lieutenant  or  sergeant,  than  himself,  to  per- 
form ;  knowing  that  all  the  direction,  as  well  of  those 
troops,  as  also  of  a  whole  squadron  of  the  navy,  did,  at 
that  time,  only  rest  upon  him,  in  the  absence  of  the  ad- 
miral and  vice-admiral.  Notwithstanding,  he  was  obsti- 
**  nate  therein ;  as  well  in  scorn  of  those  who  had  refused, 
**  as  also  indeed  out  of  a  desire  to  be  better  informed  of 
**  the  strength  and  fortifications  of  the  high  fort  When  I 
^^  saw  him  resolved,  I  told  him  that  I  would,  out  of  the 
love  of  a  kinsman  in  particular,  and  also  out  of  an  honest 
regard,  take  such  part  as  he  did,  from  whom  I  had  re- 
ceived many  kind  favours,  and  accompany  him ;  but  not 
out  of  any  great  desire  I  had  to  go  about  a  piece  of  work, 
which  consisted  of  much  danger,  and  little  honour  in  the 
performance.  He  thanked  me  for  my  offer,  but  yet 
wished  me  not  to  go,  if  it  were  against  my  will :  notwith- 
standing, I  accompanied  him,  and  so  did  some  eight  or 
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"  ten  more  of  our  servants  and  followers.  But  I  say  truly, 
^^  and  so  afterwards  it  was  much  spoken  of,  that  there  was 
*^  not  any  one  more  of  quality  that  did  accompany  him  in 
^*  that  business."^ 
Hit  despe-  In  this  manner,  and  with  this  number,  did  Ralegh  in  per- 
y^^  son  go ;  the  only  one,  it  seems,  who  despaired  not  of  suc- 

cess, to  discover  the  ascents  to  the  hill ;  the  cannon-shot  of 
the  enemy,  and  thereby  the  stones  of  the  battered  walls, 
flying  on  every  side  thick  about  him  all  the  while.  He 
still  proceeded,  with  an  undaunted  pace,  to  compass  this 
knowledge  of  the  safest  way  by  which  he  was  to  lead  the 
rest,  though  he  perceived  wounds  and  death  dealt  on  ^ther 
hand,  and  his  own  danger  at  every  step  more  unavoidable. 
Some  of  his  company,  in  the  march,  were  hurt,  and  two 
had  their  heads  taken  from  their  shoulders;  sir  Arthur 
Gorges  had  his  left  leg  shot  through  with  a  musket  ball, 
who,  without  remembering  any  pain  it  gave  him,  observes, 
the  bullet  burnt  both  his  silk  stocking  and  buskin,  as  if 
they  had  been  singed  with  a  hot  iron.  **  I  was  then  hard 
And  narrow  «<  by  the  rear-admiral,^  continues  he,  "  who  also  was  shot 
**  through  the  breeches  and  doublet-sleeves  in  two  or  three 
^^  places.  And  still  they  plied  us  so  fast  with  small  shot, 
'^  that,  as  I  well  remember,  he  wished  me  to  put  off  a  large 
**  red  scarf  which  I  then  wore ;  being,  as  he  said,  a  verj' 
"  fair  mark  for  them.  But  I,  not  willing  to  do  the  Span- 
^*  iards  so  much  honour  at  that  time,  though  I  could  have 
**  wished  it  had  not  been  on,  answered  the  rear-admiral 
*^  again,  that  his  white  scarf  was  as  eminent  as  my  red ; 
**  and  therefore  I  would  now  follow  his  example.*" 

Having,  by  this  time,  made  a  sufficient  discovery,  both 
of  the  way  for  his  troops  to  pass,  as  also  of  the  avenues  to 
the  high  fort  on  the  mountain,  which  he  intended  to  at- 
tempt, after  he  had  secured  the  town ;  captain  Berry,  with 
Alien,  and  some  others,  advanced  to  him.  Hereupon  he 
sent  some  guides  to  captain  Bret,  with  orders  for  him  also 
to  march  up  with  the  companies,  that  they  might  unite  be- 
fore they  came  to  the  town,  because  he  there  expected  an 
engagement,  or  at  least  some  sally  out  of  the  fort  at  the 
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«id  thereof,  which  they  must  needs  pass  before  they  could 
get  at  the  town ;  and  which  seemed  to  threaten  re^stance, 
being  a  very  fine  fortification,  all  of  stone-work,  with  cur- 
tain, flankers,  and  ditch,  very  artificially  cast.  But  imme- 
diately upon  Ralegh's  approach  with  the  body  of  his  men, 
the  Spaniards,  it  seems,  abandoned  it ;  for  when  he  entered 
it,  he  found  they  were  newly  departed.  In  like  manner,  asEoti 
he  marched  on,  he  found  the  inhabitants  had  also  forsaken 
the  town,  and  left  him  in  possession  of  it,  with  such  wares 
and  stores  as  could  not  suddenly  be  removed.  Thus, 
though  with  much  danger  indeed,  and  some  loss  of  about 
half  a  score  men,  with  the  hurt  of  little  above  double  that 
number,  Ralegh  made  himself  master,  in  effect,  of  the  wh<^ 
island ;  which  supplied  him,  from  his  own  experience,  with 
an  example  to  confirm  the  asserdon  he  afterwards  took  oc- 
cauon  to  maint^n,  and  which  we  have  in  part  touched 
upon  before ;  alle^ng,  "  That  a  country  cannot  prevent 
"  an  enemy's  fleet  from  landing  its  army,  without  as  good  a 
"  fleet  to  oppose  its."    And  this  example,  in  his  own  sum- 


t  "  The  difficult  landing:  of  our 
"  Engliih,"  n.yt  Ralegh,  "  BtFafil, 
'*  Id  the  year  1597,  n  alleged  igaiuit 
"  tluB :  wbich  example  morei  me  no 
"  wa^  to  tlunk  (bat  ■  lai^  coaat 
"  may  be  defended  against  a  strong 
"  Beet.  I  landed  thoK  Engliib  in 
"  Tayal  myself;  and  therefore  ought 
"  to  take  notice  of  this  instinre. 
"  There  irere  indeed  aome  in  that 
"  myage  vho  tdrised  me  not  to  an- 
■•  dertAe  It,  and  I  hearkened  to 
"  tbem  ROmewhat  longer  than  wai 
"reqaisle;  eipecially  wbilat  tbey 
"  deaired  me  to  merre  the  title  of 
"  aoch  as  eiploit,  tboiigb  it  were 
"  not  great,  for  a  greater  person. 
"  Bnt  •rben  they  began  to  tell  me  of 
"  diflcully,  I  gafe  them  to  nnder- 
"  aUnd  the  Mme  which  I  now  main- 
"  tain,  that  it  were  more  difficult  to 
"  defend  a  coast  than  to  invade  it. 
"  The  truth  la,  that  I  could  have 
"  landed  my  men  with  more  ease 
"  than  I  did ;  yea,  nithoiil  finding 
"  any  reaiatance,  if  I  would  have 
"  rowed  to  another  place;  yea,  eren 
"  there  where  [  landed,  if  1  would 
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'  have  taken  more  company  to  help 
'  me.  Bnt,  without  fearing  any 
'  imputation  of  rashnrsa,  I  mny  aay, 
I  had  more  regard  of  repntaSon 
'  in  that  bniinesa  than  iafely :  for 
'  I  thought  it  belonging  to  Oie  bo- 


r   of  0 


few  ialanders  ahould  not 
'  think  any  advantage  great  enough 
'  againit  a  fleet  set  forth  by  queen 
'  Elizabeth.  And  further,  I  waa 
unirilling  that  some  Low  Country 
'  captains,  and  others,  not  uf  my 
own  squadron,  whoae  asaistance  I 
had  refused,  idionld  pleaM  Uiein- 
selvea  witha  sweet  conceit,  (tliongh 
it  would  have  been  short,  when  I 
had  landed  in  some  other  place,) 
that,  for  want  of  their  help,  I  waa 
driven  to  turn  tail.  Tberetbre  1 
look  with  me  none  but  men  as- 
snreii,  commandrra  of  my  owo 
aqnadrop,  with  some  of  their  fol- 
lowers, and  a  few  otlier  genUemeu 
volunteers,  wlmio  I  could  not  re- 
fuse; as,  sir  W.  Brook,  ur  W. 
Harvey,  sir  A.  Gorgei,  «r  John 
Scott,  ait  Thomaa  Ridgeway,  kx 
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mary  account,  we  have  here  subjoined,  as  what  may  give 
the  reader  a  double  satisfaction,  both  in  confirming  the  ve- 
racity of  that  which  has  been  here  extracted  thereof  from 
sir  Arthur  Gorges,  and  adding  to  the  many  other  instances 
of  Ralegh's  modesty  and  restriction,  who  could,  in  the  re- 
dtal  of  this  action,  be  so  much  less  parUcular  in  the  brave 
steps  he  took  to  this  victory,  with  the  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties he  surmounted  by  sea  and  land,  than  that  honouraUe 
historian  has  been,  who  was  a  witness  of  them. 

This  town,  of  which  Ralegh  was  thus  possessed,  was 
called  Villa  Dorta,  as  I  find  in  Linschoten ;  who  also  in- 
forms us,  the  people  were  mostly  of  the  Dutch  offspring, 
yet  using  the  Portuguese  language.  Others,  who  likewise 
describe  it,  reckon  that  it  contained,  even  some  years  beforo 
this  time,  at  least  five  hundred  houses,  built  all  of  stone, 
with  tiled  roofs,  and  disposed  into  fine  streets;  besides  a 
handsome  church,  nunnery,  and  friary;  interspersed  with 
many  pleasant  gardens  of  delicate  fruits,  and  wells  of  fresh 


**  Henry  Thynne,  sir  Charles  Mor- 
*'  gan,  sir  Wat.  Chute,  Marcellus 
**  ThrogmortOD,  captain  Laurence 
**  Keymis,  captain  William  Morgan, 
**  and  others ;  such  as  well  under- 
**  stood  themselves  and  the  enemy ; 
**  by  whose  help,  with  God's  favour, 
**  I  made  good  the  enterprise  I  un- 
**  dertook.  As  for  the  working  of 
*<  the  sea,  the  steepness  of  the  cUffs, 
'<  and  other  troubles,  that  were  not 
"  new  to  us,  we  overcame  them  well 
«  enough.  And  these,  notwithstand- 
*'  ing,  made  five  or  six  companies  of 
**  the  enemy,  who  sought  to  impeach 
'*  our  landing,  abandon  the  wall 
'<  where  their  musketeers  lay  on  the 
**  rest  for  us,  and  won  the  place  of 
*'  them  without  any  great  loss.  1liis 
*'  I  could  have  done  with  less  danger, 
**  so  that  it  should  not  have  served 
**  for  example  of  a  rule  that  failed 
'*  even  in  this  example.  But  the 
"  reasons  before  alleg^,  together 
*'  with  other  reasons  well  known  to 
"  the  gentlemen  above  named,  though 
**  more  private  than  to  be  faiere  laid 
**  down,  made  me  rather  follow  the 
<'  way  of  bravery,  and  take  the 
**  shortest  course ;  having  it  still  in 
<<  my  own  power  to  fall  off  when  I 


"  should  think  it  meet  It  is  easily 
*'  said,  the  enemy  was  more  than  a 
''  coward,  which  was  more  than  we 
"  knew ;  neither  will  I  magnify  snch 
'*  a  small  piece  of  service,  by  seek- 
*'  ing  to  prove  him  better;  whom, 
**  had  I  thought  equal  to  my  own 
"  followers,  I  would  otherwise  have 
**  dealt  with.  But,  for  so  much  as 
*'  concerns  the  propoution  in  band, 
"  he  that  beheld  this  may  well  re- 
**  member  that  the  same  enemy 
*'  troubled  us  more  in  our  march  to- 
<'  wards  Fayal  than  in  our  taking 
**  the  shore ;  that  many  of  our  men 
"  were  slain  or  hurt  by  him,  aooong 
**  whom  sir  Arthur  Gorges  was  shot 
'*  in  that  march ;  and  that  such  as, 
'*  thinking  all  danger  was  past  when 
**  we  had  won  good  footing,  would 
«<  needs  follow  us  to  the  town,  were 
**  driven  by  him  to  forsake  the  pace 
**  of  a  man  of  war,  and  betake  them- 
«  selves  to  a  hasty  trot."  So  he 
ends  the  curious  digresmon  which  in- 
troduced this  example,  with  advice 
to  employ,  against  those  that  should 
assail  us,  our  good  ships  on  the  sea, 
and  not  trust  to  any  intrenchmeat 
unon  the  shore.  History  of  the  World, 
lib.  5.  cap.  I.  sect  9. 


SIR  WALTER  RAXEGH.  891 

water :  insoqiuch  that,  for  bigness,  it  bos  been  compared  to 
Plymouth  or  Ywmoutb;  but  in  ratuatkvi,  to  Dorer:  and 
mif^t  probably  now  have  been  of  as  good  advantage  to 
sir  Walter  Bal^h,  as  it  was,  eight  years  before,  to  the  earl 
of  Cumberland '',  had  he  not,  in  ccnnpliinent  to  the  earl  of 
Essex,  obliged  himself  lo  bo  disadvantageous  a  delay  in  the 
conquest  of  iL  However,  because  the  town  was  unwalled,  and 
he  was  to  expect,  if  he  lay  there  open  and  carelessly  refresh- 
ing  hinifldf,  while  his  soldiers  were  scattered  about  in  quest 
of  provisions,  he  might  easily  be  surprised,. without  seme 
good  orders  and  directions  given  before  they  fell  to  rest 
and  repast,  he  issued  forth,  at  liis  entrance,  a  proclamation, 
that  aaae  should  straggle  twenty  aogre  yards  from  the  town 
witboi^  leave  of  an  officer,  and  then  go  upon  their  guard, 
with  fit  weap(m  and  compafiy.  He  then  made  some  strong 
barricadoes,  planted  a  good  watch  in  proper  stations,  and  a 
strong  corps  de  garde  in  the  market-place,  that  others 
noght  in  safety  bring  together  such  booty  as  the  inha- 
Intants  hod  left  behind. 

Thus,  hanng  refreshed  and  reposed  themselves  all  night, 
the  next  morning,  being  the  twenty-second  of  September, 
ev&t  before  break  of  day,  they  discovered,  bearing  in  with 
full  sail  towards  the  road  of  Fayal,  the  earl  oi  Essex  and 
his  fleet ;  he  having  been  all  this  while  making  a  kind  ol 
wildgoosechase  after  Indian  fleets,  and  the  adelontado,  who, 
as  he  now  thought,  never  stirred. out  to  sea  this  year; 
with  other  like  uncertain  adventures.  Now  rir  Gullly 
Merrick,  sir  Christopher  Blount,  ar  Anthony  Shirley,  and 
some  other  fatal  friends  and  cherishers  of  the  earl's  infir- 
mities, soon  interrupted,  by  their  aggravating  and  distorted 
representations,  all  Ralegh's  further  intentions  to  secure  the 
island.     They  presently  possessed  his  lordship's  head,  that 

^Id  ■  hrief  rrtitiou  of  the  scTerml  of  iroD  ordaUM;  nnd  that  be  had  ■ 

wojtfn  undertaken  in  person  by,  or  ranlom   pnid  him   of  teeo  durati, 

St  tbe  charge  of  Geor^  Clifford,  earl  UKUtlyinchurcb'plate:  bat  the  forti- 

of  Ctunberland,  gathered  by  Purchas  fication,  which   he  raied,  vaa  no*    ' 

Into  hii  fourth  volume,  we  butt  it  new  built,  and  more  tlronsly  ftiftl- 

afflnoed,  page  1143.  thai  in  15S9  the  Sed,  being  the  high  fort  op  the  bill, 

earl  took  thia  town  ;  that  he  shipped,  by  which  Ralegh  made  tut  daDgcroui 

from  tlie  platform,  iifly-eight  pieces  pa«age,  a*  U  abave  related. 
v9 
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Ralegh  had  taken  this  opportunity  to  play  over  his  paits^ 
and  shew  the  world  how  well  he  could  act  the  conqueror, 
only  to  steal  honour  and  reputation  from  the  general ;  and 
they  knew  the  earPs  temper  was  as  ready  as  tinder  to  catch 
fire  at  the  least  spark  of  any  such  suggestion :  for,  as  no 
man  alive  was  a  more  passionate  courtier  of  fame,  or  more 
desirous  to  be  reputed  matchless  for  magnanimity  and  en- 
terprise ;  so  none  was  more  jealous  of  rivals  than  Essex,  or 
could  less  endure  that  any  man  should  obscure  his  glory 9 
how  highly  soever  he  might  otherwise  be  in  his  fi&vour  K 
But  in  divers  other  disagreeable  colours  this  gallant  action 
was  further  disfigured  to  the  earl,  as  the  contempt  and  vio- 
lation of  authority ;  from  whence  they  infused,  that  the 
presumption  of  landing  such  forces  without  his  lordship^s 
leave,  was  not  to  be  passed  over  without  severe  punishment ; 
and  that  it  was  fit  a  court-martial  should  be  called,  to  cen- 
sure the  ofience  and  breach  of  order  and  discipline.  In 
short,  the  unpardonable  crime  was,  that  Ralegh  dared  to 
render  himself  more  conspicuous  than  any  body  else.  And 
he  had  been  less  culpable,  had  he  been  less  successful ; 
they  seeming  rather  willing  to  have  endured  blame  for  any 
ill  success  which  might  have  occurred  to  him  by  thdr  ab* 
sence  and  restraint  of  aid,  than  allow  of  any  praise  for  his 
being  victorious  without  them.     Nay,  there  were  not  want- 


'  **  And  that  this  is  trae,"  con* 
tinuevsir  A.  Gorges,  "  those  who  un- 
**  derstood  his  hamoor  hest  cannot 
<< justly  deny;  which,  I  protest,  I 
«  do  not  speak  either  out  of  any 
«  neglect  of  one  that  is  dead,  or  to 
**  pi(&  thanks  of  any  that  lives ;  but 
'*  simply  oat  of  a  resolution  to  write 
**  an  impartial  truth,  or  else  be  silent. 
"  For  those  spirits  that  base  flattery 
*'  or  servile  fear  doth  transport,  in 
**  fashioning  their  histories,  are,  of 
'*  all  others,  to  be  reputed  the  uu- 
*'  worthiest  and  most  pernicious  in  a 
"  well  policied  commonwealth ;  /or 
*'  we  see  that  those  heathens  who 
«  have  written  the  stories  of  Cyrus, 
**  Pyrrhus,  Alexander,  Hannibal, 
<*  Scipio,  Casar,  and  all  other  great 

kings  and  renowned  heroes,  do  as 


*'  well  tax  them  for  their  vices,  as 
"  glorify  them  for  their  virtues :  for 
*'  who  lives  without  fault  ?  And  so 
'*  sincerely  and  boldly  do  they  fol- 
**  low  the  truth  in  their  writings, 
*<  that  they  are  thereby  freed  from 
**  malice  or  revenge,  because  they 
**  are  free  from  all  partiality;  or  if 
*'  any  spleen  arise,  yet  it  is  secret ; 
for  the  prosecution  of  such  sin- 
cerity is  reputed  mere  impiety  in 
**  all  sorts,  and  flat  tyranny  in 
"  princes.  And,  to  conclude,  this 
<*  impotent  humour  of  enduring  ri- 
*'  vality,  and  other  men's  praises,  is 
"  very  incident  to  men  in  high 
"  places ;  especially  if  they  arc  of 
<<  great  courage,  or  tickled  with  am- 
"  bition." 


<( 
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ing  some,  among  Essex's  commonderB,  who  would  needs 
shew  ihe  violence  of  their  zeal  for  his  lordship  in  such  ex- 
tremes, as  to  throw  out,  that  Ralegh  was  well  worthy  of 
losing  his  head  for  his  labour.  AH  which  might  well  in- 
spire those  solid  and  durable  exposures  which  he  has  in  se- 
veral places  made  of  such  envious  and  insolent  usage  K 

Essex,  thus  exasperated,  spent  all  the  forenoon  in  repre- 
hending, displacing,  and  confining  all  the  land-captains  and 
officers  who  accompanied  Kalegh ;  whilst  he,  expecting  ra- 
ther thanhs  than  such  a  perverse  interpretation  of  his  ser- 
vices, made  ready  his  barge  to  go  on  board  the  general, 
and  guide  him  to  the  land.  But,  b«ng  entered  his  ship, 
he  found  all  men's  countenances  estranged  as  he  passed 
through  them ;  and  when  he  came  to  his  cabin,  the  earl, 
after  a  funt  welcome,  began  to  accuse  him  with  "  the 
"breach  of  order  and  articles."  Ralegh  answered,  "heAccuted. 
**  knew  not  wherein  he  had  been  guilty  of  such  breach.'' 
Essex  replied,  **  there  was  an  article  that  none  should  land 
"  any  of  the  troops  without  the  general's  presence  or  his 
"  order."  Ralegh  desired  leave  to  defend  himself  by  those 
laws  which  himself  as  well  as  others  had  made,  and  his  lord- 
ship, with  the  council  of  war,  had  authorized ;  (hen  he 
should  lind  that  no  misdemeanour  had  been  committed. 
"  Ffflr,*'  said  he,  "  there  is  an  article  indeed,  that  no  cap- 
"  tjun  of  any  ship,  or  of  any  company,  if  he  be  septupled 
**  from  the  fleet,  shall  land  any  where  without  direction 


^  "ThereBrcmaltltudesormen," 
■nys  Rnlegh,  "  eipeciilly  of  those 
*'  that  follow  the  war,  wbo  both  rury 
■'  nod  miliga  othera,  if  they  pcrrorm 
"  nay  praiwirorlfay  nctious  for  the 
r  md   ufcty  of  tbeir 


jDtry,  I 


*<  he  HHurcd  lo  be 
"  Btnart  of  contrary  success;  nod 
"  Bucli  Dinlicioui  hentts  rap  ralher  be 
"  coDtenled  that  thr^ir  prince  and 
"  country  ihoulJ  aiiSer  baiuud  and 
"  want,  than  tbnl  such  meo  as  they 
"  mialike  should  be  tbc  authors  or 
''  actors  of  any  glory  or  good  to  ri- 
"  Iher."  Hirt.  of  Ibe  World,  lib.  i. 
cap.   13.  wtcL  5.'   Amd  ia  uolber 


place  be  baa  this  reflection;  "In 
"  actions  which  promiie  either  pnbllc 
"  glory  or  private  bononr,  men  may 
"  be  reaaonably  peranaded  to  adreti- 
*'  turo  life  and  living,  berause  great 
"  hope  there  is  lo  die  with  repaU- 
"  tioB,  or  live  lo  recover  thai  peace 
"which  war  hath  consumi-d:  bnt, 
"  wiiere  men  are  no  less  oppreaied 
"  by  insolenry  of  commanden  thin 
'■  by  insolency  of  foes,  (here  ia  the 
"  calamity  double ;  iiid.of  Iwoevili, 
"  the  danger  of  war  aeenii  least; 
■'  for  that  lias  end,  the  other  ia  infi- 
"  nite."  Sir  W.  Kategh'a  Arts  of 
Empire,  and  Mysteries  of  State  dia- 
calnneMd,  Sro.  1691.  p.  181. 
d3 
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**  from  the  general,  or  some  other  principal  commander, 
Hisjottifi-  «  upon  pain  of  death.     But  I  take  myself,^  said  Ralegh, 
^<  to  be  a  principal  commander  under  your  lordship,  and 
"  therefore  not  subject  to  that  article,  nor  under  the  power 
^'  of  the  martial  law ;  because  a  successive  commander  of 
"  the  whole  fleet,  in  her  majesty^s  letters  patents,  your  lord- 
<^  ship  and   my  lord  Thomas  Howard  failing.     Berides, 
^<  you  agreed  I  should  land  at  this  island  with  your  lord- 
^*  ship,  whom  I  have  attended  these  four  days ;  and,  findii^ 
^*  that  you  came  not,  though  you  were  half  a  dozen  leagues 
**  before  me  in  your  way  thither,  I  weighed  anchor,  and 
**  could  not  but  conclude,  both  that  you  thought  me  strong 
'*  enough  to  take  this  island,  and  were  gone  yourself  td  take 
*^  in  some  others.     Yet  I  refrained  so  long  from  landing, 
at  sir  Guilly  Merrick'^s  entreaty,  that  I  heard  my  own 
company,  even  at  my  back,  murmur,  and  say  that  I  durst 
not  attempt  it.     And,  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  my  in- 
c<  tent  at  first  was  only  to  water,  till  I  saw  them  foUoW  me 
^<  in  that  braving  manner;  which,  with  our  reputations,  we 
*<  could  not  then  shun  and  give  over,  being  already  in  our 
^*  boats  for  that  purpose :  for,  if  I  had  intended  the  taking 
**  of  the  town,  I  would  never  have  removed  so  far  from  our 
"  first  road,  which  lay  right  before  it.''    As  for  those  offi- 
cers and  gentlemen  who  had  been  committed,  Ralegh  de- 
sired **  they  might  recdive  no  hard  measure  in  his  cause; 
*<  whatsoever  his  Icnxlship  conceived  to  be  misdone,  he  must 
<*  take  it  wholly  on  himself  to  answer,  being,  at  that  time, 
**  commander  in  chief.'' 

With  these  and  other  arguments  Essex  was  so  well  pacd- 
fied,  that  he  went  ashore  into  the  town,  and  rested  himself 
in  Ralegh's  lodging.  There  Ralegh  invited  him  to  supper, 
and  offered,  if  he  meant  to  call  the  matter  further  in  ques- 
tion, to  clium  no  privilege  or  favour,  but  would  answer 
for  himself  more  amply  in  the  morning.  Sir  Christopher 
Blount,  taking  the  earl's  answer  from  him,  smd,  "  he 
"  thought  my  lord  would  not  sup  at  all."  To  which  Ra- 
legh  replied,  "  That,  for  his  own  appetite,  he  might,  when 
^^  he  was  invited,  disable  it  at  his  own  [deasure ;  but  if  the 
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**  earl  would  stay,  he  should  be  ^ad  of  his  company."  In 
the  mean  time  the  lord  Thomas  Howard,  very  nobly  taking 
care  that  no  disrespectful  treatment  should  be  offered  to 
Ral^h  by  the  practice  of  his  enemies,  dealt  with  Essex  to 
find  how  he  stood  resolved  ;  and,  the  next  morning,  assured 
Ral^h,  that  his  lordship  sought  only  some  acknowledge- 
ment; because  the  rest  would  think  him  a  weak  and  tame 
commaader,  if  he  had  not  satisfaction.  Ralegh,  conndering 
he  had  done  nothing  unjustifiable,  and  very  certain  that  he 
was  succesuvely  in  the  commisuon  for  the  whole  command 
of  the  fleet,  therefore  not  subject  to  any  corporal  danger,  aa 
also  of  the  lord  Thomas  Howard's  uncere  and  honourable 
dealing,  came  agun  in  the  morning  to  visit  Essex:  other- 
wise,  remembering  the  little  trust  that  men  oug^t  to  repose 
in  such  tecondliadons,  and  the  strraig  malice  borne  him  by 
others  in  greatest  favour  with  his  lordship,  had  designed  to 
betake  him  to  his  own  squadron  ;  and  bo  to  have  defended 
himself  or  forsaken  the  earl.  But  the  lord  Thomas,  after 
having  given  his  honour  with  great  kindness  and  resolutitm, 
that  he  would  make  himself  a  party  if  any  wrong  or  vio- 
lence were  offered ',  contrary  to  his  lordship's  promise,  per- 
suading him  to  go  and  satisfy  the  earl,  Ralegh  took  his 
counsel;  and  all  things,  after  a  little  debate,  came  to  a 
calm  and  quiet  conclusion  ">. 

The  promoters  <ff  this  disturbance,  however,  thus  disap- 


Rilegiri crime, it  nu  grieroail;  ig-  fall, contiDUU be, ■noble  *ard,Miig 

grsTBtcd    hy    the    mOit :    ■nd   adda,  prenrd  by  ODC,  (wboM  nime  be  need* 

"  For  uf  part,  do  miu  •Licwed  less  not  reoiember,]  that  he  would  ut  Ra- 

*'  spleen  igaiDtl  him  tliaa  Diysclf."  Icgfa,  at  least,  u|k>d  a  fflartial-niait. 

Which  latt  exprcsnoo  may  Impij  a  "  Tliat  I  would  do,"  •Mrwercd  Ea- 

trutb  ID  reladuD  to  binuelf,  by^aal-  sex,  "  if  be  were  DOt  wj  fk-ieod;" 

lag   Unit  be    iheved    Ritlcgb    aome  for  so  we  hsTc  it  in  the  first  editions 

spleco,  yet  a  falubood  in  regard  to  of  sir  Heniy'i  Parallel,  both  Id  41a. 

otbem;  because,  as  hrre  ne  «ce,  the  and  iimo;  bat  in  the  succeeding  «A- 

lordTboiDBsHoward  wHiK>  far&om  liona,  8ro.  we  read,  a*  I  remember, 

bearing  Ralrfth  any  spleen,  thai  be  Essex's  answer  to  be,  '•  That  [  woold 

resolved  to  take  bis  part  against  any  "  do,  if  he  were  my  fHeod ;"  which 

injury  that  should  be  offered  npon  this  laal,  if  tlie  right  rending,  being  alSll 

Occasion.  perhapa  capable  of  niore  conatm^ 

■•  Sir  He ary  Wotton,  baling  given  Cions  tban  my  author  has  made  of  tt, 

ns  oae  example  of  Eu«i'*  aererity  aecordUig  to  the  dispontion  of  tbe 

in  tUs  lojage,  where  be  thmr  a  *ol-  rcaden  towards  the  persona  concern- 

dler,  withhUowiihand,ODtofBih)pi  ed,  I  therefore  leara  to  Hidr  para- 

rro^aoauolherofUifMlUiTiMlw  phraae. 
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pointed  of  their  end,  scrupled  not  to  share  in  the  benefits  of 
this  reproved  victory,  by  lodging  and  refreshing  themselves, 
not  only  that  night,  but  three  or  four  days  after,  in  the 
goodly  town  aforesaid ;  yet  were  they  justly  punished  for 
their  envy  and  ingratitude.  For  had  that  time  which  they 
spent  in  carping  and  cavilling  at  Ralegh'^s  conduct  through- 
out this  brave  action,  been  employed,  according  to  his  mea- 
sures, in  pursuing  it,  the  birds,  which  thereby  they  suffered 
to  fly  out  of  their  cage,  had  well  rewarded  their  unanimity 
in  taking  them  ;  and  they  would  not  have  lost,  as  now  they 
had^  the  ransom  of  so  many  Spanish  prisoners  out  of  the 
high  fort,  nor  the  spoil  which  they  had  conveyed  out  of  the 
town  for  safety  to  that  place :  so  that  instead  of  asastance 
to  advance  the  profit  of  this  conquest,  Essex'^s  arrival 
brought  only  means,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  destroy  the 
honour  of  it. 

After  the  army'iiad  plentifully  regaled  themselves  with 
the  best  provisions  the  island  would  afford,  and  the  dis- 
graced captains  were  received  again  into  favour  and  com- 
ThetowD  mand,  they  hoisted  sail;  having  first,  in  honour  of  their 
lost  men,  made  the  town  itself  their  funeral  pile,  and  carried 
all  the  artillery,  and  other  stores  they  found  therein,  or  in 
the  forts,  to  their  ships.  On  the  26th  of  September  they 
cast  anchor  at  Graciosa,  where  the  chiefs  of  the  island 
coming  on  board  the  general,  submitted  themselves  with 
very  acceptable  humiliation,  and  willingly  brougl^t  such 
provisions  as  were  required  for  their  composition.  This 
homage  of  those  people  banished  all  thoughts  in  the  earl  of 
further  repsuring,  in  that  place,  the  great  charges  he  prin- 
cipally had  created  by  this  voyage:  for,  whether  it  was 
through  a  generous  valour,  or  the  captivation  of  some  infe- 
rior quality,  I  pretend  not  to  decide;  but  he  seemed  so 
charmed  with  submission,  as  to  have  disregarded  the  ad- 
vantages it  might  have  yielded ;  and  fonder  of  having  a 
power  over  his  enemies,  than  of  making  any  effectual  use  of 
it.  When  they  came  to  St.  Michael's,  they  heard  tidings 
of  the  Indian  fleet;  at  which,  most  joyful  acclamations 
rung  through  all  their  ships  :  within  few  hours  after,  they 
encountered  and  took  three  Spanish  prizes,  bound  from  the 
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Havannah.  The  greatest  of  them,  being  about  four  hun- Three  Span- 
dred  tons  burden,  was  a  very  rich  ship,  as  well  for  the^^ken""* 
lading  as  the  passengers  in  her ;  and  this,  if  not  the  other 
two,  was  taken  by  Ralegh,  who,  being  nearest,  gave  chace, 
caused  her  to  strike  and  to  yield.  These  three  ships,  espe- 
cially the  last,  were  laden  with  cochineal,  and  other  profit- 
able merchandise,  besides  the  silver,  gold,  pearl,  civet, 
musk,  ambergrease,  found  among  the  passengers,  and  ac- 
knowledged, by  the  merchants  in  them,  to  be  richly  worth 
above  four  hundred  thousand  ducats.  When  Ralegh  had 
inquired,  from  the  gallery  of  his  own  ship,  of  those  who 
had  computed  the  value  of  these  commodities,  and  been  sa- 
tisfied it  would  at  least  amount  to  that  sum,  he  privately 
said  to  our  author,  ^^  Although  we  shall  be  little  the  better 
**  for  these  rich  prizes,  yet  I  am  heartily  glad  for  our  gene- 
ral^s  sake ;  because  they  will,  in  great  measure,  give  con- 
tent to  her  majesty;  so  that  there  may  be  no  repining 
against  this  poor  lord  for  the  expense  of  the  voyage.^ 
These  ships  made  a  discovery  of  forty  sail  of  Spanish 
Indiamen,  whereof  some  were  freighted  with  the  king  of 
Spain'^s  treasure;  and  it  was  reported,  that  while  three 
or  four  of  the  English  fleet,  which  were  fallen  among 
them,  were  rifling  one  that  foundered,  the  rest  escaped,  and 
recovered  the  Tercera.  Essex,  upon  this  mischance,  called 
a  council  of  war,  and  some  of  the  colonels,  with  other  laud- 
officers,  made  liberal  professions  of  the  daring  feats  they 
would  attempt,  if  boats,  pinnaces,  and  men  were  allowed^ 
how  vMn  and  impracticable  soever  they  seemed  to  the  sea- 
commanders.  For  they  offered,  with  fifteen  hundred  men^ 
to  take  both  that  island  and  the  forts ;  but  these,  knowing 
the  difficulty  of  landing  them,  with  their  artillery;  on  so 
dangerous  a  place,  in  so  bad  a  season ;  besides  the  strength 
of  the  fortifications,  so  well  furnished  by  this  new  arrival, 
could  not,  cordially  and  seriously,  give  their  consent,  but 
urged  many  reasons  to  the  contrary  " ;  yet,  when  the  lord 

■  Though  our  author  Gorges,  for  badness  of  the  harbour,  number  of 

brevity,  omits  these  reasons,  yet  they  the  forts,  and  especially  the  aitoatioii 

may  be  |wrtly  gathered  from  the  ob-  of  that  at  Angra ;  in  hit  Hiat.  of  the 

servations  Ral^ffa  himself  afterwards  World,  lib.  5.  cap.  i.  sect.  9  and  10. 
made  on  the  strength  of  the  Teroefa, 
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Thomas  Howard  perceived  this  incompliance  would  be 
used  as  a  handle  at  home  for  their  losing  the  Spanish  fleet 
and  treasure,  he  told  Essex,  that  if  he  was  so  forward  to 
have  it  attempted,  both  himself  and  sir  Walter  Ral^fa  were 
ready  to  venture  as  far  as  any  of  them;  and  that  they 
would  undertake  to  spare  three  thousand  able  men  out  of 
the  fleet  for  the  service :  but  this  second  offer,  thus  abao- 
lutely  and  solemnly  made,  though  of  double  the  number, 
cooled  their  courage,  upon  a  little  dehberation,  who  had 
made  even  the  first ;  and  so  the  vapour  was  dispelled. 

Hence  they  returned  again  to  St.  MichaePs  island,  which 
they  had  left  upon  the  intelligence  aforesaid ;  and  in  this 
road  Essex,  with  a  great  number  of  his  officers,  coming  on 
board  Ralegh'^s  ship,  hung  out  the  flag  of  council ;  wheron 
they  considered  about  landing,  and  taking  of  the  fair  town 
which  lay  so  temptingly  before  their  eyes,  being  unwalledf 
and  having  but  a  slight  fort  for  its  defence  by  the  sea-ade. 
Essex  was  for  landing  all  the  companies  immediately,  but 
Ralegh  de^red  that  himself  might  first  go  and  survey  the 
place ;  because  the  billows  were  here,  in  some  parts,  no  less 
dangerous  than  where  he  had  made  the  experiment  at 
Fayal :  the  earl,  at  first,  consented ;  but,  as  Ral^h  waa 
putting  off,  Essex,  standing  in  his  gallery  with  sir  Christo- 
pher Blount,  called  him  back  in  great  haste,  and  said  be 
would  go  himself.  As  he  was  descending  into  his  barge^ 
Ralegh,  seeing  him  altogether  unarmed,  except  with  his 
collar  and  sword,  called  aloud  to  him,  and  ^^  desired  him  to 
take  his  cask  and  target  of  proof  with  him,  if  he  designed 
to  approach  the  shore ;  seeing  so  many  muskets  (above 
four  hundred)  lying  there  on  the  rest  to  oppose  him.^ 
But  Essex  answered,  ^^  That  he  would  have  none,  because 
^*  he  disdained  to  take  any  advantage  of  the  watermen  who 
*^  rowed  him  ;^  for  which  our  author  censures  him  <^,  as  he 


(( 
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•  «  lu  my  opioion/*  says  Gorges, 
**  though  that  answer  much  shewed 
"  his  valour,  yet  became  it  not  tlie 
**  place  that  my  lord  held :  for,  in 
**  truth ;  a  general  ought  not  to  be  so 
*<  adTentnrons  and  carelesa  of  him- 
**  self  opoB  €ftry  slight  oocaaion, 
<*  nor  to  go  unarmed  to  places  of  im- 


**  luioent  peril.  Homer  describes  the 
*<  valiant  heroes  and  brare  leaders  of 
**  the  Greeks  to  he  best  armed ;  as 
'*  Achilles,  Ajax,&c. — insomuch  that 
**  tbdr  very  arms  are  famous  to  theae 
'*  days,  tbe  use  whereof  we  make 
'*  BOW  lOQnifnL  But  they  m«  no 
"  beslen  loldierB  ia  the  wars  wIm> 
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had  before  done  sir  Walter  Ralegh.     However,  in  viewing 
of  those  landing-places,  Essex  and  his  officers  kept  cau- 
tiously enough  beyond  the  reach  even  of  culverin  shot; 
therefore  no  such  temerity  in  leaving  the  armour  behind. 
Thus,  after  many  offers  and  surveys,  made  aloof,   says 
Gorges,  the  conveniences  of  that  place  for  landing  were  ex- 
cepted against     ^^  Albeit,^  adds  he,  **  in  truth  it  was  a  hit 
^^  and  sandy  beach,  (as  all  the  fleet  might  well  perceive,) 
*^  was  some  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town  or  fort,  and 
much  more  easy  than  that  of  Fayal,  where  we  before  won 
our  landing :  and  that  this  was  true,  many  now  living 
^^  that  were  present,  and  saw  both,  can  justly  affirm.^    Yet 
our  author  proceeds  to  distinguish,  that  the  earl  was  reso- 
lute enough  of  himself,  and  ready  to  undertake  any  good 
occasion  of  service ;  but  ^*  was  then  so  led  and  accompanied 
^^  with  such  politic  land-captains,  that,  of  all  the  services 
^^  which   fell   under  deliberation,  those  commonly  which 
^<  were  most  unfeasible  were  offered  to  be  undertaken,  and 
^^  those  most  practicable  rejected ;  whereby  our  affairs,^  says 
he,  "  sped  accordingly." 

This  descent  being  thus  disliked,  it  was  presently,  in  an- 
other consultation^  resolved,  that  Ralegh  should,  with  all 
the  great  ships,  he  as  near  before  the  town  of  St  Michael  as 
be  could,  to  keep  them  in  continual  alarm  ;  while  Essex,  in 
a  jnnnace  of  Ralegh'^s,  called  the  Guiana,  with  about  two 
thousand  men  in  boats^  should,  by  night,  convey  themselves 
about  six  miles  further  than  their  first  determined  landing, 
to  the  town  called  Villa  Franca.  Accordingly  they  all 
landed  the  next  morning  at  this  town,  without  any  manner 
of  remtance,  while  the  fleet  kept  the  other  in  such  constant 
dread  and  confusion,  that  they  could  not  regard  their  neigh- 
bours ;  to  the  end  that  the  English  army,  having  secured 
those,  might  the  better  fall  on  the  back  of  these.  But  in 
vain  did  the  fleet  look  over  the  hills  and  plains  in  expec- 
tation of  them  ;  for  that  other  pleasant  town  of  Villa  Franca 

"  bold  these  opinioos ;  for  it  is  truly  *'  bjr  k»  countrymen  the  Thebwis, 

**  said,  that  a  great  and  wise  gene-  *'  for  being  too  forward,  and  serring 

"  ral  shoald  die  old;  and  I  have  *' in  a  battle  nnarmed,  thongli  he  won 

*'  read,  that  Epaminondas  was  fined  **  the  Ticlory." 
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had  so  enchanted  the  army,  being  full  of  fruits,  wines,  and 
fresh  victuals,  that  the  commanders,  as  well  as  their  soldiers, 
were  content  there  to  take  up  their  quarters,  without  fur- 
ther thoughts  of  St.  MichaePs  town  ;  and  for  six  days  toge- 
ther lay  feasting,  and  carrying  on  board  the  wheat,  salt, 
wood,  and  other  merchandise,  into  certain  private  men's 
ships  that  followed  the  fleet  for  such  purposes.  While  Ra- 
legh lay  thus  at  anchor,  there  came  into  the  road  a  ship  of 
Brasil  laden  with  the  woods  of  that  name,  and  of  Femam- 
buc,  with  sugars  as  well  as  other  merchandise,  and  an- 
chored full  in  the  midst  of  the  English  fleet.  This  ship,  as 
Takes  an-  sir  Francis  Vere  also  informs  us,  was  taken  by  sir  Walter 
er  pme.  g^j^gj^  p.  ^^^  j^g,.  cargo,  when  brought  into  England,  was 

very  faithfully  disposed  of  by  our  author,  Gk>rges,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  all  the  men  in  Ralegh^s  own  ship,  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred,  reckoning  soldiers  as  well  as  mari- 
ners. Soon  after,  a  huge  carack,  of  eighteen  hundred  ton 
burden,  and  infinite  wealth,  says  Grorges,  being  laden  with 
the  riches  of  the  east  and  west,  came  bearing  in  with  all  her 
sails,  also  among  them,  whom  she  mistook  for  the  Spanish 
armada ;  ^^  For  the  king  of  Spain^s  men  of  war,  when  he 
^  made  fleets,  were  compounded  of  shipping  of  divers  na« 
^*  tions,^^  as  this  author  continues,  ^^  and  therefore  more 
diflicultly  distinguished  from  ours  %  which  at  that  time 
consisted  of  English  and  Holland  bottoms,  besides  a  great 
galleon,  (before  named,)  and  other  Spanish  vessels  they 
'^  had  taken.^  At  sight  of  this  carack,  Ralegh  gave  orders 
throughout  his  fleet  to  take  in  all  their  flags ;  also  that  none 
should  weigh  anchor,  fire  a  gun,  or  put  ofi*  a  boat  without 
leave.     But,  as  she  was  bearing  in,  one  of  the  Holland 

P  Vere*8  Commeutaries,  fol.  60.  fusion  among  their  mariners,  of  so 

1  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  his  dis-  many  different  countries,  and  conae- 

course  touchiug  a  war  with  Spain,  and  queutly  languages ;  so  as  not  to  an- 

our  protection  of  the  Netherlands,  derstand  directions,  and  take  tbero  in 

has    discovered   many  other  disad-  general,  or  even  mistake  them,  to  the 

vantages  in  the  Spanish  fleets  of  these  loss  of  their  ship  :  besides,  being  of 

times,  through  this  medley  of  shipping  such  strange   nations,  unconcerned 

whereof  they  were  composed  ;  as  the  in  the  quarrels  they  were  forced  into, 

diverrfly  of  conduct  and  swiftness  in  they  fought  with  their  hands,  but  not 

them,  whereby  they  could  not  either  their  hearts ;  and  desired  liberty  rm- 

assail  or  defend  in  gross  as  the  Eng-  ther  than  victory.  See  Ralegh's  Three 

lish  or  Dntdi  could.    Also  the  con-  I^iooiuBes,  8yo.  170a.  p.  13, 14. 
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squadron,  contrary  to  direction  and  to  all  discretion,  sud- 
denly weighed  anchor,  hoisted  topsail,  and,  as  she  ap- 
proached, made  two  or  three  shot  at  her ;  whereupon,  per- 
ceiving her  mistake,  she  nimbly  changed  her  course;  at 
which  instant,  the  wind  changing  also,  so  that  she  could 
not  escape  outwards,  ^^  she,  with  the  help  thereof,  and  the 
**  fear  of  falling  into  our  hands,^  says  Grorges,  ^^  run  herself 
"  aground  close  under  the  town  and  fort.''  Here,  finding  A  rich  ca^ 
Ralegh  follow  her,  and  her  danger  inevitable,  she  discharged 
her  men  in  the  boats  that  flocked  about  her,  with  some  of 
her  wares,  and  was  then  instantly  set  on  fire  in  many  places 
at  once.  Ralegh  and  his  men  still  pursued  to  board  her 
and  prevent  her  loss,  though  not  without  great  danger,  in 
his  row-barge  as  he  was,  the  surge  being  very  outrageous; 
but  by  then  he  could  get  up  to  her,  she  was  all  over  thun- 
der and  lightning;  her  ordnance  discharging  from  every 
port,  and  her  whole  hulk,  masts,  cordage,  and  furniture, 
overrun  with  such  a  thorough,  yet  distinct  and  unconfused 
blaze,  as  represented  the  figure  of  a  ship  more  perfectly  in 
fire,  than  could  be  done  by  any  painter  with  all  his  art  and 
colours :  and,  when  she  was  consumed  even  to  the  surface 
of  the  water,  she  exhaled,  as  her  last  breath,  such  clouds 
from  her  spicy  entrails,  as,  for  a  great  way,  and  for  many 
hours,  perfumed  the  air  and  coast  around.  Had  the  army 
then  been  at  St.  Michael's  town,  as  was  expected,  it  might 
have  secured  this  ship  before  she  could  have  disembarked 
her  men ;  or,  if  it  had  terrified  her  back  to  sea,  she  must 
have  been  taken  by  the  fleet;  and  then  the  treasures  she 
cont^ned,  with  those  in  this  town,  might  probably  have  re- 
imbursed the  charges  of  their  voyage:  since  our  author, 
laying  this  loss  upon  the  said  land-forces,  thought  it  so 
much  to  be  lamented,  that  they  were  not  to  be  excused  ^ 


»  **  For,"  as  wr  A.  Gorges  conti- 
Doety  "  no  good  reason  could  be 
"  yielded,  as  was  thought,  nor  duntt 
'*  be  demanded,  why  so  gallant  a 
"  company,  so  easily  land^,  for  so 
*'  good  a  purpose,  should  so  long 
**  linger  in  a  little  town,  surfeiting 
"  thraiselves  and  the  whole  army 


**  upon  fruits  and  wine,  to  the  neg- 
*'  lect  of  the  service  determined. 
*'  But  it  was  manifest,  that,  besides 
«  their  pleasure  and  good  cheer,  the 
'*  great  store  of  wood,  com,  and 
"  salt,  did  entice  some  landmen  of 
*<  good  credit,  who  had  ships  there 
'<  of  their  own,  rather  to  take  the 
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Neither  Essex  nor  his  army  being  heard  of  in  all  this 
time,  Ralegh  was  in  a  consultation  about  drawing  up  the 
fleet  towards  him,  when  he  perceived  the  earPs  ship,  by  her 
flag,  turning  out  from  the  point  of  Villa  Franca.  Thea 
Ral^h,  taking  captain  Morgan  in  his  barge,  rowed  to  him, 
and,  the  same  ni^t,  sent  the  captain  back  with  direcdons, 
in  the  general'^s  name,  to  coounand  all  the  fleet  to  weigh 
and  come  to  that  town.  It  much  grieved  the  marinera  to 
see  the  unprofitable  measures  which  were  thus  taken^  mod 
that  they  must  relinquish  the  advantages  they  might  have 
made  of  the  town  before  which  they  lay.  When  the  fleet 
wasgot  up  to  the  army  at  Villa  Franca,  a  general  command 
was  ^ven  that  all  the  companies  should  repair  to  thdr  re- 
spective ships,  for  the  time  of  year  was  approadied  that  the 
winds  and  waves  began  to  rise  too  high  £3r  them  to 
cm  those  coasts  any  longer :  so  they  left  this  town  also 
tire,  upon  what  considerations  our  author  knew  not,  but 
thought  the  wood-mongers  and  corn-merchants  might  be 
most  likely  to  resolve  the  question. 
His  dangen  On  the  ninth  of  October  they  set  sail  for  England,  and. 
To  return-  ^^^  three  or  four  days,  were  violently  tossed  about  and 
ing  home,  dispersed  in  a  most  tempestuous  sea.  Ralegh^s  ship  was 
near  being  stemmed  by  the  shock  she  received  fhxn  another 
that  was  driven  against  her,  whereby  she  became  so  leaky, 
that  he  had  much  ado  to  keep  her  above  water.  He  was 
further  in  such  great  distress  for  want  of  drink,  that  ar 
Arthur  Gorges  proffered  one  of  the  victuallers  six  chests  of 
sugar  for  six  hogsheads  of  fresh  water,  but  could  not  obtain 
it :  insomuch  that  they  were  forced  to  set  their  great  stills 


**  peaceable  and  private  benefit  there- 
"  of,  than  to  undergo  some  pain  and 
<*  peril  for  the  winning  of  St  Mi> 
**  cbael's  town  for  the  public  good. 
"  This  was  a  piece  of  service  very 
*'  unfortunately  neglected,  but  upon 
*'  what  good  reason  I  could  never 
"  learn;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that 
**  if  his  lordship  had  built  less  upon 
"  some  men's  violent  counsels  and 
"  vain  conceits,  he  might  have  done 
'*  many  things  better,  and  long  have 


<*  lived  in  great  prosperity:  but  all 
<*  his  care  was  to  content  and  win 
'*  unto  him  certain  politicians  and 
martial-men,  whom,  notwithstand> 
ing,  he  found  many  times  ungrate- 
fully to  deal  with  hini  to  serve 
'*  their  own  turns;  drawing  him 
**  withal  into  ambitious  humours  and 
**  affectations  of  popularity;  which, 
*<  with  our  great  men,  rarely  suc- 
"  ceed  well." 


4( 
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on  work  to  furnish  themselves  in  the  best  mann^  they 
could.  During  this  storm,  it  is  also  observed,  many  sorts  of 
birds  flew  into  his  ship ;  and  the  dove,  that  came  among 
them,  was  looked  upon  to  presage  the  calm  that  ensued  two 
days  after.  When  they  began  to  meet  again,  they  de- 
scried, at  a  great  distance,  the  earl  of  Essex,  accompanied 
with  only  two  little  barks ;  who,  about  a  week  before,  was 
attended  with  fourscore  sail  of  good  ships.  *^  A  true  type,^ 
says  Grorges,  *'  of  this  world'^s  inconstant  pomp,  which  the 
^^  wind  and  seas  did  faithfully  teach  ^s  not  to  build  too 
^^  much  upon.  And  I  ¥ash  our  noble  general,^  adds  he, 
*^  for  his  own  sake  and  better  fortune,  had  made  that  good 
**  observation  thereof." 

After  hailing  and  saluting  one  another,  they  consulted 
with  their  masters  and  pilots  about  the  best  course  home- 
wards, wherein  they  of  Ralegh^s  ship  varied  much  from 
those  who  guided  the  earPs :  and  though  Essex  had  the  di- 
rections of  John  Davis,  a  navigator  of  much  experience  and 
repute,  who  could  have  carried  them,  without  error,  to 
many  distant  parts  of  the  world ;  yet,  in  conducting  the 
ships  home  to  their  own  coast,  did  he  strangely  fidl  in  his 
{nlotage  and  conjecture  for  the  sleeve.  Howeverylall  fol- 
lowed the  admiral,  and  when  he  thought  he  was  not  far 
from  the  entrance  of  the  channel,  all  hands  fell  to  sounding 
for  ground,  and  at  last  found  it ;  though  indeed  *^  I  saw 
**  few  the  wiser  thereby,"  says  our  author,  "  or  the  more 
^  assured  of  the  coast  \  except  the  skilful  master  of  Ra- 


■  This  sounding  of  ours,  so  macb 
in  practice,  continues  sir  Arthur 
Gorges,  and  yet  many  times  bring- 
ing no  great  certainty,  makes  me 
caU  to  mind  in  odd  conceit  and  speech 
of  a  Spanish  prisoner,  which  the  ge- 
neral gtire  me  in  this  journey.  He 
was  a  gentleman,  a  soldier,  and,  of 
late  years,  traded  In  the  West  In- 
dies :  with  whom  I  one  day  talking 
and  discoorsing  of  their  voyages, 
(wherein  he  was  rery  well  expe- 
rienced,) he  told  me  that,  in  their  na- 
▼igation  from  the  Indies,  they  sought 
out  Spain  in  a  more  certain  and  gal- 
Unt  manner  than  we  did  England. 


"  For,"  said  he,  *•  we  seek  out  oar 
'<  coast  aloft  with  our  eyes  by  the 
**  heavens,  by  the  sun  or  stars,  and 
*<  with  Uie  use  of  art  and  iustru- 
**  mcnts,  which  seldom  or  never 
<*  faiU :  but  you,*'  said  he,  «  that 
*<  seek  for  England,  when  you  are 
**  forced  to  ran  into  naVrow  seas,  are 
**  forced,  for  your  surest  directions, 
**  like  men  blindfold,  to  search  under 
**  the  water,  and  scrape  with  lead 
«  and  tallow  to  the  bottom  for  banks, 
*'  sands,  and  shelves,  as  if  you  would 
**  rake  hell  for  instructions  to  find 
*'  out  the  channel,  which  you  call 
'*  llie  sleeve ;  and  yet,  for  all  your 
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^'  legh'^s  ship,  old  Broadbent,  who  knew  it  to  be  the  banks 
"  of  Scilly.'^  But  there  was  no  convincing  of  Essex ;  so  all 
followed  his  erroneous  light :  yet  Ralegh  kept  at  some  dis- 
tance behind  all  night  long.  At  break  of  day,  though  it 
was  close  and  foggy,  he  perceived  how  providentially  he 
bad  escaped  destruction  in  the  dark  and  dangerous  passage 
he  had  made  close  by  those  fatal  rocks,  called  the  Bishop 
and  his  Clerks.  Soon  after  he  also  discerned  Essex,  and 
many  with  him,  about  three  leagues  before,  bearing  in  with 
all  their  sail  north-east,  instead  of  east  and  by  north,  full 
upon  the  sands  of  the  Welsh  coast;  on  which,  in  that 
gloomy  weather,  he  had  certainly  struck  and  perished,  had 
he  held  on  a  little  longer;  and  had  not  sir  A.  Gorges, 
who  was  then  upon  the  latter  watch,  (Ralegh  being  retired 
to  rest,)  forced  the  master-gunner  of  his  ship  to  discharge  a 
warning-piece  three  or  four  times,  much  against  his  will, 
and  that  of  the  master  himself,  who,  contrary  to  all  duty 
and  humanity,  said,  **  they  deserved  to  taste  the  peril  of 
**  their  own  wilfulness,  having  brought  themselves  and  all 
**  the  fleet  clearly  out  of  their  way  into  such  danger.**' 

Upon  this  admonition,  Essex,  with  all  his  train,  soon 
tacked  about,  and  afterwards  confessed  their  error.  With 
much  ado  they  beat  up  to  double  the  cape  of  Scilly,  and  en- 
tered the  Sleeve.  Ralegh  by  this  time  was  shot  along 
the  north  side  of  Cornwall ;  for  his  ship  was  so  crazy,  and 
his  provisions  so  scanty,  he  durst  not  put  again  to  sea,  but 
stood  along  the  coast;  and  that  night  anchored  before 
St.  Ives,  where  he  found  the  Cornish  people  all  in  alarm, 
several  Spanish  caravals  and  flyboats,  which  lay  there, 
having  made  some  descents  by  stealth,  and  put  them  into 
great  fright  and  confusion.  For  Essex,  because  he  met  not 
with  the  adelantado,  had  both  believed  and  reported  into 
.  England,  that  he  never  stirred  out  to  sea  this  year ;  where- 

'*  floundinfi^,    are    oftentimes    mis*  '<  so  dazdedtlieir  eyes,  that  tbey  often 

"  taken.*'     I   answered  him,  *'  In-  **  stumbled  upon  those  men  of  war 

*<  deed  it  was  true,  that  our  humility  **  which  now  used  as  well  to  sound 

**  taught  us  to  go  by  the  ground ;  "the  Spanish  pocket  as  the  English 

"  wliereas  their  pride  led  them  to  **  hieeve.** 
"  gaze  above  the  clouds,  and  thereby 
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.  iy  indeed,  while  the  strength  of  the  English  navy  lay  be- 
fore the  islands,  he  had  set  out  with  a  puissant  fleet  for  the 
invasion  of  England ;  and  these  lesser  vessels,  which  were 
sent  before,  did  here  attend  his  coming.  But  that  storm 
aforesaid,  which  so  roughly  scattered  the  English,  was  more 
favoiu-able  to  their  country,  than,  when  they  felt  it,  they 
imagined ;  by  dispersing,  and  driving  back  at  the  same 
time,  this  Spanish  armada,  utterly  disabled  for  the  intended 
enterprise.  Ralegh  arriving  at  this  juncture,  gave  great 
joy  to  this  part  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  being  landed,  he  im- 
mediately took  such  order  for  the  safeguard  of  the  county, 
whereof  he  was  her  majesty^s  lieutenant,  as  soop  dispelled 
the  fears  of  its  inhabitants.  Then,  having  supplied  his  ship 
with  proper  necessaries,  he  sent  her  round  to  the  fleet,  and 
she  was  paid  ofi*  at  Bristol,  with  the  profits  that  arose  from 
one  of  the  prizes  he  had  taken  before  named.  Had  as  good 
an  account  been  given  of  the  other  prizes,  this  expedition,for 
all  the  casualties  and  oversights  which  happened  in  it,  would 
have  returned  her  majesty  double  the  charge  she  had  been 
at  in  setting  it  forth.  ^^  But  it  was  strange  to  see  what 
careless  courses  were  held  in  those  actions  set  out  by  the 
state,^  says  our  author ;  "  and  what  poor  returns  they 
made  into  the  exchequer.  Thus,  for  the  merchandise  in 
the  prizes  now  brought  home,  a  composition  was  made 
with  the  queen,  which  was  not  a  third  part  of  the  real 
worth ;  because  the  full  freight  and  value  thereof  never 
came  to  public  light,  not  being  faithfully  certified  under 
the  hands  of  sufficient  officers  when  first  taken ;  nor  any 
^^  part  sold,  but  to  the  buyer^s  advantage.**^  He  concludes, 
^*  That  they,  who  had  so  played  the  wise  stewards,  in  thus 
*^  providing  for  themselves  and  their  followers,  reapefd  all 
the  grace,  as  well  as  gain,  from  those  who  had  more  care- 
fully and  justly  intended  the  public  service :  and  that 
<<  this  general  neglect  of  truth  and  merit  throughout  the 
«*  world,  is  the  cause  why  so  few  apply  themselves  to  those 
^*  sincere  and  unprofitable  courses ;  especially,  seeing  how 
'^  many  do  daily,  by  fraud  and  flattery,  find  shorter  and 

RALEGH,  LIFE.  X 


S06 


THE  LIFE  OF 


^<  smoother  ways  to  honour,  wealth,  and  preferment,  even 
<^  beyond  all  measure  and  expectation  ^'" 


*  Thus  ends  sir  Arthur  Gorges's 
accurate  relation  of  the  island  voy- 
age ;  concerning  whom,  as  some 
small  return  of  commemoration,  it 
may  not  be  ungratefnl  here  to  join 
a  fenr  dispersed  particulars,  as  fol- 
lows. He  was  tiie  son  of  sir  Wil- 
liam Gorges,  who,  about  the  year 
1580,  was  vice-admiral  in  a  fleet  set 
out  by  the  queen  to  guard  the  Irish 
coast  from  the  Spanish  forces  then 
coming  to  aid  the  Desmonds ;  in  his 
return,  he  took  that  famous  English 
pirate  Derivall ;  who,  though  he  saved 
the  admiral  sir  John  Perrot*s  life, 
his  ship,  with  all  her  crew,  when  in  a 
storm  she  was  cast  upon  a  sand,  by 
directing  all  her  sails  to  be  hoisted, 
contrary  to  all  other  judgments;  and 
had  the  admiral's  promise,  on  his 
faith  and  honour,  to  get  his  pardon, 
who  did  intercede  for  it;  yet  were 
bis  deserts  overlooked,  and  his  of- 
fences punished  with  death.  As  to 
that  vice-admiral's  son  Arthur,  he 
was  both  a  valiant  and  a  learned  gen- 
tleman; was  one  of  the  volunteers 
against  the  Spanish  invasion,  as  we 
have  before  observed,  and  afterwards 
in  several  other  engagements.  He 
married  Douglas  Howard,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Henry  lord  Howard,  vis- 
count Byndon;  which  lady  dying 
young  in  1 591,  the  famous  Spenser 
wrote  a  fine  pastoral  elegy  upon  her, 
which  is  printed  among  his  works, 
by  the  name  of  Daphnaida ;  and  the 
poet,  in  his  dedication  thereof  to  the 
lady  Helena,  marchioness  of  North- 
ampton, tells  her,  «  The  occasion 
'*  why  1  wrote  the  same  was,  as  well 
**  the  great  good  fame  I  heard  of  her 
'*  deceased,  aa  the  particular  good« 
**  will  I  bear  unto  her  husband,  mas- 
"  ter  Arthur  Gorges,  a  lover  of 
'*  learning  and  virtue ;  whose  house 
'*  as  your  ladyship,  by  marriage, 
**  hath  honoured ;  so  do  I  find  the 
**  name  of  them,  by  many  notable 
<*  records,  to  be  of  great  antiquity, 
<*  and  such  as  have  ever  borne  tiiem- 
"  selves  with  honourable  reputation 
"  to  the  world,  and  unspotted  loy- 
alty to  their  prince  and  countiy. 


« 


"  Besides,  so  lineally  descended  from 
"  the  Howards,  that  the  lady  Anne 
*'  Howard,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
*'  duke  of  Norfolk,  was  wife  to  sir 
*'  Edmund,  mother  to  sir  Edward, 
«  and  grandmother  to  sir  William 
''  and  ur  Thomas  Gorges,  knights.*' 
Now,  as  to  the  relation  of  this  voyage 
to  the  isles  of  Azores,  in  which  sir  A. 
Gorges  was  captain  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh's  ship,  though  we  are  not  ex- 
pressly enough  told  by  Purchas,  it 
was  printed  before  he  gave  it  us  In 
his  Collections;  yet  he  says  it  was 
written  by  sir  Arthur  in  1607,  and 
dedicated  to  that  great  hope  of  Great 
Britain,  prince  Henry.  He  has  omit- 
ted the  epistie  to  him,  and  the  pre- 
face ;  but  not  defalked  any  of  the  au- 
thor's narrative,  which  fills  near  eight 
sheets  of  paper  in  hb  fourth  volume 
of  Voyages.  It  is  adorned  with  many 
good  military  and  marine  reflections; 
though,  with  some  other  passages,  of 
too  general  import  to  be  interwoven 
in  any  particular  account  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh.  Purchas  further  informs  oa, 
that  Gorges  also  added  to  this  treatise. 
Notes  touching  the  Navy  Royal, 
*'  which  are  worth  the  noting/*  says 
he,  **  but  perhaps  not  to  be  permitted 
'*  to  every  vulgar  and  noteless  eye  : 
*'  because,"  as  he  goes  on,  «  Veritas 
'*  odium  parit;  pains  may  cause 
''  pains,  and  busy  labour  reap  the 
'*  reward  of  a  busybody."  From 
hence  it  should  seem  that  Purchas 
followed  a  copy  less  common  than 
any  thing  which  had  then  passed  the 
press.  But,  though  sir  W.  Ral^fa 
might  have  read  it  in  MS.  I  cannot 
think  it  is  this  he  poftats  at ;  where, 
introducing  his  own  account  of  the 
conquest  of  Fayal,  which  we  have 
given  in  a  note  before,  he  says, 
"  Whereas  I  find  an  action  of  mine 
'*  cited  with  omission  of  my  name, 
**  I  may,  by  a  civil  interpretation, 
«  think  that  there  was  no  purpose 
"  to  defraud  me  of  any  honour ;  but 
*<  rather  an  opinion  tiiat  the  enter- 
"  prise  was  such,  or  so  ill  managed, 
"  as  that  no  honour  could  be  due 
«  unto  it :"  because,  as  Mr.  Lediard 
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Ral^i  took  his  journey  to  PlynHmth,  where  a  cotmnis- 
moa  came  down  from  the  state  to  lord  Thomas  Howanl, 
lord  Mouatjoy,  himself,  and  or  F.  \Gte,  with  monies  for 
repuring,  victuallmg,  and  sending  about  the  fleet  to  Chat- 
I^am ;  and  for  maintaining  the  thousand  Low  Country  sol- 
diers which  were  now  quartered  along  the  coast  of  C<sn. 
wall,  and  afterwards  sent  into  Ireland.  Essex,  in  the  mean 
while,  potted  away  to  London ;  but,  whatever  advantage 
he  might  have  in  first  shaping  out  the  story  of  their  adven- 
tures to  the  (jaben,  it  little  availed  bira;  fcr  sir  Francna 
Vere  socxi  afier  arrivii^  also  at  court,  understood  his  lord- 
ship was  retired  to  his  house  at  Wansted  in  great  discoB. 
tentmeat :  for  the  queen  was  so  iacehaed  against  the  eari,i 
that  she  laid  the  whtde  blame  of  their  evil  success  On  bis 
lordship,  both  for  not  burning  and  apoilii^  the  Spanidt 
fleet  at  Ferrol,  and  missing  that  which  came  from  India. 
Vere  says,  he  justified  his  lordship,  and  laid  the  Uame  upon 
thoee  who  deserved  it,  with  such  earnestness,  that  the 
slanders  by  (her  majesty  then  walking  in  the  garden  at 
Whitehall)  mi^t  hear  him:  insomuch,  that  he  quieted  the 
queen,  as  he  tells  us ;  who  then  disoonrsed  with  him  of  tin 
earl's  humours  and  ambition,  and  at  last  construed  all  so 
grainously,  that  she  fell  into  oommencSation  of  him  ;  so  that 
he  soon  after  came  to  court ".  But  he  stayed  not  long  tbdie, 
nor  with  any  ease  or  content ;  so  insupportable  was  it  to  find 
Cecil  made  master  of  the  wards,  the  lord-admiral  Howard 

bM  Terjr  loMb  obtemd,  '■  ^  A.  of  miUiig  Rilegfa's  mat  appar  too 

"  Gargtt,  in  um  dremnMBntial  te.  ^ariiig,  wfaeu  lus  pcnon  «ai  under 

"  cooDt  he  bM  glnn  u  of  thii  me-  ■  elood ;  for  Enei  ind  tbe  lord  Tho- 

"  tioB,dlit>liiyilb«anidiict  Bsdcoo-  muHomrdwipcdwnof  intbelilf 

"  rage  of  nr  W.  RaMi  in  Bsreral  maDDcr,  and  tctitdj  mcutioded  bat 

■■  particDlan,  rttj  ma%  to  hi*  bo-  by  tbcir  title*  of  gnwral  and  rlee- 

'■  noarand  adTantage."    Naval  Ex-  admiral.  Baida  EUlegti'*  own  word, 

pcditiOD,  fbl.  jjti.    liun,  i»  to  his  that  tbe  BetioDwaa  only  cited,  moat 

name.  Qorgoa  mentlMU  it  a»m  tban  refer  (o  aome  olber  ahortar  ueoant 

once,  and  at  the  bepnniag,  with  U>  than  this  original  and  copious  bistiHy 

title  of  command   to    it:    so  that  of  it.    AH  I  shall  otnerre  mote  Of 

Oioagb  he  may  nee  this  only  a]l  the  air  A.Gorfea  ti,  tiiat  he  truulaled 

way  after,  it  ii,  in  effect,  as  much  into   Bngliah    air    Prancia    Bacon's 

as  if  he  nted  hii  name  ;  for  it  ia  then  learned  and  ingenious  book,  De  Sa- 

obvioni  enoDgh  who  is  meant  by  the  pientia  Velemm. 

rcar-adniral.    Nor  need  we  nippose  •  Vere's  Comroentnriei,  M.  6j,  66, 

Gorges  was  bercin  lender  or  caafioos  67. 
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created  earl  of  Nottingham,  for  his  services  against  the 
Spanish  invasion,  and  at  Cadiz ;  and  now  Ralegh^s  actions 
at  the  islands  esteemed  also  more  considerable  than  his 
own,  though  indeed  by  the  fewer  number ;  for  the  popu- 
lace were  easily  led  to  believe  the  late  disappointment  rf 
Essex^s  great  expectations  was  owing  to  Ralegh'^s  regard  of 
HowncdT-his  own  glory  more  than  that  of  his  country;  whereby  Ran 
^  ^uLmk'    ^^f^  ^^^  ^^^^  opinion,  even  though  victorious  against  their 
enemies,  while  Essex  was  sure  to  return  with  triumph, 
however  he  miscarried  in  his  attempts ;  and  was  always  re- 
c^ved  by  them  with  such  joy,  as  if  his  great  fleets  and  ar- 
mies came  laden  with  sufficient  spoil  and  conquest,  if  they 
only  brought  him  safe  home  agun.     Still  both  enjoyed  a 
liberal  share  in  the  queen'^s  favour,  but  it  only  ratified  the 
veneration  of  the  multitude  to  one,  and  their  disaffection  to 
the  other  ^;  yet  was  their  esteem  more  fatal  to  Elssex,  at 
least  more  speedily  so,  than  their  prejudice  to  Ralegh. 
However,  the  queen  was  little  influenced  with  their  par- 
tiality to  either,  till  Essex  too  zealously  cultivated  that 
which  so  unreasonably  increased  in  his  favour;  for  she 
loved  her  people  without  jealousy,  nor  was  offended  at  his 
being  the  darling  of  their  eyes,  till  she  found  him  inclined 
to  be  the  darling  of  their  hearts  ^.     And,  as  for  the  blame 
which  Camden  says  they  now  laid  on  each  other  of  the  late 
misadventures,  and  which,  he  informs  us,  grew  to  a  more 
.  open  rupture,  it  seems  to  have  fallen  most  upon  Essex,  and 
that  Ralegh^s  conduct  was  approved ;  because  Essex  was 
never  after  trusted  with  the  command  of  any  naval  expedi- 
tion, but  Ralegh  was.     Yet  whatever  misconduct  in  others 
Ralegh  might  be  now  driven  to  object,  in  his  own  defence  ; 
his  generosity  to  Essex,  and  some  of  his  followers,  whom 
he  might  have  laid  it  upon,  many  years  after  their  death, 
when  there  was  little  fear  of  being  controverted,  is  so  much 
above  most  of  theirs  to  him  while  they  were  alive,  that, 
having  then  occasion  to  mention  this  voyage,  he  does  not 


*  Camden's  Add.  1597.  ritjr  of  tbe  earl  of  Essex  aod  duke  of 

^  The  eari  of  Clareodoo's  Dispa-     BuckiDgham. 
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drop  the  least  innuendo  against  any  of  them ;  but  ascribes 
their  difiaj^intments  in  it  to  the  most  unblamable  cause  '. 
BeffHV  Ral^fa  could  well  arrive,  I  think,  at  London,  to 
give  an  account  of  (his  expedition,  the  parliament  was  met 
at  Westminster ;  for  we  read  that  the  queen  went  thither 
in  an  open  chariot,  all  covered  over  head  canopy-wise  with 
nlver  tissue,  and  begun  the  sesnon  oa  the  twenty-fourth  of 
October  this  year.  Ralegh,  making  but  a  short  stay  in 
town,  went  to  his  seat  at  Sherboum ;  of  which  he  must 
have  had  but  litUe  enjoyment  for  two  or  three  yean  pasL 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  November  following,  we  find 
Mr.  Adrian  Gilbert,  now  a  burgess  for  Bridport  in  Dorset- 
shire, obtained  licence  of  the  speaker  that  he  mig^t  retire 
to  hb  brother  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  that  county,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  About  a  month  afterwards,  that  is, 
on  the  twentieth  of  December,  we  meet  with  Ralegh  in  the*"  P 
house ;  for  what  place  returned,  I  find  not ;  and  that  day 
the  parliament  was  adjourned  till  the  eleventh  of  January. 
When  they  met  again,  Ralegh  appears  frequently  in  com- 
mittees, upon  several  Inlls  of  the  greatest  consequence  that 
were  then  read ;  as  that  agtunst  lewd  and  wandering  per- 
sons pretending  to  be  soldiers  or  mariners ;  another  for  an 
act  to  increase  people  for  the  service  and  strength  of  the 
realm;  one  to  explain  an  act  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
navy ;  one  for  paying  the  queen's  debts ;  one  for  erecting 
houses  of  correction  and  punishment  of  n^es,  vagabcrnds, 
and  sturdy  b^gars ;  be«des  many  odiers,  whose  tiUes  are 
more  proper  to  be  sought  in  the  parliamentary  journals  of 
this  reign,  than  here  barely  to  be  redted:  for  the  clerk  of 
this  house,   whose  inaccuracy   we  have  before  observed, 

•  "  Tbit  the  diMeverins  of  Swta  "  prewDt  Iba  earl  of  SoatlumpUli  i 

'■  bathhreDtbeoTenhrowofmaDYic-  "  iF  we,  beiog  itorni-beatoii  in  tfae 

"  ttou.Ieouldgnvimaiif  eiunplei,"  "  b«7  of  Aloudur,  or  IHk«7,  1w4  • 

My*  Itilegb,  ■<  were  it  Dot  in  every  "  port  DDder  oar  lee,  that  we  mitfal 

"  Diui'i  knowledge.     In  Uie  lut  en-  "  hare  kept  oor  tranaportinff-iUpa 

"  terpriae  of  worth,  nadertaken  \ij  "  with  our  mea  of  war,  we  had,  )D  all 

"  oar    Rngliab    nation     with    three  "  likelihood,  taken  the  Indian  fatt 

"  aqnidroni  of  lUpi,  connnanded  by  "  and  the  Aaorea."    S«e  nr  Wahv 

■'  the  «ari  of  Eian,  the  earl  of  Snf-  Ralegfa'a  Apotogr  for  hii  nj»§e  Id 

'*  fblk,  (who  waa lord Tlmuai  How-  Goiua,  p.  ■■,  n. 
"  ard,]  and  myadf,  when  «••  abo 
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seeming  to  have  melted  down  most  of  the  speeches  in  this 
session,  for  brevity,  into  a  narrative  of  its  proceedings, 
little  or  nothing  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  arguments  is  to  be 
particularly  extracted.  Nor  only  in  the  speeches,  but  other 
circumstances,  has  that  clerk  been  deficient,  particm^arly 
one,  in  which  Ralegh  was  concerned,  relating  to  some  nice 
distinction  of  form  or  ceremony  wherewith  the  lords  are 
wont  to  receive  the  commons  on  certain  occasions ;  which 
therefore  we  must  take,  as  Ax)m  the  journals  of  the  upper 
house  it  has  been  represented ;  and  there  it  appears,  that 
some  condescension  in  the  lord-keeper  Egerton  had  raised 
an  objection  in  the  commons  on  its  bmng  now  omitted. 
For,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  January,  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
with  divers  other  knights  and  burgesses,  being  sent  to  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  lords,  upon  some  amendments  of 
the  bill  for  erecUng  houses  of  correction  bef(»re  mentioned ; 
and  signification  being  given,  that  they  might  come  in  to 
receive  their  answer,  it  was  thought  proper  that  the  lord- 
keeper  should  now  deliver  it  sitting  in  his  place^  (the  lords 
also  ffltting,)  and  not  by  going  down  to  the  bar,  as  the  form 
IB  when  the  lords  receive  bills  or  messages  from  them  ; 
and  as  the  lord-keeper  had  sometimes  before  done,  it  seems, 
in  delivering  answers.  This  reception  being  represented  to 
the  house  of  commons,  they  sent  some  other  members  to 
defflre  satisfaction,  as  for  an  innovation  derogatory  to  their 
Uberty.  Here  sir  Walter  Ral^h^s  part  in  this  difierence 
ending,  we  shall  refer  our  readers  to  an  abstract  of  its  con- 
sequence at  the  foot  of  the  pageX,  that  too  much  interrup- 


7  Upon  tbit  meiMge  the  lords 
ooDsulted  toachiog  tbe  usage  of  their 
house,  as  it  liad  been  olMerred  by 
those  of  loDgest  contiBuaiice  therein ; 
and  it  was  resolred,  that  their  cns- 
tom  was  and  is,  «  When  any  bills  or 
**  messages  be  brongfatfttmi  the  boose 
**  of  commons  to  the  upper  house, 
**  the  lord-keeper  and  the  rest  of  the 
**  kuds  are  to  rise  and  go  down  to 
'<  die  bar  to  meet  those  who  come 
**  from  the  commons,  and  there  re- 
**  ceive  their  said  messages  or  bills  t 
*'  but,  contrariwise,  wIm^u  any  an- 


'<  swer  is  to  be  delirered  by  the  lord- 
"  keeper,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
"  the  house,  to  sudi  as  come  firom 
"  the  commons,  these  membeis  are 
"  10  receire  the  same  standing  to- 
"  wards  the  lower  end  of  the  said 
"  upper  house,  without  the  bar ;  and 
"  the  lord-keeper  is  to  delirer  it  sit- 
«  ting  in  his  place,  with  Ids  head  co- 
<*  Tered,  the  other  lords  also  keeping 
«  their  places;  and  that  whenever  it 
**  had  been  otherwise  done,  it  was  by 
«  emror  mistake,  and  therefore  not 
**  to  be  drawn  into  precedent"  Then 
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tion  may  not  appear  in  the  thread  of  his  story ;  and  only 
observe,  as  to  the  remainder  of  this  session,  that  it  was 
closed  with  a  grant  to  the  queen  d*  three  suhsidies  and  ax 
fiAeenths  and  tenths'. 

The  parliameat  b^g  dissolved  on  the  ninth  of  Feb- 
ruary, Rale^  seems  not  to  have  rewded  \aag  in  town ;  tot, 
soon  after,  some  regulations  being  made  for  the  public  good 
of  those  peofde  over  whom  he  prefdded,  by  his  offices  d 
power,  in  the  west  of  England,  we  find  him  celebrated,  for 
bis  exercise  thereof  among  them,  as  a  very  worthy  patriot 
in  several  instances.  The  lord  Burghley  is  mentioned  in 
one  of  them,  who  died  about  six  months  after  the  said  par- 
liament Innke  up^  that  is  to  say,  in  August  1598 ;  therefore 
we  must  here  relate  it  as  occurring  before  thb  time.  It 
ctHicenied  the  restoration  of  certain  manors  to  their  ancient 
tenure  in  Cornwall ;  for  there  are  seventeen  appertaining  to 
that  duchy,  which  took  or  renewed  their  holdings,  as  they 
call  it,  every  seven  years  of  certain  commissioners,  for  near 
three  centuries  past ;  whereby  the  tenants  reckoned  a  kind 
of  inheiitable  estate  accruing  to  them.     But,  notwithstand- 

tbc  mtlomej-general    and   aer^uit  cjeot  peers,  were  uiured  bf  tbem, 

DmrbclDC  Mat  to  the  lower  bauM,  that  Ihe  true  lud  ri^l  form  of  r«- 

ligfiiiGed,  that  if  iliey  would  (end  lor  ceiring  bills  or  mesuges.  aad  deli- 

an  aonnrtolheir  demauds,  it  tboald  vering  annrers  by  the   lord-keeper, 

be  giTco.   The  commoDi  ■ccordiaglj'  vut  u  ia  abore  related  i  and  that 

sent  tbe  uiine  persona  who  bad  before  aome  late  iuadTertenc;  in  the  regard 

demanded  aatiahction.    But,  being  thereof,  wii  llie  occailoo  of  IbcJT 

come  to  the  home,  and  baviog  placed  preKDt  miicoiiBtructioD.    Hereupon 

tbemielres  at  the  lower  end  of  tbe  the  home  of  commons  was  titisGed; 
and  the  same  form  was  afterwarda 
kept accordingl;.  SirSimoDD'Ewea' 

came  ana  metUiem  at  llie  tiar  to  de-  Joernal  of  Qneen  Eliiabefli's  Hulia- 

liTer  tbaii  ancwer,  tbe  said  keeper  menls,  fol.  1708.  p.  »g,  C40. 

moTed  tbem  to  i^roach  and  recrive  '  Of  tbese  taiea,  Camden  gives  us 

it :    then  Atj,  not   percdving  the  this  explanation.    A  fifteeotb  and  ■ 

lOTds  advance  to  the  bar,  protested,  tenth  is  a  ccrtiun  tax  on  eiery  ci^, 

by  sir  W.  Knollea,  that  Ibey  had  not  borough,  and  town,  not  upon  erery 

comiDiaaion  to   raceiTe   any  answer  man  in   particnlari    but  a  gMWal 

in  that  fonn;   so  departed.    Here-  snm,  in  proportion  (o  the  fiftaCDth 

upon  a  motion   was  sent  from  the  part  of  the  wealdi  of  the  respectiTe 

knls  to  tbe  commons  for  a  confer-  places:  a  subsidy  we  call  that  iMA 

ence  in  tbe  oncward  i^reiit  chamber,  is  imposed  on  everv  nogle  penon,  at 

to  reconcile  tfaii  matter;  wbere  ihe  0iey  are  aasened  by  poU,.aecardlDf 

afi}resaid  memben,  meeting  the  arch-  to  tbe  value  of  thdr  gooii  and  lands, 

hiibop  of  Canterbury,  loid-treaaarer  Elii.  anno  ij6j.      ^ 
Burnley,  and  others  of  tbe  moat  an- 
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ing  this  long  prescription,  a  bold  and  busy  person  in  these 
times,  getting  an  exchequer-lease  of  one  or  two  such  tene- 
ments, called  the  whole  right  in  question ;  but,  failing  of 
success,  another,  soon  after,  resumed  the  broken  title,  and 
prosecuted  it  even  to  a  nisiprius.  Hereupon,  the  tenants 
deputed  certain  gentlemen,  among  whom  was  the  author  of 
this  passage,  Richard  Carew  of  Anthony,  esq.  one  of  the 
deputy-lieutenants  of  the  county,  to  repair  to  London  with 
a  petition  to  the  said  lord-treasurer  Burghley ;  who,  calling  to 
him  the  chancellor  and  barons  of  the  exchequer,  found  (be- 
sides this  long  continuance,  and  the  importance  thereof,  as 
touching  the  ruin  of  above  a  thousand  inhabitants)  that  her 
majesty  possessed  no  lands  which  yielded  her  so  fair  a  benefit 
as  these,  in  rents,  fines,  heriots,  and  other  perquisites. 
These  reasons  found  favourable  allowance,  but  did  not  pro- 
cure an  effectual  remedy,  till  the  said  gentlemen  became 
supplicants  to  her  majesty  in  person;  who  then,  having 
been  prepared,  it  seems,  by  Ralegh^s  applications  and  in- 
terest, testified  her  dislike  of  the  attempter ;  and  expressly 
R«ttoretthe  ordered  the  cessation  of  his  attempt.  For,  says  this  au- 
Don  in  '  thor,  herein  we  were  beholden  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh'^s  earnest 
Cornwtii  to  writing,  who  was  then  in  the  country ;  also  to  the  advice 
dent  te-  of  sir  Henry,  and  the  solicitations  of  Mr.  W.  Killegrew  *. 
Another  example  of  his  zealous  affection  for  the  ease  and 
advantage  of  these  people  under  his  jurisdiction,  appears  in 
his  lightening  them  of  a  certain  burdensome  tax,  which 
carried  many  other  inconveniences  with  it  For,  as  the  pro- 
ducts and  commodities  in  those  western  parts  had  been  an- 
ciently very  much  oppressed  with  tributes  to  the  earls  of 
Cornwall,  whereby  the  condition  of  a  Cornish  inhabitant 
and  a  French  peasant  differed  very  little ;  so  latterly,  while 
Ral^h  was  lieutenant  of  that  county,  there  wanted  not 
some,  who,  through  favour  at  court,  and  plausible  repre- 
sentations to  her  majesty,  did  in  part  revive  the  same; 
and,  under  pretext  of  restoring  a  rent  decayed  ever  since 
the  ninth  of  king  Henry  II.  to  the  pretended  detriment  of 

•  Carew's  Surrey  of  Cornwall,  4to.  i6oa.  p.  36.  b.37. 
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the  crown,  procured  letters  patent,  that  none  should  salt, 
dry,  or  pack  any  fish  in  Devonshire  or  Cornwall,  without 
their  licence  or  warrant ;  the  ill  consequences  whereof  grew 
so  apparent,  as  being  what  would  have  made  that  patentee 
an  absolute  disposer  of  all  the  western  shipping  and  traffic, 
with  thdr  sea  and  land  dependants,  that  the  Cornish  jus- 
tices, whereof  Mr.  Carew  aforesaid  was  one,  made  suit  to 
the  privy-council  for  redress;  and,  <^  through  the  never- Procaret 


(( 


failing  forwardness  and  backing  of  sir  Walter  Ral^h,''*''*'*^'*'**" 


tion  of  ft 


says  the  same  author,  *^  obtained  a  revocation  thereof^.^taxoothe 
Here,  not  to  divide  from  this  head  what  properly  falls  un-^°^ 
der  it,  we  may  also  add  Ralegh^s  good  offices,  the  two  fol- 
lowing years,  for  freeing  the  inhabitants  of  these  parts  from 
those  heavy  impositions  with  which  the  trade  and  manu- 
facture also  of  their  tin-works  were  very  much  embarrassed. 
These  impontions  were  occasioned  by  the  merchants  and 
usurers  who  advanced  money  to  the  tinners,  upon  whom 
their  encroachments  were  now  grown  so  exorbitant,  that 
Ralegh  was  importuned  to  revive  the  privilege  of  preemp- 
tion, founded  on  that  clause  in  the  charter  of  king  Edward 
I.  allowing  them  to  vend  their  tin  to  their  best  behoof,  nisi 
nos  ipsi  emere  voluerimus.  It  had  been  attempted  by 
others  before  him,  who  alleged  many  reasons  how  it  might 
prove  advantageous,  not  only  to  her  majesty,  but  the  coun- 
try, and  prejudicial  to  none  but  those  extortioners,  who 
practised  a  far  worse  kind  of  preemption  ^.     But  though 


*  Carew't  Survey  of  Cornwa]!,  p. 
79.  b.  So. 

<  **  Wben  any  western  gentle- 
**  man/*  says  Mr.  Careir,  '*  wants 
**  money  to  defkmy  his  expenses  at 
**  London,  ho  resorts  to  one  of  the 
«  tin-merchants  to  borrow  some ; 
"  but  shall  as  soon  wrest  the  club 
«  out  of  Hercnies's  fist,  as  one  pen- 
*'  nv  ont  of  their  fingers,  unless  they 
*'  give  bond  for  every  twenty  pounds 
*<  so  taken  in  loan,  to  deliver  1000 
«  pound  weight  of  tin  at  the  next 
*'  coinage,  which  shall  be  within  two 
*'  or  three  months,  or  half  a  year  at 
**  farthest.    At  which  time  the  price 
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«« 
« 
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of  every  thousand  will  not  fail  to 
be  at  least  twenty-three,  pwfaapa 
twenty- five  pounds;  yea,  and  after 
promise  made,  must  be  driven 
with  some  indignity  to  make  three 
or  four  errands  to  his  house,  be- 
fore he  shall  get  the  money  de- 
livered. Thus  some  one  meithant 
will  have  500  pounds  out  befor»- 
hand,  reaping  thereby  a  doaUe 
commodity,  both  of  excessive  gain 
for  his  loan,  and  of  assurance  of 
being  served  with  tin  for  Ua 


ney.  This  they  say  is  oo  ntnrr, 
forsooth,  because  the  price  of  tiais 
not  commonly  known  befordwiid; 
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this  means  of  redress  was  by  those  persons  hotly  begun,  and 
a  reasonable  price  offered,  it  soon  cooled  again,  till  it  re- 
ceived a  new  life  in  Michaelmas  term  1599 ;  for  then  the 
Cornish  men,  being  in  London,  were  called  before  the  prin- 
cipal lords  of  her  majesty^s  council,  and  the  matter  was 
there  debated  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  behalf  of  the  coun- 
try, against  those  advocates  deputed  for  the  merchants  who 
had  promoted  this  suit ;  and  he  brought  it  to  such  a  con- 
clusion that  articles  were  signed.  Indeed  it  did  not  imme- 
RcTiTMtiic  diately  take  effect:  yet,  it  seems,  the  privilege  was  after- 
Srr^  wards  invested  in  Ralegh,  «id  that  he  put  his  power  in 
execution.  In  November^  the  following  year,  he  held  a 
court  at  Lostwithiel,  the  usual  place  for  stannary  causes ; 
where  having  signified  her  majesty^s  pleasure  for  a  new  tax 
of  nx  pounds  on  every  thousand  weight  of  tin  that  should 
be  transported,  besides  two  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings 
already  payable,  he  told  them  also,  that  her  majesty  had 
been  prevailed  on  so  far  to  disengage  them  from  dealing 
with  the  merchants  and  usurers,  that  she  would  disbiurse 
four  thousand  pounds  in  loan  to  the  tinners  for  a  yearns 
^Mce,  and  was  contented  to  be  repaid  in  tin<^ :  and,  lastly, 
what  appears  totally  to  have  excluded  those  merchants 
from  the  exercise  of  their  impositions  is,  that,  by  the  time 
of  the  ensuing  parliament,  Ralegh  appears  to  have  had  the 
power  of  preemption  granted  him ;  because,  in  a  speech  of 
his,  which  we  shall  take  notice  of,  having  justly  maintained 
his  title  thereto,  from  the  charter  before  mentioned,  he  yet 
no  less  generously  offers  to  re^gn  it,  as  indeed  he  not  long 
after  voluntarily  did*,  if  those,  who  had  privileges  of  far 


**  (for  once  only,  within  these  twelve 
**  yean,  on  paqioee  to  escape  the  pe- 
"  nalty  of  the  law,  they  brought  it 
'*  a  little  under  twenty  pounds  the 
**  Ihousand ;)  but,  if  to  take  abore 
'*  fifty  in  the  hundred  be  extremity, 
**  whataoerer  name  3^on  list  to  give 
**  it,  this,  in  truth,  can  be  no  other 
'*  than  cut-tiunoat  and  abominable 
**  dealing."  Surrey  of  Cornwall,  p. 
14.  b.  16. 


*  Idem,  p.  1 7.  b. 

*  Then  it  was  recommended  to 
king  James;  however,  he  had  just 
before  made  a  proclamation  agunst 
all  monopolies ;  for  in  1604  there 
were  sercaral  schemes  and  estimates 
drawn  up  on  this  project  of  preemp- 
tion ;  one  whereof  sets  forth  the  pro- 
fits of  it,  and  disadvantages  of  putting 
it  down.  In  another  we  find  this 
particular ;  «  There  are  two  coinages 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  815 

less  ancient  establishment,  would  follow  his  example.     But 
as  these  and  his  other  eminent  services  to  those  people  ai^ 
best  to  be  judged  of  by  such  as  beheld  and  tasted  the  bene- 
fits that  flowed  from  them  ;  so  we  shall  here  only  add  the 
public  acknowledgment  thereof  which  Mr.  Carew  made,  a 
few  months  after  that  parliament  rose,  in  the  following  deu 
dication  to  nr  Walter  Ralegh,  of  his  excellent  Survey  of 
Cornwall.    *'  This  my  ill-husbanded  Survey,  long  since  be- 
gun, a  great  while  discontinued,  lately  reviewed,  and  now 
hastily  finished,  appeals  to  your  lordship^s  direction  whe- 
*'  ther  it  Tshould  pass ;  to  your  correction,  if  it  do  pass ;  and 
«  to  your  protection,  when  it  is  passed.     Neither  unduly : 
^^  for  the  same  intreats  of  the  province  and  persons  over 
whose  bodies  and  estates  you  carry  a  lai^,  both  martial 
and  civil,  command  by  your  authority;  but  in  whose 
*'  hearts  and  loves  you  possess  afSar  greater  interest  by  your 
'^  kindness.     Your  ears  and  mouth  have  ever  been  open  to 
*'  hear  and  deliver  our  grievances ;  and  your  feet  and  hands 
^'  ready  to  go  and  work  their  redress ;  and  that,  not  only 
*^  always  as  a  magistrate  of  yourself,  but  also  very  often  as 
a  suitor  aiid   solicitor  to  others  of  the  highest  place. 
Wherefore  I,  as  one  of  the  common  beholden,  present 
*^  this  token  of  my  private  gratitude.     It  is  duty,  and  not 
<'  presumption,  that  hath  drawn  me  to  the  offering ;  and  it 
**  must  be  favour,  and  not  desert,  that  shall  move  your  lord- 
ship to  acceptance :  and  so  I  take  humble  leave,  resting 
no  less  willing  to  serve  you,  than  under  you.^ 
This  author  (Mr.  Carew)  subscribes  himself  to  that  de- 
dication, sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  kinsman;   but  was  no  less 
ennobled  and  honoured  for  his  accomplishments  than  his  £eip- 
mily,  as  Camden  has  observed ;  who  further  acknowledges 
the  great  asastance  he  received  in  his  description  of  Corn- 
wall frcm  this  author^s  curious  Survey  of  its  antiquities  and 
natural  hbtory  ^.     For  his  abilities  in  these  studies  he  was 

*<  of  tin  every  year,  ind  about  eleren  '*  9500/."    Cotton  library,  Titos  B. 

**  or  twelve  handred  ton  coined  at  V.  towards  the  end  of  the  Tolnme. 

<*  each  time ;  and  if  the  king  farms  '  Camden's  Britannim   in  Com- 

**  the  preemption  for  10,000}.  then  wall. 
"  there  wiO  remain  to  the  Aurmers 
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admitted  (as  upon  a  very  modest  occasion  he  mentions 
himself)  an  associate  of  the  antiquary  colleges.  A  frag- 
ment of  the  speech  he  made  at  his  introduction  to  the  said 
society,  among  other  materials  relating  to  him,  I  communi- 
cated, about  a  dozen  years  since,  to  the  learned  and  inge- 
nious writer  of  his  life,  before  the  new  impression  of  his 
works  ^.  And  now  that  he  was  in  London,  soliciting  one  of 
the  aforesaid  causes,  (for  the  Cornish  tinners,)  I  find  his 
name  mentioned  in  a  list  of  near  twenty  other  antiquaries, 
who  were  summoned  to  a  meeting  at  the  house  of  garter 
king  of  arms,  (which,  I  suppose,  was  sir  William  Dethicke, 
at  die  HeraldVofiice,)  in  order,  probably,  to  receive  some 
questions,  or  bring  his  opinion  in  writing  to  others  which 
had  been  propounded,  as  the  manner  then  was*.  Now, 
perceiving  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  have  patronised  the  anti- 
quities of  Cornwall,  written  by  one  member  of  that  society, 
and  that  Mr.  John  Hooker,  another  gentleman  learned  in 
the  antiquities  of  this  realm,  and  perhaps  a  member  also  of 
the  same  body,  (for  their  names  are  not  all  yet  known,)  ad- 
dressed his  historical  record  of  Devonshire  to  a  person  of 
honourable  place  in  the  commonwealth,  who  is  conceived  by 
one  that  had  seen  it  to  have  been  also  sir  Walter  Ralegh  ^; 
to  which  honourable  person  the  said  work  being  delivered 
at  its  autHor'^s  death,  he  committed  it  to  Mr.  Dodderidge, 
another  member  of  the  said  society :  (who  had  leisure  to  fit 
it  for,  and  did  recommend  it  to  the  press,  though  it  never 


s  Carew's  Survey  of  Cornwall, 
p.  6i.  b. 

^  In  quarto,  i7«3. 

'  This  snofimonv,  dated  anno  Do- 
m\am  Elis.  41 .  ii  published  from  a 
MS.  in  the  Aahmolean  Museum  si 
Oxford,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Heame :  see 
his  Preface  to  a  collection  of  curious 
discourses  by  eminent  antiquaries, 
8vo.  Ozon.  1730.  p.  41.  Th^  dis- 
courses were  written  between  the 
year  1590  and  1605;  therefore  do, 
I  think,  somewhat  disprove  sir  Hen- 
nr  Spelman's  computation,  (at  least 
that  summons  does,)  that  this  so- 
ciety of  antiquaries  was  discontinued 
for  twenW  years,  and  then  revived  in 
1614.     King  James  was  about  this 


year,  or  soon  after,  so  hot  upon  his 
college  of  controversial  divinity  at 
Chelsea,  that  I  wonder  not  at  his 
discouragement  of  the  said  society, 
through  I  know  not  what  suspicion 
or  pretence  of  their  troubling  mat- 
ters of  state  or  religion,  whereby 
thdr  meeting  was  wholly  broke  of; 
though,  as  Spelman  affirms,  they 
had  resolved  to  forbear  all  arguments 
on  those  subjects.  See  sir  Henry 
Spelman's  preface  to  his  Law  Terms, 
as  printed  from  a  MS.  in  the  Bod- 
leian library,  by  Dr.  Gibson,  the 
present  bishop  of  London,  in  his  Life 
of  Mr.  Camden. 

^  J.  Prince*s  Worthies  of  Devon,  iu 
the  Life  of  J.  Hooker,  fol.  388. 
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was  printed  ^ :)  finding  also'that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  ac- 
quainted with,  and  honourably  spoken  of  by  others  of  this 
assembly,  as  sir  Henry  Spelman,  also  sir  Robert  Cotton, 
firom  whose  Ubrary  we  find  Ralegh  afterwards  borrowing 
some  manuscripts,  and  that  Mr.  John  Selden  was  obliged 
to  Ralegfa^s  library  for  others ;  I  could  not  but  think  him  a  member 
somehow  related  to  the  said  society,  and  at  last  have  found riLtyofmi 
that  he  likewise  was  a  member  thereof.  This  intelligence  I  tiqoanet. 
receive  from  another  list  of  these  associates,  in  a  manuscript 
addressed  soon  after  Ralegh^s  death  to  king  James ;  which 
also  further  contains  this  observation  upon  that  sodety. 
*'  There  was  a  time,  most  excellent  king,  when  as  well 
'*  under  queen  Elizabeth,  as  under  your  majesty,  certain 
*^  choice  gentlemen,  men  of  known  proof,  were  knit  together, 
**  staAa  temporibtis,  by  the  love  of  these  studies,  upon  con- 
*^  tribution  among  themselves :  which  company  connsted  of 
an  elective  president  and  of  darissimi ;  of  other  anti- 
quaries, and  a  register.  But  this  their  meeting,  whose 
profession  reached  only  to  the  matter  of  our  antiquities, 
deserved  to  have  an  incorporative  connection,  by  way  of 
authority  royal ;  for  want  whereof,  they  being  deprived 
'*  of  the  benefit  of  suffection  and  substitution,  a  few  of  their 
^'  friends  and  persons  d3dng,  the  thing  itself  is  absolutely 
'^  vanished :  succession  performing  that  in  civil  bodies, 
''  which  generation  does  in  natural  ^.'^ 


(( 
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*  J.  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon,  in 
the  Life  of  J.  Hooker,  fol.388. 

"  Tbor  names,  however,  deserv- 
ing to  live  with  honour,  the  sud  au- 
thor sets  them  down,  as  they  arose 
to  his  mindy  promiscuously,  in  the 
following  manner.^— Thomas  esrl 
of  Dorset,  Henry  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton, ntsalen  the  last  earl  ^f  Arun- 
del, WiUUm  kml  Burghley,  the  Her- 
berts earls  of  Pembroke,  the  learned 
lord  Lumley,  sir  Philip  Sidoey,  sir 
Henry  Billingsley,  sir  Gilbert  and 
sir  vnUiam  Dethicke,  sir  Henry 
Fanshaw,  Dr.  Bartholomew  Clark, 
and  dean  Cousins  ;  sir  Daniel 
Donne,  sir  Walter  Cope,  and  Ralegh ; 
Mr.  Benedict  Bamham,  Dr.  Cowel, 
Francis   Thynne,    esq.    Lancaster ; 


Mr.  Glover,  Somerset ;  Henesge, 
keeper  of  the  records;  Benefield, 
Erdswick,  Lamtiert,  Valence,  &c. 
esqs.;  Mr.  Talbot,  aud  Mr.  John  Stow, 
&c.  Then  telling  the  king  how 
justly  the  dissolution  of  so  well  an 
intended  exercise  was  lamented  by 
all  those  worthy  patriots,  who  knew 
his  majesty's  realms  afforded  living 
persons  of  prime  worth,  fit  to  keep 
up  and  celebrate  that  round  table, 
he  cites  some  of  thdr  names ;  as, 
lord  William  Howard,  lord  Carew, 
sir  Fulk  Grevile,  sir  Robert  Cotton, 
sir  P.  Manwood,  sir  John  Davis,  sir 
Henry  Savile,  Mr.  Camden,  sir  Hen- 

?r    Spdman,    Dr.  John    Hayward, 
ate,  Whitlock,  Selden,  and  Bolton. 
Thus  in  a  MS.  entitled.  An  Address 
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But,  to  return  a  little  into  the  more  open  and  public 
current  of  action,  we  must  here  observe,  that  king  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France  having,  about  the  end  of  the  last  par- 
liament, informed  the  queen  of  England,  bj  an  ambassador; 
that  he  had  held  some  conferences  with  the  Spanish  ministers 
about  a  peace,  but  would  come  to  no  conclusion  without 
ber  consent  and  that  of  the  United  States,  her  majesty  sent 
some  commissioners  over ;  and,  while  they  were  negotiating 
this  business  in  France,  she  had  the  argument  very  closely 
debated  in  her  council  at  home.  Here  Essex  was  one  of 
those,  who  would  by  no  means  listen  to  any  manner  of  ac- 


for  a  Corporation  Royal,  to  be 
fonnded  under  the  title  of  king 
Jamtt  his  academ,  or  coUege  ofho- 
nmar;  fol.  eleven  sheets,  p.  6—9. 
Mj  reasons  that  it  was  written  in 
1619,  and  conjectures  by  whom,  1 
have  given  in  tiie  book  itself,  which 
is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George 
Vertne,  whose  readiness  to  impart 
from  his  own  curious  collections, 
and  procure  from  those  of  his  learned 
and  worthy  friends,  whatever  might 
be  useful  to  my  present  undertaking, 
deserves  more  frequent  acknowledg- 
OMUts,  as  having  in  several  other 
places  conduced  to  the  illustration 
ttwreof.  This  list  of  our  primitive 
antiquaries,  and  that  in  the  learned 
Dr.  Smith's  Life  of  sir  Robert  Cot- 
ton, together  with  those  in  Mr. 
Heame*s  Preface,  p.  41.  aforesaid, 
and  p.  1 1  a.  may  perhaps  somewhat 
alleviate  this  last  author's  "  despair 
**  of  getting  a  perfect  catalogue  of 
''  tfaow  eminent  and  excellent  men, 
**  though  several  of  thdr  names  were 
<<  industriously  concealed  since  the 
**  dissolution  of  the  sodety."  And 
tills  remark  wUl  lead  us  to  observe, 
how  obscurely  even  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh is  huddled  over  in  the  list  here 
above  exhibited.  It  was  surely  in- 
tended as  a  coiutly  compliment, 
thus  to  lop  off  all  distinction  or  title 
of  honour,  by  saddling  him  behind 
another  sir  Walter,  and  shewing  his 
very  name  headless,  to  that  person 
who  had  newly  made  his  body  so. 
Another  observation  which  occurs  to 
me  from  this  list  is,  that  it  seems  to 
carry  the  antiquity  of  this  societ}' 


higher  than  is  commonly  appre- 
hended :  for  if  Robert  Glover,  who 
was  made  Somerset  herald  in  157 if 
(as  I  find  in  a  MS.  written  by  the 
late  Peter  Le  Neve,  esq.,  Norroy, 
upon  the  succession  of  the  heralds 
from  queen  Mary's  reign,)  died  in 
1583,  as  I  think  the  same  MS.  de- 
monstrates, or  at  least  as  Dr.  Fuller 
informs  us ;  the  said  society  roust 
have  been  existent  in  this  year,  how 
much  more  early  soever  it  was  be- 
fore. As  to  its  interrupted  progress 
down  to  our  time,  it  would  demand, 
as  it  does  deserve,  an  ample  history 
to  display  it.  This  general  view  we 
may  here  spare  room  for:  that  in 
the  former  part  of  King  Chaiies's 
reign  it  bloomed  out  afresh ;  but 
drooped  in  the  civil  wars.  It  seems 
to  have  shone  forth  again  after  Oli- 
ver Crom  well's  death  ;  for  then  Mr. 
Ashroole,  in  the  diary  of  his  own 
life,  mentions  the  antiquaries  feast ; 
but,  during  the  factions  in  the  dose 
of  king  Charles  II.'s  reign,  to  have 
been  under  a  dond.  It  was  revived 
in  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty, 
anno  171 7,  and  has  continued  to 
this  day.  Having  gathered  in  this 
space  to  a  body  of  fifty  or  nxty 
members,  nobility  as  well  as  gentry, 
and  clergy  as  well  as  laity ;  some  of 
whom  are  well  known  in  the  Repub- 
lic of  Letters  for  their  own  labours, 
and  many  highly  deserving  from  it, 
for  contributing  to  the  improvement 
of  other  men's ;  among  wUch,  grati- 
tude cannot  omit  the  Life  of  sir 
W.  Ralegh. 
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commodaUon ;  and,  while  the  natter  was  upon  the  carpet, 
was  so  expeditiouB  as  to  produce  a  formal  apolt^,  in  writ- 
ing, for  his  reasons;  it  being  dated  in  1598,  and  writlcn  be* 
fore  the  king  of  Spain's  death  in  the  banning  of  Septem- 
ber tlie  same  year.  Yet,  upon  this  topic,  there  eOBued  a 
warm  dispute,  says  Camden,  betwixt  the  queen  and  Essex  i 
as  also  upon  her  choosing  some  able  nunister  to  Bupeiintend 
the  affairB  of  Ireland.  She  looked  upon  the  earrs  uncle,  nr 
William  Knolles,  as  a  proper  person  for  that  charge.  Es- 
sex prderred  or  George  Carew,  perhaps  on  purpose,  says 
Camden,  to  get  rid  at  him :  and,  when  the  queen  would  . 
not  be  persuaded  to  approve  his  choice,  he,  quite  forgettk^  < 
all  duty,  turned  his  back  upon  her  in  a  contemptuous  lonw 
ner.  The  queen,  unable  to  bear  his  insolence,  dismtsssd 
him  her  presence  with  a  box  on  the  ear.  The  fury  Uiis 
threw  the  earl  into  is  better  concaved  than  expressed ;  bat 
having,  with  his  hand  on  his  sword,  tcJd  the  queen,  "  he 
"  would  not  have  taken  such  a  blow  from  her  father,"  he  re- 
tired from  court.  The  lord-keeper  Egerton  sent  him  a  pru- 
dent and  patnfying  letter;  in  which,  among  other  whole- 
some motives  to  submiswon  aitd  complacency,  he  says,  **  In 
"  this  course  you  hold,  if  you  have  any  enemies,  you  do 
"  that  for  them  which  they  could  never  do  for  themselves; 
"  while  your  friends  you  leave  to  soom  and  contempf" 
The  earl  returned  a  long  and  passionate  answer,  as  Camdoi 
calls  it  i  in  which  it  appears,  he  had  also  auflered  some  im- 
prisonment ;  and  wherein  he  makes  this  reply  to  those  ob- 
jections: "  In  this  course  do  I  any  thing  for  my  enemiesf 
"  When  I  was  present,  I  found  them  absolute;  aiid  thet&- 
"  fore  I  had  rather  they  should  triumph  alone,  than  have 
"  me  attendant  upon  their  chariots.  Or  do  I  leave  my 
"  friends?  When  I  was  a  courtier,  I  could  sell  them  no  - 
"  fruit  of  my  love ;  and  now  I  am  a  hermit,  they  shall  bear 
"  no  envy  for  thrir  love  to  me"."    But  the  lord-keeper 

■  These  qaoUtioni  I  h»re  mule  the  right  boiMmnble  Ibe  lord  Cole> 

from  tbe  ancicDt  >Dd  fair  copies  in  a  rune,  fel.  345,  5JI ;  where  Eawi'i 

votoDM  of  Stale  Letten,  written  be.  letter  Id  tbe  lotd-kemr  oMdadet 

twecD    tbe  jean   1J.13    and    1619,  witli  tbeae  wordi ;  "  Lm  Soloaaa't 

tmong  the  valuable  oollectiotM    of  "  fool  laagb  vhen  be  la  attidMD ; 
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soon  brought  him  out  of  his  hermitage ;  and  he  was  in  a 
little  time  readmitted  into  the  queen's  favour.  However, 
his  friends,  according  to  Camden,  were  apt  to  date  his  ruin 
from  this  unlucky  circumstance:  and  indeed  it  hence  ap- 
pears, he  had  no  enemies  so  great,  or  who  so  much  con- 
spired to  his  fall,  as  his  own  passions,  his  unreasonable  ex- 
pectations of  an  absolute  conformity  to  his  own  will,  and 
impatience  to  behold  any  body  aspire  to  distinction,  who  did 
it  not  through  his  patronage  and  protection.  Of  this  he 
gave  a  most  notorious  example  about  this  time ;  in  which 
he  made  Ralegh  a  public  object  of  his  opposition,  though  it 
ended  in  his  own  disgrace,  and  hb  relapse  into  the  queen^s 
displeasure ;  which  he  might  have  prevented,  had  he  kept 
his  word  to  the  lord-keeper,  and  suffered  Ralegh  to  have 
triumphed  alone :  for  during  this  reconciliation,  or  last 
blaze  Essex  made  with  any  credit  at  court,  this  memorable 
contest  seems  to  have  been  promoted  by  him,  at  the  martial 
exercises  performed  on  the  queen^s  birthday,  which  was  the 
17th  of  November :  at  least  I  think  it  could  not  happen 
later  than  the  year  above  cited  in  this  reign;  because 
Essex'^s  violent  courses  throughout  the  remainder  of  it,  al- 
low of  no  opportunity  or  countenance  for  his  further  ap- 
pearance at  diose  entertainments :  and  as  for  the  preceding 
tnrthdays,  Essex  seems  not  to  have  been  spirited  up  by  his 
incendiaries  enough  for  raising  such  a  division  or  party,  as 
appeared  upon  this  occasion,  till  the  last  year,  when  they 
returned  Ax)m  the  island  voyage;  and  then  it  must  have 
happened  during  the  sitting  of  the  parliament,  which  may 
not  be  so  probable.  Therefore  I  shall  here  recite  the 
scattered  circumstances  I  have  met  with,  relating  to  this 
event,  till  I  am  better  informed  in  what  year  more  cer- 
tunly  to  fix  it. 

These  martial  exercises  were  the  jousts  or  tournaments 

**  let  thote  who  mean  to  rnake  their  self  an  ill  imitator  of  bin  old  tutor 

*<  profit  of  princes  shew  to  hare  no  in  court-conduct,  Leicester,  who  bad 

**  aenae  of  princes  injuries  ;  let  them  attuned  to  the  art,  not  only  of  pocket- 

**  adcnowledge  an  infinite  absolute-  ing  all  affronts,  but  of  construing 

**  nesa  on  earth,  who  do  not  bdiere  them  into  favours,  and  eren  convert- 

**  an  abaolute  infiniteuess  in  heaven,*'  ing  them  into  benefits. 
Ac.     But   hereby  disoorered   him- 
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wherewith  the  most  active  nobles  and  cavaliers  of  those 
times  celebrated  the  queen'^s  birthday  every  year,  in  the 
Tilt-yard,  near  her  palace  at  Whitehall.  Here  her  niar* 
jesty  was  commonly  herself  a  spectator  of  them,  with  her 
attendants  of  both  sexes ;  as  likewise  all  the  foreign  ambas- 
sadors, and  a  numerous  concourse  besides,  both  of  the  court 
and  city.  History  has  not  been  very  particular  of  Ralq;fa^s 
appearance  at  those  assemblies ;  as  by  what  colour  or  im» 
presses  he  distinguished  himself,  with  what  success  he  ran 
the  careers,  or  what  favours  he  bore  away :  but,  as  upon  all 
other  public  occasions,  he  made  a  most  rich  and  splendid 
figure,  so  we  find,  upon  these  days  of  triumph,  non^  sur- 
passed him  in  military  bravery.  I  have  somewhere  read  df 
his  curious  fine  armoury ;  and,  as  I  remember,  that  part  of 
it  is,  or  was  preserved  in  the  Tower  of  London ;  but  it  is 
more  apparent  that,  probably  for  some  of  these  grand  en- 
tertainments, he  either  made  himself,  or  was  presented  by 
his  royal  mistress  with,  a  suit  of  armour  all  of  solid  silver :  I 
for  there  are  still  in  being,  not  only  ancient  paintings,  repre- 
senting him  about  this  part  of  her  reign  in  that  glittering 
and  warlike  habiliment,  as  hereafter  will  be  further  d&r 
scribed ;  but  mention  is  also  made  in  some  writings  of  his 
being  thus  armed  at  all  points,  and  shining  in  those  po- 
lished  plates  of  silver  <>.  Yet  who  were  his  competitors,  and 
what  his  success  in  these  robust  exercises,  there  is  little,  I 
fear,  remaining  to  satisfy  us,  more  than  those  dark  and  dis- 
persed hints  of  that  extraordinary  opposition  or  contention 
which  Essex  raised  against  him  about  this  time,  as  was  ob- 
served :  and  this  being  the  original  or  copy  of  a  like  con- 
trivance, practised  not  long  before  or  after  it  in  France,  (by 
marshal  Biron,  as  I  remember  to  have  read,)  may,  from 
thence,  and  the  corresponding  testimony  of  an  author  whose 
credit  and  intelligence  are  not  to  be  doubted,  be  presumed 
to  have  happened  in  the  following  manner. 

About  the  time  that  Essex,  by  other  like  instances  of  his 
incurable  humour  to  monopolize  the  multitude,  fell  into  or 
confirmed  the  queen^s  displeasure,  he  had  by  some  of  his 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh'i  Olibtt.  4to.  Utrecht.  i6a6.  p.  lo. 
BALEOH,  LIFE.  Y 


822  THE  LIFE  OF 

followers  learnt,  that  sir  Waltelr  Ralegh,  with  a  very  gal- 
lant train,  gorgeously  accoutred,  was  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance the  next  tilting-day  in  orange-colour  plumes. 
Hereupon  Essex  provided  a  much  more  numerous  caval- 
cade, and  decked  them  out  exactly  in  Ralegh'^s  colours: 
then  the  earl  himself  appearing  at  the  head  of  all,  armed 
cap-a-pee  in  a  complete  suit  of  orange-colour,  not  only 
passed  for  the  sole  knight  or  champion- of  that  distinction, 
by  drowning  all  distinction  in  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  but 
thereby  incorporated  him  and  his  train  only  as  so  many 
more  of  his  own  esquires,  pages,  and  other  rednue  or  ser« 
▼ants,  who  made  up  the  parade  upon  these  occaaons.  The 
earl  of  Clarendon  certainly  points  at  this  malignant  stra- 
tagem, where,  speaking  of  those  dangerous  indiscretions 
which  w&re  the  harbingers  of  Essex'^s  ruin,  he  mentions 
among  them,  ^^his  glorious  feather-triumph;  when  he 
^  caused  two  thousand  orange-tawney  feathers,  in  despite 
<*  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  to  be  worn  in  the  Tilt-yard,  even 
*<  before  her  majesty^s  own  face  P."*^  But  it  must  have  been 
somewhat  surpriang  to  see  them  enter  the  lists,  and  orange- 
tawney  running  against  itself.  Yet  the  earPs  success,  which 
is  also  come  to  light,  seems  not  to  have  been  much'regretted, 
being  so  agreeable  to  the  merit  of  usurpers ;  insomuch  that 
it  proved  Ralegh'^s  feather-triumph  in  the  conclusion.  For 
Hit  fettber- though  the  lord  Bacon  might  have  reason  not  to  mention 
the  earPs  name,  where  he  tells  us  a  gentleman  who  came  to 
the  tilt  all  in  orange-tawney,  and  ran  very  ill,  came  again 
the  next  day  all  in  green,  and  ran  worse  9 ;  yet  another  au- 
thor, instead  of  this  gentleman,  names  Essex  ^ ;  and  goes  on, 
as  the  lord  Bacon  does,  with  observing,  that  ^^  one  of  the 
spectators  hereupon  asking,  why  this  ^Iter  (who  seemed 
to  be  known  in  both  habits)  changed  his  colours;  an- 
^  other  answered.  Surely  because  it  may  be  reported  that 

9  The  IMsparitj between  tbe estates  1685.  p.  190. 

and  conditions  of  George  doke  of  «    Lord    Bacon's    Apophthegms, 

Bnckingbaro  and  Robert  earl  of  Es-  New  and  Old,  p.  306. 

aez,  written  by  the  earl  of  Qaren-  '  Apophthegms  of  the  English  Na- 

don  in  his  vonnger  years,  and  printed  tion,  MS.  4to.  p.  1 1. 
in  Reliqnue  Wottoniansi  4^1  edit. 
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^*  thene  was  one  in  green  who  ran  worse  than  he  in  orange- 
"  colour."" 

Such  like  disturbances  and  ill  blood  as  these  contests 
must  have  bred,  might  well  make  the  queen  weary  of  hav- 
ing Essex  any  longer  about  the  court,  and  desirous  of  re- 
moving him  to  some  employment  where  he  might  more 
commendably  exercise  his  martial  qualities.  A  good  occa- 
sion offered  itself  in  Ireland,  where  Tir-Oen^s  rebellion  had 
now  overspread  almost  the  whole  kingdom.  A  consulta^ 
tion  was  therefore  held  for  sending  over  the  fittest  person  to 
suppress  it  The  lord  Mountjoy  was  first  proposed :  but 
Essex  himself  made  exceptions  against  his  want  of  expe- 
rience and  activity ;  alleging,  Ireland  required  a  person  of 
the  first  rank,  who  was  an  old  general,  and  considerable  for 
honour,  interest,  and  estate,  to  gain  him  respect  and  in- 
fluence there ;  by  which  Camden  thinks  he  would  have  re- 
commended himself,  and  adds,  that  when  the  queen  there- 
fore resolved  on  Essex,. he  slightly  refused  it,  advising  her 
to  some  abler  person ;  though,  continues  that  historian,  he 
had  an  objection  ready  against  any  person  she  should  have 
named.  Notwithstanding  this  authority,  and  that  Essex^s 
smooth-tongued  adversaries  were  for  lending  spurs  to  the 
ambition  that  wanted  a  bridle  %  he,  seems  to  me,  by  a  letter 
of  his  own  genuine  style,  in  prose  and  verse,  to  the  queen, 
at  his  going  over  in  the  end  of  March  15999  ^  have  looked 
upon  the  government  of  that  kingdom  as  the  most  irksome 
kind  of  banishment,  and  to  have  entered  upon  it  with  the 
utmost  aversion  ^     His  conduct  in  it  was  answerable  to  the 


«( 


(( 


*  Ciuiiden't  EUk^  adoo  1599. 

*  To  th£  queen.    ••  From  a  mind 
'*  delig^fating  in  sorrow,  from  spiriU 

wasted  with  pastion,  from  a  heart 
torn  in  pieces  with  care,  grieff 
"  and  travel,  from  n  man  thathatetb 
**  himself  and  all  things  else  that 
**  keep  him  nli^-e ;  what  service  can 
"  yotir  majesty  expect,  since  any 
*'  service  past  deserves  no  more  than 


*<  banishment  and  proscription  into 
*•  the  carsedest  of  aU  islands  ?  It  ia 
<*  your  rebels'  pride  and  snccession 
"  must  give  me  leave  to  ransom  my- 
"  self  out  of  this  hateful  prison,  out 
"  of  my  loatlied  body;  which,  if  it 
"  happen  so,  your  majesty  shall  have 
"  no  cause  to  mislike  the  faf>hion  of 
"  my  death,  since  the  course  of  my 
"  life  could  never  please  you. 


'*  Happy  he,  could  finish  forth  his  fate 
**  In  some  unhaunted  desert,  moat  obscure 

*<  From  all  society,  from  lore  and  hate 
*<  Of  worldly  folk,  then  should  he  sleep  secure ; 

y2 


<« 


Then 
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expectations  of  judicious  men ;  and  one  of  his  own  servants, 
who  attended  him  thither,  says,  it  was  his  blackest  employ- 
ment, that  Ireland  was  ordained  to  be  the^  sepulchre  of  his 
&ther,  and  the  gulf  of  his  own  fortunes  ". 

About  four  months  after  Essex  was  thus  disposed  of, 
there  were  great  apprehensions  in  England  of  an  invasion ; 
but  from  what  quarter  is  not  well  distinguished.  Six  thousand 
soldiers  were  suddenly  raised  to  guard  the  city  and  queen'^s 
person.  Chains  were  drawn  across  the  streets  of  London, 
watches  set,  and  lights  hung  out  at  every  man'^s  door  for 
above  a  fortnight  >.  By  sea  sixteen  or  eighteen  ships  of 
the  royal  navy  were  fitted  out  with  wonderful  speed,  under 
the  command  of  the  lord  Thomas  Howard  as  admiral,  in 
Vioe.sdmi-  the  Elizabeth  Jonas,  and  sir  Walter  vice-admiral,  in  the 
Ark-Royal.  Whether  occanoned  by  any  mistrust  the  Eng- 
lish and  Spaniards  had  of  one  another,  or  a  policy  held  on 
both  sides  to  make  peace  with  sword  in  hand,  my  author 
does  not  resolve ;  but  is  sure  the  preparation  on  both  sides 
was  very  great,  as  if  one  expected  an  invasion  from  the 
other :  and  yet  it  was  generally  conceived  not  to  be  intended 
by  dther;  but  that  our  fleet  had  only  relation  to  the  earl 
of  Essex,  then  in  Ireland,  as  if  he  had  some  desperate  de- 
sign to  try  his  friends  in  England,  and  to  be  revenged  of 
those  he  thought  his  enemies.  However  it  was,  the  care 
and  cost  was  not  so  great  as  necessary ;  for  it  was  known, 
that  the  adelantado  had  drawn  both  his  ships  and  galleys 
to  the  Groyne ;  which  was  not  usual,  but  upon  some  action 
intended  for  England  or  Ireland :  and  seeing  we  were  not  to 
be  surprised,  he  diverted  them  afterwards  to  a  difierent  use. 
Another  benefit  that  arose  to  the  nation,  by  putting  it  into 

"  Then  wake  again,  and  yield  God  ever  praise : 
"  Content  with  beps  and  haws  and  brambleberry, 

"In  contemplation  passing  out  his  days, 
**  And  change  of  holy  thoughts  to  make  him  merry : 

**  Who,  when  he  dies,  his  tomb  may  be  a  bash, 

**  Where  harmless  robbin  dwells  witti  gentle  thrush. 

"  Your  majesty's  eiiled  servant. 

This  fixMu  the  Harleian  library,  B.  H.  90.  C.  70.  foL  517. 

<;  Sir  Henry  WottOD,  in  hb  FHi-       >StDwe'sAnna1s, edit  1615.  fbl.  788. 
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thU  sudden  posture  of  defeDce,  was  the  great  dexterity  and 
expeditioD  wherewith  it  was  taught  to  spring  into  arms :  for 
the  incredible  speed  and  order  of  the  commanders,  in  rau- 
ing  audi  a  land  army,  and  fitting  out  such  a  royal  navy, 
was  so  admired,  both  by  Spun,  France,  and  Holland,  that 
all  for^gners  confessed,  "  her  majesty's  deeds  in  war  were  not 
"  heretofore  more  dreadful  to  her  enenues,  thtm  now  only  her 
*'  preparationB  for  it.^  Insomuch  that,  it  is  sud,  an  enToy 
was  sent  by  the  archduke  from  Brussels  with  overtures  <^ 
peace,  though  they  did  not  then  succeed.  Whether  a  de- 
signed invanoD  from  Spain  was  hereby  blown  over,  or  bet 
majesty  was  better  satisfied  about  the  earl  of  Essex,  we  find 
not ;  but  she  commanded  her  fleet  home,  aAer  it  had  been 
i^ut  a  month  at  sea  7. 

Near  a  month  after  this,  Essex  returned  privately  out  of 
Ireland,  with  some  of  his  choice  friends ;  one  where*^ 
named  sir  Christopher  St.  Lawrence,  ofiercd  to  murder  the 
lord  Gray,  whom  they  met  upon  the  road,  and  to  despatch 
secretary  Cecil,  when  they  came  to  court ;  but  Essex  would 
not  encourage  so  base  an  act.  The  queen  was  now  at  Non- 
such :  hither  Essex  hastened  to  present  himself  on  his  knees 
before  her,  in  her  privy-chamber  early  in  the  morning,  and 
when  her  majesty  least  dreamt  of  him,  says  Camden ;  who 
adds,  that  she  entertiuned  him  with  some  marks  of  her 
grace  and  favour,  though  not  with  that  freedom  he  used  to 
find.  But  nothing  of  that  unseasonable  surprise  and  fatal 
discovery  upon  this  visit  is  mentioned  either  by  him  or  any 
of  our  other  hbtorians,  which  a  foreigner,  with  the  ur  of 
romance  natural  to  his  country,  reporU  to  have  then 
happened,  and  which  I  shall  therefore  refer  to  his  own 
words  *.    The  queen  indeed  ordered  Essex  to  his  apartment. 


T  Sir  WUIbn  MoQUw-i  Naral 
TracK  in  Cbarcbill'i  Cullectioii  of 
Voyiigra,  toI-j.  lyji.  fol.  170. 

■  "  La  roync  cstoil  encore  lora  en 
"  n  colffuTC,  il  cntre  dons  u 
"  chambre  ;  majs  U  luy  en  prit 
"  comma  d'Acteon  k  Diaae :  il  tIi 
"  la  Tojae  en  ca  muUM  da  teilc,  el 


diet  depnis,  qne  I'U  eiut  attoadn 
encore  on  pen,  il  avi^t  g^gnt  w 
caiue.  ht,  rofne  le  voyant,  «Ue 
ae  leTC,  ttVtonte,  et  I'cKrie  1  h^ 
ae  proateroe  1  Mi  pieda  1  eUe  I'ea- 
crte  encores  d'avantaga,  loy  di> 
(•at,  QooT,  TOnles-Tooa  praodn 
maoMraane?  II  •-hvinU)*  ewwre 
plna,  traiwut  Ic  rentrc  fsr  tcnc. 
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and  there  to  continue,  as  Camden  goes  on :  for  the  earl  had 
not  only  disobliged  her  before,  but  now  given  fresh  provo- 
cation by  leaving  Ireland  without  her  permission,  and  for 
shuffling  up  a  truce  there,  which  might  be  broke  at  a  fort- 
night's warning ;  whereas  he  might  have  made  an  effectual 
composition  with  the  rebels,  and  was  empowered  to  give 
them  a  general  act  of  indemnity.  The  excuses  he  offered 
before  the  council  were  so  unsatisfactory,  and  his  behaviour 
so  contemptuous,  that  the  queen  thought  proper  to  commit 
him  to  custody ;  but  appointed  it  to  be  in  the  lord-keeper^s 
house  rather  than  a  common  prison,  chiefly  to  obstruct  the 
infusions  of  his  pernicious  adherents,  to  whom  he  was  so  in- 
fatuated that  he  could  not  relinquish  them,  though  one  of 
the  objections  which  would  be  raised  against  him  was  by 
his  own  hand  presupposed  to  be  the  leaving  of  that  king- 
dom in  such  an  unsettled  posture,  and  returning  into  this, 
with  such  a  pack  of  swordsmen  at  his  heels  ^.  Thus  much 
was  thought  necessary  here  to  relate  of  him,  that  it  may  ap- 
pear, his  own  passions,  with  the  counsels  of  his  pretended 
friends,  and  not  those  who  were  vulgariy  thought  his  ene- 
mies, proved  his  overthrow. 

While  Essex  was  thus  in  restraint,  commissioners  were 
sent  over  to  Bulloigne,  to  negotiate  the  peace  with  Spain. 
His  cmbM-  This  was  in  May  1600.  And  about  the  same  time  we  find 
J^*"**^  sir  Walter  Ral^h  was  also  sent,  with  the  lord  Cobham, 
upon  an  embassy  concerning  the  same,  into  Flanders.  Thdr 
business  was  kept  very  secret;  yet,  Albert  archduke  of 
Austria,  and  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  having  charged 
the  queen  of  England,  it  seems,  with  relieving  the  Hol- 
landers, and  being  likely  to  take  some  umbrage  at  so  many 
persons  of  considerable  rank  going  over  volunteers  to  prince 
Maurice^  as  the  lord  of  Northumberland,  lord  Rutland, 
and  others;   secretary  Cecil  wrote  to  the  said 


**  EUe  t'aigrit  encore  d'ftvantage,  ti 
*'bieii  que  lee  damet  qoi  l*«voieDt 
**  hACt  eotrer»  prostern^eede  geooiix 
**  pour  demander  ea  grace,  n*y  peu- 
*'  rent  rien  gaigoer ;  ainai  let  uocs 
*'  en  forent  taD9^»  et  les  aatres 
'*  cbasato  da  senrice  de  la  rojme : 


comnus- 


*'  tellemeot  qoe  le  comte  fiit  coo- 
* '  traiDct  de  ae  retirer  aana  eatre  ony .* ' 
Cbronologie  Septenaire  de  THiii- 
toire  de  U  Pais  entre  lea  Roya  de 
France  et  d'Espegne.  Par  P.  Vic- 
tor Oiyet.  8n>.  Paris,  1605.  p.  214. 
■  CMiiden'a  Elix.  anno  1599. 
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nonen  at  Bullongne,  that  if  the  archduke  should  object  in 
the  like  ouuiiier  to  Cobham  and  Ralegh,  they  were  to  re> 
turn  answer,  "  That  these  had  no  charge,  nor  carried  ^ther 
'*  horse  or  men,  except  some  half  a  dozen  of  their  own  at- 
"  tendants;  and  finding  the  queen  so  resolved  to  have  a' 
"  peace,  (if  good  conditions  could  be  had,)  they  obuiined 
*'  leave,  with  importunity,  to  see  that  one  action,  (then  ex- 
"  pected,)  before  they  might  despair  of  seeing  any  more 
"  of  the  like  kind  in  her  majesty's  dme."  Thus  much  of 
this  matter  we  have  in  a  letter  of  secretary  Cedl's  to  those 
commiasiooers.  In  another  written  by  ^r  Henry  Neville, 
who  was  one  of  those  commissioners,  to  Mr.  Winwood,  he 
mentions  it  as  a  report,  that  Cobham  and  Ralegh  were  gone 
over  upon  pretext  to  see  the  camp  and  fiege  of  (he  tart 
Isabella  near  Ostend,  before  which  prince  Maurice  lay; 
but  thinks  they  had  some  other  end ;  and  that  in  England 
there  was  some  alarm  taken  at  these  matters,  although  he 
was  not  worthy  to  know  it.  The  said  sir  Henry,  in  another 
letter  to  Mr.  Winwood,  says,  that  the  journey  of  Cobham 
and  Ralegh  was  not  upon  curionty  only ;  but  that  they 
carried  some  message  (to  prince  Maurice,  it  seems)  which 
did  no  harm,  and  that  he  would  reveal  the  particulars  when 
be  was  better  informed  of  them.  These  three  letters  were 
written  in  July  this  year,  and  in  the  first  of  them  we  per- 
ceive Ralegh  was  returned  into  England  by  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  said  month  ^. 

When  he  arrived  at  court,  the  government  of  Jersey  was,  Gnmmor  of 
it  seems,  vacant  by  the  death  of  mt  Anthony,  son  of  mt^J^"' 
Amias  Paulet.  The  queen  had  many  addressers  for  this 
preferment ;  but  she  thought  none  so  worthy  of  it  as  sir 
Walter  Ralegh.  About  six  weeks  after,  that  is,  in  the 
latter  end  of  August,  his  patent  was  passed,  with  grant  of 
the  manor  or  lordship  of  St.  Germain  in  the  said  isUnd, 
and  all   the   lands  and  tenements  therdn<=.     There  is  a 

"  See  Memoin  of  Affair*  of  State  '  Conceuio  pro  Wallero  Ralegh 

in  (lie  reigiu  of  queen  Eliubetb  ud  mililc,  oCBcii  gubernRtorii  et  eapiUt- 

king  June*,  collected  from  Ibe  on-  ad  inmlM  de  lentj.    Dal.  TiccalDio 

giDiJ  papen  of  nr  R*1pb  Winwood,  mto  lUe  Angntti,  uino  i6oo.   Apud 

by  E.  Slyer  of  Lincolu'i  Inn,  oq.  Ryro.  Feed.  lorn.  i6.  (1^.398. 
1715.  vol.  I.  ibl.iij,  ljo,»3i. 
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learned  inhabitant  of  this  i&land,  who,  in  his  curious  and 
exact  histCH^  of  it)  giving  us  a  succession  of  the  governors, 
says,  ^^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  came  in  after  the  Paulets,  the 
^*  year  only  before  his  royal  mistress  queen  Elizabeth  died ; 
«  and  was  attainted  the  first  year  of  king  James :  so  that 
*^  we  were  soon  bereaved  of  the  happiness  we  promised  our- 
*^  selves  under  so  excellent  a  person.  His  bare  name  in  the 
"  list  of  our  governors  does  honour  to  the  island  «*.'*  Yet, 
as  the  same  author  further  observes  out  of  the  said  patent, 
<<  When  sir  Walter  Ralegh  himself  had  this  government 
<^  ^ven  him  by  queen  Elizabeth,  is(he  struck  off  three  hun- 
**  dred  pounds  a  year  from  it,  which  she  took  into  her  own 
**  disposal ;  and  made  that  great  man,  so  renowned  for  his 
•*  eminent  services  to  her  and  to  the  whole  nation,  be  con- 
**  tented  with  the  remainder «." 

Essex  had  now  been  called  before  the  council  at  the  lord- 
keeper^s,  where,  for  the  matters  laid  to  his  charge,  he  was 
suspended  from  some  of  his  offices.  But  the  course  of  pe- 
nitence and  resignation  which  he  held  for  a  wh'de,  gave 
great  hopes,  after  he  had  obtained  his  liberty,  that  he  would 
recover  himself  also  at  court ;  till  his  creatures  blew  him  up 

*  See  an  account  of  the  Isle  of  Jer-  "  dibas  et  successoribus  nostris,  per 
■ey,  by  Philip  Falle,  M.  A.  ad  edit.  "  pneaentes  reaervatus,  a  retro  &e- 
8?o.  1733.  p.  190.  «  lit  et  inaolutus,  in   parte  rel   in 

•  This  rpservation  it  thus  expressed  *'  ioto,  per  spatium  quadraginta  die- 
in  the  patent :  *'  Volnmus  nihilomi-  '*  mm  post  aliquod  festum  lestoruni 
*<  mis,  et  per  pnesentes  reservamus  *<  pnedictornm  in  quo  solvi  debeat, 
<*  nobis,  hsredibus,  et  successoribus  "  tunc  quotiescunque  tfaesaurarius 
**  nostris,  durante  tota  vita  ipsins  *'  noster  Anglin,  vel  subtfaesaura- 
**  Walteri,  pro  et  ex  custumis  diets  **  rius  scaccarii  nostri  praedicti,  pro 
**  inftuln,  revcntionibns,  proficuis,  et  **  tempore  enstentes,  aut  eorum  ali- ' 
**  emoluroentis,  caeterisque  omnibus  "  quis,  notitiam  inde  dederint  Tel 
**  et  singulis  pmmissis  prseconcessis,  **  dederit  dicto  Waltero  aut  suo  de- 
**  annuidem  redditum  trecentarum  '<  putato  prsdicto,  si  praedictus  an- 
'*  librarnm  legalis  monets  Anglie,  **  nualis  redditus,  aut  aliqua  inde 
**  solvendnni  annuatim  per  praefatum  *<  parcella,  uobis,  hsBredibus,  et  sue- 
**  Walterum  Ralegh,  nobis,  hseredi-  **  cessoribus  nostris,  a  retro  fberitet 
**  bus  et  successoribus  nostris,  ad  «  insolutus  per  spatium  triginta  die> 
'*  duos  anni  terminos  usuales ;  videli-  "  mm  post  aliquam  notitiam  sic  ut 
*'  cet,  ad  festa  sancti  Michaelis  arch-  **  praefertur  datam,  ex  tunc  hm  lit- 
"  angeli,  et  annunciationis  Beatae  **  terse  nostrae  patentea,  et  omnes 
**  MarisB  Virginia,  per  aequales  por-  ^  auctoritates,  jurisdictiones,  res  et 
**  tiones,  ad  receptam  scaccarii  nob-  **  concessiones  in  eisdem  contentae, 
**  tri,  haeredum  et  successorum  nos-  *<  Tacos  erunt,  et  nullius  in  lege  vi- 
*'  troram :  proviso  semper,  quod  si  **  goris,  aliquo  in  praesentibns  non 
**  praedictus  annualis  redditus,  aut  *<  obstante,  &r/'  See  Falle's  Jersey, 
*'  aliqna  inde  parcella,  nobis,  haere-  p>3i5*  from  Rymer,  a»  above. 
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aguo  with  thdr  pmsonous  counsels,  and  led  him  to  expect 
not  only  a  restorauon  to  favour,  but  with  unreason^e  in- 
terest;  "insomuch,  that  he  n^lected  the  queen's  pardon, 
"  because  it  came  not  accompanied  with  a  new  grant  of  his 
*'  lease  for  the  fanning  of  sweet  winea,"  as  a  noble  authcn: 
observes';  who  adds,  "if  ever  that  uncouth  speech  fell 
"  from  him  of  the  queen,  which  is  delivered  to  us  by  one 
"  who  was  then  much  conversant  in  the  secrets  of  the 
*'  courts,  that  she  was  as  crooked  in  her  disposition  as  in 
"  hex  carcass,  all  my  wonder  at  his  destruction  is  taken 
"  from  me.'"  After  this  speech,  the  queen  did  as  good  as 
deny  him  the  wine  licences  aforesiud,  as  Camden  relates. 
Then  Esoeit  threw  himself  open  to  all  ill  impressions,  re- 
newing the  project  he  had  begun  in  Ireland  of  removing  by 
toroe  his  enemies  at  court.  He  curried  favour  with  king  Pn)Ddlced 
James  in  Scotland,  by  several  respectful  letters;  "hereinj^j^^ 
he  laboured  to  prejudice  the  king  against  those  who  hadopioioabr 
any  influence  in  the  English  court,  and  was  very  particulor 
in  aoquobting  him  with  the  interest  of  his  adversaries ;  as 
one  o(  whom  he  failed  not  to  set  forth  sir  Walter  Ral^i, 
with  the  formidable  power  be  had  in  the  west  of  EngUnd, 
and  now  again  in  the  Isle  of  Jersey ;  that  Cobham  was 
warden  of  the  Cinque-Ports ;  lord  Burghley,  pretddent  of 
the  north ;  and  «r  Geoi^  Corew,  pre«dent  of  Munster,  in 
the  south  of  Irdand :  that  those  were  places  ctMnmodtous 
for  tbe  Spaniards  to  land ;  and  these,  persons  well  aflected 
to  the  king  of  Spun,  and  altt^^ether  with  the  lord-treasurer, 
admiral,  and  secretary,  steered  the  helm  of  government. 
Then  he  practised  with  the  said  king  to  send  ambassadors 
into  &iglaad,  to  press  a  public  declaration  of  his  title  to 
the  auccesmon ;  prepares  instructions  for  that  purpose,  still 
instoninng  the  exorlntant  power  of  his  enemies,  th«r  dis- 

'  The  c*rl  of  CUnadoo'i  1Kb-  "  Yei,  the  lite  earl  of  Ewex  told 

tnrilv,  before  cited.  *'  qoeen  EliubeO,  that  btr  cood)- 

>  Tbie  wiu  (ir  Walter  Rnlegb,  wbo  "  tiooi  were  M  crooked  na  ber  CU' 

meBtklOa  tbia  paaaage  in  tbe  follow-  "  can ;   but  it  coat  blm  bia  head, 

■ag  iDinper.     *■  Undulirpl  wordii  of  "  wbicb    bit    iasucTectioii    bmt    MM 

"■  Bot^ect  do  often  take  deeper  mot  "coat    blm    bnt   for  that   apeecfa." 

"  tbaii  ibe  HKDKirj  of  ill  dceda  do.  Sir  Waller  Haiti's  PrenjgBdn  <rf 

■■  The  dnke  of  Biron  found  it,  wben  Firiiamenta. 
"  tho'  king  had  him  at  adrantage. 
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affection  to  the  king  of  Scots,  and  great  veneration  for  the 
infanta.  These  proceedings  were  outwardly  varnished  over, 
all  this  while,  with  the  gloss  of  conscience  and  religion ; 
he  won  over  the  puritans  and  their  preachers  to  his  party, 
commiserated  the  afflicted  condition  of  the  papists,  retained 
a  crew  of  desperados  to  guard  his  house,  and  left  none  un- 
countenanced,  who  had  nothing  to  hope  for  but  changes 
and  revolutions. 

Thus  these  ill  humours  kept  gathering  till  Sunday  the 
8th  of  February  following,  and  then  broke  out,  as  may  be 
seen  at  large  in  our  histories  of  these  times.  At  court  the 
guard  was  doubled,  being  apprised  of  this  eruption ;  and 
the  morning  it  happened,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  sent,  out  of 
particular  kindness,  to  sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  one  of 
Essex^s  adherents,  and  governor  of  Plymouth-fort,  to  come 
in  all  haste  to  him  at  Durham-house  to  speak  with  him, 
and,  as  the  more  private  way,  that  he  would  come  by  water. 
Grorges,  in  the  manuscript  he  writ  to  vindicate  himself  from 
the  imputation  of  betraying  Essex  by  this  meeting,  avers, 
that  he  advertised  his  lordship  of  this  message,  and  that 
upon  counsel  the  earl  was  willing  he  should  go ;  but  di- 
rected him  to  appoint  his  meeting  with  Ralegh  upon  the 
Thames,  and  not  to  land  at  Durham-house;  also  to  take 
His  confe-  with  him  a  guard  for  securing  his  return.  The  conference 
2^^^  that  passed  between  them,  as  Gorges  relates  it,  was  only 
Ooifcty  Ml  this :  **  When  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  boat  came  to  me,  he 


1*  ^.-. 

in  EHtt't  ^^  being  all  alone,  and  I  having  two  gentlemen,  he  told  me, 
If'"'*^  ^  that  he  had  sent  for  me  to  admonish  me  to  make  all  haste 
**  out  of  the  town  down  to  my  charge ;  there  being  a  war- 
*<  rant  out  for  the  sending  me  to  the  fleet.  For  his  kind 
<'  advertisement  I  gave  him  thanks;  but  told  him  withal, 
'*  because  I  knew  the  present  occasion  would  soon  discover 
^<  itself,  that  it  came  too  late ;  for  I  had  engaged  myself  in 
**  another  matter.  He  further  inquiring  of  me,  what  it 
^*  was  P  I  told  him,  there  were  two  thousand  gentlemen 
'<  who  had  resolved  that  day  to  live  or  die  free  men.  He 
*^  protested  unto  me  he  heard  not  of  it  until  that  morning, 
*^  but  did  not  see  what  they  were  able  to  do  against  the 
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"  queen's  authority.  My  answer  was,  it  was  the  abuse  of 
"  that  by  him  and  others,  which  made  so  many  honest  men 
**  restive  to  seek  a  reformation  thereof.  His  reply  was, 
"  (hat  no  man  is  without  a  colour  for  his  intent ;  and  «d- 
"  vised  me  to  look  to  myself,  and  to  remember  my  duty 
*'  and  alleg^ce.  I  answered,  that  I  knew  not  any  man 
*'  who  did  not  more  respect  hia  alle^once  than  his  life,  as 
"  the  end  would  make  apparent:  and  thus  we  parted;  he 
"  to  the  court,  and  I  to  Essex-house  b,"  In  the  confesaon 
made  by  this  Gorges,  eight  days  after  that  of  their  insur- 
rection above  named,  before  some  of  the  privy-couninl,  it 
appears,  sir  Christopher  Blount  hod  persuaded  him  to 
murder  or  seize  at  Walter  Balegh  at  this  meeting  upm 
the  water  ■.  For  not  dtung  either.  Gorges  t^lo^es  in  the 
manuscript  aforesaid  after  this  manner.  "  If  it  be  de- 
"  manded  of  me  why  I  did  not  then  uke  or  Walter  Ra- 
"  le^  f  First,  it  was  not  a  matter  I  ever  proposed ;  though 
"  many  persuaded  me  so  to  do.  Secondly,  1  never  held  it 
*'  an  act  fitting  among  men  to  betray  any  that  repose  trust 
"in  us;  and  he  putting  himself  into  my  hands,  with  what 
"  honesty  could  I  have  avowed  so  barbarous  a  deed,  unless 
'*  he  had  given  me  the  first  occaaon  by  violent  deeds  or  un< 
"  kind  words ;  for  either  of  which,  I  was  both  reserved  and 
"  prepared.  And  at  my  return,  I  delivered  unto  my  lord 
"  what  had  passed  between  sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  myself, 
**  which  he  received  with  applause,  as  may  be  testified  by 
'*  those,  who  were  present,  and  yet  alive'',''  lastly,  la 
another  part  of  the  said  manuscript,  Gorges  says,  "  The 
"  reason  why  I  acknowledge  I  hod  means  to  have  taken  or 
."  killed  nr  Walter  Ralegh  was,  the  better  to  make  it  op- 
"  pear,  that  there   was  neither  malicious  or  butcberous 

^  A  Brief  Auiwcr  to  certsia  ttlx,  '  See  *  Declaration  of  the  p''"'^'^'* 

•latideroiu,  and  idle  objectioni  made  and   trtaaona  attempted  and   coia- 

agunat  sir  Ferdioaiido  Gorgea,  knL ;  milted  bf  Robert,  late  earl  of  Enei. 

M  if  he  bad  been  a  man  on  purpose  and  hit  accompiicea,  afaimt  ber  ma- 

(mplofed  to  practiu  ibe  niin  of  the  jeit^  and  ber  kingdom!,   and  ini' 

late  ear)  of  Esiei,  &c.  written   by  printrdbyRolMrtBarktritbeqaeen'i 

himaelf  in  tbe  Oatc-boiiae,  June  14,  [o^Dter.  4to.  1601. 

1601.  coutaiuiug  four  aheeta.    In  uie  ^  Sir  Ferdinando  Gor|M'>  Brief 

Cotton  library,  ander  the  eSgy  of  Antwer,  u  befOK. 
Julioa  F.  VII.  rol.4iB.  cap.]. 
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**  course  intended  to  him  or  any ;  and  also  to  give  him 
^^  cause  to  acknowledge  himself  in  that  respect  beholden 
^*  unto  me ;  whereby  to  take  from  him  occasion  to  exercise 
<*  his  power  (which  I  knew  to  be  great  at  that  juncture) 
^*  to  my  ruin.  For  I  did  believe,  he  could  not  in  reason 
'*  be  so  void  of  human  respect,  as  not  to  requite  one  cour- 
'^  tesy  with  another ;  as  also  it  was  no  matter  of  treason 
^*  against  her  majesty,  but  rather  a  manifestation  of  the 
**  contrary,  approving  this  intent  to  be  particular  against 
•*  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and  others  ^^  This  is  the  conference 
which  passed  between  them  a  few  hours  before  the  insur- 
rection, as  Grorges  has  represented  it. 

After  Essex,  with  his  party,  had  made  several  excur- 
sions,  and  some  persons  had  been  slain  both  on  his  side  and 
the  queen'^s  :  after  he  had  been  proclaimed  a  traitor  by  the 
king  of  arms  in  several  parts  of  the  city,  and  was  driven, 
by  water,  to  seek  garrison  in  his  own  house ;  we  find  Ra- 
legh mentioned  among  the  several  nobles  and  knights  who 
invested  it;  though  he  appears  in  no  particular  action 
against  the  said  earl  or  his  company.  But  when  the  earl 
Boon  after  surrendered  himself,  and  was  brought  to  exami- 
nation, he  professed  that  he  was  to  have  been  assaulted  or 
assassinated  by  his  private  enemies ;  of  this  we  have  the 
following  account  published  by  authority.  <^  As  in  all 
^  former  discontentments  he  had  gone  the  beaten  path  of 
**  tnutors,  turning  their  imputation  upon  counsellors  and 
^  persons  of  credit  with  their  sovereign :  so  now  he  was 
**  forced  to  descend  to  the  pretext  of  a  private  quarrel ; 
*'  giving  out,  how  that  evening,  when  he  should  have 
^  been  called  before  the  lords  of  the  council,  there  was 
*^  an  ambuscade  of  musketeers  placed  upon  the  water,  by 
Simndered  a  ^g  device  of  my  lord  Cobham  and  sir  Walter  Ra- 
<^  legh,  to  have  murdered  him  in  the  way  as  he  passed.  A 
*^  matter  of  no  probability,^  continues  my  author,  "  those 
*^  persons  having  no  such  desperate  estates  or  minds  as  to 
^^  ruin   themselves  and  th^r  posterity  by  committing   so 

I  Sir  Ferdinftodo  Gorges't  Brief  Answer,  cap.  5. 
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"  odious  B  crime.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  certiun  nr  Fer- 
"  dinaado  Gorges  accused  Blount  o{  persuaditig  him  to  kiU, 
*'  or  at  least  apprehend  nr  Walter  Ralegh ;  and  that  Gor- 
"  ges  rgecting  this  advice,  Blount  sent  four  shot  after  him 
«  in  a  boat,  which  Blount  denied  not ;  and  asked  Rtd^ 
"  forgivenesB  for  it  at  the  time  of  his  death  ".'"  But  there 
were  other  improhablhties  to  discredit  this  slander,  (as  we 
ma;  safely  call  it,  since  the  state  called  it  by  a  groseer 
name,)  beades  that  the  persons  so  accused  had  reputations 
and  estates  better  established,  than  to  overthrow  them  by 
such  a  detestable  deed;  "as  Essex's  declining  to  produce 
'*  or  name  any  author  of  such  an  informotioD :  bendes  his 
**  varying  from  himself  (like  the  judges,  in  the  story  of  Su- 
"  sannah,  from  one  another)  in  the  place ;  as  one  while,  he 
"  was  to  have  been  murdered  in  his  bed ;  and  another,  on 
"  the  water :  also  in  the  time  and  persons ;  as  that  it  was  to 
"  have  been  done  by  Jesuits,  and  some  days  before :  so 
"  that  in  the  end,  this  accusation  by  Essex  was  resembled 
"  to  the  acUon  of  Fiuatratus,  who  proceeded  so  far  in  this 
**  kind  of  fiction  and  dissimulation,  that  he  lanced  his  own 
"  body,  and  came  wounded  before  the  people,  as  thou^ 
**  he  bad  been  assaulted  by  his  private  enemies ;  thus  ob> 
"  tained  a  guard  about  his  own  person,  whereby  he  after- 
"  words  usurped  upon  the  state  "J"  Further,  what  may  cicwcd. 
perfectly  clear  up  the  innocence  of  Cobham  and  Ralegh 
from  this  unworthy  calumny  is  the  acknowledgment  which 
Blount  made  at  his  own  trial ;  when,  being  asked  by  secre- 
tary Cedl,  **  Whether  he  thought  my  lord  Cobham  and 
*'  sir  Walter  Ralegh  intended  any  such  assasrinaUon  of  the 
"  earl  ?"  he  answered,  "  That  he  did  not  believe  they  ever 
"  meant  any  such  thing,  nor  that  the  earl  himself  feared  it; 
"  only  it  was  a  word  cast  out  to  colour  other  matterso.** 

-  See  Ibe  fint  ronftuion  of  nr  «f  State  TrUh,  id  edft.  1730,  Ibl. 

Ferdinudo  Oorfa  in  the  declum-  197. 

^oa  of  Esmi'b  tnuoDi,  u  before,         *    Tbe    trill    of   sir   dirigtopber 

Id  thelait  leaf  of  tlie  letter  G.  BIODnt,  Ac.  from  k  very  old  MX.  of 

•ldem,iiidw>econdleafafH.  See  Peter  le  Nere,  eH|.  Norroy,  in  tbe 

«lio  Mr.Pn.  Bmuh'i  ipeech  nt  the  additJODa]  collection  of  State  Triala, 

carl  of  Eawi'B  trial.  In  Ibe  fint  ml.  roL  7.  now  at  the  prew,  fcA.  50. 
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And  lastly,  what  may  tend  to  prove  that  Ralegh  did  rather 
oompamonate  and  incline  to  befriend  the  earl,  than  harbour 
any  enmity  that  was  implacable  agiunst  him,  is,  that  one  of 
the  earPs  own  faction,  captain  Thomas  Lee,  should  have 
such  hopes,  that  Halegh  might  be  persuaded  into  the  dan- 
ger of  disobliging  the  queen  by  importunity,  or  other  vio- 
lent means,  for  retrieving  both  Essex  and  Southampton 
from  the  jaws  of  death,  as,  by  way  of  proposition,  to  tell  sir 
Robert  Cross,  who  had  been  an  old  officer  under  Ralegh  in 
several  engagements  at  sea,   *^That   sir  Walter  Ralegh 
might  get  himself  eternal  honour  and  love,  more  than 
ever  he  can  otherwise,  if  he  would  procure  her  majesty's 
warrant  to  free  the  lords ;  which  he  might  compass,  by 
*<  undertaking  her  person  P  :^  for  this  does  not  only  shew 
the  opinion  that  was  held  of  Ralegh^s  power  with  the  queen, 
but  the  probability  that  he  might  be  induced  to  exert  it  for 
Procom  ft  the  rescue  of  those  noblemen.     We  find  he  did  use  his  in- 
pwdon  for  |gpgg|;  fQ|.  gome  who  were  drawn  in  unawares,  and  cot  a 

tome  of  »  o 

the  oonfo.  pordon  for  sir  Edmund  Bainham ;  also  for  John  Littleton, 
and  Orell,  a  brave  old  soldier:  the  two  former  were  men  of 
fortune,  and  th^r  purses  might  bleed,  or  be  threatened 
upon  this  occaaon.  But,  as  Camden  observes,  few  paid 
the  fines  laid  on  them. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  Essex  was  arraigned  at  West- 
minster ;  and  we  find,  in  his  trial,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
with  forty  of  the  queen'^s  guard,  was,  as  captain  thereof, 
there  present  upon  duty<).  Ralegh  was  here  examined 
about  the  conference  before  mentioned ;  and  all  he  said 
was,  '^  That  Grorges  told  him  on  the  water,  Essex  had  put 
*^  himself  into  a  strong  guard  at  his  house,  and  this  would 
**  be  the  bloodiest  day^s  work  that  ever  was ;  wishing  he 
^*  would  speed  to  court  for  the  prevention  of  it ;  and  that 
^^  he  himself  wished  Grorges  to  refuse  their  company,  else 
**  he  would  be  undone  ^'"  This  is  all  Ralegh  said  of  that 
conference;  which  Gorges,  here  also  in  court,  confirmed. 

P  The  aimigDmeot  and  judgment  ^  The  earl  of  Essex's  tria]  in  the 
of  captain  Thomas  Lee,  &c.  in  tlie  first  vol.  of  Trials,  as  before,  fol.  190. 
same  Tolume,  fol.  45.  '  Idem,  fol.  194. 
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But  Essex  seems  to  charge  Gorges  with  prevarication,  where 
he  replies,  "  Whatsoever  dr  Walter  Ralegh  hath  sMd* 
"  difiFereth  altogether  from  that  which  ar  Ferdinando  toU 
**  us  at  Essex-house,  upon  bis  return  from  the  water.^ 
Aud  indeed  it  is  not  likely  he  should  tell  Essex  he  advised 
Ralegh  to  go  to  court  and  prevent  the  insurrection.  Six 
days  after,  Essex  was  beheaded  in  the  court-yard  of  Loiw 
don  Tower.  Among  the  many  persons  of  distinction  there 
present  was  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  probably  in  bb  charge 
again  as  captain  of  the  guard.  He  stood  near  the  scaficM, 
according  to  his  own  assertion ;  that  he  might  better  answer^ 
if  Essex  should  be  desirous  <^  speaking  to  him.  But  his 
enemies  expounded  his  |H«sence  there  in  such  a  bar- 
barous sense,  says  Camden,  as  if  he  had  pressed  near  th^ 
place  of  execuUoD,  only  to  feast  his  eyes  with  the  tragedy 
of  the  earl's  sufferings ;  and  the  greatest  or  most  notorious 
of  Rale^'s  enemies,  (who  is  known  to  us,)  he  who  be- 
trayed him  to  his  own  untimely  end,  as  will  be  observed, 
did  after  Ralegh's  death,  when  he  could  not  answer  for  him- 
self, innnuate,  that  he  not  only  insulted  upon  Essex  being 
dead,  but  even  plotted  his  downfall ;  as  Uiat  "  he  hod  called 
"  the  earl's  sunuhip  in  question,"  bad  writ  in  some  letters, 
*'  that  the  great  boy  died  like  a  calf  and  like  a  craven  i" 
and  that,  soon  af^  the  execution,  a  gentleman  returning 
from  Spain,  touched  at  Sherborne,  who,  being  asked  by 
Ralegh,  "  What  they  said  in  Spain  of  Essex's  death  f" 
answered,  "  They  had  not  heard  of  it ;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
"  hear,  that  in  the  island  voyage  the  earl  had  brought  him 
"  to  his  mercy;''  to  which,  that  Ralegh  answered,  "But  I 
"  trust  I  am  now  quit  with  him ;"  and,  as  a  more  evidrat 
demonstration,  says,  that  the  night  before  the  earl's  suffer- 
ing, "Ralegh  gave  instructions  to  the  lieutenant  of  the 
"  Tower  for  the  execution  of  the  warrant :"  which  surely 
he  did  not  do  without  authority.  But  these  particulars,  it 
must  be  observed,  come  from  the  person  stigmatized  with 
having  ensnared  Ralegh  to  his  destruction,  and  to  the  per- 
son who  destroyed  him,  with  endeavour  to  palliate  the  coor 
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duct  of  both  to  the  world  *.  And  as  we  find  those  oblo- 
quies gave  not  satisfaction  to  their  author^s  contemporaries ; 
so  we  have  produced  them,  that  they  may  not  escape  the 
reception  they  deserve  of  posterity.  As  for  Ralegh^s  com- 
portment to  Essex,  We  may  guess  what  it  was  while  the 
earl  was  alive,  since  he  made  no  exceptions  to  it  at  his 
death,  when  he  had  free  liberty  of  speech ;  and  when  Ra- 
l^h  came  to  the  same  end,  it  appears  by  his  last  words, 
that  he  had  relented  more  at  the  earPs  fate,  than  any  thing 
we  hear  of  in  his  pretended  friends;  and  that  he  retired 
from  the  si^t  of  the  earl  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  misconstruction  of  the  populace,  though  he 
afterwards  repented  it ;  since  the  earl  had  a  desire  to  see 
and  speak  with  him  before  he  took  his  farewell  of  the 
world. 

This  desire  was  in  all  probability  to  ask  Ralegh  for- 
givenete,  for  having  so  dishonourably  treated  and  traduced 
him,  to  countenance  his  own  rash  purposes.  For  just  such 
a  desire  had  sir  Christopher  Blount,  when  his  own  execu- 
tion approached  on  the  18th  of  March  following  at  Tower* 
hill ;  where,  understanding  that  Ralegh,  as  captain  of  the 
guard,  was  near  the  scaffold,  he  said,  ^^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
**  I  thank  Grod  that  you  are  present :  I  had  an  infinite  de- 
**  sire  to  speak  with  you,  to  ask  you  forgiveness  ere  I  died ; 
"  both  for  the  wrong  done  you,  and  for  my  particular  ill 
Blount  askt  **  intent  towards  you :  I  beseech  you  forgive  me.^  Ralegh 
answered,  **  that  he  most  willingly  forgave  him,  and  be- 
«  sought  God  to  forgive  him,  and  to  ^ve  him  his  divine 
^  comfort ;  protesting  before  the  Lord,  that  whatever  sir 
^  Christopher  Blount  meant  towards  him,  for  his  part,  he 
**  never  bore  him  any  ill  intent :""  and  further  said  to  him, 
**  I  pray  you,  without  offence,  let  me  put  you  in  mind, 
**  that  you  have  been  esteemed,  not  only  a  principal  provoker 
^*  and  persuader  of  the  earl  of  Essex  in  all  his  undutiful 

•  The  humble  petitioD  aod  iufor-  up  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  &c.  To  the 
roation  of  sir  Lewis  Studey,  kot.  &c.  king's  most  excellent  majesty,  4to. 
touching  his  behaviour  in  bringing      i6iS.  p.  9,  10. 


bim  for- 
gtvenets. 
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"  counes,  bul  especially  in  adviser  in  that  whidi  has  been 
"  oonfened,  ftf  tis  purpow  to  transport  a  great  part  of  Imt 
*'  inijes^^  army  out  of  Ireland  into  England,  to  land  tt 
**  Milfbrd,  and  tfaence  to  turn  it  aguist  her  sacnd  persm : 
"  yon  will  do  weU  to  tell  the  tmlh  herein,  and  to  aatidy 
"  the  worid."  Bloont  replied,  "  When  I  wm  brought  ftnm 
"  Rebm  to  Duhlin,  axA  lodged  in  the  castle,  his  lordship 
**  and  the  cari  of  SouthamptOD  came  to  viiiit  me )  and  lie 
"  began  thns  pkinly  with  mt :  that  he  intended  to  traw- 
**  port  a  dioioe  port  of  the  army  of  Ireland  into  England, 
"  and  land  them  hi  Wales,  at  MUferd,  or  thereaboutB:  and 
*'  to  wonnng  his  descent,  would  gatlter  mch  other  fbrees 
**  as  would  enable  him  to  march  to  London."  I  answered, 
"  I  would  tikat  night  consider  of  hJ"  Next  day  the  eerts 
came  again ;  I  told  them,  "  Such  an  enterprise,  as  it  was 
"  most  dangerous,  would  cost  much  blood ;  so  as  I  coald 
"  not  like  it.  But  I  rather  adnsed  liim  to  go  over  himsdf^ 
"  wi^  ft  good  train,  and  make  sure  of  the  court,  than  make 
"his  own  conditions;  and  though  we  never  resolved  to 
"  hurt  her  majesty's  person,  yet  1  know,  and  must  confesi^ 
"  if  we  had  biled  of  our  ends,  we  should,  rather  than  have 
"  bem  diBq>pcmaled,  even  have  drawn  Vhod  fnan  hersdf" 
Then  giving  a  few  further  hints  of  their  progress  in  geneni, 
be  leaves  the  rest  to  his  confessions  made  before  the  privy- 
oounaellors,  whom  he  names,  and  to  whom  he  beseeches  sir 
Waller  Balegh  to  commend  him  for  their  favourable  and 
charitable  deolii^.  Lastly,  having  also  declared  he  died  in 
the  catholic  faith,  and  Ind  iarewell  to  the  Irads  Gray, 
Compton,  and  the  rest,  he  made  a  decent  end^  Thus 
have  we  connected  all  the  passages  of  Essex's  insurrection, 
wherein  we  have  found  Kolegh  any  ways  mentioned  tx  con- 
cerned ;  which,  with  several  other  remarkable  parts  at  his 
story,  those  authors,  who  hod  read  many  of  the  tracts,  let- 
ters, records,  and  other  manuscripts  whence  it  is  here  drawn 
out,  have  visibly  curtailed  and  suppressed  in  their  annals  awl 
chronicles  of  this  rdgn,  which  were  published  in  the  next. 

'  Sir  Cbiuiopber  BlouBfi  djlaf     MMiafE«M  ud  kit  coai^cM,M 
•pMcb,  Id  tbededarsdanafdMtra-     befcrc,  {bLpeoalt 
XALEGH,  LIFX.     .  Z 
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The  following  summer,  in  the  year  1601,  it  appears  that 
Ralegh  attended  upon  the  queen  in  her  progress ;  and,  when 
the  king  of  France  came  to  Calais,  on  the  alarm  of  the 
archduke's  besieging  of  Ostend,  her  majesty  was  at  Dover. 
Ambassadors  were  sent  over  to  each  other  on  this  occasion ; 
and,  in  that  private  despatch  of  the  marquis  of  Rosney,  af- 
terwards duke  of  Sully,  related  only  by  himself,  we  find, 
Receiret  that  upon  his  landing  at  Dover,  he  was  received  by  Ral^;fa, 
MteM^  in  company  with  the  lords  Cobham,  Sidney,  and  others ». 
atDofcr.  The  interview  then  expected  between  these  two  princes 
was  not  brought  to  pass;  nor  seem  the  proposals,  made  to 
her  majesty  about  the  war  with  Spain,  to  have  had  the  full 
effect  that  was  hoped  for ;  because,  not  long  after,  on  the 
5th  of  September,  there  arrived  at  London  another  ambas- 
sador from  France,  named  the  duke  of  Biron,  with  a  very 
noble,  numerous,  and  stately  equipage,  to  the  number  of 
three  or  four  hundred  persons.  The  queen  was  then  in 
Hantshire;  and,  during  the  thirteen  days  she  was  enter- 
tained at  Banng,  the  marquis  of  Winchester's  seat,  the  duke 
of  Biron,  with  his  retinue,  was  brought  to  the  Vine,  a  fair 
houise  in  the  said  county  of  the  lord  Sandys,  which  was 
fumidied  with  seven  score  beds  by  the  neighbouring  gentry, 
and  with  all  other  accommodations  from  the  queen's  palaces, 
for  the  reception  of  the  said  ambassador.  I  leave  this  en^ 
tertainment  to  the  description  of  the  French  and  English 
historians,  who  observe  it  was  one  discontinued  festival, 
and  that  the  like  was  never  made  by  any  of  our  princes  in 
fL  progress.  It  is  more  particularly  to  be  expected  that 
Balegh  did  here  attend  upon  the  court,  because  he  was 
commonly  appcHnted  to  entertain  the  foreign  ministers, 
especially  of  France  or  the  States,  being  so  wdl  acquainted 
with  those  people  and  their  policies :  and  when  the  queen 
left  the  country,  we  find,  among  the  ten  persons  she  there 
knighted,  (a  greater  number  than  ever  die  had  conferred 
that  hcHiour  upon  at  one  time,)  that  one  of  them  was  Ca- 

■  AMiBoires  oa  Oeconomies  Roy-     la  is  Tolomet  is*.  Amsterd.  17S5. 
•let  ^Eatot  da  Hmri  le  Oraad,  par     tpol.  5.  p.  60. 
Maximilien  da  Betfanne,  dne  de  Sony, 
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rew  «,  the  brother  of  sir  Waller  Ralegh.  But  as  for  that 
passage,  in  a  French  hbtorian  lately  quoted,  between  the 
queen  and  the  ambassador  when  they  were  in  London,  of 
her  shewing  him,  among  the  heads  of  those  rebels  whidi 
were  stuck  upon  the  Tower,  that  of  the  earl  of  Essex  1 ;  it 
has  been  proved  fabulous  by  Camden  ',  who  would  doubt- 
less have  detected  other  such  falsities  in  the  said  French 
author,  relating  to  our  English  history,  and  in  particular 
to  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  had  his  Annals  extended  to  the  year 
in  which  we  shall  be  obliged  to  take  notice  thereof. 

Soon  after  the  queen's  return  from  this  pn^;ress,  her  last 
parliament  met  at  Westminster,  and  that  was  on  the  27th 
day  of  October.  This  was  a  ses»on  full  of  important  bun-  ' 
nesB,  and  Ral^h  appears  frequendy  engaged  in  it.  The 
first  or  most  ancient  list  of  the  members  of  the  house  of 
commons,  at  least  extant,  is,  as  I  have  been  told  by  an  emi- 
nent antiquary,  that  which  we  have  vX  this  parliament*; 
and  herein  it  appears,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  one  of  in  puiw. 


>JabD  Slow's  AudiiIb,  edit  i6is, 
fol.  197.  Tbii  is  thm  air  Cdrew  lU- 
lei^,  who  nppcan,  \a  tbe  courl-nilli 
or  OiUiogluun  in  Glancestcribire,  to 
have  been  nne  of  tbe  slewfirdg,  bii 
brother  At  Waiter  bring  the  other  of 
that  mtDor,  Id  these  timet  belonging 
tu  the  crown ;  as  I  (uve  it  from  > 
letter  o/  XMne  obliging  remnrits  upon 
the  family  of  the  Raleghi,  written  by 
William  Nicholas,  eiq,  of  West- 
Honelj  in  Snrrey,  to  a  friend.  This 
moat  lie  also  the  same  sir  Cairv  Ra- 
I^,  who  bad,  in  i6i6,  for  whnt 
cooMeration  ia  not  mentioned,  ■ 
hundred  ponndi  paid  lum  from  the 
fnTeTumcnt,  aa  (  Bnd  in  an  Abstract 
of  tlie  State  of  his  Majestf'i  Here- 
Diie>  reprinted  Sro.  1691,  p.  .10. 
Likewise  the  ■■me  who  sold  Widdjr- 
combe  Ralegh  tooneof  the  Marlins, 
aa  is  before  observed ;  and  the  aD- 
ciMIt  pathmoDy  of  Fardel  to  Walter 
Hrale,  enq.  of  Briiton,  as  John 
Trinee  iDforms  aa  in  tbe  Worthie*Df 
Demn,  fbl.  401.  Lutly,  the  iame 
nr  Canw  Ralegh,  who  married  Po- 


ir  of  Downlon  ;  and  he,  I 


Thynne,  by  whom  be  had  <]Ubert,     menti. 


jghler  of  sir  Gilly  Wronghton,  of 
Broad-Hinton  in  Wilts,  had  •everal 
children,  ■■  GUbert,  George,  Walter, 
Katharine,  Anne,  &c.  Thia  I  gather 
from  a  pedigree  of  tbe  Ralegfaa,  In 
the  pouesaion  of  Browne  Willii,  eaq. 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
work ;  wherein  It  fnrtber  appears, 
tbe  said  sir  Carew,  his  son  and  gnrnd- 
cluldren,  were  all  allte  in  iif\. 
And  hence  the  Wiltdilre  Ralegbi 
hare  flouriibed  to  these  latter  times. 

'  L'hronologie  Septenaire  de  rHls- 
toire  df  la  Paix  entrc  le*  Rm  de 
Prance  et  d'Espagne,  par  P.  Victor 
Cayet,  8w>.  160J.  p.  J33.  b. 

■"  Whereas  certain  French  writers 
"  hare  raenlioned,"  sayi  Camden, 
"  that  the  queen  shewed  to  Biro^ 
"  tbe  earl  of  Essei's  skull  in  her 
"  closet,or,arcor£ngtoothert,flied 
"  npoa  a  pole ;  it  moat  ne^ds  be  a 
"  alory  as  ridicnlous  a*  false  ;  dboe 
'■  ttiat  wai  interred  with  Ua  body." 
Annal.  Elii.  1601. 

■  At  tbe  end  of  Heywood  Towna- 
bend'i  Historical  ColltcticHii  of 
qnean   EllubeA's  four  iMt  pulla- 


zS 
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the  knights  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  John 
Arundell,  e^q.  being  the  other ;  and  that  sir  Carew  Ral^b 
was  one  of  the  burgesses  for  Foway  in  the  same  county. 
The  first  q)eech  we  have  of  sir  Walter^s  upon  record  in 
Oppofct  the  this  parliament  was  on  November  the  4th,  and  in  oppos- 
ing of  hemp!  tion  to  the  act  for  sowing  of  hemp ;  "  For  my  part,'"  said  he, 
**  I  do  not  like  this  constraining  of  men  to  manure  or  use 
<*  their  ground  at  our  wills;  but  rather  let  every  man  use 
^<  his  ground'  to  that  which  it  is  most  fit  for,  and  ther^n 
^*  use  his  own  discretion.  For  halsers,  cables,  cordage, 
<*  and  the  like,  we  have  plentifully  enough  from  foreign 
^^  naticms ;  and  we  have  countries  here  in  England  that 
**  make  use  thereof  in  abundance :  and  the  bill  of  tillage 
<^  may  be  a  sufficient  motive  to  us  in  this  case,  not  to  take 
«  the  course  that  this  bill  intends.  For  where  the  law  pro- 
^  vides  that  every,  man  must  plough  the  third  part  of  his 
'*  land ;  I  know  divers  poor  people  have  done  so,  to  avoid 
'  ^*  the  pqialty  of  the  statute,  when  their  abiliues  have  been 
**  so  poor,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  buy  seed-corn  to 
**  sow  it  withal ;  nay,  they  have  been  fain  to  hire  others  to 
«  plough  it ;  which,  if  it  had  been  unploughed,  would  have 
**  been  good  pasture  for  beasts,  or  might  have  been  oon^ 
**  verted  to  other  good  uses^.**^  Upon  this  motion,  all  the 
house  bid  away  with  the  bill :  but  it  was  put  to  the  ques- 
tion, whether  it  should  be  committed  or  no  ?  Some  doubt 
arising,  the  house  was  divided ;  and  the  yeas  were  108,  the 
noes  16S:  so  the  bill  was  not  committed.  It  was  after- 
wards put  to  the  question  for  engrossing;  and,  notwith- 
standing Mr.  Comptit>ller^s  speech  for  the  weight  of  it, 
(which  b  not  preserved,)  it  was  denied,  and  so  absolutely 
rgected.  Three  days  after,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  at  the 
committee  in  the  house,  touching  the  subsidy.  Here  he 
moved  them  to  consider  for  what  intent  they  came  thither, 
HU  speech  and  now  in  their  coming,  what  was  to  be  considered.  ^^  For 
tidj.  ^       ^^  the  subady,^  said  he,  *^  the  manner  and  quality  thereof,  I 

^  Townsbcnd's  Hist.  Coll.  fol.  i88.  and  makes  some  errors  in  his  ac- 
SirSimoadsO*Ewes  omits  this  speedi  Ofrant  of  its  commitment.  See  Lis 
by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  upon  that  bill,     ionnial,  fol.  1 708.  p.  626. 
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*'  will  nov  <Hal7  intinute  thus  much  to  you ;  that  Uie  last 
"  pariiameat,  only  three  subadieB  were  granted,  upon  liar 
■*  ^t«t  the  Spaniuds  were  coming ;  but  now  we  see  they  are 
"  oome^  and  have  set  foot  even  in  the  quten's  tdrntonea  ti- 
"  ready ;  therefore,  are  the  more  of  as  to  be  Ks{tected  aad' 
"  reguded.  And  seeing  the  sale  of  her  tn^esty^s  owA 
"jewels;  the  p'eat  loans  her  suli^ects  have  lent  her^  yet 
"  unpaid ;  the  oiHitinual  selling  ot  her  lands,  and  deeaym^ 
"  of  ha  rerenues;  Ute  glaring  eren  out  of  her  own  purse' 
"  and  appuel  toe  our  own  sakea,  will  not  serve ;  but  she 
"  must  yet  be  fan  to  call  her  court  of  parliament  for  our 
"  advice  and  aid  in  this  case ;  I  wish,  for  my  part,  as  a  par* 
"  ticular  member  of  the  ccMnmonwealth,  that  we  may  not 
"  do  less  than  we  did  bdbre ;  and  that  we  may  also  boun- 
"  Ufully,  according  to  our  estates,  contribute  to  ber  mo- 
*'  jesty's  necesnties,  as  they  now  stand."  This  speech  was 
confirmed  by  many  other  members,  and  met  with  no  oi^x>< 
sition  that  we  read  of.  But  the  manner  of  raising  this  subndy 
ci«ated  some  ^lort  debate;  in  which  nrFrands  Hastings 
moved,  that  the  three  pound  men  might  be  exempted ;  and 
all  others,  above  that  rate,  to  pay  according  to  the  rate,  to 
make  up  a  full  subddy.  To  this  ar  Walter  Ralegh  aa> 
swered,  "  If  all  pay,  none  will  be  aggrieved ;  if  any  be 
"  exempted,  doubtless  it  will  breed  much  grief;  the  feelmg 
"  will  be  great  to  those  three  ponnd  men  that  vrill  feel  any 
"  thing,  but  it  will  be  nothiug  to  them  that  know  any 
"  thing."  Sir  Edward  Hobby,  who,  it  seems,  sat  near  the 
door,  not  hearing  well  thb  speech,  said,  "  You  should  speak 
"  standing,  that  the  house  might  hear  you."  Ralegh  an- 
swered, "  That  bring  in  a  committee,  he  might  speak  sit- 
"  ting  (H- standing :"  so  (without  rising)  repeated  his  former 
words.  In  the  end  this  proposal  was  agreed  to,  and  secre- 
tary Cetnl  reported  to  the  whole  house,  "  that  most  vmcei 
"  concluded  there  should  be  no  exception  of  the  three 
'*  pound  men,  because,  according  to  their  rate,  some  were  »*' 
"  sessed  under  value ;  bendes,  separation  might  breed  emu- 
"  lation,  su^indon  of  parUality  and  oonfuaon."  Yet  when 
z3 
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Cecil,  among  those  who  launched  out  c,  carried  the  matter 
so  high,  as  to  say,  ^*  that  neither  pots  or  pans,  nor  dish  nor 
^^  spoon,  should  be  spared,  when  danger  is  at  our  elbows ; 
^^  nor  would  by  any  means  have  the  three  pound  men  ex- 
'^  eluded,  because  he  would  have  the  king  of  Spain  know, 
*^  how  willing  we  are  to  sell  all  in  defence  of  God^s  religion, 
*^  our  prince,  and  our  country  ;^  and  when  Mr.  Francis  Ba- 
con, in  his  speech,  concluded  it  was  **  dulds  tractua  pari 
^^jugo ;  therefore  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  not  to  be 
^<  exempted  :^  Ralegh  did  answer;  ^^  I  like  it  not,  that  the 
^*  Spaniards,  our  enemies,  should  know  of  our  selling  our 
**  pots  and  pans  to  pay  subsidies ;  well  may  you  call  it  po^ 
**  licy,  as  an  honourable  person  alleged ;  but  I  am  sure  it 
<<  argues  poverty  in  the  state.  And  for  the  motion  that 
*^  was  last  made,  dtdcis  tractua  pari  jugo ;  call  you  this 
^^  parjuguniy  when  a  poor  man  pays  as  much  as  a  rich  ? 
^^  and  peradventure  his  estate  is  no  better  than  it  is  set  at, 
*^  or  but  little  better ;  while  our  estates  are  three  or  four 
^*  pounds  <^  in  the  queen^s  books,  and  it  is  not  the  hundredth 
^'  part  of  our  wealth ;  therefore  it  is  neither  dtdcis  nor  par  J* 
This  might  flow  as  weU  from  the  natural  source  of  his  own 
benignity,  as  from  any  compliance  with  the  queen'^s  inclina- 
tion to  favour  the  poorer  sort,  for  whom  Ralegh  seems,  by 
her  command,  to  have  before  indeed  been  a  chosen  advo- 
cate^ :  but  he  knowing,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  members, 

•  Of  whom,  none  more  remaikmble  before,  till  tbey  hummed  the  mt- 

tfiao  sergeaot  Heale ;  who  manrelled  geant  into  his  semt ;  bat  he  was  after- 

much  the  bouse  should  demur  upon  wards  more  particularly  exposed  for 

grantiog  this  subady,  or  in  the  time  the^e  slavish  principles, 

of  payment;  '*When  all  we  have,"  *  So  Heywood  Townshend,  fol. 

8«d  he,  **  is  her  majesty's ;  and  she  204.  but  thirty  or  forty  pound  in  sir 

<*  may  lawfully,  at  pleasure,  take  it  Simonds  0*£we8,  fol.  633. 

**  from  us :   yea,  she  has  as  much  *  Sir  Walter,  speaking  of  a  parlia- 

**  right  to  all  our  lands  and  goods,  roent  in  the  reign  of  Ung  lUchard 

**  as  to  any  rereniie  of  her  crown.'*  11.  wherein  a  subsidy  was  given  only 

At  which   the  house  hummed  and  by  the  better  sort,  and  the  commons 

laogfaed.     *'  Well,    all    yoor   bum-  spared,  says,  (in  the  person  of  a  ju». 

**  ming,"  said  the  sergeant,  **  shall  tioe  of  peace,)  "I  myself  once  moved 

*'  not  put  me  out  of  countenance."  **  it  in  parliament,  in  the  time  of 

So  to  mend  the  matter,  he  told  them,  ' '  queen  Elisabeth,  who  desired  much 

**  he  could  prove  his  former  position  "  to  spare  the  common  people,  and  I 

**  in   the  time  of  king  Henry  Ilf .  **  ^  it  by  lier  commandment ;  but, 

**  king  John,  king    Stephen,"   &c.  **  when  we  cast  up  the  subsidy-books. 

At  tUs  the  house  was  louder  than  **  we  found  the  sum  but  smidl,  when 
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b^  fimner  experience,  that  such  a  supply,  as  her  majesty 
DOW  wanted,  being  no  less  than  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  according  to  Cedl's  representation,  could  not  be 
raised,  if  such  an  exemption  were  admitted  of;  the  former 
propoaidon  prevailed,  and  the  three  pound  men  were  neces- 
sarily included. 

When  the  complaint  against  monopolies  was  made  on  the 
20th  of  November,  and  Dr.  Bennet  mentioned  that  of  cards, 
I  cannot  perceiTe  how  it  could  be  justly  observed  in  the 
Journals,  to  make  any  change  in  the  countenance  of  air  Wal- 
ter Ralegh ;  nnce  in  the  same  Journals  it  is  also  observed, 
that  the  patent  for  cards  was  now  granted  to  Edward 
Darey'.  But,  when  Mr.  Martin  ^mke  of  a  **  country  that 
'*  groaned  under  the  burden  of  monstrous  and  unconadoo- 
"  able  substitutes  to  monopolitans  of  starch,  tin,  fish,  cloth, 
"  oil,  vin^;ar,  salt,  and  what  not ;"  nr  Walter  Ralegh  re- 
plied, '*  I  am  urged  to  speak  in  two  respects ;  the  one,  be- 
"cause  I  find  myself  touched  upon  in  particular;  the 
*'  other,  in  that  I  take  some  imputation  and  slander  to  be 
"  oSered  unto  her  majesty :  I  mean  by  the  gentleman  who 
**  first  mentioned  tin.  For  that  bdng  one  of  the  prindpa] 
"  commodities  of  this  kingdom,  and  being  in  Cornwall,  it 
**  has  ever  (so  long  as  there  were  any)  belonged  to  the  dukes 
"  of  Cornwall ;  and  they  had  spedal  patents  of  privilc^. 
"  It  has  pleased  her  majesty  freely  to  bestow  on  me  that 
"  privilege  and  that  patent ;  b^g  word  for  word  the  very 
"  same  the  duke's  is.  And  because,  by  reason  of  my  office 
"  of  I<Kd-warden  of  the  stannaries,  I  can  sufficiently  infMm 
"  this  house  of  the  sute  thereof,  I  wilt  moke  bold  to  de> 
"  liver  it  unto  you.  When  the  tin  is  taken  out  of  the 
"  mine,  and  molten  and  refined,  then  is  every  [nece,  coD- 
"  taining  a  hundred  weight,  sealed  with  the  duke's  seal. 
"  And  by  reason  of  this  privilege  (which  I  now  have)  heio  tigtt 
"  ever  had  the  refusal  in  buying  thereof;  for  the  words  ofuntiiSVb* 
"  the  patent  are,  niti  noa  emere  voUiimut.     Now  I  will  i" 

"  tha  3a  ppmid  m^"  (prriupi  tbc     dve  of  PuUunBsti. 

dpher  b  aMtA  \tj  wilakt)  "  ware         *  Hepraod  Townibraid,  U.  144, 

"  Idk  oat."    B«c  Rakfh't  Pmop-     i4S- 


844  THE  LIFE  OF 

'<  tell  you,  that  before  the  granting  of  my  patent,  whether 
^  tin  were  but  at  seventeen  sbUlingB,  and  so  upward  to  fifty 
^^  shillings  a  hundred ;  j^et  the  poor  workman  never  had 
**  but  two  shillings  a  week,  findkig  huuself :  bul  since  my 
patent,  whosoerer  will  work,  be  tin  at  what  price  soever, 
they  have  four  shillings  a  week  truly  paid :  there  is  no 
poor  that  will  wof k  thore,  but  niay,  and  have  that  wages.^ 
But,  notwithstanding  his  merit,  as  well  as  ri^t,  Ralegh 
concluded,  saying,  ^^  Yet  if  all  others  may  be  repealed,  I 
<*  wiM  ^ve  ipy  cwa^qI;  as  freely  to  the  cancelling  of  tbis^  aa 
*^  aay  member  of  this  hpuse.^    It  is  noted,  that  a  goeat  and 
uncommon  sileppe  followed  this  speech.    At  last  sir  Fraacia 
JIastings  said,  in  reelect  thereto;  *^  I  joy  to  see  so  great  a 
*'  reformation,  that  we  may  speak  quietly,  and  be  heard 
^*  peaceably ;  every  man  has  not  alike  sense  or  judgment, 
**  neither  is  every  man^s  memory  alike.     I  wish,  that  if  any 
*^  gentleman,  who  speaks  of  this,  ex*  any  other  subject  aa  cu- 
**  rious,  shall  let  fiEdl  any  word  amiss  or  unpleasing,  that  it 
**  may  be  attributed  rather  to  earnestness  than  want  of 
^^  duty.^    Throughout  the  further  proceedings  against  the 
numerous  monopolies  now  in  force,  we  find  not  any  mentioR 
made  of  his  pat^it  aforesaid,  among  those  which  were  par- 
Ucularly  promised  to  be  revoked  or  abolbhed  as  grievancea 
to  the  state.     On  the  S4th  of  November,  sir  Edmund  Mor- 
gap  and  Mr.  Pemberton,  both  members  of  the  house,  b^g 
sored  with  subpoenas  to  appear  in  the  court  of  Chancoy 
the  same  day,  at  the  suit  of  sir  Walter  and  sir  Carew  Ra- 
legh, they  had  the  privilege  granted  them.     The  officers, 
who  served  those  subpoenas,  were  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  sergeant,  but  soon  released,  upon  pleading  they  knew 
not  those  gentlemen  to  be  members  of  parliament  s.     This 
is  all  I  find  of  that  suit  concerning  sir  Walter  Ralegh.     Oi^ 
Andagaliiit  the  Sd  of  December,  he  spoke  against  the  defects  and  hard- 
ofabiuior  ^P^  ^^  A  hill  that  was  read  for  reformation  oi  abuses  in 
'^p™''^    inns ;  as  that,  ^<  it  would  deprive  those,  who,  by  their  lord. 
^^  ships  or  manors,  had  right  to  inquire  into  the  defaults 
of  selling  liquors  by  full  measure,  of  their  privilege  ;  that, 

f  D'£wet'  Joomal,  CdL  65 1,  &c. 
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"  by  diBiblmg  s  man  for  ever  after  of  being  an  innkeeper, 
"  bow  detrimenta]  it  might  be  to  the  inheritance  of  those 
"  who  had  inns,  Bome  at  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum ; 
*■  and  how  dangeroua  to  ionkeepers,  who  might,  by  the 
'*  negligence  of  a  an^ant,  auSer :  all  which  he  left  to  the 
"  discretion  of  the  house  *'."  After  other  like  obiecti<nny 
by  another  member  or  two,  we  hear  no  more  of  it.  Soon 
after,  the  means  <^  suppressing  the  pirates  of  Dunkirk,  now 
grown  strong  both  in  arms  and  shipping,  came  under  the 
consderaticm  of  this  house.  As  one  remedy  against  then, 
it  was  proposed  to  restrwn  the  transportation  of  ard- 
nance,  and  a  Inll  to  prohibit  the  same  was  read  a  second 
time  on  the  8th  of  December ;  but,  before  it  was  comnutled, 
there  passed  many  qieeches  upon  this  important  argument. 
It  seems  a  patent  for  transporting  them  had  been  granted 
to  ^r  Henry  Xevill,  and  the  queen's  duty  thereby  rose  to 
three  thousand  pounds  a  year;  yet  this  profit  no  ways  ba- 
lanced  the  inconveniences.  For,  being  carried  into  all 
countries  that  were  friends  with  Dunkirk,  and  confederates 
with  Spun,  the  Spaniards  had  such  plenty,  that  they  now 
usually  sold  a  hundred  weight  of  iron  ordnance  for  seven 
ducats  and  a  half.  The  laws  were  moreover  urged  in  8S 
of  Henry  VIII.  and  2  of  Edward  VI.  which  prohilnted  the 
transporting  of  gun  metal ;  and  though  K*"^  were  not  then 
made  of  iron,  they  now  were ;  therefore  it  was  within  the 
power  of  those  laws.  Sir  Walter  Balegh,  in  approbad<m 
of  this  motion,  said,  "  I  am  sure  heretofore  one  ship  of  her 
"  majesty's  was  able  to  beat  ten  Spaniards ;  but  now,  by 
"  reason  of  our  own  ordnance,  we  are  hardly  matched  one 
"  to  one.  And  if  the  Low  Countries  should  either  be  sub- 1 
"  dued  by  the  Spaniard,  or  yield  unto  him  upon  a  condi- 
",tional  peace,  or  shall  join  in  amity  with  the  French,  as  we 
"  see  them  duly  inclining,  I  say  there  is  nothing  does  so 
"  much  threaten  the  conquest  of  this  kingdom,  as  the  trana. 
"  portation  oi  ordnance ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  a  good 
"  and  speedy  course  to  proceed  by  way  of  petition,  lest  we 
*'  be  cut  off  from  our  desires,  either  by  the  upper  bouse,  at 
Hilt.  CoU.fol.  178. 
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*^  before,  by  the  shortness  and  sudden  ending  of  the  parlia- 
**  ment  K"*^    The  generality  agreed  with  him  in  the  needful- 


t  Sir  Walter  Ralegfa  has  alto  writ- 
ten upon  this  subject  in  two  or  tbree 
places.    In  his  ^Uscoarse,  tooching 
m  war  widi  Spain,  and  the  protecting 
of  the  Netherlands,  written  not  long 
ajfter  he  made  the  aforesaid  speech, 
having  told  king  James  how  he  re- 
meml^red,  that  within  these  thirty 
years  two  of  her  majesty's   ships 
wonld  have  commanded  one  hundred 
sail  of  theirs ;  and  that  when  he  was 
m  captain  in  Ireland,  a  hundred  foot 
and  a  hundred    horse  would  have 
beaten  all  the  force  of  the  strongest 
provinces ;  he  adds,  <*  but  of  late  I 
'*  have   known   an  easterling  fight 
**  hand  to  hand  widi  one  of  her  ma- 
'*jesty*s  ships;  and  that  the  Irish 
<*  have,  in  tUs  last  war,  overthrown 
**  with  even,  or  far    less    number. 
**  The  Netherlands,*'  continues  he, 
**  in  those  days,  had  wooden  guns, 
**  and  the  Irish  had  darts;  but  the 
**  oive  is  now  furnished  with  as  great 
"  a  nnmber  of  English  ordnance  as 
**  ourselves,  and  the  other  with  as 
**  good  pikes  and  mnskets  as  Eng- 
'•  land  hath."     See  Ralegh's  three 
Discourses,    8vo.   1703.  p.  16.     In 
another  discourse  he  afterwards  writ, 
touching  a  marriage  between  prince 
Henry  of  England  and  a  daughter 
of  Savoy,  speaking  of  the  Nether- 
lands, he  has  these  words ;  *<  Where- 
"  as,  in  my  time,  I  have  known  one 
**  of  her  majesty's  ships  command 
'*  forty  of  theirs  to  strike  sail,  they 
**  will  now  undertake  us  one  to  one, 
-**  and  not  give  us  a  good  morrow: 
**  they  master  us  both  in  their  num- 
**  her  and  in  their  mariners;  and 
"  they  have  our  own  ordnance  to 
**  break  our  own  bones  withal.    We 
"  had  reason  to  help  them ;  but  not 
*'  to  help  diem  up  to  that  height,  as 
*<  to  mikt  diem  able  to  tread  upon 
**  our  own  heads."    Tlios  in  the  old 
MS.  of  that  discourse  communicated 
by  the  noble  earl  of  Oxford.   Lastly, 
in  another  discourse  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh wrote  after  this,  I  mean  that  on 
the  Invention  of  Shipping,  he  has 
more  copiously  argued  upon  Uus  head. 
These  arguments  I  shall  here  also 
annex,  botii  as  what  will  exemplify 
the  constancy  of  his  jtidgoient»  and 


prove  the  genuineness  of  these  dis- 
courses;   ^ugh  two  of  them  are 
posthumous    publications,    and    the 
other  was  never  published.    "  There 
**  is  no  sUte,"  says  be, "  grown  in 
«  haste,  but  that  of  the  Ui^ted  Pro- 
"  vinces,    especially  in    their    sea- 
•*  forces;  and  by  a  contrary  way  to 
**  that  of  France  or  Spun ;  the  lai- 
'*  ter  by  invasion,  the  former  by  op- 
<*  presmon.    For  I  myself  may  re- 
"  member,  when  one  ship  of  her  ma- 
'*  jesty's  would  have  made  forty  Hol- 
«  landers  strike  sail,  and  to  come  to 
*<  anchor ;  they  did  not  tfien  dispute 
"  de  mari  libero;   but  readily  ac- 
<'  knowledged  the  English  to  be  d^ 
'•  mmi  maris  Britanniei."    And  a 
little  further:  **  But  whence  comes 
"  tUa  dispute  ?  not  from  the  increase 
**  of  numbers,  not  because  onr  neigb- 
*<  hours  breed  more  mariners  than 
**  we  do,  nor  from  the  greatnesa  of 
<*  their  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world ; 
*'  for  the  French  creep  into  all  oor- 
*<  ners  of  America  as  they  do,  and 
"  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  em- 
*<  ploy  more  ships  by  many  (fishing 
<«  trades  excepted)  than  the  Nether- 
*'  lands  :  but  it  comes  from  the  de- 
'*  testablelcovetonsness  of  such  par- 
'*  ticular  persons  as  hare  gotten  1i- 
•*  cences,  and  given  way  to  the  trana^ 
**  porting  of  English  ordnance.  Fkii 
*<  htpc  gapientia  qtwndam,  puhHcm 
"  privatit  tecemere^  iucra  prof  a- 
*<  nit ;  and  that  in  so  great  abun- 
**  dance,   that  not    only   our  good 
'*  friends,  the  Hollanders  and  Zealan- 
**  ders,   have  furnished  themselves, 
"  and  have  them  lying  on  their  wharfs 
<*  to  sell  to  others ;  but  all  other  na- 
**  tions  have  had  from  us,  not  only  to 
'*  fomish  their  fleets,  but  to  garnish 
**  all  their  forts  and  other  places, 
''  fortifying  their    coasts;    without 
**  which,  the  Spanish  king  durst  not 
"  have  ^amounted  so  many  piecea 
*'  of  brass  in  Naples,  and  elsewhere, 
'<  to  arm  his  great  fleet  in    1588. 
**  Bat  it  waa  Erectly  proved  in  the 
'*  lower  house  of  parliament,  anno 
<*....  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  there 
**  were  landed  in  Naples  above  140 
**  cnlverins   English ;    ance   which 
*<  time,  and  not  long  since,  it  is  la- 
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ness  of  restraining  this  privilege;  however,  they  proceeded 
by  way  of  Inll,  which  passed  the  commons,  but  not  the 
lords ;  for  other  buuness  interfering,  it  fell  asleep  till  the 
end  of  the  sesrion,  and  then  the  speaker  Crook,  who  was  to 
represent  it  to  her  majesty,  ft^getting  his  promise,  it  came 
to  nothing. 

On  the  9th  of  December  the  dispute  was  renewed,  whe-Por  repnu 
ther  the  statute  t^  tillage  should  be  continued  P  This  sto-  ^  ^^_ 
lute  was  made  in  the  time  of  dearth,  and  tar  Walter  Ral^h  ■««■ 
agreed  with  those  who  were  for  having  it  now  repealed. 
His  reason  for  it  was,  because  "  many  poor  men  are  not 
**  able  to  find  seed  to  sow  so  much  ground  as  tbey  are 
*'  bound  to  plough,  which  they  must  do,  or  incur  the  pe- 
"  .nalty  of  the  law.     Beudes,  all  nations  abound  with  com. 
*'  France  offered  the  queen  to  serve  Ireland  with  com  for 
*'  sixteen  shillings  a  quarter,  which  is  but  two  shillings  the 
**  bushel :  if  we  should  sell  it  so  here,  the  ploughman  would 
**  be  beggared.    The  Low-Countryman  and  the  Hollander, 
"  who  never  sow  com,  have,  by  their  industry,  such  plenty, 
"  that  they  will  serve  other  nations.     The  Spaniard,  who 
**  often  wants  com,  had  we  never  so  much  [Jenty,  would 


"  mentable  Ihnl  ao  many  bnre  been 
>*  truuported  into  Spun.  Bill  Ibose 
"  belike  wbnlhen  delerminol  it,  «ad 
"  die  tnoKporlcrs,  have  doit  foraaltea 
"  die  country ;  and  tfaouKb  tbe  pro- 
■'  corera  rcmiiiD,  [  tm  molTCd  thay 
**  alio  h>TC  fbraaken  tbe  care  of  hu 
■*  m^eaty's  «tate,  ud  tbe  bonour 
"  of  thii  nation.  I  oi^  not  thii 
"  point,  M  tUnking  it  onBt  to  fur. 
<*  Diih  hi*  BMJeety'i  good  fiiendiand 
"  allici,  wbo  hare  had  with  us  odc 
"  ooanDon  eoeniy  for  many  yean. 
*'  Sal  all  politic  italei  ham  veil  ob- 
"  werrtd  di*  precept,  Ul  jic  Iracla- 

"fatmrmni  for  vhatarealltbeBhipi 
"  in  tbe  world  to  be  ralued  at,  other 
■*  tb«a  a  company  of  fluating  tuba, 
"  were  tbey  not  fumiibed  with  ord- 
"  nance,  either  to  ofl^d  othen,  or 
"  defend tbemMlvn ?  Ifaabipofone 
"  tbonaand  tons  lind  ia  her  one  thoo- 
"  land  DKwketeera,  and  nerw  a  great 
"  gun,  with  one  cnrauter,  carrying 


"  ten  or  thirteen  cnlverine,  ibe  may 
"  be  beaten  to  piecea,  and  her  men 
"  alaaghtend.  Certainly  the  adran- 
"  tage,  which  the  Engliah  had  by 
"  their  bowa  and  arrow*  In  former 
"  timea,  waa  nerer  ao  great  aa  we 
"  might  now  hare  had  by  oar  iron 
"  ordnance,  if  we  bad  either  kept  it 
"  within  tbe  land,  kept  it  from  oar 
*'  enemlei,  or  imparted  it  to  Oor 
■'  friendi  moderatdy  :  Cor  aa  by  tbe 
"  fbnnrr  we  obtained  maay  mwile 
' '  riclories,  and  made  oonelrea  maa- 
"  ten  of  many  parta  of  Prance,  lo 
"  by  the  latter  we  might  hare  com- 
"  manded  tbe  leai,  and  thereby  the 
'■  trade  of  tbe  world  ilaelf.  Bnt  we 
"  hare  now,  to  onr  future  pr^ndlce, 
■■  and  bow  far  to  onr  pr^adUe  1 
"  know  not,  fix^ed  haBnen,  M»d 
"  delirerrd  tbemoutofoorhaiida.to 
"  break  onr  own  bone*  witbaL"  See 
judieicnl  and  leleel  Eaaayi  by  Ar 
Waller  Rale|^  8r>.  i6so.  p.  *},  Ji. 
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^  never  be  beholden  to  the  Englishman  for  it,  neither  to  the 
<^  Low-Countryman,  nor  to  France,  but  will  fetch  it  even 
^  of  the  very  Barbarian ;  and  that  which  the  Barbarian  has 
^^  been  suing  for  these  two  hundred  years,  (I  mean  for 
**  traffic  of  com  into  Spain,)  this  king,  in  policy,  has  set  at 
<<  liberty  of  himself,  because  he  will  not  be  beholden  ta  other 
'^  nations.  And  therefore,  I  think,  the  best  course  is,  to  set 
*^  it  at  liberty,  and  leave  every  man  free,  which  is  the  denre 
^'  of  a  true  EngUshman  K'"  After  other  speeches,  it  was  put 
to  the  question,  whether  the  bill  of  tillage  should  be  com- 
mitted ?  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  But  it  having 
pleased  her  majesty  to  license  Mr.  Dormer,  under  her  letters 
patents,  with  a  Non  obstante^  this  statute,  to  enclose  three 
hundred  acres  of  ground,  he  prayed  the  house  to  admit  of 
diis  proviso;  therefore  it  was  put  to  the  question,  and  car- 
ried. The  noes  demanded  a  division  of  the  house :  wbere^ 
upon  Mr.  fiichard  Martin  observed,  the  noes  had  always 
carried  it  in  this  pariiament  when  they  came  to  a  division; 
many  staying  with  the  yeas,  because  they  would  not  lose 
their  places.  Skt  Walter  Ralegh  rose  to  answer  him ; 
but  many  hurrying  out  to  the  division,  he  and  Cecii,  it 
seems,  took  some  displeasure ;  for,  after  the  division,  when 
Mr.  Dormer's  proviso  carried  it  again  by  a  majority,  where- 
w  liberty  by  the  house  was  set  quiet,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  said,  "  I 
tpeecb.  ^^  thought  I  had  deserved  of  the  house  to  have  been  heard 
"  to  speak,  as  well  as  he  that  spake  before  the  division ;  and 
**  in  that  I  offered  to  speak,  and  was  not  heard,  I  had  wrong : 
"  fwr  him  that  last  spake,  it  was  out  of  humour,  and  not 
guntt  an  «  out  of  judgment  Notwithstanding,  I  think  it  a  mono- 
iciMun.  <<  p^iy^  ^ J  ^1^^  speech  to  be  both  persuasion,  and  to  lay  a 
<«  great  imputation  upon  the  house :  and  this  is  all  I  would 
"  have  said  before.*" 

Next  day  came  on  the  question,  whether  the  tax  for  Do- 
ver haven  should  be  continued  by  force  of  the  statute ; 
which  was  threepence  a  ton  for  the  burden  of  every  ship. 
One  member,  Mr.  Swale,  objected,  that  the  charge  amounted 

I*  TownibeDd,  Ibl.  199. 
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to  at  least  a  thousand  marks  a  year,   yet  the  haven  was 

never  the  better ;  and  that  it  waa  grown  a  proverbial  wiah 

tf  any  tax*  that  it  would  not  ctHitinue  like  that  c^  Dover 

haveo.     But  Mr.  John  Boys  shewed  the  oonveniency  of 

this  haven,  and  bow  many  hundred  pounds  worth  of  stones 

were  ready  to  repair  it :  ar  John  Forteacue  also  observed, 

what  large  ships  <tf  burden  it  would  rec^ve ;  bow  necessary 

it  is  for  the  passage  of  all  merchants:  as  also  that  the  tax 

was  small,  and  the  time  might  be,  when  it  would  need  a 

great  tax  at  one  time.     Lastly,  Mr.  Comptroller  having 

likewise  expressed  bow  imprudent  it  was  to  take  away  this 

tax,  now  they  were  debating  how  to  defend  themselves  frora 

the  Dunkirkers,  which  would  weaken  the  most  necessaiy 

haven  of  England,  «r  Walter  Ral^h  was  more  particular 

in  these  words :  "  There  are  divers  havens  which  have  been  For  tbe  ui 

"  fiunous,  and  now  are  grown  to  decay,  as  Tinmouth,  Sea-  ^^^' 

"  ton,  and  Wincbelsey  ;  Rye  is  of  little  receipt ;  Sandwich  lona. 

*'  (as  a  burgess  of  that  town,  Mr,  Peak,  siud  this  parlia- 

"  ment)  is  even  a  g(»iig-     The  tax  bong  employed  as  it 

"  should  be,  I  hold  it  both  good  and  necessary ;  and  there 

*'  is  no  trade  of  fishermen  to  Newfoundland,  but  by  this 

"  haveo  of  Dover ;  which,  if  the  tax  be  taken  away,  and 

"  that  go  to  decay,  her  majesty  shall  lose  one  of  the  best 

*'  and  most  necessary  havens  cf  England,  which  hath  all  the 

"  commodides  that  Mr.  Comptroller  f^ewed,  and  lies  opptv 

**  nte  to  all  our  enemies'  countries,  who  may  soon  be  with 

"us,  and  we  not  able  to  re«st  them,  or  help  ourselves^ 

"  should  we  want  this  haven.     I  think  it  therefore  fit  this 

"  matter  should  be  conudered  of  and  committed :"  aod  so 


I  Idem,  fbi.  300.    See  further  on  oo  Wafi  and  Mean*  to  m 

this  subject,  sir  WiilterRalegfi's  Me-  bonoar  aod  ufetv  of  Eogluiil, dec. 

iBorial  to  queeD  Eliubelh,  touching  publisbvd  b^  sit  Hanrj  Sheen,  knl 

tbe  port  of  Uover  ;  being  a  brief  di»-  410.1701.     There  TU  ■  certificate, 

eoaru,  declBringhawboiioiinbleuid  touching    Dorer   hareo,   from    Mr. 

proGulile  to  her  majesty,  and  how  William  Boroagh,  anthor  of  Mrenl 

Deceuary  anil  commodiODa  for  tha  other  maritime  di«nnnie*,  in  a  ro- 

realm,  Ae  making  of  Dover  baven  lume  of  air    Prancii    Waltingham'a 

■ball  be,  and  in  what  tort;  irith  bow  Stato-Papert,  relatiDg  to  dn  bhvj, 

Htde  charge  and  great  perfection  the  fbl.  316.  u  1  Gad  id  his  Table-book 

same  may  be  aceompGitied :  [tinted  of  dielt  cantenta,  before  nwntfoMd^ 

in  a  pampMet,  entitled,  Aa  EMty  p.4i. 
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The  12th  of  December  was  read,  the  third  time,  a  bill 
f€>r  the  more  diligent  resort  to  church  on  Sundays,  which 
produced  several  speeches  in  the  house.     The  recusants 
were  very  numerous  at  this  time,  no  less  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred in  Yorkshire,  as  Dr.  Bennet  aflBrmed,  which  might  be 
one  reason  for  now  urging  this  bill ;  but  those,  who  were 
no  ways  popishly  inclined,  perceived  several  insufferable  de- 
fects in  it ;  as  Mr.  John  Bond,  who,  among  other  argu- 
ments, was  not  for  exposing  the  ecclesiastical  authority 
among  thar  enemies,  as  more  impotent  than  a  twelvepenny 
fine.     At  last  there  was  a  proviso  added  to  it,  *^  That  if 
any  man  came  eight  Umes  a  year  to  church,  and  said  the 
usual  divine  service  twice  every  Sunday  and  hcdyday  in 
his  house,  with  his  whcJe  family,  that  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient dispensation.*"     But  the  bill,  weak  enough  of  itsdf, 
was  overthrown  by  this  conjunction,  after  ar  Walter  Ra^ 
Aguait      lq;h  had  shewed,  ^^  That  all  the  churchwardens  of  every 
L  the  mOi-  ^*  shire  must  come  to  the  assizes,  to  give  information  to  the 
UUi  biiL    w  grand  jury.     Say  then  there  be  a  hundred  and  twenty 
parishes  in  a  shire,  there  must  now  come  extraordinarily 
two  hundred  and  forty  churchwardens;   and  say,  that 
but  two  in  a  parish  oflend  in  a  quarter  of  a  year,  that 
^  makes  four  hundred  and  ei^ty  persons  (with  the  ofiend- 
ers)  to  appear :  what  great  multitudes  this  will  bring  to- 
gether !  what  quarrelling  and  danger  may  happen,  be- 
sides giving  authority  to  a  mean  churchwarden  !  how 
prejudidal  this  may  be  !**"  with  divers  other  reasons  against 
it,  and  instances  of  the  ambiguities  and  equivocations  in  it : 
and  as  for  the  proviso  newly  added,  '^  it  was  a  plain  tole- 
ration  from  coming  to  church  ;  and  the  parson  could  not 
prevent  or  constrain  any,  if  they  read  service  at  home." 
Hereupon  it  was  put  to  the  question,  and  the  house  was 
divided  ;  the  yeas  went  forth,  and  were  a  hundred  and  five, 
and  the  noes  within  were  a  hundred  and  six:  so  it  was 
thrown  out  by  one  voice.     But  the  yeas  urging  they  had 
the  speaker^s  voice,  which  would  make  it  even ;  this  grew  a 
question,   whether  he   had  a  vote?   Sir  Edward   Hobby 
Uiought  he  had  one ;  but  m  Walter  Ralegh  argued,  *^  that 
*<  he  was  foreclosed  of  his  voice,  by  taking  that  place  which 
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"  it  had  pleased  them  to  impoee  upon  him ;  and  that  he  waa 
"  to  be  iadiflerent  For  both  partjes;"  withal  shewed,  *'  that 
**  by  the  old  order  of  the  hoiue  the  bill  was  lost  •"  the 
speaks  himself  confirmed  his  obserration,  and  confessed, 
be  bad  not,  by  custom,  any  vote.  Then  Mr.  Boyer,  secre- 
tary to  the  lord-treasurer  Buckhurst,  would  have  retrieved 
it,  by  suf^esting  there  was  some  foul  play;  declaring,  a 
member  was  pulled  back  by  the  sleeve  at  going  out,  and 
charged  Mr.  Dale  of  the  Middle  Temple :  to  which  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  answered,  in  a  humorous  manner,  "  Wby, 
"  if  it  please  you,  it  is  a  small  matter  to  pull  one  by  the 
"sleeve,  for  so  I  have  done  myself  oftentimes;"  whic^, 
though  a  familiar  phrase  for  checking  or  reproving  one's 
■elf  for  any  weakness  or  error,  yet  a  very  dtnngenuous  and 
incongruous  construcUon  was  forced  upon  it  by  the  comp- 
troller and  Cecil ;  as  if,  "  large  was  hb  conscience,  or  very 
"  flexible,  that,  in  a  matter  o£  this  consequence,  would  be 
"  drawn  backwards  or  forwards  by  the  sleeve."  Ral^h 
tack  no  notice  of  them,  and  the  speaker  being  allowed  to 
have  no  voice,  the  bill  was  thrown  up,  and  they  took  thar 
leave  of  it.  Besides  the  speeches  Ralegh  made  in  parlia- 
ment, which  we  have  thus  drawn  together,  as  far  as  they  are 
upon  record,  he  appears  in  the  committees  of  many  other 
lulls,  and  in  several  conferences  with  the  lords,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  journal  books  of  both  houses ;  but  being  only 
mentioned  in  general,  we  need  not  here  be  so  particular  as 
to  recite  them  :  therefore  shall  only  observe,  that  the  com- 
mons, having  granted  the  queen  a  liberal  sub^dy,  and  her 
majesty  given  her  royal  assent  to  nineteen  public  and  ten 
private  acts,  this  last  parliament,  in  her  reign,  was  dissolved 
on  the  19th  of  December. 

In  tjie  beginning  of  the  year  160S,  Mr.  Carew's  Dedic»> 
Uon  of  his  Survey  of  Cornwall  is  dated,  as  was  before  inti- 
mated ;  wherein  that  author  has,  with  such  energy,  cc^Med 
f(Hth  the  most  amiable  distinctions  of  Ralegh's  mind :  this 
agreeable  picture  thereof,  and  the  many  other  noble  atti- 
tudes in  which  we  have  seen  it  displayed,  have  made  me  in- 
quisitive what  pwtraitures  remuned  of  his  person^  that  weHu  pi 
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n^ht  better  judge  cf  the  correspondence  between  them ; 
how  well,  in  one  aspect,  the  sprightliness  of  genius  consorted 
with  the  solidity  of  judgment ;  how  well,  in  one  figure,  the 
roughness  of  war,  with  the  splendour  and  magnificence  of 
courts.  I  have,  at  last,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  these 
duuncters  united  in  that  portnut  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  still 
remaining  with  the  descendants  of  his  family  ™.  It  is  a  half 
length,  representing  him  in  the  silver  armour  before  men* 
tioned,  and  richly  adorned  in  the  skirts,  the  sword  and  belt 
with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  pearls.  It  seems,  by  the  dark- 
ness and  fulness  of  the  hair,  with  the  freshness  and  deemess 
of  the  countenance,  to  have  been  the  picture  of  him  before 
his  Guianian  expedition  above  related ;  but  the  inscription, 
upon  another  very  old  draught  in  the  same  posture  and 
haUt,  mentions  his  government  of  Jersey '^^  Further  to 
describe  this  piece  here  will  be  needless,  since  it  is  now 
brought  into  sculpture  by  an  excellent  hand,  and  ready  to 
be  made  public.  Anoth^  painting  I  have  also  seen  of 
him,  and  this  is  at  full  length ;  probably  an  original.  It 
agrees  very  well  with  the  foregoing,  in  the  form  of  the  face 
and  colour  of  the  hair  and  beard ;  at  least  as  far  as  may  be 
expected  from  the  hands  of  difierent  artists,  some  alteration 
perhaps  by  repairs,  and  some  difierence  of  years  in  the  ob- 
ject; whereby  he  seems,  in  this  last,  more  ruddy  and 
tanned  than  the  other.  For,  by  the  inscription  thereon, 
partly  still  legible,  it  appears  that  this  picture  was  painted 
in  this  last  year  of  the  queen,  above  mentioned :  and  that 
his  son  Walter,  who  is  likewise  here  drawn  by  him,  was 
then  eight  years  of  age.  Further,  in  this  picture  the  sta- 
ture of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  measures  about  six  feet,  is  well 
shaped,  and  not  too  slender:  he  is  apparelled  in  a  white 
satin  pinked  vest,  dose-sleeved  to  the  wrist,  and  over  the 
body  of  it  a  brown  doublet,  finely  flowered  and  embroidered 
with  pearl;  his  belt  of  the  same  colour  and  ornament,  in 

"  It  is  ID  the  possession  of  captain  bringing  the  same  into  print. 
WUIiam  Elwes,  nepliew  of  the  lady         ■  Among  the  collections   of   bis 

Elwes,   great    grandanghter   of  sir  grace  the  dnke  of  Dorset,  at  Knowie 

Walter  Ralegh ;  and  to  that  gentle-  in  Kent, 
man  we  are  obliged  for  the  liberty  of 
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which  hangs  his  sword ;  and  on  the  other  aide,  over  the 
right  hip,  is  seen  the  pommel  of  his  da^^r.  In  his  bat, 
which  he  has  on,  is  a  little  block  feather,  with  a  large  ruby 
and  pearl-drop  at  the  bottom  of  tbe  sprig  in  place  of  the 
button.  His  trunks  or  breeches,  willi  his  stockings  and 
ribbon-garters,  fringed  at  the  end,  are  all  white ;  and  buff 
shoes,  tied  with  white  ribbons.  His  son,  standing  under  Hnw 
Ms  1^  elbow,  is  fiur,  and  prettily  featured ;  dressed  in  a 
blue  silk  jacket  and  trowsers,  guarded  down  with  narrow 
diver  galloon;  stockings  blue,  and  white  shoes;  gloves  in 
the  right  hand,  hat  or  cap  in  the  left,  and  a  diver  sword  by 
bis  ude".  A  year  before  this,  the  lady  Ralegh's  picture 
was  also  painted,  as  ajq)ears  by.  the  date  upon  it.  It  is  a 
half-length,  like  the  first,  but  piunted  on  board;  a  high 
finished  piece,  in  the  laboured  manner  of  tbtMC  Umes,  by 
some  masterly  hand ;  has  been  well  kept,  and  is  doubtless 
an  original.  It  represents  her  a  fur  handsome  woman,  And  u 
turned  perhaps  of  thirty.  She  has  on  a  dark-coloured  '*' 
hanging-sleeve  robe,  tufted  on  the  arms;  and  under  it  a 
cluee-bodied  gown  of  white  satin,  flowered  with  black,  with 
close  sleeves  down  to  her  wrist ;  has  a  rich  ruby  in  her  ear, 
bedn^^ied  with  large  pearls;  a  laced  whisk  riung  above 
the  shoulders';  her  bosom  uncovered,  and  a  jewel  hanging 
thereon ;  with  a  large  chnn  of  pearl  round  her  neck,  down 
to  her  waistP.  These  are  all  the  puntings  I  have  seen  of 
them,  that  I  can  count  authentic,  or  most  likely  to  bear  any 
true  resemblance ;  but  have  been  credibly  informed  of  a 
lecture  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  miniature,  taken  not  long 
before  his  death ;  and  another  at  large,  representing  him 
also  in  a  white  suit,  which  he  had,  beset  with  jewels,  to  the 
value  of  threescore  thousand  pounds;  and  that  one  dia-H>>"' 
mond  thereof,  worth  a  hundred  pounds,  remained  in  the*"*" 
family  till  Uie  beginning  of  the  late  queen''B  reign.     In  this 

*  Tbli  iricture  at  Mr  Walter  and  nor  vblch  place,  at  ■  sentlcniBD'a 

hu  >OD  did  brIoDg  to  the  Canvt  of  uat,  wLcre  there  U  a  copjr  thai  *aa 

BeddiugteDt   whence,    b]t   mairiap  tiAeii  from  it,  1  latel;  lav  it. 

with  a  daughter  of  tbe  late  sir  Ste-  '  TUi  alao  rtmaias  with  captain 

phea  Leonard,  baronet,  it  waa  ra-  El<re>,  before  meDtioned. 
moTed  to  Weit  Wickham  in  Kent; 

RALRGH,  LIFB.  A  a 
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{Mcture  there  is  a  ribbon-garter,  fringed  at  the  ends,  tied 
about  his  left  arm.  This,  according  to  the  tradition  that 
remains  in  his  family,  was  his  lady^s,  (otherwise  might  be 
thought  one  of  the  queen^s  favours  at  the  Tlltp-yard,)  which 
he  brought  one  morning,  when  he  was  obliged  to  attend  her 
majesty  early,  as  a  token,  that,  for  despatch,  he  had  rode 
a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  nnce  he  took  leave  of  her  late 
the  night  before.  But  such  a  number  of  jewels,  whidi 
might  be  called  extravagance  in  others,  was  no  expense  to 
mr  Walter  Ral^h,  who  had  many  other  kinds  of  treasure, 
as  well  as  this  in  Spanish  prizes,  or  otherwise  in  traffic  with 
tareiga  nations;  and  as  for  his  stately  appearance  in,  by 
wearing  of  them  upon  some  spedal  occaaons,  it  is  not  only 
confirmed  by  circumstances,  in  part  before  mentioned,  but 
also  by  some  authors,  who  are  not  expected  to  take  notice 
of  it  with  greiit  commendation :  yet  the  Jesuit  Drexdius 
might  perhaps  have  found  more  dazzling  examples  to  dress 
out  his  Dialogue  upon  Attire,  nearer  the  time  he  wrote  it  9, 
and  to  have  paralleled  with  the  Roman  emperors  he  pro- 
duces, than  fial^h ;  even  though  sir  Walter  might,  upon 
some  great  assemblies  at  court,  have  his  very  shoes  be- 
decked with  precious  stones,  that  exceeded  the  value  of  m 
thousand  nx  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  as  that  author  relate8^ 
All  I  think  here  further  observable  upon  the  pictures  of  sir 
Walter  Ral^h  is,  that  after  so  many  which  may  be  called 


1  Ar  lord  Hay  and  others  in  king 
James's  reign,  Imt  above  all  tiie  doke 
of  Baekingfaam,  with  whom  it  was 
common,  at  an  ordinary  dancing,  to 
have  his  clothes  trimro^  with  great 
diamond  buttons,  and  to  have  dia- 
mond hatbands,  cockades,  and  ear- 
rings; to  be  ycked  wi^  great  and 
manifold  ropes  and  knots  of  peari ; 
in  short,  to  be  manacled,  fettered, 
and  imprisoned  in  Jeweb ;  insomnch, 
that,  **  at  his  going  over  to  Paris  in 
**  1625,  he  had  twenty-seven  suits  of 
"  clothes  made,  the  richest  that  em- 
**  broidery,  lace,  silk,  velvet,  silver, 
**  gold,  and  gems  could  oontribnta : 
**  one  of  which  waa  a  white  uncut  vel- 
'*  vet,  set  all  over,  botii  suit  and  ck>ak, 

with  diamonds,  valued  at  fourscore 


<< 


**  thousand  pounds,  besides  a  great 
**  feather  stuck  all  over  witii  dia- 
**  monds ;  as  were  also  his  sword, 
**  girdle,  hatband,  and  spurs."  This 
from  a  MS.  in  the  Harleian  library. 
B.  H.90.  C.  7.  fol.64J. 

'  His  words  are,  '<  Gualtems 
*'  Raiolens,  ille  apnd  Anglicanam 
**  Cleopatram  nimis  gratiosus  homo, 
*'  visus  est  in  aula  crcpidas  gestare 
**  ita  gemmis  distinctas,  ut  6600,  hoc 
«  est,  ses  millium  sexcentonim  au- 
«  reorum,  et  amplius,  sstimarentor. 
**  Vide  Trismegistus  Christianus  : 
"  seu  triplex  cultus,  conscientis,  cm* 
**  HUnOy  corporis."  Authore  Hiere- 
mia  Drexdio.  Duad  Svo.  1633.  lib. 
3.  cap.  10.  sect.  5.  p.  469. 
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genuine,  and  many  mwe  jvetended  to  be  so,  still  in  being, 
there  have  been  such  frequmt  occasionB  of  engraving  his 
effi^es  £Dr  his  books;  jet  ve  have  never  had,  till  now, 
more  than  two  sculptures,  which  can  {xetend  to  have  beeo 
taken  from  any  paintings ;  that  even  these  are  difier^it 
from  any  above  described ;  and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  <x^ 
per  prints  we  have  of  him,  whereof  near  half  a  score  might 
be  reckoned,  are  copies  only  from  the  last  of  those  two  *. 

Among  the  rest  of  the  particulars  we  shall  briefly  relate 
of  sir  Walter  Ral^h  in  thiB  last  year  of  the  queen's  reign, 
a  voyage,  whifdi  he  now  set  out  for  the  su|^ly  of  his  cx>looy 
in  Virginia,  is  principally  to  be  remembered.  For  though 
he  had  made  an  assignment  of  his  patent  to  other  under- 
takers, as  is  before  observed ;  yet  they  making  no  succenfid 
progress,  he  was  so  r^jardful  of  the  English  he  had  planted 
there,  that  he  sent  to  them  almost  every  other  year,  even 
from  the  time  of  the  said  asngnment.     For,  beffldes  the  five 

■  Of  tbnetwo  KDlptnres  or  print!  ferment    thereto,    and   the    queeu'i 

of  rir  Walter  Ridegti,  the  finrt  i*  an  death,    llie  other  print  "f  bin  b 

eitnordinaiy  rarity;  insomucb,  that  that  «hieh  ive  lee  prefixed  to  moat 

rnt-aj  Tirtnow  and  >Dtir|iiarie«,  who  of  tb«  editioat  of  U>  Hi«lor]>  of  the 

have  Karcfaed  after,  iDd  collected  the  World,  wbedwf  to  Uw  Drrt  CdHkm  I 

grand  heads  of  eminent  pertons,  for  am  not  yet  certain,  the  oldest  Ibat  1 

many  yean   toother,  hare  not  no  have  Men  btiog  among-  the  heada  im- 

murh  aa  erer  heard  of  it :  the  felicity  neied  to  Henry  Holland'*  Baailogia, 

and    tlv   faroor    are    therefore    tlie  ^   """  "' """  '~  ■""" 

frreatcr,   ti>at   [    liare   been   obliged 
with  the  ligfat  of  it  by  general  Dor- 
mer, who  haa  procured  a  freah  and  fiiU  laced 
fair  impKukui  of  it  from  France  into 
hia  titiot  and  coetly  ccdiectiou ;  for 


band :  al«0  whm  he  waa  n 
and  corpoleiit,  tl 


b  [Hece,  in  the  octaro  any  of  tltfae  before  mtntiooed.    Bjr 

idi«,  and  gnred  by  TbMnaa  Lean,  the  TldUe  eraaement  of  a  long  tn- 

an  artiM,  who  waa  encoaragcd  by  sciiption  that  was  at  th«  botlMn,  tat 

some  of  on  nobili^  In  theK  timci  the  anbadlodoa  of  Oat  wUA  it  note 

fur  the  exodknce  of  hia  band.    It  brief,  the  plate  riioald  nen  ID  hare 

reprcaenla  Un  in  a  doie-bodied  silk  been  graved  before  that  y^ ;  but  by 

coal,  laced;  acreea  pretty  well  Intbe  Ibe  tnMbeoD  in  U«  hand,  not  till  M 

features  with  SuMt  before  deaeribed,  had  hi*  comuand  a*  geoeml  lor  Ua 


nering  ap  of  the  bair  abore  Ibe  right  taken  from  aome  anlhentie  pabUing, 

tempu.    It  haa  a  compartment  or  it  lay  moat  ready  to  be  copied,  *bm 

giQop  at  the  hotlofn,  displaying  tna  any  print  wa*  wanting  br  Ua  IcMer 

rictMjoTertheaeetintbebayofCa-  worka.    Tbit  la  all  I  aball  here  ok 

dii;  yet.  Id  the  large  Latin  inaerip-  aerre  upon  the  pictnraa  of  rir  WalMr 

Uon,  expretslDg  bis  titlea  and  eCcea  Rale^  j  and  fbr  macb  of  tUa  w» 

ofcomnaBd,  tkeia  ia  maaiiOBBBde  ara  obliged  lo  Ote  koowlidga  and  ]d- 

nf  Ilia  an  1 1 1  ninr^t  af  liiiaii)    aolcon-  dnsiry^lba  iBgaakma  Mr.  Vertnt. 
dndeltwaagmad  between  hIa  pre- 

Aa  S 


356 


THE  LIFE  OF 


The  num-  voyages  before  epitomised,  which  himself  chiefly  was  at  the 
berof  Toyr  expense  of,  for  the  first  plantation  of  Virginia,  we  are  well 
forth  to  informed  of  five  voyages  more ;  which,  mice  those,  he  set 
Virginia,  ^^^j^  thither*  for  the  relief  of  his  countrymen,  as  well  as  for 
further  discoveries  of  those  parts,  and  alliance  with  the 
people ;  and  that  the  last  of  these  voyages,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  captain  Samuel  Mace,  was  made  this  year.  In  all 
which,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  might  very  well  have  disbursed 
forty  thousand  pounds,  as  was  before  observed ;  nnce,  in  a 
French  author  (lately  come  to  hand)  I  have  found  the  two 
first  voyages  only  to  Virginia  cost  him  and  hisiriends  three- 
score thousand  crowns  ^ :  yet  were  not  the  English  so  se- 
curely established  in  this  most  promising  plantation,  as  nr 
Walter  Ralegh  would  have  had  them ;  for,  from  the  short 
account  we  have  of  this  last  voyage,  and  other  circumstances, 
we  may  observe  the  said  colony  was  much  impaired  by  the 
barbarous  Indians,  as  indeed  Ralegh^s  purse  seems  also  to 
have  been  by  these  frequent  communications  to  it.  Nor 
was  it  without  much  blood,  as  well  as  money,  that  this  set- 
tlement was  at  last  fixed  by  the  succeeding  undertakers  in 
the  next  reign :  and  all  owing  to  the  want  of  that  timely  and 
competent  assistance  from  the  queen  or  state,  whereby  the 


'  See  an  excelleut  disconrae  upon 
the  benefits  that  may  grow  to  Eng- 
land by  American  plantations,  en- 
titled, Virginia's  Verger;  in  Pur- 
cbas's  Pilgrims,  vol.  4. 

"  This  particular  I  find  in  that 
scarce  book  mentioned  before  in  tliis 
Life,  fol.  34.  entitled,  I'Histoire  No- 
table de  la  Floride,  &c.  Svo.  Paris, 
15S6,  dedicated  by  M.  Basanier,  an 
eminent  mathematician,  <*  A  illastre 
"  et  vertueuse  seigneur  Walter  Ra- 
«  legb,  chevalier  Anglois,**&c.  That 
editor,  in  this  dedication,  expressing, 
among  other  commendations,  tbc 
laudable  and  unshaken  constancy 
wherewith  Ralegh  persevered  in  ad- 
vancing the  honour  and  profit  of  his 
country,  instances,  as  most  evident 
and  fresh  in  memory, "  Les  deux  voy- 
'*  ages  faits  depuis  deux  ans  en^a, 
*<  par  vos  vaisseaux,  vers  les  parties 
"  occidentalcs ;  oh  vous  et  ancuns 
'*  de  ros  amys  n*avezmoins  employ^ 


<*  de  soi  Xante  mille  escus."  TTiis 
dedication  is  followed  with  some  La- 
tin verses  ou  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by 
Johannes  Auratus,  the  French  king's 
poet  and  interpreter  of  the  Grc^ 
tongue,  an  epigram  in  Latin,  and  an 
anagram  upon  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
name,  in  French,  by  Martin  Basa- 
nier: and  lastly,  another  Latin 
poem,  in  praise  of  those  who  had 
made  discovencs  in  the  new  world, 
by  Richard  Hakluyt,  then  in  France ; 
from  all  which  it  will  appear,  bow 
highly  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  distin- 
guished by  his  said  con  temporaries 
among  and  even  above  the  preceding 
discoverers  of  unknown  countries. 
For  the  sight  and  use  of  this  scarce 
treatise  among  others,  as  well  as  se- 
rml  curious  observatioos  relating  to 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  I  must  acknow- 
ledge myself  much  beholden  to  the 
rare  library  and  courteous  comiuu- 
nlcations  of  sir  Hans  Sloaue. 
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moat  worthy  attempts  for  the^  public,  good  were  even  in 
these,  as  well  aa  other  times,  so  generally  starved.  But  R^ 
l^h  afterwards  gave  some  emjdiatical  reasons  for  this  un- 
hap^ness ;  whence  we  may  evidently  perceive,  it  was  to  the 
queen's  consulting  so  much,  and  relying  upon  the.  pers(v4 
Nons  of  bw  scribes,  men  unexperienced  in  all  warlike,  (x  ad-. 
venturous  ent^Tises,  narrow  domestic  politicianB,  or  .mere 
GourUers,  who  were  most  consunt  at  her  ear,,  that  ^e  so 
frequently  (fid  things  by  halves',  as  well  in  conquests,  and 
discovmes,  as  in  rewards  and  pr^erments,  especially  of  mi- 
litary men  7,  Thus  those  speculative  counsellors,  though 
they  could  not  hinder  brave  and  active  sinrits  from  budding 
out  into  Dohle  b^;;innings,  of  most  hopeful  .benefit  to  the 
commonwealth  ;  yet  could,  by  stopjnng  the  channel  of  sup? 
plies  or  encouragements,  blight  them  from  advancing  to  any 
fruitful  or  profitable  condunons ;  and  this,  only,  to  bi^og 
down  those  of  superior  service  and  merit  to  a'  level  with 
themselves. 

Whether  the  expense  of  those  voyages  was  the  cause  of 
nr  Walter  Ralegh's  selling,  about'  this  time,  his  estate,  or 
■ome  part  of  it,  in  Ireland,  is  not  so, expressly  told,  us,  as 
that  it  was  become  less  advantageous  to  him  unce  the  late 
rebdlion  in  that  kingdom.  But  we  find,  that  a  little  before 
ur  George  Carew,  now  president  of  Monster,  took  the  castle 
of  Carrigfoyl  Kerry,  Mr.  Richard  Boyle  (afUrwards  earl  of 


>  Sir  Waller  Rslub'i  diicoiirae, 
loodiiag  a  mirriagt  MtwccD  prince 
Hcory  of  EnglnDd  Nad  b  daughter  of 
Sa*oy,  foi.  MS.  p.  14. 
'  f  "  Tb«t  her  inijeat;,  in  twr  ad- 
"  nuiMnMnt  of  ber  mcD  nf  war," 
«a;>iir  Walur  Kalegli,  "  did  tooucr 


princes  betide  herself  hare  been 
•Dbject:  I  lay,  that  surfa  1  cmii- 
deace,  altboui^h  it  may  aeem  alto- 

ytt  can  it  out,  but  in  aome  wort, 
accuM  ber  of  wealmen.  And 
exceeding;  itrange  it  were,  were 
not  tte  caiue  manileat  etiqni^ 
that  wbere  the  pwpeioiia  actioiu 


■  are  ao  exccolinKljr  priMd,  tbe  acl- 
'  ore  are  m>  onproeiierDtii  and  ncf- 
'  lerted.  Tbe  canae,  I'  aajr,  which 
-'  Lath  wrou^t  one  and  ttie  lame 
'■  effect  in  all  tioKa,  and  among  all 
■•  nations,  i>  tUa;  thai  tlKMe  who 
"  are  neareit  tbe  perion  of  princei 
"  {wUeh  martial  meo  aeldom  are) 
■■  ran  with  do  good  grace  oonimcDd, 
"  oratleait  mwiify>  a  pniiearioii  (itr 
."  more  noble  than  dwfr  own  ;  lae- 
'*  ing  tberdn,  they  tbouM  ooljr  n- 
"  mind  tbdr  moitei*  of  Ibe  wrong 
"  Ibeydid  aato  olben,  in  ^riog  lew 
"  hOBOar  and  reward  to  men  it  Hi 
"  greater  deaening,  and  of  bfgnalar 


m  World.  Ui.  j.  Op.  6.  *ecL  1. 
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CfUte  in 
Ireland. 


Settles  bb 
eftatc  in 
England. 


Cork)  not  only  bought  a  ship  of  sir  Walter  Balegh'^s^  called 
the  Pilgiim,  but  soon  after  the  said  president  conquered 
Bere-haven  castle,  he,  having  advised  the  said  Mr.  Boyle  to 
buy  also  sir  Walter^s  lands  in  Munster,  sent  him  into  £ng* 
land  with  two  letters ;  the  one  to  secretary  Cecil,  giving  an 
account  of  Mr.  Boyle^s  abiliues,  denred  that  he  would  in- 
troduce him  to  At  Walter  Ralegh,  and  recommended  him 
to  this  great  man,  says  my  author,  as  a  proper  purchase  of 
his  said  lands ;  the  other  letter  was  written  by  sir  Geoige 
Carew,  to  m  Walter  Ralegh  himself,  acquainting  him  tluit 
the  bearer  was  oqpable  of  making  the  purchase ;  and  that 
he  thought  he  might  be  willing  to  dispose  of  it,  since  the 
management  thereof,  in  those  turbulent  times,  gave  him  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  the  income  it  produced  was  very 
inconsiderable:  so,  after  a  meeting,  the  bargain  was  struck 
up,  and  conveyances  executed*  These  lands  soon  after,  in 
the  peaceable  times,  became  a  great  estate  to  Mr.  Boyle: 
and  this  purchase,  as  he  afterwards  gratefully  remembered 
in  the  memoirs  he  wrote  of  his  own  life  when  he  was  earl  of 
Cork,  *<  was  the  third  additicm  and  rise  to  his  estate'.^ 

As  for  the  estate  at  Sherborne,  it  appears  he  now  settled 
it  upon  his  son  Walter;  and  that  the  deeds  were  drawn  in 
Midsummer,  this  present  year,  for  so  we  have  it  from  his 
own  words  ^  This  settlement,  as  I  understand  it,  was  of 
the  remainder  of  the  lease  for  ninety-nine  years :  for  though 
the  bishop  of  Sarum,  Dr.  Henry  Cotton,  had  the  last  year 
assigned  over  to  the  queen  the  fee  and  inheritance  also  of 
the  said  premises,  and  her  majesty  granted  the  same  by  her 


•  See  an  extract  of  the  lald  me- 
■Miiriy  In  tiie  life  of  the  late  earl  of 
Orrery,  by  Eustace  Budgell,  esq. 
8?o.  1733.  p.  13,  iS,  19.  Bat  it 
teems  the  said  earl  of  Cork  was  af- 
terwards sadly  plnndered  of  his  great 
estate;  for,  at  the  breaking  oat  of 
the  dfil  wars,  he  wrote  these  words 
ki  a  letter  to  another  noblemau. 
**  Thos  your  lordship  sees  In  what 
'*  miscnraUe  condition  we  are  figbt- 
**  lag,  night  and  day,  to  pt^eseiie  our- 
**  selves  and  our  castles ;  for  all  we 
**  had  witfaoat  doors  b  k»t ;   and 


"  poor  I,  that,  besides  my  boose,  de- 
'*  mesncK,  parks,  iron-works,  dsh- 
*'  iDgs,  and  other  commo^ties,  had 
*'  a  revenoe  of  fifty  pounds  per  diein, 
**  cannot  now  truly  say  that  I  hare 
**  fifty  pounds  per  annum  in  certain 
"  rerenoe."  Thus  in  the  earl  of 
Cork*s  letter  to  the  lord  Newbourgfa, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  Ire- 
land, MS.  In  the  Harieian  library, 
B.H.90.C.  7.  fol.  706. 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  bis 
lady,  anno  1603,  in  his  Remains, 
(lasteditkm,  12010. 1726.)  p.  194. 
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letters  patent  to  air  Walter  Ral^  before  ber  death,  yet  he 
did  not  make  them  over  to  bis  sod  till  tbe  seventb  year  t^ 
her  •accessor  l>.  Tbe  reaacm  of  Bettling  bis  estate  dpon 
lus  wn  at  thia  dme  appears  also  to  have  riaen  irom  a  chal-inadu 
lenge,  which  he  had  lately  received  from  air  Amias  Pres-  "^' 
ton,  (who  had  been  knighted  at  Cadis  by  the  earl  of  £ssex 
nnce  we  last  ^x>ke  of  bim,)  and  which  Ralegh  says  himadf 
"  he  intended  to  answer  <=."  The  cause  of  their  quarrel  I 
never  could  meet  vith  in  jHint  or  manuscript ;  yet  ctmc^ve 
Ral^jfa  had  good  reaoon  on  hia  rade,  becauae  he  afterwards 
shewed  puUidy  himself  how  deliberate  he  was  in  hia  prepa- 
rations tat  it,  by  scKting  his  writings,  and  how  reacAved,  1^ 
settling  his  estate''.  But  from  what  excellent  hands  soeva 
Dr.  Fuller  received  bis  informatiGn,  that,  upon  somediataat^ 
sir  Amias  sent  Ralegh  this  (iiallenge ;  we  may  be  pretty 
certain  from  what  Ra]^^  has  mentioned,  that  the  s^  in. 
formation,  or  this  author''s  account  of  it,  is  erroneous,  where 
he  adds,  "  that  sir  Walter  declined  it.^  Indeed,  I  agree 
be  might  do  so,  "  without  any  abatement  to  his  valour, 
**  wherein  he  had  abundantly  satisfied  all  possibility  of  su»- 
**  picitm,  and  with  great  advancement  <^  his  judgment ;  for 
"  having,"'  continues  Fuller,  "  a  fair  and  fixed  estate,  with 
**  wife  and  children,  [child,  be  should  have  aaid,]  bdng  a 
**  privy-counsellor,  [here  he  mistakes  again,]  and  lord-wardoi 
*'  of  tbe  stannaries :"  my  swd  author  thinks,  "  sir  Walter 
**  lotted  upon  it  as  an  uneven  lay  to  stake  himself  agtunst 
"  NT  Amias,  a  private  and  ungle  person,  though  of  good 
*'  Urth  and  courage,  yet  of  no  conuderable  estate  <."  But 
if  Rale^  did  accept  of  the  challenge,  as  it  appears  plainly 
be  did,  idien  he  might  have  had  such  &ir  reasons  <^  eva- 
non,  those  inequalities  in  Preston  will  ^ther  prove  sir 
Walter  a  generous  adversary,  or  that  the  injury  he  received 
from  sir  Amias  was  indispensable.    Now  Uiis  representatJm 

*  TW  cue  of  Cn«w  Ralegfa,  en).         •  See  ttie  Trial  of  *ir  Walter  Ha- 

•t  tlie  Bommittee  tot  ule  of  delin-  legti. 
tlDCtiU'  eatatea,  MS.  from  tbe  collac-         '  Idem. 

tioDa  of  Ae  nrerend  Hr.  Tbonua         •  Fnlkr'B  Worthiei  of  EiyUad  ip 

Baker,  of  JH.  J^ia'a  college,  Cam-  SonenetiUre. 
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seems  to  have  been  officiously  and  unnecessarily  shaped  to 
make  Ralegh^s  acdons  confoimable  with  his  writings ;  ^^  for,^ 
continues  our  said  author,  **  this  is  consonant  to  what  he 
*^  has  written  so  judiciously  about  duels,  condemning  those 
<<  for  ill  honours  where  the  hangman  g^ves  the  garland  ^.^ 
However,  they  were  afterwards  reconciled,  as  Fuller  con- 
cludes; and,  upon  the  whole,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  seems  to 
have  shewn  a  much  more  creditable  conduct  herein,  than 
or  Francis  Vere  a  little  while  before  had  done  in  the  differ- 
ence between  him  and  a  certain  nobleman  6. 

But  here  we  are  no  longer  to  take  notice  of  such  c^pen 
adversaries;  for  now,  in  the  very  close  of  this  year,  on  the 
24kh  of  March,  ends  the  long  reign  of  glorious  Elizabeth, 
and  now  sets  the  sun  of  Ralegh^s  external  honour  and  feli- 
city; yet,  like  that  ever  acUve  planet,  will  shine  re^len- 
d^dy  to  the  heavens,  when  he  is  clouded  or  eclipsed  to 
mankind.  How  he  fell  into  this  eclipse,  record,  the  only 
or  greatest  luminary  of  time  past,  does  but  dimly  or  doubt- 
fully discover.  All  we  can  do  is  diligently  to  assemble 
every  unextinguished  spark  which  darts  any  light  this  way ; 
then  see  if  they  will  afford  that  guidance  to  the  truth,  by 
being  congregated,  which  they  have  not  yet  been  observed 
Ciraun.  to  yield  asunder.  And  first,  we  may  remember  to  have  be- 
^^PJ^fore  read  of  the  prepossesaons  which  Essex  is  affirmed  to 
lib  fibU.  have  instilled  unto  king  James  agiunst  Ralegh  ;  and,  after 
the  earPs  death,  there  are  several  circumstances  implying 


'  Tbis  curioas  and  copious  digres- 
sion against  daek,  which  that  author 
allndes  to,  is  in  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
History  of  tiie  World,  lib.  5.  cap.  3. 
sect  1 7.  §.  2.  Sir  Walter  has  also,  in 
Ids  Instructions  to  his  Son,  written  a 
cbapier  against  Private  Quarrels ;  in 
which  he  no  less  wisely  than  bravely 
«ayB,  "  Tliou  sbalt  be  in  as  much 
**  danger  in  contending  with  a 
**  Jbrawler  in  a  private  quarrel,  as  in 
**  a  battle,  wherein  thou  majrest  get 
**  honour  to  thjrself,  and  safety  to 
V  thy  prince  and  conntry ;  but,  if 
**  thou  tie  once  engaged,  carry  thy- 
'*  self  bravdy,  that  they  may  lear 
«  thee  after."    And  a  little  further. 


<*  I  would  not  have  thee,  for  any  re- 
**  spect,  lose  Uiy  reputation,  or  en-- 
**  dure  public  disgrace ;  for  better  it 
<<  were  not  to  live,  than  to  live  a 
"  coward,  if  the  offence  proceed  not 
«  from  thyself;  if  it  does,  it  shall  be 
<<  better  to  compound  it  upon  good 
*'  terms,  than  to  hazard  thyself;  for, 
**  if  thou  overcome,  thou  art  under 
"  the  cruelty  of  the  law ;  if  thou 
**  art  overcome,  thou  art  dead  or  dis- 
**  honoured,"  &c. 

t  See  the  earl  of  Northumberland's 
challenge,  sent  to  sir  Francis  Vere, 
vilSi  a  narrative  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings upon  it,  in  the  Cottonian 
Kbnry,  Titus  c.  IV.  3. 
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that  Cecil  did  tlie  like.  For  though  Cedl  and  Balegh 
jmned  against  Essex  and  his  fution  ;  yet,  when  these  were 
overthrown,  they  divided,  and  seemed  to  have  had  a  trial  itf 
skill  with  one  another.  And  one  author  says,  that  *■  Ba- 
*'  le^,  wanting  strength,  though  not  wit,  to  be  the  trea- 
"  Burer's  rival,  penshed,  because  not  thought  to  own  hu^ 
"  mility  enough  to  be  his  servant;  it  being  more  safe  at 
"  court  to  have  many  enemies  of  equal  power,  than  one 
'*  false  ambitiouB  fiiend  that  has  attained  to  the  absdute- 
"  ness  of  command  '>.'*  In  short,  Cedl  seems  to  have  used 
those  arts  of  insinuation  with  king  James  befi»«  his  connng 
into  England,  to  which  Ralegh  could  not  bend  himsdf. 
That  be  then  held  clandestine  correspondences '  with  Scot- 
land, is  apparent  from  that  story  in  dr  Henry  Wotton,  who 
tells  us,  "  that  her  majesty,  taking  the  m  on  Blackheatfai 
"  attended  by  Cecil  when  the  post  rode  by ;  and  hearing 
*'  he  came  from  Scodand,  she  called  for  his  packet :  Cecil, 
*'  though  he  knew  it  contained  letters,  which,  to  discover, 
"  were  as  so  many  serpents,  yet,  making  more  show  of  dili- 
"  genee  than  doubt,  to  obey,  called  in  great  haste  tor  a 
"  knife,  to  rip  it  up;  but,  approaching  at'  some  distance 
**  with  it,  he  told  the  queen  it  looked  and  smelled  so  ill  &■ 
"  vouredly,  coming  out  of  the  filthy  budget,  that  it  must 
"  needs  be  aired  first,  because  he  knew  how  offensive  ill 
"  scents  were  to  her  majesty :  so  got  opportunity  to  separate 
"  what  he  would  not  have  seen ','"  and  she  smelt  nothing' 
of  the  matter.  One  talent  above  the  rest  Cecil  was  not 
wandng  in  to  recommend  him  to  this  new  sovereign ;  and 
this  was  such  a  faculty  of  discovering  plots,  as  if  he  thought 
he  should  be  looked  on  as  useless  without  them.  "  For,*  as 
a  noble  author  observes,  *'  it  seemed  as  necessary  for  him 
"  that  there  should  be  treasons,  as  for  the  state  that  they 
"  diould  be  prevented.  And  though  he  created  none,  yet 
**  he  fomented  some  conE[nracies,  that  he  might  ^ve  fr^ 
"  quent  evidences  of  his  loyalty ;  having  not  the  advantage 

^  8a  ttw  miioeltuieoai  worfci  of     cal  deductkiiiB  froiD  IIm  hidotj  sad 
I'mieu  Oibonia,  oq.  the  eleroiilfa     death  of  the  oftri  of  Enes. 
eattrij-ToL*.  p.  75.  taUipc^a-        ■  &irHeuTWottaii'iFsnUe),&& 
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<f  of  others  in  person  to  gain  estimation,  therefore  did  it  by 
'*  these  eminent  services^  :^  and  as  for  king  James,  he  was 
so  apprehenmve,  so  susceptible  of  such  impresaons,  that, 
when  he  was  but  crossed  or  dbturbed  in  his  sports,  he 
would  charge  people  with  treason :  nay,  we  are  particularly 
told  by  those  who  were  otherwise  friends  to  his  memory, 
that  his  carver,  once  at  table,  giving  him  accidentally  a  nick 
on  the  finger,  (as  he  was  routing  in  the  dish,)  his  majesty, 
at  the  eight  of  his  own  blood,  could  not  forbear  calling  out 
faieason ;  and  that  Gustavus  Adolphus,  king  of  Sweden,  was 
wont  to  make  himself  merry  with  this  expression :  and  all 
this  instanced  by  my  said  author,  to  shew,  that  foe  any  cla- 
mour of  this  kind  king  Jameses  word  was  no  slander'. 
But  more  directly  to  our  purpose,  there  is  another  writer, 
wfao^  making  some  critical  inquiry  into  the  preliminaries  of 
sir  Walter^s  CeJI,  says,  '^  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  principal  secre- 
**  tary  of  state,  fearing  the  great  abiliues  of  Ralegh,  and 
^  being  wearied  with  the  troublesome  impertinences  of  Gray 
^  and  CoUiam,  all  which  had  joined  with  him  in  design 
^  against  the  earl  of  Essex,  th&r  common  enemy ;  had  done 
^'  their  errand  to  king  James  (whose  counsels  he  desired  to 
^  oigross  to  himself  alone)  before  his  coming  into  Eng- 
^'  land  "^.^  And  when  the  king  was  arrived,  there  was  mat- 
ter enough  to  exaq>erate  Cecil  against  Ralegh,  if,  through 
any  design  of  recrimination,  sir  Walter  did  present  to  his 
miyesty  a  memorial;  wherein  <^he  reflected  heavily  upon 
'^  Cedl  in  the  matter  of  Essex;  and  vindicating  himself, 
^  threw  the  whole  blame  upon  the  other :  further  laying 
^'  open  (at  the  ctnd  thereof)  the  conduct  of  Cecil  and  his 
**  &ther  also,  in  the  matter  of  the  queen  of  Scots,  (his  ma- 


^  Earl  of  Clirendoo's  Disparity, 
fte. 

>  See  the  R^  Apology:  or,  the 
Declaration  of  the  Commona,  &c 
caaTaaaed;  wfaeteiii  every  objection, 
sad  their  whole  charge  againit  his 
wuintj,  is  cleared,  and  for  the  most 
part  retMted,  4to.  1648,  p.  14.  where 
that  InstaBce  of  king  James's  fear- 
Inlaen  above  related  is  mentioned, 
to  clear  Ung  Charles  for  contintting 


Bnddngbam  in  favour,  after  king 
James  had  charged  the  increase  of 
his  last  fiMal  illneas  to  Backingham's 
applying  a  plaster,  and  administer- 
ing a  posset-drink  to  him. 

»  Dr.Fsler  Heylin's  Examen  His- 
toricnm  :  or,  a  Discovery  and  Exami- 
nation of  the  mistakes,  falsities,  and 
ddeelB  in  some  modem  histories, 
9ifO,  i6S9«  ^  ^  animadvcrrions  on 
FbHw^s  Ckuch  History,  p.  170. 
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*'  jeMy'i  motber,)  bitterly  chsi^ng  the  death  of  this  uiifc»- 
•<  tuoate  queen  upon  them.  However,"  aayn  my  author, 
**  this  had  oo  influence  over  the  king,  and  only  irritated  C&- 
*'  cil  the  more  against  Rale^  "."  But  what  seems  suffidest 
to  have  inoenaed  the  king  also  agunst  Ral^h,  was  his  bong 
d  that  party,  who,  in  r^ard  of  the  inveterate  feuds  be- 
tween England  and  Scotland,  desired  the  king  mi^t  be 
oUiged  to  artides ;  "  ftx,""  as  another  writes,  "  among  these 
"  noble  and  public  sjnrits,  were  ai  John  Ptvteacue,  at 
"  Walter  Ralegh,  the  lord  Cobham,  &c  all  frowned  upon 
**  after  by  the  king,  who  had  yet  the  luck  to  live  so  kmg  as 
**  to  change  his  opinion,  and  wish  the  number  of  his  eountry- 
"  men  had  been  limited,  and  they  not  sufecd,  like  locusts, 
"  to  devour  this  kingdiwa  "J"  There  were  not  wanting  still 
other  parUculars,  which  might  render  Ral^h  obncnuoas  to 
a  man  of  tbe  king's  jealous  disposition ;  "  tea  he  had  (at  the 
"  time  of  his  majesty's  accean«i  to  the  throne)  tbe  dau^tw 
"  and  heir  ai  Basset  to  his  ward,  who  was  to  be  married  to 
"  his  son  Walter,  her  estate  worth  three  thousand  pounds 
"  per  annum ;  but  she  was  (after  his  condemnatioa,  we 
*'  sujqxMe)  taken  from  him,  and  married  to  Mr.  Henry 
**  Howard,  who  died  suddenly  at  table ;  and  she  was  afler- 
<*  wards  married  to  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  who  ]m>fes8ed  he 
*'  would  never  have  wedded  her,  if  young  Walter  Ralegh 
*'  had  been  alive ;  conceiving  her,  hetore  God,  to  be  hi^ 
**  wife,  for  they  were  married  .as  much  as  children  could 
"  beP."  Now  these  Bassets,  as  we  find  elsewhere,  were 
those  ai  Umberl^h  and  Heanttm-court  in  Devonshive; 
who,  bong  descended  from  the  Plantagenets,  laid  some 

■  Dr.  Welwood't  nolo  on  Artlra)  riali  of  Oc  n'lgn  at  Hag  Juota,  in 

WUms'i  UMOty  of  king  JuaWt  in  tiic  HCODd  Tolnme   of   hU  woA*, 

dw  teooad  Tolnme  of  that  conectiou,  p.  loi. 

wflieb  b  called  Dr.  Kcnnets  Com-  r  Obnmlk»i  on  aoott  pwtkldw 

flMa  Hiftorr  of  Englud,  fi>L  1 706,  pcraon*  and   inMigw,  in   ■    book 

0.664;  and  <n  a  Dole  on  tbe  pracad-  Uleljr  made  paUic,  0)^  WUUam  San- 

Ing  we,  Ibe  doctor  tella  nt,  fiMt  deraon,)  entitled, aCoapleK  Hktoty 

■teeaoAiI  of  Raleg^'i  to  At  king  of  IhelireaandrelfnaorMaiyipen 

•(■iMt  Cwnl  abore  Rieabaiwd    U  of  Seotlsad,  and  h«r  mb  JanM  (be 

■poken  of  in  a  mannKript  written  dith  of  Bcotland  and  fint  of  Bof- 

1^  OM  Bock,  McretaiT  W  duuceDor  land,  &c.  bf  a  Lover  of  Tnrth,  4iaL 

Bftttam.  1656.  f.  IS. 

•  Fnw^  Oabone'a  Tnd.  Memo- 
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claim  at  this  very  time  of  the  king'^s  entrance  to  the  crown 
of  England  4.  But  whatever  discountenance  Ralegh  might 
receive  at  his  first  meeting  of  the  king,  in  his  journey  fifom 
Scotland  %  whence  he  set  out  on  the  5th  of  April,  1603, 
and  arrived  at  Theobalds,  which  was  Cedl^s  seat,  on  the 
8d  of  May,  and  at  London  four  days  after ;  it  seems  not  to 
have  amounted  to  a  peremptory  dismission  from  his  ma- 
jesty^s  service  or  presence :  for  we  are  told,  *'  the  king  used 
Ralegh  for  some  weeks  with  great  kindness,  and  was 
pleased  to  acknowledge  divers  presents  which  he  had  re^ 
<<  ceived  from  him  being  in  Scotland ;  for  which  he  gave 
him  thanks.  But,  finding  him  a  martial  man,  addicted 
to  foreign  affairs  and  great  actions,  he  feared  lest  he 
should  engage  him  in  a  war  K"^  That  Ralegh  was  in  com- 
pany with  the  king;  and  that  some  of  his  conversation 
turned  upon  this  subject  we  have  from  his  own  wofds, 
where  he  says,  ^^  I  ofiered  his  majesty,  at  my  uncle  Carew^ 
**  to  carry  two  thousand  men  to  invade  the  Spaniards  with- 
HU  writ-  "  ^"^  ^h®  king's  charge  ^^  And  this  agrees  with  his  writ- 
ings ngainfltiQflr  a  discourse,  which  he  did  or  intended  to  deUver  to  his 

tht  peace         '='^ 

wHh  Spun,  majesty  against  the  peace  with  Spain  now  in  treaty,  which 


<4 


(( 


« 


« 


ftC 


4  *'  Sir  Robert  Basset,  by  his 
**  grandmother,  descended  from  the 
**  Plantagenets,  and  of  the  blood 
**  royal,  in  the  beginning  of  king 
**  James's  reign,  made  some  preten- 
**  sioDS  to  the  crown  of  England ; 
**  but,  not  being  able  to  make  them 
*<  good,  was  forced  to  fly  into  France 
**  to  sa?e  his  head ;  to  compound  for 
**  which,  together  with  his  generous 
**  way  of  liTing,  he  greatly  exhausted 
*<  his  estate,  selling  off  no  less  than 
"  thirty  manors  of  laud ;  though 
"  there  is  now  a  £air  estate  belong- 
**  ing  to  the  heir  of  the  family." 
Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon,  fol.  1 14. 
See  also  Wood's  Ath.  Ozon.  toI.  i. 
col.  366. 

'  Sir  Richard  Baker's  Chronicle. 
Also  air  John  Hawks,  in  his  Reply 
to  the  magistracy  and  government 
of  England,  vindicated,  &c.  fol.  1689. 
«iore  expressly  says,  "  Cobham  and 
**  Ralegh  were  not  permitted  to  come 
<*  at  the  king,  opon  his  journey  into 


"  England,  and  liad  word  sent  tbem* 
**  they  might  spare  their  labour." 
But  Stow  says,  when  the  king  came 
towards  York,  his  train  inrrcased 
by  such  numbers  of  gentlemen  from 
tlie  south,  as  made  proi-ision  so  dear, 
that  he  was  fain  to  publish  an  inhi- 
biUon  against  the  inordinate  access  : 
so  that  many  were  stopped  in  their 
way.  Thus  perhaps  the  counter- 
mand  might  not  be  particular  of  any 
pemon  ;  however  some,  as  we  see, 
apply  it  to  Ralegh,  as  others  have 
also  done  to  Cobham ;  affirming,  the 
king  checked  him  for  his  absence 
from  bis  charge  at  that  dangerous 
time,  being  then  lord-warden  of  the 
Cinque-ports.    Dr.  Heylin  as  before. 

*  A  brief  relation  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh's  troubles,  &c.  4to.  1669. 
p.  I.  A  scarce  tract  in  the  Harleian 
library,  B.  H. 

*  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Remains, 
the  last  edit.  ia".  1726.  p.  190. 
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seems  to  be  the  same  that  wag  a  hundred  years  afterwardB 
published  by  his  grandson  ".  Herein  he  advised  bis  miu 
jesty  to  protect  the  NetherlwidB ;  "  for,"  says  he,  *'  a  poor 
«  neighbour^B  house  net  on  fire,  is  to  be  better  guard«l  or 
"  watched,  than  a  great  city  afar  off."  Herein  he  persuades 
the  king  to  deliberate,  and  not  come  to  a  hasty  concluaon 
of  peace  with  the  Spaniards ;  **  for,  when  the  house  is  built, 
"  it  is  ill  mending  the  foundation."  Hernn  he  says,  "  I  dare 
*'  not  write  alt  I  denre;  for  I  know  not  to  whose  hands 
"  these  may  come.  This  I  beseech  your  majesty  to  know, 
"  that  it  proceeds  frova  an  humble  and  a  faithful  heart, 
*'  which  your  majesty  cannot  beat  from  the  love  of  your 
"  royal  person  and  good  estate'."  And  lastly,  I  shall  ob- 
serve, that  herein  he  also  mentions  another  discourae,  "  how 
"  war  may  be  made  agmnst  Spain  and  the  Indies;  which  I 
"  mil,"  says  he,  "also  present  your  majesty,  if  you  will 
"  vouchsafe  the  reading  thereof  7 :"  but  this,  I  think,  has 
never  appeared  in  print.  The  fonner  of  these  discourses  is 
humbly  and  discreetly  addressed  with  variety  of  arguments 
and  observations  from  his  own  knowledge  and  experience; 
^so  strengthened  with  many  historical  examples  of  foreign 
countries,  and  political  maxims  or  sentences  from  the  an- 
dent  classics :  all  which  he  had  plentifully  at  command  in 
any  topic  he  undertook  to  write,  or  even  sp&ik  of:  such 
the  extensiveness  of  his  remarks  and  his  reading ;  such  the 
felicity  of  hb  memory  and  talents  of  application.  But,  if 
reason  would  have  prevailed,  it  was  not  wanting  also  from 
other  hands ;  so  that  nr  Walter  Ralegh  was  not  angular  in 
hb  disBuauons  of  the  king,  but  had  the  satisfaction  of  seang 
foreigners,  as  well  as  his  own  countrymen,  subscribe  to  his 
sendments  ^ ;  and  the  lord  Henry  Howard,  though  other- 

■  Beins  one  of  tlie  tliree  diicounes  *  The  Inmed  DomioicnR  Baodini, 
of  lir  Walter  EUlfgb,  publiihcd  by  vaoag  bia  poem*,  reprinted  tf  Ley- 
Philip  Ral^,  eK|.  Sto.  r^oi.  dm,  Svo.  1607,  hu  one  eUbonWr 

■  So  In  ■  MS.  of  tbii  diKonne,  writtni  10  king  Jutea  ag^ut  tbi* 
with  which  I  bave  beta  Hioand  b;  peace.  At  the  end  of  hia  epbllaa 
a  noble  banit ;  bat  Ibe  latter  part  of  alw,  reprtDtetl  at  Anuterd.  Sro. 
the  period  la  wanting  In  tbe  priatcil  1641.  p.  J13.  there  b  a  km;  oration 
cop;,  p.  4J.  bjr  thU  audior  tn  that  prince  on  Ibc 

I  Idem,  p.  iC.  lame  aabject.    And  at  UonM,  bcddea 
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iviae  bfof^t  into  the  court-measures,  yet  could  not,  it 
seems,  consent  to  these  of  a  general  pacification ;  tharefore 
was,  as  wdl  as  Ralegh,  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  tbose 
rich  presents,  which  the  marquis  of  Rosny,  ambassador 
from  France,  made  to  all  those  courtiers  who  promoted  die 
same;  insomuidi  that  Howard,  being  asked  by  the  king 
how  it  happened  he  had  not  a  jewel  as  well  as  the  rest  ? 
answered,  in  allurion  to  Esop^s  fable,  Abu  sum  gattui^  iia- 
que  uon  reperi gemmamK  The  causes,  which  nioved  the 
king  of  Spain  to  sue  for  this  peace,  Ralegh  did  afterwards, 
with  great  perspicui^,  lay  open^;  but  his  present  oppo- 
sition of  it,  and  the  consequences  of  that,  seem  to  have 
bem  the  hinges  upon  which  his  whole  fortune  now  turned ; 
I  say,. the  most  apparent  cause  to  meof  aU  those  sorrows 
and  suflerings  which  fill  up  the  melancholy  remains  of  his 
story.  This  unfortunate  event,  which  he  was  above  shun- 
ning, by  trimming  and  temporising  in  a  matter  whidi  he 
kn6w  so  highly  concerned  the  honour  and  advantage  of  his 
country,  he  has  himself  so  excellently  accounted  for,  where 
he  shews  the  ill  success  which  attends  such  sincere  conduct, 
and  how  proflperity  is  the  fruit  of  slavish  or  hypocritical 


others,  a  disooone  against  this  peace 
with  Spain  was  written,  and  dedi- 
cated by  John  Adcham  to  his  ma- 
jesty, anno  1603.  the  MS.  whereof  is 
extant  in  the  Harleian  library,  35. 
C.  iS. 

*  Lord  Bacon's  Apophthegms,  new 
and  old,  p.  aai. 

^  Ralegh  lays  down  five  reasons 
for  the  king  of  Spain's  making  this 
peace  with  England  and  the  Nether- 
lands :  <'  as  first,  his  having  so  ez- 
"  hansted  his  treasure,  that  he  was 
<*  no  longer  able  to  muntain  the 
<*  archduke's  army.  Secondly,  the 
**  great  interruption  of  his  trade, 
"  and  losses  of  his  merchants,  to  the 
"  breaking  of  both  his  banks  at  Se- 
"  Tille.  Thirdly,  his  fear  that  tbe 
**  English  and  Netherlands  would 
«  plsnt  in  the  West  Indies.  Fourthly, 
'*  to  recruit  his  coffers,  and  enable 
"  himself  to  break  into  war  again. 
*•  Fifthly,  that  die  English  may  de- 
"  dine,  and  forget  the  passages  and 
*•  pilotage  to  the  West  Indies,  and 


**  their  sea  officers  maT  be 
**  oat ;  for,  except  a  little  trade  for 
"  tobacco,  there  is  not  a  ship  that 
*'  sails  that  way :  and  seeing  the 
«  Spaniards  may  hang  up  the  Eng- 
**  lish,  or  put  them  to  death  by  tor^ 
'<  roents,  as  they  do ;  and  that  the 
"  English  dare  not  offend  the  Span- 
<'  iards  in  Uiose  parts,  a  moet  not- 
"  able  adnmtage  gotten  in  the  con- 
"  cluaoo  of  the  peace !  it  is  ccrtein, 
<'  that  the  English  will  give  over  thai 
"  navigation  to  the  infinite  ad- 
vantage of  the  Spanish  king  both 
present  and  fiiture.  For  *  these 
"  causes  of  importance  it  was,  that 
the  catholic  king  sought  the  peace 
of  England  and  the  Netiterlands; 
«  and  so  much  all  men  of  judgment 
<*  discern."  See  these  reasons  more 
at  laige  in  nr  Walter  Ralegh's  Dia- 
logne  between  a  Jesuit  and  a  recu- 
sant, among  the  Genuine  Remains, 
publ'shed  at  the  end  of  an  abridge- 
ment of  his  History  of  the  WoM, 
by  Philip  Ralegh,  esq.  Svo.  1700. 
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cocipliaiicea'=;  that  I  could  not,  but  from  the  uid  occaacm 
of  the  greatest  vicuatude  in  his  life,  form  the  introductioB 
to  this  account  of  it 

Thus  have  we  seen  several  drcumrtancea,  and  these  SM, 
all  I  have  met  with  in  this  interral,  whereby  Balegh  migfat 
uodesigiiedly  and  unluckily  beccwie  disagree^e  to  a  man 

'  In  a  cwkni  dbcoana,  vfam  )k  "  lime,  ud  mllar  bnn  anil  eondl- 
leamcdljr  and  tdii^omlf  reconcllM 
fbrtoae  with  naMO  aad  prortdenn, 
Ralegh  Uaa  Ibna  werdi.  "  But  it 
"  may  be  ol:jected,  that,  if  fortune 
"  and  cbanee  «a«  not  eometiiiia 
"  tfaecMMWofgoodMideTU  in  men, 
"  bat  an  idle  rcitt  wlietefaf  we  ei- 


li  Ibe  etate  or  Mate'*  i 
bow  n 


t  to  nianf  worth]'  ■ 


"  worth*  and  i 
"  that  ilchea  a 


>  manT  on- 
aded  feol*? 


"  and  ieparate  from  all  imitable 
"  qiialldn>  conld  eo  oftea  attain  Id 
"  bMMHu  and  ridieei  but  Itjr  meb  ■■ 
"ohaeTTanttUTliliooiirtc?"  Alittle 
furAer,  harlogqaotedom  of  Meaaa* 
der,  "  That  every  bol  la  won  wi& 
"  Ua  own  pride,  and  the  flattering 
"  BpplaMa  fd  oOer*  j"  be  Infaa, 
"  ThaliriMeaeferwiliUte  aHogcAw 
"  w)  eneraai  men,  ana  wimoni  "  ont  of  Idmaelf,  ttndy  otlMr  atett'i 
"  kereel ;  and  to  maaj  learned,  vlr-  "  hnmonn,  and  ohaerre  them,  diaD 
"  tiHNK,  aikl  valiant  men,  wear  oat  "  never  be  nnlbrtanate.  On  die 
"  tbdr  livM  in  poor  aitd  d^ecud  "  conbary,  Oat  man  who  priMi 
"  ettalei  ?  Id  a  word,  tliere  ii  do  "  tmlfa  and  virtne,  except  die  eeeeon 
"  other  inferior  or  apparent  caaie,  "  wherein  he  livee  be  of  tlieM  aad 
<■  bendee  the  partiality  of  men'i  af-  "  all  aorta  of  goodnen  ftnltftil,  diall 
■*  hetioa,  bat  the  (kiluoning  and  not  "  never  pneper  by  thepoieeeiion  or 
"  fuhioniDg  onreelves  according  to  "  pi«li>aak>D  thereof."  Sa,afteroAer 
"  die  natnre  of  the  timee  whacio  levoed  aathoritiea  and  pnipcr  ax- 
"  we  Uve.  For  whosoever  ii  most  amplea,  oondndea  with  the  followll^ 
"  able,  and  belt  niffident  to  discern,  ingeniona  alliulone,  "  Whoeoever 
■'  and  hM  vidul  an  hooeat  ind  open  "  dMrcfore  will  eet  belbre  him  Ha- 
"  heart,  and  loving  trudi;  ifprincn,  •       ~  ~      ~ 


"  odier  fiaconree  than  dieir  own 
"  flattertee ;  then,  I  eay,  inch  a  one, 
"  wboae  rirtue  and  courage  roibid* 
"  bhn  to  be  base,  and  ■  diuembler, 
"  ihill  evermorr  bang  ander  the 
"  wheel ;  wUdi  kind  of  deeerring 
"  well,  and  recetving  ill,  we  always 
"  hleely  diarwe  fortkne  wttbal :  for 
'*  whomever  wall  tell  any  great  man 
"  or  magiitnile  that  he  ii  not  jait ; 
'•  the  general  of  anarmy,  that  be  !■ 
'*  not  valiaoti  and  great  ladiea,  that 
"  they  are  not  ttir;  liali  DeTcT  be 
■■  oitde  a  aanniellor,  ■  captain,  or  a 
"  roortier.  Neither  ii  it  Hifflcient 
"  U  be  wise  wldi  a  wise  prince,  va- 
"  liant  with  a  vnliant,  andjtut  with 
"  hioi  that  is  }D«t;  for  such  a  one 
"  hai  no  eitale  In  hia  {goiperity ; 
"  hat  be  mait  alio  change  with  the 
"  lacreenr,  if  he  be  of  coDtmry 
"qnlMMi  adIwidilbeAdaofdM 


"  diiBvel'e  two  mariu  to  ihaot  at, 
"  ridiea  and  riory,  moat  eet  on,  nod 
"  take  off,  a  back  of  iron  to  a  week 
"  wooden  bow,  that  he  may  fit  both 
"  the  itioni:  and  the  feMe.  Per  ea 
"  he  who  first  devlwd  to  add  Mtla 
■■  to  rowing  Teasels,  did  dtber  eo 
"  prapoitfon  diem,  as,  bring  teMaad 
"  alon,  and  towards  the  head  of  Ua 
"  mut,  he  might  abide  all  wioda 
"  and  stormf ,  or  elM  be  wme  tlMe 
[>r  other  perished  by  bis  own  iuven- 


'  tion  :    so  that   i 


for  ilwlf,  and  cannot  an- 
'*  dare  to  hoist  and  strike  i^,  as 
"  (he  dlven  natares  of  calm*  and 
"  sloriDS  require,  most  cot  hIa  stflt 
"  anrf  bis  cloth  of  mean  lengdi  and 
"  breadth,  and  content  himmf  with 
"  *  slow  and  tore  navigation  (  to 
"  wit,  a  mean  and  free  eatale."  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  Hisbiry  of  Iha 
World,  lib.  I.  cap.  i.  eect.  15. 
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of  king  Jameses  temper;  but,  on  the  other  side,  little  or 
nothing  that  could  so  inflame  Ralegh  against  the  king,  as  to 
make  him  run  headlong  into  such  violent  conspiracies,  as 
could  only  end  in  his  own  ruin.  Suppose  the  king  did  dis- 
courage Ralegh^s  attendance  upon  him  at  his  entrance,  dis- 
Uke  his  patent  for  wines,  or  removed  him  from  the  guards, 
to  oblige  sir  Thomas  Erskin,  his  countryman  and  favourite, 
whom  he  afterwards  preferred  to  higher  dignities;  and  this 
is  all  I  have  met  with  that  could  give  offence  on  the  king*s 
part :  will  this  be  thought  sufficient  provocation  for  a  man 
of  Ralegh^s  reason  and  judgment,  so  tender  of  fame  and  re- 
putation, so  settled  in  family,  so  well  situated  in  his  fortune, 
no  less  than  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  as  was  confessed 
at  his  trial,  besides  many  other  profitable,  and  I  may  say 
princely  possessions  on  the  seas,  as  well  as  the  land,  to  plot 
commotions  or  insurrections ;  yet  enervate  himself  for  the 
execution  of  them,  by  resigning,  as  he  says  himself  he  did, 
his  ofHce  of  chiefest  power,  the  wardship  of  the  stannaries  ? 
Nay,  further,  to  herd  with  a  motley  and  disjointed  crew  of 
priests,  also  with  professed  enemies  to  himself,  not  to  men- 
tion knaves  and  fools ;  and,  on  a  sudden,  resolve  to  turn 
rebel,  ruffian,  and  cut-throat;  to  be  the  Coryphaeus,  to 
murder  the  king  with  his  own  hand,  and  all  his  innocent 
progeny !  for  this  is  the  charge  that  the  fertile  pens  of 
French  writers  have  heaped  upon  him.  Indeed,  I  was 
somewhat  startled,  when  I  read  it  in  a  history  that  bears 
the  name  and  character  of  Thuanus,  though  I  thought  he 
might  possibly  come  at  it  by  ministerial  direction  to  an 
English  resident,  till  at  last  I  found  his  author  to  be  do 
other  than  one  of  his  own  countrymen,  whom  Camden,  as  I 
have  before  observed,  has  refuted  in  other  passages  that  are 
even  more  credible.  Now  these  tell  over  this  desperate 
Acconnu  of  story  thus.  In  the  month  of  June  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  a 
uiMtedtmi-™*'^  equally  dexterous  at  consultation  or  action,  says  Thua- 
•oa.  nus,  and  famous  for  his  memorable  expeditions  to  the  Indies, 

taking  leave  of  his  sister  at  London,  entreated  her  to  com- 
mend him  to  God  in  her  prayers,  for  he  was  going  to  a 
place  from  whence  he  expected  never  to  return.     She,  sus- 
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pecting  that  he  was  going  to  6ght  a  duel,  with  the  same  le- 
vity dispersed  it  among  the  ladies  of  her  acquuntance^  tiU 
the  rumour  come  to  court.  Thm  Ralegh*s  friends  and  r^ 
latioDS  flocked  about  him  to  ttnow  this  enterprise ;  he,  ap- 
prehending hitosetf  detected,  readily  made  a  whole  ootifel- 
sion  and  discovery  of  the  matter.  The  king  was  informed, 
and  grAtly  astonished,  but  would  needs  have  Ralegh  hetan 
him,  who,  Uien  asking  his  pardon,  acknowledged,  that 
seeing  his  majesty  give  more  countenance  to  the  Scots  thab 
the  En^sb,  and  bod  deprived  him  of  his  command  in  the 
guards,  and  that  many  great  men  expected,  when  he  wa 
established  on  the  throne,  he  would  be  revenged  for  tbe 
death  df  bis  mother,  he  had  therefore  entered  into  a  eoa- 
spiracy  with  others,  whom  he  named,  to  shed  his  royMl 
blood ;  and  that  they  had  unanimously  deputed  him  to  be 
his  majesty^s  executioner,  when  he  rode  a  hunting.  Here- 
upon the  sud  conspirators  were  taken  up  and  tried,  as  these 
authors  proceed  to  relate  <>.  If  there  had  been  any  truth  in 
this  ridiculous  story,  which  I  think  no  one  has  before  taken 
the  pains  to  relate  in  English,  that  confesuon  had  nather 
escaped  the  attomey-general  Coke  at  Ralegh's  trial,  when 
they  were  so  lamely  put  to  it  to  bring  him  in  guilty  without 
BufRcient  proof,  nor  king  James's  apologetical  DecloratiaA 
after  Ralegh*s  death,  in  which  his  m^esty  and  his  council 
together  have  no  less  lamely  oifered  weaker  reasons  for 
taking  away  his  life,  as  will  be  fully  represented  in  its  proper 
place. 

By  our  English  accounts  it  appears  there  was  somewhat 
of  a  plot,  but  it  was  never  proved  that  Ralegh  was  engaged 
in  it ;  however,  his  great  enemy,  the  attorney-general  Ct^e, 
affected  to  compare  him  with  the  conspirators,  "  to  Samp- 
*'  son's  foxes,  which  were  joined  in  the  tails,  though  thor 
"  heads  were  severed."  What  ^are  he  had  in  that  ^ot 
may  further  be  judged  by  the  promotions  which  the  con8{»* 

'ChroaologieSepteiiibcderHi^  AIm,  rDDricsni*  •ome  da  Itmw* 

taire  de  1*  P*ii  ontn  les  Roy*  de  Fnn^  ;  od  I'HIibrire   da  msM 

Fruee  et  d'E^agoe;  wr  P.  VIl^'  Tempt.  Sto.  Puis.  i6a(.  p.  351.  AUd 

tor  Cafct.  8vo.  P«Ht.  lioj.  p.4H-  TbnuiBi,  torn.  j.  lib.  119.  fM.taffc 
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rators  intended  themselves  upon  the  success  of  it;  for 
whereas  one  was  to  be  lord-chancellor,  another  lord-marshal, 
this  lord-treasurer,  that  master  of  the  horse,  and  the  other 
secretary  of  state:  how  comes  it,  as  one  author  well  ob- 
serves, that  Ralegh,  able  to  officiate  any,  had  no  office  in 
the  state  assigned  him^?  But  perhaps  the  best  means  to 
dear  him  may  be  the  very  trial  by  which  he  was  ccm- 
demned.  It  is  too  common,  and  too  tedious,  to  be  thought 
needful  of  transcnbing  it  here  at  length  ;  not  to  say  so  full 
of  barbarous  partiality  and  foul  language,  especially  by 
Coke  himself,  that  he  was  exposed  for  it  upon  the  public 
theatre^;  and  those  who  revere  the  laws  of  our  country 
have  been  so  ashamed  of  it,  as  rather  to  wish  the  proceed- 
ings have  been  falsely  related,  than  believe  such  a  sentence 
could  pass  upon  such  unsufficient  evidence.  But  the  cha- 
racter of  this  trial,  and  of  that  attorney-general,  I  leave  to 
others  S;  and  shall  here  only,  from  the  several  copies  or 


•  Fuller's  Cbnrch  History,  lib.  lo. 

'See  Mr. TheolMld's  Shakspeare, 
8vo.  1733.  vol.  2.  in  tbe  comedy 
called,  Tbe  Twelftb-Nigbt ;  act  3. 

P-  S03. 

V  llie  learned  and  ingenioas  an- 

dior  of  tbe  preface  to  tbe  collection 

of  State  Trials,  in  six  volumes  folio, 

bsTing  spoken  of  sncb  counsel  as  are 

wont  to  press  nothing  illegal  against 

tbe  prisoner,  or  unreasonable,  nor 

iise  any  artifices  to  deprive  bim  of 

bis  just  defence,  adds,  **  Tbese  will 

*'  appear  in   a  different  ligbt  from 

**  thotie,  wbo,  witb  rude  and  bois- 

**  terous  language,  abuse  and  revile 

"  tbe  unfortunate  prisoner,  wbo  stick 

<'  not  to  take  all  advantages  of  bim, 

'*  bowever  bard   and  unjust,  whicb 

**  eitber  bis  ignorance  or  the  strict 

**  rigour  of  the  law  may  give  them ; 

"  who,  by  force  or  stratagem,  en- 

<*  deavour  to  disable  bim  from  mak- 

*'  ing  his  defence ;  who  browbeat  bis 

"  witnesses  as  soon  as  they  appear, 

"  though  ever  so  willing  to  declare 

<*  tbe  whole  truth  *,  and  do  all  they 

"  can  to  put  them  out  of  countenance, 

**  and  confound  them  in  delivering 

**  their  evidence,  as  if  it  were  tbe 

**  duty  of  their  place  to  convict  all 


« 


wbo  are  brought  to  trial,  right  or 
<<  wrong,  guilty  or  not  guilty ;  and 
<<  as  if  they,  above  all  others,  bad  a 
'*  peculiar  dispensation  finom  the 
**  obligations  of  truth  and  justice. 
'*  Such  methods  as  tbese  should  be 
*'  below  men  of  honour,  not  to  mj 
**  men  of  conscience ;  yet,  in  tbe  pe» 
''  rusal  of  this  work,  such  pcrsoits 
'*  will  too  often  arise  to  view  :  and  I 
'*  could  wish,  for  tbe  credit  of  tbe 
*<  law,  that  that  great  oracle  of  it, 
"  the  lord  chief  justice  Coke,  had 
«  given  less  reason  to  be  numbered 
**  among  this  sort.*'  So,  as  a  most 
notorious  example,  refers  us  to  tbe 
trial  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh. 

Another  author  before  this,  bar- 
ing shewn  us  with  what  temper  and 
superior  command  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh behaved  himself  under  all  tbe 
scurrilities  which  tbe  attorney-ge- 
neral threw  upon  bim,  goes  on  thus. 
*'  We  have  given  the  reader  a  taste 
"  of  tbe  eloquence  of  the  bar  in  that 
**  reign,  to  shew  how  far  the  hopes 
*'  of  places  and  preferment  will  some- 
"  times  carry  men  of  sense  and  learn- 
<'  ivgfrom  reason  and  justice.  Tbis 
'<  Bilmgsgate  way  of  arguing  Is  tbe 
*'  more  remaikable  in  a  person  of 
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counts  of  it  I  have  met  with,  draw  out  a  short  regular  nar- 
rative of  the  most  material  matters  of  fact,  wherein  Ralegh 
appears  any  way  concerned ;  and  it  is  as  follows : 

There  was  one  Matthew  de  Laurende,  a  mervliant  of 
Antwerp,  attendant  on  count  Arember^,  who  now,  about 
the  beginning  of  June,  came  over  ambassador  extraordi' 
nary  fixim  Albert,  archduke  of  Austria,  to  congratulate 
king  James,  and  asmst  in  composing  the  general  peace. 
With  this  merchant  the  lord  Cobham  had  held  intelligence 
some  years  before,  upon  matters  of  state,  with  licence.  Five 
days  after  Aremberg's  arrival,  that  is  to  say,  about  the  9th 
ot  the  same  month,  Cobham  repaired  to  him  with  Lau- 
rencie,  and  that  night  Cobham  supped  with  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh at  Durham-house  in  the  Strand ;  whereby  Ral^j^ 
came  to  understand  that  Cobham  had  fresh  negoUations 
with  Aremberg;  and  was,  as  the  chief  of  those  who  op- 
posed the  peace,  offered  a  sum  of  money  by  Cobham  to  be 


<*  the  lord  Coke's  chancier,  vhone 
"  writiDgi  are  itill  oraclea  io  West- 
"  miniter-hiill ;  and  scolding  tai 
'<  callioic  of  nninea  irere  coitimoDi; 
"  the  refugeof  Hichwretcbed  Inwyen 
'*  us  wtn  Ibe  tuoli  of  a  party  i  vbo, 
"  hiTing  neither  sense,  law,  nor 
"  laDgnagv  oo  their  ride,  tbonght  to 
"  mpply  the  rant  of  thein  with  rail- 
"  ing-  and  tmpnileiicc :  which  liiud 
"  of  baiting  and  worrring  of  state 
"  priiODen  to  death,  by  the  king's 
"  cnuDsel,  waa  reri»ed  hy  jodge 
"  Jefferiea  in  liing  Charles  and  king 
"  Jamca  II. 's  reign;  and  it  being 
"  mncb  earier  to  call  a  man  rogue, 
"  than  to  prove  him  so,  the  example 
"  he  ut  WBi  IbUoired  by  too  many, 
"  till  the  reretend  bench  of  jadgei, 
"in  the  reign  of  kiag  William  and 
"  our  present  sorcreign  queen  Anne, 
"  frowaed  upon  that  cruel  practice, 
"  and  put  an  end  to  it."  The  Life  of 
Sir  Walter  Ralegfa,  in  Lives  English 
and  Forngn.  Sto.   1704.  vol,  i.  p. 

Aod  before  all  this,  even  to  Coke's 
own  face,  a*  much  wa)  objected, 
vben  be  himself  was  Inimbled  md 
n  into  diignce,  by  ooc  of  his 
'  -     cc,  wfaa  tidd  him. 


"  A*  your  pleadings  were  wont  ta 
"  iumit  over  misery,  and  inretgli 
"  Utterly  against  the  person,  so  are 
"  you  still  careless  in  this  pmnt,  to 
"  praise  and  disgrace  upon  alight 
"grounds,  and  that  laddenly;  so 
"  that  yonr  repmofi  or  commend*. 
"  tiona  are  for  the  most  part  OM- 
"  lecled  and  contemned,  when  the 
"  ccninrs  of  a  jodge,  coming  slow, 
'*  but  lore,  should  be  a  brand  to  the 
*'  guilty,  and  a  crown  Io  the  rirtuom, 
■'  You  will  jest  at  any  man  in  poblie, 
"  without  respect  to  the  peraon'a 
"  dignity  or  your  own.  "An  di*- 
"  graces  your  gravity,  more  than  it 
"  can  advance  the  Ofnnion  of  jvat 
"  wit; 


'  we  see  yon  do  directly  with  s 
'  iDuch  of  vain-glory.  You  make 
'  the  lawa  too  much  lean  lo  ynw 


I   acqaaintancc. 


That  in  a  letter  admonitory  t( 
locd  Coke,  MS.  signed  A.  B.  tn  a  ro- 
Inme  of  State  Letters,  among  the  cn- 
HoD*  collections  of  the  1o^  Cirfe- 
raine,  fbl.  771.  This  letter  i«  abo 
printed  In  the  Cabals,  and  an  sltnMt 
of  it  in  Arthur  Wibn's  HlMorv  of 
ktBg  Jamea. 
Bhft 
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a  promoter  of  it ;  though  that  offer,  also  made  to  Ralegh 

before  Aremberg  came  *^,  was  afterwards  pretended,  as  will 

appear,  to  have  been  for  treasonable  purposes.    In  the  next 

month,  those  persons  with  whom  Cobham  transacted  the 

conspiracy,  or  part  of  it,  then  on  foot,  were  discovered; 

either  by  the  Spanish  faction,  in  revenge  to  Ralegh,  the 

greatest  enemy  of  Spain  alive,  thinking  he  was  then  too  fiur 

hampered  in  or  acquainted  with  it  to  escape ;  or  by  some 

one  of  the  English  conspirators,  to  secure  himself:  and 

when  the  lord  Cecil  (for  he  was  lately  made  baron  of  £s- 

senden)  found,  upon  the  first  news  of  Anthony  Copley,  one 

of  these  conspirators,  who  was  apprehended  the  6th  of  July  S 

that  the  king'^s  person  was  to  be  surprised  by  the  l<Mrd  Grey 

of  Wilton,  and  George  Brook,  brother  to  the  lord  Cobham, 

he  suspected  Cobham  himself  was  in  the  secret ;  and  Cob* 

bam^s  great  intimacy  with  Ralegh  at  this  time,  who  was 

now  buying  an  estate  for  him,  and  settling  his  household 

affairs,  drew  Ralegh  also  into  suspicion.     Hereupon  Cecil, 

meeting  Ralegh  upon  Windsor   terrace,  tells  him,  ^'  the 

**  lords  of  the  council  had  something  to  say  to  him  z"  so  he 

was  examined  about  the  surprising  treason,  and  particularly 

about  Cobham,  as  appears  from  his  own  words  ^,  whom  he 

fully  cleared.     After  examination,  Ralegh   further  said; 

"  Whatsoever  correspondence  there  was  between  Cobham 

and  Aremberg,  Laurencie  might  be  better  able  to  give 

account  of  it,  therefore  advised  to  the  calling  upon  him ;"" 

though,  as  he  further  explained,  "he  knew  of  no  intelli- 

"  gence  between  them,  but  such  as  might  be  warranted  *  :** 

and  that  advice  he  Mrrote  also  in  a  letter  to  Cecil.     When 

Ralegh  returned  from  examination  a  private  prisoner  to  his 

own  house,  Cobham  tent  to  him  to  know  what  had  passed ; 

Ral^h  writ  an  answer  by  captain  Keymis,  "  that  he  was 

"  examined,  and  had  cleared  him  of  all  ;^  and  Keymis  bid 

Cobham  "be  of  good  comfort,  for  one  witness  could  not 

**  condemn  him :'"  this  precaution,  to  arm  Cobham  against 

^  Th€  ArraigiimeDt  of  sir  Walter  ^  AmugumeDt,  id  Shirley*t  LUa 

Rftloyk,  priBted  in  J.  Shirlej's  Ao.  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  &c.  p.  98. 

couot  of  his  life.  Svo.  1677.  P*  i^4*  '  Idem,  p.  1 10. 

*  Stow*8  Annals,  fbl.826. 
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making  discoveries,  was,  after  his  confession  of  it,  otjected 
against  Ralegh;  but  he  utterly  denied  that  he  sent  any 
such  verbal  message  ■>>.  Now  when  Cobham  was  brought 
to  his  examinaUon  at  Richmond,  one  date  whereof  appears 
to  have  been  July  18;  and  after  he  had,  by  a  constant  de< 
niaJ,  cleared  both  himself  and  Ralegh  of  all  that  wag  ques- 
tioned against  them,  Cobham  was,  by  device,  says  my  au- 
thor, (in  an  epstolary  narrative  of  his  trial,  at  which  he  was 
present",)  induced  to  think  that  Ralegh  had  first  impeached 
and  betrayed  him.  For  that  part  of  Ralegh's  letter  afore- 
said to  Cedl,  referring  the  lords  to  Laurencie  for  Cobham's 
transactions  with  Aremberg,  being  shewed  to  Cobham,  and 
accompanied,  it  seems,  with  such  artfiil  suggestions  as  were 
proper  to  inflame  a  man  of  Cobham''s  weakness,  had  the  de- 
sired effect ;  for  he  being  led  thereby  to  imagine  that  Ra- 
legh had  accused  him  of  all,  or  more  than  he  knew,  burst 
out  into  vehement  exclamations  agunst  Ralegh,  and  in  his  Acciucd  b; 
rage  or  madness  made  the  following  confession.  "That [„,„,_ 
"  having  a  passport  to  go  to  the  Spanish  king,  he  intended 
"  first  to  confer  with  the  aruhduke ;  and,  because  he  knew 
"  he  had  not  money  to  pay  his  own  army,  meant  from 
*'  thence  to  go  to  Sp^n,  to  deal  with  the  king  for  six  hun- 
"  dred  thousand  crowns,  then  to  return  by  Jersey  ;  and 
"  that  nothing  should  be  done  about  the  distribution  of  that 
"  money  to  the  discontented  in  England,  till  he  had  spoken 
"  with  sir  Walter  Ralegh :  further,  that  he  had  never 
'*  entered  into  these  courses  but  by  his  instigation.  He 
*'  spake  also  of  plots,  but  of  the  particulars  could  give  no 
"account;  yet  acknowledged  he  was  afraid  that  Ralegh, 
*'  upon  his  return  to  Jersey,  would  have  him  and  the  mo- 
**  ney  to  the  king"."  After  all  this,  before  Cobham  de- 
parted to  the  stair-foot,  he  retracted  his  confes«on,  and  pro-  wiw  tc- 
fesBcd  he  had  done  Ralegh  wrong  P:  nor  does  it  appear,  ,^n„,i^, 

'  Amipnont,  In  SUrley'i  Lite  ofRodne^Faac.cwi.  Tb«  tiimei*>ho 

of  (ir  Waller  Ralegh,  Bcc.  p.  140.  prinled  in  sir  Toby  Matlhewi'i  Col- 

■  Letter  from  a  member  of  pu-lik'  lection  of  Letters,  Svo.  1660.  p.  i8i. 
meat  to  Mr.  John  Donne,  eonMro-         ■  Amignment  of  lir  Walter  R«- 

Ing   the  arraigoaent  of  ur  Walter  Irfch  u  before,  p.  97. 
Ralegfa,  MS.  among  the  odlcclioni'         *  Iclein,  p.  loo. 
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says  my  author,  that  he  did  subscribe  it<].  ^^  anodier 
branch  of  his  examination,  Cobham  said  he  had  of  Ralegh 
a  book,  written  against  the  king^s  title,  which  he  gave  to  his 
brother  Brook,  and  that  Ralegh  said  it  was  foolishly  written. 
But  this  he  also  retracted,  as  we  shall  hear.  Upon  this, 
and  other  parts  of  his  confession  more  foreign  to  Ral^^, 
concerning  the  advancement  of  lady  Arabella  Stuart  to  the 
crown,  as  also  from  that  of  George  Brook,  a  known  enemy 
to  Ralegh,  as  Cecil  could  not  deny ;  ^^  asserting  his  brother 
<^  Cobham  told  him,  (though  Cobham,  in  his  confession,  re- 
fused to  own  it,)  the  lord  Grey  and  others  were  only  on 
the  bye,  but  he  and  Ralegh  were  on  the  main ;  thereby 
meaning,  said  Brook,  the  taking  away  of  the  king  and 
<^  his  issue  C  together  with  what  Ralegh  acknowledged  in 
hifi  own  examination;  *^that  Cobham  offered  him  eight 
^^  thousand  crowns  for  his  furtherance  of  the  peace,  thoiJ^ 
^^  the  lord  Cecil  and  earl  of  Northumberland  were  to  have 
^^  the  same  proffers  ^  ;^  and  that  in  some  discourses  he  might 
have  said,  ^'  the  way  to  invade  England  was  to  b^n  with 
^'  stirs  in  Scotland.*"  Upon  these  circumstances,  I  say,  Ra- 
legh was  indicted  at  Stains  on  the  21st  of  September  fol- 
lowing«;  and  from  hence  that  heavy  indictment  appears  to 
have  been  accumulated  upon  him,  which  we  see  prefixed  to 
his  trial.  Three  days  afterwards  Cobham  and  Grey  were 
also  indicted  at  the  same  place ;  and,  not  long  after  this, 
they  were  all  three  returned  prisoners  to  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don. When  the  time  of  their  trial  drew  nigh,  that  is  to 
say  in  the  beginning  of  November,  Ralegh  got  a  poor  fellow 
in  the  Tower  to  cast  up  a  letter,  fastened  to  an  apple,  in  at 
Cobham^s  window,  while  the  lieutenant  was  at  supper,  to 
entreat  him,  (because  he  then  knew  not  but  Cobham  might 
be  arraigned  before  him,)  ^^  for  God'^s  sake,  to  do  him  jus- 
^*  tice  by  his  answer,  and  signify  to  him,  that  he  had  wioi^ed 
And  ac-  *^  him  in  his  accusation  ;^  and  Cobham  did,  by  an  answer 
tii«  wron*"  *"*^^''  ^^  hand^  confess  the  same ;  which  not  being  perhaps 

«  Sir  Thomas  OivrbuiT's  copy  of         '  Idem,  p.  la. 
sir   Walter   Ralegh's   ftrraigoment,         •  Stow*s  Annals,  fol.  830. 
printed,  4to.  1648.  p.  15^ 
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8o  full  and  expresnre  as  Ralegh  expected,  he  afterwards 
sent  Cobham  another  letter,  desiring  he  would  publish  his 
innocence  at  his  arraignment.  But,  notwithstanding  that 
Ralegh  did  not  now  request  anji  further  justification  under 
his  hand,  Cobham  sent  him  another  answer  t,  clearing  him 
in  the  moat  acJemn  and  perfect  manner,  as  will  presently  ap- 
pear. Now  by  reason  of  the  plague,  which  raged  so  vio- 
lently in  and  about  London,  the  t«rm  having  been  pro- 
claimed to  be  held  at  Winchester,  the  state-prisoners,  who 
were  thus  indicted  for  the  plot,  were  conveyed  thither  in 
great  p(Hnp.  I  find  that  Ralegh  w«it  in  his  own  coach, 
under  the  custody  of  ur  Robert  Mansell,  on  the  10th  tii 
November,  to  Bagshot  in  Suny,  twenty-four  miles  from 
London;  and,  two  days  after,  ftom  thence,  the  other  thirty 
miles,  to  ihe  castle  at  Winchester.  The  consfHrators  con- 
ducted thither  at  the  same  time  were,  George  Brook,  under 
thechargeof  sir  William  Wade;  mr  Griffin  Markham,  under 
rar  Rober  Wroth ;  bendes  sir  Edward  Farham,  Bartho- 
lomew Brooksby,  Anthony  Copley ;  also  William  Watson 
and  William  Clark,  two  priests,  undet-wardens  of  the  Tower, 
and  the  keeper  of  the  Gate-house,  together  wiUi  a  guard  of 
fifty  light  horse :  as  for  Cobham  and  Grey,  they  set  out  six 
days,  and  arrived  three  days  before,  at  the  said  castle, 
under  the  like  guard  ". 

And  here  Cobham  having  been  prevailed  on  to  nuke 
fresh  accusaUons  in  a  letter  to  the  lords,  at  least  subscribed 
with  his  name,  which  will  be  produced  a  little  further,  Ra-AirKvpHi 
>      .  ■   1  \,        X  1  1     1  ■  ■      ■•—  1  «lWii>eb«»- 

1^  B  trial  was  first  brought  on ;  and  this  was  on  the  iTth  tcr. 

of  the  month  afoivsaid.  He  excepted  not  against  his  jury, 
bang  all  strangers :  but  we  are  told  by  one,  who  seems  to 
have  had  good  intelligence  of  this  matter,  "  That  there  was 
"  appointed  for  Ralegh  another  jury,  the  foreman  of  which 
"  was  sir  Michael  Stanhope,  the  next  ur  Edward  Darcy, 
"  the  next  «r  William  Killegrew,  all  men  of  honour,  and 
<<  near  servants  to  the  late  queen  Elizabeth :  hut  these  be- 
"  ing  found  not  for  their  turn,  they  were  all  changed  over 
*'  night,  and  those  others''  (named  in  the  common  printed 
'  OTcibnrf'i  Amigiuiwiit,  p.  ij.  ■  Slow^  Auub,  foL8i8,8a9. 
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trial)  '^  put  in  their  places'.'*^    After  the  indictment  had 
been  opened^  and  aggravated  by  sergeant  Heath  and  at- 
torney Coke,  in  speeches  majaifestly  fathering  the  trettsons 
of  the  rest  upon  Ral^hy  for  no  other  reason  that  I  can  see, 
but  because  he  was  a  man  of  wit  and  a  swordsman,  Cob- 
bam''s  examination  was  read  as  before  quoted.     Here  Ra- 
l^h  first  shewed  the  unreasonableness  and  improbability  of 
the  accusation  therein  against  him,   as  follows:    ^*It  is 
**  strange  for  me,**^  said  he,  ^^  to  devise  with  Cobham,  that 
**  he  should  go  to  Spain  to  persuade  the  king  to  disburse  so 
^*  much  money,  he  being  a  mian  of  no  love  in  Enghmd ;  and 
^^  I  having  resigned  my  room  of  chiefest  command,  the 
<*  wardenship  of  the  stannaries ;   it  is  strange  for  me  to 
make  myself  a  Robin  Hood,  or  a  Ket,  or  a  Cade,  I 
knowing  England  to  be  in  better  state  than  ever  it  was. 
*^  I  knew  Scotland  united,  Ireland  quieted,  Denmark  as- 
^*  sured,  which  before  was  suspected.     I  knew,  that  having 
a  lady,  whom  time  had  surprised,  we  had  now  a  lawful 
successor.     The  state  of  Spain  was  not  unknown  to  me. 
^^  I  had  written  a  discourse,  which  I  intended  to  present 
unto  the  king  against  the  peace  with  Spain.     I  knew  the 
Spaniard  had  six  repulses,  three  in  Ireland,  and  three  at 
sea ;  and  once  in  1588,  by  my  lord-adrairal,  also  at  Ca- 
^^  diz.     I  knew  he  was  discouraged  and  dishonoured.     I 
^'  knew  the  king  of  Spain  to  be  the  proudest  prince  living, 
**  but  now  he  comes  creeping  to  my  master  for  a  peace. 
^^  I  knew,  whereas  he  had  before  i^  his  ports  six  or  seven 
**  score  sail  of  ships,  he  has  now  but  six  or  seven.    I  knew, 
**  of  twenty-five  millions  he  had  from  his  Indies,  he  has 
**  scarce  one  left.     I  knew  him  so  poor,  that  the  Jesuits  in 
*^  Spain  were  fain  to  beg  at  the  church  door.     Was  it  ever 
*^  read  or  heard,  that  any  prince  should  disburse  so  much 
money,  without  a  sufficient  pawn  ?  I  knew  her  own  sub- 
jects, the  citizens  of  London,  would  not  lend  her  majesty 
money,  without  lands  in  mortgage.     I  knew  the  queen 
'*  did  not  lend  the  States  money,  without  Flushing,  Brill, 

■  Obaenrations  on  the  history  of     a  scarce  tract  id  the  Harleian  library, 
Maiyqaem  of  Scott  and  king  James,     printed,  4(0.  1656.  p.S. 
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"  and  other  towns,  for  a  pawn ;  and  can  it  be  thought  be 
"  would  let  CoUiam  have  so  great  a  sum  ?  I  never  came  to 
**  the  lord  Cobham's  but  about  matters  of  his  profit,  as  the 
"  ordering  of  his  house ;  and  I  hod  of  his,  when  I  was 
**  examined,  four  thousand  pounds  worth  of  jewels  for  a 
"  purchase,  a  pearl  of  three  thousand  pounds,  and  a  ring 
'*  worth  five  hundred  pounds.  If  he  had  had  a  fimcy  to 
"  run  away,  he  would  not  have  left  so  much  money  to  have 
"  purchased  a  lease  in  fee-farm.  I  saw  him  buy  three 
"  hundred  pounds  worth  of  books  to  send  to  his  tibrary  at 
"  Canterbury,  and  a  cabinet  of  three  hundred  pounds  to 
"  g^ve  Mr.  Attorney  for  drawing  the  conveyances ;  and  Grod 
"  in  heaven  knows,  not  I,  whether  he  intended  to  travel : 
"  but  for  the  practice  with  Arabella,  or  letters  to  Aremberg, 
'*  or  any  discourse  with  him,  or  in  what  language  he  spake 
"  unto  him ;  if  I  knew  any  of  these  things,  I  would  abso- 
"  lutely  confess  the  indictment,  and  acknowledge  myself 
*'  worthy  of  a  thousand  deaths."  And  a  little  further  coD- 
eeming  Cobham's  examinabon :  "  He  that  hath  been  ex- 
"  amined  has  ever  been  asked,  if  it  be  according  to  his  mean- 
*'  ing,  and  then  to  subscribe.  Methinks,  my  lords,  when 
"  he  accuses  a  man,  he  should  ^ve  some  account  and  rea- 
"  son  of  it ;  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  we  talked  c^  it  If  I 
"  had  been  the  plotter,  would  not  I  have  ^ven  Cobham 
"  some  arguments,  whereby  to  persuade  the  king  of  Spain, 
'*  and  answer  his  objections  P  I  knew  Westmoreland  and 
"  Bothwell,  men  of  other  understandings  than  Cobham, 
"  were  ready  to  beg  their  breads."  Here  being  obstructed 
by  other  matters,  the  attorney  fell  at  last  into  that  passage 
of  Cobham's  teUing  Brook,  "  You  are  on  the  bye,  Ralegh 
"  and  I  are  on  the  main."  But  Cobham  would  not  confirm 
bis  ever  having  sud  such  words'.  Brook,  who  had  pre- 
tended he  did  say  them,  was  allowed  to  have  been  Ralph's 
enemy';  so  the  expresnon  was  not  proved.  Another  mat- 
ter they  kept  some  coil  about  was,  the  book  Cobham  siud 

J  ArraigrnmcDt  of  sir  Walter  R«-         •  Idem,  p.  133. 
lash,  in  Ui  Ufa  mlmtwtid,  p.  loi,         •  Orerbuiy'*  Arraignnent  at  Ite- 
tfl6.  tcgb,  p.7. 
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he  had  of  Ralegh,  written  against  the  king^s  title.     This 
was  nothing  more  than  a  defence  of  the  queen'^s  proceedings 
against  Mary  queen  of  Scotland,  written  by  one  Robot 
Snag,  a  lawyer,  and  found  by  Ralegh  in  the  library  of  the 
late  lord  treasurer  Burghley,  which  he  had  liberty  of  aeardi- 
ing  for  some  geographical  descriptions  of  the  West  Indies. 
Ralegh  had  declared  to  Cobham  that  it  was  foolishly  written, 
but  denied  that  he  gave  it  him ;  and  though  Cobham,  in 
his  examination,  said  it  was  given  him  by  Ralegli,  he  re- 
voked that  confession  upon  being  further  questioned  about 
it,  (as  one  of  the  lords  of  the  council  owned,)  and  said,  the 
truth  was,  *^  he  took  the  same  of  himself  out  of  nr  Walter 
*^  Ralegh^s  study  when  he  was  asleep  ^  ;^  so  much  to  be  de- 
pended on  were  lord  Cobham'^s  accusations.     But  there  was 
nothing  acted  thereby  to  the  king^s  prejudice,  for  the  book 
was  burnt  <^.    As  for  the  evidence  of  a  rumour  in  Lisbon, 
brought  into  court  by  one  Dyer,  a  pilot,  who  answering  to 
a  question,  **  when  the  king  would  be  crowned  ?^  made  by 
somebody  or  other  there,  that  ^^he  hoped  it  would  be 
shortly ;'"  was  told  agun,  ^^  it  should  never  be,  for  don 
Ralegh  and  don  Cobham  would  cut  his  throat  first  :*"  Ra- 
legh made  light  of  it,  as  of  such  a  rumour  and  such  a  wit- 
ness he  might ;  and  said,  ^^  if  Cobham  had  practice  with 
**  Aremberg,  it  might  well  be  known  abroad :  and  that  the 
^^  duke  of  Buckingham  was  named  with  Jack  Straw^s  trea- 
"  son  to  countenance  it  ^.^    But  none  of  these  little  circum- 
stances were  much  insisted  on ;  and  we  are  told  by  one  who 
was  present,  that,  "  touching  the  setting  up  of  Arabella, 
^^  nothing  at  all  was  proved ;   nor  touching  the  invasion 
"  here,  or  sedition  in  Scotland,  or  even  the  destruction  of 
the  king,  &c.     The  proof  agiunst  Ralegh  (as  the  same 
writer  continues  a  little  further)  did  rest  only  upon  Cob- 
^'  ham^s  accusation,  and  some  presumptions,  whereof  that 
^*  only  was  the  ground :  therefore  Ralegh  spent  most  of  the 
**  time  in  disabling  that  accusation,  as  being  only  uttered  in 

*»  OTcrbury'8  Arraignment  of  Ra-     p.  83. 
legb,  p.  8.  '  Arraignment  of  Ralegh  io  Shir- 

'  Anlicus  Coquinaric,  8vo.  1650.     ley,  p.  147,  148. 
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*'  fury  and  paBcdoD  ',"  through  the  device  af(H«sald,  of  nuk- 
ing Cobham  believe  that  Balegfa  had  first  accused  him. 
Beffldes,  that  he  had  renounced  and  repented  it ;  and  al- 
thou^,  "  afterwards  by  practice,^  stfys  my  said  author,  '*  he 
"  did  affirm  it,  yet  would  he  never  be  brought  to  set  his 
'*  hand  to  the  examination :  all  which  was  clear.**  Ilten  Ra- 
legh, seeing  thb  retraction  so  unjustly  overlooked,  "la- 
"  boured  to  prove  these  two  pcnnts  out  of  scripture,  civil 
**  law,  statute  law,  common  law,  and  conscience ;  in  every  t^ 
*'  which  he  had  been  plentifully  read  ;"*  as  the  same  audita 
of  his  arraignment  goes  on ;  "  first,  that  there  ought  to  be 
"  produced  against  him  two  witnesses ;  secondly,  that  his 
"  accuser  might  be  brought  to  accuse  him  (ace  to  face." 
Agreeable  hereto  are  Ralegh's  own  words,  after  be  had 
urged  the  statutes  of  Edward  III.  Edward  VI.  and  queen 
Elizabeth;  produced  the  opinions  of  judges  in  the  law, 
and  precedents  from  their  writings;  besidefl  testimonies 
from  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  where  he  says,  **  If  by 
"  the  statute,  civil  law,  and  God's  word,  it  be  required  that 
*'  there  must  be  two  witnesses  at  least,  bear  with  me,  if  I 
"  desire  but  one  '.^  But  truly  it  wa«  an  unreasonable  re- 
quest; those  statutes  were  repealed,  and  the  law  would  not 
allow  of  it  now ;  though  we  are  informed  that  king  James 
himself,  taking  notice  how  Cobham  was  withheld,  diould 
say,  "  If  he  could  have  spoken  any  thing  agunst  Ral^h, 
**  they  would  have  brought  him  from  Constantinople  to 
"  have  accused  him  6.^  Well  therefore  might  he  denre  the 
jury  to  conuder,  "  There  b  no  cause  so  doubtful,  which 
"  the  king's  counsel  cannot  make  good  against  the  lawt>. 
"  These  men  do  usually  defend  bad  causes  every  day  against 
*'  men  of  their  own  profession,  and  as  able  as  themselves :  if 
"  they  can  do  so,  what  may  they  not  do  with  me,  who 
"  never  studied  Uw  till  I  came  into  the  Tower  of  Londtm ; 
*'  who  have  been  practised  in  other  affiurs ;  am  weak  of 
"  memory,  and  feeble  as  you  see  ?"  {for  he  was  fain  to  have 

'  Letter  of  >  mMiiber  oF  parti*-  •    Obwmtltnii    oa    Sutdcnon'a 

ment  io  ur  Toby  HBttbm,  m  bo-  luiton  of  Mary  queen  of  Seo«  and 

tore.  p.  iSo.  ■■'—  ' ■•"  --  *-*"  -  " 

'  Arraigament  in  Shirlej,  f.  i 
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a  pen  and  ink  to  help  him  in  the  long  speeches  that  were 
made  against  him.)  Then  said  he,  more  closely  to  them, 
**  If  you  would  be  content  to  be  judged  upon  susjndoiis 
*^  and  inferences :  if  you  would  not  have  your  accusation 
"  subscribed  by  your  accuser:  if  you  would  not  have  your 
'^  accuser  brought  to  your  face  (being  in  the  same  house 
*♦  too)  where  you  are  arraigned :  if  you  would  be  con- 
^<  demned  by  an  accusation  of  one  that  has  recanted,  and  is 
^  truly  sorrowful  for  it :  if  you,  in  my  case,  would  yield 
**  your  bodies  to  torture,  lose  your  lives,  your  wives  and 
^  children,  and  all  your  fortunes,  upon  so  slender  a  proof; 
*•  then  am  I  ready  to  suffer  all  these  things* ;''  or,  (as  the 
common  trial  has  it,)  *^  if  you  would  be  contented  to  be  so 
"judged, judge  so  of  me'*."  Now  though  Ralegh  at  last 
put  himself  on  it,  that  if  Cobham  would  only  speak  before 
Grod  and  the  king,  "  that  ever  he  knew  either  of  Arabella'^s 
**  matter,  or  the  money  out  of  Spain,  or  of  the  surprising 
treason,  or  would  accuse  him  with  things  equivalent,  in 
any  main  point,  or  any  ways  to  have  been  an  instigator  of 
♦*  him  to  deal  with  the  king  of  Spain  * ;'"  yet  would  they 
not  let  Cobham  confront  him,  or  give  his  testimony  xnva 
voce :  and  though  Ralegh  did  not  directly  consent  to  be  de- 
termined by  Cobham^s  accusation,  if  they  should  now  pro- 
duce it  justified  under  his  hand  "> ;  yet  he  was  forced  to 
submit  to  what  they  had  in  reserve  of  this  kind,  which  was 
the  letter  above  mentioned,  written  to  the  lords  at  Winches- 
ter the  day  before  the  trial.  Some  say  this  letter  was  not 
written  by  Cobham  himself;  but  that  sir  William  Wade, 
one  of  Cecilys  creatures,  tampering  with  his  weakness,  got 
Cobham  to  write  his  name  to  a  blank ;  to  which,  says  my 
author.  Wade  no  question  wrote  the  accusation  °.  Others 
imply,  that  Cobham  did  himself  write  it ;  though  after  he 
was  instructed  by  a  letter  from  his  lady,  that  there  was  no 
way  to  save  his  own  life,  but  to  accuse  Ralegh ;  and  that  it 


*  Ov«rbtiry't  Arraignment,  p.  2 1 .  "Sir  Antbony  Wcldon's  Court  and 

k  In  Shirle]r»  p*  i49*  Character  of  King  James.  8ro.  1650. 

I  Idem,  p.  145.  p.  35. 
*Overbiiry,  p.  19. 
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was  so  repwled  upon  thegmngtogetberaf  thejury".  This 
letter  was  read  with  great  triumph  atid  exultation  by  Coke, 
as  follows :  "  I  have  thought  it  fit  to  set  dowo  this  to  «y 
<*  lords,  wherdn  I  profess  on  my  aoul  to  write  nolhing  but 
"  the  truth.  I  am  come  now  near  to  the  period  of  my 
"  time ;  therefore  I  confess  the  truth  before  God  and  his 
"angels.  Ralegh,  four  days  before  I  came  from  theAcnuedby 
"  Tower,  caused  an  apple  to  be  thrown  in  at  my  charabef  ^^^^ 
"  window ;  the  effect  of  it  was,  to  entreat  me  to  write  the 
"  wnHig  I  had  done  bim,  in  saying  that  I  would  oonte 
"  home  by  Jersey ;  which  under  my  hand  to  him  1  han 
"  retracted.  His  first  letter  was  thrown  in  the  same  nun- 
"  ner;  wherein  he  prayed  me  to  write  him  a  letter,  which 
"  I  did.  He  sent  me  word  the  judges  met  at  Mr.  Attor- 
"  ney's  house  i  and  that  there  was  good  hope  the  proceed- 
"  ings  against  us  should  be  stayed ;  he  sent  me  another 
"  time  a  little  tobacco.  At  Aremberg''8  coming,  Ralegh 
"  dealt  with  me  to  procure  him  a  pension  of  fifteen  hun- 
"  dred  pounds  a  year,  for  which  be  promised,  that  no  ao- 
"  tion  should  be  agtunst  Spain,  but  he  would  give  knowledge 
'*  beforehand.  He  told  me  the  States  bad  audience  with 
"  the  king.  He  hath  been  the  original  cause  of  my  ruin ; 
"  for  I  had  no  dealing  with  Amnberg,  but  by  hu  instjga- 
"  tion.  He  hath  been  the  cause  of  my  discontentment ;  he 
"  advised  me  not  tol>e  overtaken  with  preachers,  as  Essex 
"  was ;  and  that  the  king  would  better  allow  of  a  constant 
"  dmial,  than  to  accuse  any  P.^  But  this  advice  to  a  detual, 
and  by  that  example,  and  the  desire  of  any  such  paiaon 
from  Spain,  Ralegh  protested  to  be  false.  And  further,  to 
shew  them  what  a  base  dishonourable  recreant  Cobham  Vaa, 
he  puDed  out  the  letter  which  Cobhanr  a  few  days  before 
wrote  to  him  voluntarily  in  the  Tower,  dearing  the  lord 
Cecil  to  read  it,  because  he  knew  his  band ;  and  that  tbe 
jury  would  observe,  if  Cobham's  testimony  were  of  any  cre- 
dit with  them,  how  much  more  solemnly  it  was  writ  to  clear, 
than  the  other  to  condemn  him;   being  in  these  wcmla: 
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Seeing  myself  so  near  my  end ;  for  the  discharge  of  my 
own  conscience^  and  freeing  myself  from  your  blood, 
Cleared  by  ^'  which   else  will   cry  vengeance  agunst  me :   I   protest, 
him  again.  «  upon  my  salvation,  I  never  practised  with  Spain  by  your 
procurement ;  Grod  so  comfort  me  in  this  my  affliction,  as 
you  are  a  true  subject  for  any  thing  that  I  know.     I  will 
^^  say  with  Daniel,  Purus  sum  a  sanguine  hiifus :  so  God 
^^  have  mercy  on  my  soul,  as  I  know  no  treason  by  you  ^.* 
This  was  the  last  evidence  given ;  yet  the  jury  brought  in 
Conilemn-  their  verdict  Guilty :  this  letter,  last  produced  to  acquit  Ha- 
^*  l%h,  not  prevailing  with  them  so  much,  it  seems,  as  the 

letter  before,  which  was  last,  though  less  forcibly,  written 
by  Cobham  to  accuse  him,  **  which,  all  things  conndered,^ 
says  the  person  who  heard  the  whole  trial,  ^^  was  no  more 
'^  to  be  weighed  than  the  barking  of  a  dog ;  and  I  would 
^  not,"  continues  he,  "  for  much,  to  have  been  of  the  jury, 
"  to  have  found  him  guilty  ^.'^  Some  of  his  jury,  we  are 
further  told,  ^^  were,  after  he  was  cast,  so  far  touched  in 
conscience,  as  to  demand  of  him  pardon  on  their  knees*.* 
And  even  Coke,  the  attorney  himself,  bdng  retired  into  a 
**  garden  to  take  some  air,  when  his  man  brought  him  word 
^  that  the  jury  had  condemned  Ralegh  of  treason,  answered, 
<^  Surely  thou  art  mistaken,  for  I  myself  accused  him  but 
^^  of  misprision  of  treason ;  and  this  relation,  upon  the  word 
**  of  a  Christian,  I  have  received,''  says  my  author,  **  from 
**  Sir  Edward  Coke's  own  mouth  ^''  Sentence  being  given, 
Ralegh  humbly  deared  the  king  might  know  the  proofs 
against  him ;  that  he  still  perasted  in  his  loyalty,  notwith- 
standing that  verdict ;  which  he  would  pray  that  his  said 
jury  might  never  answer  for :  and  only  craved  pardon  for 
concealing  lord  Cobham's  offer  to  him,  which  he  did  through 
a  confidence  that  he  had  diverted  him  from  those  humours. 
So  accompanied  the  sheriff  to  the  prison  ^'  with  admirable 
^^  erection,  yet  in  such  sort  as  a  condemned  man  should  do  u.'^ 

^  The  Arraignment  in  Stiirley,  as  p.  108. 
before,  p.  160.  *  Obscnrationa  on  tbe  history  of 

*  Id  sir  Toby  Mattbeprs,  as  before,  Mary  queen  of  Scots  and  her  son 
p.  283.  James,  as  before,  p.  9. 

*  F.Osborne's  Memoirs  of  king         "  Overbury's  Arraignment,  p.  25. 
Jamet,  in  the  2d  rol.  of  his  worki^ 
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Thus  was  he  "  tired  out  of  his  life,^  aa  one  obsoTes, 
**  by  the  bawling  of  the  king^s  counsel  on  one  nde,  and  the 
"  benches  insisting  on  a  confessioD,  extorted  from  the  lord 
"  CoUiam  out  c^  fear,  m  the  other,  rather  than  convinced':" 
and  thus  did  hie  adversaries  reap  dishonour  and  reproach  in 
their  victory,  while  be  received  triumphant  applauses  in  his 
overthrow,  like  some  flowers  which  are  sweeter  in  their 
fall,  than  others  in  their  blo(»n.  He  stood  at  a  bay  widi 
them  from  morning  till  night,  "  to  the  great  admiration  of 
*'  the  hearersr,  who  all  thought  that  a  man  of  such  under- 
"  standing  and  expeiieace  would  hardly  be  drawn  into  a 
"  plot  so  foul  and  so  fooli^  '."  "  Divers,  who  went  thi- 
"  ther  his  enemies,  went  away  with  commiseratibn  of  hia  in- 
"  juries  and  misfortunes,  thinking  never  man  spake  better 
"  for  himself'."  One  of  his  auditors  says,  "  He  behaved 
"  himself  so  worthily,  so  wisely,  so  temperately,  that  in  half 
"  a  day  the  mind  of  all  the  company  was'changed,  from  the 
"  extremest  fate,  to  the  extremest  pity  •>,"  And  another 
says,  that  "  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  carriage  was  most  remark- 
"  able :  first,  to  the  lords,  humble,  yet  not  prostrate :  towards 
"  the  jury,  sflable,  but  not  fawning;  rather  shewing  love 
"  of  life,  than  fear  of  death :  towards  the  king^s  counsely 
"  patient,  but  not  insennbly  neglecting ;  not  yielding  to  im- 
"  putations  Iwd  against  bim  in  words ;  and  it  was  wondered, 
"  that  a  man  of  his  hertnc  spirit  could  be  so  valiant  in 
"  suS^ng;  that  he  was  never  overtaken  in  pas«on<=,"  &c. 
On  the  other  side,  aa  to  Coke's  behaviour,  we  shall,  to  what 
has  been  said,  only  observe,  as  one  means  to  account  fra*  it, 
that  if  Essex  was  known  to  have  ever  been  in  any  wise* 
friend  mr  patron  to  him,  as  it  appears  he  was  in  a  private 
memorial  of  an  honourable  person,  who  was  of  the  same 
college  in  Oxford  with  Ralegh,  and  almost  of  the  same 
standing;  then   Coke  might  perhaps  think  of  retiieving 

'  Oibume,  p.  108.  quraa  of  Scots  tuid  ber  mi,  Ac.  m 

'  Spred'i  Cbroaicle,  fol.  114,1.  before. 
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himself  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  and  making  atonement  for 
his  ingratitude  to  the  said  earl  also  at  his  trial,  and  to  his 
memory  after  his  death,  by  his  inhumanity  now  to  one  of 
the  contrary  faction.     Cecil,  on  the  other  side,  pli^fed  a 
smooth  edge  upon  Ralegh  throughout  the  trial ;  his  Uade 
seemed  ever  anointed  with  the  balsam  of  compliment  or 
apology,  whereby  he  gave  not  such  rough  and  smaitiiig 
wounds,  though  they  were  as  deep  and  fatal  as  the  other. 
But  Ralegh  could  distinguish  crooked  friendship,  and  per* 
haps  the  grounds  of  it,  in  this  place,  as  well  as  he  has  done 
crooked  wisdom   in  another  <^;  when,   to  those  qieeches, 
where  Cecil  said,  ^^  My  affection  to  you,  Ar  Walter  Ralegh, 
was  not  extinguished,  but  slaked,  in  r^ard  of  your  de- 
serts ;  and,  excepting  your  faults,  (I  call  them  no  worse,) 
**  by  God  I  am  your  friend :'"  he  answered,  **  Whoever  is 
*'  the  workman,  it  is  reason  he  should  give  account  of  his 
*^  work  to  the  workmaster^.*"     As  to  any  impertinences  that 
occurred  in  the  trial,  they  appear  no  where  so  much  as  in 
the  personal  reflections  made  by  the  said  attorney  Coke, 
and  the  lord  chief  justice  Popham,  whom  Camden  justly 
calls  a  censorious  man  ^ ;  they  being  foreign  to  the  matters 
Ral^h  was  charged  with,  therefore  he  wisely  looked  over 
them.     But  these,  and  the  other  irregularities  throughout 
the  whole  proceedings,  which  have  left  men  so  unsatisBed 
in  the  justice  of  them  against  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and  so 
Uttle  inclined  to  believe  him  the  criminal  his  enemies  made 
him  s,  being  summed  up  by  an  able  hand,  and  one  whose 
province  it  more  properly  was  to  judge  of  them,  I  shall  take 
my  leave  of  the  said  trial  with  a  reference  to  his  observa- 
tions on  it  h. 


*  Hintory  of  the  World,  lib.  5. 
cap.  6.  sect  7. 

*  Anraicrnment  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh in  his  Life,  as  before,  p.  144, 
146. 

f  Annal.  Elis.  1593. 

t  Dr.  Heylin's  Examen  Histori- 
ciim,  as  before,  p.  i7i> 

^  Sir  .f oho  Hawles,  solicitor  gene- 
ral to  the  late  king  William,  in  his 
Reply  to  a  sheet  of  paper,  entitled, 


The  Magistracy  and  GovemoBeBt  of 
England  viudicated,  printed  in  fol. 
16S9.  having  observed  that  the  ac- 
cusations of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  did 
not  amount  to  a  legal  proof,  says 
further,  p.  35.  as  follows.  "  Not  to 
**  mention  all  that  might  he  excepted 
*<  to  in  the  trial  of  the  case  cited ;  I 
"  would  know,  by  what  law  is  the 
**  deposition  of  a  person,  who  might 
"  be  brought  face  to  face  to  the  pri- 
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That  Ral^h  expected  nothing  less  than  this  kind  of 
treatment  from  those  hands,  is  plain  by  the  letter  which  he 
wrote  to  the  king  himself  just  before  his  tiial ;  wherein 
having  sud,  "  I  know,  that,  among  many  presumpUoos 
"  gathered  against  me,  your  majesty  has  been  persuaded 
"  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  were  greatly  discontented, 
"  and  therefore  the  more  likely  to  prove  disloyal ;  but  the 
**  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth  disclaim  me  from  both 
"  worlds,  if  I  were  not  the  contrary,  and  if  I  took  not  great 
*'  comfort  to  behold  your  majesty ;  always  learning  some 
*'  good,  and  bettering  my  knowledge  by  your  majesty's  dis- 
"  course :"  and  having  humbly  beseeched  him  not  to  believe 
any  of  those,  who,  under  pretence  of  offences  to  kings,  do 
ca«Iy  work  their  particular  revenge;  he  says  a  little  fur- 
ther, "  For  my  part,  I  protest  before  the  ever-living  God, 
"  that  I  never  intended  treason,  consented  to  treason,  or 
"  performed  treason  against  you ;  and  yet  I  know  I  shall 
*'  fall  into  their  hands,  e  tptibua  rum  poasum  evadere,  un< 


',  rCkd  uevidenre?  I  would 


A  1» 


»{oM 


r  should  be  bmiiglit 
"  iKce  lo  iRce  at  the  Kccuwd  ?  I 
"  would  know,  by  what  law  Bnxik'i 
"  depoaitioa  of  what  the  lord  Cnb- 
*'  bam  told  bim  of  Ralegh,  waa  rii- 
■•deaca  agalnat  Ralegh?  I  would 
"  know,  hy  what  law  Uie  story  Dyer 
"  told  of  what  an  onknown  man  said 
"  lo  him  at  Lisbon  of  don  Ralegh, 
"  waa  efideore  ngaiast  Ralegh  .'  I 
"  would  know,  by  what  statute  the 
"  sUbitet  of  the  ijtli  of  F^ward  III. 
"  sad  jtb  of  Edward  VI.  are  re- 
"  pealed  ?  Thia  trial  was  lo  toy  \r- 
'*  regular  thmngfaoot,  that  I  would 
"  willinirlj  believe  it  was  Dot  so  aa 
"  it  is  related;  hnt,  if  it  were  so, 
"  I  am  sure  none  cao  defend  it: 
"  and  even  for  that  reason,  if  any 
"  mch  reaolalioD  was  io  the  case, 
"  11  ia  cited,  I  am  siire  it  ought  lo 
"  carry  no  crntit  with  it ;  and  tbere 
"  is  no  reason  to  believe  there  waa 
"  any  such  resolution;  there  being 
"  no  occannn  tor  it ;  tfae  question 
"  being  only  fact,  which  sir  Walter 


"  denied,    the  i 
"  trial,  in  which  the  court  always 
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'  orermled  the  prisoner,  were  some- 
'  what  like    the    lord   Russel-a  ;  be 

■  compluntd  of  the  ill  usage  of  the 
'  king's  counsel,  aa  well  u  the  lord 
'  Russel ;  and  both  bad  reason  ao  to 
'  do.  flearsay  waa  admitted  to  he 
'  given  in  evidence  against  both ; 
'  all  that  either  of  them  aaid  for 
'  thrmnrlvea,  tboiigh  very  material, 
'  waa  slighted.  The  one  was  put  in 
'  mind,  at  his  trial,  of  the  death  of 
'  the  earl   of   Easel ;  as  the   other 

■  was.  of  the  death  of  the  Tiscnnat 
'StatTord;  both,  in  their  dying 
'  sppFches,  vindicated  themselves  of 
*  those   aspersions.      Tbe  principal 

■  witncBKi,  in  both  casei,  bad,  be- 
'  fore  llie  trials,  affirmed,  they  knew 
'  nothing  against  Ibem  -.  they  were 

■  both    acCDsed    with   having  heard 


"  what  other 


IB  had  said  in  their 


"  company,  and  had  not  discovered 
"  it;  they  both  gave  tbe  same  *n- 
"  iwer,  tliat  they  could  not  help 
"  other  men's  talk.  1  think  it  is 
"  plain,  at  this  day,  that  of  sir  Wal- 
■■  ter  Ralegh  is  thought  a  aham-plot; 
"  what  the  lord  Rusael's  1*  thongbt, 
"  let  the  author  say." 


(( 
(( 
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*^  less  by  your  majesty^s  gracious  compassion  I   be  sus- 
"  tained  K'"  Another  letter,  which  he  wrote  to  the  loids, 
gives  us  some  further  light  or  assurance,  that  the  offer  made 
to  him  for  one  intention,  and  to  others  for  another,  was  con- 
strued as  made  to  him  for  both ;  where,  speaking  of  the 
two  principal  accusations  against  him,  he  says,  ^  the  first 
^*  was,  that  money  was  offered  me  with  a  pretence  to  main- 
<*  tain  the  amity,  but  the  intent  was  to  have  assisted  his  ma- 
<*  jesty'^s  surprisef:  the  other,  that  I  was  privy  to  my  lord 
^^  Cobham'^s  Spanish  journey.     For  the  first,  it  seems,  this 
^'  money  was  offered  to  others  long  after  it  was  offered  to 
me,  and  upon  other  considerations  than  it  was  to  me. 
For  myself  I  avow,  upon  my  allegiance,  that  I  never 
^^  knew  or  suspected  either  the  man  or  the  new  intention. 
*^  To  me  it  was  but  once  propounded,  and  in  three  weeks 
^*  after   I  never  heard  more  of  it ;  neither  did  I  beUeve 
^*  that  he  had  any  commission  to  offer  it :  for,  if  that  word 
^'  amiijf  had  been  used  to  me  colourably,  I  must  have 
*^  been  also  made  acquainted  with  the  true  end  for  which 
it  should  have  been  given ;  which,  it  seems,  was  tost  the 
surprise :  but  of  any  such  horrible  purpose,  if  ever  I 
had   so  much  as  a  suspicion,  I .  refuse  your   lordships* 
*^  favour,  and  the  king'^s  mercy.     I  know  your  lordships 
^^  have  omitted  nothing  to  find  out  the  truth ;    but,  as 
you  have  not  erred,  like  ill  surgeons,  to  lay  on  plas- 
ters too  narrow  for   so  great   wounds,  so  I  trust  that 
you  will  not  imitate  unlearned  physicians,  to  give  medi- 
^^  cines  more  cruel  than  the  disease  itself.     For  the  jour- 
^^  uey  into  Spain,  I  know  I  was  accused  to  be  privy  there- 
^^  to ;  but  I  know  your  lordships  have  a  reputation  of  con- 
science, as  well  as  industry.     By  what  means  that  re- 
vengeful  accusation   was   stirred,   you,   my  lord   Cecil, 
know  right  well  that  it  was  my  letter  about  Keymis ;  and 
your  lordships  all  know  whether  it  be  maintained,  or 


i  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  king  p.  S5.  and  iu  Ralegh's  Remains,  edit. 

James,  before  bis  trial  at  Winches-  1726,  p.  185.  collated  with  MS.  co- 

ter ;  in  the  supplement  to  the  Ca-  pies  thereof,  iu  the  Harleian  library, 

bala,  called  Scrinia  Sacra,  4to.  i654«  See. 
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"  whether,  out  of  truth,  and  out  of  a  Chrisiian  conaidera- 
"  tion,  it  be  revoked."  A  little  further  he  says,  "  God 
"  knows,  and  I  can  give  on  account  of  it,  that  I  have  spent 
"  forty  thousand  pounds  of  my  own  agidnst  that  king  and 
"  nation  ^ ;  that  I  never  reserved  so  much  of  all  nty  for- 
"  tunes,  as  to  purchase  forty  pounds  per  annum  land ;  that 
"  I  have  been  a  violent  persecutor  and  furtherer  of  all  en> 
'<  terprises  against  that  nation :  I  have  served  against  them 
*'  in  person;  and  how,  my  lord-admiral  and  my  lord  of 
"  Suffolk  can  witness.  I  discovered,  myself,  the  richest 
"  part  <A  all  his  Indies;  I  have  planted  in  his  territories. 
"  I  offered  his  majesty,  at  my  uncle  Carew's,  to  carry  two 
"  thousand  men  to  invade  him  without  the  king's  charge. 
*'  Alas  \  to  what  end  should  we  live  in  the  world,  if  all  the 
'-  endeavours  of  so  many  testimonies  ^all  be  blown  off  with 
"  one  blast  of  breath,  or  be  prevented  by  one  man's  word  ?" 
"  Think,  therefore,"  says  he,  a  little  further,  "  I  beseech 
"  you,  on  my  great  affliction  with  compas^on  ;  who  have 
"  lost  my  estate,  and  the  king''s  favour,  upon  one  man's 
"  word  ;  and  as  you  would  that  God  should  deal  with  you, 
*'  deal  with  me."  He  concludes  in  this  manner :  "  Your 
"  lordships  know  that  I  am  guiltless  of  the  surprise  in- 
"  tended ;  you  know,  or  may  know,  that  I  never  accepted. 
"  of  the  money,  and  that  it  was  not  offered  me  for  any  ill  j 
*'  and  of  the  Spanish  journey,  I  trust  your  consciences  are 
'*  resolved.  Keep  not  then,  I  beseech  you,  these  my  an- 
'*  swers  and  humble  desires  from  my  sovereign  lord,  ^i  e«i 
"  rex  pita  et  miserieort,  et  turn  leo  coronatut^.'"  In  an- 
other letter,  which  he  wrote  to  the  king  after  his  trial,  he  has 
these  words :  "  Lost  I  am  for  hearing  a  vain  man,  for  hear- 
"  ing  (»>ly,  and  never  believing  or  approving ;  and  so  little 
"  account  I  made  of  that  speech  of  his,  which  was  xoj  con- 


'  A*  the  hlnfr'i  cobdmI,  Id   Ra-  inch  ■  noted  enemy  to  their  facdon. 

tegfa'R  trial,  uaed  aisnmeDti,  (ronDd-  But  ifae  lum  of  40,000/.  id  tliia  iMIw 

ed  on   presumptioos,   bi    prore  him  abOTC,  it  only  called  to  maDycrowM 

guilty ;  EO  did  be  there  abo  use  other*  in  the  uid  eodimon  trill, 
(o  cXtmi  bimielf,  grounded  on  lliew         '  Ralegh's  Remaini,  the  laat  edit, 

of  hii  great   expeaiea  against  the  ■■  before,  p.  tSS,  &c. 
Spaniarda,  isdhlBbaTiBgariraTBbcai 
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^^  demnation,  that  I  never  remembered  any  such  thing,  dll  it 
<<  was  at  my  trial  objected  against  me."  This  letter  he 
nobly  concludes,  with  a  desire  only  to  repay  a  lent  life  with 
a  love  and  affection  equal  to  the  goodness  wherewith  his  ma- 
jesty should  please  to  bestow  it  ">. 

If  these  letters  had  any  good  effect,  it  appeared  not  im- 
mediately, Ralegh  being  kept  near  a  month  at  Winchester 
after  he  was  condemned,  in  daily  expectaUon  of  death.  We 
find,  that  when  the  report  of  the  arraignments  was  made  to 
the  king  in  his  privy-chamber  at  Wilton,  he  carried  himself 
so  reservedly,  thiat  nobody  could  guess  how  well  he  was  sa- 
tisfied with  the  equality  of  condemnation,  till  he  made,  him- 
self, a  difference  in  the  punishment.  The  two  priests  were 
executed  on  the  29th  of  November,  and  George  Brook  on 
the  5th  of  December  following.  His  majesty  also  signed 
warrants  for  Cobham,  Grey,  and  Markham,  to  be  beheaded 
on  the  9th  day  of  the  said  month.  But,  in  the  particular 
narrative  of  this  proceeding  to  execution,  Ralegh  is  not  so 
much  as  mentioned ;  and  this  might  be  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary disappointment  of  that  purgation  which  was  ex- 
pected from  one  of  those  three  next  to  be  executed :  for  the 
day  aforesmd  being  come,  Markham  was  first  brought  to 
the  scaffold ;  and,  having  ended  his  speech,  prayers,  with 
all  he  had  to  say,  and  being  on  his  knees,  ready  to  receive 
the  stroke  of  the  axe,  up  steps  John  Gibb,  groom  of  the 
king^s  bedchamber,  to  sir  Benjamin  Tichboume,  the  sheriff 
of  Hampshire,  with  his  majesty ''s  warrant  to  stay  the  execu- 
tion ;  so  Markham  was  told  he  must  withdraw  a  while  into 
the  hall,  to  be  confronted  by  the  lords.  Then  lord  Grey 
was  brought  upon  the  stage  ;  and  he  is  said  to  have  poured 
out  his  prayers  and  his  confession,  though  not  one  word 
of  them  recorded  in  our  narrative  aforesaid ;  then  was  he 
also  called  aside.  Lastly,  Cobham  was  brought,  and  ex- 
posed in  the  same  manner,  and  his  devotions  to  God  are 
mentioned ;  but  not  a  word  of  the  treason,  his  guilt  or  in- 
nocence, or  concerning  any  promoter  of  his  disloyalty  or 

"  Ralegfa's  Remains,  the  last  edit,  as  before,  p.  192.  &c. 
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diacontent :  so  when  he  had  done,  the  sheriff  found  it  time 
to  unravel  the  plot,  by  proctaiming  and  magnifying  his  ma- 
jesty^s  mercy,  at  we  have  it  in  the  same  author ;  who  yet 
cannot  forixar  comparing  his  own  relation  to  a  comedy, 
"  representing  so  many  lively  figures  of  jusUce  and  mercy 
"  in  a  king,  of  terror  and  penitence  in  offenders,  and  of  so 
"  great  admiration  and  applause  in  all  others  as  appeared  in 
"  this  action,  corned  on  only  and  wholly  hy  his  majesty's 
"  own  direction  ■>."  But  whereas  Coke  had  (after  his  out- 
rageous manner)  charged  Ralegh  in  the  trial  frequently 
with  being  the  chief  plotter  and  traitor  in  all  this  cons[»- 
racy ;  we  now  see  the  king,  in  his  warrant  aforesud,  con- 
tradicting him,  where  he  says,  to  use  his  own  dialect,  that 
"  the  tuo  priestis,  and  George  Brooke,  vaire  the  principall 
*'  plotteris  and  intisairs  of  all  the  rest,  to  the  embracing  of 
"  the  sudis  treasonabill  machinations  o;"  and  yet  you  find, 
in  the  trial  again,  that  Brook's  treason  was  distinct,  and 
to  be  kept  secret  from  Ral^h,  because  there  Brook  tells 
Markham,  "  Take  heed  how  you  make  lord  Cobham  ac- 
"  quunted  ;  tor,  whatever  he  knows,  Ralegh  the  witch  will 
"  get  it  out  of  him  P.'"  In  short,  the  whole  proceeding  is 
so  fiill  of  inconastences,  slanders,  and  other  like  odious 
effects  of  a  false  and  malicious  prosecution,  that  we  may 
well  conclude  with  that  historian,  who  says,  '*  the  king  had 
"  ground  enough  to  shew  merey,  which  some  of  the  con- 
"  demned  party  obt^ned  <i.^ 

But  Ralegh,  it  seems,  did  last  taste  of  it,  and  for  no  other 
apparent  reason,  hut  because  he  was  the  only  one  whom  his 
enemies  still  wanted  matter  to  exclude  from  it ;  as  may  be 
gathered  from  what  Cecil  wrote  to  a  correspondent  three 
days  after  the  king's  warrant  of  suspense,  to  the  others  be- 

■  The  copy  of  a  letter,  written  printer,)    4to.    1603.    reprinted    in 

from  muter  T.  M.  neur  SilUbury,  Stow"*  AnniU,   lad   )iiulj  ia   Mr. 

to  muter  H.  A.  at  Loadoa.coDrrni-  Joiepb  Morgan's  Phceali  Brituini- 

ing   tlw   pmreediDg-  at  Wiuchetter,  cm. 

where   the    lute   lord   Cobham,  lord  *  See  kini;  Jamei'a  warranl  io  the 

Grey,  and  air  Griffin  Markham,  all  pamphlet  aforesairl,  p.  11. 

■ttaialedof  high  treasoD,  were  ready  'The   ArraignmeDt    tn    Ralegti'a 

to  be  executed  on  Friday  tLe  9tb  of  UJc,  aa  before,  p.  gi. 

Derember,  &r.  imprinted  at  Loudon  «  Rushworth'a   Hiltorkal  Coll«c- 

by   R.  B.   (i.  e.  Bariier,  the  Uag't  tiona,  vol.  1.  fol.  4- 
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fore  mendcmed ;  where,  among  these  wonderful  iosUnoet 
of  his  majesty'^s  clemency,  we  are  told,  ^^  He  pretended  to 
^^  forbear  sir  Walter  Ralegh  for  the  present,  till  the  lord 
^^  Cobham^s  death  liad  given  some  light  how  far  he  would 
*^  make  good  his  accusation  ^  i"^  and  though  we  hear  not  that 
he  ever  did  make  it  good,  yet  was  the  pretended  time  of 
Ralegh^s  execution  so  determined,  however  we  find  not  that 
he,  like  the  rest,  was  ever  brought  to  the  place ;  that  he 
wrote,  what  he  intended  for  his  last  words,  to  his  wife»  the 
night  before  he  expected  to  be  put  to  death,  in  a  yerj 
moving  letter,  full  of  the  most  generous  acknowledgments, 
of  the  wisest,  most  religious,  and  affectionate  advice  to  hetj 
no  less  than  of  the  most  heroic  and  magnanimous  sentim^its 
in  regard  to  himself,  and  to  that  suffering  which  ordinary 
souls  so  naturally  shrink  at.  It  is  too  long  to  recite  in  thk 
place,  besides  has  been  often  printed,  and  may  be  ea«Iy  met 
with  in  his  works.  The  historical  passages  in  it  acquaint 
us,  that  his  lands  were  conveyed  to  his  son,  as  is  before 
mentioned :  that  he  intended  his  wife  the  profits  ot  hb 
wine-ofBce,  half  his  goods,  and  all  his  jewels,  exce|>t  some 
one  to  his  son :  that  Baily  owed  him  two  hundred,  or,  as 
other  editions  have  it,  a  thousand  pounds  s;  and  his  brother 
Adrian  Gilbert  six  hundred :  that  he  had  also  much  money 
owing  him  in  Jersey,  besides  the  arrearages  of  the  wines, 
which  would  pay  all  his  debts.  Towards  the  conclusion, 
he  entreats  her  ^^  to  get  those  letters,  if  it  be  possible,  which 
"  I  writ,''  said  he,  "  to  the  lords,  wherein  I  sued  for  my 
'^  life.  Grod  is  my  witness,  that  it  was  for  you  and  yours 
'^  that  I  desired  life.  But  it  is  true  that  I  disdiun  myself 
'^  for  begging  it ;  for  know  it,  dear  wife,  that  your  son  is 
*^  the  son  of  a  true  man ;  and  one,  who,  in  his  own  respect, 
despises  death,  and  all  his  mishapen  and  ugly  forms.  I 
cannot  write  much ;  God  knows  how  hardly  I  steal  this 
^^  time,  while  others  sleep ;  and  it  is  also  high  time  that  I 
^<  should  separate  my  thoughts  from  the  world.  B^  my 
<<  dead  body,  which  living  was  denied  thee,  and  either  lay 

'  sir  lUlph  Winwood*8  Memoirs,         ■  See  Uiis  letter  io  the  edit,  of  VLm^ 
▼ol.  2.  fol.  II.  Iegh*8  Rcmaiusy  i a*.  1651. 
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"  it  at  Sfaerimrne,  if  the  land  continue,  or  in  Exeter  churt^ 
<■  by  my  father  and  mother.  I  can  say  no  more ;  time  «pd 
"  death  call  me  away."  And  as  in  the  former  part  of  thi^ 
letter  "  he  trusts  that  his  blood  will  quench  th«r  malioe 
*'  who  had  thus  cruelly  murdered  him ;"  so  in  the  conclur 
sioa  "  he  ipnya  to  God,  that  he  may  tarpve  his  persecik 
*'  tors  and  accusers'." 

But  after  all  this  usage,  Cobham  never  coofirroing  hb  ac- 
cusation of  ar  Walter  Ralegh,  they  both  were,  with  the  '''•«>«'  i" 
rest  of  the  prisoners,  returned,  on  the  15th  of  Deceinber,tOot London, 
the  Tower  of  London  " :  those,  of  whom  the  least  profit  wa* 
to  be  made,  were  ^ther  acquitted,  or  did  afterwards  get 
their  liberty;  among  whom  was  Markham,  who  travelled 
abroad,  but  endured  greater  distress  in  his  state  of  freedom, 
than  he  had  in  his  restraint^.  But  Grey,  it  seems,  died  in 
the  Towerf,  and  with  Cobham  it  went  nigh  to  fare  still 
worse ;  for  he  would  have  starved  there,  b^ng  eo  doeely 
fleeced  as  he  was  by  the  court-beggan  of  his  great  estate, 
bad  they  not  also  laid  thereby  a  kind  of  a  £ne  upon  his  ma- 
jesty for  his  offences;  the  crown  being  imposed  upon  to 
support  him  in  his  many  years'  confinement,  as  Ralegh  him- 
self has  sufficiently  discovered '.     And  here,  to  despatdi 

<  Idem,  tad,  berida  tbe  otbercdi-  "  girea  bim   iIm  nrett  penuon  of 

lioniof  bURanaini,  aln  at  tbe  atS  "  all." 

of  lirTbomaiOirerbuiy'irelittioii  of  '  OiborDe'i    MemoriaU  of  king 

Ui  arraigDiiMint,  and  at  tbe  end  of  Jamea,  p.  io6.  alao  lir  William  Dng- 

Ralegb'a  Life  in  Prinee'a  Worthiea  of  dale,  who  ta^,  that  tbia  Tbomai  lord 

Devon,  fbl.j43.  Grey  (aoaof  Artburbefore  mcDtioDsd 

•  Stow'i  Aaiiiili,  Bi  before.  in  Ibii  Life)  died  in  tbe  TowM-  on 

■  Jamei  Wadiworth,  in  fail  Eng-  tlie  Cth  of  Jnly  1614,  being  tbe  laal 

liah  Spaniih  Pilgriio,  4(0.   i6jo.  p.  lord  Grey  of  Wilton.    Baronage  of 

66.  ipeaking  of  tlie  Itate   ud  de-  Eaglaod,  rol.  i.  1615.  (bl.  716. 

■BeaooT  of  die  Englisb  fofilivei  on-  '  Tbe  lord  Cecil,  wbo  wai  created 

der  tbe  king  of  Spain's  £>n)inioD9,  earl  of  Saliibary  in  7605,  mid  lord- 

aayi,  "  Tbi*  air  Griffin  Markbam,  at  treaaurer,  apon  tbe  dritb  uf  Buck- 

"  bia  fint  arriral  in  Brnieli,  being  biirat,  earl  of  DorKt,  in   1608,  did 

"  kept   Dnder  by  tbe   Jesuits,    waa  very  much  eDgrnn  tbe  reveniiee  of 

■' driven  to  such  an  exigency,  that  be  tbe  crows,  a*  Ralcftfa  made  appear 

■'  vaa  cooatrained  to  pluck  oat  the  to  the  king  himaclf,  in  an  elcellant 

"  Inlaid  ailrer  of  tbe  bilta  of  hii  dialogue  be   dedicated  to  bia    na- 

"  aword,  to    biiy  flour  to   make  a  jeatyi  where,  among  the  particniafa 

"  haity-puddiog-  for  bia  dinner  :  but  of  Cecil'a  oeglectiDg  an  increaae  of 

"  he  aftnwards,"  aaya  the  tame  au-  4a,ocoJ.  to  tbe  king*!  eatate,  the  eoo- 

Ihor,  "  took  the  best  my  to  raiae  bia  (erring  a  ro,oooI.  fine  upon  Uevon- 

"lintuiiea;  bavlnf;  got  into  fHTOur  ahire  and  bia  miatreaa,  th«engr(Miii)f 

"  with  the  duke  of  Nubiirg«,  vbo  to  himaelf  many  goodly  maaon,  aud 
ccl' 
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Hit  cure 
of  qu««a 
Aooe. 


what  more  remains  of  this  lord  relating  to  our  present  his- 
txsry,  we  may  observe,  that  some  years  after  their  confine- 
ment Ral^h  is  said  to  have  himself  procured  a  reexamina- 
tion of  Cobham,  and  to  have  been  absolutely  cleared  by 
him.  But  the  practices  which  were  used  against  him  there- 
in are  represented  so  foul  and  wicked,  as  to  have  pven 
some,  whose  interest  it  was  to  favour  the  administraticms  of 
these  times,  occaidon  to  suspect  the  assertion ;  thou^  it  is 
corroborated  by  several  material  circumstances,  as  well  as 
the  testimony  of  coeval  writers.  The  author,  in  whom  we 
first  meet  with  this  passage,  and  whose  shorter  account  of 
it  is  before  related,  to  shew  that  Ral^h'^s  life  was  surrepti- 
tiously taken  away,  gives  it  us  again  more  circumstantially, 
and  as  a  true  story,  thus;  **  Queen  Anne,  that  brave  prin- 
'*  cess,  was  in  a  desperate,  and  some  believed  incurable  dis- 
^*  ease,  whereof  the  physcians  were  at  the  furtliest  end  of 
<^  thdr  studies  to  find  the  cause,  at  a  nonplus  for  the  cure. 
^^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  being,  by  his  long  studies,  an  ad- 
'^  mirable  chymistS  undertook  and  performed  the  cure^; 


the  exchange  of  Theobald's  for  Hat- 
field, which  the  greatest  subject  or 
favoarite  qaeen  Elizabeth  had,  never 
darst  have  named  to  her ;  he  further 
Instances,  that  "  it  had  been  an 
*<  honest  service  to  the  king,  to  have 
<*  also  added  7000^  lands  of  the  lord 
"  Cobham*s,  with  his  woods  and 
"  goods,  worth  30,000/.  more.  For 
"  those  lands,  remidningwith  George 
**  Brook's  children  bat  daring  their 
**  lives,  had  been  the  lung's  for  ever 
"  in  effect ;  hot  to  wrest  them  from 
**  the  king,  and  draw  the  inheritance 
**  upon  himself,  the  treasurer  per- 
**  suaded  his  majesty  to  relinquish 
**  his  interest  for  a  petty  sum  of  mo- 
"  ney ;  and,  that  there  might  be  no 
**  counter-working,  he  sent  Brook 
**  six  thousand  pounds  to  make 
**  friends ;  whereof  lord  Hume  had 
**  two  thousand  pounds  back  again, 
**  Backhurst  and  Berwick  had  the 
**  other  four  thousand  pounds,  and 
**  the  treasurer  and  his  heirs  the  mass 
**  of  land  for  ever."  What  then  came 
to  the  king  by  this  confiscation  ? 
(says  one  of  the  correspondents  in 


the  said  dialogue.)  *<  His  m^ealj/* 
answers  the  other,  **  by  aU  tfaoae 
**  goodly  possessions,  woods,  and 
'*  goods,  loses  five  hundred  pounds  a 
"  year,  which  he  gives  in  pennon  to 
**  Cobham,  to  maintain  him  in  pri- 
«8on."  See  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
Prerogative  of  Parliaments,  in  his 
Remains,  last  edit.  p.  349,  Ac 

*  The  author  here  quoted  seems 
to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  character,  by  this 
circumstance;  for  there  is  still  in 
b^ng  a  volume  of  Cbymical  and  Me- 
dicinal Preparations,  in  Ralegh's  own 
handwritiug,  as  will  more  partim- 
larly  be  observed  a  few  pages  further. 

^  The  author  of  Aulicus  Coqoi- 
naris  thinks  he  sufiiciently  answers 
this  passage,  where  he  toys,  p.  97. 
"  the  queen  was  never  cured  olf  her 
*<  disease,  but  by  death,  that  ends  all 
<<  maladies.*'  Now  the  disease  which 
this  queen  Anne  died  of  was  a  drop- 
sy, but  not  till  after  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's death,  and  above  fifteen  year 
after  Uiis  his  imprisonment ;  whereas 
the  disease  from  which  Ralegh 
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"  for  which  he  would  receive  no  other  reward,  but  that  bo- 
"  majesty  would  procure,  that  certain  lords  might  be  Bent  to 
"  eumioe  CobHam,  whether  he  had  accused  sir  Walter  Ra- 
"  legh  of  treason  at  an;  time  under  bis  band  P  the  king,  at 
"  the  queen^s  request,  (and  in  justice  could  do  no  less,)  sends 
"  some  IwdB  and  others  of  the  council,  (which,  as  our  au- 
"  thor  goes  on,  were  the  duke  of  Lenox,  Salisbury,  Wor- 
"  cester,  Sufiblk,  sir  Greorge  Carew,  and  sir  Julius  Csesar,) 
"  to  demand  of  Cobham,  whether  be  had  not,  under  his 
"  hand,  accused  sir  Walter  Ralegh  at  Winchester,  upon 
"  that  treason  he  was  amugncd  for  F  Cobham  did  protest, 
"  Never,  nor  could  he  ^ ;  hut,"  said  he,  "  that  villiun  Wade 
"  did  often  solicnt  me,  and,  not  prevailing  that  way,  got  me, 
"  by  a  trick,  to  write  my  name  upon  a  piece  of  white  paper, 
"  wluch  I,  thinking  nothing,  did;  so  that,  if  any  charge 
"  came  under  my  hand,  it  was  foiled  by  that  villain  Wade, 
"  by  writing  something  above  my  hand,  without  my  coa> 
"sent  or  knowledge''.  These  six  returning  to  the  king, 
"  the  rest  made  Salisbury  thdr  spokesman,  who  said ;  Sir, 
*'  my  lord  Cobham  hath  made  good  all  that  ever  he  wrote 
"  or  said.  Where  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  was  but  an 
«  equivocating  trick  in    Salisbury ;  for  it  was  true,  that 

eorettA  htr  was  ■  fever,  u  Dr.  Wei-     land,  and  her  ton  Jamei,  4I0.  1656. 


■on'i  hiilorT  of  king  James,  la  the 
nnie  [Jaee  be  uy«,  it  waiaome  time 
bdbn  tbe  Ulneo  of  priuce  Henry. 
And  Camden,  in  hia  Atmali  of  kiiif; 
Jamei,  telling  ut,  when  air  Jnliiu 
Caaar  wm  made  a  privf'coanaellor, 
we  mar  cimcliide  thia  care  wu  per- 
fiirnwd  between  tbe  yean  1607  and 

'  Thna  mncb  ia  confirmed  by  an- 
other writer,  vto  obaervet,  '■  that 
"  Raleffa  and  Cobham  beiag  pri- 
"  •DDen,  upon  tbe  auit  of  queen 
"  Anne,  (who  was  thereunto  preiied 
"  bT  ur  Walter  Ralegh,)  Cobham 
"  waa  reeiamined  before  lome  of 
"  tbe  lords  of  the  caunril  at  the 
"  Tower,  and  did  clear  sir  Walter 
"  Ralegli  from  all  treasons  wbatso- 
"  erer."  Obaervntiona  upon  aome 
penoDS  and  paaiagea  in  the  Com- 
plete Hiatory  of  Idiiry  queen  of  Scot- 


*  An  autlior  before  cited  baa  at- 
tempted to  disprOTC  this  parlieular 
tbas ;  "  How  conld  Wade  tamper 
■■  with  Cobham  to  write  bis  Daine  to 
<•  a  blank,  to  wbicb  Wade  framed  tbe 
'■  accuaation  against  Rale];li ;  when 
"  it  appears  Cobham  nrrer  signed 
"  at  all  to  his  eiamiaatioos  P"  Au- 
lie.  Coqain.  p.  igo.  Bat  it  ia  plain 
thU  trick  nf  Wade's,  if  such  be  com- 
mitted, could  nut  be  meant  of  Cob- 
ham's  enininations,  for  they  were 
taken  at  Richmond  and  at  London  ; 
but  tlie  qneation  pat  here  wai,  whe- 
ther Cobham  had  not,  under  hia  hand, 
accused  air  Walter  Ralegh  at  Wln- 
cheater  ?  which  could  lelate  only  (a 
tbia  letter  of  accusation  before  QtuMed, 
which  was  subscribed  with  Cobham'a 
name,  and  pretended  to  be  written 
by  him   tbe  night  before   Rahffa's 
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^^  Cobbam  had  made  good  whatever  he  had  writ,  but  never 
*^  wrote  any  thing  to  accuse  Ralegh  ;  by  which  you  see  the 
*^  baseness  of  this  lord,  the  credulity  of  the  king,  and  the 
*^  ruin  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  ^."^  As  for  the  miserable  end 
this  lord  Cobham  made,  the  same  author  relates  it  ^ ;  and  it 
is  also  confirmed  by  others,  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  these  times,  and  from  whom  we  learn,  that 
Cobham  siurvived  not  sir  Walter  Ralegh  above  two  est  three 
months  8. 

But  to  return  to  more  early  passages  in  Ral^fa'*8  impri- 
sonment, and  to  consider  his  state,  as  it  appears  at  hia  en- 
trance therein,  we  may  very  easily  believe  he  was  at  first 
in  very  great  trouble  to  be  so  suddenly,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner, deprived  of  power,  fortune,  liberty,  and  reputation; 
but  find  nothing  to  confirm  the  extraordinary  dejection  one 
writer,  who  has  been  before  spoken  of,  describes  him  under; 
where  he  says,  ^^  In  the  public  joy  and  jubilee  of  the  whole 
'*  realm,  when  favour,  peace,  and  pardon  were  offered  even 
**  to  offenders;  he,  who  in  wit,  in  wealth,  in  courage,  was 
^Mnferior  to  few,  fell  suddenly  (he  cannot  tell  how)  into 
'^  such  a  downfall  of  despair,  that  his  greatest  enemies  would 


*  Sir  ADthony  Weldon's  Court  and 
Cbnracter  of  King  James,  p.  38, 39, 
40. 

f  He  tells  08,  that,  <*  as  lord  Grey 
.  '*  died  pitied,  Cobham  died  scorned, 
*'  and  his  death  as  base ;  for  he  died 
«  lousy,  for  want  of  apparel  aud  li- 
"  nen  ;  aud  had  starred,  had  not  a 
'<  trencher-scraper,  some  time  his 
*'  senraut  in  court,  relieved  him  with 
*'  scraps,  in  whose  bouse  he  died, 
**  being  so  poor  a  house,  as  he  was 
*^  forced  to  creep  up  a  ladder  into  a 
"  little  hole  to  his  chamber ;  which 
*'  was  a  strange  judgment  and  un- 
"  preoedented  for  a  man  of  seven 
**  thousand  pounds  per  annum ;  and 
"  of  a  personal  estate  of  thirty  thou- 
**  sand  pounds ;  of  all  which  the  king 
"  was  so  cheated,  (or  of  what  should 
*'  have  escheated  to  him,)  that  he 
*'  could  not  give  him  any  mainte- 
**  nance,  as  in  all  cases  the  king 
**  does,  unless  out  of  his  own  reve- 
**  nue  of  the  crown ;  which  was  the 


**  occasion  of  this  lord's  want,  (his 
"wife  being  very  rich,  and  would 
**  not  give  him  the  crumbs  that  foU 
'*  from  her  table :)  and  this  was  a  just 
**  judgment  of  God  on  him.**  IIibs 
Weldon,  p.  37.  &c.  Osborne  alao, 
much  to  the  same  sense,  tells  oa, 
from  the  authority  of  William  earl  of 
Pembroke,  '*  that  Cobbam  died  in  a 
*'  room  ascended  by  a  ladder,  at  a 
"  poor  woman's  bouse  in  the  Mioo- 
*'  ries,  formerly  his  laundress,  rather 
**  of  hunger,  than  of  any  more  nato- 
*'  ral  disease.  Thus  miserable  was 
*  his  fate,  in  meeting  with  a  prince 

so  inconsiderably  profuse  to  stran- 
"  gers,  that  he  forgot  the  owner,  not 
**  leaving  him  wherewithal  to  buy 
**  bread:  an  impiety  not  found  among 
«  infidels,  who  ever  deemed  it  kss 
"  injustice  to  take  away  life,  thoji 
«  the  means  to  maintain  it.*' 

f  Camden's  Annals  of  King  James, 
and  Dugdale's  Baronage. 
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"  not  have  wished  him  so  much  hai-m,  as  he  would  have 
'*  done  himself'' ;"  for  we  have  seen  he  had  enenuee',  who 
would  have  done  him  the  injury  that  could  not  be  ex- 
ceeded, had  not  the  king  in  Bome  degree  of  justice,  ratlier 
thim  mercy  to  him,  interposed,  and  secured  him,  as  well 
from  being  quite  destroyed  by,  as  taking  revenge  on  them: 
beudes,  that  letter  to  his  wife  before  mentioned,  when  his 
fate  appeared  nearest  and  most  unavoidable  to  him,  de- 
monstrates the  firmness  and  fortitude  of  a  man,  who  could 
receive  death  as  an  acquaintance,  rather  than  a  stranger,  or 
one,  who,  having  so  often  gone  to  face  him  am<Kig  the  foes 
to  his  country  abroad,  could,  with  equal  steadiness  and 
composure  of  mind,  meet  him  from  those  at  home.  Indeed, 
the  affairs  of  a  person  who  had  such  various  and  extensive 
dealings  or  commerce  with  mankind,  could  not  but  be  satae- 
what  perplexed  and  embarrassed,  upon  a  fall  so  sudden  and 
precipitous;  therefore,  to  find  him  employing  agmts  for 
GollecUng  in  debts,  and  satisfying  creditors,  is  to  be  expected. 
Thus,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  ur  Michael  Hext,  he  denres 
him  to  spare  John  Shellbury  for  a  little  time,  he  being 
bound  for  him  in  a  sum  <^  fifteen  hundred  pounds;  and,  if 
he  waft  restrained,  so  that  he  could  not  recover  the  win&- 
arrearages,  which  (as  we  find  from  HalegVs  letter  before  to 
his  wife)  would  clear  all  his  debts,  they  must  remain  unpaid. 
The  date  endorsed  upon  this  letter,  probably  hy  nr  ATi- 
duel  himself,  is  November  12, 1604'.  In  the  middle  of 
February  following,  we  find  a  gnmt  made  by  the  king,  to 
that  John  Shellbury  and  anoth^  person,  to  this  ef^ct : 
"  That  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  lat«  of  Sherborne,  Sic.  being  at- 
*'  tainted  t^  hi^  treason^  whereby  all  his  goods  and  chat- 
"  tels,  real  and  personal,  moveable  and  immoveable,  debts, 
"  duties,  sums  of  money,  bonds,  &c.  are  forfeited :  his 
"  majesty  therefore,  in  consideration  that  the  said  debts, 
"  which  sir  Walter  Ralegh  did  truly  owe  before  the  said 
"  attainder  and  convicUon,  may  be  justly  and  truly  paid; 

^  sir  JohuHuriuBftoa'iBrief  View     Heit,  the  origioal  in  tbe  cboioe  aoil 
of  the  Cbnrcb,  p.  93.  valnahle  Ubntiy  of  June*  Wert,  eiq. 

•»r  Walter  RaJegfa  to  iLrHit^Mcl     F.R.8. 
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**  as  also  for  the  help  and  maintenance  of  dame  Elizabeth 
<*  his  wife,  his  child,  and  family ;  and  for  other  coosidera- 
<*  tions,  grants  to  John  Shellbury  and  Robert  Smith  of 
**  London,  gentlemen,  all  the  said  goods  S^  &c. 

Thus  we  see  a  great  distinction  made  already  between 
him  and  Cobham,  and  shall  find  more  favour  extending  to- 
wards him  in  a  little  while.  It  is  said  to  be  much  owing  to 
the  earnest  and  unwearied  intercessions  of  his  lady  at  court, 
who,  that  she  might  be  more  serviceable  to  him,  soon  afta* 
he  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  petitioned  the  king,  that 
she  might  be  a  prisoner  with  her  husband,  or  live  with  him 
there  in  his  confinement;  and  her  request  was  granted. 
Here,  manifestly  after  the  grant  aforesaid  to  Raleg^''s 
trustees,  because  that  mentions  but  one  of  his  sons,  she  was 
delivered  of  the  other,  and  he  was  christened  Carew,  who 
u  younger  was  yet  bom,  as  authors  compute,  within  the  year  above 
°  ^'°'  mentioned.  To  this  satisfaction,  Raiegh  had  others  after- 
wards, which  greatly  alleviated  the  loss  of  his  liberty ;  so 
that  his  restraint,  which  was  intended  as  a  mortification,  his 
prudence  in  time  so  converted,  that  it  proved  only  a  retire- 
ment, or  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  a  domestic  life ;  and  he  fdt 
certain  comforts  arise  from  the  constant  company  of  his  lit- 
tle family,  which,  in  the  pomp  of  courts,  the  pride  of  con- 
quests, the  glory  of  discoveries,  and  the  sweetness  of  free- 
dom itself,  he  had  never  tasted.  But  this  tranquDIity  ap- 
pears not  to  have  suddenly  arrived,  being  for  a  while  di- 
vested of  all  his  estate ;  and  having  some  contentions  at  law 
with  those  who  were  considerably  indebted  to  him,  and  could 
not  otherwise  be  brought  to  account ;  one  instance  whereof 
we  have  in  William  Sanderson  the  elder,  **  who  was  of  kin 
^^  to  Ralegh^;  and,^  as  we  are  told,  *^  in  the  time  of  his  pros- 


■  De  Concessiooe  Johanni  Shel- 
bery  et  Roberto  Smyth,  de  bonis  et 
catallis  qua  fuerunt  Walteri  Ralegh 
militis  aUincti.  In  Rymcr's  Fce- 
dera,  torn.  i6.  fol.  569. 

**  For  the  said  William  Sanderson 
the  elder,  who  was  much  engaged 
among  the  merchant-adrenttirers  in 
queen  Elisabeth's  reign,  and  one  of 


her  commissioners  for  the  Spanish 
prize-goods ;  also  of  note  for  the 
great  globes,  which,  by  his  encoa- 
ragemeot,  were  brought  to  perfec- 
tion ;  married,  about  the  year  i57t» 
Margaret  Snedale,  or  Snowdale,  the 
daughter  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  sister 
Mary,  by  her  husband  Hugh  Snedale*  a 
commander  in  the  queen's  royal  navy. 
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'*  perity  and  greatness,  was  his  servant,  intrusted  with  re- 
*'  caving  great  sums  of  money  for  him  out  of  his  office  of 
"  wines,  and  his  other  placed,  by  which  he  became  in  arrear 
"  to  Ralegh  in  divers  great  sums;  which,  after  his  trou- 
"  bles,  he  sent  for  to  Sanderson,  who  was  so  far  ft^m  pay- 
"  ing  them,  that  he  pretended  Ralegh  ^ould  owe  him  two 
*'  thousand  pounds :  whereupon  sir  Walter,  in  great  anger, 
"  commenced  a  suit  agunst  Sanderson,  which  was  managed 
"  by  his  servant  and  Boli(ntor  John  Shellbury ;  and  San- 
"  dersoo  being  overthrown,  and  found  in  arrear  to  Ralegh 
«  in  very  great  sums,  was  cast  into  priscHi,  where  he  died  « 
"  beggar.  Hence  sprung  all  the  spleen  and  malice  of  Wil- 
"  liam  Sanderson  the  younger  (in  bis  history  of  king  Jameses 
'*  reign)  towards  sir  Walter  Ralegh,'"  as  the  author  of  the 
pamphlet  whence  this  passage  b  extracted,  and  which  was 
written  many  years  after  Ralegh^s  death,  to  detect  the  er- 
rors and  falnties  in  that  history,  continues'^.  Now  this  ex- 
posure both  of  that  author's  father  and  his  own  history,  bo 
enraged  the  son,  that  be  forthwith  published  on  answer  to 
the  said  pamphlet,  in  which  he  not  only  endeavours  to  sup- 
port what  he  had  written  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  hb  history, 
though  with  no  authorities  or  satisfactory  reasons,  but  falls 
most  foully  upon  Carew  Ralegh,  as  if  he  was  the  author  <^ 
the  pamphlet  aforesiud  agiunst  his  hbtory;  and  that,  with 
such  womanish  spleen  and  slander  as  might  have  betrayed, 
had  not  himself  owned,  that  his  wife  had  a  hand  in  writing 
it  But  of  the  passage  here  last  quoted,  though  he  con- 
tradicts several  particulars,  he  does  not  deny  the  main 
point;  which  is,  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  now  after  hb  re- 
prieve, did  commence  suits  by  Shellbury  against  his  father, 
which  might  naturally  sharpen  the  son's  pen,  and  warp  his 
impartiality,  when  he  was  representing  him  in  his  history, 
and  the  rather  if  Ralegh  was  such  a  debtor  besides  to  his 
father,  as  he  describes  him''.    But,  whoever  was  the  author 

u  wc  anther  from  ■  pRmphlct  writ-  M>ry  queen  of  SfollBDd,iDdber  Mn 

ten  by  thrir  aon  Williun  Sandenoo,  Jamei,  &c.  p.  i. 
more  particnlvly  memioDed  *  liule         '  See  an  niuwer  lo  ■  icuirilont 

lower.  pamphlet,  eDt)tled,Ulner*atiOR«  apoo 

*  "■"  "      "■  Ibe  hiUory  of  a  complete  History,   Ac.  of  Muy 
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of  those  observations  on  the  said  history,  he  has  not  iiHwe 
unfavourably  treated  it,  than  others  who  examined  it  aiter- 
wards^. 

When  Ralegh  had  got  over  these  troublesome  oontests,  all 
things  appeared  for  a  while  about  him  as  serene,  as  in  such 
a  gloomy  state  could  be  hoped  for;  and  he,  who  kitely  was 
upon  the  very  brink  of  dissolution,  had  all  his  offices,  lands, 
and  goods  seized  upon,  and  was  himself  committed  a  dose 
prisoner,  had  not  only  his  life  reprieved,  and  his  confinement 
sweetened  with  some  degrees  of  latitude,  but  even  his  estate 
also  restored  to  him.  For  these  lands  (as  should  have  been 
before  observed,  had  Carew  Ralegh'^s  case,  whereof  I  had 
then  but  an  imperfect  extract,  been,  as  it  is  now,  at  band) 
were  actually  made  over  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  his  son, 
both  inheritance  and  fee,  before  queen  Elizabeth  died,  as 


queen  c^  Scotland,  and  her  son  king 
James,  &c.  by  William  Sanderson, 
esq.  4to.  1656. 

•  The  character  be  gives  of  San* 
derson's  said  history  of  king  James 
is  as  follows:  '<  His  whole  history 
*'  is  a  rhapsody  of  notes  and  scat- 
"  tered  papers  from  other  men,  col- 
**  lected  without  order  or  method ; 
"  exceedingly  defective  both  in  time, 
**  place,  and  nominations ;  and  writ- 
<*  ten  in  so  unseemly  and  disjointed 
«  a  style,  that  you  may  easily  per- 
**  ceive  he  has  taken  up  other  men's 
**  words  without  understanding  their 
"  matter;  and  unless  it  be  where  he 
"  rails  on  persons  of  honour,  (which 
"  he  does  plainly  and  often,  though 
"  sometimes  very  falsely,)  his  lan- 
''  guage  is  dark,  harsh,  and  nnintel- 
<•  ligible."  Dr.  Heylin  thought  this 
character  so  just,  that  he  has  recited 
it  in  his  Survey  of  Sanderson's  his- 
tory of  Charles  I.  annexed  to  his  ad- 
vertisements on  the  said  author's 
history  of  the  queen  of  Scots  and 
king  James,  in  hiH  Examen  Histori- 
cum  before  mentioned ;  and  further 
confirms  it  with  this  character  of  his 
own :  **  Sanderson's  method  is  in- 
'*  tricate  and  perplexed,  backwards 
*'  and  forwards,  without  care  of  time 
"  or  order;  telling  the  same  thing 
"  over  and  over,  and  many  times 


"  disagreeing  in  one  place,  tnm  tint 
*'  which  was  afllrmed  in  matoAter : 
**  his  language  rough  and  onpolisbed 
**  in  most  parts  of  the  book,  and  in 
**  some  parts  nngrammatical ;  wo 
**  that  no  sense  can  be  picked  oat  of 
**  it,  but  by  circnmstanceSy  and  te 
**  the  way  of  conjecture  only."  A 
little  further  he  also  gives  it  as  the 
opinion  of  a  judicious  friend,  **  That 
"  Sanderson  writes  nothing  like  an 
"  historian,  either  for  style  or  oom« 
'*  posure :  his  sentences  many  tioMi 
**  nonsense,  and  his  digressions  te> 
**  dions  and  impertinent" 

And  Dr.  Welwood,  in  his  Notes  on 
Wilson's  history  of  king  James, 
says,  nothing  could  enhance  tbe  va- 
lue of  it  more  than  **  a  most  wretch- 
**  cd  one  published  by  one  William 
"  Sanderson  ;  who  pretends,  in  teve- 
**  ral  places,  to  some  secret  memoirs 
**  or  discourses  with  great  men,  to 
**  make  good  the  passages  of  his  bia- 
**  tory.  But  the  truth  is,  the  whole 
**  is  nothing  else  but  an  ill-compiled 
"collection  out  of  otlier  authors; 
**  wherein  he,  for  the  most  part,  mis- 
"  takes  or  perverts  their  meaning. 
"  In  cursorily  reading  over  this  his- 
tory, I  have  sometimes  taken  no- 
tice of  above  four  or  five  gross  er- 
rors, either  in  names,  things,  or 
chronology,  in  one  single  page.*' 


(( 
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formerly  was  also  the  lease  for  years^;  so  that,  as  he  ob> 
serves  again  in  another  place,  **  being  entailed  on  nr  Wol- 
"  ter's  heirs,  he  could  not  forfeit  them,  but  during  his  own 
"  life;  and  the  king,  finding  in  himself  the  iniquity  of  sir 
*'  Waltei'''s  condemnation,  gave  him  all  what  he  had  £ar- 
"  feited  againS."  Herewith  agrees  likewise  rar  John  Har- 
rington, who  not  only  tells  us  by  whose  mediation  Ralej^ 
recovered  his  said  estate,  and  his  enlargement  in  prison,  but 
how  laudably  he  employed  himself  there  at  the  time  of  this 
author^s  writing,  which  might  be  about  the  year  1607; 
where  be  says,  "  God  put  it  inlC  the  king's  mind,  against 
"  man's  expectation,  to  save  his  life ;  and  since,  by  the  suit 
"  of  his  faithful  wife,  both  to  preserve  his  estate,  and  to 
"  ease  his  rettrunt,  in  such  sort  as  many  who  are  at  liboty 
'*  taste  not  greater  comforts  tfaan  he  doth  in  prison;  bang 
"  not  barred  of  those  companions,  (meaning  books,)  that  be 
"  may,  and  perhaps  does,  take  more  true  comfort  in  them, 
"  than  ever  he  took  of  faia  courtly  companions  in  his  cbiefeat 
"  bravery**," 

But  this  prospect  was  soon  overcast ;  for  there  was  a 
young  Scotchman,  named  Robert  Car,  who,  sotm  after  the 
said  restitution,  sprang  up  in  great  favour  at  court ;  and, 
having  no  fortune  of  his  own,  it  was  contrived  by  those  who 
bad  gaped  in  vain  for  Ralegh's  estate  themselves,  to  lay  the 
found^ion  of  this  favourite's  future  greatnessuponhisruin: 
for,  being  thus  frustrated  of  the  effects  of  sir  Walter's  at- 
tainder, they  pretended  to  find  a  flaw  in  his  last  convey- 
ance of  the  fee  and  inheritance  of  Sherborne  to  his  son ; 
and  to  this  purpose  an  information  was  exhibited  in  the  ex- 
chequer by  the  attorney-general  Hobart,  to  which  Ral^h 
put  in  his  answer;  and  therein  the  said  grant  (x  convey- 
ance was  set  forth  to  be  made  over,  as  above :  yet,  for  want 
of  a  single  word,  (which  was  found  notwithstanding  in  the 
paper-book,  and  was  only  the  oversight  of  the  clerk,)  they 

'Carev  Ralegfa'g  c**e  at  the  com*  awtv  of  the  Undi  andnitle  of  Shcr- 

millee,  for  ule  of  ddinqueDta'  ea-  borne  in  Donetihire,  &c.  4to.  1669. 

tules,  MS.  btfart  quoled.  p.  6. 

•  A  Brief  RcUlfam  of  Sir  Walter  ^  Brief  View  of  the  Stale  of  the 

Rale)j:li'B  Tronblei ;  with  the  takiofc  Church  of  England,  p.  93, 94. 
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And  taken  pronounced  the  conveyance  invalid,  and  Sherborne  abflo- 

away  again,  jy^jy  forfeited  to  the  crown ;  a  judgment  to  be  foreseen 

without  witchcraft;  since  his  chief  judge  was  his  greatest 

enemy,  and  the  case  argued  between  a  friendless  prisoner 

and  the  king  of  England  K  / 

Then  was  Sherborne  given  to  this  Car,  afterwards  earl  of 
Somerset.  The  lady  Ralegh  and  her  children  earnestly 
petitioned  the  king  for  compassion ;  but  could  now  obtain 
no  other  answer  from  him,  than  that  he  mun  have  the  land, 
he  mun  have  it  for  Car.  And  she,  a  woman  of  high  spirit, 
on  her  knees,  prayed  to  God,  that  he  would  punish  those 
who  had  thus  wrongfully  exposed  her  and  her  children  to 
ruin^.  We  have  an  elegant  letter  of  Ral^h'^s  extant,  to 
Car  himself,  upon  this  occasion;  but,  having  been  corruptly 
printed,  as  I  have  elsewhere  observed',  it  may  appear  fitxn 
several  ancient  manuscript  copies  more  correct,  as  follows: 
*^  After  some  great  losses,  and  many  years^  sorrows,  of  both 
'^  which  I  have  cause  to  fear  I  was  mistaken  in  the  end ; 
^*  it  is  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  yourself,  whom  I  know 
'^  not  but  by  an  honourable  fame,  has  been  persuaded  to 
"  give  me  and  mine  our  last  fatal  blow,  by  obtaining  from 
^^  hb  majesty  the  inheritance  of  my  children  and  nephews, 
*^  lost  in  the  law  for  want  of  a  word.  This  done,  there  re- 
*^  mains  nothing  with  me  but  the  name  of  life,  despoiled  of 
^*  all  else  but  the  title  and  sorrow  thereof.  His  majesty, 
"  whom  I  never  offended,  (for  I  ever  held  it  unnatural  and 

unmanly  to  hate  goodness,)  stayed  me  at  the  gravels  brink; 

not,  as  I  hope,  that  he  thought  me  worthy  of  many  deaths, 
'^  and  to  behold  all  mine  cast  out  of  the  world  with  myself; 


it 


u 


*  Thus  in  the  Brief  Relation  of  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  Troubles,  and  Ca- 
rew  Ralegh's  catie,  as  before.  Ra- 
legh has  himself  also  made  some 
sharp  reflections  upon  corrupt  judges 
for  their  deprivations  of  this  kind. 
In  his  Discourse  of  the  original  and 
misery  of  invasive  war,  p.  19. 

k  A  Brief  RelaUon  of  Sir  Walter 
Ralegh's  Troubles,  as  before,  p.  7. 

Mn  an  essay  on  epistolary  writ- 
ings, &c.  MS.  p.  31.  from  archbishop 


Tenison's  observation  in  his  Baro* 
niana,  printed  8vo.  1679.  p.  77. 
where,  speaking  of  the  corrupt  aiiid 
embased  copies,  from  which  several 
of  the  letters  in  the  Cabala  were 
printed,  he  gives  a  particular  instance 
in  this  letter  of  sir  Walter  Ralegfa'a 
to  sir  Robert  Car ;  having  compared 
it  with  the  original,  and  found  uo 
fewer  than  forty  diflferences  between 
them,  of  which  some  were  of  mo- 
ment. 
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^  but  as  a  king,  idso,  judging  the  poor  in  trutb,  has  re- 
^*  oeiyed  a  promise  from  Qoi,  thai  his  tknme  Jkatt  be  eHa-' 
Uished  Jbr  ever.  And  for  yourself,  sir,  seeing  jomr 
fair  di^  »  but  now  in  the  dawn,  and  mine  drawn  to  the 
evenmg^  joor  own  Tiitues  and  the  king^s  grace  assuring 
^  you  cf  many  favours  and  much  honour,  I  beseech  you 
not  to  begin  yout  first  building  upon  the  ruins  of  the  in^ 
noeent;  and  that  ibeir  sorrows,  with  nmie^  may  not  at- 
tend your  first  ptoHtadon^  I  hav^  beok  ever  bound  to^ 
your  natfodi,  as  weD  for  many  othor  graces,  as  for  their 
true  report  of  my  trial  to  his  majesty,  against  whom  had 
I  beenr  fbund  malignant,  the  hearing  of  Wy  cause  wouM 
not  have  dianged  enemies  into  finemk,  ttaHBna^  into  oonk. 
^'  pBsflifoii,  and  the  minds  ctf  the  greatest  number  present 
^  into  the  commiseration  of  my  state.  It  is  not  the  nature 
*^  of  foul  treason  to  beget  sudi  feir  pasrions ;  neither  could 
it  agree  with  the  duty  and  loye  of  faithful  sul]^ts,  espe- 
cially of  your  nation,  to  bewail  bis  overthrow,  whcr  had 
conspired  gainst  their  most  liberal  Had  natural  lord.,  i 
'^  therefore  txoist,  sir,  that  you  wfll  not  be  the  first  that 
shall  kill  us  outright,  cut  down  the  tree  with  the  fruit, 
and  undergo  their  corse,  who  enter  the  field  of  the  fa^ 
therless ;  whidi,  if  it  please  you  ta  know  the  truth,  is  far 
'^  less  fruitful  in  value  than  in  fame :  but  that  so  worthy  a 
^^  gentleman  as  yoursdf  will  ratber  bind  us  to  your  sa-vice, 
**  being,  sir,  gentlemen,  not  base  in  birth  or  alliance,  who 
have  interest  therein ;  and  myself,  with  my  utmost  thank- 
fulness, will  ever  remain  ready  to  obey  your  command- 
<<  ments.^  This  letter,  in  one  or  two  old  copies,  is  dated 
December  1608™.  But  this  so  little  prevailed  upon  Car, 
or  any  other  applications  Rale^  m|^ht  make  to  the  king, 
with  his  majesty  himself ;  that  besides  Sherborne,  and  the 
manors  belonging  to  it,  those  other  lands  which  Ralegh  him* 
self  had  purchased,  called  Pinford  and  Primesly,  Barton, 
and  the  manors  appertaining  also  thereunto,  forfeited  with 

"■  One  copy  is  in  a  thin  folio  vo-      Hans  Sloane ;  and  the  other,  in  the 
lome  of  air  Walter  Ralph's  letten,     library  of  James  West,  esq. 
among  the  MS.  oolIectKms  of  sir 
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the  rest  by  his  attainder,  were  also  granted  the  following 
year,  1609)  or  the  seventh  of  his  majesty"*s  reign,  to  the  said 
favourite  ". 
How  moch  But  now,  or  not  long  after,  Ralegh  was  grown  into  high 
{[h^^Qce^^teem  with  that  great  hope  and  heir  of  these  kingdoms, 
of  Wales,  prince  Henry  Frederick,  the  king^s  eldest  son,  who,  being 
satisfied  of  his  loyalty,  and  well  informed  of  his  great  quali- 
fications and  experience  in  civil  and  military  afiairs,  with  his 
hazardous  services  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  bis  country, 
no  less  than  his  many  public-spirited  adventures,  both  to 
enlarge  and  enrich  it,  testified  not  his  own  merits  more  in 
4my  one  particular,  than  in  distingubhing  those  of  m  Wal- 
ter Ralegh ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  many  little  envious 
detractions  of  some  undermining  courtiers  about  him,  did 
both  encourage  his  epistolary  addresses  to  him  frcmi  the 
Tower,  and  send  for  his  counsel  or  opinion  upon  several 
emergent  occasions.  It  was  perhaps  one  of  the  brightest 
rays  in  the  shining  orb  of  this  rare  princess  actions,  that  he 
never  left  invading  the  king  with  the  most  persuasive  solici- 
tations, that  he  would  bestow  Sherborne  upon  him,  with 
fiill  design  to  return  it  to  its  just  owner,  till  his  majesty  at 
last  granted  his  request :  but  by  what  cruel  fate  Ral^h'^s 
hopes  were  eclipsed  again,  and  indeed  those  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  we  shall  suddenly  hear. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  must  here  endeavour  to  ^ve  such 
light  of  that  intercourse  which  passed  between  the  said 
prince  Henry  and  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  as  those  letters  and 
discourses  which  he  addressed  to  his  highness,  and  are  ex- 
tant, will  afibrd.  And  first,  when  he  found  how  commenda- 
bly  the  prince  was  inclined  to  the  studies  of  navigation ;  how 
much  delighted  he  was  with  a  view  of  the  fleet  at  Chatham ; 
how  inquisitive,  or  desirous  to  inform  himself,  by  consulta- 
tion with  the  most  ex^rienced  commanders,  in  the  know- 
ledge of  building  ships  most  artfully,  fitting  them  out  most 
commodiously,  sailing  them  most  dexterously,  and  fighting 
with  them  most  successfully,  in  order  to  execute  those  great 

*•  Carew  Ralegh's  Gate,  as  before. 
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designs  he  had  upon  the  West  Indies  and  Spain  itself,  when- 
ever the  king  thereof  should  give  cause  of  public  hostility, 
as  one  at  his  own  servants  acquaints  us,  and  would  have 
done  more  distinctly,  had  he  not  been  manacled  in  a  coiutly 
maxim  so  discrepant  with  all  personal  narrative.  That  to 
publish  particulars  agrees  not  with  rules  of  state  ^ ;  Ralegh 
composed  and  communicated  to  his  highness  several  trac- 
tates upon  these  subjects.  Such  was  his  letter  touching  the 
model  of  a  ship,  which  the  prince  intended  to  build  P ;  and 
such  his  disooiu'se  of  a  maritimal  voyage,  with  the  passages 
and  incidents  therein  <),  which  he  seconded  with  some  neces- 
sary observations  on  the  royal  navy  and  seaservice  %  also 
dedicated  to  his  highness ;  and  whermn  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  most  worthy  and  earnest  counsellor  of  the  prince,  to 
a  due  regard  and  r^ulation  thereof.  ^^  For,^  says  Ralegh  to  HU  adfice 
him,  in  answer  to  any  objection  that  might  be  made  to  the)|^J[^°^ 
maintenance  of  so  great  a  fleet,  in  the  perfection  and  readi-  roy^ 
ness  which  he  reconunends  now  in  times  of  peace,  **  though  "*^* 
^^  the  sword  is  put  into  the  sheath,  we  must  not  suffer  it  to 
*^  rust,  or  stick  so  fast  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  draw  it 
"  readily  when  need  requires.*"  And  a  little  further,  "  We 
<^  may  be  assured,  that  if  those  powerful  means,  whereby  we 
^^  reduced  our  enemies  to  the  courtesy  of  seeking  peace  of 
^^  us,  were  n^lected,  so  as  we  could  not  again,  upon  occa- 
<^  sion,  readily  assume  the  use  and  benefit  of  them,  as  we 
^^  have  done ;  those  proud  mastering  spirits,  finding  us  at 
**  such  advantage,  would  be  more  willing  to  shake  us  by  the 
^^  ears  as  enemies,  than  to  take  us  by  the  hands  as  friends. 
^^  Therefore,  far  be  it  from  our  hearts  to  trust  more  to  that 
^^  friendship  of  strangers,  which  is  but  dissembled  upon  po- 
^^  licy  and  neces^ty,  than  to  the  strength  of  our  own  forces, 
*'  which  has  been  experienced  with  so  happy  success.  I 
^^  confess  that  peace  is  a  blessing  of  God,  and  blessed  are 

"  A  Disconne  of  the  most  illustri-  p  In  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Remains, 

ous  prince    Henry,  late  prince  of  (last  edit.)  p.  i6o. 

Wales,  written   anno    1626,   by  sir  ^  Mentioned  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 

Charles  Cornwallis,  kt.  some  time  in  his  Observations  on   the   Royal 

treasurer  of   his  highness's   house.  Nary,  &c.  p.  i. 

Dedicated  to  prince  Charles  by  J.  B.  '  Printed  in  his  Essays,  8vx>.  1650. 


printed  4to.  1641.  p.  13, 13.  &c. 
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the  peacemakers;  therefore  doubtless  blessed  are  those 
<^  means  whereby  peace  is  gained  and  maintained.  For  w^ 
^*  we  know  that  God  works  all  things  here  among  ub  me« 
^^  diatelj,  and  by  a  secondary  means ;  the  which  mesns  of 
<^  our  defence  and  safety,  being  shipping  and  sea^fcnrccs,  are 
^*  to  be  esteemed  as  his  gifts ;  and  then  aolj  available  and 
^^  beneficial,  when  he  withal  vouchsafes  his  grace  to  use 
<<  them  aright  '.^  To  this  end  Ralegh  also  wrote  another  dis- 
course for  the  said  prince,  Of  the  Art  of  War  by  Sea  ^ :  but 
the  untimely  death  of  his  highness,  as  we  shall  too  soon  find, 
deprived  both  him  and  posterity  of  the  advantages  which  a 
subject  so  useful  and  uncommon,  from  an  author  so  able 
and  experienced,  did  promise. 

There  is  nothing  in  these  discourses,  or  any  other  I  have 
met  with,  which  shew  Ralegh  any  ways  concerned  in  writ- 
ing those  propositions  or  arguments  for  foreign  wars,  which 
were  delivered  to  prince  Henry  by  some  of  his  military  ser- 
vants, and  which  were  afterwards  abstractedly  published^ 
together  with  an  answer  at  large,  written,  very  oonfonnaUe 
to  the  taste  of  king  James,  by  the  learned  sir  Robert  Cot- 
ton" ;  though,  to  the  first  edition  of  this  treatise,  the  hock- 
sellers,  having  prefixed  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  jHcture,  have 
thereby  misled  some  writers  of  his  life  carelessly  to  insert 
this  book  into  the  catalogue  of  his  writings  \  It  is  true,  Ra- 
legh has  obliquely  and  subordinately  touched  this  branch  of 
the  subject  in  some  of  his  discourses  upon  war,  but  in  other 
arguments  than  are  here  answered,  nay,  after  this  answer 
was  written ;  nor  are  they  addressed  to  the  prince,  but  in- 
deed written  also  after  his  death  7,  In  some  places  he  has 
given  the  greatest  discouragements  to  a  military  life,  fix>m 

■  Printed  in  his  Essays,  8to.  p.  44.  lished  by  sir  John  Cotton,  bart.  Sto. 
&c.  1665.    But  this  second  edition  has 

'  Hereafter  mentioned  more  parti-  very  properly  excbanffed  sir  Walter 

cularly  in  the  catalogue  of  his  writ-  Ralegh's  picture  for  sir  Robert  Cot- 

ings.  ton's. 

■  Wars  with  foreign  princes  dau-  «  Anthony  Wood,  in  Athen.  Oxon. 
gerous,  or  reasons  for  foreign  wars  vol.  i.  col.  440.  and  Prince's  Worthies 
answered,  Svo.  165-,  reprinted  under  of  Devon,  fol.  541. 

the  title  of  an  Answer  to  such  motives         y  As  in  his  Discourse  of  the  orin- 

_  •      a  .       .  ....  ....  ^   O 


as  were  offered  by  certain  military     nal  and  miseries  of  inrasive  war,  Sro. 
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to  affiect  arms  more  than  peace,  pub- 
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knowii^  how  many  are  deluded  to  be  the  executioners  of 
other  men'^s  amtntion^  end  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  what 
they  should  not  venture  them  ' ;  yet  withal,  the  greater  dis- 
proportion of  honour  and  reward  which  attends  that  profe»- 
sion,  than  others  of  less  personal  hardship  and  danger,  as 
was  before  partly  observed  <^.  In  other  places  he  has  written 
against  wanton  and  causeless  invasions,  for  the  mare  sake  of 
brutish  and  vainglorious  victory ;  against  wa^ng  war  with 
our  enemies,  till  we  beat  the  art  of  it  into  them,  till  cowards 
are  learnt  to  be  courageous,  and  defenders  become  assailants  $ 
yet  has  elsewhere,  in  a  very  ingenious  similitude,  shewn, 
that  martial  pdicy  is  one  of  the  principal  supports  of  go* 
vernment^.  However^  when  a  prince  has  thereby  got  an** 
thority,  or  the  sharpest  means  in  his  power,  he  would  have 
the  mildest  use ;  and  the  one  acquired  in  full  strength,  only 
that  the  other  may  be  exercised  mth  perfect  safety  :  for  he 
ever  preferred  reason  and  love,  as  stronger  chains  of  govern-* 
ment  than  constraint  or  violence  S  and  thought  that  royal 
dealings  were  ever  surest  of  meeting  with  royal  success^!. 


*  His  words  are ;  **  It  may  be  af- 
<'  firmed,  the  number  of  those  that 
**  have  been  alanghtered  by  their  te]* 
**  low-creatores,  exceed  the  number 
**  of  all  the  inhabitants  that  ever 
**  were  at  ope  time  li? ing  upon  the 
**  face  of  the  earth ;  yet  very  few 
**  of  this  infinite  number,  thns  un- 
«  timely  slain,  were  ever  masters  of 
"  the  grounds  of  the  disputes  for 
"  which  they  snflTered,  or  tiie  tme  rea- 
"  son  of  tlieir  being  led  to  the  battle ; 
"  the  truth,  with  much  artifice,  being 
**  kept  finom  afl,  but  what  were  par- 
*'  ties  to  the  design  resolved  on. 
<<  What  dehided  wreldies  then  hare 
"  a  great  part  of  mankind  been,  who 
*'  hare  either  jrielded  themselves  to 
**  be  slain  in  eaoMS,  ^icfa,  if  truly 
"  known,  their  hearts  would  ablior, 
"  or  been  the  bloody  executioners  of 
'' other  men's  ambition !  It  is  a  hard 
"  fate  to  be  slain  for  what  a  man 
**  shoald  never  willingly  fight ;  yet 
**  few  soldiers  have  laid  themselves 
"  down  in  the  bed  of  honour  under 
**  better  drenmstances."  Ralegh's 
Three  Disoonnes,  p.  i  lo. 

■  From  Us  reflecttons  on  the  ira- 


happiness  of  a  military  profession,  in 
his  History  of  the  World,  lib.  5.  cap. 
0.  sect.  s« 

i>  It  is  as  follows :  «  They  say,  tiiiit 
"  the  goodliest  cedars,  which  gro# 
**  on  the  high  mountains  of  Libannsy 
'<  thrust  their  roots  between  the  clifts 
«  of  hard  rocks,the  better  to  bear  them- 
<'  selves  against  the  strong  storma 
**  that  blow  there.  As  nature  has 
**  instructed  those  kings  of  trees,  id 
**  has  reason  taught  the  kings  of  men 
"  to  root  themselves  In  m  batdy 
«  hearts  of  their  faithfiil  subjects* 
"  And  as  those  kings  of  trees  have 
"  large  tops,  so  have  the  kings  of 
*<  men  large  crowns :  whereof,  aa 
**  the  first  would  soon  be  broken  from 
**  their  bodies,  were  they  not  un&u^ 
**  borne  by  many  branclMBS ;  so  would 
*'  the  other  easily  totter,  were  thev 
«  not  £utened  on  their  beads  with 
'<  the  strong  chains  of  civil  justice 
<<  and  martial  discipline."  Ralegli^il 
Remains,  (last  edit.)  p.  116. 

*  Idem,  p.  119. 

*  Ralegh's  Ihrerogative  <ft  Parfi». 
ments,  in  the  said  edit  ot  Ms  Re- 
mains, p.  %$&. 
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Such  were  the  principles  sir  Walter  Ralegh  infused,  not 
only  into  the  prince  of  Wales,  but  all  other  readers,  through- 
out his  writings ;  and  agreeable  hereto  is  the  tencHr  of  that 
letter  he  wrote  to  the  said  prince,  August  the  ISth,  1611,  coa- 
ceming  the  most  eli^ble  power  in  an  English  sovereign ; 
And  con-    where  he  has,  with  the  spirit  of  a  true  patriot,  said,  *^  Let  me 
bc^^^f "  ^^^  doubt  but  all  plans,  which  do  not  carry  in  them  the  mu- 
goTem-      «  tual  happiness  of  prince  and  people,  will  appear  as  absurd 
^^  to  your  great  understanding,  as  disagreeable  to  your  noble 
"  nature  «." 

But  now  Ralegh^s  pen  was  engaged  upon  a  different  sub- 
ject in  the  princess  service,  and  by  his  command  :  for,  **  the 
^*  first  overtures  of  a  marriage  between  this  prince  and  the 
^<  eldest  daughter  of  Spain  bring  put  off^,^  the  like  motion 
was  now  made  by  the  Savoyan  ambassador,  not  only  for  a 
marriage  between  prince  Henry  and  a  daughter  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  but  for  another,  of  his  son  don  Phillibert,  piinoe 
of  Piedmont,  with  princess  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Elng- 
land.  Ral^h  wrote  two  discourses  upon  this  oocaaon  in 
the  year  last  mentioned ;  and  that  he  particularly  was  re- 
quested by  the  prince  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  said  offers, 
appears  in  his  introduction  to  the  first  of  those  discourses,  in- 
scribed to  some  minister  of  state  about  his  highness;  in 
which  Ralegh  has  so  notably  dbcovered  what  a  tool  for 
^'  avarice  and  ambition  most  of  the  catholic  princes  in  Eu- 
^'  rope  had  made  of  this  sacrament  of  matrimony  ;^  and 
how  notoriously  **  the  Castilians,  with  those  of  whom  these 
*^  princes  are  descended,  have  gotten  no  less  by  the  traffic 
<'  of  their  marriages,  than  they  have  done  by  the  trade  of 
**  thdr  Indies  ;^  that  I  wonder  these  excellent  political  dis- 
courses were  never  made  public,  for  the  more  easy  adver- 
tisement of  our  succeeding  princes  upon  this  topic.  The 
second  of  them,  upon  the  match  for  prince  Henry,  is  treated 
under  right  heads ;  and  in  the  fourth  page  of  it  Ral^h 
has  these  words :  *<  There  is  a  kind  of  noble  and  royal  de^ 

*  See  this  letter  of  sir  Walter  Ra-  f  Sir  William  ComwaUis's  Dis- 
legb  to  prince  Henry,  in  sir  Richant  course  of  the  most  illustrious  prince 
Steele's  Englishman,  8ro.  1 714.  p.  9.     Henry,  as  before,  p.  19.  &c. 
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ceiving  in  marriages  between  great  kings  and  princes; 
yea  it  is,  of  all  others^  the  fairest  and  most  unsuspected 
kind  of  betraying :  it  has  been  as  ordinary  among  them 
to  adventure  or  cast  away  a  daughter,  to  bring  some  pur- 
pose to  pass,  as  at  other  times,  for  saving  of  charges,  to 
^^  make  them  nuns.^  A  little  further,  having  represented 
the  duke  of  Savoy  so  tied  to  the  see  of  Rome,  both  by  re^ 
ligion  and  benefit,  that  he  could  no  more  be  separated  and 
subsist,  than  if  his  soul  was  divided  from  his  body,  he  goes 
on  thus,  more  directly,  concerning  the  marriage:  ^^  WhatHb ugu. 
^^  then  remains  of  profit  to  our  prince  by  this  alliance  ?  A  ^^  ^^ 
"  sum  of  money  and  a  beautiful  lady.  For  beauty,''  says  "»•*<*  P">- 
he,  ^^  it  was  never  more  cheap  in  any  age;  and  it  is  ever  his  high- 
"  better  loved  in  the  hope,  than  when  it  is  had.  For  the  "•"' 
"  mUlion  of  crowns  offered,  which  makes  but  two  of  our 
subsidies,  I  speak  it  confidently;  when  those  dukes,  lords, 
and  great  ladies,  who  will  attend  the  princess  in  her  pas- 
sage hither,  shall  be  all  presented  with  ^fts  according  to 
their  degrees  and  the  king's  honour ;  when  the  prepara- 
tions, triumphs,  and  feastings  are  paid  for,  there  will  no^ 
thing  remain  but  a  great  increase  of  charge,  and  per- 
^^  chance  a  great  deal  of  melancholy."  And  a  little  further, 
Ralegh  comes  closer  still,  to  the  prince  himself,  in  these 
words :  ^*  Now,  if  by  these  dislikes  of  the  former  alliances, 
*^  you  make  judgment  that  it  is  my  desire  that  the  prince 
^^  should  not  marry  at  all ;  I  say,  my  deare  is  not,  that  the 
prince  should  not  marry  at  all,  but  not  as  yet ;  and  I  am 
exceeding  sorry  that  the  prince  has  not  the  same  desire. 
For  seeing  his  majesty  is  yet  but  young,  and  by  God's 
*^  favour  like  to  live  many  years ;  and  that  his  highness,  if 
*^  he  should  now  marry,  may  have  many  children  bom  to 
him  before  he  be  thirty  years  old;  and  sedng  all  his 
children  shall  be  princes,  and  must  be  provided  for  as 
princes,  I  think  il  will  much  perplex  him  to  find  himself 
^'  so  environed,  till  his  majesty  has  somewhat  repaired  his 
estate,  and  provided  beautiful  gardens  to  plimt  these  olive 
branches  in.  While  the  prince  is  unmarried,  all  the  eyes 
of  Christendom  are  upon  him;  for,  with  what  king  soever 
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>^  he  shall  be  balanced,  he  will  cast  the  scale ;  but,  to  haye 
**  him  weighed  with  a  little  prince,  I  should  be  aorrj,  and 
<<  be  himsdf  will  be  as  sorry  after.  All  the  princes  in 
**  Christendom  wooed  Charles,  duke  of  Burgundy,  while 
<<  his  daughter  was  unmarried ;  and  while  our  prince  is  firee, 
*<  (our  enemies  not  knowing  upon  what  ground  to  fafoild 
*^  their  practices,)  his  majesty'^s  safety  is  in  the  mean  while 
<<  infinitely  assured ;  but,  the  prince  once  disposed  of,  they 
'<  will  presently  muster  our  forces,  measure  our  fortunes, 
^*  sound  us  to  the  bottom,  and  make  their  approaches  ac- 
'^  oordingly  :  they  will  then  say,  We  have  seen  the  utmost 
"  of  the  prince  of  Wales  T  Then  having  observed,  that 
^*  since  there  is  none  but  a  catholic  lady  for  us,  let  us  have  a 
*^  king  on  our  side,^  says  he,  *^  to  boot  :^  so,  in  consLderalion 
of  the  many  motives  to  enmity  between  France  and  Spain, 
which  he  enumerates,  as  also  the  many  obligations  wbidi 
France  then  lay  under,  of  gratitude  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  advantage  of  retaining  the  Netherlands^  he 
.proposes  the  daughter  of  the  French  king.  On  the  other 
side,  that  it  would  be  a  needless  hazard  both  to  neglect  this 
love  and  union,  and  sustain  withal  the  hatred  of  the  arch* 
duke,  the  pope,  and  the  king  of  Spain  together ;  however, 
disunited,  they  were  not  to  be  feared  :  ^^  For  then,  if  they 
*<  should  combine  against  us,  from  whom  should  we  hope 
**  for  help  ?  If  it  be  from  Savoy  or  Florence,  God  help  us! 
*^  Our  friends  inhabit  beyond  the  mountains,  our  enemies  at 
*^  hand !  We  leave  those  that  are  strongest,  and  nearest  us, 
<<  for  those  who  are  weakest,  and  furthest  off!  We  leave 
**  those  that  can  help  us  or  harm  us,  for  those  that  can  do 
*^  neither !  Those  we  leave  who  depend  on  themselves,  to 
^*  wit,  the  French,  for  those  who  depend  on  others,  to  wit,  the 
**  Savoyans  and  Florentines!^  Thus  ends  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s 
discourse  upon  the  marriage  proposed  for  prince  Henry. 

In  his  otho*  discourse,  on  tlie  match  that  was  offered  for 
the  ingenious  and  accomplished  lady  Elizabeth,  that  jnrinoe^ 
sister,  having  copiously  exemplified,  as  we  have  observed, 
what  mercenary  sacrifices  had  been  made  by  crowned 
heads  of  their  children,  in  this  grand  market  of  matrinKMiy, 
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and  answared  the  objection  he  foresaw  some  espaniolized 
courtiers  might  make,  that  seeing  the  kings  of  France,  and 
especially  of  Spain,  had  so  often  matched  themselves  with 
the  dukes  of  Savoy,  why  should  not  the  king  of  England 
also  accept  a!  their  alliance?  he  proceeds  to  examine  what 
increase  of  honour  and  dignity,  or  what  great  comfort  or 
ocmtentment,  this  excellent  young  princess  could  expect  or 
hope  for  by  this  match  ?  ^^  For  Uie  first,  to  wit,  honour  and  Andagftiint 
^^  dignity,*"  says  he,  <'  as  she  is  bom  the  eldest,  and  now  only  ^^  ^actn 
^*  daughter  of  one  of  the  mightiest  kings  of  Christendom,  so  EUabetb. 
**  is  she  thereby  of  higher  place  and  state  than  the  wife  of 
<^  a  duke  of  Savoy.  Besides,  in  her  birth  and  blood,  both 
^<  of  father  and  mother,  descended  of  such  royal  races,  as 
*^  Savoy  cannot  add  any  greater  grace  or  glory  to ;  and  by 
nature  and  education  endowed  with  such  princely  perfec- 
tions, both  of  body  and  mind,  as  may  well  deserve  to  be 
^^  reputed  a  worthy  spouse  for  the  greatest  monardi  of 
Christendom,  especially  considering  the  possibilities  of  a 
daughter  of  England,  whereof  we  have  had  many  prece- 
^*  dents,  and  at  this  time  is  happily  manifested  in  the  king'^s 
^^  majesty,  our  sovereign,  being  descended  of  a  daughter  of 
England ;  whereby  the  whole  island,  formerly  divided,  is 
again  now  made  one  Great  Britain,  to  the  mutual  strength 
*^  of  either.  Now  to  confer  the  possibility  of  such  a  fortune 
upon  a  poor  popish  duke  of  Savoy,  Uiat  can  return  no 
recompense  of  benefit  to  this  state,  were  greatly  for  his 
glory,  though  little  for  the  advancement  of  this  noble 
princess,  and  less  for  the  safety  of  this  kingdom,  consider- 
^^  ing  the  dangers  that  it  may  draw  upon  our  worthy  mag- 
nanimous prince  and  the  noble  duke  of  York,  if  the  am- 
^^  bition  of  this  match  should  tickle  the  Savoyan  to  look  af- 
ter possibilities,  wherein  there  would  want  neither  means, 
persuasions,  nor  pardons  from  Rome,  to  practise  any  vil- 
lainy in  that  behalf,  whereby  to  benefit  or  strengthen  an- 
^*  appendix  of  Spain,  and  so  devoted  a  son  to  the  Romidi 
see.  For  the  second,  namely,  the  comfort  and  content- 
ment of  this  worthy  young  lady  by  this  match,  as  there  is 
little  in  iqipeanmce  presently,  so  there  is  less  to  be  hoped 
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^^  for  in  the  future.  For  as,  first,  she  must  be  removed  far 
^^  from  her  nearest  blood,  both  by  father  and  mother^  into 
^^  a  country  far  estranged  from  our  nation  as  any  part  of 
**  Christendom,  and  as  far  differing  from  us  in  religion  as  in 
<<  climate.  And  what  true  correspondence,  or  matrimoniid 
^^  affection,  there  can  be  maintained  between  those  persons 
*'  whose  minds  are  different,  and  opposite  in  the  religious 
^^  points  of  their  Christian  faith,  is  greatly  to  be  doubted. 
'^  Moreover  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  with  what  safety  and 
'^  security  she  can  long  Uve  free  from  secret  practices  and 
^*  treacheries,  in  a  country  so  near  the  pope^s  jurisdiction, 
^^  environed  with  the  plots  of  the  Jesuits,  who,  we  see,  do 
'^  daily  traffic  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  all  princes  who  are 
^^  not  wholly  devoted  to  the  Romish  obedience ;  and  there- 
^^  fore,  how  they  will  entertain  or  tolerate  the  race  of  our 
king  were  too  great  an  error  and  presumption  to  trust  to: 
so  as  when  the  worthy  lady  hereafter,  by  her  children  or 
otherwise,  has  furnished  their  desire,  and  fully  served 
**  their  turn,  she  shall  be  then  either  forced  to  wound  her 
^^  oonsdence,  by  forsaking  her  faith,  or  else  to  undergo  the 
scorns  and  danger  which  shall  be  daily  cast  upon  her  and 
her  family,  for  the  exercise  of  her  religion.  And  this  also 
we  may  be  well  assured  of,  that,  if  she  shall  have  any 
issue  by  the  prince  of  Piedmont,  they  must  all  be  bred 
^<  and  brought  up  contrary  to  her  conscience,  which  can  be 
<*  no  small  grief  to  a  virtuous  and  natural  mother,  and  as 
*^  little  comfort  to  our  just  religious  king,  their  grandfather. 
Lastly,  the  very  binding  cause  of  amity  between  all  kings, 
princes,  and  states,  is  their  trade  and  intercourse  of  their 
subjects.  Now  there  is  not  any  prince  or  state  of  Europe, 
*'the  inland  countries  of  Hungary  and  Transylvania  ex- 
*'  cepted,  but  the  English  have  trade  withal ;  yea  even  with 
^*  the  Turk,  Barbarian,  Persian,  and  Indians ;  only  with  the 
subjects  of  Savoy  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  med- 
dling  or  interchange  at  all :  for  the  duke  has  no  port,  his 
"  ditch  of  Villa-Franca  excepted,  which  is  only  capable  of 
a  few  galleys,  either  to  furnish  ships  from,  or  to  receive 
them,  being  strangers.    And  therefore  for  his  majesty  of 
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^*  England  to  match  his  eldest  and  only  daughter  with  a 
^'  prince  who  has  his  dependance  on  other  kings ;  a  prince 
*^  jesuited,  who  can  neither  head  us  in  time  of  war,  nor  trade 
<<  with  us  in  time  of  peace ;  a  prince,  by  the  »tuation  of  his 
'^  country,  every  way  unprofitable  to  us ;  and  that,  no  less 
'^  perilous  for  his  majesty^s  daughter  to  live  in :  I  resolve 
'^  myself,  that  he  is  of  too  excellent  a  judgment  ever  to  ac- 
**  cept  of  it,  and  his  honourable  council  too  wise  and  provi- 
^^  dent  to  advise  the  prosecution  thereof.  Now,  if  his  high- 
**  ness  should  he  pleased  to  ask  my  opinion,  with  what 
'^  Christian  prince  he  should  match  his  sister,  were  it  in  his 
*'  own  power  and  choice  to  make  election,  I  humbly  deare 
*^  to  be  excused  herein ;  for  would  it  become  me  to  pre^ 
'^  sume  so  far  ?  It  is  true^  I  have  heard  it,  that  some  over- 
**  tures  have  been  made  for  the  prince  palatine  of  the 
**  Rhine ;  certainly  he  is  as  well  bom  as  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
and  as  free  a  prince  as  he  is.  The  nation  is  faithful ;  he 
is  of  our  religion ;  and  by  him  we  shall  greatly  fasten  unto 
us  the  Netherlands :  and,  for  the  little  judgment  which 
^'  God  has  given  me,  I  do  prize  the  aUiance  of  the  palatine 
*'  of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  house  of  Nassau,  more  than  I 
**  do  the  alliance  of  ten  dukes  of  Savoy .^  And  thus  ends 
his  discourse  on  the  marriage  of  princess  Elizabeth  s. 

What  followed  was,  that  about  a  twelvemonth  after  the 
wriung  of  those  discourses,  the  said  princess  was  married 
to  Frederick,  elector  palatine  of  the  Rhine^,  afterwards 
king  of  Bohemia ;  a  match  which  might  have  well  answered 
all  ^e  advantages  expected  from  it,  at  least  one  that  had 
never  been  attended  with  such  a  series  of  calamities,  were 
king  James  to  have  been  moved,  if  not  through  honour  and 
power,  as  a  sovereign,  yet  through  nature  and  affection,  as 
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>  Of  these  two  MS.  discouneB,  by 
nr  Walter  Ralegh,  on  the  marriage 
betwixt  England  and  Saroy,  more 
will  be  spoken  a  few  pages  farther,  in 
the  catalogue  of  his  works. 

^  Tlus  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
the  14U1  of  February  161 3,  in  snch 
pomp  and  splendour,  that  the  Jewels 
only,  which  were  worn  by  the  king. 


queen,  and  prince,  were  rolued  that 
day,  by  his  majesty  himself,  (upon  oc- 
casion of  discourse  happening  of  the 
brarery  then  appearing,)  at  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  sterling.  Sir 
John  Flnet's  Obsenrations  touching 
foreign  ambassadors,  8?o.  1656.  p. 
11. 
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a  £Bither,  to  have  granted  them  a  seasonable  supply  against 
their  enemies.  Instead  of  which,  his  indulging,  beyond  all 
af^prdiennon  of  possilnlity ,  at  least  all  production  of  pfeoe- 
denty  a  blessed  peaceable  temper,  as  his  flatterers  called  it,  to 
the  ffltting  down  a  quiet  spectator  of  his  children's  orer- 
throw  and  their  fortunes,  occasioned,  not  only  all  the  la- 
jaoentable  wars  which  succeeded  throughout  Germany^  to 
ijae  utter  ruin  of  his  said  son-in-law,  and  all  the  princes  who 
aMsted  him;  but  also  those  of  his  successor  at  home, 
throughout  his  own  dominions :  for,  daring  not  to  draw  his 
sword,  through  fear  of  offending  the  Spaniard,  he  sat  mus- 
ing at  home,  one  while,  how  to  ruse  money  by  privy-seals, 
benevolences,  crown-lands,  and  woods,  either  to  cram  his 
insatiable  favourites,  or  else  to  fit  out  more  prodigal  and 
fiivolous  embassies,  than  would,  by  arms,  have  settled  his 
children  unmoveably  in  thdr  throne ;  and,  at  other  times, 
how  to  improve  his  sovereignty,  or  pick  quarrels  with  his 
parliaments,  and  entail  them'  to  his  heirs-generals 

As  for  the  prince  of  Wales,  he  is  said  to  have  first  en- 
couraged the  prince  elector  to  attempt  his  rister ;  desiring 
more  to  head  an  army  in  Germany  than  he  durst  make  show 
of,  and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  bravely  fcdlowed'^:  but, 
alas!  that  fate,  which  so  often  suffers  the  unworthy  to 
flourish,  deprived  this  kingdom  of  prince  Henry  in  less 
than  a  month  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  elector.  Some 
have  insinuated  as  if  the  Spaniards,  because  his  highness 
approved  Ralegh'^s  discourse  touching  a  war  with  Spain, 
had  a  hand  in  his  untimely  end ;  alleging,  that,  if  Philip 
the  Second  cut  off  his  own  hopeful  son  Charles,  for  but  pity- 
ing the  people  of  Flanders,  it  can  be  no  wonder  he,  or 
his  son,  should  promote  the  destruction  of  a  stranger,  who 
did  so  far  applaud  the  advice  of  Ralegh,  as  to  say,  No  king, 
but  his  father,  would  keep  such  a  bird  in  a  cage^  But, 
from  more  intestine  and  unnatural  sources,  his  sudden  death 


*  See  tiie  Life  juid  Reign  of  King  Jamet,  p.  5. 

Chiries,   &c.  Sto.  1651.    in    Pref.  •    k  Osborne's    Memoirs    of    King 

Also  Observations  on  &e  History  of  James,  p.  154. 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots  and  ber  son         >  Idem,  p.  165. 
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is  surmised  by  others  to  have  sprung ;  the  disease  b^og  so 
vicdent,  that  the  combat  df  nature  against  it,  in  the  strength 
of  youth,  (he  being  almost  nineteen  years  of  age,)  lasted  but 
few  days.  Here  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  after  sir 
Theodore  Mayeme,  with  Dr.  Butler,  Hamond,  and  other 
most  eminent  physicians,  had  used  the  utmost  of  their  skill 
in  vain,  and  had  the  least  hopes  imaginable  left  of  the 
princess  recovery,  that  these  should  be  at  last  c^itred  in 
some  relief  that  might  be  had  from  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and  His  great 
that  a  cordial  from  him  (a  state-prisoner)  should  be  sent  for  to  thT 
for,  and,  with  omsent  or  approbation,  administered,  whenPI^'"^' *^ 
all  other  means  had  fiEuled  and  were  ^ven  over,  as  we  may  of  death, 
gather  from  sir  William  Comwallis™,  and  other  historians 
of  those  times.  As  to  the  effect,  though  it  came  too  late, 
so  that  it  might  rather  prolong  pain  than  life  for  a  few 
hours,  and  truly  must  have  been  a  kind  of  miracle  to  have 
restored  one  so  far  exhausted  and  on  the  point  of  expiring, 
for  he  died  the  same  evening,  being  the  6th  of  November 
161S :  yet,  to  observant  readers,  it  is  enough  to  manifest, 
first,  what  high  reputation  sir  Walter  Ralegh'^s  medicinal 
knowledge,  through  this  cordial,  had  now  gained  (and  it  af- 
terwards increased")  among  the  most  skilful  of  the  faculty; 


-  Sir  WUliam  CornwaUU't  Life  of 
prince  Henry,  in  8fo.  a  diflferent  and 
more  copious  work  than  his  dis- 
conrse  in  4to.  on  the  said  prince  be- 
fore quoted,  though  printed  the  same 
year  1641.  See  also  Aulicus  Coqui- 
Daric»  and  Sanderson's  History  of 
king  James. 

■  Insomuch)  that  there  has  been  a 
distinct  rolume  written  upon  this 
cordial ;  wheieby  1  find  it  is  not  to 
be  taken  for  that  which  is  called  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  coidial,  in  a  book 
entitled,  as  I  remember,  The  LAdy's 
Cloaet  opened;  for  that  is  only  a 
simple  strawberry- water.  But  this 
here  meant  was  his  great  cordial^  as 
I  find  Ralegh,  in  one  of  his  manu- 
scripts, has  sidled  it  himself.  This 
cordial  rose  into  such  high  repute, 
for  its  sovereign  virtues,  in  the  reign 
of  Inng  Charles  II.  and  was  so  much 
reoonmiended  to  and  admired  by 
him,  that  be  commanded  Nicholas  le 


Febvre,  the  royal  professor  in  chy- 
mistry,  and  apothecary  in  ordinary 
to  his  migesty*s  household,  to  prepare 
a  quantity  of  this  precious  remedy 
after  the  exactest  manner ;  which  the 
said  chymist  not  only  did,  but  com- 
posed in  French  also,  under  his  ma- 
jesty's auspices  and  command,  a 
treatise  entitled,  Diaooors  sor  le 
Grand  Cordial  de  Sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
which  he  dedicates  to  tiie  said  king : 
and  this  was  at  the  same  time  trans* 
lated  into  English  by  Peter  Belon, 
student  in  chymistry.  For  they  were 
both  licens«l  on  the  i^d  of  April, 
1664;  though  the  translation  appears 
to  have  been  printed  first,  because  it 
is  dated  that  year ;  and  the  original 
the  year  after:  the  French  is  in 
1 2mo.  the  English  in  8vo.  After  the 
dedication,  foUows  this  introduction 
of  the  recipe:  "  Ezimium  cordiale  re- 
"  gium  multts  rebus  necessariis  an- 
*<  ctom^aecnndnm  oonsilittm  et  appro- 
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and  secondly,  the  unsteady  and  incoherent  opinions  which 
were  entertained  of  one  and  the  same  mane's  loyalty ;  that 


"  batiooemiUastrissimoniin  virorum, 
'<  D.D.  Kenelmi  Digby,  eqnitisaurati, 
**  et  serenissims  regine  niHtris  cancel- 
« larii,  et  D.D.  Alex.  Fraiser,  equitis 
**  anrati,  etaereDissimi  ac  potentissiini 
**  regis  Caroli  Secundi,  &c.  arcbiatro- 
*'  rum  comitis.'*  Next  follows  the  re- 
cdpt  in  tbese  words :  "  Recipe  ra- 
**  surs  comu  cenri,  libraro  UDam ; 
*^  camis  v^ferarum  cum  cordibus  et 
**  keptUibust  uncias  sex ;  florom  bo- 
**  raginis,  boglossae,  roris-marini, 
**  calendolse,  vetonics,  coroDariie 
^'  nibrs,  roris  soils,  rosarum  rubra- 
**  mm,  et  sambud,  siogulorum  li- 
**  bram  semissem ;  herbanim  scordii, 
**  cardui  benedicti,  melissae,  dictam- 
**  ni  cretid,  menths,  majorann,  be- 
**  tonicae,  siogularum  maoipolos  duo- 
**  dedm ;  granonim  kermes  recen- 
*'  ter  in  rob  redactorumycubebamm, 
*'  cardamoroi  majoris,  baccarum  ju- 
**  niperi,  maceris,  nuds  myristicie, 
**  caryopbyllorum,  crod,  singulo- 
**  mm  nndas  duas ;  cinnamomi  acu- 
**  tissimi,  cortids  ligni  sassafras, 
**  flaTedinis  maloram  dtriorum  et 
**  anrantioram,  singulomm  undas 
**  tres ;  lignoram  aloes  et  sassafras 
*'  nniuscujusqne  undas  sex ;  radi- 
^<  cum  angelics,  Taleriane,  carlinse, 
**  fraxinella  sen  dictamni  albi,  ser- 
*'  pentarin  virginianie,  xedoaria,  tor- 
"  mentille,  bistorts,  aristolocbia 
**  loogse,  rotunds  et  cars,  gentians 
<<  et  imperatoris,  singulomm  un- 
^'  dam  uoam  et  semissem.  Omnia 
^<  indsa  et  grosso  modo  contusa  in 
"  vase  idoneo  posita  cum  spiritu  vini 
^*  rectificato  extrakantur  secundum 
**  artem.  Tincturs  filtrats  in  ex- 
"  tractum  mediante,  in  Maris  bal- 
**  neo,  distillalione  eraporentur. 
*'  Magma  expressum  comburatur ; 
''  dneres  reverberati  per  aquam  eli- 
**  xivientur,  nnde  sal  puram  lege  ar- 
"  tis  paretur,  quod  extracto  miscea^ 
*'  tur.  His  ita  peractis,  buic  extra- 
**  cto  adde,  ut  artis  est,  pulrerem 
"  sequentem  cstcraque  ingredientia. 
*'  Redpelapidum1)ezoardicoramori- 
'*  eotalium  et   ocddentalinm  vero- 
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mm  uniuscujusque  unciara  semis- 
"  scm,  magisterii  solubilis  perlamni 
'.*  orientalium  undas  duas,  magiste- 
**  rii  solubilis  corellomm  rabroram 


**  undas  tres ;  boli  orientalis,  terrs 
'*  sigillats  vers,  unieomumineraiU^ 
"  comu  cenri  pbilosopfaice  prsparmtiy 
"  et  cornu  cervi  caldnati,  singulo- 
**  mm  undam  unam ;  ambrsgriaes 
*'  electissims  in  essentiam  redacts, 
**  undam  unam ;  moscbi  orientalis 
'*  optimi  essentificati  dradunam 
*'  unam  et  semissem  ;  crod  solis  com 
**  tinctura  antimonii  Basilii  Valen- 
'*  tini  parati  drachmas  duas.  Sac> 
*'  chad  candisati  albi  snbtilissime 
«  pulverisati,  libras  duas.  Ez  his 
**  omnibus  mixtis  et  ex  arte  onitia 
"  fiat  confectio  vere  regia,  qns  ad 
«  usum  reserretur  in  pixidibas  ap- 
**  prime  clausis.'*  Then  the  au- 
thor aforesaid  begins  his  disoonrae 
with  examples  among  the  andents 
of  those  who  have  made  themselves 
famous  by  their  remedies,  as  Mitfari- 
dates,  &c.  and  among  the  modems, 
Matheolus,  B.  Valentine,  Paraoelsas, 
and  others;  but  finds  none  more 
worthy,  in  thb  particular,  than  nr 
Walter  Ralegh,  because  he  has  not 
only  selected  most  judidously  what- 
ever is  most  choice  and  sovereign  in 
the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral 
world;  but  has  also  manifested  so 
much  art  and  experience  in  the  pre- 
paration of  this  great  and  admirable 
cordial,  as  will,  of  itsdf,  render  him 
immortal :  wherefore,  he  says,  he 
could  not  restrain  the  applauses  ow- 
ing to  his  honour  and  glory,  which 
he  has  more  than  merited  by  that  no- 
ble labour  and  profound  study,  that 
acquired  him  the  sublime  knowledge 
he  had  in  the  virtues  and  qualities  of 
all  those  ingredients  which  unite  to 
the  composition  of  this  incomparable 
remedy.  So  he  proceeds  to  explain ; 
first,  ibe  virtues  of  every  individual 
drag,  which,  *'  together,  cause  those 
'*  rare  effects  this  cordial  daily  pro- 
**  duces,**8ays  he,*'  as  well  towards  the 
<*  healthful  as  the  sick."  Secondly,  he 
spedfies  how  art  helps  nature  in  the 
harmooious  and  exquisite  method  of 
the  preparation.  Thirdly,  distin- 
guishes the  eflScacy  of  it  in  maritime 
or  islandic  and  northerly  countries. 
Lastly,  what  a  preservative  it  is,  as 
well  as  restorative;  and  concludes 
with  the  exposition  of  the  dose,  the 
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he,  who  was  accused  at  his  trial  of  a  plot  to  extirpate  the 
royal  family,  should  yet  be  so  far  relied  on  to  save  it,  as  to 
have  the  lives  first  of  queen  Anne,  as  was  before  related, 
and  now  of  prince  Henry,  trusted  to  his  experiments.  But, 
in  a  modem  author,  we  have  some  further  circumstances  of 
this  passage,  which  I  have  not  elsewhere  met  with.  For, 
having  spoken  of  the  particular  esteem  which  prince  Henry 
had  contracted  for  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  the  constant  corre- 
spondence he  kept  with  him  by  letters  and  messages,  and  of 
the  solicitations  he  had  so  repeatedly  made  to  the  king  for 
his  liberty^  as  what  might  contribute  towards  his  majesty^s 
personal  prejudice  against  Ralegh,  he  adds;  *^  When  the 
^'  prince  fell  into  his  last  illness,  the  queen  sent  to  sir  WaU 
"  ter  Ralegh  for  some  of  his  cordial,  which  she  herself  had 
^  taken  in  a  fever  some  time  before  with  remarkable  success. 
Ralegh  sent  it,  together  with  a  letter  to  the  queen,  where- 
in he  expressed  a  tender  concern  for  the  prince;  and, 
boasting  of  his  medicine,  stumbled  unluckily  upon  an 
expression  to  this  purpose.  That  it  would  certainly  cure 
^^  him,  or  any  other,  of  a  fever,  except  in  case  of  poison. 
^^  The  prince  dying,  though  he  took  it ;  the  queen,  in  the 
'^  agony  of  her  grief,  shewed  Ralegh'^s  letter,  and  laid  so 
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quantity,  time,  and  method  of  using 
it.  Thus  much  concerning  this  dis- 
course on  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  great 
cordial,  of  which  the  following  parti- 
culars may  be  here  further  observed : 
That  the  author  le  Febvre  acknow- 
ledging he  had  inserted  two  ingre- 
dients, by  the  counsel  and  approba- 
tion of  the  aboresaid  sir  Kenelm 
Digby  and  sir  Alexander  Fraiser, 
wUch  were  not  mentioned  in  the 
first  prescription,  and  which  I  have 
marked  above  in  a  different  charac- 
ter, being  the  flesh,  heart,  and  liver 
of  vipers,  and  the  mineral  unicorn, 
which  some  would  have  to  be  the 
white  loadstone ;  it  may  induce  the 
curious  to  inquire  whether  more  li- 
berties have  not  been  taken  with  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  own  genuine  recipe. 
To  this  end  should  be  consulted  the 
English  copy  thereof,  in  sir  Kenelm 
Digby's  collection  of  recdpts,  print- 


ed a  few  years  after  Ic  Febvre's  book. 
Also  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  book  of 
chymical  receipts,  an  original  MS. 
in  sir  Hans  Sloane*s  library,  mariced 
B.  387.  In  which  book  (all  written 
with  Ralegh's  own  hand)  there  are, 
p.  63.  b.  these  words,  our  great  cor- 
dial,  and  underneath,  several  ingre- 
dients set  down,  though  not  near  the 
number  above  cited ;  but  scored  out 
agfun  with  a  pen,  though  not  illegi- 
bly. The  next  leaf  is  torn  out, 
where  it  is  supposed  Ralegh  had  writ 
it  more  completely,  and  tliat  from 
this  leaf  le  Febvre's  copy  was  taken. 
Lastly,  there  is  a  receipt  of  this  cor- 
dial remaining  with  a  lady  who  is  a 
descendant  from  sir  Walter  Ralegh ; 
but,  whether  agreeing  with  those  in 
print,  I  have  not,  at  this  juncture, 
the  leisure  for  making  a  request  to  be 
satisfied. 
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^  much  weight  on  the  expression  about  poison,  that  to  her 
^  dying  day  she  could  never  be  dissuaded  from  the  opinioD, 
^*  that  her  beloved  son  had  foul  play  done  him^^.*"  If  this 
was  true,  there  might  be  a  stress  too  confidently  laid  on  this 
medicine,  in  supposing  that  nothing  but  poison  could  renst 
the  power  of  it,  and  periiaps  some  inadvertency  m  startiiig 
such  a  suspicion  in  a  fond  mothef ,  which  (in  the  said  mo- 
dem writer^s  opinion)  there  mi^t  possibly  be  no  ground 
for,  and  might,  in  the  consequence,  prove  fatal  to  Bal^;fa 
himself;  though  the  same  author  also  knew  Ra]q;h  was 
not  the  only  man  who  started  that  su^icion ;  for  he  knew 
what  the  princess  domestic  chaplain  preached  at  St.  James's 
on  the  dissolution  of  his  highnesses  &mily;  and  he  knew 
what  the  lord  chief  justice  Coke  not  long  after  said  in  open 
court  about  the  poisoning  of  sir  Thomas  Overfoury :  that  it 
was  to  prevent  the  discovery  of  another  crime  <^  the  same 
nature,  committed  upon  one  of  the  highest  rank,  whom  he 
termed  a  sweet  prince  P;  and  indeed  several  histories  of 
these  times  make  no  secret  of  it,  where  they  shew  the  bick- 
erings between  prince  Henry  and  the  aforesaid  favourite 
Car,  in  regard  to  the  countess  of  Essex,  not  to  mention 
other  motives.  However,  the  physicians  about  the  prince 
gave  it  under  their  hands,  which  was  spread  abroad  in  se- 
veral copies,  that  he  died  of  a  strong  malignant  fever,  after 
they  had  anatomized  him  to  amuse  the  world,  says  another 
writer,  and  clear  the  suspicion  of  poison,  as  if  no  venoms 
could  produce  the  like  effects ;  while  the  king,  to  dispel  the 
clouds  and  monitors  of  sorrow,  commanded  that  no  man 
should  appear  at  court  in  mourning  <). 

Whatever  was  the  cause  of  this  excellent  princess  death, 
Ralegh  had  no  common  share  in  the  loss  of  him ;  his  high- 
ness having,  but  a  few  months  before  he  died,  obtained  Sher- 
borne, with  intention  to  return  it  him,  as  is  already  ob- 
served ;  and  we  are  further  informed,  that  king  James,  to 
satisfy  his  favourite  Car,  who  was  now  viscount  Rochester, 

<*  Dr.  James  Welwood*8  Notes  on  p  Idem,  fol.  689. 

Wilson's  History  of  king  James,  in  <i  Arthur  Wilson's  Life  and  Reign 

the  Complete  History  of  England,  of  king  James  I.  in  tlie  same   ro- 

▼ol.  2.  f.  714.  lume,  fol.  690. 
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gave  him,  instead  thereof,  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in 
money:  so  far  was  the  crown  from  gaining  by  this  pur- 
chase'. But  now,  afi^r  the  princess  death,  this  Rochester 
got  Sherborne  of  the  king  again ;  however  (as  some  kind  of 
composition  or  amends)  his  majesty,  we  are  told  by  Ralegh  Tiie  king's 
himself,  also  gave  his  wife  and  son  eight  thousand  pounds  ||tite/  ^*' 


for  the  said  estate*.  But  how  it  thrived  with  Rochester 
is  evident  enough  in  the  histories  of  those  times;  where  it 
appears  that,  in  little  more  than  three  years  from  this 
princess  death,  the  said  favourite,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  So- 
merset, was  arraigned  and  condemned  for  that  black  and 
shameful  business  of  poisoning  sir  Thomas  Overbury; 
whereby  he  not  only  lost  Sheribome,  but  all  those  other 
possessions  which  the  king  had  so  lavishly  heaped  upon 
him;  for  what  merits  or  services,  may  better  appear  in 
those  histories  than  it  is  needful  they  should  do  here.  As 
to  Sherborne,  on  whom  it  was  next  bestowed,  and  upon 
what  consideration,  with  the  attempts  made  after  Ralegh'^s 
death  by  his  son  Carew  to  recover  it ;  since  the  accounts 
thereof  would  carry  us  too  far  beyond  the  period  in  these 
sheets  proposed,  and  indeed  do  more  properly  relate  to  the 
story  of  the  son  than  the  father,  I  shall  here  refer  to  an  ab- 
stract thereof,  in  a  brief  memorial  of  the  said  Carew  Ralegh, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page<;  for  as  to  his  elder  brother  Wal^ 


'  Relation  of  the  Troubles  of  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  &c.  p.  S. 
'  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Apology,  p. 

*  Carew  Ralegh  waa  bora,  as  is 
before  obsenred,  in  the  Tower,  in  the 
latter  end  of  1604,  (or  beginning  of 
the  next  year,)  being  aged  about 
thirteen  jrears  at  his  father's  death, 
as  he  tells  ns  himself :  became  a  gen- 
tleman commoner  of  Wadham  col- 
lege in  Oxford  in  1630,  as  Anthony 
Wood  informs  ns ;  but  indeed  rather 
sooner,  because  Carew  Ralegh's  own 
words  are,  that,  after  having  been 
five  years  at  Oxford,  he  caoie  to 
court,  and,  by  the  favour  of  William 
earl  of  Pembroke,  his  noble  kinsman, 
hoped  to  oAitain  some  redress  in  his 
misfbrtunes ;  but  the  king,  not  liking 
bis  countenance,  said,  be  appeared 
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to  him  like  his  father's  ghost :  where- 
upon the  earl  advised  him  to  travel, 
which  he  did  till  the  death  of  king 
James,  which  happened  about  a  year 
afler.  Then  returning,  and  a  par- 
liament sitting,  he,  according  to  the 
custom  of  this  land,  petition«l  to  be 
restored  in  blood,  that  he  might  be 
enabled  to  inherit  whatever  lands 
might  fall  to  him,  as  his  father's  heir, 
or  any  other  way :  but  hb  petitkNi 
having  been  twice  read  in  the  house 
of  lords,  king  Charles  sent  nr  James 
FuUerton  (then  of  the  bedchamber) 
for  Mr.  Ralegh,  who  being  brought 
into  the  king's  chamber  by  that 
knight,  his  majesty  (after  using  him 
with  great  civility)  told  him  plainly, 
that  lie  had  forroerlv  promised  sir 
John  Digby,  now  earl  of  Bristol,  to 
secure  b»  &tle  to  Sherborne  (it  being 
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ter,  whose  right  it  had  first  l)cen  to  have  pursued  whatever 
prospect  there  was  of  retrieving  the  said  estate,  he  died  be- 


oonferred  on  bim  14  of  Jac.)  against 
the    beire   of   sir   Walter    Ralegh; 
whereupon   Digfay  bad  giren  biro, 
being    then    prince,    ten    thousand 
poonds ;  so  that  now  be  was  bound 
to  make  good    bis  promise,  being 
king ;  and  therefore,  unless  he  would 
quit  all  his  right  and  title  to  Sher- 
borne, be  neither  could  nor  would 
pass  1^  bill  of  restoration.    Mr.  Ra- 
il^ urged  the  justice  of  bis  cause; 
tluit  be  desired  only  the  liberty  of  a 
■abject,  and  to  be  left  to  the  law,  which 
was  never  denied  any  £reeman  :  but 
the  king  was  positive,  and   so  left 
him.    After  tUs,  sir  James  Fullerton 
used  many  arguments  to  persuade 
submission,  as  the  impossibility  of 
contesting  with  kingly  power,  and 
the  many  incon veniencies  of  uot  being 
restored  in  blood :  all  which  consi- 
dered, together  with  splendid  pro- 
mises of  great  preferment  in  court, 
and  particular  favours  finom  the  king,' 
not  improbable,  wrought  much   in 
the  mind  of  young  Mr.  Ralegh,  who, 
being  not  full  twenty  years  old,  (as 
he  says  himself,]  left  friendless  and 
fortuneless,  it  prevailed  so  far,  that 
ht  submitted    to    the   king's    will. 
Whereupon  there  was  afterwards  an 
act  passed  $"  Caroli  for  his  restora- 
tion ;  and,  together  with  it,  a  settie- 
ment  of  Sherborne  to  the  earl  of 
Bristol ;  and,  in  show  of  some  kind 
of  recompense,  four  hundred  pounds 
a   year   pension,  during    life,  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Ralegh  after  the  death 
of  bis   mother,  who  had  that  sum 
paid  during  her  life,  in  lieu  of  join- 
tare.     About  a  twelvemonth  after 
this,  Mr.  Carew  Ralegh  married  the 
lady  Pbilippa,  relict  of  sir  Anthony 
Ashley,  a   rich  jroung    widow,   by 
whom  he  had  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  was  not  long  after, 
at  least  before  the  year  1635,  made 
one  of  the  genUemen  of  the  king*s 
privy-chamber.     Among    the   inge- 
nious poems  of  Thomas  Carew,  esq. 
(wbo  was  another  of  those  gentie- 
men,)  printed  8vo.  1640.  p.  80.  there 
is  a  compliment.  To  bis  cousin  C.  R. 
manning  the  lady  A. ;  by  which  let- 
ters are  to  be  understood  this  Mr. 
Ralegh,  and  that  lady  Ashley.    As 


for  the  kind  token,  which  Anthony 
Wood  says  the  king  honoured  him 
with  at  bis  majesty's  leaving  Hamp- 
ton-Court, and  going  into  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  anuo  1647,  it  was  no  more 
than  a  picture  of  the  lady  Stanley,  as 
I  remember,  which  was  Mr.  Ralegh's 
own   propert}';    therefore  the  king, 
among  the  letters  he  left  on  the  ta- 
ble, desired,  in  one  of  them,  the  said 
picture  might  be  returned  bim,  as 
may  appear  by  those  letters  which 
were  then  printed,  or  the  extract  of 
them  in  Heath's  Chronicle.     In  the 
year   1650,  and  afterwards,  several 
little  tracts  of  his  father's  were  pub- 
lished, and  dedicated  to    him.      In 
1 65 1,  there  was  a  committee  for  the 
sale  of  delinquents'  estates ;  and  about 
that  time  the  earl  of  Digby  being 
fled  to  France,  Mr.  Ralegh  bad  a  fair 
prospect  to  recover  bis  estate,  there- 
fore delivered  his  case  in  to  die  said 
committee;    and    it   was    ordered, 
**  That  this  case  be  reported  to  the 
"  bouse    with  the    opinion   of  this 
*<  committee;     that    they   conceive 
«  him  a  fit  object  of  their  mercy." 
He  also,  about  the  same  time,  drew 
up  a  brief  relation  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's troubles,  and  addressed  it  to 
the  parliament.    But  whether  print- 
ed before  bis  death  I  know  not,  (the 
edition  here  used  being  dated  three 
years  after,)  nor  wherefore  his  case 
and  petition   were   liud  aside.      In 
1656,  came  out  the  Observations  on 
Sanderson's  History  of  King  James, 
which  this  historian  supposing  to  be 
writ  by  Carew  Ralegh,  published  an 
Answer  to  it  the  same  year,  with 
some  scandalous  and  unworthy  re- 
flections therein  upon  him ;  but  no 
one  has  given  heed  to  them.     He 
certainly  made  bis  court  to  the  com- 
mons of  England,  in  hopes  of  get- 
ting   Sherborne    by    their    means. 
Hence   Wood   says   be    cringed   to 
meu  in  power,  and  was  made  go- 
vernor of  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  by  the 
favour  of  general  Monk,  in  the  latter 
end  of  January  1659,  as  Whitlock 
has  recorded.     At  the  restoration  of 
king  Charies  II.  bis  majesty  would 
have  conferred  some  personal  honour 
upon   him,   but   he  declined   it  in 
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fore  their  father,  as  will  be  more  particularly  remembered 
towards  the  oonclusioii  of  this  work. 

But  which  of  these  two  sons  was  attended  on  in  his  ad- 
ventures by  Ben  Johnson,  is  not  easy  to  distinguish  from 
the  words  of  an  author,  who  writes,  "  That  Johnson^s  mo- 
*^  ther,  having  married  to  her  second  husband  a  bricklayer, 
^^  took  her  son  from  Westminster  school,  (where  he  had 
**  made  a  hopeful  [progress  under  the  learned  Camden,)  and 
^'  made  him  work  at  her  husband'^s  trade ;  till,  being  pitied 
by  some  generous  gentlemen,  Camden  got  him  a  better 
employment ;  which  was  to  attend  or  accompany  a  son  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  his  adventures,  whereby  gaining  ex- 
perience, he  made  his  company  acceptable  among  manyu«^ 
Now  if  this  happened  before  Ben  Johnson  took  to  acting  of 
writing  of  plays,  as  our  said  author  relates  it  did,  then  sir 
Walter  Ralegh^s  eldest  son  was  scarce  old  enough  to  go  to 
school,  much  less  upon  adventures.     Besides,  this  son  never 
made,  that  we  can  hear  of,  more  than  one  adventure  abroad, 
from  which  he  never  returned ;  therefore  he  could  not  part 
with  his  attendant  or  companion  Ben  Johnson  in  the  man- 
ner our  asid  author  intimates  he  did  after  their  return. 
Then  if  we  suppose  it  the  other  brother,  Carew,  he  never 
made  any  adventures  at  all,  nor  stirred  out  of  England,  till 
six  years  after  his  father^s  death,  and  then  only  upon  a 
short  tour  for  about  a  twelvemonth ;  which  was  near  thirty 
years  after  Ben  Johnson  became  a  dramatic  poet  or  writer 
for  the  stage;  and  when  he  seems  rather  to  have  wrote 
himself  into  his  pension  from  the  crown,  or  otherwise  into 


hopes  of  something  better ;  the  king 
therefore  knighted  his  eldest  son 
Walter,  who  died  soon  after  at  West- 
Horsely,  in  Surry,  his  father's  seat, 
which  had,  I  think,  been  the  earl  of 
Dorset's ;  for  his  will  is  dated  from 
thence,  as  a  friend  who  has  seen  it 
informs  me.  This  was  sold,  after 
Mr.  Ralegh's  death,  to  sir  Edward 
Nicholas,  secretary  to  king  Charles. 
He  had  another  seat  at  Kenton*  Park 
near  Hampton- Court,  which,  I  think, 
he  sold  himself;  and  dying  in  1666, 
was  buried  in  the  month  of  Decem- 


ber, according  to  A.  Wood,  in  hb 
father's  grave  j  who  further  says,  be 
has  seen  some  sonnets  of  his  compo- 
sition, and  certain  ingenious  dis- 
courses in  MS.  also  a  poem  set  to 
music  by  Mr.  Henry  Lawes.  Sir 
Henrv  Wotton,  in  his*  Letters,  giret 
him  uie  character  of  a  gentleman  of 
dexterous  abilities,  and  he  is  by  others 
mentioned  with  honour;  <'  but  far, 
**  God  wot,"  says  Wood,  «  was  he 
**  from  his  father's  parts,  either  as 
*'  to  t^  sword  or  pen." 
•  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  t.  00I.  608. 
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such  easy  drcumstances,  as  render  it  unlikely  he  should  aU 
tend  even  on  Carew  Ralegh  in  those  sorrows  and  difficult 
ties  he  was  then  under;  and  consequently  in  the  whole, 
that  either  one  or  other  should  part  with  him  not  in  cool 
Uood,  as  our  said  author  thinks,  after  thdr  return.     Had 
the  time  of  his  gomg  abroad  with  the  younger  or  the  elder 
brother  been  better  adjusted,  that  particular  of  their  part- 
ing would  need  no  regard ;    seeing  by  what  trifles,  what 
misunderstandings  between  themselves,  or  misrepresenta- 
tions by  others,  such  divifflons  are  made  between  persons, 
who  would  or  might  otherwise  be  most  servioeaWe  and  be- 
neficial to  one  another.     If  Ben  Johnson  was  of  such  a 
surly  and  hypercritical  disposition,  as  some  menu's  writings^ 
and  indeed  some  of  his  own,  have  represented  him ;  as  it 
makes  such  parting  the  more  plausible,  if  there  had  ever 
been  any  such  meeting,  so  it  is  probable  it  would  have  dis- 
tilled with  more  acrimony  from  his  pen,  when  he  was  giv- 
ing a  character  of  Ral^h  as  an  author,  than  that  he  could 
fiiMl  nothing  to  condemn  either  in  his  judgment  or  his  style*. 
Hit  great    But  as  for  Ral^h^s  temper,  to  all  who  had  dependanre 
^^l^iM    upon  him,  (and  they  were  very  numerous  in  the  time  of  his 
dependaato.  felicity,)  especially  towards  those  of  any  liberal  knowledge 
and  education,  it  appears  to  have  been  of  ^gular  candour 
and  benignity.    There  are  examples,  further  than  what  have 
been  before  mentioned,  of  his  courtesy,  superior  to  that  of 
many  other  great  persons  in  his  time,  towiuxis  such  men  of 
parts  as  any  ways  relied  on  his  patronage  or  protection; 
and  publicly  asserted  by  those  themselves  who  had  tasted 
the  benefits  thereof  y.     He  has  also,  under  his  own  hand, 
recommended  such  generous  treatment,  as  most  coercive, 
especially  to  such  as  live  under  the  power  or  command  of 
others ;  and  exploded  the  austere,  the  imperious  r^men, 
as  what  is  liable  to  betray  its  practitioners  no  less  into  peril 
than  disdain  ;  where  he  shews,  how  contemptibly  the  vain, 

"  Ben  JohnaoD's  Discoveries.  lately  coinmuoicatcd  from  the  Bod- 

7  See  Thomas  Churchyard's  dedica-  leian  library  at  Oxford ,  or  it  had  heen 

tioD  of  bis  Spark  of  Frieodship  to  sir  more  particularly  made  use  of  in  the 

Walter  Ralegh  :  a  scarce  old  tract,  place  where  it  is  before  mentioiicd. 
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with  afPected  sourness,  counterfeit  the  gravity  of  the  wise; 
because  the  shadow  of  reverence,  thereby  obtained,  has 
power  to  delude  the  eyes  only  of  underlings;  and  how 
thus,  the  time,  wherein,  by  using  it  weU,  men  might  attain 
to  be  such  as  they  ought,  they  usually  mispend,  in  seeking 
to  appear  such  as  they  are  not :  yet  withal,  not  only  how 
deceivable,  but  dangerous  a  course  this  is;  procuring,  in- 
stead of  the  respect  that  was  hoped  for,  more  indignation 
than  was  feared  *•  Many  other  weighty  counsels  and  use* 
ful  precautions  to  this  purpose  are  dispersed  up  and  down 
his  writings,  both  in  print  and  manuscript,  which,  tor  bre> 
vity,  I  forbear  here  to  recite. 

But  here,  as  Ralegh  has  been  occasionally  mentioned  in 

the  character  of  an  author,  we  are  reminded,  that  it  is  high 

time  he  should  be  considered  more  particularly  in  that  light; 

which  cannot  in  any  place  more  properly  be  done,  than  in 

this  sedentary  part  of  his  life,  when  most  of  his  works  were 

written.    Here  then  we  are  arrived  at  that  part  of  his  stcny, 

wherein  he  wiU  appear  rather  a  collegian  than  a  captive ;  a 

student  in  a  library,  than  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower.    On  this 

occasion  we  cannot  but  reflect,  how  well  such  productions 

in  such  a  situation,  such  epadbus  exercises  of  genius  in 

such  a  contracted  state,  will  prove,  that,  though  the  soul 

of  man  by  a  fly  or  a  hair  may  be  separated  from  the 

body,  tyranny  itself  cannot  confine  it  to  the  body ;  and,  at 

the  same  time,  how  trifling  a  calamity  confinement  must  be 

to  those  who  have  well  employed  their  liberty.     Some  men^ 

impatient  under  so  many  years^  restraint,  would  have  fined 

obscurely  away  with  deqaair ;  and  others,  with  rage,  have 

made  their  bonds  more  galling :  but  Ral^h,  as  in  many 

other  disasters,  so  in  this,  has  left  us  no  common  example  of 

an  heroic  mind.     In  him  we  may  observe  there  is  no  lev^ 

ting  a  sublime  spirit  with  the  subalterns  of  nature ;  press  it 

on  one  part,  it  wiU  still  rise  in  another,  and  be  like  some 

hardy  plants  we  may  have  seen,  whose  heads  will  shoot 

forth  and  flourish  in  the  sight  of  mankind,  though 

»  History  of  Ibe  World,  lib.  a.  eap.  aa.  wet  lo. 

BeS 


His  wiit- 
inSt. 


im  THE  LIFE  OF 

roots  are  closely  fetteiied  in  walls  of  stone.     Happy  Chen 
are  they,  who  in  their  youth  have  so  fortified  themselves 
with  knowledge,  and  attained  to  such  a  relish  of  literature^ 
that,  wheresoever  they  are  driven  by  the  persecutions  of 
power,  they  can  make  the  contemplation  of  wisdom  beguile 
the  sense  of  their  sufferings ;  who  out  of  the  most  prevail- 
ing examples  in  all  ages,  of  patience  and  prudence  in  all 
exigencies,  can  set  themselves  lessons  of  fortitude  and  tasks 
of  imitation  ;  who  can  out  of  the  misfortunes  of  others  ex- 
tract consolations  for  themselves,  or  partake  in  their  pros- 
perity, and  make  it  tributary  to  their  own   contentment. 
Such  carry  with  them  an  infallible  and  undeprivable   so- 
lace, which  can  relieve  them  in  poverty  with  inestimable 
treasure,  and  manumise  them  in  prison  with  intellectual  U« 
berty :  for  the  multitudes  of  anxieties  which  surprise  illite- 
rate and  uncultivated  minds,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
splendid  afBuence  or  adulation,  are  inaccessible  to  them 
under  the  darkest  clouds  of  indigence  or  reproach. 

That  Ralegh,  in  his  greener  years,  did  attiun  to  such  a 
taste  of  letters  as  all  his  succeeding  avocations  could  never 
remove,  and  which  proved  not  only  an  ornament  to  those 
his  earlier  and  happier  days,  but  a  relief  in  his  age  and 
afflictions,  even  so  as  to  render  him  under  his  darker  for- 
tunes and  condition  more  illustrious  than   he  was  in  his 
brightest  prosperity,  may  appear  by  a  survey  of  his  writings, 
from  the  juvenile  productions  of  his  pen,  to  the  more  nume- 
rous and  mature  offsprings  of  his  present  confinement.    But 
in  this  survey,  we  think  not  the  simple  chronological  me- 
thod will  be  either  needful  or  acceptable ;  which,  though 
easiest  and  readiest  for  transcribing,  would  be  most  crude 
and  disjointed  in  reading ;  and  yet  be  incapable  oi  admit- 
ting all  into  their  true  order,  because  we  have  not  the  time 
that  several  of  his  pieces  were  written.     Therefore,  that  we 
may  carry  on  our  discourse  with  some  coherence,  we  shall 
attempt  at  such  a  digestion  as,  upon  a  little  review,  will  na- 
turally arise,  or  most  conveniently,  at  least  in  this  place, 
lead  us,  as  out  of  a  flowery  garden,  into  the  high  road  again 
of  public  action :  for  I  might  perhaps  recommend  some 
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variation,  in  this  arrangement,  of  the  same  pieces,  if  they 
were  to  be  revived  in  a  uniform  and  methodical  edition  of 
m  Walter  Ralegh^s  works ;  so  that  the  junior  efforts  of  his 
muse,  or  more  extemporary  products  of  his  epistolary  cor- 
respondence, might  not,  as  here  for  despatch,  lead  up  the 
rest. 

Now  as  for  these  productions  of  his  muse,  since  several  Poetical, 
of  them  are  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  these  sheets, 
they  need  be  here  only  recapitulated ;  as,  his  poem  on  Graa- 
coign'^s  Steele-Glass ;  The  Excuse;  The  Silent  Lover;  the 
Answer  to  Marions  Pastoral;  with  his  poem  of  Cynthia, 
and  two  more  on  Spenser^s  Fairy  Queen.  Since  the  time 
that  these  seven  were  before  spoken  of,  I  have  met  with 
four  other  such  like  poetical  pieces,  which  seem  also  to  have 
been  composed  by  the  same  hand,  from  those  el^ant  tauto* 
lo^es,  or  retomeUos^  wherein  his  sonnets  and  madrigals  are 
usually  so  correspondent  with  one  another^.  These  were 
all  written  long  before  this  his  imprisonment,  as  were  pro- 


■  Three  of  theae  pieces  are  to  be 
found  in  an  old  collection  of  sereral 
ingenious  poems  and  songs  by  the 
wits  of  the  age;   printed  in    Svo. 
1660,   and    annexed  to    a   comical 
speech  in   prose,  called  Le  Prince 
d'Amour,  printed   the    same    year; 
whicli,  by  the  latter  part  thereof,  en- 
titled, Noctes  TeroplarisB,  or,  a  brief 
chronicle  of  the   dark  reign  of  the 
bright  prince  of  burning  love,  ap- 
pears, in  a  volume  of  the  Harleian 
MSS.  90.  C.  7.  fol.  556.  to  have  been 
written  by  sir  Benjamin  Rudyerd. 
The  poems  published  with  this  speech 
are  improperly  said,  in  the  titie,  to 
be  written  by  the  wits  of  the  age  in 
regard  Iq  the  time  they  were  pub- 
lished :  for,  as  the  publisher  owns, 
in  his  dedication  to  the  honourable 
society  of  the  Middle  Temple,  the 
wit  in  this  collection  was  born  long 
before  our  unhappy  intesUne  divi- 
sions,  and  as  much  in  the  poems 
tiiemselves  is  evident;  there  bong 
among  them  several  written  in  the 
time  of  king  James  and  queen  Eliza- 
beth; and  one  or  more  as  old  as 
king  Henry  VIll.    Among  the  rest, 
one  we  have,  page  131,  entitled,  The 


Lover's  Maze,  a  poem  of  four  stanzas, 
beginning  thus;  ''  Her  face,  her 
«<  tongue,  her  wit,"  &c.  It  is  all 
composed  of  monosyllables,  and  with 
that  ingenious  intncacy  or  transpo- 
sure  which  happily  answers  tiie  title. 
This  is  followed  in  the  next  page 
with  another,  of  three  stanzas,  en- 
titied.  Farewell  to  the  Court ;  begin- 
ning thus;  **  Like  truthless  dreams, 
*<  so  are  my  joys  expired :"  this  is 
again  succeeded  in  the  ensuing  page 
by  another  of  equal  length,  callea. 
The  Advice;  with  this  beginning} 
'*  Many  desire,  but  few  or  none  de- 
"  serve  :**  and  all  three  subscribed 
W.  R.  They  are  apparently,  by  the 
style,  written  at  the  time  that  sir 
Waller  Ralegh  was  celebrated  for 
such  kind  of  compositions,  and  from 
the  sulject,  of  the  two  last  especially, 
no  less  manifiesUy  to  me,  written  by 
himself;  the  one  just  before  his  first 
Guianian  expedition,  the  other,  to  die 
lady  that  was  his  wife.  Lastly,  the 
foorth  poem  above  referred  to  la 
lately  printed  in  a  misoellaDy  caDad 
The   London   Magazine,  for  Anf^ 
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bably  some  also  in  the  Ashmdean  lilmury ;  namely » Erroris 
Responsio,  and  his  Answer  to  the  Lie,  &c.  Besides,  %e 
find  there  is  a  satirical  eU^  on  the  death  cX  the  treasurer 
Cecil,  earl  of  Salisbury,  written  within  this  period,  likewise 
ascribed  to  him  ^;  and  we  have  still  three  |Heoes  more  of  bis 
poetrywritten  afterwards,  and  but  a  short  time  before  bis 
own  death.  These  are  of  a  solemn  nature ;  as,  his  Pilgrim ; 
his  Epigram,  in  allusion  to  the  snuff  of  a  candle ;  lastlj,  a 
divine  stanza,  which  is  caUed  his  Epitaph  <^. 

Epirtoiary.  Next  we  might  speak  of  those  shorter  pieces  also  in  prose, 
his  Letters ;  and  these,  being  written  in  all  parts  of  his  Kfe, 
cannot  perhaps  be  imprc^rlj  enumerated  in  this.  I  have 
seen  of  them  in  print  and  manuscript  to  the  number  of 
twenty-eight :  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  them  have  already  been 
made  use  of  in  the  foregoing  sheets ;  and  the  rest,  as  they 
likewise  are  of  personal  import,  will  be  serviceaUe  in  the 
remainder,  so  they  need  not  be  more  particularly  distin^ 
guished  in  this  place. 

But  those  more  continued  compositions,  which  were  the 
result  of  experience  and  occasion  in  his  several  public  pro- 
fessions or  engagements  of  life,  will  perhaps  first  demand 
our  observation ;  such  as  relate  to  his  character  as  a  war- 
rior, a  sailor,  a  discoverer  of  unknown  countries,  and  a  poll* 
tidan  versed  in  the  interest  of  nations  and  the  arts  of  ga> 

Miiitarj.  vemment.  Among  these,  we  may  first  mention  his  mili- 
tary discourses ;  and  these  concern  either  a  defence  of  Eng- 
land in  particular,  or  contain  general  arguments  and  ex- 
amples of  the  causes  and  reasons  of  war  among  mankind. 
On  the  former  subject,  he  seems  to  have  drawn  up  several 


*>  This  pMtoral  elegy  on  the  earl 
of  Salisbury,  who  died  in  May  i6is» 
was  first  printed  by  F.  Osborne  In 
Ms  MenMMrs  of  king  James,  and  it 
begins  thus :  *<  Here  lies  Hobinol  our 
**  pastor  wbile  e'er,"  &c.  That  an- 
tbor  tells  us,  **  It  came  from  so  smart 
'*  a  peo»  in  the  king's  sense,  that  be 
**  said.  He  hoped  the  author  would 
**  die  before  him :  who  he  was,"  con- 
tinues  he,  «  God  knows."  The  first 
person  I  have  met  with  who  ascribes 
it  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh  is  the  author 


of  his  Life,  printed  in  Sto.  1697; 
(and  afterwards  in  folio;)  wfaooi  Aa* 
thony  Wood  calls  John  SMri^,  th* 
writer  of  several  roniances,  and  audi 
like  things.  Thiswriter  In  that  lJfo» 
page  179,  says,  that  Ralegh  for  Ce* 
cil's  kindness  bestowed  upon  Mb 
that  epitaph,  «*  VHuch  I  am,"  my 
he,  **  upon  very  good  gnoondi,  a»» 
<«  snred  to  be  Ms." 

«  These  are  printed  in  sir  Walttr 
Ralegh's  Remains. 
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remonstranoes  which  are  but  sparingly  and  slowly  come  to 
light.  However,  from  what  has  before  been  obsarved,  oi 
his  having  had  a  principal  hand  in  the  determinations  of  the 
grand  council  of  war  for  putting  the  nation  in  arms  when  it 
was  under  immediate  apprehensions  of  the  Spanish  inva- 
sion,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  he  was  also  the  au* 
thor  of  a  treatise,  containing  Notes  of  Direction  for  such  de- 
fence of  the  Kingdom ;  written  three  years  before,  when  the 
said  enemies  were  beginning  to  shew  their  designs.  To 
this  treatise  was  also  jcnned  a  Direction  for  the  best  and 
most  orderly  Retreat  of  an  Army,  whether  in  Campaign  or 
Straits.  And  these  were  then  presented  in  MS.  to  the  privy- 
council.  Herein,  one  advice  is,  since  frontier  forces  are  un- 
likely to  prevent  an  enemy  from  landing,  that  if  they  should 
land,  through  the  deficiency  or  absence  of  our  shipping,  (for 
this  is  the  force  Ral^h  was  ever  for  having  first  used 
against  such  foreign  invasions,)  it  were  better,  by  driving  or 
clearing  the  country  of  provisions,  and  temporizing,  to  en- 
deavour at  growing  stronger,  and  rendering  the  enemy 
weaker,  than  to  hazard  all  by  a  confused  and  disorderly  de- 
scent of  the  populace  to  oppose  the  first  landing,  as  their 
custom  heretofore  was.  But  this,  chiefly,  among  the  said 
reasons  and  positions,  for  preventing  an  invading  enemy^ 
was  a  little  before  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  armada,  op- 
pugned by  Thomas  Digges,  esq.  muster  master-general  of 
her  majesty's  forces  in  the  Low  Countries,  in  a  Discourse  of 
the  best  Order  for  repulsing  a  foreign  Force,  &c.  which  he 
then  exhibited  in  print  This  produced  an  answer,  which, 
having  been  found  in  an  old  manuscript  copy  among  others 
of  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  discourses^  has  lately  been  pub- 
lished ;  and  which,  by  several  circumstances  therdn,  agree- 
ing with  many  in  his  life,  as  weU  as  with  several  orders  in 
the  aforesaid  council  of  war,  several  passages  in  his  History 
of  the  World,  and  his  other  writings,  offers  many  reasons 
to  believe  it  was  written  by  him  ^.     But  if  we  would  see  his 


'  It  is  entitled,  A  Military  Die-  or  to  temporise  and  defer  the  ntme, 
coufm:  wheflier  it  be  better  for  Eog-  &c.  Now  published  by  NathMuwl 
land  to  gife  an  invader  present  battk.     Booth,  of  Gray's  lnn»  esq.  Sm.  I754« 
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opinion  upon  this  subject  in  a  more  extensive  and  universal 
manner,  it  must  be  in  his  Discourses  of  the  original  and  fun- 
damental cause  of  natural  and  necessary,  arbitrary  and  cus- 
tomary, holy  and  civil  wars^ ;  which,  though  also  published 


containiog  fifhr-two  pages.    The  au- 
thor, in  his  introduction^  tells  us, 
*<  He  has  thought  good,  first  to  set 
**  down  the  reasons  alleged  on  both 
"  sides,  as  he  finds  them  collected 
**  by  his  antagonist ;  and  after  a  re- 
**  ply  to  his  objections,  refers  him- 
'*  self  to  the  censure  of  the  reader, 
*<  who  is  a  soldier ;  not  caring,  in 
<*  this  cause,  for  the  disallowance  of 
"  any,  who  will  bring  a  pound  of 
U  antique    usages    and   customs  to 
"  weigh  down  only  an  ounce  of  true 
*<  reason     and    fresh    experience.*' 
Then  he  sets  forth  that  Brief  Dis- 
course of  the  best  orders  for  repuls- 
ing foreign  forces,  &c.  above  men- 
.tioned ;  which  having  been  reprinted 
under  the  title  of  England's  Defence, 
A  treatise  against  invasion,  fbl.  1680, 
and    under  the   name    of   Thomas 
Digges,  as  I  have  found  in  the  co- 
pious library  of  a  learned  acquaint- 
ance ;  it  is  therefore  ascribed  to  him 
labove.    That  discourse  of  Digges's, 
which  in  this  military  discourse  be- 
gins at  page  4.  and  ends  page  13.  is 
jiccompanied  in  almost  every  article 
witli  our  respoudent's  marginal  notes, 
and  attended  at  the  cud  with  a  reply 
to  the  reasons  therein  ;    the  whole 
wiudiug  up  with  the  chief  points  of 
his  former  treatise,   collected    into 
brief  notes  of  direction,  as  is  above 
observed,  which  he  had  presented  to 
aome  of  the  lords  of  the  council  in 
1585 ;  and  which  gave  occasion  to 
Digges's  said  Brief  Discourse  in  or 
near  tlie  year  1588,  and  that  pro- 
duced this  Military  Discourse  about 
or  soon   after  1590,  including  the 
same,  and  comprising  the  whole  of 
the  controversy.    The  editor  of  this 
pamphlet,  in   his  dedication  to  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  has  these  words  to 
his  grace :  <*  Having  lately,  among 
**  some  other  valuable  papers  of  sir 
*'  Walter  Ralegh,  found  the  foUow- 
**  ing  dissertation  in  manuscript,  I 
•<  thought   the    publication    thereof 
**  was  a  debt  due  to  my  country,  as 
**  well  as  to  the  memory  of  that  great 


«  man."  And  I  have  in  tbe  copy 
which  the  said  gentleman  cooaRiiini- 
cated  for  my  perusal,  marked  oat 
near  twenty  passages  and  expres- 
sions, which  so  well  agree  wi&  otben 
in  the  life  and  writings  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  that  I  cannot  think  any  otber 
person  to  have  been  the  author  of 
those  notes  and  reply.  Such,  among 
the  rest,  are  his  being  ia  the  wars  of 
France  and  Flanders,  particnlarlythe 
battle  of  Moncountour,  and  that  of 
Rimeoant ;  his  perfect  knowledge  of 
Dover  haven,  and  other  incidenti 
mentioned  before  in  his  Life  :  beades 
his  historical  observations  of  otber 
persons ;  which,  with  several  rea- 
sons and  arguments  about  landing 
of  forces,  and  the  unproportionable 
speed  of  marching  up  an  army  to 
keep  pace  with  the  sidling  of  a  fleet, 
almost  in  the  same  words  as  we  have 
before  observed  out  of  his  History  of 
the  World,  and  his  other  writings. 

*  So  I  find  t¥ro  discourses  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  property  titled.  The 
first  is  printed  in  his  essays,  8vo. 
1650,  and  has  been  reprinted  in  the 
TTiree  Discourses  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, 8vo.  1703,  beginning  thus; 
'*  The  ordinary  theme  and  argument 
'*  of  history  is  war ;  which  may  be 
**  defined,  the  erercite  of  vioienct 
**  under  sovereign  command,  agamsl 
*•  withstanders*  force ;  authority  and 
**  resistance  being  the  essential  parts 
«  thereof:"  but  in  this  last  edi- 
tion, improperly  divided,  and  the  last 
division  entiUed,  Of  Ecclesiastical 
Power ;  whereas  in  the  first  edition, 
and  the  leaf  Fab,  which  would  have 
been  page  40.  had  it  beeu  numbered, 
this  new  titled  division  appears  only 
a  continuation  of  Tbe  original  Cause 
of  War ;  though  indeed,  through  the 
papal  power  and  dispensations,  by 
that  distinction  which  is  called  kofy 
war.  This  division  is  also  misplaced 
in  the  said  last  edition ;  for  there  is 
another  discourse  of  unnatural  or 
civil  war  interfering.  This,  though 
never  before  printed,  1  have  also  i 
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several  years  after  his  death,  have  sufficient  marks  of  ge- 
nuineness upon  them.  There  are  other  writings  of  his  be- 
sides, which  relate  to  this  topic.  But  as  war  in  them  is 
treated  of  subordinately,  and  rather  with  respect  to  some 
national  advantages  wherewith  it  might  have  been  main^ 
tained  against  our  enemies,  as  the  posture  of  affairs  then 
was,  or  the  personal  behaviour  of  some  particular  men,  so 
we  may  think  it  more  proper  to  speak  of  them  under  other 
divisions. 

Among  these,  that  which  admits  of  his  Maritime  Dis-Maritim»i. 
courses  may  not  perhaps  be  least  observable,  being  a  sub- 
ject so  scarcely  handled  by  men  of  such  learning  and  expe- 
rience, yet  of  such  importance  to  a  people  in  our  situation. 
And  under  this  head,  that  which  should  here  be  perhaps 
first  spoken  of,  though  indeed  one  of  the  last  pieces  he 
wrote  in  this  state  of  durance,  is,  his  Discourse  of  the  In- 
vention of  Shipping  f.  Sec.  wherein  he  treats  of  the  use,  de- 


« 
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800  to  believe  genuine  from  some 
passages  in  it  t^t  might  be  paral- 
leled with  others  in  his  History  of 
the  World  and  elsewhere:  but  it 
should  be  placed  or  printed  last,  be- 
cause the  rery  first  words  of  it  are, 
'*  The  last  kind  of  war  we  diall 
'*  treat  of  is  the  unnatural,  otherwise 
"  called  the  intestine  or  civil  war ; 
and  though  it  has  the  same  mo- 
tives of  ambition,  avarice,  or  re- 
venge, as  the  arbitrary  and  custom- 
ary war,  yet  is  of  a  quite  differ- 
ent nature,  and  must  be  otherwise 
defined,"  &c. 
^  This  -appears  in  several  parts  to 
be  a  genuine  piece  of  our  author, 
but  incorrectly  printed,  as  most  of 
his  posthumous  works  are,  especially 
in  the  proper  names.  It  is  the  first 
discourse  in  a  book  called.  Judicious 
and  select  Essays  and  Observations 
of  that  renowned  and  learned  knight 
sir  Walter  Ralegh :  printed  in  Svo. 
1650,  1667,  *°<^  (^^^  discourse  of 
Shipping)  reprinted  again,  among  the 
Genuine  Remains  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, at  the  end  of  an  abridgment  of 
his  History  of  the  World,  Svo.  1 700. 
That  book  of  Essays  is  dedicated,  by 
the  bookseller,  to  the  much  honoured 
Carew  Ralegh,  esq.  &c.  and  this  first 
discourse  therein  consists  of  forty- 


two  pages ;  yet  seems  an  unfinished 
piece,  and  at  the  end,  to  our  great 
regret,  no  more  than  the  first  chap- 
ter of  a  larger  work.  As  the  time 
when  the  discourse  before  mentioned 
of  the  Causes  of  War  was  written, 
may  be  guessed  from  that  passage  in  ^ 
.it  mentioning  the  maritime  contro-' 
versy  between  Selden  and  Grotins; 
so  the  time  when  this  discourse  of 
Shippiug  was  composed  may  be  like- 
wise inferred  from  sir  Walter's  refer- 
ence, page  39,  .to  a  pamphlet,  called 
The  Trades  Encrease,  which  I  have 
seen  and  observed  to  be  printed, 
4to.  1615 :  unless  there  was  a  prior 
edition.  Of  both  these  discourses  I 
have  been  obliged  with  two  old  ma- 
nuscript copies  by  Nathanael  Booth, 
of  Gray's  Inn,  esq.  before  mentioned. 
They  seem  to  have  been  corrected 
from  the  printed  copies  in  some 
places,  and  indeed  will  not  yield 
many  considerable  corrections  of 
them  in  others.  There  may  need  no 
apology  for  the  following  eitract 
from  this  last  Discourse  of  our  au- 
thor's Observations  on  the  Improve- 
ment of  Shipping  in  his  own  time } 
since  he  is  affirmed,  to  his  immortal 
glory,  to  have  had  himself  so  great  a 
share  in  it. 
**  Whosoever  was  the  ioTenlor,  we 
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fects,  and  improvements  thereof;  the  strength   and  defi- 
ciency of  the  sea  forces  of  England^  France,  Spain,  and 


«  find  that  every  age  hjis  added 
<*  somewhat  to  ships,  and  to  all  things 
**  else :  and  in  my  own  time,  the 
*'  shape  of  our  Eufflish  ships  has  been 
**  gn'^atly  bettered.  It  is  not  long 
**  since  the  striking  of  the  topmast 
*'  (a  wonderful  ease  to  great  ships, 
**  both  at  sea  and  harbour)  has  been 
**  devised,  together  with  the  chain- 
**  pump,  which  takes  up  twice  as 
**  much  water  as  the  oidlnary  one 
«  did.  We  have  lately  added  the 
«  bonnet  and  the  drabler.  To  the 
**  courses  we  have  devised  studding 
**  sails,  topgallant  sails,  spritsails, 
"  topsails ;  the  weighing  of  anchors 
'*  by  the  capstan  is  also  new.  We 
*'  have  fallen  into  the  consideration 
<*  of  cables,  and  thereby  resist  the 
*<  malice  of  the  greatest  winds  that 
*'  can  blow;  witness  our  small  Mil- 
**  brook  men  of  Cornwall,  that  ride 
**  it  out  at  anchor  half  seas  over 
"  between  England  and  Ireland,  all 
"  the  winter  quarter :  and  witness 
"  the  Hollanders,  who  were  wont 
"  to  ride  before  Dunkirk  witli  the 
"  wind  at  north-west,  making  a  lee- 
"  shore  in  all  weathers.  For  true  it 
«  is,  that  the  length  of  the  cable  is 
<«  the  life  of  the  ship  in  all  extreroi- 
**  ties ;  and  the  reason  is,  because 
<*  it  makes  so  many  bendings  and 
**  waves,  as  the  ship,  riding  at  that 
'*  length,  is  not  able  to  stretch  it, 
'*  and  nothing  breaks  that  is  not 
**  stretched.  In  extremity,  we  carry 
**  our  ordnance  better  than  we  were 
'*wont;  because  our  nether- over- 
'<  loops  are  raised  commonly  from 
"  the  water  between  the  lower  part 
"  of  the  port  and  the  sea.  In  king 
**  Henry  VIII. 's  time,  and  in  his  pre- 
'*  sence  at  Portsmouth,  the  Mary 
'*  Rose,  by  a  little  sway  of  the  ship 
*'  in  casting  about,  her  ports  being 
*<  within  sixteen  inches  of  the  water, 
**  was  overset  and  lost,  and  in  her 
"  that  worthy  knight  sir  George  Ca- 
**  rew,  cousin-german  to  the  lord 
<*  Carew  now  living ;  and  with  him, 
"  besides  many  other  gentlemen,  the 
"  lather  of  the  late  renowned  sir  Ri- 
"  chard  Grenvill.  We  have  also 
"  raised  our  second  deckty  and  given 
"  more  vent  thereby  to  their  ord- 


"  nance  lying  on  our  netlier-over- 
**  loops.    We  have  added  croit  pH- 
**  lars  in  our  royal  ships,  to  strengtfaeii 
**  them,  which  being  fastened  firon 
'*  the  kelson  to  the  beams  of  the  se- 
"  cond  deck,  keep  them  from  seCtliiig 
«  or  giving  way  in   all  distresses. 
<*  We  have  given  longer  floors  to 
<*  our  ships  than  in  elder  tSmea*  and 
"  better  bearing  under  water;  wliere- 
**  by  they  never  fall  into  the  sea, 
«  after    the    head,  and   shake   the 
*<  wliole  body,  or  sink  stem,  nor  stoop 
"  upon  a  wind,  by  wldcfa  the  break- 
*'  ing  loose  of  our  ordnance,  or  dia- 
**  use  of  them,  with  many  odier  &- 
"  commodities,  are  avoided.    And  to 
'*  say  the  truth,  a  miserable  shame 
**  and  dishonour  it  were  for  our  sfaip- 
**  Wrights,  if  they  did  not  exceed  idl 
'*  other  in  setting  up  of  our  royal 
"  ships ;  the  errors  of  other  natkms 
<*  being    far    more    excusable  than 
**  ours :  fDr  the  kings  of  Eagiaad 
«  have  for  many  years  been  at  the 
*'  charge  to  build  and  furnish  a  nary 
*'  of  powerful  ships  for  their  own  de- 
*'  fence,   and  for  the    wars    onlv; 
<<  whereas  the    French,    Spanlanify 
«  Pbrtugals,  and  Holkmden,  tiU  of 
**  late,  have  had  no  proper  fleet  be- 
**  longing  to  their  princes  or  states." 
Thus  far  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  his 
said  Discourse  of  Shipping,  p.   16. 
&c.     And  thus  much  of  it  may  not 
be  thought  impertinent  in  his  Life, 
at  least  in  this  subjunctive  manner, 
since  these  improvements,  or  some 
of  them,  seem  to  hare  a  nearer  rela- 
tion to  him,  than,  through  his  pra- 
denoe,  in  the  state  he  now  was,  or 
perhaps  the  notoriety  of  his  share 
in  these  improvements,  it  was  need- 
ful further  to  express:  for  I  have 
read  in  the  appendix  to  a  History  off 
the  Inventors  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
printed  i2mo.    1686.   that  we  owe 
the  serviceable  model  of  our  modem 
ship-building  to  the  inventions  or  A* 
rections  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh.     And 
to  the  same  purpose  of  effectually 
employing  this  his  superior  know- 
ledge in  naval  architecture  to  the 
safeguard  and  strength  of  the  Bation^ 
we  mav  presume  those  grants  were 
made  him  by  queen  Enzabeth  iv 
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Venice;  with  five  causes  o(  the  rise  of  the  Hollanders :  his 
encouragement  of  a  mutual  friendship  between  them  and 
England,  as  also  of  the  Newcastle  trade.  This  might  lead 
us  more  particularly  to  his  excellent  Observadons  and  Notes 
otHioeming  the  Royal  Navy  and  Sea-Service  B,  which  he  de- 
dicated to  the  prince  of  Wales,  as  is  before  mentioned ;  there- 
fore all  we  need  observe  more  of  it  in  this  place  is,  that 
herein  he  discourses,  tmder  distinct  heads,  of  the  officers  ot 
the  navy,  of  some  errors  to  be  reformed  in  ship-building ; 
and  others,  in  harbouring  and  manning  the  fleet ;  of  sur- 
charg^g  them  with  great  ordnance ;  the  defects  in  sheathing 
and  caulking ;  the  abuses  in  victualUng ;  inconveniency  ot 
the  ODok-rooms;  of  mustering  and  pressing  mariners;  of 
arms  and  munition;  and  lastly,  <^  captains  to  serve  in 
his  majeety^s  ships.  With  the  second  bead  or  ch^ter  in 
thb  tract  agrees  his  letter  to  prince  Henry,  before  spoken 
of,  conc^ning  the  model  of  a  ship  >i.  And  in  his  introduc- 
tion to  the  said  observations,  as  was  also  said,  our  author 
mentions  a  Discourse  of  a  roaritimal  voyage,  with  the  pas- 
sages and  inindents  therein  >,  which  he  had  formerly  written 
to  that  prince.  This,  if  it  is  now  in  being,  must,  I  tlunk, 
remain  still  in  manuscript ;  for  no  other  knowledge  of  it 
have  I  elsewhere  met  with ;  therefore  it  has,  I  fear,  endured 
the  same  fate  with  that  other  work,  probably  more  copious 
and  connderable,  and  to  which,  as  what  might  seem  de- 
signed to  bring  the  others  into  practice,  they  may  appear 
only  preparatory.  This  work,  though  taken  notice  of  by 
no  other  author  who  has  written  of  him,  is  thus  mentioned 
by  himself.  "  Of  the  Art  of  War  by  Sea,  I  have  written  a 
"  treatise  to  the  lord  Henry,  prince  of  Wales.  A  subject, 
"  to  my  knowledge,  never  handled  by  any  man  andent  or 
"  modem :  but  God  has  spared  me  the  labour  of  finishing 

bUiDf  of  timber  ;  ooe  rhereofuei-  nborcmeationed;  caatls^Dgoffotty- 
UDt,  entitled,  A  Wirmat  lo  rir  Wsl.  rii  pla- 
ter Ralegb  for  two  humlreJ  onks,  to  ^  Fridled  in  ur  Waller  Rxl^'i 
be  taken  ID  ilr  Fruicii  EngleiSrId'i  Remaini.  iimo.  1651,  and  &t  aob- 
woudij  aqd  it  is  pruened  in  tbe  Kqaent  Klitiou,  cODtaiuldg  beuraeE 
Aehmolwn  Moienui  at  Oxford.  three  aod  fanr  pasea. 

■  PriBted  8to.  iAjo,  in  ibe  eoUec-  '  Hia  ObMTratloat  on  tbe  Roval 

tiOD  of  «lr  Waller  Ralegfa'i  fuj*  NaT]r,  p.  i. 
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« 


it,  by  the  loss  of  that  brave  prince;  of  which,  like  an 
^*  eclipse  of  the  sun,  we  shall  find  the  eiFects  hereafter.  Im- 
^^  possible  it  is  to  equal  words  and  sorrows :  I  will  therefore 
<<  leave  him  in  the  hands  of  God  that  hath  him :  Curte 
"  leves  loquuntur;  ingentes  siupent^.'*''  This  may  lead  us 
up  to  such  of  his  discourses  as  represent  this  art  in  execu- 
tion, particularly  those  two  gallant  naval  actions  wherein  air 
Richard  Grenvill  lost  his  life,  and  himself  won  a  most  sig- 
nal victory,  of  which  his  own  pen  has  preserved  the  faithful 
memorials  in  his  Report  of  the  Truth  of  the  Fight  about  the 
Isles  of  Azores  i,  and  his  epistolary  account  of  the  action  at 
Cadiz™:  both  of  them  before  abstracted  into  this  .work. 
Nor  did  his  care  terminate  in  the  best  advice  for  the  r^uhu 
tion  and  maintenance  of  our  shipping,  or  in  recording  some  ^ 
of  the  most  notable  achievements  performed  therewith,  but 
extended  to  the  choice  and  reparation  of  the  most  conve- 
nient harbours  for  their  reception ;  and  that  not  only  by  his 
speeches  in  parliament,  as  we  have  already  seen,  but  also  by 
a  memorial  he  presented  to  queen  Elizabeth  touching  the 
port  of  Dover  in  particular ;  declaring  how  honourable  and 
profitable  to  her  majesty,  how  necessary  and  commodious 
for  the  realm,  the  rebuilding^t  would  be ;  with  the  least 
expensive  and  most  perfect  manner  of  performing  the 
same". 


k  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  History  of 
the  World,  lib.  5.  cap.  1.  sect.  6. 

1  Of  this  Report  of  the  fight  about 
the  Azores,  coDtainiog  about  two 
sheets,  see,  in  this  narrative  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  Life,  the  abstract 
and  references  from  p.  143  to  p.  150. 
also  note  *,  p.  1 1 2.  And  here  further 
concerning  the  same,  we  may  ob- 
serve, that  it  seems  to  have  given 
matter  for  an  heroic  poem ;  which 
was,  a  few  years  after  the  said  Re- 
port, published ;  entitled,  The  most 
honorable  Tragedie  of  sir  Richard 
Grin  vile,  knt.  8vo.  1595,  dedicated 
to  the  lord  Montjoy  by  Jervis  Mark- 
ham.  It  is  composed  in  stanzas  of 
eight  verses,  and  near  ninety  pages 
in  length. 

"  This  relation  of  the  Cadiz  ac- 
tion   contiuns    near    seven    pages. 


among  the  Remains,  at  the  end  of  an 
abridgment  of  sir  Walter  Ra1egfa*8 
History  of  the  World,  Svo.  1 700,  waa 
then  first  published  by  Philip  Ralegh, 
esq.  and  is  apparently  a  genuine 
piece,  as  may  be  gathered  from  those 
other  accounts  interwoven  and  agree- 
ing with  it,  where  it  is,  mostly,  be- 
fore inserted,  p.  238,  &c. 

"  This  memorial  toucliiug  Dover 
port  is  also  before  referred  to,  page 
349;  it  consists  of  about  two  sheeta 
in  tbe  pamphlet  there  mentioned, 
called.  An  Essay  on  Ways  and  Means 
to  maintain  the  honour  and  safety  of 
England,  published  by  sir  H.  Shears, 
4to.  1701.  Ttic  publisher  says,  page 
9.  (for  Uie  part  ascribed  to  sir  Walter 
Ralegh  goes  no  further,)  that  he  found 
this  part  of  the  memorial,  drawn  tip 
by  sir  Walter  RaU*gh,  or  sir  Dudley 
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But  if  we  advance  to  his  more  extenuve  pursuits  and  per- 
formances relatiug  to  that  topic,  they  will  lead  us  into  a  new 
geogrsphy,  into  discoveries  and  descriptions  of  unknown  <5*'W*''- 
countries,  with  the  voyages  which  himself,  and  others  uttder 
his  charge  and  directions,  made  to  that  purpose.  And  un- 
der  this  head  would  fall  those  papers  and  discourses  of  his, 
concerning  the  discovery,  plantation,  and  settlement  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  wCTe  in  the  posseswon  of  sir  Francis  Walang- 
ham,  as  was  before  observed  " ;  but  whether  now  recover- 
able I  know  not,  nor  what  is  become  of  his  treatise  of  the 
West  Indies,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  very  comprehen- 
^ve  work  by  the  short  sketch  himself  has  given  of  its  con- 
tmts  before  quoted  P.  Better  luck  seems  to  have  befallen 
his  writings  upon  Guiana;  for  we  have  at  least  four  of  his 
discourses  on  that  country  in  being,  though  they  probably 
are  not  all  he  writ  thereon  ;  as,  first,  his  Considerations  on 
the  Voyage  for  Guiana,  which  I  never  saw  in  print  1.  Se- 
condly, his  Discovery  of  the  large,  rich,  and  beautiful  em- 
pire of  Guiana,  which  he  priuted  himself,  and  being  before 
largely  used  and  spoken  of,  the  less  need  be  said  of  it  here ''. 

Digge>>  unoDg  tbe  rubbish  of  old  '  After  Uie  extract  [rom  thia  trca- 
pipen.nhilebcMrTcditi  tWoffice  of  tise,  of  wlint  more  personally  cod- 
OTdoiDcc.  Bat  I  Ibiok  it  could  not  ccros  sir  Walter  Ralegb,  before  ta- 
be  writ  by  sir  Dudley  Difcgea,  be-  serted  iu  thin  Urp,  from  p.  187  to  113. 
CBOK  the  author,  directing  hioiself  follows  a  chitracter  of  hii  said  dia- 
to  queen  Eliubetii,  speaki  fnmiliarly  coarse  upon  the  discovery  of  Gnlana 
of  tbiugs  he  hod  seen  in  tbe  Low  (rom  MTcral  anthon;  which  mifht 
Countries  iti  her  time,  vbenric  Dud-  atill  be  augmeuled  from  tbe  furUier 
ley  Digges  had  not  left  the  uaifer-  lestiinony  of  one  of  them,  nunelv. 
aity.  Robert  Harcourt,  of  StanlOD  Har- 
*  See  p.  78.  of  this  rolume.  court,  esq.  whose  voyage  to  Gaiaaa 
T  See  p.  tto.  of  tliia  Tolame.  in  160B,  having  met  widi,  in  bis  own 
4  Tbe  contents  of  this  mannscript  edition,  prinlal  4I0.  16,10,  among 
mny  be  c^nceircd  from  the  words  tbe  collec^na  al  that  learned  and 
wherewith  it  begins,  which  are  as  worthy  gentleman  Mr.  Reorge  Sale, 
follows :  "  Touching  tbe  voyage  for  I  find  a  preface  pre&ied  Ihere- 
'■  Guiana,  it  ia  to  be  coaudered,  10,  omitted  in  Purchaa'a  edition  be< 
"  Gnt,  Whether  it  be  to  be  under-  fore  aaed ;  In  which  captain  Har- 
"  taken  f  secoudiv,  llie  manner  of  court,  baring  declared  bow  effCC' 
"  inbduingiti  and  lastly,  Tbe  means  toally  and  faithfully  air  Walter  (U- 
"  bow  to  subdue  it,  and  annex  it  to  legh  had  pnblidied  what  be  then  and 
"  tbe  crown  imperial  of  England."  there  diacovercd,  recommends  to  Out 
It  connsta  of  dght  leaiES  iu  quarto,  reader's  penual  "  ibis  eicellent  db- 
and  is,  I  believe,  a  rarity  ;  baring  no  "course,  proceeding,"  say*  be, 
where  met  with  it  but  auHmg  tbe  "  fiam  ao  wise  and  Jndidal  aa  Ma- 
magnificent  collectioaa  of  dr  Hans  "  Ibor;  who,  if  some  known  fortane* 
SkMue.  "  (mentdng  hit  engagMneati  at  C»- 
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Thirdly,  his  Journal  of  his  second  Voyage  to  Guiaoa. 
This  remains  still  in  manuscript,  and  perhaps  should  do  ao; 
it  being  unfinished  and  full  of  chasms,  seeming  to  contain 
only  notes  and  observations  for  his  own  memory,  when  he 
should  have  leisure,  at  his  return  into  England,  to  digest  and 
fill  up  the  particulars  in  a  continued  discourse :  acoofdiogly 
it  seems  to  have  supplied  him  therewith,  when  he  wrote  his 
Apology  for  the  said  voyage.  But  as  both  these  will  be 
made  use  of  in  the  subsequent  part  of  our  narrative,  it  will 
be  then  time  enough  to  speak  more  distinctly  of  theoi. 
And  there  also  will  be  mentioned  the  four  or  five  letters  we 
have  of  his  extant  concerning  the  said  last  expedition. 

After  his  writings  becoming  the  character  of  an  able 
commander  both  by  land  and  sea,  if  we  look  for  him  as  an 
author  in  the  civil  or  political  capacity,  we  may  find  him 
there  also  no  less  eminent ;  we  may  behold  him  in  this  light 
no  less  qualified  to  govern  nations,  than  in  the  other  to  ocm- 
quer  and  defend  them.  Some  of  his  compoations^  under 
this  distribution,  are  of  a  general  nature ;  as  that  caUed  the 
Seat  of  Grovemment,  shewing  it  to  be  upheld  by  the  two 
great  pillars  of  civil  justice  and  martial  policy ;  and  how  this 
is  framed  out  of  the  husbandmen,  merchants,  and  gentry 
of  the  realm.     The  first  of  these  ranks  or  degrees  he  calls 


*<  disy  in  the  island  voyage,  &c.)  bad 
**  not  crossed  his  fint  intendments, 
**  for  the  prosecuting  that  enterprise, 
"  had,  in  all  UkelilMod,  long  before 
<*  this  time,  increased  the  honour  of 
«  our  nation,  by  the  most  famous 
*'  and  rich  discovery  and  conquest 
*'  that  the  world  could  afford.'*  Be- 
ndes  the  two  editions  in  English,  the 
first  whereof,  published  by  Ralegh, 
contains  about  thirteen  sheets,  and 
the  other  in  Hakluyt,  about  nine; 
alio  one  in  Latin  before  mentioned, 
printed  in  4to.  at  Noremberg,  with  a 
map  :  there  are  accounts  of  two  edi- 
tions of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  voyage 
to  Guiana  in  Dutch,  one  4U>.  1612, 
which  must  be  this  of  his  Discovery, 
and  the  other  in  1619.  Edmund 
Howes,  in  his  addition  to  Stow's 
Annals,  says,  it  has  been  translated 
almost  into  all  languages.   But  whe- 


ther the  exquisite  translation  into 
Latin,  he  says  there  is  of  it  in  one  of 
Theodore  de  Bry's  volumes  of  Mo- 
dem Navigations,  is  the  same  with 
the  Latin  ^ition  in  4to.  before  men- 
tioned, or  any  such  there  is  among 
tiiose  valuable  volumes,  I  am  not  yet 
certain  ;  though  I  remember  much  in 
one  of  them,  printed  at  Frankfort, 
fol.  1 590,  relating  to  the  first  Virgi- 
nian voyages ;  whereby  it  appemrs 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  a  great  patron 
and  encourager  of  the  said  author, 
and  which  would  have  confirmed  or 
embellished  some  passages  in  that 
part  of  these  sheets  which  gives  ac- 
count thereof,  had  the  intelligence  I 
have  since  been  favoured  with  by 
an  honourable  geuUeman  arrived 
timely  enough  to  have  been  admitted 
in  its  proper  place. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  iSS 

the  frmUtrees  of  the  kingdom,  or  those  who  gather  the 
honey,  yet  hardly  enjoy  the  wax:  and  as  these  feed,  00 
the  second  sort  enrich  it;  nourishing  such  trades  as  have 
asAsted  our  kings  with  great  aumB  of  money  and  great 
fleets  upon  occamon ;  while  the  third  tort,  our  gentry,  he 
calls  the  garrisons  i^  good  order  throughout  the  realm ; 
or  means  rather  they  have  been  or  should  be  such,  more 
than  they  were  in  these  latter  times,  to  agree  with  a  note  he 
has  elsewhere  dropped  upon  them '.  But  this  little  essay  ap- 
pears, by  one  tepresnon  towards  the  concludon,  (menti<Hiing 
something  to  be  hereafter  proved,  which  is  not,)  to  be  no 
more  than  a  fn^ment  ■■  The  like  we  apprehend  of  his  Ob- 
servations concerning  the  Causes  of  the  Magnificent^  and 
Opulency  of  Cides,  from  a  word  in  the  very  first  paragraph, 
referring  to  such  people  as  seem  to  have  been  before  men- 
tioned ".  Though  in  the  main  this  is  a  general  discourse, 
it  bears  some  particular  references  to  a  rude  and  barbarous 
people ;  and  might  possibly  be  the  result  of  such  considenu 
bons  as  must  have  engaged  his  mind,  when  those  propom- 
tdons  were  on  foot  for  founding  the  city  of  Ralegh  in  Vir- 
ginia, as  was  before  intimated.  In  this  little  essay,  wer 
having  spoken  of  the  means  to  civilize  and  reform  such  a 
people,  he  proceeds,  under  distinct  heads,  to  treat  of  the 
best  situaUon  of  <dties  for  safety  and  plenty ;  of  the  multi- 
tude of  inhabitants,  religion,  academies,  courts  ai  justice, 
artificers,  privil^es,  and  triumphs ;  so  concludes  with  those 
three  causes  of  confirming  a  dty  in  her  greatness,  justice, 
peace,  and  plenty.  Of  a  more  extenuve  nature  still  is  that 
treatise  we  have  of  bis,  called  Maxims  of  State  * ;  b^ng  a 

'  Dcdoeed  fron  >  character  of  the  begtiiaing  thai :  "  That    the    onlf 

CiHtluigiBluu,  in  hia  Hluorr  of  tbe  "  wajr  to  dfUiM  and    rafonn  &e 

World,  Bb.  s.cap.  1.MCI.J.  ■   "^  "^ '= ' 

•  Tbi«  Seat  of  GonrDmeBt  wu 

printed   fint,    I   think,  in    Rilegfa'a  ..,      — 

Rem>ins,i3nio.i6ji,udiDtbelut  •  Fb«t  pnUiabd  andar  die  titls  of 

or  largeil  rdifma  li  uut  abore  (oar  The  Prince,  or  Manou  of   Stale. 

pagea,  befinnin;  ibuii;  "  Tbeir  aay  London,  410.1641,  in  aertn  ilieeta, 

"  tliat  die  soodliest  cedan,"  &e.  aa  widi  lir  Walter  Ralegh's  ^ctan  b*- 

iainitnotebefon:<iuotcd.  brail;  pobliabed  a^aia  is  hu  R»- 

"  Theae  Obserrationawere  printed  nalni,  nmo.  i6S'>  ■"*  *^^  ••"  ■"*■ 

■t  the  tarns  time,  in  the  uune  collec-  ee«diaf  editiona  IheMof.    A.  W<M»d 

tion,aDdcoDtainaboiiteteTenpaseai  laj*, It  la  Ac  ■> 
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methodical  compendium  of  government  in  all  or  mo6t  of  iu 
forms  and  branches ;  with  many  of  its  chapters  analytically 
digested  for  the  sake  of  brevity  and  perspicuity.  Herein 
having  explained  and  defined  the  words  government,  po- 
licy, state,  and  the  office  of  sovereignty,  he  proceeds  to  dis- 
tinguish the  several  sorts  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  free 
state,  tyranny,  oligarchy,  and  commonwealth.  Then  of  the 
founding  a  state,  with  its  parts,  and  of  preserving  it  under 
those  several  forms,  by  mysteries  or  sophisms,  rules  or  ac- 
tions. Lastly,  the  conver^on  of  states,  general  and  parti- 
cular, by  foreign  invasion,  domestic  sedition,  or  alt^ntion 
without  violence.  Thus  ends  this  treatise;  to  which  is 
joined,  as  a  kind  of  corollary  for  the  better  use  of  the  book, 
two  or  three  passages  in  the  story  of  David :  from  whence 
an  inference  is  drawn,  that  old  age  is  not  always  unfit  for 
government ;  and  also  a  defence  of  that  prince  for  marrying 
Abishag :  so  closes  with  a  portrait  of  political  nobility,  in 
the  story  of  Adonijah  aspiring  to  the  kingdom ;  with  observa- 
tions of  the  marks  to  discern  such  practices ;  and  another  of 
the  political  prince,  in  a  further  example  of  the  said  king 
David ;  who,  though  aged,  deserted,  and  rebelled  agunst 
by  many  of  his  nobles,  stirred  up  himself  to  public  action, 
and  thereby  shewed  his  vigour  and  sufficiency  to  manage 
the  aflairs  of  his  kingdom.  Herewith  may  be  mentioned 
that  larger  treatise  bordering  upon  these  subjects,  which  is 
called  The  Arts  of  Elmpire  x,  &c.  but  handled  in  a  different 


ot  State,  8vo.  Lond.  1661 ;  published 
by  John  Milton.  It  begins  in  this 
manner :  *'  Government  is  of  two 
"  sorts,"  &c. 

r  This  alio  had  the  same  famous 
editor,  being  first  published  with  the 
title  of  The  Cabinet-Council,  contain- 
ing the  chief  arts  of  empire,  and 
mjrsteries  of  state  discabineted,  &c. 
by  the  ever  renowned  knight  sir 
Walter  Ralegh :  published  by  John 
Milton,  esq.  8vo.  1658,  who  prefixed 
thb  motto,  "  $2uis  Martem  tunica 
*'  tectum,  adamantina  digne  scripse- 
"  rit  ? "  The  editor's  opinion  of  this 
book  and  Its  author  he  further  offers 
to  the  reader  in  these  words :  "  Har- 


«  ing  had  tlie  MS.  of  this  treatise 
**  written  by  sir  Walter  Ralegh  mtny 
"  years  in  my  hands,  and  finding  it 
**  lately  by  chance  among  other  books 
*'  and  papers;  upon  reading  tliereof, 
<<  1  thought  it  a  kind  of  injnry  to 
*<  withhold  longer  the  work  of  so 
**  eminent  an  anthor  finom  the  pub- 
*'  lie ;  it  being  both  answerable  in 
*'  style  to  other  worlu  of  hit  already 
"  extant,  as  far  aa  the  subject  would 
<<  permit,  and  given  me  for  a  true 
'*  copy  by  a  learned  man  at  his 
*'  death,  who  had  collected  serenl 
«  such  pieces.  John  Milton.**  In 
the  second  edition  it  was  titled.  The 
Arts  of  Empire,  and  Myiteriet  of 
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manner.  It  is  divided  into  twenty-six  chapters,  defining 
public  weals,  and  diiFerences  of  sovereignty ;  more  particu- 
larly the  three  kinds  of  monarchy,  and  how  to  perpetuate 
them.  Also  of  councib  and  counsellors,  officers,  commis- 
sioners, magistrates,  and  ministers  of  state.  Of  justice, 
treasure,  and  war.  Of  neighbouring  princes.  The  charac- 
ter of  an  excellent  prince.  Art  of  ruling.  Of  princely  au- 
thority, power,  and  force.  Of  conspiracy  and  treason,  pub- 
lic hatred,  diffidence,  and  dissimulation.  Of  war,  defensive 
and  invasive,  law  of  arms,  soldiers  and  their  discipline.  Of 
generals  and  commanders,  councils  of  war,  directions  tactic 
and  stratagemic ;  with  advice  how  to  make  an  honourable 
peace.  Of  civil  war ;  with  the  causes  and  remedies  thereof. 
And  the  two  last  chapters  contain  a  collection  of  political 
observations  and  maxims  of  state ;  or  prudential  grounds 
and  polemical  precepts  concerning  all  states  and  forms  of 
policy,  &c.  confirmed  by  select  narrations  and  historical  pa- 
rallels. 

But  if  we  descend  to  those  political  writings  of  our  au- 
thor, which  were  occasionally  composed;  and  with  more 
particular  regard  to  the  exigents  of  state  in  his  own  time, 
through  the  virtues  of  a  penetrating  eye  into  the  drifts  of 
every  neighbouring  nation,  and  an  undiscourageable  heart 
for  the  security  and  interest  of  his  own,  we  shall  find  them 
still  more  numerous.     And  these,  as  they  most  of  them 
have  a  special  regard  to  Spain,  might  proceed  from  the  per- 
fect knowledge  he  had  of  that  kingdom  and  its  tyrannical 
practices.     One  instance  hereof  we  have  in  that  discourse  of 
the  Spaniards'  Cruelties  to  the  English  in  Havannah ;  which 
is  ascribed  to  m  Walter  Ralegh,  with  other  tracts,  in  a  vo- 
lume among  the  manuscripts  of  a  late  person  of  honour  *. 


State  discabioetcd,  &c.  8ro.  Lond. 
1692;  cootaioiog  two  hundred  and 
thiity-eigfat  pages,  and  beginning 
with  these  woitis :  *<  A  commonwealth 
"  is  a  certain  sovereign  goremment 
<'  of  many  families/'  &c. 

<  See  a  Catalogue  of  the  library  of 
a  person  of  honour,  &c.  with  near  a 


thousand  choice  manuscripts  relating 
to  the  state  of  England  and  Ireland, 
4to.  without  date,  p.  10.  This  li- 
brary was  sold,  in  the  fbrmerpart  of 
the  late  queen's  reign,  by  Uiriita- 
pher  Bateman,  a  noted  bookseller, 
who  onoe  told  me  to  whom  tfaoee 
maauscripts  did  belong;  and  If  mj 
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His  many  other  observations  of  this  kind  might  well  pro- 
duce his  Consultation,  about  the  Peace  with  Spain,  and  our 
protecting  the   Netherlands,  of  which   some  account  has 
been  before  given  ^ ;  as  also  that  other  treatise,  How  war 
may  be  made  with  Spain  and  the  Indies,  mentioned  in  the 
same  place.    Directions  for  such  an  enterprise  may  be  easily 
presumed  to  have  been  effectually  enough  given  by  the 
same  hand  that  was  also  author  of  The  present  State  ct 
Spain,  with  a  most  accurate  account  of  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty's power  and  riches :  also  the  Names  and  Worth  rf 
the  most  considerable  Persons  in  that  Kingdom ;  a  manu- 
script which  I  have  not  hitherto  been  so  successful  as  to 
meet  with  ^.     Yet  take  it  to  be  a  different  performance 
from  that  also  written  by  our  author,  and  entitled.  The 
present  State  of  Things,  as  they  now  stand  between  the  three 
kingdoms,  France,  England,  and  Spain ;  whereof  there  is  a 
copy  in  beings.     Further,  it  was  this  intimate  knowledge 
he  had  in  the  state  of  all  the  European  princes,  which  so 
well  qualified  him  to  give  the  approved  advice  he  did  in  those 


memory  fails  not,  they  were  a  part  tation  there  was  in  the  library  of  the 

of  Henry  earl  of  Clarendon's  vast  earl  of  Anglesea ;   another    in  the 

collections,   yet  a  different  part,  I  Harleian  library ;  another  in  that  of 

think,  from  that  which  is  in  the  pos-  Dr.  John  More,  late  bishop  of  Ely; 

session  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Chan-  another  in  sir  Hans  Sloane's,  &c.  Ac 

dos.  b  Anthony   Wood    tells    ub,   this 

•  See   page  364  of  this  volume,  treatise,  said  to  have  been  wiitten  by 

where    there    is    a   manuscript    of  our    author  sir   Walter,  is   a  MS. 

this  Consultation  quoted,  which  in  going  about  from  hand  to  hand ;  and 

some  places  is  more  perfect  than  the  before  him,  Shirley,  in  his  Life  of 

printed  copy,  and  is  the  property  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  calls  it  an  excei- 

the  reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Har-  lent  manuscript, 

bin;   it    begins    thus:     ''May    it  <"  In  the  Harleian  library.  No.  38, 

«  please  your  majesty:  It  belongs  B.  3.     It  is  a  tract  of  about  three 

*<  not  to  me  to  judge  whether  the  sheets  and  a  page  in  folio,  copied^ 

*<  king  of  Spain  hath  done  wrong  to  as  appears,  about  the  reign  of  king 


**  the   Netherlands,  or  the   Nether-  Charles    I.   and  begins   with 

**  lands  have  failed  in  allegiance  to-  words  :  *<  The  tlu-ee  great  kingdoms, 

"  wards  the  king,"  &c.  forty-seven  ««  France,  England,   and  Spain,  as 

pages  in  the  printed  copy,  published  "  they  now  stand,  may  be  conapared 

by  Philip    Ralegh,  as    was    before  **  to  the  election  of  a  king  of  Vo- 

observed,  8vo.  1702.    That  mauu-  **  land,  where  there  arc  three  fac- 

script  has  annexed  to  it  the  Deter-  «  tions,  and  in  the  end,  two  of  them 

minations  of  the  Council  of  War  in  **  joined  together  are  able  to  over- 

1587,  before  mentioned,  fol.  39.     A  «  come  the  third.** 
manuscript  also  of  the  said  Consul- 
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two  Discourses  he  wrote  upon  the  match  propounded  by 
the  Savoyan,  between  the  lady  Elizabeth  and  the  prince  of 
Piedmont;  and  that  between  prince  Henry  of  England 
and  a  daughter  of  Savoy,  of  which  we  have  several  manu- 
script copies,  and,  as  I  have  heard,  the  original  also  extant<^. 


'  The  first  of  these  Discourses  by 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  oo  the  Marriage 
of  the  princess  Elizabeth,  begins 
thus :  *<  To  obey  the  commandinents 
**  of  my  lord  the  prince,  I  have  sent 
*'  yon  ray  opinion  of  the  match  lately 
*'  desired  by  the  duke  of  Saroy,"  &c. 
It  makes  about  fire  sheets  and  half  a 
page  in  the  MS.  before  me,  which 
seems  to  have  been  a  good  old  copy, 
taken  soon  after  tins  Discourse  was 
first  composed  by  our  author ;  though 
four  of  the  leaves  towards  the  begin- 
ning are  now  much  damaged.  Joined 
to  this  is  the  second  Discourse,  touch- 
ing a  marriage  between  prince  Henry 
and  a  daughter  of  Savoy ;  beginning 
with  these  words:  **  There  is  nobody 
*'  that  persuades  our  prince  to  match 
'*  with  Savoy  for  any  love  to  the 
^*  person  of  the  duke,  nor,  as  I  hope, 
<*  for  his  religion,"  &c.  and  this,  in 
the  same  hand,  is  about  six  sheets  in 
length.  They  were  both  originally 
written  in  the  ninth  year  of  king 
James's  reign,  or  anno  Dom.  1611, 
as  was  before  observed ;  and  this 
copy  of  these  Discourses  was  by  the 
interest  of  a  noble  personage  pro- 
cured, for  this  use,  from  the  collec- 
tions of  that  worthy  divine  lately  in 
these  notes  mentioned.  There  is  a 
copy  of  this  last  Discourse  on  the 
Prince's  Marriage  among  the  MS. 
collections  of  sir  Hans  Sloane, 
marked  in  his  library  B.  613;  and 
another  in  the  library  of  Trinity  col- 
lege in  Dublin.  In  the  Cottonian 
library  also  there  is  a  copy  of  this 
Isjit  Discourse,  but  I  think  not  of  the 
other.  It  was  once  a  fair  one,  but 
scarcely  so  ancient  as  that  above 
used,  and  by  mistake  the  amanuen- 
sis hnd  ascribed  it  to  sir  A.  Gorges ; 
for  thift  name  is  struck  out,  and  sir 
Walter  Ralegh's  inserted  in  the  same 
hand.  By  another  mistake  of  the 
binder,  there  is  but  half  of  this  tract 
to  be  foaod  in  one  volume,  the  re- 


mainder being  bound  in  that  marked 
with  the  preceding  number.  See 
the  said  volumes  under  the  bust  of 
Vitellius,  C.  No.  17.  and  16.  But  the 
p«atest  mistake  of  all  was,  the  suffer- 
ing of  women-servants  to  get  up  their 
linen  in  rooms  underneath  those 
where  the  royal  library,  with  this  of 
sir  Robert  Cotton,  were  lately  kept 
at  Ashbnmham-house,  in  Westmin- 
ster; for  thereby  a  mantle-tree 
taking  fire,  (which  lay  across  a  stove- 
grate,)  on  ihe  33d  or  October,  i73i» 
it  made  such  destruction  among  the 
said  manuscripts,  that  of  nine  hun- 
dred forty-eight  volumes,  where- 
of the  Cottonian  library  consisted, 
seven  hundred  fifty-six  only  escaped 
the  flames  ;  a  hundred  fourteen  being 
quite  lost  or  entirely  spoiled,  and 
ninety-eight  damaged :  so  that  this 
library  now  contains  eight  hundred 
forty-four  volumes,  entire  and  de- 
fective; as  may  be  gathered  from 
Mr.  Whiston's  Narrative  of  the  said 
fire ;  printed  in  a  report  finom  the 
committee  appointed  to  riew  the 
Cottonian  library,  and  the  other  pub- 
lic records  of  ^is  kingdom.  Pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, fol.  1732.  Now  among  those 
damaged  volumes  were  the  two  above 
mentioned,  which  contain  this  Dis- 
course of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's,  and 
which  I  have  observed  to  be  so  burnt 
all  about  the  margins,  even  into  the 
writing,  that  I  question  if  the  sense, 
especially  at  the  top  of  the  leaves* 
can  from  thence  be  every  where  per- 
fectly recovered.  The  best  is,  that 
we  may  hope  in  the  truth  of  an  in- 
formation I  have  received  from  a 
gentleman  who  has  g^at  inteHigenoe, 
as  well  as  g^at  collections  of  such 
like  curiosities,  that  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's original  MS.  of  one  or  both 
these  Discourses,  is  preserved  in  the 
noble  family  of  the  Paulets :  though 
I  have  not  yet  had  opportuiiityof  le- 
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The  same  knowledge  likewise  enabled  him  so  dexterously  to 
eviscerate  the  corrupt  doctrines  and  pernicious  deagns  of 
the  papists,  in  his  Dialogue  between  a  Jesuit  and  a  Recu- 
sant ;  shewing  how  dangerous  their  prindples  are  to  Chris- 
tian princes  c.     Another  excellent  tract  we  have  of  his  in 


qaestiDg^  r  sight,  whereby  to  satisfy 
myself  and  others  in  the  certain^ 
thereof. 

*  This  Dialogue  (as  has  been  be- 
fore said)  was  first  published  by  Phi- 
lip Ralegh,  esq.  among  the  Genuine 
Remains,  at  the  end  of  an  abridge- 
ment of  his  grandfather's  History  of 
the  World,  Svo.  1700,  &c.  where  it 
makes  forty-three  pages,  and  begins 
tiius :  *'  My  most  reverend  father, 
'*  you  are  well  returned  into  Eng- 
**  land,*'  &c.  The  conference  herein 
is  held  plainly  by  two  real  persons, 
as  may  be  gathered  from  the  histori- 
cal particulars  our  author  makes 
them  deliver  in  some  places  of  them- 
selves ;  and  in  many  places  there  are 
observations,  almost  verbatim,  the 
same  with  several  in  others  of  Ra- 
legh's writings:  as,  the  defeat  of 
the  Hugonots  at  the  battle  of  Mon- 
contour ;  the  destruction  of  several 
millions  of  people  in  Hispaniola; 
the  Spaniards  never  performing  any 
enterprise  against  our  nation  by  sea 
or  land ;  our  driving  away  the  in- 
vincible armada  with  squibs;  arm- 
ing all  nations  of  Europe  against 
ourselves,  by  the  transportation  of 
our  iron  ordnance;  and,  not  to  in- 
stance any  further,  his  argument 
proving  that  **  be  who  commands  the 
"  sea  may  command  the  world,"  in  the 
60th  page  of  these  Genuine  Remains, 
compared  only  with  the  9th  page  of 
his  Discourse  of  Shipping  in  the 
same  collection,  may  prove  suffi- 
cienUy  they  were  both  written  by 
one  hand.  The  time  when  this  Dia- 
logue was  written  might  also  be 
found  in  it ;  for  it  was  both  after  sir 
George  Somcr's  death,  and  the  pub- 
lication  of  Anticoton,  a  treatise 
against  the  Declaratory  Letter,  writ- 
ten to  the  queen  regent  of  France,  by 
Peter  Coton,  confessor  to  king  Henry 
IV.  in  which  letter  he  having  apo- 
logized for,  or  too  gently  and  tardily 
reproved  the  king- killing  doctrine  of 
Mariana  and  otiier  Jesuits,  the  said 


Anticoton  was  published  in  FkcDcb, 
and  translated  into  English, 4to.  161 1, 
to   prove  them  the  autiMMv  of  tlnl 
execrable    parricide    tbe   fiiregoiflf 
year  on  the  said  French  king,  hj  the 
bloody  hand  of  Ravillac     Amoag 
the  holy  champions  mentioiied  in  this 
pamphlet,  for  the  said  doctrine  ot 
regicide,  I  find  Andreas  Eiid— iion 
Johannes  Cydonius,  as  he  wrote  him- 
self in  his  books :  but  be  was  a  Fnmdk 
Jesuit,    and  his   true    name   Jeaa 
I'Heureux.    This  father  John  pub- 
lished in  Latin,  that  same  year  the 
said  king  of  France  was  stabbed  to 
death  in  his  coach,  an  Apology  iar 
father  Garnet,  and  the  powder-phK- 
ters,  8vo.  Col.  Agrip.  1610.     Aad 
this  was  answered  by  the  learned  Dr. 
Robert  Abbot,  three  years  afters  in 
his  Antilogia.    But  as  theie   is  a 
part   in    tibe    said    Apology    nUch 
touches  upon  sir  Walter  Rakgh,  he 
has  taken  care  to  answer  IbAt  hiss- 
self :  for  that  Jesuit  writing  hiassclf 
of  Cydon,  a  town  in  Crete,  Ralegh 
takes  occasion,  where  be  is  giving 
tiie  known  character  of  the  Cretans, 
not  to  except  this  Eudaemon  Jack 
Andrew,  as  one  of  them,   **  wliOy** 
continues  our  author,    <*  in  one  of 
"  his  late  shameless  libels»  whereiB 
**  he  traduces  onr   king,  rdigion, 
**  and  country,  with  all  the  good  and 
«  worthy  men  of   whom   be  conid 
"  learn  the  names,  has,  by  inserting 
*'  my  name,  twice  belied  me,  in  call- 
**  ing  me  a  puritan,  and  one  that  has 
**  been  dangerous  to  my  sovereign. 
*'  It  is  an  honour  to  be  ill  spoken  of 
«  by  so  diligent  a  supporter  of  tree- 
'*  son,  and  architect  of  Kea  ;  in  rs- 
*'  gard  whereof  I  may  not  deny  him 
**  the  commendation  of  criticism  no 
**  less  voluminous,  than  he  in  mnlti* 
**  plicity  of  names  is  beyond  any 
**  Cretans  in  elder  times,  who  were 
<*  always  liars,  evil  beasts,  and  alow 
«  belUes."    History  of  the  World, 
lib.  5.  cap.  5.  sect.  2. 
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this  way  of  writing  is,  his  Dialogue  between  a  Counsellor  of 
State  and  a  Justice  of  Peace,  better  known  in  the  printed 
copies  by  the  title  of  his  Prerogative  of  Parliaments ;  dedi- 
cated with  a  true  and  generous  spirit  of  wisdom  and  loyalty 
to  king  James  ^.     These  two  dialogues  will  give  a  perfect 


^  This  excellent  Dialogue  is,  by 
some  describera  of  its  title,  firom  cer^ 
tain  msooscript  copies  that  were  in 
the  Jibraries  of  sir  William  Glynne, 
bait,  and  the  late  bishop  Moore,  said 
to  have  been  written  by  our  author 
in  1610.  But  this  I  take  to  be  an 
error,  that  may  be  rectified  by  the 
very  first  speech  in  the  said  Dialogue, 
which  is  as  follows :  *'  Now,  sir, 
'<  what  think  you  of  Mr.  St  John's 
**  trial  in  the  Star-chamber  ?  I  know 
*'  that  the  bruit  ran,  that  he  was 
**  hardW  dealt  withal,  because  he 
*'  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower ; 
**  seeing  his  dissuanon  from  granting 
**  a  benerolence  to  the  king  was 
**  warranted  by  law."  Whoever 
knows  any  thing  of  the  parliamen- 
tary proceedings  of  these  times  can 
tell,  that  this  Mr.  Oliver  St.  John 
(afterwards  lord  Grandison,  and  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland)  was  fined  in  the 
Star-chamber  5000/.  in  April,  and 
made  his  submisrion  in  May  1615, 
for  opposing  that  benevolence,  mov^ 
in  the  foregoing  session  of  parlia- 
ment, which  was  so  abruptly  dis- 
solved. This  is  enough  to  prove  the 
said  Dialogue  was  not  written  before 
that  year ;  and,  as  our  author,  in  his 
dedication  to  the  king,  mentions 
himself  to  be  still  under  restraint, 
this  will  prove  it  was  written  in  that 
year.  The  beginning  of  his  address 
to  the  uad  king  is  as  follows,  accord- 
ing to  the  most  correct  copies  1  have 
seen  of  it.  **  Most  gracious  sove- 
**  reign.  Those  who  are  suppressed 
**  and  helpless  are  commonly  silent; 
"  wishing  that  the  common  ill  might, 
"  in  all  Udngs,  sort  with  their  parti- 
**  cnlar  misfortunes  :  which  di»posi- 
**  tion,  as  it  is  uncharitable  in  all 
**  men,  so  it  would,  in  me,  be  more 
'*  dog-like  than  man-like,  to  bite 
"  the  stone  that  struck  me,  to  wit, 
"  the  borrowed  authority  of  my  so- 
**  vereign,  misinformed,  seeing  their 
'*  arms  and  hands  that  flung  it,  are, 
**  most  of  them,  already  rotten.  For 


"  I  must  confess  it  ever,  that  they 
«  are  debts  and  not  discontentments, 
**  that  your  majesty  hath  laid  upon 
<*  me ;  the  debts  and  obligations  of  a 
**  friendless  adversity  far  more  pay- 
«  able  in  all  kinds  than  those  of  the 
**  prosperous.  All  which,  nor  the 
*'  least  of  them,  though  I  cannot  dis- 
''  charge,  I  may  yet  endeavour  it 
*<  And  notwithstanding  my  restraint 
"  has  retrenched  all  ways,  as  well 
'*  the  ways  of  labour  and  peril,  as  of 
"  all  other  employments,  yet  has  it 
*<  left  with  me  my  cogitations ;  than 
«  which  I  have  nothing  else  to  oflRnr 
«  on  the  altar  of  my  love.  Of  those, 
*<  most  gracious  sovereign,  I  have 
*<  used  some  part  in  the  following 
**  dispute  between  a  counsellor  of 
*<  state  and  ju8tice*of  peace;  the  one 
<*  dissuading,  the  other  persuading 
•<  the  calling  of  a  parliament  In 
*<  all  which,  since  the  Norman  con- 
<<  quest,  at  least  so  many  as  histo- 
**  ries  have  gathered,  I  have  in  some 
"  things,  in  the  following  Dialogue, 
**  presented  your  majesty  with  the 
**  contents  and  successes."  Upon 
collating  an  old  manuscript  of  this 
Dialogue  in  the  Harleian  library, 
with  &e  common  printed  copies,  the 
most  material  difference  I  observed 
was,  that  these  in  print  sometimes 
confound  the  arguments  of  the  two 
speakers  together,  or  blend  one  with 
the  other,  by  not  regarding  the  mx>- 
per  divisions  of  the  colloqoy.  Whe- 
ther the  fault  of  an  ignorant  trans- 
criber, or  of  a  careless  compositor  at 
the  press  of  the  first  edition,  I  can- 
not say,  but  we  are  pretty  sure  it 
was  not  printed  before  the  author's 
death.  The  earliest  edition  I  have 
seen  seems  to  be  the  first,  (however 
Anthony  Wood  mentions  one  to  have 
been  printed  seven  years  before  it,) 
for  it  runs  thus  :  **  The  Prerogative 
«  of  Parliaments  in  England,  proved 
'*  in  a  Dialogue  fnv  et  amira,  be- 
'<  tween  a  Counsellor  of  State  and  a 
<*  Justice  of  Peace.    Written  by  tiie 
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taste  of  our  author'^s  manner  in  these  his  lesser  comporittons, 
and  are  answerable  to  the  character  before  delivered  <tf  his 
Consultation  about  the  Peace,  above  mentioned.     The  last 


"  worUiy,    much    lacked,    and    la- 
«  mented  sir  Walter  Ralegli,   knt. 
'<  deceased  :  dedicated  to  the  king's 
"  majestyy  and  to  the  house  of  par- 
<<  liament  now  assembled ;  presenr- 
■<  ed,  to  be  now  happily,  in  these 
«  distracted  times,  published :"  print- 
ed   at   Middleborg,  4to.    1638.     I 
think  it  was  also  reprinted  in  the 
same  size  in  164a.    Id  165 i  it  was 
printed  in  lamo.  and  remitted  into 
the  collection  called  his  Remains; 
so  has  descended  in  the  several  edi- 
tions thereof,  and  in  the  last  makes 
about  four  sheets  and  a  quarter.    If 
this  piece,  or  any  other  of  sir  Walter 
Ralq|[h*s  writing,  were  to  need    a 
character,  we  might  refer  to  that 
short,  but  shining  one,  which  may 
serve  for  one  and  all,  in  bishop  Ni- 
cholson's Elnglish  Historical  Library, 
where  he  says,'<  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  has 
■'  written,  as  he  used  to  do  upon  all 
<<  other  subjects,  most  judiciously  and 
**•  acutely  upon  the  prerogatives  of 
"  our  parliaments  ;**    so  refers    to 
ur   Henry  Spe1man*s  Glossary,  p. 
451.  From  the  noble  endeavours  to 
restrain  all  violent  courses  of  admi- 
nistratioo,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  go- 
vernment, to  cultivate  a  mutual  har- 
mony between  prince  and  people, 
and  detect  the  misapplications  of  his 
revenue  by  a  few  greiedy  and  deceit- 
ful   courtiers,    wherewith  this  and 
other  like  writings  of  oiur  author 
abound;  we  may  account  for  the 
readiness  which  has  been  shewn  so 
universally,  even  down  to  our  times, 
of  assuming  the  name  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh  when  any  character  of  a  pa- 
triot, or  person  of  a  public  spirit,  was 
to  be  revived  or  personated  by  our 
political  writers  (or  reforming  erro- 
neous measures  in  the  state,  or  re- 
commending advantageous  ones  to 
it.    To  this  purpose  we  meet  with 
him  in  Andrew  Marvell's  poems,  in 
Tom  Brown's  Belgic  Hero ;  and  his 
name  subscribed  to  several  episto- 
lary essays,  in    pamphlets,    news- 
papers, and  other    like   occasional 
writings,  that  animadvert  npon  the 


occurrences  of  the  times.  Not  that 
his  real  character  is  perhaps  always 
justly  maintained,  or  he  made  to 
espouse  the  party  he  would  rally 
have  sided  with;  for  bia  name  has 
been  used  to  patronise  the  priodplei 
of  oppoute  parties,  and  we  some- 
times meet  with  one  rdrnking  the 
other  for  making  so  free  with  socb 
an  honourable  shelter.  ThoM  amoag 
some  poems  on  affairs  of  state,  col- 
lected finom  the  daily,  erewng,  and 
weekly  papers,  &c.  8vo.  1 733,  there 
is  one,  page  9.  To  a  person  whs  seb- 
scribes  his  writings  with  the  aane 
of  Ralegh.  Wherein  that  part  which 
concerns  our  subject  is  as  follows: 

*<  Hear   you,  who,   fearieas  of  the 

«  brand  of  shame, 
<*  Subscribe  yourtreaaoas  wiUi  a  Ra- 

**  legh's  name : 
**  He  rose  a  blessing  to  Elisa'a  reign, 
**  And  spread  her  ^ory  o'er  the  hud 

«  and  main ; 
*<  O'er  disUnt  seas 

<*  land's  sway, 
**  And  sought  new  worlds  heacath 

**  the  burning  day : 
*'  He  toil'd  unwearied  for  Ids  eomi- 

**  trv's  peace, 
'*  To  make  bier  honour  and  her  wealth 

<*  increase ; 
«  All  mercenary  viewa  his  soul  de- 

*•  spis'd, 
<*  He  bravely  practis'd  what  he  firrt 

**  advis'd. 
*<  When  his  great  mistress  from  her 

<'  throne  retir'd, 
"  With  the  same  ardour  which  hb 

'*  youth  inspir'd, 
*<  His  part  he  acted  on  the  woild's 

'<  great  stage, 
«  Nor  droop'd  beneath  the  weight  of 

<'  cares  or  age ; 
*'  To  the  last  hour  was  his  allcgiaace 

*•  try'd, 
**  Loyal  he  prov'd  to  him  by  whose 

'*  commands  he  died. 
«  Such    Ralegh   was — ^whose   £sme 

*'  compar'd  with  thine, 
**  Is  such  as  Milton's  when 

«*par'd  with  mine." 
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tract  we  have  to  speak  of  under  this  partition,  except  per- 
haps a  short  unprinted  Discourse  of  the  words  Law  and 
Right  also  ascribed  to  him,  and  to  be  found  in  the  library 
of  Caius  college,  Cambridge,  is  entitled,  Observations  touch- 
ing Trade  and  Commerce  with  the  Hollander,  and  other  na* 
tions,  as  it  was  presented  to  king  James ;  wherein  is  proved, 
that  our  sea  and  land  commodities  serve  to  enrich  and 
strengthen  other  countries  against  our  own.  But  as  there 
are  some  reasons  to  doubt  whether  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was 
the  author  of  this  treatise,  I  need  say  no  more  of  it  in  this 
place;  yet  shall  throw  them  into  a  comer  of  the  pageS^^ 


>  Roger  Coke,  esq.  in  his  Detec- 
tion of  the  Coart  and  State  of  Eug- 
land  diiriog  the  foar  last  reigos, 
pritated  Sro.  the  third  edition,  1^7  ; 
speaking  of  Ralegh,  page  83.  Axes 
these  Observations  on  Trade  and 
Commerce  upon  him  in  these  words : 
**  While  he  was  thus  confined,  he  was 
"  the  first  who  made  public  the  growth 
**  by  sea  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  riches 
*'  they  derived  from  their  fishing  upon 
*'  the  coasts  of  Elngland  and  Scotland, 
'*  and  the  consequence  which  would 
"  necessarily  follow,  not  only  to  the 
'*  loss  of  the  king's  sovereignty  of 
"  the  British  seas,  but  to  the  trade 
«  and  navigation  of  England  other- 
*'  wise.  After  that,  one  Tobias  Gen- 
*<  tleman  set  forth  another  treatise 
"  of  this  nature,  and  how  this  fishery 
«  might  be  carried  on  from  the  ports 
**  of  England ;  and  dedicated  it  to 
*'  the  king.  But  the  king,  wholly 
"  giving  himself  up  to  pleasure,  nei- 
"  ther  minded  one  nor  regarded  the 
*<  other.'*  That  gentieman  was  a 
fisherman,  or  other  like  seafaring 
man,  and  I  have  seen  his  treatise ; 
but  published  long  before  this,  I  think, 
was,  which  that  historian  ascribes 
thus  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh.  The  first 
edition  of  these  Observations  I  could 
ever  meet  with  in  print,  is  in  1 2mo. 
1653,  and  it  was  bound  up  with  the 
second  edition  of  Ralegh's  Remains, 
1656.  Its  anonymous  publisher  ap- 
pears to  be  the  bookseller ;  who  had 
no  other  authority  for  appropriating  it 
to  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  but  the  opinion 
of  a  person  who  recommended  it  to 
him  as  a  genuine  piece  of  his  writing. 


It  is  true,  our  author  has  toqcbed» 
after  a  different  manner,  upon  tbe 
topic,  in  some  of  hb  tracts,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  end  of  his  Discourse 
of  Shipping;  where  he  lameata 
"  that  strangers  should  be  permitted 
"to  eat  us  out,  by  exporting  and 
*'  importing  both  our  own  coromodi- 
*'  ties,  and  those  of  foreign  nations." 
But  I  tiiink  no  treatise  of  his  will  be 
found  that  descends  so  much  into 
minute  examples,  calculations,  ftc. 
However,  not  to  except  at  this,  be- 
cause a  treatise  upon  trade  may  re- 
quire observations  suitable  to  tiie 
subject,  it  does  not  appear  probable 
that  the  author  of  these  Observations, 
whose  project  was,  as  he  tells  ns, 
'*  to  erect  twenty  busses  in  some 
"  seaport  town,  so  by  degrees  to  ex- 
"  tend  a  thousand  or  two  over  the 
"  nation  ;  who  was  one  that  had 
"  traced  this  business,  made  his  en- 
"  dcavours  known,  not  only  to  the 
*'  king,  but  his  noblemen,  merchants, 
«  and  others,  who  had  made  him  sub- 
'*  scriptions  to  disburse  large  sums 
"  of  money  for  building  up  this  great 
"  and  rich  sea-city;"  should  be  a 
prisoner  all  this  while  in  the  Tower 
of  London.  No,  this  projector,  fur- 
ther propomng  to  constitute  a  state- 
merchant  for  these  purposes;  and 
praying,  in  the  conclusion,  that  tiie 
king  would  give  him  leave  to  nominate 
the  commissioners  for  conferring  up- 
on, and  making  report  thereof  to  Us 
mijjesty ,  seems  to  have  been  some  ma- 
nufscturing  or  mercantile  maut  one 
ambitions  of  that  offlce  himtelfy  and 
consequently  none  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
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Pbilofo* 
phical. 


where  they  may  least  interrupt  the  progressive  view  of  hi^ 
remaining  writings. 

These  we  shall  divide  but  into  two  parts,  and  then  per- 
haps one  of  them  may  be  best  comprehended  under  the  to- 
pic of  philosophy.  This  way  seems  to  look,  by  its  subject, 
that  short  Treatise  of  the  Soul  ascribed  to  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, whereof  there  is  a  copy  preserved  among  the  Ashmo- 
lean  manuscripts.  It  was  never  published,  I  think,  and  I 
have  not  yet  seen  it ;  therefore  can  say  no  more  at  present 
of  it.  But  we  have  in  print  another  treatise  which  may  be 
admitted  under  this  head,  being  built  on  the  doctrine  of 
Pyrrho  the  Greek  philosopher,  entitled,  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh^s  Sceptick,  or  Speculations.  This  doctrine,  shewing  how 
much  may  be  said  for  and  against  the  same  things ;  such 
an  ingenious  exemplification  of  it  as  this  little  tract  contains, 
may,  if  discreetly  used,  prevent  many  rash,  dogmatical  de- 
terminations, and  inure  us  to  a  wary  or  prudent  suspense  of 


legh.  But  if  from  the  subject  whereoo , 
we  I)eDd  our  consideration  to  the 
time  wlien  this  tract  was  written,  we 
ihall  find  further  objection  against 
entitling  our  author  to  it.  For  the 
▼ery  fint  words  of  the  dedication 
are,  **  According  to  my  duty,  I  am 
«<  emboldened  to  put  your  majesty  in 
*<  mind,  that,  about  fourteen  or  fif- 
**  teen  years  past,  I  presented  yon  a 
«  book  of  such  extraordinary  im- 
"  portance  for  honour  and  profit  of 
*'  your  majesty  and  posterity,  and 
**  doubting  it  lias  been  laid  aside, 
**  &c.  I  am  encouraged  to  present 
•*  you  with  one  more,"  &c.  Now  if 
we  allow  the  first  book  to  have  been 
presented  in  the  rery  first  year  of  the 
king's  being  in  England,  then  this 
second  must  have  been  presented  in 
1617  or  1618,  when  sir  Walter  Ra« 
legh  was  out  of  England,  or  his 
thoughts  far  differently  engaged. 
But  the  greatest  objection  of  all  is, 
that  there  are  several  manuscripts  of 
this  treatise  in  the  libraries  of  our 
nobility  and  gentry,  (more  ancient 
than  the  earliest  edition  in  print,) 
which,  as  I  have  observed,  do  all  en- 
title it  to  one  John  Keymer,  possibly 
the  merchant  or  vintner  of  that  name, 


whom  Ralegh  many  year^  before  had 
licensed  to  retail  wine  in  Cambridge, 
as  is  related  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  Life.  With  one  of  these  mano- 
scripts,  (the  most  ancient  I  have  seen,) 
among  the  collections  of  the  late  Mr. 
Granger,  there  was  auotlicr,  written 
also  in  the  same  little  neat  old  hand, 
ascribed  to  the  same  Keymer,  and 
which  I  take  to  be  that  first  men- 
tioned in  his  dedication  last  quoted ; 
and  also  to  agree  in  its  contents  with 
John  Keymer *s  Observations  made 
upon  tlie  Dutch  fishery  about  the 
year  1601.  demonstrating  there  is 
more  wealth  raised  out  of  herrings 
and  other  fish  in  his  majesty's  seas 
and  the  neighbouring  nations  in  one 
year,  than  the  king  of  Spain  hath 
from  the  Indies  in  four:  and  that 
there  were  twenty  tliousand  ships  and 
other  vessels,  and  about  four  hundred 
thousand  people  then  set  on  work  by 
sea  and  land,  and  maintained  only 
by  fishing  upon  the  coasts  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Printed 
8vo.  Lond.  (from  tiie  original  manu* 
script,)  for  sir  liUlward  FonI,  in  tlie 
ye^r  1664.  Whoever  lias  read  thene 
two  pieces  will  allow  that  one  hand 
writ  them. 
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judgment:  for  the  sceptic,  as  our  author  describes  him, 
does  neither  affirm  nor  deny  any  position,  but  doubts  of  it, 
and  opposes  reasons  against  that  which  is  affirmed  or  de- 
nied, to  justify  his  not  consenting ;  because  he  may  report 
how  things  appear,  but  whether  they  are  so,  he  knows  not. 
This  little  tract,  as  it  is  here  handled,  relates  chiefly  to  our 
senses  b ;  but  another  we  have,  upon  a  more  dignified  topic, 
as  concerning  our  manners,  or  virtues  and  vices ;  therefore 
what  might  be  more  particularly  subdivided  under  the  dis- 
tinction of  moral  philosophy ;  and  it  is  called.  Instructions 
to  his  Son  and  Posterity.  A  treatise  well  becoming  an  au- 
thor who  had  seen  the  world  in  so  many  climates,  and  life 
in  so  many  changes.  It  is  written  in  a  perspicuous  style, 
with  forcible  arguments,  and  on  the  most  practical  subjects. 
These  are  interspersed  with  several  memorable  admonitions, 
the  fruits  of  his  particular  experience  therefore  may  cUdm  a 
part  in  his  personal  history ;  and  being  apt  to  rivet  in  the 
mind,  may  prove  of  constant  use  and  service,  as  touching 
upon  the  most  incidental  engagements  in  life.  Thus,  in  his 
first  chapter  upon  the  Choice  of  Friends,  he  says :  **  Though 
*^  I  persuade  thee  to  associate  with  thy  betters,  or  at  least 
with  thy  peers ;  yet  remember  always,  that  thou  venture 
not  thy  estate  with  any  of  those  great  ones  who  shall  at- 
tempt unlawful  things;  for  such  men  labour  for  them- 
^*  selves,  and  not  for  thee ;  thou  shalt  be  sure  to  impart 
with  them  in  the  danger,  but  not  in  the  honour ;  and  to 
venture  a  sure  estate  at  present,  in  hopes  of  a  better  in 
future,  is  mere  madness :  besides,  great  men  forget  such 
**  as  have  done  them  service,  when  they  have  obtained  what 
^^  they  would ;  and  will  rather  hate  thee  for  saying  thou 
^^  hast  been  a  means  of  their  advancement,  than  acknow- 
^*  ledge  it.  I  could  give  thee  a  thousand  examples ;  I  myself 
^*  know  it,  and  have  tasted  it  in  all  the  course  of  my  life.**^ 
From  his  next  chapter,  on  the  Choice  of  a  Wife,  we  haveb^ 
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^  Of  this  Sceptick  1    remember  1651 :  so  has  been  rqprioted  in  all 

not  to  have  met  with  any  copy  in  ma-  the  succeeding  editions  thereof.    It 

nuscripty  nor  any  edition  more  an-  is  aboat  twelve  pages  in  the  last  and 

clent  than  Uiat  in  tlie  first  collection  largest  edition, 
of  our   anthor's    Remidns,    lamo. 
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fore  given  extracts  in  this  work.  His  third,  against  Flatter- 
ers,  ends  with  this  reflection  :  ^'  Thou  mayest  be  sure,  that 
*^  he,  who  in  private  will  tell  thee  of  thy  faults,  is  thy 
'^  friend ;  for  he  adventures  thy  mislike,  and  hazards  thy 
*^  hatred  :  few  can  endure  it,  every  man  for  the  most  part 
**  delighting  in  self-praise ;  one  of  the  most  universal  follies 
"  which  bewitches  mankind.*"  From  the  fourth  chapter  oo 
Private  Quarrels  we  have  already  given  a  taste ;  and  here, 
the  chief  caution  he  further  urges  to  prevent  the  incon've- 
niencies  thereof,  is  ever  to  beware  of  unadvised  speech. 
'*  He  that  cannot  refrain  from  much  speaking,*"  says  he,  *^  is 
*<  like  a  city  without  walls.*"  And  a  little  further,  ^'  In  all 
^^  that  ever  I  observed  in  the  course  of  worldly  things,  I 
<«  ever  found  that  menu's  fortunes  are  oftener  made  by  their 
^^  tongues  than  by  their  virtues,  and  more  men^s  fortunes 
"  overthrown  thereby  also,  than  by  their  vices.*"  In  the 
fifth  chapter,  among  the  rules  recommended  to  preserve  an 
estate,  the  most  pressing  is  against  Suretyship;  advising 
rather  to  give  a  part  of  what  a  man  has,  than  live  in  conti- 
nual apprehension  of  losing  both  it  and  his  friend.  '*  If 
^^  thou  art  bound,^^  says  he,  ^^  for  a  stranger,  thou  art  a 
^^  fool ;  if  for  a  merchant,  thou  puttest  thy  estate  to  learn 
^^  to  swim ;  if  for  a  churchman,  he  has  no  inheritance ;  if 
"  for  a  lawyer,  he  will  find  an  evasion  by  a  syllable  or  a 
"  word  to  abuse  thee ;  if  for  a  poor  man,  thou  must  pay  it 
thyself;  if  for  a  rich  one,  he  needs  it  not :  therefore  fh>m 
suretyship,  as  from  a  manslayer  or  enchanter,  bless  thy- 
self; for  the  best  profit  and  return  will  be  this,  that  if 
"  thou  force  him  for  whom  thou  art  bound,  to  pay  it  him- 
"  self,  he  will  become  thy  enemy ;  if  thou  shalt  use  to  pay 
"  it  thyself,  thou  wilt  be  a  beggar :  and  believe  thy  father 
*'  in  this,  and  print  it  in  thy  thoughts,  that  whatever  vir- 
^'  tue  thou  hast,  be  it  never  so  manifold,  if  thou  be  poor 
^^  withal,  thou  and  thy  qualities  shall  be  despised.*"  In  the 
sixth  chapter,  upon  Servants,  he  has  this  advice :  "  If  thou 
trust  any  servant  with  thy  purse,  be  sure  thou  take  his 
account  ere  thou  sleep ;  for  if  thou  put  it  off,  thou  wilt 
then  afterwards,  for  tediousness,  neglect  it ;  I  myself  have 
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thereby  lost  more  than  I  am  worth.  Whatever  thy  aer- 
vant  gains  thereby,  he  will  never  thank  thee,  but  laugh 
thy  fflmplicity  to  scorn ;  besides,  it  is  the  way  to  make 
thy  servants  thieves,  who  else  would  be  honest.^  The 
seventh  chapter  is  only  a  word  or  two  against  exceeding  in 
the  bravery  of  gay  garments,  **  as  what  will  soon  wear  out 
^^  of  fashion,  when  money  in  the  purse  will  always  be  in 
^^  fashion.*"  The  eighth  is  upon  Riches,  (and,  as  it  seems  by 
the  beginning,  should  follow  the  fifth.)  Herein  exhorting 
against  the  attainment  of  them  by  base  or  evil  means,  he 
charges  his  son,  as,  never  to  destroy  any  man  for  his  wealtJ), 
so  by  no  means  further  to  impoverish  the  poor ;  but  above 
all  things  to  exercise  compassion  towards  them,  as  the  best 
way  to  prosperity  and  peace  of  mind.  ^*  Use,^  says  he, 
^^  thy  poor  neighbours  and  tenants  well ;  pine  not  them 
**  and  their  children,  to  add  superfluity  and  needless  ex- 
penses to  thyself.  He  that  has  pity  on  another  man'^s 
sorrow  shall  be  free  from  it  himself;  he  that  delights  in 
^^  and  scorns  the  misery  of  another,  shall,  one  time  or  other, 
^^  fall  into  it  himself.*"  The  ninth  is  against  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  delighting  in  vrine,  as  being  the  greatest  enemy 
to  health,  trust,  honour,  and  preferment ;  and  the  last  chap- 
ter begins  thus :  "  Now  for  the  world,  I  know  it  too  well 
to  persuade  thee  to  dive  into  the  practices  thereof;  rather 
stand  upon  thy  own  guard  against  all  that  tempt  thee 
thereunto,  or  may  practise  upon  thee  in  thy  conscience, 
thy  reputation,  or  thy  purse ;  resolve  that  no  man  is  wise 
^^  or  safe,  but  he  that  is  honest  .*"  So  concludes  with  ad- 
vising him  to  make  God  his  director  in  all  his  actions. 

With  these  Instructions  to  his  Son,  which  have,  I  think, 
been  oftener  printed  >  than  most  other  of  our  author^s  lesser 


u 


u 


« 


C( 


C( 


(( 


*  Four  editions  of  this  tract,  called 
lostrnctioDs  to  his  Sod,  were  pub- 
lished before  the  firot  collectioo  was 
made  of  Ralegh's  Remains,  llie 
earliest  edition  of  it  I  have  met  with 
was  printed  i2mo.  1632,  in  a  larger 
character  than  we  have  it  in  the  mo- 
dem editions.  The  fifUi  edition, 
(said  in  the  title  to  be,)  corrected  and 
enlarged  according  to  the  author'a 


own  copy,  is  printed  in  the  said  col- 
lection of  his  Remains,  timo.  1651, 
and  has  been  reprinted  five  or  aix 
times  at  least  since  with  those  Re- 
mains; that  is,  in  1656,  1660,  1664, 
1675,  i679>  ^^'  ^°^  1736.  It  fills, 
in  this  last  edition,  (which  has  a  let- 
ter or  two  of  oor  author's  more  tluui 
the  ocfaers,}  about  twenty  pages,  and 
begins    thus :    «*  There   is    nothing 


446 


THE  LIFE  OF 


pieces,  there  is  usually  joined,  in  all  the  editions  I  have 
seen,  The  dutiful  Advice  of  a  loving  Son  to  his  aged 
Father.     It  is  a  religious  and  rhetorical  exhortation  to  pre- 
pare for  his  latter  end ;  written  in  a  general  manner,  but 
how  probably  by  our  author,  or  by  either  of  his  sons,  it  is 
left  to  the  critical  and  discerning  reader  ^.     All  the  works 
I  have  met  with  further  ascribed  to  sir  Walter  Ral^fa, 
bearing  any  affinity  with  this  olass,  are  two  manuscripts, 
which  might  be  distinguished  under  the  branch  of  Natural 
Philosophy.    The  first  is  his  treatise  of  Mines,  and  the  Trial 
of  Minerals  ;  a  subject  on  which  he  very  probably  might 
write,  both  from  his  own  observations  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  those  engagements  he  might  also  have  in  his  native 
county  of  Devon,  with  his  brother  sir  Adrian  Gilbert,  who, 
first,  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  begun  to  work  the  long 
neglected  mines  in  Comb-Martin,  (whence  king  Edward 
III.  had  supplied  his  wars  against  France,)  and  was  fd- 
lowed  by  sir  Beavis  Bulmer,  who  from  those  mines  reco- 
vered a  great  quantity  of  silver,  out  of  which  he  caused  two 
massy  goblets  to  be  made ;  one  whereof  was  presented  to 
the  earl  of  Bath ;  and  the  other,  weighing  one   hundred 
thirty-seven  ounces,  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  in  the 
86th  of  the  queen'^s  reign  *.    So  that  what  Cicero  says  to  his 
friend  of  this  island,  that  it  yielded  not  a  drachm  of  that 
metal,  was  false  in  Ralegh^s  time,  and  what  he  could  not  be 
sure  was  true  in  his  own  *".     But  whether  the  said  treatise 
is  so  particular  as  to  mention  any  thing  of  this,  I  know  not, 
having  never  seen  it ".     The  second  manuscript  is  sir  Wal- 


**  more  becoming  any  wise  man  than 
**  to  make  choice  of  friends,  for  by 
**  them  thou  shalt  be  judged  what 
"  thou  art."  We  are  informed  there 
is  a  MS  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  his 
son,  which  I  take  to  be  the.se  Instruc- 
tions, in  tlie  library  at  Gray's  Inn. 
Vid.  Catalog,  libronim  manuscripto- 
raro  Anglis  et  Hil>erniK.  Fol.  Oxon. 
1607.  torn.  2.  par.  i.  pag.  255. 

■  This  Dutiful  Advice  of  a  loving 
Son  to  his  aged  Father  was  printed 
also  in  1632,  with  those  Instructions, 
and  with  them   admitted  into  Ra- 


legh'.** Remains,  i2mo.  1651.  From 
which  time  it  has  been  reprinted  10 
the  succeeding  editions  thereof,  and 
makes  about  a  dozen  pages,  b^io- 
uing  thus  :  **  Sir,  1  humbly  beseech 
*'  x'ou,  botli  in  respect  to  the  honour 
**of  Ciod,*'  &c. 

'  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon,  in 
the  proem,  p.  2,3. 

"  Cicero  ad   Attic.  lib.  4.  epist. 

"  Anthony  Wood  ascribes  it  to 
our  author ;  but  he  seems  also  not  to 
have  seen  it. 
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tcr  Ralegh'^s  Collection  of  chymical  and  medicinal  Receipts 
for  fixing  mercury,  preparing  antimony,  and  for  the  cure  ef 
several  diseases  <>.  His  application  to  studies  of  this  kiod 
may  perhaps  be  somewhat  accountable  from  the  patronage, 
which,  as  in  a  note  before  cited,  it  appears  he  had  shewn  to 
John  Hester,  the  famous  chymist,  with  the  conversation 
there  might  probably  pass  between  them,  and  the  know- 
ledge he  had  learned  from  the  Guianians  of  curing  all  man* 
ner  of  poisons,  &c.  It  is  apparent  that  he  bestowed  some 
portion  of  his  time  upon  the  use  of  lembicks  and  crucibles 
while  he  was  in  the  Tower,  and  seems  to  have  had  a  kind  oS 
laboratory  there  for  his  smd  operations.  A  view  of  him  in 
this  light  will  explain  the  expression  in  a  character  of  him 
given  by  Dr.  Joseph  Hall,  the  venerable  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, (whom  sir  H.  Wotton  calls  the  English  Seneca*) 
where  he  speaks  (among  other  things,  which  will  be  here- 
after observed)  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh'^s  philosophical  experi- 
ments in  the  Tower.  And  other  authors  might  be  pro- 
duced, who,  in  their  character  of  him,  also  refer  to  his  pro- 
found knowledge  in  the  mysteries  of  nature,  or  his  investi- 
gations thereof,  through  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral 
world,  for  the  benefit  of  his  countrymen,  notwithstanding 
some  memorable  attempts  to  advance  their  prosperity  in  the 
political  world  had  met  with  much  discouragement :  as  if, 
though  he  could  not  absolutely  recover  them  from  some  in- 
dispositions or  corruptions  of  the  mind,  he  was  hereby  re-* 
solved  to  try  how  serviceable  and  successful  he  could  be 
against  the  maladies  of  their  body. 

How  elaborately  soever  many  of  these  pieces  are  allowed 


"  This  Collectioo  of  chymical  and 
medicinal  Receipts,  as  was  before 
noted,  is  an  oriffiuul,  in  the  library 
of  sir  Hans  Sloane.  It  contains 
about  seventy  leaves  in  4to.  and  in 
the  63d  leaf,  as  wm  also  observed, 
air  Walter  Ralegh  has  written  Our 
great  cwdialt  with  a  line  under  it, 
which  he  usually  drew  under  his  own 
name.  The  list  of  ingredients  which 
follows,  may,  I  think,  be  discerned 
through  the  scratches  made  by  some 
hand  or  other  to  obliterate  it:  and 


may  perhaps  be  the  most  genuine 
recipe  of  that  great  cordial  extant 
in  &e  world,  notwithstanding  it  is 
supposed  our  author  had  written  it 
more  completely  in  the  ensuing  leaf, 
which  is  torn  out.  For  as  to  the 
recipe  in  Le  Febvre*8  Discourse 
upon  this  cordial,  I  have,  upon  a 
more  diligent  examination  of  that 
discourse,  found,  that  he  acknow- 
ledges at  least  a  dosen  more  addB- 
tk>n8  to  sir  Walter*s  recipe  than  is 
bef6re  taken  notice  of. 
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by  others  to  have  been  written,  our  author  looked  upoo 
them  but  as  little  excursions,  or  sallies,  as  he  calls  them, 
HUtoricai.  from  his  grand  labour,  I  mean  that  ocean  of  History,  where- 
in he  has  outdone  all  that  went  before  him,  and  given  sudi 
lights  to  futurity  as  must  ever  be  grateful.  A  voyage, 
which,  '^  if  begun  even  in  the  dawn  of  his  day,  when  the 
'*  light  of  knowledge  first  broke  out  upon  his  younger 
**  years,  and  before  any  wound  received,  either  from  for- 
"  tune  or  time,  he  might  yet  well  have  doubted,*'  as  he  ob- 
serves  himself,  ^^  that  the  darkness  of  age  and  death  would 
**  have  overtaken  him  long  before  the  performance  P.'*  But 
being  undertaken,  as  it  was,  in  the  evening  of  a  tempestuous 
life,  a  life  so  far  run  out  in  travels  and  considerations  <^ 
such  opposite  nature ;  for  one  under  the  soul-piercing  pri- 
vations of  honour,  fortune,  freedom,  one  buried  alive,  to 
attempt  such  a  universal  revival  of  the  dead ;  and,  while  his 
body  under  all  those  pressures  was  so  long  incarcerated,  for 
.  his  brain  to  be  delivered  of  that  Minerva,  as  one  calls  it  %  his 
History  of  the  World,  is  an  example  that  might  puzzle 
such  an  historian  even  as  Ralegh  himself  to  parallel.  For, 
beginning  at  the  creation,  he  has  given  us  the  flower  of  re> 
corded  story  down  to  the  end  of  the  second  Macedonian 
war.  Thus  having  reviewed  the  three  first  monarchies  of 
the  world,  he  leaves  Rome  in  the  fourth,  triumphant,  about 
a  century  and  a  half  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  compre- 
hending a  period  of  near  four  thousand  years.  This  work 
was  divided  by  our  author  into  five  books,  who  annexed  to 
it  a  very  copious  and  useful  chronological  table;  and  it 
was,  with  the  further  decorations  of  maps,  tables  of  genea- 
logy, &c.  published  in  the  month  of  April,  just  before  the 
meeting  of  the  parliament  %  in  a  large  volume  folio,  1614. 
The  approbation  it  has  met  with  since  the  author^s  death 
has  been  so  universal,  that  if  they  are  different  editions  of 
the  book  to  which  we  may  see  different  dates  printed,  we 
may  venture  to  say,  no  work,  of  any  author  in  England,  has 

^  See  the  preface  to  his  History  of         i  Osborne's  Mem.  of  King  James. 
the  World.  '  Camdeirs  Annals  of  KiDgJi 
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been  bo  often  reprinted  that  is  of  equal  uze  and  antiquity  *. 
The  several  characters  and  commendations  which  have  been 
bestowed  on  this  History,  as  well  by  miscellaneous  writers, 
who  have  frequently  quoted  it  with  great  deference  and 
respect,  as  by  historians  and  critics,  who  have  closely  traced 
and  throughly  examined  it,  and  as  well  in  verse  as  prose, 
would  be  too  numerous  to  be  here  inserted,  could  they  be 
recovered.  To  provide  therefore  as  well  against  the  igno- 
rance as  the  satiety  of  those  readers  who  have  not  met  with 
them,  a  few  are  presented  in  the  annotation  here  directed 
to '.    He  took  no  ordinary  care  to  deserve  these  encomiums ; 


■  Briiilrs  tliiB  first  edition  in  i6u, 
printed  by  W.  Stannby  for  W.  Burrc, 
I  LHve  uren  ro|iieri  bv  the  name  print- 
er beHring  date  i6i'7.  This  Fdicioa, 
1  thick,  h»  the  picture  of  our  hu- 
thor,  Kraved  by  S.  Pirns,  nad  the 
frontii piece  bv  Ren.  EUlnrk.  Ac- 
other  is  dnted  1618 1  and  prrbHpa 
there  is  one  belwpcn  thou.  Another 
■u  i6j4;  nnother  igji ;  unother  in 
i6s6,  printed  by  Robert  White,  &c. 
4Dotlwr  in  16C1,  priutrd  for  Robert 
Wbitf,  Ac.  Astbony  Wood  men- 
tion«  one  in  1666,  in  wfaicb  ediboa, 
or  perhaps  io  one  or  two  hrrore  it,  it 
VIS  first  printed  in  double  columns. 
Another  (now  before  me)  printed  for 
George  Diiwei  1671  ;  another  in 
1678}  and  another  in  1687.  After 
wbicb,  there  ma  none,  I  think,  till 


this  las 
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perbapa  be  better 
intmduced  than  in  the  reSectioa  of 
bishop  Hall,  lately  aboTc  mentioned, 
who,  in  his  ingenioua  book  of  Conio- 
lationa,  baa  tiitte  words :  *'  A  wise 
"  man,"  ai  Laniicntins  the  presbyter 
f^baerred  well,  "  doea  much  in  aoli- 
"  tude.  So  mayeat  tbou  employ  the 
'<  hours  of  thy  close  retiredneaa,  and 
*■  bleas  God  for  n  bappy  an  oppor- 
"  tonity.  How  meniDnible  an  in- 
"  atance  has  our  age  afforded  at  of 
"  an  eminent  prnon  to  whose  impri' 
"  sonment  we  are  all  obliged,  be- 
"  aides  many  pbilonophical  eiperi- 
"  tncnta,  for  ibat  nolile  Hiatory  of 
"  Ibe  World  now  in  our  bands  '.  Tbe 
"  court  bad  his  youthful  and  ft«er 
•■  yean,  and  the  Tower  hia  latter 
1 '  age  g  the  Tower  reformed  the  coor- 
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"  tier  in  him,  and  produced  Ihnan 
"  worthy  moniimenla  of  art  and  in* 
'  dustry,  which  we  should  have  in 
'  Tain  expected  from  bis  freedom  and 

'  jollity.  1 1  in  observed,  that  ■hinicg 
'  wood,  when  it  is  kept  within  doors, 
'  loses  ita  light ;  it  is  otherwiae  with 
<  this,  and  many  other  active  wita. 


■  if  not 
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treatise  called  Balm  of  Gilead,  or. 
Comforts  for  tbe  Diitresied,  both 
moral  and  divine,  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Hall,  bishop  of  Norwich,  iimo. 
1651;  afterwards  reprinted  ondnr 
tltc  title  of  Tbe  Art  of  Patienc«,  ftc. 
8vo.  1684,  nnd  by  a  base  plagiarism, 
ascribed  to  the  author  of  The  whole 
Diity  of  Man,  who  wanted  not  tbe 
reputation  of  tliia  book,  tliongb  be 
from  whom  it  is  stolen  bad  enough 
to  spare.  In  tbe  Familiar  Letlenof 
James  Howel,  esq.  speaking  of  this 
rare  and  reouwuKl  knight,  be  aaya, 
*'  Hia  fame  shall  contend  in  longe- 
"  vity  wilb  this  island  ilaelf,  yea, 
"  with  that  great  world  which  be 
"  historisea  ao  gallantly."  In  an- 
other well  known  hook  of  lus,  called 
Dodoua's  Grove,  or,  Tbe  Vocal  Fo- 
rest, discoursing  of  Ralegh,  and  de- 
icribing  him  to  have  been  "  a  cava- 
*'  lier  of  a  apacioos  nnderstandinf, 
"  and  of  no  vulgar  reach  in  policy ; 
"  acientifiral,  and  full  of  aWmaa 
"  notions,"  be  adds,  "that  tbot^h 
"  his  iwdy  was  under  reatraint,  and 
"      "     "  many  years,  yet  b* 

ri  more  conntrlea 
his  br^  ran  orv 
H  ifpeus  by  that 
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for  bendes  his  own  learning,  knowledge,  and  judgment, 
which  many  would  have  thought  sufficient  for  any  under- 


**  famous  moDament  he  transmitted 
**  to  posterity,  and  bung  up  id  the 
**  temple  of  Fame,  while  he  was  as  it 
**  were  bnried   alire.**     Bat  in  the 
Life  of  the  Lord  Stafford,  written  by 
Anthony   Stafford,  esq.  4to.   1640, 
this  auUior  goes  so  far  as  to  say.  That 
if  nr  Walter  Ralegh's  History  of  the 
World  had  been  written  in  the  In- 
dian tongue,  we  should  not   have 
•cmpled  or   avoided  the    pains  of 
learning  that  language,  only  to  read 
it.    If  we  consult  w£it  character  the 
historians  gire  it,  we  may  find  many 
of  them  who  never  name  it  without 
some  epithet  or  sentence  in  its  praise. 
Thus  Dr.  Ht^lin  in  one  place  calls 
it  an  *'  ezceilent  history  ;*'  in  an- 
other, the  *'  first  or  chief  of  histo- 
<*  ries."    And  thus  in  the  prefiscc  of 
Dr.  William  Howel's  Universal  His- 
tory, who  must  have  had  continual 
occasions  of  inspecting  our  author's, 
it  is  said,  **  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  U 
**  nerer  to  be    mentioned  without 
*<  honour."    Shirley,  in  his  Life,  of 
cnr  author,  gives  it  as  his  judgment 
of  his  History,  «  That  §or  the  exact- 
"  neas  of  its  chronology,  curious- 
**  ness  of  its  contexture,  and  learning 
**  of  all  sorts,  it  seems  to  be  the 
*«  work  of  an   age."    And  a  little 
further,  *'  That  a  man,  who  had  been 
<*  the  greatest  part  of  hu  life  taken 
up  in  action,  should  write  so  judi- 
ciously, so  critically,  of  times  and 
<*  actions,  is  as  great  a  wonder  as 
*•  the  book  itself;  and  it  still  re- 
<*  mains  in  doubt,  whether  the  age  be 
*'  lived  in  was  more  obliged  to  his 
pen  or  his  sword,  the  one  being 
busy  in  conquering  the  new,  the 
"  other  in  so  bravely  describing  the 
"  old  world."    And  Mr.  Ecbard,  in 
the  preface  of  birt  Roman  History, 
admires  that  part  of  Ralegh's  His- 
tory which   treats    of   tlie    Roman 
story,  «'  Especially  the  last  hundred 
'•  years,  which,"  says  he,  •*  are  writ- 
"  ten  with  very  much    spirit   and 
"  judgment,  and  all  of  it  with  as 
*'  much  skill  and  clearness :  yet  that 
*'  all  befiire  the  first  Punic  war  is 
**  not  proportionably  copious  to  the 
*'  rest."    But  how  duly  it  was  con- 
sidered by  this  particular  historian. 


tt 
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whether  that  was  not  a  jo£cioos  dis- 
proportion in  our  gentfvl  bisloiiaBt 
may  be  left  to  the  exansinatioB  of 
others.  I  f  we  search  whnt  the  critics 
have  said  of  this  Hirtorjt  «•  ihOI 
find  their  commendatioiis  exceed  the 
rest.  Among  these  we  may  mcstion 
Degory  Wbear,  the  first  Caaadm 
Professor  of  History  at  Ozfotd,  who, 
speaking  of  socfa  umvemd  UtfeoriuM 
as  are  most  worthy  and  before  all 
others  to  be  read,  and  having  only 
named  Herodotns,  DiodcMva  8iciilas» 
and  Polybius,  he  goes  on  tkns: 
*'  Hos  autem  sequi  posmnt  bgbuiIK 
"  ex  recentioribus :  quoa  inter, jpria- 
*<  dpem  locum  obtinere  meretnr  Gaal- 
*<  teras  Raubeus  nostras,  eqaes  aa- 
**  ratns,  vir  clari  nominis,  et  ob  sa- 
"  gularem  fortitudinem  ac  ptadea 
*'  tiam,  meliori  fsto  digmis.  Is 
'^  universalem  historiam  ab  initio 
<*  mundi  usque  ad  Maoedonici  iBfa> 
"  rii,  sive  tertia  monarcfaia  oeca- 
**  sum,  ex  probatiseimia  anctoribss 
**  coagmentavit^  noatne  qirfdani  gca- 
"  tis  idiomate  vemacolo,  sed  acca- 
<*  rato  admodum  judicio,  methods 
'*  perspicua,  stylo  elegante  acviriii.'* 
Methodus  Legeodi  Historias,  8f0w 
Cantab.  1684.  p.  28.  To  this  we 
may  join  the  character  of  Dr.  Heacy 
Felton,  In  his  Dissertation  opoa  the 
Classics,  where  he  says,  **  Sir  Wal- 
"  ter  Ralegh's  History  of  the  World 
«  is  a  work  of  so  vast  a  oompasi, 
**  such  endless  variety,  that  no  ge- 
*'  nius,  bnt  one  adventurous  as  his 
*<  own,  durst^bave  undertaken  liist 
<<  great  design.  I  do  not  apprehead 
«  any  great  difficulty  in  oollectiBf 
"  and  common-placing  an  unifcrsal 
**  history  from  the  whok  body  of  Us- 
**  torians ;  that  is  nothing  bat  me- 
«  chanic  labour.  But  to  digest  the 
*'  several  authors  in  his  mind ;  to 
*'  take  in  all  their  majes^,  strength, 
**  and  beauty;  to  raise  the  spirit  of 
<'  meaner  historians,  and  to  equal  aU 
"  the  excellencies  of  the  best ;  this  is 
"  sir  Wslter's  peculiar  praise.  His 
"  style  is  the  most  perfect,  the  hap- 
'*  pi'est,  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
<*  age  he  wrote  in ;  mijestic,  dear, 
*'  and  manly;,  and  he  appears  every 
*'  where  so  superior  ramer  than  an- 
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taking,  he,  with  that  caution  wherewith  we  have  beheld  so 
many  others  of  his  great  enterprises  tempered,  would  suffer 


"  eqnal  to  Us  sabject,  that  tlie  spirit 
**  of  Rome  and  Athens  seems  to  be 
*<  breathed  into  his  work." 

Or  if  what  the  poets  hare  said 
upon  this  performance  may  be  more 
eotcrtainiDg  to  the  reader,  some  pains 
have  been  taken  to  do  our  anthor  ho- 
nour also  by  them.  As  to  those  co- 
pics  of  verses  which  were  written 
upon  this  History,  in  a  fair  MS.  epi- 
tomy  of  it  in  4to.  which  was  among 
the  collections  of  that  remarkable 
virtuoso,  Thomas  Britton,  late  of 
Clerkenwell,  as  we  find  in  the  printed 
catalogue  of  that  part  of  his  library 
which  was  sold  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  late  king  William's  reign ; 
I  never  saw  nor  knew  where  to  re- 
commend any  one  to  the  sight  of 
them.  Bnt  have  before  mc  a  MS. 
collection  of  orations  and  poems, 
written  mostly  by  a  student  of  New 
college  in  Oxford,  about  the  middle 
of  tlic  last  century,  (who  was  after- 
wants  a  person  eminent  in  his  pro- 
fession.) Among  these,  there  is  an 
elegy  on  his  dear  friend  Mr.  George 
Franklin  ;  wherein,  having  elegantly 
described  his  great  proficieocy  in 
other  ticiences,  the  poet  directs  it  as 
the  highest  compliment  he  could 
make  to  his  perfection  in  this  we  are 
now  speaking  of,  that 

"  In  Universal  History,  *twas  clear, 
**  He  had  approved  himself   great 
**  Ralegh's  heir." 

But  among  S.  Sheppard's  Epi- 
grams, written  about  the  same  time, 
and  published  8vo.  1651,  there  is,  in 
the  third  book,  one*  On  that  incom- 
parable hero  Sir  Walter  Ralegh; 
which  speaks  of  him  and  his  History 
in  the  following  words : 

**  Like  the  Athenians,  when  with  fii- 

<*  rious  ire, 
*<  Against  leam*d  Socrates  they  did 

**  conspire; 
**  After  his  death,  themselves  were 

<*  like  to  slay, 
<*  For  sorrow  they  had  made  him  so 


*€ 


away; 


**  And,  having  carv*d  his  statue  oot 

"  in  brass, 
'*  Erected   it   within   their   market- 

**  place; 
<*  And   to  him   offer'd  myrrh   and 

**  spicery, 
*<  Adoring  him  as  if  some  deity : 
«  So  we,  while  thou  on  earth  with 

**  us  didst  live, 
<1  Slighted  thy  worth;   not  having 

*'  hearts  to  give 
"  Thee  thanks  and  honour  for  that 

*'  gift  of  thine, 
**  The  lovely  issue  of  thy  brain  di* 

**  vine; 
*'  But  now  thon  art  not  with  us,  we 

<<  look  on 
*  <  Thy  book ,  and  wonder  at  thee  being 

"  gone. 
*'  Rest,  sacred  spirit,  while  thy  work 

«  shall  be 
"  Devoutly  honoured  by  posterity." 

There  is  also  in  being  a  picture  of 
our  author,  drawn  with  a  pen  and 
ink,  having  an  emblematical  device 
with  an  epigram  under  it,  which  re- 
late partly  to  Ids  History  of  the 
World.  That  device,  in  an  oval  frame 
of  laurel  or  bays,  presents  a  globe 
supported  by  a  sword  and  a  pen; 
the  sword  broken  by  a  sceptre  in  a 
hand  on  one  side,  and  the  Tower  in 
prospect  ou  the  other :  and  these  are 
the  lines,  as  they  are  printed  in  Phoe- 
nix Britauniais,  one  word  only  re- 
stored, according  to  the  author's  ori- 
ginal, of  which  I  have  obtained  a 
sight. 

«  O !  hadst  thoa  senr'd  the  heroine 

"  all  thy  days  ; 
«  Had  heav'n  from  storms  of  envy 

**  skreen'd  thy  bays; 
«  Hadst  thon  still  flonrish'd  in  a 

*'  warlike  reign, 
'*  Thy  sword  had  made  a  conquest 

«<  like  thy  pen  ! 
«  But  nought  to  such  untimely  fate 

«  could  bring; 
"  The  valiant  subject,  bnt  a  tim'roua 

"  king." 

Bat  that  which  of  late  years  dfi 
mocfa  revive  the  public  regard  to  this 
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no  part  of  this  History  to  pass  his  own  hand,  before  some  of 
the  most  able  scholars,  whom  he  assembled,  it  aeems,  for 
this  purpose,  had  debated  the  parts  he  was  most  doubtful 
of,  and  they  most  conversant  in,  before  him.  Thus  in  the 
Mosuc  and  Oriental  antiquities,  or  fainter  and  more  remote 
footsteps  of  time,  he  would  sometimes  consult  the  learned 
Dr.  Robert  Burhill  ^.  In  all  parts  of  chronology,  geo- 
graphy, and  other  branches  of  mathematical  science,  he 


History  was,  the  ingenioas  Dr.  George 
Seweirs  Tragedy  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, published  8ro.  I7i9>  aod  the 
much  admired  character  he  has  there- 
in given  of  it.  Considering  under 
what  disadvantages  that  dramatic 
performance  appeared,  as  written  by 
a  poet  who  had  no  practice  or  fame 
ID  this  kind  of  writing ;  one  insuffi- 
ciently read  in  the  personal  story  of 
his  hero,  to  form  that  plot,  and  en- 
liven it  with  those  characters  and  in- 
ddents  whereof  it  was  capable ;  be- 
sides, acted  at  the  New  Theatre  in 
Uncoln's  Inn  Fields,  which  then  had 
less  the  favour  of  the  town,  espe- 
cially for  tragedy ;  and  when  another 
new  play  was  at  tiie  same  time  act- 
ing at  the  Old  House  in  Drury  Lane. 
Considering  all  this,  and,  notwith- 
standing, how  many  nights  this  tra- 
gedy successively  drew  a  noble  and 
numerous  audience,  and  how  many 
editions  of  the  copy  soon  passed  the 
press;  we  may  perceive,  not  only 
what  general  and  grateful  respect 
still  survives  towards  the  particular 
memory  of  this  famous  man,  but  also 
bow  inclinable  we  are  to  clear  our- 
selves of  the  imputation  many  times 
thrown  upon  us  of  alienating  our  en- 
comiums, and  transferring  the  ho- 
nours which  are  due  to  the  wortliies 
of  our  own  island,  upon  examples 
out  of  heathen  or  foreign  histories ; 
which,  because  less  affecting  to  our 
passions,  and  less  applicable  to  our 
instruction,  are  less  meritorious  of 
•uch  celebration.  In  the  last  act  of 
this  tragedy,  where  the  poet  brings 
in  his  hero  deliberating  or  reflecting 
upon  this  capacious  work,  his  His- 
tory of  the  World  lying  on  a  table 
before  him;  the  sentiments  are  so 


well  assembled,  so  noble  and  natn- 
ral,  that  it  has  been  doabled,  whe- 
ther there  was  so  much  of  fiction  in 
the  soliloquy,  at  least  the  Totive  part 
of  it,  as  truth ;  but  it  is  as  MiowB : 

**  Now  my  long  toil  is  done,  my  aool 

'*  at  ease 
*'  Views  her  past  travels  tfaroogh  the 

**  various  heap 
"  Of  truth  and  fable.    All  that  nMa- 

<<  8ur*d  time 
"  Records  of  nations,  gOTemmcBti, 

«  and  laws, 
**  Of  heroes,  conquerors,  aod  purpled 

«*  kings, 
**  Lie  here  compris*d.    O  may  te 

*'  toilsome  task 
**  Answer  the  labourer's  care  with 

**  due  returns ! 
'*  May  men  grow  wiser  by  their  fii- 

« thers'  follies, 
*'  Or  learn  to  emulate  the  Tiitnont 

dead! 
"  And  thou,  my  country,  nearctt  to 

**  my  heart, 
"  Dear  land  of  Uberty  and  tieaveiilj 

««  truth, 
'*  As  thou  survey'st  the  various  mo- 

*'  dels  here 
"  Of  earthly  power,  their  rise  and 

**  infant  state, 
'*  Their  progress  and  their  period ; 

**•  mark  the  flaws 
'*  Of  every  frame,  and  valae  much 

"  thy  own : 
**  Secure,  while  monarchy  still  beara 

**  the  sway, 
'*  And  joyful  subjects  pay  a  firee  obe* 

**  dience.*' 

"  See  Anthony  Wood's  acconnt  aC 
Dr.  Robert  Burhill,  in  Athen.  Ozoo. 
vol.  3. 
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wanted  not  the  opinions  of  the  learned  Hariot,  and  the  earl 
of  Northumberland's  three  magi  ■,  long  his  neighboura  in 
the  Tower;  and  wherever  he  scrupled  any  thing  in  the 
phrase  or  dicUon,  he  would  hear  the  acute  and  ingenious 
or  John  Hodiyns,  sometime  also  resident  in  these  confines ; 
who  viewed  and  reviewed  the  sud  History,  as  we  are  told, 
before  it  went  to  the  press,  and  whom  Ben  Johnson,  proud 
of  calling  others  his  sons,  could  gratify  that  humour  in 
calling  father)'.  Thus  having  spared  for  no  labour,  and 
n^;lected  no  means  to  biiug  this  work  to  the  perfection 
wher^  we  behold  it,  it  is  no  wonder  that  some  scribbler  or 
other  E^ould,  upon  finding  it  so  universally  read,  endeavour 
to  raise  himself  a  Uttle  profit  or  credit  from  it,  by  pretend- 
ing that  the  world  needed  an  abridgment  of  its  history ', 


■  Idem,  in  the  Life  of  T.  Hariot, 
roL  ■  ■  oA.  460. 

>  Ibid,  in  tail  KCODot  ot  ur  Jolm 
Hotkvni,  col.  615. 

■  Tlie  fint  attempt  ire  IwTe  of  tliis 
kind  iru  by  AleiBOder  Ron,  ■ 
Scotch  divine,  and  acboolmuter  at 
Soalhampton,  in  a  book  called  The 
Harrow  of  History;  beiog  an  epi- 
toOM!  of  Ar  Wilier  Ralegh)  Hitlory 
of  the  World,  ilino.  1651,  &c.  cer- 
tunlf  a  moat  uncoanected,  eaer- 
miuK,  aad  injudicioiu  performance. 
Hii  Cillacioai  arftument  for  thii  ud- 
aecept^hs  trouble,  "  of  1  dvarf  tee- 
'*  in^  fntllMr  npon  a  giant's  nboul- 
'*  deri  than  llie  giant  himaelf,"  inajr 
be  Ua  caae  in  the  slatore  of  bii  t/ii, 
bat  not  theadi'Mutageof  hia  prosprct. 
And  tfaere  is  ai  miicb  reason  for  clip- 
plogof  alerling  monejr,  aa  tuch  meu'a 
writinga.  11  ia  true,  tir  Walter  Ra- 
legh haa  made  some  digrcHiODi  in  bis 
Hiaton ,  but  tbe;  are  tbe  digreiiions 
of  nr  Waller  Ralegb  ;  br  wiiicli  tbe 
lifit,  aprit,  ur,  aud  compleiiuii  of 
the  author  are  kooira ;  and  abaie 
^1  the  great  decign  of  tbii  work, 
tboir  example*  and  [hoae  documenia 
wbcrawith  be  moat  atrenuoaily  en- 
deanMued  to  aeaaon  that  hopefiil 
priiMs'a  miud  for  irboin  it  waa  irrit- 
len.  Tlterefore  liaa  made  apology 
■nflUent  lor  tlw  lame,  wbere  he 
nwjt,  "  That  Kcing  we  digreaa  in  tbe 
"  waya  of  oar  lire*,  and  Ibat  tbe  life 
"  of  man  Ii  nothing  elte  but  digrea- 


"  ^a,  I  may  tbe  better  be  eicntBd 
"  in  writing  Uteir  live*  and  actions." 
And  indeed  men  of  aucb  eminency, 
erudition,  and  ei|iefieDce,  may  veil 
be  tniated  with  aucb  liberties,  and 
thanked  for  taking  tbem.  Hut  though 
wbcD  such  proie  wandering  guidra, 
it  is  more  to  our  instniction  than 
if  tbey  kept  tbe  straight  and  lieatcn 
mad  i  yet  tbey  may  be  uo  patterus, 
in  this  particular,  for  writers  of  a  pri. 
Tate  and  inferior  character.  Another 
abridgment  we  ha*e  of  tbia  History, 
b  8to.  1700,  Ice.  tbe  author  of  it 
DuknoWD  ;  but  the  preface  is  written 
by  Mr.  Ecbard,  who  laya,  •'  Tbe 
"  great  knowledge  and  learning,  tbe 
"  accurate  skill  in  peuetratioa,  tlK 
"  sublime  wisdom  and  piety,  loge- 
"  tlicr  with  tbe  curious  remarks  and 
"  obaerratioDS,  wbicb  ao  signally  ap- 
"  pear  in  sir  Walter  Ralegh'a  His- 
"  tory,  bare  suScieutly  recom- 
"  mended  it  to  tbe  judicious  part  of 
"  tiie  world  :  yet  that  bis  too  ft«- 
"  quent  and  kiog  Jigresaiona  and 
"  obaerrationa,  tfaongh  aeveral  of 
"  them  lery  fine  aud  iageuloiis,  are, 
'•  loo  many,  foreign  to  his  aobject : 
"  and  yet  that  bia  moral  and  reli- 
"  gioDi  reBectioDs,  tbougb  aometima 
"  long,  ale  genenilly  too  excellent  to 
"  need  a  Tindicatkin."  But  adU 
"  that  these  faults  were  tbe  fanltt  of 
■■  tbe  age,  and  bare  made  many  cn- 
"  lions  petaoDi  wiab  ftw  an  epttony," 
&c.  w  HMa'a  atteoipt  being  axecnlcd 
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as  if  that  wherewith  sir  Walter  Ralegh  has  presented  us, 
either  is  or  was  intended  for  any  thing  more.  But  this 
more  specious  kind  of  detraction  meeting  with  no  counte- 
nance, the  author  of  it  threw  out  another,  of  Animadver- 
^ons  upon  this  History ;  but  as  insignificant,  and  no  less  dis- 
regarded than  the  other,  being  agreeable  to  that  unhappy 
spirit  of  contradiction  which  ever  harrassed  him  to  oppose 
the  greatest  writers  in  his  time  K 


with  small  skill  and  success,  he  re- 
commends this.    But  those  observa- 
tioDS    and  digressious   which   tliese 
persons  were  so  curious  as  to  wish 
retrenched  in  this  History,  archbi> 
shop  Usher,  or  the  learned  Dr.  Bain- 
bridge,  had  the  curiosity  to  prefer,  it 
seems,  as  matter  of  choicest  note: 
as  may  appear  by  the   excerptions 
paade  out  of  this  History  in  a  manu- 
script which  has  the  writing  of  both 
those  authors  in  it,  and  is  preserved 
in  the  library  of  Trinity  college  in 
Dublin.    And  such  another  prefer- 
ence, as  the  most  delicate  passages  in 
this  History,  has  lately  been  made  by 
an  ingenious  hand  in  London,  in  a 
collection  of  many  dirine,  moral,  and 
political  reflections  out  of  it ;  which, 
if  made  with  that  choice,  and  brought 
into  that  order  it  is  capable  of,  will 
do  our  author  more  justice  than  all 
the  epitomies  of  his  Histoiy  that  the 
world  shall  be  troubled  with. 

■  Such  as  the  lord  Bacon  and  sir 
Thomas  Brown,  in  philosophy ;  Fer- 
ikelins  and  Dr.  Harvey,  in  physic ;  be- 
sides others.  As  for  these  Animad* 
versions  which  the  said  Ross  pub- 
lished a  few  months  before  his  death 
upon  our  author's  History  of  the 
World,  they  are  joined  to  his  Levia- 
than drawn  out  with  a  Hook,  against 
Mr.  Hobbes,  i2mo.  1653  ;  and  were 
manifestly  published  to  help  off  his 
foregoing  wretched  performance,  the 
Epitomy.  They  contain  about  se- 
venty pages,  and  about  as  many  ob- 
servations on  our  author's  History ; 
pretending  to  note  his  mistakes,  and 
clear  some  doubtful  passages  there- 
lu.  Though  whoever  shall  examine 
them  may  find  that  he  has  made 
more  passages  doubtfiil  than  he  has 
cleared;  and  as  for  mistakes,  the 
greatest   are    those    which    himself 


makes  of  his  anthor ;  aometnnes  per- 
verting his  sentiments;  aometimes 
opposing  his  citations  aa  hia  opi- 
nions ;  and  at  others,  oorrocting  liis 
opinions  out  of  the  citations  be  had 
approved  of.  f  n  some  places,  he  u 
so  poor  a  corrector  as  to  fall  apoo 
his  author  for  the  lapses  of  his 
printer;  in  many,  lahoara  about 
things  of  no  consequence;  and  in 
most,  notes  no  mistake,  oor  clears 
any  doubt,  according  to  hta  title,  but 
recites  a  passage  only  to  make  some 
superfluous  additions  to  it,  from  bis 
own  bottomless  fund  of  pedantry,  or 
some  reference  to  others  of  ham  own 
irtupid  writings.  So  thai  he  Mens 
throughout  like  some  broker,  who 
has  all  his  life  been  storing  hia  upper 
rooms  with  a  great  deal  of  old  lum- 
ber, that  he  may  he  able,  when  any 
curious  antique  is  produced,  only  to 
oppose  others  of  a  different  form, 
how  inferior  soever  in  use  or  applica- 
tiou,  rather  to  puzzle  the  ignorant  In 
what  they  should  prefer,  than  con- 
vince them  of  what  they  ought  to  re- 
ject ;  having  no  opportunity  so  cre- 
ditable to  disclose  tiie  variety  of  hia 
own  trifles,  or  hopes  of  making  them 
pass  for  something  of  value.  Thia 
man  might  have  swelled  out  an  ar- 
ticle or  two  more  in  his  said  tract, 
from  what  Ralegh  himself  has  ob- 
served upon  his  own  Hbtory  when  it 
came  from  the  press,  could  that  cri- 
tic have  come  at  his  remarks.  For 
there  is  such  a  curiosity  remaining  in 
his  family,  as  one  of  the  first  printed 
copies,  which  had  been  his  own  book. 
It  is  printed  on  large  paper,  with 
the  maps  coloured,  bound  In  red  lea- 
ther, with  gilt  leaves,  and  hia  crest, 
the  cap  of  honour,  stamped  on  llie 
covers.  In  this  copy  sir  Walter  baa 
made  two  or  three  correctkNM  witii 
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But  that  which  is  more  conuderable  concerning  this  His- 
tory is,  whether  our  author  ever  continued  it  down  to  his 
own  times ;  and  whether,  on  some  pretence  that  this  first 
part  did  not  meet  with  encouragement,  he  ever  destroyed 
the  said  cmitinuation  himself,  as  we  have  it  in  the  mouths 
of  every  body  when  they  speak  of  him,  but  in  the  belief  of 
nobody  who  knows  any  thing  of  hia  story  or  his  character. 
All  that  he  says  himself,  in  the  least  glancing  this  way,  is 
first  in  his  preface,  "  that  he  proposed  to  confine  his  discourse 
*'  with  this  our  renowned  isle  of  Great  Britain.'"  And  "  that 
"  be  forbears  to  promise  a  second  or  third  volume,  which  he 
"  intendsjif  the  first  receives  grace  and  good  acceptance  I  for 
"  that  which  is  already  done  may  be  thought  enough,  and  loo 
'*  much."  "Lastly,^in  theconclufflonof  the  History  he  says, 
"  whereas  this  book,  by  the  title  it  hath,  calls  itself  The 
"  First  Fart  of  the  general  History  of  the  World,  imply- 
"  ing  a  second  and  third  volume,  which  I  also  intended,  and 
**  have  hewn  out;  be«des  many  other  discouragements  per- 
"  suading  my  silence,  it  hath  pleased  God  to  take  that  glo- 
"  nous  prince  out  of  the  world  to  whom  they  were  directed; 
*'  whose  unspeakable  and  never  enough  lamented  loss  hath 
"  taught  me  to  say  with  Job,  Versa  e«t  in  luchtm  cithara 
"  meo,  et  organwn  moan  in  vocemjlentium.'"  From  hence 
it  seems  ptua  enough,  that  our  author  bad  only  some  pUn, 
or  perhaps  a  few  rough  draughts  of  some  succeeding  parts 
of  the  History  at  this  time  drawn  up,  and  that  he  was  dia- 
couraged  from  making  any  further  progress  in  them.  Al- 
lowing his  mind  might  change,  and  that  there  was  time 
enough  to  finish  the  remaning  volumes  between  this  year 
and  that  of  his  death,  which  is  scarcely  allowable ;  yet,  as 
we  know  how  most  of  that  time  was  empbyed  by  him,  it 
will  admit  of  no  room  for  any  such  performance.    For  in 

bi*  own  pat;  particiilariy  in  p.  J^J.  ttt  hundred  hone,  drawn  a  llaet 
[fol.  adit.]  of  ttic  Ant  Iwt  book*,  ■ad  in  the  margin  wrineo,  "IIWHl 
ttereia  one  escape  which  bna  Dot  been  "  need*  be  Stc  thaaund  bonei  fat 
eoneeted  ID  anjr  of  ibe  faHowinglin-  "  ritortly  aflv,  Neio  tMrtita  wtlh 
prcsdona,  wbereiu  1  bare  partiailaTly  '*  bim  a  part  of  bii  army  to  hia  col- 
looked  tar  it ;  where  q)eaking  of  die  "  laagne,  id  wbtcb  then  was  a  Ihoa- 
Roman  anny  which  WW  to  Tmc  Han-  "  aaod  boive." 
uibal,  Ralegli  hu,  under  tbe  wordn 
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1615,  the  year  which  followed  that  wherein  he  puUiahed 
his  History,  two  at  least  of  his  most  elaborate  tracts  before 
mentioned  were  written.     The  same  year  he  was  also  busy, 
as  we  shall  find,  in  writing  letters  and  making  other  interest 
for  his  releasement,  which  he  obtained  before  it  was  quite 
expired.     After  this,  it  will  no  less  appear,  that  he  made 
himself  too  eminently  the  subject  of  modem  history,  to  be 
any  further  an  author  of  that  which  is  ancient.    There  is 
indeed  a  little  intimation  of  the  design  he  had  upon  some 
ancient  part  of  our  English  story,  preserved  in  a  letter  of 
his  own,  written,  it  seems,  though  undated,  before  his  great 
work  was  published,  to  that  acquaintance,  whose  library 
was  most  likely  to  accommodate  him  with  those  uncommon 
books  which  he  wanted  for  his  purpose.     This  letter  is  as 
follows :   "  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  If  you  have  any  of  these  old 
books,  or  any  manuscripts  wherein  I  may  find  any  of  our 
British  antiquities ;  if  you  please  to  lend  them  me  for  a 
**  little  while,  I  will  safely  restore  them,  and  think  myself 
^'  much  beholden  unto  you :  or  if  you  have  any  old  French 
^*  history,  wherein  our  nation  is  mentioned ;  or  any  else,  in 
**  what  language  soever.    (So  subscribes  himself)  Your  poor 
**  friend,  W.  Ralegh  ^.^    But  this  does  not  sufficiently  as- 
sure us,  whether  the  use  of  these  books  was  to  continue  his 
Creneral  History,  or  furnish  him  upon  some  more  particular 
subject ;  however,  we  may  incline  with  the  writer  of  sir  Ro- 
bert Cotton^s  Life  to  the  former  opinion.     And  as  for  the 

^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  sir  Robert  the  letter  which  Dr.  Thomas  SmiUi 

Cotton,  the  original ;  in  the  Cottp-  made  use  of  when  be  was  speaking  of 

nian  library,  Julius  C  3.   At  the  top  of  tlie  great  men  who  sought  the  assist- 

this  letter  there  is  a  list  of  the  old  au*  ance  of  sir  Robert  Cotton's  library  ; 

Chors,   above   a  dozen    in   number,  and  having  selected  from  the  rest,  as 

which  io  the  beginning  of  the  letter  most  worthy  of  note,  sir  Francis  Ba- 

we  see,  as  above,  he  refers  to.     And  cou  and  sir  Walter  Ralegb,  goes  on 

for  the  satisfaction  of  the  curious,  thus :    "  12*iO''"°i   bine,  careens  in 

they  are  here  set  down  as  follows :  <*  turre  Londinensi  poenara  luens,  in 

Sigebert's  Chronicles,  Vincentis  Spe-  <*  secunda  universalis  historiae  parte 

cwnoi  Historiale,  Genrasius  Tilesbe-  '*  antiquitates  Britannicas  indagatu- 

lias,  Phillip  Bergomns,  Natalis  Tali-  "  nis,  ut  quosdam  codices  turn  typis 

pes,  Amandus  Zirexens,  Caius  Lon-  ^  impressos,   turn    mana    ezanitos, 

diaius,  J«ha  Major  de  gestis  Scoto-  '*  sibi  utendos  dare  vellet  Cottonusy 

mm,  Lessdbius  of  Heoault,  Alex.  **  Uteris  petit*'    Viu  D.  Rob,  Cot- 

Evesbam,  Brute  Book,  Chronicle  of  tooi,  fol.  25. 
Teuxberry,  Peter  de  Idiam.   This  is 
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reasons  of  erne  ingenious  author,  why  «r  Walter  Ralegfa  wu 
the  most  pTX)per  person  to  write  the  history  of  his  own  time*^; 
and  the  opinicm  of  Miother,  "  That  his  admirable  perfonB> 
"  ance  already  published  sufficiently  shews,  that  if  he  had  st- 
"  tempted  the  histtu^  of  his  own  country,  or  his  own  times, 
"  he  would  have  excelled  even  Livy  or  Thucydides;  and 
"  that  the  annals  ofqueen  Elizabeth  by  his  pen,  withoutdimi- 
"  nishing  troat  the  serious,  judicious  Camden,  had  been  the 
"  brightest  gloty  of  her  reign ;  and  would  have  transmitted 
"  his  History  as  the  standard  of  our  language  even  to  the 
"  present  age  ^  :'"  these  are  still  no  afRrmatives  that  he  did 
finish  such  a  second  part.  So  that  his  own  intimations  in 
the  first  part,  reserved  and  inconclurave  as  they  are,  seem  to 
have  been  the  only  foundation  of  that  formal  story,  "  How 
"  nr  Welter  Ralegh,  a  few  days  before  his  death,  sent  for 
•'  Walter  Burre,  the  bookseller  who  had  printed  his  first 
"  volume,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  asked  him,  How  that 
"  work  of  his  had  sold  P  who  answered,  So  slowly  that  it 
"  had  undone  him.  Hereupon  Ralegh  stepping  to  his  desk, 
"  reached  out  the  other  part  of  his  History,  which  he  had 
"  brought  down  to  the  times  he  lived  in,  then  saying,  with 
"  a  sigh.  Ah,  friend !  has  the  first  part  undone  cheeP  the 
"  second  vtdume  shall  undo  no  more ;  this  ungrateful 
"  world  b  unworthy  of  it ;  so  stepped  to  the  fire,  threw  it  in, 
**  and  set  his  foot  on  it  till  it  was  consumed."  But,  as  we 
observed  before,  Ralegh  had  no  leisure  to  finish  such  a  se- 
cond part  of  his  History  down  to  his  own  time.  In  the  next 
place,  it  is  no  ways  probable  that  he,  who,  in  regard  to 
the  first  part,  could  follow  the  rule  of  Seneca;  that  he,  who 
having  satisfied  his  own  conscience,  could  disregard  the  cen> 
sure  of  others,  should  sacrifice  go  great  a  part  of  his  labours, 
or  any  part,  in  such  a  rash  and  inconsiderate  manner,  to 
the  sudden  representations  of  a  bookseller,  without  ever  sus- 
pecting any  mercenary  ends  in  him.    Further,  it  does  not 

*  Sm  tbe  Paradoxes  of  Dr.  John  of  was  in  tbe  libraiy  of  Basil  carl  of 

DoDDC.iD  the  more  entarged  edition ,  Denbigifa. 

among  bii  CMayii,  aa  1   remember,  '  I>r.  Henry  Feltoo,  in  faia  DisKr- 

priai^  iimo.  i65i,at  leul  imere-  Ulionou  tba  CUaaica,  >a  before, 
ral  MS.  copiea  of  tbem ;  one  wbere- 
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appear  true  that  the  first  part  did  sell  slowly,  for  there  was 
a  second  edition  of  it  set  forth  by  that  very  bookaeller, 
within  three  years  after  the  first,  as  we  have  in  a  note  before 
observed ;  and  lastly,  the  first  man  we  can  meet  with  who 
reports  the  same  is  a  trifling  and  superficial  writer,  who 
produces  no  authority  for  his  assertion  ^. 

As  to  the  unfinished  parts  he  might  have  of  sudi  a  con- 
tinuation, to  admit  that  they  were  thus  destroyed  would, 
moreover,  in  nowise  agree  with  an  account  we  have  more 
satisfactorily  attested  of  that  great  quantity  there  was  in  be- 
ing of  sir  Walter  Kal^h^s  unprinted  writings,  several  years 
after  his  death.  For  it  is  affirmed  to  us,  ^*  That  the  famous 
*^  Mr.  Hamden,  a  little  before  the  civil  wars,  was  at  the 
*^  charge  of  transcribing  three  thousand  four  hundred  fiffy- 
^  two  sheets  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  manuscripts,  as  the 
**  amanuensis  himself  told  me,""  says  my  author,  ^'  who  had 
<<  his  close  chamber,  his  fire  and  candle,  with  an  attendant  to 
**  deliver  him  the  originals,  and  take  his  copies  as  fast  as  he 
*'  could  write  them  f.*"  Yet  what  is  become  of  this  treasure 
now,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ;  for,  if  we  suppose  that 
Mr.  Hamden  would  not  be  at  the  trouble  and  charge  of 
transcribing  any  of  our  author^s  writings  which  had  then 
been  printed,  and  grant  that  all  of  his  which  have  been 
printed  since  that  time,  as  well  as  all  we  can  hear  of  remain- 
ing in  MS.  which  are  allowed  to  be  his,  were  part  of  that 
collection  or  quantity,  they  will  not,  both  joined  together, 
as  might  be  computed  from  what  is  here  observed  of  them, 
amount  to  a  fourth  part  thereof,  though  wc  should  admit 
two  or  three  pieces  more,  also  ascribed  to  him,  which  have 
not  yet  been  named,  and  happen  to  fall  under  this  histori- 
cal division.    The  first  of  them  is  called  A  notable  and 


•  Will.  WiD8taDley*s  V^orthies  of 
England,  8vo.  1660,  p.  156.  in  the 
Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raiegh ;  wherein 
it  is  true,  as  the  author  owns,  there 
are  most  material  errors,  one  where- 
of be  rectifies  in  his  table  of  errata, 
but  leaves  others  as  gross  uncorrect> 
ed.  This  writer,  in  anotlier  such 
like  performance,  called  The  Lives  of 
the  English  Poets»  8vo.  1687,  has  re- 


peated this  story  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's bnming  the  second  part  of  his 
History  in  the  same  manner  as  above, 
and  vritli  equal  probability,  being 
here  also  silent  of  any  authority  for 
the  truth  hereof. 

'Observations  on  the  Statesmen 
and  Favourites  of  England  since  the 
Reformation.  By  David  Lloyd,  M. A. 
8vo.  1665,  p.  490. 
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memorable  Story  of  the  cruel  War  between  the  Carthaginians 
and  thar  own  Mercenaries:  gatbn^  out  of  Polybius  and 
other  authors,  by  that  famous  historian  sir  Walter  Ride^B. 
Though  this  was  indeed  written  by  him,  it  is  no  difierent 
work  from  what  he  had  before  published,  but  revived  dur- 
ing the  ravil  wars,  to  reflect  with  some  authority  upon  tlie 
distractjons  of  those  times.  The  other  two  ^ecea  might 
seem  to  fall  within  the  intended  continuation  of  hb  Univeiv 
■al  History ;  but  the  first  of  them,  called  The  Life  abS 
Death  of  Mahomet ;  the  Conquest  of  Spain ;  together  with 
the  Rinng  and  Ruin  of  the  Saracen  Empire,  ascribed  to  rir 
Walter  Ralegh  near  twenty  years  after  his  death,  by  the 
bookseller  who  dedicated  it  to  his  son  \  is,  except  a  few 
leaves  about  that  of  Mahomet,  no  more  than  a  translation 
of  an  epitomy  made  by  some  ignorant  Spanish  author, 
chiefly  from  what  one  of  his  own  fabulous  countrymen  had 
written  of  a  fictitious  prince  named  Jacob  Almanaor',  as  I 
have  been  assured  by  a  gentleman  of  great  knowledge  both  in 
the  Spanish  and  Oriental  writers,  whose  answer,  having  sa- 
tisfied me  witli  the  intelligence  I  was  ambitious  of  procuring 
about  this  book,  I  here  take  the  liberty  of  subj<»Ding  for 
the  satisfaction  also  of  the  public  K     But  the  style  itself^  so 


I  Pii&tcd  4b).  1647,  and  i*  noolber 
diBD  >  trsmcHpt  from  tbc  Hiitoryof 
tbeWorld,  lib,  s.up.  1.  Ac. 

*  PriDtcd  iimo.  i6t;,  with  lir 
Walter's  picture  btfbre  It. 

>  Tfaere  Kcini  to  be  other  tnail*- 
tioa*  of  the  Lire  of  thin  pretrudrd 

GiDCC,  th.iD  tbnt  wliich  followi  this 
fe  of  Miliomel  in  the  booliucribed 
to  air  Walter  Ralegh,  ai  Almanaor, 
die  learned  and  rlctorioui  king  that 
coaqnered  Spain,  bii  Life  uid  Death ; 
tTKDsUted  from  the  Sprini^h  by  Ro- 
bert Asbley,  4to.  Lond.  1G17.  La  Vie 
de  Jarob  A1inat]*or  roi  d'Arabie,  Sro. 
Paris,  i6j8.  Atmanaor'a  Life,  irith 
the  Conquest  of  !ipaia  by  the  Moon, 
Sto.  169.^,  &c. 

•"•  Sir  ■  "  •  •  •  •  The  greater  part 
"  of  thi*  book,  rontainlDg  The  Hla- 
"  torj  of  the  Conqoeit  of  Spain,  and 
"  the  Life  of  the  Caliph  Jacob  Al- 
"  manaor,  in  whoee  rdfn  the  auUior 
"  auppCMea  that  coiK|ueat  to  have  been 


'  made,  irith  an  Mcoant  of  Ua  im- 
'  mediate  prrdecenOT  and  ■DGcennn, 
'  is  laid  by  the  aathor,  page  34.  to 
'  be  abbreviated  oat  of  two  ArabUp 
'  writen,  translated  Into  Spaoidi  In 
'  the  year  1606;  hath  tbe  antltaia 
'  living  in  the  lime  of  Almanaor;  the 
'  one  a  captain  In  that  war,  and  the 
'  other  for  twenty  yean  ti^tber  of 
'  hla  chamber,  and  after  hia  death  a 
'  provincial  govemor  lu  AraUa  Fe- 
'  iii.  Bat  it  appean  to  be  no  otter 
'  than  an  aliatrnct,  or  tranalatlon  of 
'  an   abatract  made  in  Spaniab,  of 

■  the  Grat  l)Ook  o(  the  tint  part,  and 

■  tlie  first  book  of  the  second  part  of 
'  Migiie)  de  Luna'a  History  of  the 

■  Lou  of  Spun,  entitled,  HlilMia 
'  Tcrdadera  del  Rey  D.  Rodrign,  Ac. 
'  wbirfa  falstory  he  pretended  to  hara 
>  trauiUted,  in  1589,  (fof  that  ii  tbe 
*  date  of  the  Hnt  part,]  from  the  Ara- 

■  bic  of  Abokadm  Tarif  Abentari> 
'  qne,  written  in  tbe  jmr  of  tbe 
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uncouth  in  some  places,  so  meagre  in  others,  and  inoorrect, 
especially  in  known  things,  places,  and  persons,  might  of  it- 
self exclude  our  author  from  having  any  hand  in  it.  The 
other  piece  is  styled.  An  Introduction  to  a  Breviary  of  the 
History  of  England,  with  the  reign  of  King  William  I. 
entided,  the  Conqueror,  written  by  sir  Walter  Ralegli.  It 
was  near  fourscore  years  after  his  death  before  this  was  pub* 
lished.  Yet  there  are  several  old  manuscript  copies  of  it  in 
the  libraries  of  the  curious  ^,  which  entitle  him  the  author  <^ 


**  Hcjra  140,  who  appeura  to  have 
**  inserted  in  his  work  The  Life  of 
**  the  Caliph  Jacob  Almansor,  writ- 
**  ten  in  die  same  language  by  an- 
*'  other  author,  named  Alii  Aben^u- 
**  fian,  riceroy  and  governor  of  the 
**  province  of  Deiique  in  Arabia,  in 
**  the  year  of  the  Hejra  1 10. 

**  Whether  there  ever  were  two 
**  such  Arabian  historians  as  these, 
«  is  venr  uncertain ;  but  certain  it  is, 
**  that  de  Lana*s  history  can  be  do 
**  translation  of  any  genuine  Arabian 
'*  writer,  but  must  be  wholly  a  for- 
*'  gery  of  his  own  ;  for  there  never 
**  was  any  such  caliph  of  tlic  Sara- 
**  oeny  in  Asia  as  Jacob  Almauhor; 
**  the  whole  account  of  him,  his  fa- 
*'  ther,  son,  and  grandson,  being  a 
**  mere  romance  in  every  particular. 
**  Spain  was  conquered  in  the  reign 
*'  of  Al  Walid  Ebu  Abd'  almalec,  the 
**  Vlth  of  the  Arabian  caliphs,  of  the 
"  family  of  Omeyya,  who  died  in  the 
**  year  96.  The  ouly  caliph  in  Asia 
**  who  took  the  surname  of  Al  Man- 
*'  stir,  was  the  second  of  the  family 
**  of  Al  Abbas,  named  Abu  Jaafar 
*'  Abdalla,  and  began  his  reign  in 
"  the  year  of  the  Hejra  137,  which 
*•  is  thirty- five  years  after  de  Luua's 
**  Almansor  is  said  to  have  died.  Nor 
**  did  any  Arabian  ever  write  in  the 
**  manner  of  de  Luna,  or  send  such 
"  letters  as  he  has  inserted  iu  his  his- 
"  tory ;  wherein  though  some  parti- 
**  culars  relating  to  the  war  and  con- 
'*  quest  of  Spain  may  betrue,  yet  wbat- 
**  ever  he  savsof  the  Arabians  in  Asia, 
**  or  the  caliphs  there,  is  utterly  false, 
*'  and  without  the  least  shadow  of 
"  truth. 

*'  As  to  the  life  of  Mahomet,  which 
"  takes  up  only  the  first  twenty- four 
'*  pages  of  this  book,  it  was  prefixed 


«  either  by  the  translator  or  abbrevi- 
"  ator,  and  extracted  from  tiie  ac- 
'<  counts  given  of  that  pretended  pro- 
**  phet  by  Christian  writers;  and  be- 
*<  ing  for  the  most  part  false  and  ri> 
*^  diculous,  deserves  Uttle  regard. 

**  I  cannot  think  therefore,  not- 
"  withstanding  the  opinion  of  the 
<*  bookseller  in  bis  dedicatioa,  that 
*'  a  person  of  sir  Walter  Rab^'s 
«  learning  and  judgment  was  ever 
*<  any  way  concerned  in  thu  book : 
**  we  hear  not  that  any  copy  of  it 
"  was  ever  found  in  his  study,  or  that 
**  any  MS.  of  it,  ascribed  to  him,  is 
'*  preserved,  as  of  his  genuine  pieces, 
'*  in  the  libraries  of  the  curious.  And 
**  had  the  author  or  translator  looked 
«<  ever  so  little  into  the  Saraceo  kis> 


« 


tory,  even  as  given  by  the  Byzan- 

<*  tine  lustorians,  and  the  Latin  wri- 


i< 
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tcrs  of  the  middle  age,  he  must 
**  have  known  better  than  to  be  im- 
posed on  by  so  barefaced  an  im- 
postor. Whether  the  style  and  Ian- 
<*  guage  of  this  performance  confirm 
**  my  opinion  or  not.  you  ♦♦♦••• 
•*  &c. 

**  I  am,  Sir, 

**  your  most  humble  Servant, 

•*  G.  Sale." 
^  As  the  Cotton  library,  Titus  F3, 
17.  that  of  sir  Kenclm  Digby;  the 
Harleian  library ;  tliat  of  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Gale,  &c.  But  the  copy  from 
whence  this  book  was  printed,  in  8vo. 
1693,  being  among  the  manuscripts 
of  archbishop  Sancroft,  was  commit- 
ted to  the  press  by  Dr.  John  Moore, 
afterwards  bishop  of  Ely,  as  I  have  it 
attested  under  the  hand  of  Robert 
Keck,  esq.  late  of  the  Temple,  in  one 
of  the  printed  copies  of  the  said  book 
in  my  possession.  The  said  Dr. 
Moore's  preface  to  this  piece*  bow- 
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it ;  but  it  was  written  at  least  two  years  before  he  published 
his  History  of  the  World,  because  it  is  inscribed  to  a  person 
who  died  so  long  before  the  said  publication,  in  these  words: 
I  intend,  by  the  help  of  Crod  and  your  furtherance,  right 
noble  earl  of  Salisbury,  to  write  a  brief  History  of  England 
from  William  the  First,  entitled,  the  Conqueror,  to  the  end 
of  queen  Elizabeth  of  perpetual  memory.**^  But  by  then 
his  History  of  the  World  was  finished,  he  was,  as  we  have 
observed,  also  from  his  own  words,  discouraged  from  all 
continuation.  To  those  discouragements  might  be  added, 
the  ungrateful  treatment  which  was  shewn  to  this  part  he 
did  publish,  at  its  first  appearance :  for  though  we  have  ob* 
served  what  universal  approbation  it  has  met  with  since  the 
author^s  death,  yet  how  it  was  received  as  soon  as  it  came 
abroad  and  made  its  first  visits  at  court,  we  are  yet  to  relate. 
Those,  who  thought  the  king  must  needs  be  a  patron  of  au- 
thors because  he  was  one  of  the  number,  have  been  ready  to 
insinuate,  that  his  favour  increased  towards  Ralegh  in  pro- 
portion to  the  proofs  his  pen  had  given  of  his  abilities ;  there- 
fore, that  his  many  excellent  writings,  and  especially  this 
History  of  the  World,  were  the  most  powerful  intercessors 
for  his  releasement  out  of  the  Tower ;  as  if  his  majesty,  in 


ever  Mine  have  thought  it  iiathered 
on  our  anthor,  is  in  these  words  : 
**  This  Life  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
**  writ  by  sir  Vl^altcr  Ralegh,  was. 
«  found  in  the  library  of  a  person  of 
**  high  quality.  Whosoever  has  been 
**  conversant  in  the  works  of  that  ac- 
«  complished  knight,  and  a  little  aC' 
*'  qnainted  with  his  great  genius  and 
"  spirit,  and  his  manly  unaffected 
*<  style,  will  make  no  doubt  but  what 
'*  here  is  presented  unto  the  world 
"  was  his  genuine  issue.  For  the 
<'  comprehensive  and  penetrating 
''  thoughts,  the  lively  imagination, 
"  and  the  mature  eiact  judgment  of 
"  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  do  all  manifest- 
ly appear  in  &is  small  treatise. 
It  may  be  matter  of  some  wonder 
"  Uiat  a  work  filled  with  such  a  num- 
'<  her  of  judicious  reflections  upon 
"  the  nature  of  government  in  gene- 
'*  ral,  and  so  many  wise  obsenrations 


<'  relating  to  the  particular  ftate  of  our 
'<  own  country,  should  have  been  tbtu 
"  long  condemned  to  obscurity ;  bad 
«  not  an  ill  fate  attended  the  learned 
"  compositions,  as  well  as  the  brave 
<*  actions  of  this  renowned  gentle* 
"  man.  But  by  what  unhappy  aoci- 
**  dent  soever  it  has  hitherto  been 
**  confined  to  privacy,  it  was  tbooght 
"it  would  be  an  injury  to  the  purac 
"  any  longer  to  conceal  a  just  and 
'*  true  account  of  the  reign  of  WH- 
**  Ham  the  First,  wherein  so  many  re- 
**  roarkable  matters  and  great  revo- 
"  lutions  happened,  and  to  which  the 
**  writers  of  government  and  policy 
«  in  our  nation  have  very  frei{Dent 
"  recourse ;  since  the  transactions  of 
'*  that  time,  unto  which  they  so  oon- 
'*  monly  appeal,  are  here  related 
'<  with  that  faithfulness,  brevity,  and 
*'  clearness,  that  become  an  exact 
«  historian.*' 
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Inspect  to  his  own  honour,  thought  it  in  Tain  longer  to  con- 
fine his  person,  since  no  condition  could  confine  his  fame  ; 
or,  in  regard  to  Ralegh^s  merit,  that  he  had  well  desenred 
no  place  should  be  a  barrier  to  his  liberty,  who  had  given 
such  extraordinary  testimony  that  no  age  could  set  a  bound 

to  his  knowledge.  Sanderson  has  ascribed  the  freedom 
which  not  long  after  ensued,  to  one  of  those  motives;  where 
he  says,  *<  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  wearied  with  long  impiison- 
ment,  and  having  there  spent  his  time  well  in  the  Histoiy 
of  the  World,  made  his  petition  more  passable  to  the  Icing; 
whose  love  to  learning  granted  him  now  at  last  his  liberty; 
and,  not  long  after,  leave  to  wander  after  a  dengn  to  the 
^*  western  world,  where  he  had  been  in  several  climates  be- 
**  fore  ^7*  But  others,  who  seem  to  have  known  the  mat- 
ter much  better,  or  have  more  ingenuously  imparted  it,  as- 
sure us,  that  Ralegh^s  excellent  talents  were  so  far  from 
ingratiating  him  with  the  king,  <^  that  though  his  m^esty 
"  had  been  intemperately  praised  by  flatterers  for  some  of 
**  the  weakest  of  his  own  compositions,  yet  he  could  not  for- 
bear, out  of  an  impertinent  emulation,  to  affect  sir  Walter 
Ralegh  the  less,  because  of  the  great  repute  which  foU 
**  lowed  him  for  his  excellent  pen  ".'"  Nay,  we  are  elsewhere 
told,  in  answer  to  Sanderson  above,  that  Ralegh's  History 
of  the  World  gave  the  king  so  much  displeasure,  **  that  at 
its  first  publication  it  was  forbid ;  and  particularly  for 
some  passages  in  it  which  offended  the  Spaniard ;  as  also 
for  being  too  plain  with  the  faults  of  princes  in  his  pre- 
"  face  ®.""  For  it  is  indeed  replenished  with  many  remark- 
able examples  of  divine  vengeance  poured  forth  on  princes 
of  many  other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  who  strove  to 
establish  their  thrones  by  oppression  and  iniquity.  That  pas- 
sage,  in  answer  to  Sanderson,  is  so  far  from  being  denied  by 
this  writer,  that  he  afterwards  confirmed  it  in  contradiction 
to  what  himself  had  written  as  above,  about  Ralegh's  peti- 
tion being  made  more  passable  by  his  History ;  where,  after 

*  SRiiderM>D*8    History  of  Kinj^     JamcH,  in  bis  works,  vol.2,  p.i  1 1 , 1 1  a  * 
Jiiine»,  fol.  45Q.  •  Obsen-ations  on  SaDderson's  His* 

■*    Osborne's    Memoirs    of   King     tory,  4to.  p.  9,  i o. 
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his  gross  manner  of  interpretation,  he  says,  **  King  James 
^^  and  all  other  princes  had  cause  of  complaint,  because  hik 
^^  whole  book  sets  out  the  eastern  monarchs  with  much 
^^  glory,  and  exclaims  against  Christian  princes  as  most  in- 
^^  human ;  tradng  all  the  English  sovereigns  from  the  con^ 
^^  quest,  especially  Henry  the  Eighth ;  whom,  for  his 
^^  daughter'^s  honour,  m  Walter  Ralegh  might  have  spared 
'*  from  gall  and  bitterness.'"  And  a  little  further,  <<  King 
^^  James  might,  periiaps  observe  more,  to  repress  the  wick- 
^^  edness  of  such  a  person,  who,  under  pretence  of  taxing  a 
vice  in  the  father,  intended  cunningly  to  stain  the  whde 
raceP,^  &c.  This  objection  against  Ral^h^s  character  of 
that  king,  is  more  particularly  ascribed  to  king  James  by 
another  writer  also  before  cited,  who  tells  us,  ^^  That  after 
**  much  scorn  cast  upon  Ralegh^s  History,  the  king,  being 
^^  modestly  demanded  What  fault  he  found  ?  answered,  as 
one  surprised.  That  Ralegh  had  spoken  irreverently  of 
king  Henry  the  Eighth  9 1"^  as  if  he  would  have  reflected  a 
breach  of  gratitude  upon  our  historian  towards  his  bene&c- 
tress  the  late  queen,  in  speaking  such  truth,  when  he  was  to 
give  a  character  of  her  father,  as  not  only  others  who  read 
it  must  concur  in,  seeing  the  historian  has  so  many  proofs 
at  his  flnger^s  end  to  confirm  it,  but  what  that  king  himself, 
were  he  alive,  on  whom  it  was  written,  must  also  have  al- 
lowed ;  dnce  it  is  only  a  paraphrase  upon  his  own  dying 
confession,  that  he  had  been  a  prince  who  never  spared 
man  in  his  anger,  nor  woman  in  his  lust.  But  if  king  James 
could  thus  object  against  Ralegh  for  one  character,  and  pay 
him  no  thanks  for  another,  which  follows  in  the  same  para- 
graph of  that  preface,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  History  it- 
self ;  this  may  perhaps  best  shew  where  lay  the'  breach  of 
gratitude.  But  however  his  majesty  might  think  it  a  kind 
of  blasphemy,  that  any  below  the  dignity  of  princes  should 
be  the  censors  of  them  ;  yet  that  objection  aforesaid  seems 
not  to  be  the  natural  cause,  says  our  last  quoted  author,  of 
his  dislike  to  this  History,  ^<  ance  none  ever  exclaimed  more 

p  Siuideraon't  Aoswer  to  the  Obaeirations  on  hit  Hlilorf.  "^ 
1  Oslxyrnc,  as  before. 
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<<  against  that  prince  than  usually  king  James  himself 
And  otl^ers,  more  particularly  sull,  are  inclined  to  hdiewe, 
that  any  liberty  Ralegh  may  have  taken  with  the  characters 
of  other  princes,  was  not  so  much  the  real  cause  of  such  dis- 
gust in  king  James,  as,  through  the  insinuations  of  some 
mischievous  sycophants  about  him,  who  well  knew  what  hu- 
mour might  be  most  agreeably  fed,  that  several  parts  of  the 
History  contained  an  oblique  and  artful  exposure  of  himself 
and  his  ministry ;  as  if,  truly,  the  general  History  of  the 
World  was  chiefly  a  secret  history,  or  satire  upon  his  court; 
and  Scotch  faces  were  to  be  seen  in  it,  stuck  upon  old  Jew- 
ish, Babylonian,  or  Assyrian  shoulders.  For,  as  one  has  ob- 
served, "  There  was  a  time,  when  one  of  our  most  renowned 
historians  could  not  comment  upon  a  piece  of  the  Old 
Testament,  without  being  thought  to  write  a  libel  upon 
his  own  times :  and  the  king  was  almost  led  to  fancy  he 
saw  his  own  features  in  the  fac«  of  Ninias,  the  son  of  queen 
Semiramis ;  but  surely,  if  he  could  think  his  justice  oao- 
sured  in  the  story  of  Achab'^s  taking  away  Naboth^s  vine- 
yard, and  not  commended  in  that  of  the  French  king'^s 
conduct  towards  his  judge  and  admiral  of  France ;  he 
must  not  only  have  been  a  very  captious  and  self-torment>- 
ing  reader,  but  have  satirized  himself  more  sharply  by  en- 
grossing of  applications,  or  acquiescing  in  resemblances, 
than  he  could  have  been  by  that  author,  had  he  really  in- 
**  tended  any  ^'"  But  the  truth  is,  that  conscious  minds  can 
find  in  every  example  something  to  chastise  themselves; 
and,  to  stomachs  vitiated,  through  foul  and  unwholesome 
administrations,  with  evil  habits,  the  most  innocent  diet  is 
upbraiding.  That  Ralegh  foresaw  his  enemies  would  make 
such  perverse  construction  and  misuse  of  his  History,  is  evi- 
dent enough  in  his  own  words;  where,  mentioning  the 
choice  he  had  made,  as  least  exceptionable,  of  the  elder 
times  to  describe,  he  yet  anticipates  this  objection,  *^  Against 
<^  this  choice  also,  why  may  it  not  be  said,  that,  in  speaking 
'^  of  the  past^  I  point  at  the  present,  and  tax  the  vices  of 

'  A  Short  Review  of  the  Life  of  SeJHOus,  MS.  inter  Collec.  P.  Le  Neve, 
Arm.  p.  II. 
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"  those  who  are  yet  living,  in  th«r  persons  that  are  long 
*'  once  dead;  and  have  it  laid  to  my  charge?  But  this  I 
"  cannot  help,  though  innocent.  And  certainly,  if  there  be 
***any,  that,  finding  themselves  spotted  like  the  tigers  of 
"  old  time,  shall  lind  fault  with  me  for  pmnting  them  over 
"  anew,  they  shall  therein  accuse  themselves  justly,  and  me 
*'  falsely  *.'"  Yet  such  fault  there  was,  we  see,  found ;  and 
so  falsely  was  be  accused.  Thus  the  honour  which  should 
reword  a  public  bendit  is  stifled  by  private  prejudice. 

We  are  therefore  to  seek  some  other  mediator  for  Ra- 
legh's ddiverance  out  of  prison  than  his  merit  by  this  pub- 
lic benefit ;  and  that  we  shall  at  last  find  to  be  his  money ; 
though  other  causes  in  our  c«nmon  histories  are  also  sug- 
gested, espedally  that  which  seemed  most  effectual,  the  offer 
he  made  of  fitting  out  an  expedition  to  secure,  and  possess 
for  the  crown,  a  gold  mine  in  Guiana,  which  he  had  him- 
self discovfred  when  he  was  formerly  in  that  country,  and 
which,  once  that  time,  had  been  by  others  so  amply  testified, 
that  further  confirmation  was  not  now  required.  So  that 
Ralcgfa*s  bang  decaved  by  Keymis  with  ore  of  a  golden 
complexion,  which  he  brought  from  thence,  or  by  any  chy- 
mical  tricks,  such  as  secretly  slipping  real  gold  with  the  ore 
into  the  melting-pot,  are  foolish  untruths'.  Now  that  <^er 
Ralegh  had  made  at  least  three  years  before  he  obtained  his 
liberty,  with  no  unreasonable  expectation  of  its  being  ac- 
cepted, since  king  James  had  so  publicly  asserted  and  con- 
firmed the  right  of  England  to  that  country,  throngh  nr 
Walter  Ralegh's  conquest  and  discoveries  therein,  wiUi  the 
submianon  he  had  gained  from  the  chief  lords  thereof,  as  to 
have  g^ven  commisaons  and  patents  for  the  poesessum  of  the 
same,  that  is  to  say,  all  from  the  river  of  Amazons  to  the 
Dessequebe,  and  all  the  islands  for  twenty  miles  about,  in 
his  majesty's  name ;  which  were  accordin^y  executed  in  all 
due  form  by  captain  Charles  Leigh  and  captain  Robert  Har- 
court,  whifji  hist  left  a  colony  there  of  thirty  persons  fOT 

'  See  Ibe  prefkce  to  U*  HbloiT,  Ihe  Complete  ttitlorj  et  EngltEd, 
TOl.t.p.I^.  *ri.  J.  »).   }it;   ud  Sandman'* 

•  Wiltmi'i  Lift  of  King  Jama,  In     HMmt  of  King  Jamei,  Ac 

KALIGB)  LIFE.  H  h 


466  THE  LIFE  OF 

three  -years,  as  may  be  read  at  large  in  the  narratiTes  of 
their  several  expeditions  ".  Besides,  the  public  inyitatidns 
and  enoouragenient  which  afterwards  ensued,  to  all  who 
would  again  settle  and  plant  in  that  new-discovered  part  of 
America^,  gave  the  discoverer  himself,  no  doubt,  the  greater 
hopes  that  his  own  propositions,  being  not  for  hia  private, 
but  the  public  benefit,  (yet  at  his  own  expense,  and  that  of 
such  friends  as  he  should  engage  in  the  adventure^)  opukl 
not  but  be  embraced..  Add  to  this,  the  advantages  of  bis 
further  knowing  the  riches  of  this  country,  even  while  he 
was  in  prison,  not  only  by  the  long  conversation  he  bad 
with  those  Indians,  whom  we  find  here  with  him  in  the 
former  part  of  his  confinement,  but  others  who  from  time  to 
time  came  over  to  him.  For  during  this  long  impriaomnent, 
he  held  constant  intercourse  with  Guiana,  and  was  at  the 
charge  every  year,  or  every  second  year,  of  sending  a  sl^ 
or  more  thither,  to  keep  them  in  hopes  of  being  rdieved 
from  the  Spaniards  y,  who  had  again  encroached  upcm  them, 
and  cruelly  massacred  both  several  of  the  natives  and  of 
his  own  men  '.  So  that  the  number  of  voyages  he  set  Ibrdi 
for  Guiana  was  at  least  as  many,  if  not  more,  than  those  he 
is  before  observed  to  have  fitted  out  for  Virginia. 

But  all  this  experience,  which  should  have  recommended 
his  offer,  served  at  first  only  to  render  it  unacceptable.  For 
the  treasurer  Cecil  being  then  alive,  he  with  two  or  three 
others,  who  bore  the  sway  at  court,  were  resolved  to  discoun- 
tenance it ;  not  that  they  so  much  doubted  the  probability 
tliat  such  treasure  might  remain  unpossessed,  or  the  know- 
ledge and  resolution  of  Ralegh  to  compass  it,  so  much  as 
his  disposition  towards  themselves,  if  by  a  successful  return 
he  should  purchase  the  king's  favour.  Therefore,  to  pre- 
vent such  a  rival  as  he  might  prove  to  them,  the  advantage 
he  proposed  to  the  state  was  neglected ;  nay,  so  deeply  had 
they  rooted  prejudices  in  the  king^s  breast  towards  him  in 

•  In  Purcbas's  Pilg^rims,  vol.  4.  aud     Voyage  to  Guiana,  in  4to,  161  ^. 

Dr.  Heylin's  Cosmpgrraphy,  fol.  se-         y  Sir   Walter  Ralegh's  A|xdoffy, 

cood  edit.  1657.  p.  1085.  &c.  8vo.  1650.  p.  52. 

*  See  tlie  Articles  exliihited  at  the         *  Idem,  p.  55. 
end  of  captain  Robert  Harcourt's 
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this  particular,  as  well  as  in  others  before  mentioned,  that 
when  his  majesty  was  solicited  by  any  person  in  Ralegh^s 
behalf,  (and  royal  solicitors  he  had,)  he,  with  that  impUcit 
reliance  on  other  men^s  reports,  which  those  in  supreme  sta- 
tion so  often  bury  thdr  own  judgments  and  their  justice  in, 
would  answer,  that  his  council  knew  him  better  than  he  did. 
But  after  CeciPs  death,  and  now  that  sir  Ralph  Winwood 
was  secretary  of  state  %  Ralegh  revived  his  proposal  to  him, 
and  in  a  letter  told  him,  with  relation  to  those  two  or  three 
earwigs  who  were  ever  crawling  about  the  king,  and  at  the 
mercy  of  whose  representations  he  had  so  long  lain,  that  it 
was  his  only  infelicity  the  king  did  not  know  him  as  well  as 
those  courtiers  pretended  to  do:  ^^For,  had  his  majesty 
known  me,''  says  he,  "  I  had  never  been  here  where  I  now 
am ;  or,  had  I  known  his  majesty,  they  had  never  been 
so  long  there  where  they  now  are.  His  majesty  not 
knowing  me  has  been  my  ruin,  and  his  misknowing  them 
*^  has  been  the  ruin  of  a  goodly  part  of  his  estate.  But 
they  are  all  of  them  now,  some  living  and  some  dying, 
come  to  his  majesty's  knowledge.''  We  learn  further  out 
of  the  said  letter,  that  both  queen  Anne,  who  had  informed 
herself  from  the  beginning  of  all  that  Ralegh  had  been  ac- 
cused with,  and  her  brother  the  king  of  Denmark,  at  both 
times  of  his  being  in  England^,  were  thoroughly  satisfied  of 
his  innocency,  otherwise  they  would  never  have  moved  his 
majesty  in  his  behalf.  And  prince  Henry,  who  had  been  cu- 
rious in  searching  into  the  nature  of  his  ofienoes,  had  been 
frequently  a  mediator  for  him,  as  we  have  read  before. 
Hereupon,'^  says  Ralegh,  ^*  the  wife,  the  brother,  and  the 
son  of  a  king,  do  not  use  to  sue  for  men  suspect ;  but 
since  they  dl  have  done  it,  and  with  reference  to  me 
alone,  you,  strengthened  by  their  example,  may  with  the 
<<  more  hardiness  do  the  like."  Towards  the  end,  Ralegh 
having  acknowledged  that  all  he  had  remaining  was  owing 

'  Sir  Ralph  Winwood  was  made  mark  into  EnglaDd,  he  arrired  liie 

secretary  of  state  March  29,  1 6 1 4.  2 1  st  of  July,  and  departed  Angmt  I « 

**  In  the  last  of  those  journeys  made  1614. 
by  the  said  Christitn  king  of  Den- 
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to  the  king,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  sacrifice  it  all  in 
majesty^s  service,  concludes  with  thb  noble  distinction,  ^*  To 
*^  ^ejbr  the  king,  and  not  by  the  king,  is  all  the  ambition  I 
**  have  in  the  world  c." 

This  and  other  like  addresses  to  that  new  secretary  ad- 
vanced not  Ralegh''s  request  so  much,  but  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  use  stronger  interest  than  what  he  waa  here  mak- 
ing, and  more  substantial  arguments  than  could  flow  from  a 
pen.  For  whatever  ^^  pity  of  his  sufferings  his  merit  and 
^<  fame  of  learning  now  b^;at  in  many,  or  by  whatever 
<<  means  of  the  French  ambassador,  with  others  of  our  own 
^*  lords,^  it  is  pretended,  in  our  common  accounts  of  him, 
that  **^  he  got  freedom  of  repairing  for  his  health  to  his  house 
<^  at  St.  James\  a  year  or  two  before  he  {uxxnued  his  com- 
^^  mission  for  his  voyage  to  Guiana  ^  ;^  we  are  more  poo- 
tively  and  particularly  told,  ^^  That  sir  William  St.  John 
*^  and  sir  Edward  Villiers,  half-brother  to  the  lady  YilUers, 

afterwards  duchess  of  Buckingham,  procured  sir  Walter 

Ralegh^s  liberty,  and  had  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  their 
**  labour  c.*"  It  further  appears,  that  these  used  th^  power 
with  sir  George  Villiers,  the  new  ri^ng  favourite  at  court, 
and  so  obtained  the  king*s  consent  for  Ralegh's  enlargement; 
for  there  is  a  letter  of  Ralegh^s  acknowledgments  to  that  fa- 
vourite in  these  words :  ^^  Sir,  you' have,  by  your  mediation, 

put  me  again  into  the  world ;  I  can  but  acknowledge  it; 

for  to  pay  any  part  of  yoiu*  favour  by  any  service  of  mine 
<^  as  yet,  it  is  not  in  my  power.  If  it  succeed  well,  a  good 
^<  part  of  the  honour  shall  be  yours ;  and  if  I  do  not  also 
*^  make  it  profitable  unto  you,  I  shall  shew  myself  exceeding 
^^  ungrateful.  In  the  mean  while,  and  till  God  discover 
^'  the  success,  I  beseech  you  to  reckon  me  among  the  num- 
"  ber  of  your  faithful  servants,  though  the  least  aUe. 
**  W.  Ral^h  f.**  This  letter  is  dated  only  March  17,  but 
probably  written  in  this  year  last  mention^,  1615 ;  because 

<  Sir  Vi^alter  Ralegli  to  Mr.  Secre-  toiy  of  King  James,  4to.  p.  lo. 
tuy  Winwood,  in  his  Remains,  (last         ''^Sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  sir  George 

edit)  p.  164.  Villiers,  from  the  original ;  in  the  li- 

^  Aulicus  Coquinaris,  p.  91.  brary  of  James  West,  esq. 

*  Obserrationson  Sanderson's  His- 
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three  days  afterwards,  as  Camden  has  precisely  rememb««dy 
sir  Walter  Raleeh  was  released  out  of  the  Towers.  So  thatR«iMied 
he  thus  purchased  his  liberty  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his^,,er. 
confinement ;  that  is  to  say,  after  he  had  been  (without  in- 
termission) twelve  years,  three  months,  and  five  days  in  the 
said  Tower  of  London,  bemdes  near  three  months  more  at 
his  first  commitment  thither,  and  during  his  arraignment  at 
Winchester. 

At  this  time  Canr,  earl  <^  Somerset,  had  been  about  four 
or  five  months  in  the  said  Tower  with  his  countess,  for  the 
barbarous  imprisonment  of  m  Thomas  Orerbury  about  two 
years  before  in  the  same  place,  to  which  he  had  treacheiv 
ously  drivoi  him,  for  only  having  obstructed  the  said  earTs 
vile  and  scandalous  commerce  with  that  lewd  woman,  while 
she  was  young  Elssex^s  wife.  <^  These  two  accidents  at  this 
time  drew  great  notice,  happening  (as  it  is  observed  in  a 
tract  ascribed  to  the  lord  Brook)  so  much  beyond  all  ex- 
'^  pectation ;  that  the  one,  being  a  special  favourite  of  the 
'*  king,  the  other  a  condemned  man ;  the  one  imprisoned, 
^^  the  other  9et  at  liberty;  gave  great  occasion  of  speech  and 
^'  rumour,  and  so  much  the  more  wonder  and  admiration, 
<^  because  of  Ralegh^s  wit  and  poli<^^.^  Ralegh  is  farther 
said  by  the  same  author  to  have  given  Somerset  many  quips 
and  taunts  during  his  said  imprisonment ;  and  it  may  not 
be  improbable,  towards  such  an  undeserving  intruder  upon 
his  estate.  But,  as  this  earl  of  Somerset  was  convicted  of  fe- 
lony for  the  said  murder,  whereby  the  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  he  had  heaped  up,  and  lands  to  the  income  of 
nineteen  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  being  again  dis- 
persed*; and  as  the  king  had  laid  that  heavy  curse  upon 
himself  and  his  posterity  which  he  did,  if  ever  he  pardoned 
any  of  the  said  murderers,  it  might  have  been  thought  that 
RaleghV  comparison  of  himself  and  that  noble  malefactor 
would  not  have  been  spoiled,  when  he  said.  That  the  whole 
History  of  the  World  had  not  the  like  precedent,  of  a  king^s 

V  Camden's  Annalii  of  King  James.     Brook,  4to.  1643.  p.  67. 
^  The  Five  Years  of  Kiuff  James,         *  Idem,  p.  66. 
&c.  by  sir  Foulk  GreiriUy  Ute  lord 

HhS 


470  THE  LIFE  OF 

prisoner  to  purchase  freedom,  and  bis  bosom  favourite  to 
have  the  halter,  but  in  scripture,  in  the  case  of  Mordecai 
and  Haman.  Instead  of  that,  Ralegh  is  said,  by  the  relator 
of  this  passage,  to  have  been  told,  the  king  should  reply 
upon  hearing  this  observation.  That  Ralegh  might  die  in 
that  deceit  ^ ;  and  so  he  did,  as  this  author  truly  says :  (or 
the  king  now  saved  the  life  of  the  one,  as  much  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  the  world,  as  he  afterwards  put  the  other  to 
death.  But  he  could  do  no  less,  if  his  favourite  was  really 
a  master  of  such  secrets  as  are  elsewhere  spoken  of  1.  And 
this  is  enough  to  resolve  why  the  misfortunes  of  that  eari,  if 
they  may  be  called  such,  which  at  the  worst  were  more  £e^ 
vourable  than  his  merits  in  any  wise  deserved,  were  not 
equal  to  his  crimes  ^. 

Ralegh,  being  thus  at  liberty,  soon  appears  busy  in  mak- 
ing preparation  for  his  voyage.  To  this  purpose  he  called 
in  the  eight  thousand  pounds  which  he  had  lent  to  the 
countess  of  Bedford  ^^  reckoned  in  king  Jameses  Declara- 
tion a  competent  satisfaction  for  Sherborne ;  though  it  waa 
afterwards  valued  by  the  state  at  BOOOl.  per  annum. 
But  seeing  that  not  sufficient  to  fit  out  a  fleet  in  the  manner 
he  found  necessary,  his  wife  consented  also  to  sell  her  house 
and  lands  at  Micham  in  Surry,  for  which  he  received 
twenty-five  hundred  pounds  o;  all  which,  and  more,  he  ex- 
pended in  this  expedition.  And  what  phrensy  could  possess 
him,  as  he  says  himself,  thus  to  dispose  of  his  whole  sub- 
stance, and  undertake  such  a  toilsome  and  perilous  voyage, 
now  that  his  constitution  was  impaired  by  such  a  long  con- 
finement, besides  age  itself,  sickness  and  affliction,  were  he 
not  assured  thereby  of  doing  his  prince  service,  bettering 
his  country  by  commerce,  and  restoring  his  family  to  their 
estates,  all  from  the  mines  of  Guiana,  ^^  and,*^  says  he,  '<  if  I 
"  myself  had  not  seen  them  with  my  own  eyes  P  P''  I  have  not 

^  Sanderson's  History  of  King  *"  Osborne,  vol.  i.  p.  156. 

Junes,  &c.  "  Observations  on  Sanderson's  His- 

I  Dr.  Welwood's  Notes  on  WiJson's  tory  of  king  James,  &c.  p.  1 1 . 

History  of  King  James,  in  the  Com-  *  Idem,  also  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 

plete  History  of  England,  torn.  2.  Apology,  p.  47. 

fol.  699.  &c.  p  Idem,  p.  48. 
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yet  heard  who  was  the  purchaser  of  that  estate  at  Micham ; 
but  there  is  a  letter  of  Ralegh^s  to  a  nobleman  extant,  which 
poeably  relates  thereunto.  It  is  to  entreat  him  to  make  an 
impartial  valuation  of  some  lands  to  a  rising  favourite  who 
was  to  be  the  purchaser,  and  is  penned  in  the  following 
words :  *^  I  humbly  beseech  your  lordship  to  give  me 
leave,  and  pardon  too,  if  I  need  it,  for  the  answering  of 
those  things  which  you  were  lately  pleased  to  object 
against  me;  and  that  you  will  charitably  also  consider 
<'  both  of  my  demands,  and  of  the  reasons  which  embolden 
^*  me  to  make  them.  Those  answers  go  here,  in  a  paper 
*<  which  is  enclosed,  apart ;  and  my  letter  shall  say  but 
*^  thus  much,  that  the  gentleman  who  is  so  greatly  in  fa- 
**  vour  hath  many  fair  fortunes  before  him,  and  we,  nothing 
^'  to  look  for  but  misery ;  and  that  he  is  better  able  to  give 
*^  us  above  the  worth  of  the  land,  than  we  in  condition  to 
abate  any  part  thereof.  And  therefore  we  humbly  be- 
seech your  lordship,  that  your  compassion  and  care  of 
**  honour  may  be  the  judge  between  his  prosperous  naviga- 
tion  and  our  shipwreck ;  and  that  your  charity  for  us, 
and  your  desire  of  satisfaction  for  him,  may  equal  the 
balance  between  us.  I  hope  so  heartily  to  find  all  just 
favour  at  your  hands,  as  I  will  venture,  upon  this,  to  as- 
sure you,  that  I  will  do  all  my  utmost  to  make  my  wife 
and  son  forget  their  misery  in  themselves,  and  to  be  ever 
mindful  of  their  duty  towards  your  lordship ;  to  whom  I 
^^  hope  they  will  be,  as  I  am  sure  myself  have  been,  and 
f^  am,  a  most  faithful,  humble  servant  ^.'" 

Besides  the  ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  which  it 
cost  fir  Walter  Ralegh  to  put  himself  in  equipage  for  this 
long  proposed  voyage,  a  much  greater  sum  than  would 
have  paid  for  his  liberty  of  receding  from  it,  or  for  a  for- 
mal pardon,  had  he  thought  he  needed,  and  had  gone  about 
to  purchase  it;  there  were  many  co^venturers,  who,  by 
contributions  to  the  expense  thereof,  entitled  themselves  to 
a  share  in  the  returns.    But  most  of  these  are  called  by  Ra* 

"I  See  a  CoUectioii  of  Letters  miule  by  sir  Toby  Matthews,  8vo.  i66o» 
p.  66. 
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l^h  a  company  of  volunteers,  who  had  never  teen  the  sea 
nor  wars;  and,  except  some  forty  gentlemen,  a  very  diiso- 
lute,  disorderly,  and  ungovernable  crew,  ^^whom  their 
<'  friends  thought  it  an  ^ticeeding  good  gain  to  be  disohaiged 
'<  of,  at  the  hazard  of  some  thirty,  forty,  or  fiftj  pauBd% 
^^  knowing  they  could  not  have  lived  a  whole  year  ao  cheap 
*<at  home^^  There  were,  moreover,  several  merdiaiits, 
not  only  in  England  but  foreign  parts,  who  eontributed 
to  this  mine-adventure;  so  confident  were  they  that  it 
was  no  chimera,  no  supposititious  or  airy  treasure  that  was 
promised  or  pursued.  One  of  these  merchants^  afterwards 
knighted,  and  very  eminent  for  his  dealings,  waa  named 
Peter  Vanlore^  who  so  approved  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh^a  un- 
dertaking, that  he  not  only  sent  a  letter  to  his  brother  sir 
Adrian  Thibaut  in  Amsterdam,  requesting  him  to  engage 
another  merchant  there  to  communicate  something  he  knew 
of  the  riches  in  Guiana  to  sir  Walter  Ral^h ;  but  made 
that  request  in  Ralegh^s  own  manner  of  expresaion,  from  a 
copy  which  he  drew  up  for  him.  This  draught,  as  I  have 
it  from  the  said  original,  is  as  follows :  '^  Brother  Tibotes, 
*'  There  is  a  merchant  in  Amsterdam,  that  for  the  love  be 
'<  bears  to  my  honourable  friend  sir  Walter  Ralegh^  la  con* 
'^  tent  to  discover  somewhat  of  importance  unto  him  in 
<<  Guiana,  to  which  country  sir  Walter  Ralegh  is  now  pre- 
^<  paring  to  go ;  but  he  doth  require  assurance  from  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  that  he  himself  may  be  assured  to  enjoy 
such  part  of  the  commodity  discovered,  as  he  shall  agree 
upon  with  ar  Walter  Ralegh  by  his  deputy  Mr.  Henry 
**  Hovenar.  I  do  therefore  pray  you  to  speak  with  the 
'^  party  which  Mr.  Hovenar  will  bring  unto  you,  and  to 
**  know  what  assurances  he  will  require,  which,  to  pleasure 
sir  Walter,  I  shall  be  willing  to  give ;  that  is  to  say,  to 
give  him  assurance  that  upon  dr  Walter^s  return  into 
England,  the  charges  being  deducted,  the  discoverer  shall 
^'  receive  from  sir  Walter  such  part  of  the  said  merchan- 
^*  dise  as  sir  Walter  and  he  shall  agree  on ;  although  there 

'  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  4. 
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^^  needs  no  such  assurance  to  be  given,  because  his  majesty 
^*  doth  assure  all  sir  Walter^s  partners  by  the  great  seal  at 
**  England,  That  they  shall  truly  and  quietly  enjoy  all  thor 
*'  parts  and  shares  of  what  goods,  merchandise,  or  treasure 
**  soever  shall  be  returned ;  out  of  which  great  seal  of  ESng- 
*<  land,  the  ^aooverer  shall  have  an  assignment  f(Mr  so  much 
*^  as  belongs  unto  him,  to  be  delivered  here  in  London,  to 
<<  whomsoever  he  shall  ajqpoint  to  receive  it^  Then  in  a 
new  line  he  ccmcludes  thus :  ^'  To  Mr.  Peter  Vanlore. 
^^  This  is  the  letter  which  I  desire  you  to  write  to  your 
^*  brother  in  Amsterdam ;  and  for  any  assurance  you  Aitll 
**  give,  I  will  again  put  you  in  sureties  to  save  you  harm^ 
<'  less.  W.  Ralegh  s.""  This  letter  is  dated  July  1, 1616. 
And  if  Ral^i  had  his  commisnon  for  that  voyage  hefctrt 
this  time,  as  it  appears  he  had,  by  his  citing  it,  then  it 
must  be  erroneously  dated,  being  near  two  months  after,  in 
king  Jameses  Declaration  ^  Here  again,  that  commission 
seems  to  have  been  ^ven  under  the  great  seal  of  England ; 
and  also  elsewhere  ^  :  in  that  Declaration,  it  is  said  to  be 
under  the  privy-seal.  But  there  are  other  things  observ- 
able of  this  commission  as  it  is  there  printed,  and  in  other 
places^  as  we  shall  see  presently. 

In  the  mean  while  we  may  here  observe  a  little  oppo- 
sition that  was  made  to  this  voyage.  And  indeed  some 
persons  at  court,  who  might  remember  what  advances  Ra- 
legh had  formerly  made  there,  by  the  means  of  several  ex- 
ploits which  he  undertook  at  a  distance  from  it ;  and  others, 
admonished  by  conscience,  that  every  friendly  gale  in  his 

•  This  copy  of  a  letter  for  sir  Pe-  ment  upon  it :  «  This  letter  was 
ter  Vanlore  tt>  engage  a  Dutch  mer-  '<  shewn  onto  Matfaiaa  Penewar^  at 
chant  in  sir  WaUer  Ralegh's  Guia-  "  the  timeofhisexaminationyon  the 
nian  adTentore,  from  the  original  *'  part  and  behalf  of  sir  Peter  Van- 
draught  of  sir  Walter's  own  ha^,  Is  "  lore,  knt.  defendant,  against  dapM 
in  the  possesrion  of  Browne  Willis,  **  Elizabeth  Ralegh,  widow,  com- 
of  Whaddon-hall  in  Bucks,  esq.  to  **  plainant  ia«  Jnnii,  1633.  Signed 
whom  we  are  obliged  for  this  com-  "  Martin  Basill/* 
munication.  And  a  transcript  ap-  *  See  a  Declaration  of  the  Demean- 
pears  to  have  been  sent  according  to  onr  and  Carriage  of  ur  Walter  Ra- 
sir  Walter's  request;  for,  after  lus  legh,  knt  as  well  in  his  Toyage  as 
death,  bis  lady  baring  commenced  sithence  Iris  retnm,  &c.  4to.  161S. 
lawsuits  against  the  said  Vanlore,  p.  24. 

this  copy  was  produced  in  court,  as  "  Dr.  Heylin's  Cosmography,  fol. 

appears  by  the  following  endorse-  1086.  &c 
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navigation  would  be  splitting  them  upon  a  rock,  might  well 
be  expected  to  obstruct,  as  far  as  they  could,  hb  progress: 
but  none  do  we  hear  of  so  impatient  and  clamorous  agunst 
it  as  the  Spaniard.     For  there  had  been  now  in  England, 
about  three  years,  an  agent  from  Spain,  named  Di^o  Sar- 
miento  de  Acuna,  better  known,  but  not  till  about  the 
time  of  Ralegh^s  death,  or  perhaps  after  it,  by  the  title  of 
count  de  Gondomar;  a  man  who,  if  he  gained  that  in- 
fluence he  did  over  king  James  purely  by  art,  must  be  al- 
lowed a  good  share  of  dexterity  in  the  mysteries  of  negotia- 
tion ;  but  as  he  was  adapted  by  nature  to  soothe  and  capti- 
vate him,  no  less  than  by  the  pretenaons  of  his  a^^cy,  it 
diminishes  the  wonders  of  his  success  in  making  that  king 
such  a  subject  to  his  enchantments,  and  keepng  him  so 
many  years  a  prisoner  as  it  were  in  the  tower  he  had 
heaped  up  of  airy  and  glittering  promises:  yet  what  re- 
ward was  reserved,  for  all  his  services  here,  in  his  own 
country,  and  how  this  ardent  slave  to  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  his  master  was  both  executioner  of  his  royal  pride  9B 
well  as  other  passions,  and  sacrifice  also  at  last  to  them, 
must  be  left  for  those  to  display  who  have  more  Idsuie  to 
dilate  upon  such  retaliations  of  Providence.     This  was  the 
man  who  (as  he  is  represented  in  king  Jameses  Dedaration) 
now  ^'  took  great  alarm,  and  is  said  to  have  made  loud 
<'  and  vehement  assertions  to  his  majesty  in  repeated  au- 
^^  diences,  that  he  knew  and  had  discovered  the  intention 
'^  and  enterprise  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  be  but  hostile  and 
**  piratical,  tending  to  the  breach  between  the  two  crowns^, 
and  the  danger  and  destruction  of  the  king  his  master^s 
subjects  in  those  parts ;  protesting  in  a  sort  against  it.^ 
To  which  that  the  king  should  answer,  (as  it  is  there  said 
after  Ralegh'^s  death,)  ^^  He  would  send  sir  Walter  Ral^fa 
'<  with  a  limited  commission,^  (but  how  limited  it  was  will 
soon  appear,)  and  that  '^  he  durst  not,  upon  peril  of  his 
<<  head,  do  any  such  matter;  and  if  he  did,  he  would  surely 
^^  do  justice  upon  him,  or  send  him  bound  hand  and  foot  ' 

*  But  see  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  53. 
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into  Spain,  with  all  the  gold  and  goods  he  should  obtain 
by  robbery,  and  bring  home,  were  they  never  so  great  T.'* 
Then  the  king,  by  sir  Ralph  Winwood,  got  both  a  solemn 
protestation  from  Ralegh,  that  he  had  no  other  intention 
but  only  to  go  to  those  gold  mines ;  and  also  a  close  letter 
to  his  majesty  (as  it  is  here  in  his  Declaration  justly  called) 
confirming  the  same.  This  close  letter  was  both  written 
close  to  the  purpose,  or  in  such  expres»ve  terms  as  to  hare 
laid  open  the  whole  scheme  of  Ralegh^s  voyage ;  and  also 
as  a  matter  to  be  kept  dose,  or  with  the  utmost  privacy ; 
for  it  is  said  that,  upon  such  communication,  his  majesty 
promised,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  to  keep  it  secret  < :  and  it 
would  have  prevented  all  supposition  of  dinngenuity,  if  this 
dose  letter  had  been  fairly  exhibited  in  that  Declaration, 
had  it  been  when  this  was  penned  in  the  king^s  possession, 
as  it  ought,  according  to  hb  royal  promise.  On  the  coiw 
trary,  thb  seems  to  have  been  the  very  letter,  by  which, 
through  the  Spanish  ambassador'^s  means,  his  master,  the 
king  of  Spain,  was  preadmonished  of  Ralegh^s  whole  enter- 
prise,  and  had  sent  to  Guiana,  before  he  left  the  British 
channel,  to  prepare  a  greater  force  than  his  to  oppose  him, 
as  will  hereafter  appear.  Nay,  it  is  visible  by  what  imme- 
diately fdilows  in  the  said  Declaration,  both  that  this  dose 
letter  (how  closely  soever  the  contents  of  it  are  withheld) 
did  reveal  the  particulars  of  Ralegh^s  naval  strength,  and 
that  the  king  did  divulge  it  to  the  Spanish  ambassador ;  be- 
ciAise  it  was  so  far  frt>m  making  him  recede  from  his  former 
jealousy,  that  he  is  discovered  to  have  objected  thereupon 
agmnst  the  number  of  ships  Ralegh  had  prepared  for  the 
ssid  voyage  %  to  which  Ralegh  then  doubtless  made  as 
proper  answer  as  we  shall  find  he  did  hereafter.  But  in 
short,  such  a  proposal,  by  one  carrying  the  reputation  of 
such  an  active,  witty,  and  valiant  gentleman,  especially  of  so 

^   King  James's   Declaration   of  p.  a8.    And  alao  in  the  Life  of  sir 

Sir  Walter  Ralegfa'a  Demeanour,  Ac.  Walter  Ralegh,  in  a   collectioD   of 

p.  5.  Lives  English  and  Foreign,  toI.  i. 

*  Howel's  Letters,  p.  369.     Shir-  1704.  p.  138.  Ac. 
ley's  Life  of  the  valiant  and  learned         >  King  James's  Declaration,  p.  6. 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  fol.  3d  edit  1687. 
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great  a  commander  at  sea,  as  his  enemies  allow  he  had^ ; 
one  who  must  be  thought  most  wary  above  all  cithers  of 
incurring  king  Jameses  displeasure,  under  which  he  had  so 
long  suffered ;  one  who  had  given  such  public  atteatatioiis 
of  his  sincerity  in  the  p-osecution  of  this  proposal;   and 
one  who)  as  the  greatest  proof  he  could  give  therecvf,  was 
actually  embarking  his  whole  fortune  as  well  as  credit, 
together  with  those  of  his  friends  and  relations,  all  finding 
security  for  thor  good  behaviour,  without  any  chai^  to 
the  crown  if  they  failed,  and  with  prospect  of  great  ad- 
vantage if  they  succeeded,  was  so  far  from  bang  overthrown 
by  any  remonstrances  of  the  ambassador  himself,  or  from 
being  thought  a  most  noble  and  generous  overture  by  all 
other  men,  that  even  the  king^s  honour  is  acknowledged,  in 
his  own  Declaration,  to  have  been  engaged,  not  to  deny  his 
people  the  adventure  and  hope  of  so  great  riches  c.     And 
yet  what  character  of  that  king'^s  honour  towards  Ins  people 
is  exposed  in  the  same  leaf  of  that  very  Declaration,  where 
it  is  pretended,  that  in  his  own  princely  judgment  he  gave 
no  belief  to  it,  as  being  persuaded  that  in  nature  there  were 
no  such  mines  entire,  or  that  the  Spaniards,  so  industrious 
in  the  chace  of  treasure,  would  have  so  long  neglected  the 
same,  is  left  to  the  reader's  distinction.     But  it  may  be  best 
discovered  by  the  care  taken  to  secure  his  majesty'^s  di- 
i^dend  so  clearly,  and  to  express  many  other  articles  so 
doubtfully,  in  the  commis«on  itself,  of  which  we  shall  now 
g^ve  an  impartial  abstract,  whether  it  was  from  a  magnani- 
mous principle  or  a  mercenary  one,  from  upright  policy  or 
downright  prevarication,  that  the  same  was  granted ;  being 
as  follows : 
HU  com-         "  James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.     To  all  to  whom 
a  voyage  to  "  these  presents  shall  come,  &c.    Whereas  sir  Walter  Ra- 
ord*!^^*'     "  ^^S^^  knight,  intendeth  to  undertake  a  voyage  by  sea  and 
where  in      ^*  shipping,  to   the  south  parts  of  America  or  elsewhere 
Amenca.     «  within  America,  possessed  and  inhabited  by  heathen  and 
"  savage  people ;  to  discover  some  commodities  and  mer- 

*>  King  James's  I>eclaratioii,  p.  a;.  ^  Idem,  p.  4. 
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'<  cbandise  profitable  for  the  mibjects  oi  our  kingdoms, 
^<  whereof  the  inhabitants  make  little  or  no  use;  whenee 
<<  may  ensue,  by  commerce,  some  propagation  of  the  Chris- 
'^  tian  futh  and  reformed  religion  among  those  idolatrous 
^*  people :  and  whereas  there  are  divers  merchants,  &c.  well 
<<  disposed  to  asnst  ar  Walter  Ralegh,  had  they  assurance 
^'  to  enjoy  their  due  share  of  the  profits  returned,  sir  Wal- 
^'  ter  Ralegh  being  under  the  peril  of  the  law ;  and  whereas 
^*  divers  other  gentlemen,  his  kinsmen  and  firiends,  with  se- 
<<  veral  captains  and  commanders,  are  also  deorous  to  follow 
^'  and  venture  their  lives  with  him,  if  they  might  be  com- 
«  manded  by  none  but  himself:  we,  upon  deliberate  consi- 
'^  deration,  desiring  the  benefit  of  our  subjects,  also  to  give 
'<  our  princely  furtherance  to  the  said  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
''  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  to  encourage  others  in  the  like 
*'  laudable  enterprises,  advance  the  conversion  of  savages, 
<<  and  increase  traffic  by  our  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  have, 
^^  of  our  special  grace,  &c.  granted  sir  Walter  Ralegh  full 
'^  power  to  carry  for  the  said  voyage  so  many  of  our  sufa^ 
^^  jects,  (HT  others  who  will  become  our  subjects,  as  shall 
'^  willingly  accompany  him ;  with  sufficient  ship^nng,  ar- 
^^  mour,  weapons,  ordnance,  munition,  powder,  shot,  &c. 
'^  and  all  other  things  as  he  shall  think  necessary  for  the 
'^  use  and  defence  of  him  and  his  company ;  besides  Uberty 
^^  to  exchange  or  otherwise  dispose  of  his  goods  or  merdian- 
«<  dise ;  also  to  return  into  this  or  other  of  our  dominions 
*^  with  such  gold,  silver,  bullion,  or  any  other  wares,  and 
<<  they  to  be  converted  to  the  proper  use  of  the  said  sir 
«  Walter  Ralegh  and  his  company ;  paying  to  us,  our 
*^  heirs,  &c.  the  full  fifth  part  of  all  such  gold  and  silver, 
^^  bullion,  and  ore  of  gold  or  silver,  pearl  and  precious  stones, 
'^  as  shall  be  so  imported ;  withal  such  customs,  &c.  as 
^^  shall  be  due  for  any  other  goods  whatever.  Further,  to 
'^  ^courage  sir  Walter  Ral^h  and  the  adventurers,  we 
'^  promise  in  verbo  regioy  that  no  gold,  silver,  at  other 
^^  wares  by  them  imported  from  those  parts  so  possessed 
"  and  inhabited,  shall  be  seized  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  any  of 
"  our^nffiCiMrs,  but  that  it  shall  remain  (the  fifth  part  of  the 
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"  said  gold,  silver,  bullion,  8tc.  as  before,  wiih  all  oilier 
"  customs  and  duties,  being  truly  paid)  to  the  sole  use  of 
"  sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  his  company.  Further,  of  our 
"  most  special  grace,  &c.  wc  eonatittite  the  said  sir  Walter 
"  Ralegh  to  be  the  sole  governor  and  commander  of  all 
"  persons  who  shall  travel  or  be  with  hini  in  the  said  voyage 
"  or  in  their  return.  And  give  him  full  power  to  correct, 
"  punish,  pardon,  and  rule  them  according  to  such  orders 
"  and  instructions  as  the  s^d  sir  Walter  Ralegh  shall 
*'  establish,  ok  well  in  eases  capital  and  criminal  aa  cavil, 
"  both  marine  and  other ;  so  that  the  said  proceedings,  as 
"  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  arc  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
"  this  realm  and  to  the  Christian  foith  now  professed  in  the 
*'  cluirch  of  England.  And  because  in  such  enterprises 
"  great  inconveniences  have  grown  by  mutinies  and  dis- 
"  orders  for  want  of  sufficient  authority,  we  give  full  power 
*'  to  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  mutiny  by 
"  sea  or  land,  to  exercise  martial  law  upon  just  and  ap- 
*'  parent  necessity,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  our  lieutenant- 
"  general  by  sea  or  land,  or  our  lieutenants  in  the  counties 
"  of  England.  And  we  ^ve  sir  Walter  Ralegli  full  power 
"  to  appoint  such  captains  and  other  commanders  and  mi- 
"  nisters  under  h'un  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the  belter 
"  ordering  and  governing  his  company.  We  further  com- 
*'  mand  the  wardens  of  the  cinque  ports,  customers,  and 
"  other  officers,  quietly  to  permit  sir  Waller  Ralegh,  and 
*'  all  who  shall  adventure  with  him,  to  {lass  t»  the  said 
**  south  or  other  parts  of  America,  possessed  and  inhabltrd 
*'  as  aforesaid,  and  to  return  willi  any  goods  whatever,  aud 
*'  to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  only  ttac  oA 
"  him  and  his  company ;  paying  tltL-  fifili  part  of  alt  gold, 
*'  silver,  bullion,  &c.  as  before,  impurted,  niul  other  cu*- 
"  toms  and  duties  aforcsiiil.  Altd  these  presmts.  Stc  shAll 
"  be  to  the  said  w.i-^ii  -.  «uffin -tr  •■— -— -i       ^i-f  ,- 

"  grant  to  the  «aid    '  Hali ,.  . 

*'  patents,  or  the  t-n    i 

"      '"  •-■      •'■  r*l(i.o....     m t'.'.III|U     1 
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ourselves,  the  96th  day  of  August,  in  the  14th  year  of 
our  reign  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland;  and  of  Soot- 
land,  the  50th.  Per  breve  de  privato  sigiOo^ 
This  abstract  is  made  from  the  said  commisaon,  as  it  is 
printed  in  king  Jameses  Declaration  <l,  and  may  agree  with 
that  which  seems  also  to  have  been  given  us  from  the  re- 
cords <^.  Whether  there  was  ori^nally  any  preamble  to  it, 
we  cannot  say.  But  there  are  authors  who  affirm,  that  in 
this  commission  king  James  called  him  his  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  sir  Walter  Ralegh  ^  Though  these  may  be  words 
of  course  in  such  like  instruments,  yet  if  some  words  were 
thus  taken  out  in  that  redtal  aforesaid,  it  might  give  reason 
of  inferring  that  by  the  same  liberty  others  have  been 
squeezed  in.  Yet  even  as  it  is  suffered  there  to  appear,  it 
is  surely  far  from  being  so  clearly  penned  in  point  of  those 
limitations  it  is  said  in  his  majesty^s  DedaraUon  he  pro- 
mised the  Spanish  ambassador :  for  here  is  no  limitation  to 
any  part  of  America,  not  only  the  south  parts,  but  else- 
where being  authorized,  and  all  that  are  habitable,  inhabited 
in  some  degree  or  other  by  heathen  and  savage  people ;  so 
vague,  so  equivocal,  and  disputable  is  that  distinction ;  not 
one  word  of  Guiana,  no  owning  of  his  own  right,  or  the 
power  he  had  lately  given  to  plant  there,  no  privilege  for 
working  any  mine  there,  nor  prohibition  to  meddle  with 
the  king  of  Spain^s  subjects  there  or  elsewhere,  as  another 
writer  has  well  observed  s.  On  the  contrary,  full  liberty  to 
carry  what  arms  and  ammunition  they  pleased  for  defence, 
if  they  should  need  it ;  and  lastly,  the  royal  assurance  of 
enjoying  unmolested  whatever  they  returned  with.  In 
short,  this  commission  must  easily  be  observed  to  have 
been   penned,  how  clearly  soever  pretended,  as  if  king 


<*  From  page  9.  to  34. 

•  Vide  Rymer*8  Feed.  vol.  i6.  fol. 
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See  Ralegh's  Remains,  i2mo. 
1 65 1,  and  in  the  last  edition,  p.  aoo; 
where  it  is  said,  Ralegh  afterwards 
pleaded  these  words  in  his  commis- 
sion. To  his  trusty  and  welUheloved 
guhject,  &c.  as  what  implied  a  par- 


don.  See  also  Coke*8  Four  last 
Reigns,  p.  85.  Rapin's  late  History 
of  England ;  where  be  says,  tUs 
commission  was  directed  a  notre 
ami  et  feal  WaUer  RaUgh.  Also 
Mr.  Tindars  Notes  on  the  same 
place. 

■  See  the  first  volume  of  State 
Triab,  fol.  319.  in  the  notes. 
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James  did  neither  know  of  sir  Walter  Ral^;fa'8  intention 
for  and  at  Guiana ;  though  a  little  before,  he  had  the  whcJe 
particulars  thereof  from  Ralegh^s  own  hand,  cxr  that  there 
were  any  Spaniards  planted  there ;  though  he  appears  to 
have  known  that  also  from  the  Spanish  ambassador  himself, 
whose  own  kinsman,  as  we  shall  hear,  was  sent,  during  Ra-* 
legh^s  restraint,  from  Spain,  to  build  and  colonize  upon 
that  very  spot  to  which  Ralegh  had  now  this  unlimited 
commission,  as  we  may  rather  term  it,  to  go.  For  it  is  so 
much  the  reverse  of  that  close  penned  letter  wherein  Ra- 
legh had  so  expressively  and  so  unreservedly  placed  his 
whde  trust  of  this  voyage  in  king  James,  that  it  seems  ood^ 
trived,  both  to  hoodwink  the  Spaniard  till  the  action  was 
over,  though  the  king  betrayed  it  himself,  and  to  secure 
loc^holes  sufficient  for  the  royal  authority  against  his  ex- 
ceptions^; but  they  proved  so  large,  that  it  was  thought 
expedient,  in  the  end,  as  we  shall  find,  that  the  commissioa 
should  not  be  insisted  on  to  limit  or  restrain  any  body. 

Whether  this  indistinct  power  in  that  commissicm  made 
Ralegh  more  or  less  importunate  for  his  pardon,  we  cannot 
say.  Some  indeed  write,  that  he  laboured  mainly  to  obtain 
it ;  but  they  are  led  into  that  belief  by  the  Declaration  afcHie- 
said:  whereas  we  find  it  expressly  asserted  in  a  letter  of 
Carew  Ralegh^s,  that  his  father  had  overtures  made  him 
of  procuring  his  pardon  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  by  sir 
William  St.  John,  one  of  the  persons  of  whom  he  purchased 
his  freedom,  therefore  one  whose  interest  was  the  less  to  be 
doubted  in  this  particular ;  but  that  sir  Walter  Ralegh  con- 
ferring,  a  little  before  his  departure  from  England,  with  sir 
Francis  Bacon,  (newly  made  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal. 


^  Roger  Coke>  in  his  State  of  Eng- 
land daring  the  four  last  reigns,  ob- 
aenres,  p.  84.  '<  that  this  commis- 
*'  aion  but  ill  agpreed  with  the  treaty 
'*  of  peace  made  with  the  king  of 
"  Spain,  in  the  second  year  of  king 
*'  James's  reign.*'  And  a  little 
further,  *'  That  in  granting  this  com- 
mission, 3rou  see,"  says  he,  '*  by 
what  an  undistinguished  power  co- 
"  Tetousoess  gofemt  the  actions  of 


«  princes  as  well  as  meaner  men, 
<*  against  their  honour  and  interest: 
'*  for  at  that  time  the  king  granted 
"  this  commission,  he  was,  by  sir 
*'  John  Digbv,  treating  a  marriage 
**  between  pnnce  Charles  and  the  in - 
*'  fanta  of  Spain,  upon  terms  of  two 
<'  millions  of  money  with  her."  Bat 
what  put  a  stop  to  that  match  may 
in  the  same  author,  and  others,  be 
seen. 
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and  Dot  Jong  after  \otd  chancellor,)  upon  this  pecuniary 
pardoD,  he  poatively  advised  Ral^i  agunst  it  in  theae 
words :  "  Sir,  the  knee-timber  of  your  voyage  is  money ; 
"  spare  your  purse  in  this  particular,  for  upon  my  hfe  you 
"  have  a  suffident  pardon  for  all  that  is  past  already,  the 
*'  king  having,  under  his  broad  seal,  made  you  admiral  of 
*'  your  fleet,  and  given  you  power  of  the  martial  law  over 
"  your  oflScers  and  soldiers ''."  But  we  are  elsewhere  ttJd, 
that  even  for  leas  than  half  that  money  before  mentioned, 
that  is  to  say,  "  for  seven  hundred  pounds,  the  said  nr  Wil- 
"  liam  St.  John,  and  also  nr  Edward  Villiers,  before  spoken 
'*  at,  offered  ur  Walter  Ralegh,  not  only  his  full  pardwi, 
"  but  liberty  not  to  go  his  voyage  if  he  pleased ;  and  that 
"  he  refused  both ;  the  rather,  because  he  was  told  by  mt 
"  Francis  Bacon,  (as  above,)  that  his  said  commisaon  was  as 
'*  good  a  pardon  for  all  former  (fences,  as  the  law  of  Eng- 
*'  land  could  afford  him'." 

And  now,  near  seven  months  after  the  date  of  his  com- 
mission, began  his  fleet  to  appear,  or  rather  that  part  al  it 
which  lay  in  the  Thames,  and  consisted  of  seven  sail.  Fram 
the  survey  which  was  taken  thereof  by  the  appcuntmeot  of 
Charles  earl  of  Nottingham,  the  lord  admiral,  <»i  the  IGth 
of  March  in  the  year  last  named,  it  appears,  that  the  first 
of  them,  or  admiral,  a  brave  ship,  as  described  by  one  who 
might  probably  have  seen  it,  and  built  by  Ralegh  himself^, 
was  named  the  Destiny,  of  four  hundred  and  forty  tons, 
and  thirty-^x  pieces  (or  more)  of  ordnance ;  or  Waller 
Ralegh  general,  and  his  son  Walter  captain :  besides  two 
hundred  men,  whereof  fourscore  were  gentlraneo-volunteers 
and  adventurers,  most  of  them  «r  Walter^  reladons ;  which 
number  was  afterwards  increased.  Second,  the  Jason  of 
London,  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  twenty-five 
pieces  of  ordnance ;  captain  John  Pennington  vice-admiral, 
fourscore  men,  one  gentleman,  and  no  more.  Third,  the 
Encounter,  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons,  seventeen  pieces  of 

<■  Hovel'*  Familiar  Lpnen,  HAIi  loiy  of  King  Jaino,  p.  lo. 

edit.  1678.  Tol.  1.  p-371.  ^  Howel'i  Leitert,  n>l.  i.  p.  5. 
■  ObaenatioDa  oaSandcnon'iHi*- 
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ordnance;  Edward  Hastings  capUun;  (no  men  more,  ex- 
cept the  master,  mentioned ;)  but  he  dying  in  the  Indies, 
was  succeeded  in  the  command  by  captain  Whitney. 
Fourth,  the  Thunder,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  twenty 
pieces  of  ordnance ;  sir  Warham  Sentleger  captain;  six 
gentlemen,  sixty  soldiers,  ten  landmen.  Fifth,  the  Flying 
Joan,  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  fourteen  pieces  of  ord- 
nance; John  Chidley  captain;  twenty-five  men.  Sixth, 
the  Southampton,  eighty  tons,  six  pieces  of  ordnance; 
John  Bay  ley  captain;  twenty-five  mariners,  two  gentlemen. 
Seventh,  the  Page,  a  pinnace,  twenty-five  tons,  three  rab- 
nets  of  brass;  James  Barker  captain;  eight  sailors^.  But 
before  Ralegh  left  the  coast  of  England  he  was  joined  by 
as  many  ships  more,  so  that  his  whole  fleet  consisted  of 
thirteen  sail,  besides  his  own  shipi".  And  thou^  we  can- 
not be  so  particular  in  the  remaining  part,  we  may  yet  learn 
thus  much  of  it,  that  one  ship,  named  the  Converdne,  was 
commanded  by  captain  Eeymis";  another,  called  the  Con- 
fidence, was  under  the  charge  of  captain  Woolaston ;  there 
was  a  shallop,  named  the  Flying  Hart,  under  sir  John 
Feme ;  two  flyboats,  under  captain  Samuel  King  and  cap- 
tain Robert  Smith;  and  a  carvel,  with  perhaps  another 
named  the  Chudley,  besides<>. 

With  the  former  part  of  the  fleet  Ralegh  set  sail  from 
the  Thames  on  the  28th  of  March  aforesaid  P,  which  was  in 
the  year  1617,  and  was  soon  after  ready  to  proceed  at  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  when  several  little  accidents  fell  out  to  re- 
tard his  progress;  for  he  stayed  there  some  days  for  sir 
Warham  Sentleger,  whose  ship,  the  Thunder,  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  her  master,  was  at  lee  in  the  Thames :  also  after 
Ralegh  was  got  to  Plymouth,  captain  Pennington  was  not 


'  A  View  and  Survey  of  siirb  ships 
as  were  in  the  river  of  Thames  ready 
to  go  to  sea,  under  the  command  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh;  and  of  their 
names,  tonnage,  and  number  of  men. 
Taken  by  certain  gentlemen  appoint- 
ed thereto  by  the  right  honourable 
Charles  earl  of  Nottingham,  &c.  At 
the  end  of  a  scarce  pamphlet  entitled. 


News  of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  &c.  Sent 
from  a  gentleman  of  his  fleet  to  a 
friend  in  Loudon,  &c.  4to.  t6iS. 

"■  Bowel's  Letters,  as  before. 

"  Idem,  p.  6. 

*»  See  sir  Walter  Ralegli's  Apology, 
8vo.  1650.  p.  22,  26,  24. 

p  Camden's  Annals  of  King  James. 
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come  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  when  he  did  arrive,  was 
forced  to  ride  back  to  London  to  engage  the  lady  Ralegh 
to  pass  her  word  for  the  money  which  was  to  redeem  the 
bread  for  his  ship,  amoundng  to  thirty  pounds,  without 
which  he  could  not  have  gone  forward ;  nor  could  sir  John 
Feme  proceed  till  Ralegh  had  supplied  him  with  a  hun- 
dred pounds  by  his  cousin  Herbert,  and  procured  him  an- 
other hundred  pounds  of  his  friend  Dr.  Sutcliffe,  dean  of 
Exeter,  having  furnished  himself  with  a  third  hundred  be- 
fore he  came  from  Wales.  Ralegh  tarried  also  for  captain 
Whitney,  who  had  a  third  part  of  his  victuals  to  provide ; 
and  to  assist  him,  Ralegh  generously  sold  his  plate  at  Ply- 
mouth; notwithstanding  which,  and  Ralegh^s  having  given 
him  more  countenance  than  any  other  of  his  officers,  Whit- 
ney ran  away  from  him  at  the  Granadoes,  and  drew  cap- 
tiun  Woolaston  with  his  ship  after  him :  Ralegh  had  fur- 
ther the  patience  to  wait  ten  or  twelve  days  for  captain 
Bayley,  which  he  afterwards  ungratefully  requited  by  de- 
serting also  the  fleet  at  the  Canaries,  for  no  apparent  rea- 
son but  Ralegh^s  refu^ng  him  a  French  shallop  he  took  in 
the  bay  of  Portugal ;  and  yet  after  Ralegh  had  bought  her 
for  fifty  crowns,  that  the  French  might  have  no  cause  of 
complunt,  Bayley  might  have  had  her,  if  he  had  desired 
itq. 

For  these  reasons  he  was  forced  to  linger  some  months  at 
Plymouth,  losing  thereby  a  fair  wind,  and  indeed  the  sea^ 
son  of  the  year.  The  mean  while  he  published,  in  May  fol- 
lowing, such  orders  throughout  his  fleet  as  gained  him  great 
applause,  for  the  regularity  and  instruction  they  established 
therein.  A  gentleman  of  his  company,  in  a  tract  he  wrote 
of  this  voyage,  having  expressed  "  how  many  ways  rir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh  was  moved  to  enterprises  of  this  nature  more 
than  any  other  Englishman  whatsoever ;  by  his  wisdom 
and  learning,  variety  of  conference,  and  experience  of 
places  he  had  formerly  held ;  also  how  much  greater  his 
"  noble  ends  have  been  than  any  man's  whatsoever  of  our 

«»  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  7,  8,  9. 
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<<  nation  who  had  attempted  the  like  courses  ;^  he  ptooeedfl 
<^  to  the  particular  government  of  his  fleet ;  which  though 
^  others,^  says  he,  '^  have  in  some  measure  observed,  yet  in 
^^  all  the  great  volumes  which  have  been  written^  touching 
^^  voyages,  there  is  no  precedent  of  so  godly,  severe,  and 
^<  martial  government ;  fit  to  be  engraved  in  every  man'^s 
^^  soul  that  covets  to  do  honour  to  his  king  and  country  in 
*^  the  like  attempts:^  then  exhibits  ^^  a  copy  of  the  said 
^<  laws,  articles,  and  commandments,  which  we  at  this  pre- 
^*  sent,^  says  he,  <*  observe ;'"  and  of  which  it  noay  not  there- 
fbre  be  unacceptable  hereunder  to  present  the  heads'^. 


r  Bearing  this  title,  Orders  to  be 
observed  by  the  commanders  of  the 
fleet,  and  land  companies,  under  the 
charge  and  conduct  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, knight,  bound  for  the  south 
parts  of  America  or  elsewhere.  Given 
at  Plymouth  in  Devon,  3d  May  161 7. 
They  first  enjoin.  That  divine  service 
•hould  be  read  morning  and  evening, 
or,  if  interrupted  by  foul  weather, 
once  a  day.  That  all  swearing  and 
blasphemy  shall,  after  admonition, 
be  fined,  lliat  no  man  refuse  obey- 
ing his  officer  in  all  things  command- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  journey,  or 
refuse  to  wait  bis  turn  as  directed, 
the  sailors  by  the  master  and  boat- 
swain, the  landmen  by  their  cap- 
tuns,  lieutenants,  and  others.  Two 
captains  of  the  watch  in  every  ship 
to  choose  two  soldiers  every  night  to 
search  between  decks,  that  no  fire  nor 
candlelight  be  carried  about  after  the 
watch  set,  nor  burning  in  any  cabin 
without  a  lantern  :  tobacco  forbid- 
den all  men  but  upon  the  upper  deck. 
Landmen  to  learn  the  names  and 
places  of  the  ropes,  to  assist  the 
sailors  upon  deck.  Sailors  to  be 
trained  as  they  do  landmen,  so  that 
all  may  be  esteemed  sailors  or  sol- 
diers, as  there  is  occasion :  not  to 
chase  or  board  any  ship  without  or- 
der of  the  general.  To  take  nothing 
from  any  in  league  with  his  majesty ; 
bat,  in  extremity,  to  agree  for  the 
price.  Every  night  to  fall  astern  the 
general's  ship,  and  follow  his  light, 
and  receive  instructions  of  the  course 
to  be  held,  every  morning.  If  sepa- 
rated by  storms,  to  open  their  sesJed 


billets,  first  on  tfaia  side  tiie  North 
Cape  if  needful;  secondly,  mt  the 
South  Cape;  third,  afker  t««aty- 
three  degrees;  and  fourth, irom  tlie 
height  of  Cape  de  Vert.  Upon  dis- 
covering any  sail  at  aemy  eitfaer  lo 
windward  or  leeward  of  the  admiral 
which  he  cannot  discern,  if  ahe  be 
large  and  single,  to  strike  main  iap- 
sail  and  hoist  it  again  so  often  as 
they  judge  it  to  be  100  tona  harden ; 
as,  if  200,  to  strike  and  hoist  twice, 
&c.  Upon  discovering  m  small  ship, 
to  do  the  like  with  fbre-topaail ;  hot 
if  many  great  ships  appear,  both  to 
strike  the  main-topsail  often,  and 
hang  out  the  ensign  in  the  mainlop. 
If  they  go  large  before  urind,  to  stand 
as  they  do,  till  it  may  be  judged  the 
admiral  had  seen  the  said  aigna  and 
standing.  But  if  you  went  large  at 
the  discovery,  to  hsJe  the  sheets  after 
a  while,  then  go  large  again:  ao  if 
they  have  their  tacks  aboard,  and  yoa 
yours  aboard  at  the  discoviery,  bear 
up  a  litUe,  and  hale  your  sheet  off 
again,  to  shew  us  what  coarse  they 
hold.  If  3rou  discover  a  sail  by  night 
to  windward  of  you,  and  you  wind- 
ward of  the  admiral,  bear  up  to  ac- 
quaint us :  if  you  tiiink  yoa  might 
speak  with  her,  keep  aloof,  and  fire 
a  piece  to  give  us  knowledge.  None 
to  fire  any  ordnance  but  in  disoover- 
ing  a  sail  by  night,  in  danger  of 
enemies,  fire,  or  sinking.  If  yoa 
fire  by  da^,  we  shall  know  it  is  to 
make  a  ship  strike,  if  by  night,  we 
shall  know  you  see  more  sail  than 
^our  own ;  if  you  think  we  hear  not, 
m  a  quarter  of  an  hour  fire  again. 
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It  was  the  end  of  June  or  the  be^mng  of  July  before  Seu  out  for 
all  his  company  joined  him,  and  he  sailed  from  Plymouth :    *"*°^ 
then  being  encountered  with  a  violent  storm  some  eight 
leagues  to  the  west  of  Scilly,  in  which  captain  Chidley^s 


If  yoQ  are  in  present  danger  by  a 
leak,  shoot  two  pieces  soon  after  one 
anotfier;   if  by  fire,  three  in  like 
manner.    In  fool  weather  every  ship 
to  fit  her  sails  to  keep  company  with 
the  rest,  and  not  to  ron  so  far  ahead 
by  day  but  it  may  fall  astern  the  ad- 
miral at  night.    If  attacked  by  sea, 
the  captain  to  appoint  sufficient  as- 
sistance to  the  gunner,  and,  if  need- 
ful, the  cabins  between  deck  to  be 
taken  down ;  all  beds  and  sacks  em- 
ployed for  bulwarks.     Musketeers  of 
erery  ship  to  be  divided  under  cap- 
tains for  the  forecastle,  the  waist,  and 
tlie   poop.    Gunners   not    to   shoot 
great  ordnance  at  other  distance  than 
pointblank :  officers  to  see  no  loose 
powder   be    carried  between   decks 
near  linstock,  or  match    in  hand. 
Hogsheads  sawed  in  two,  filled  witti 
water  ready  on  the  decks,  and  wet 
blankets,  against  fire.   Carpenters  to 
be  divided,  in  the  hold  and  between 
decks,  with  leaden  plates,  plugs,  &c. 
at  hand.    Proper  numbers  of  sailors 
to  be  appointed  to  every  sail  under 
proper    commanders  :    so    that    all 
knowing    their  charge  and  places, 
may  do  their  duty  without  confusion 
or  noise,  none  being  to  speak  but  the 
officers.     No  man  to  board  a  ship  of 
the  enemy   without  order.     Every 
ship  under  lee  of  the  enemy  must 
labour  to  recover  the  wind,  if  the  ad- 
miral endeavour  it;  or  if  the  enemy 
be  to  leeward,  the  whole  fleet  to  fol- 
low the  admiral  or  other  leading  ship 
within  mnsket  shot  of  the  enemy, 
giving  so  much  liberty  to  the  leading 
ship  after  her  broadside  delivered  and 
her  sail  trimmed ;  then .  the  second 
ship  to  give  her  side;  so  the  third 
and  fourth,  all  taking  as  the  first,  and 
giving   the    enemy  the  other  aide, 
shall  keep  him  under  a  perpetual  vol- 
ley :  and  thus  to  the  windermost  ship 
of  the  enemy,  till  it  be  battered  to 
pieces,  or  forced  up  to  entangle  the 
rest.    If  the  admiral  chase,  and   is 
headmost,  the  next  ship  to  take  up 
his  boat,  unless  otherwise  ordered; 


the  like  to  be  done  by  those  that  fol- 
low other  chasing  ships.  The  divided 
musketeers  not  to  ddiver  their  shot 
but  at  snch  distances  as  their  com- 
mander directs.     Ships  to  be  kept 
clean  between  decks.    Ordnance  not 
cloyed  Mritb  trunks  and  chesta.    Pro- 
visions to  be  delivered'to  the  steward. 
Apparel  to  be  in  cloak-bags,  except 
some  few  chests  that  will  not  pester 
tiie    ships.     Firearms    to   be    kept 
clean;  If  out  of  order,  the  officer  to 
order  the  armourer  to  amend  them. 
No  feasting   or  drinking   between 
meals;  or  drinking  healths  on  the 
ship's  provinon.     Every  captain,  by 
his  purser  or  other  officer,  to  take 
weekly  accounts  of  the  victuals.    No 
candles  to  be  delivered  by  the  steward 
to  any  private  man  or  private  use. 
Whoever  steals  apparel,  victuals,  &c  to 
be  punished  as  a  thief  and  murderer. 
No  man  to  strike  any  officer  on  pain  of 
death :  private  men  striking  one  an- 
other to  be  punished  by  court  mar- 
tial.   Players  at  cards  or  dice  for 
apparel,  arms,  &c.  to  be  disarmed, 
and  made  swabbers.    Cowards  upon 
any  landing  or  otherwise,  to  be  dis- 
armed, and  made  labourers,  to  carry 
victuals  for  the  rest.    None  to  land 
in  foreign  parts  without  order  from 
some  chief  commander;   and  where 
they    land,    none    to    force   either 
Cliristian  or  heathen  women,  on  pain 
of  death.    When  landed  in  the  In- 
dies, not  to  eat  fruits  unknown,  and 
such  not  eaten  by  birds  on  the  tree, 
or  beasts  under  it.    Not  to  sleep  oo 
the  ground,  or  eat  new  flesh  till  salt- 
ed two  or  tiiree  hours.    To  swim  in 
no  rivers  but  where  the  Indians  do, 
and  to  use  them  witii  courtesy.  Other 
orders  on  the  land  to  be  established 
by  general  consent  when  they  should 
arrive  there.    A  flag  on  the  mizen 
shnmds  of  the  admiral  was  to  be  tbi 
signal  for  sommoning  the  officers  to 
conndl.    See  a  tract,  called  News  of 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Ac.  4to.  1618; 
from  p.  19.  to  a8. 
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pinnace   was  sunk,  and  captain  Ejng  driyen  into 
Ralegh  held  it,  from  experience  as  well  as  reason,  the  office 
of  a  commander  of  many  ships,  and  those  of  different  sul- 
ings  and  conditions,  rather  to  take  a  port,  and  keep  his  fleet 
together,  than  to  endanger  the  loss  of  his  masts  and  rigging, 
or  the  advantage  which  enemies  might  take,  or  the  I068  of 
more  time  in  attending  another  rendezvous,  by  the  danger 
of  a  separation.     Therefore  he  put  into  Ireland,  and  was 
obliged  to  stay  seven  weeks  there :  so  that  the  winds  only 
were  to  be  accused  now  (as  he  observes)  for  th^  delay. 
And  here,  though  by  his  credit  he  procured  fifty  oxen, 
which  he  distributed  among  his  fleet,  some  of  the  crew 
spared  not,  at  his  return,  to  defame  him  with  having  taken 
care  to  revictual  himself  and  none  of  the  rest.    On  the  I9th 
of  August  he  set  forward  from  Cork". 
ArriTct  It        When  he  arrived  at  the  isle  of  Lancerota,  on  the  6th  of 
September,  Ralegh  sent  a  request  to  the  governor,  that  he 
might  be  admitted  to  treat  for  some  proviaons:   the  go- 
vemor  sent  back  word,  that  he  would  confer  with  Ral^h 
himself,  if  he  would  come  attended  but  by  one  gentleman, 
and  armed  only  with  their  rapiers.     Ralegh  taking  with 
him  lieutenant  Bradshaw,  met  the  governor,  who  agreed, 
that  if  he  would  send  up  an  English  factor,  whose  ship  then 
rode  in  the  road,  whatever  the  island  aflFbrded  should  be  de- 
livered at  a  reasonable  rate.     Ralegh  sent  the  factor,  but 
the  governor  procrastinated,  and  at  last  sent  word,  that  un- 
less he  would  embark  his  men  which  lay  on  the  seashore, 
the  islanders  were  so  jealous,  they  durst  not  divide  from  one 
another  to  supply  him.     Ralegh  complied,  but  when  half 
his  men  were  got  aboard,  the  islanders  b^an  to  offer  vio- 
lence upon  the  rest.     They  slew  one,  and  sent  the  factor  to 
tell  Ralegh  they  would  part  with  nothing  to  him,  for  that 
they  believed  his  company  to  be  the  Turkish  fleet  which 
had  lately  destroyed  Puerto  Sancto.     The  English  here- 
upon would  have  gone  and  helped  themselves,  but  Ralegh 
considering  what  displeasure  it  might  give  at  home,  how 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Journal  of  his  (last)  voyage  to  Guiana,  the  origi- 
nal manuscript,  fol.  i. 
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the  merchants  might  suffer,  and  the  poor  English  factor  be 
ruined,  complained  to  the  governor  of  the  Grand  Canaries, 
of  whom  he  also  desired  leave  to  take  water  undisturbed ; 
but  instead  of  answer,  when  he  landed  some  hundred  m^i 
in  the  desert  part  of  the  island  where  they  found  fresh 
water,  there  ambush  was  laid,  by  which  one  of  his  men  was 
wounded  to  death,  and  more  had  been  slain,  had  not  cap- 
tain  Thomhurst  and  lieutenant  Hayman,  two  valiant  gen- 
Uemen,  seconded  by  sir  Warham  Sentleger  and  young  ci^ 
lain  Ralegh,  with  half  a  dozen  more,  made  forty  of  them 
run  away.  -  From  this  unavoidable  fray,  Bayley  found  pre- 
tence to  turn  tail,  and  go  home  agiun. 

In  want  of  water  they  sailed  to  Gromera,  one  of  theAtGomen. 
strongest  and  best  defended  of  all  these  islands,  and  the 
best  port.  The  Spaniards,  being  seated  upon  the  very  wadi 
of  the  sea,  roughly  saluted  the  fleet  at  its  first  entrance  with 
their  cannon,  and  the  English  returned  their  salutation. 
But  as  soon  as  Ralegh  recovered  the  harbour,  and  com- 
manded there  should  be  no  more  firing,  he  sent  a  Spaniard 
he  had  with  him  ashore,  to  assure  the  governor  he  had  no 
intention  to  make  war  with  any  of  the  Spanish  king^s  sub- 
jects ;  and  if  any  harm  had  been  done  by  his  great  ord- 
nance to  the  town,  it  was  their  fault,  who,  by  shooting  first, 
gave  the  occasion.  The  governor  answered,  he  thought 
they  had  been  the  Turkish  fleet  aforesaid;  but  having  been 
certified  they  were  Christians  and  Englishmen,  and  sought 
nothing  but  water,  he  was  willing  to  let  them  take  what 
they  pleased,  if  he  might  be  assured  they  would  make  no 
attempt  upon  the  town-houses,  or  their  gardens  and  fruits. 
Ralegh  replied,  that  he  would  give  him  hb  faith,  and  the 
word  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  his  sovereign,  that  if  the 
people  of  the  town  or  island  should  lose  so  much  as  an 
orange  or  a  grape  by  any  one  of  his  men  without  paying 
for  it,  he  would  hang  him  up  in  the  market-place.  And 
Ralegh  kept  his  men  in  such  good  discipline,  that  the  go» 
vemor  in  divers  letters  (for  he  wrote  to  him  every  day)  ac« 
knowledged  how  punctually  Ralegh  kept  his  feith  witfi 
him,  in  regard  to  the  inoffensive  behaviour  of  his  company ;. 
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and  also  how  much  himsdf  was  bidden  to  him  for  nis  par- 
ticular civilities.     For  his  countess,  who  was  of  Elngliah  ex- 
tract, being  a  Stafford  by  the  mother^s  side,  and  of  the 
house  of  Hcnme  by  the  father,  having  sent  Ralqrfa  aome 
presents  of  fruit,  sugar,  and  rusk,  he  returned  others  of 
greater  value*.      The  earl  moreover  gave  him  at  his  de- 
parture, on  the  21st  of  September,  a  letter  to  don  Diego 
Sarmiento,  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  England,  testifying 
how  honourably  Ralegh  had  comported  himself  to  the  Mo- 
riscos  in  these  Canary  islands  during  the  fourteen  days 
that  he  was  among  them.     Before  he  set  sail,  he  diadiarged 
a  bark  of  the  Grand  Canaries,  taken  by  one  of  his  pinnaces, 
coming  from  Cape  Blanc  in  Africa;  who  complaining  that 
his  men  had  eaten  of  their  fish  to  the  value  c^  ax  ducats, 
Ralegh  gave  them  eight. 

After  having  weathered  through  a  violent  hurricane  and 
some  vast  showers  of  rain,  besides  dangers  no  less  fearful 
within,  sickness  now  beginning  to  visit  his  ship^,  he  ar- 
AtBrmfo.  rived  on  the  Sd  of  October  at  the  isle  of  Bravo;  and  hoe 
also  underwent  great  hazards  and  hardships ;  besides  the 
sickness  daily  spreading  among  his  men.  For  whereas  all 
those  who  navigated  even  between  Cape  de  Vert  and  Ame- 
rica, were  wont  to  pass  between  fifteen  and  twenty  days  at 
most,  he  found  the  wind  so  contrary  to  him,  and  indeed  to 
nature,  so  many  storms  and  showers,  that  he  spent  near  six 
weeks  in  the  passage  from  hence ;  by  reason  whereof,  and 
the  burning  heat  of  the  climate,  he  was  in  great  distress 
for  water.  Here  losing  anchors,  cables,  and  water-cask, 
besides  two  more  of  his  company^,  he  was  driv^i,  after  two 
days,  by  a  kind  of  tornado,  from  this  island ;  which,  as  well 


*  Though  the  presents  Ralegh  re- 
turned to  this  governor's  lady  are  not 
mentioned  in  his  Apology,  whence  his 
progress  hitherto  is  chiefly  extracted, 
I  find,  in  his  own  Journal  aforesaid 
of  this  Toyage,  that  they  consisted  of 
an  extract  of  amber,  ambergris,  a  fine 
cut-work  ruff,  a  rery  excellent  pic- 
tare  of  Mary  Magdalen,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  rosewater,  which  wns  of 
great  value  and  esteem  in  these  parts. 


"  Whereof  there  died  his  provout- 
marshal,  W.  Steed,  on  the  a  ist  of  Sep- 
tember; hismaster-8urgeon,Newliany 
on  the  29th ;  and  on  tiie  last  day  of 
this  month  died  his  son's  sei^geant» 
Holcroft  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Jour* 
nal  of  his  last  voyage  to  Guiana, 

""  Lieutenant  Allen,  who  died  the 
2d  of  October,  and  the  cape  merchant 
Keymis,  who  died  the  day  following. 
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as  the  others  he  touched  at,  before  mentioned,  he  has  well 
described  in  his  Journal  of  this  unfortunate  voyage.  After 
his  return  home,  detraction  did  not  spare  to  give  out,  that 
he  went  to  Cape  de  Vert  knowing  it  to  be  infected,  and 
thereby  lost  many  of  his  men ;  whereas  he  was  a  hundred 
and  sixty  leagues  from  that  cape,  according  to  his  own  ac- 
coimt  in  his  Apology;  and  had  threescore  men  ill  in  his 
own  ship  before  he  came  to  Bravo,  as  we  find  it  in  his  Jour- 
nal ;  though  if  he  had  gone  to  that  cape  now,  after  the 
rains  whic^  had  fallen,  there  had  been  little  danger  of  any 
such  infection.  All  places  that  lie  near  great  rivers,  in  low 
and  moorish  grounds,  do  indeed,  as  he  rightly  observes, 
subject  their  inhabitants  to  fevers  and  agues,  as  even  along 
both  sides  of  our  own  river  Thames ;  and  other  infection  is 
not  found  either  in  the  Indies  or  in  Africa,  except  when 
the  easterly  wind  or  breezes  are  excluded  and  kept  off  by 
some  high  mountains  fit>m  the  valleys,  whereby  the  ur 
wanting  motion,  stagnates,  and  becomes  exceedingly  un- 
healthful,  as  at  Nombre  de  Dios,  and  some  other  places. 
'^  But,^  says  he,  ^^  as  good  success  admits  of  no  examination, 
"  so  the  contrary  allows  of  no  excusey.*" 

Hence  they  proceeded,  on  the  fourth  of  October,  towards 
Guiana.  But  the  sickness  revisited  and  destroyed  many  of 
those  whom  the  storms  spared,  carrying  off  numbers  of  his 
ablest  men  both  for  sea  and  land,  no  less  than  forty-two  of 
his  own  ship  ending  their  voyage  with  their  lives  ^,  mostly 
in  this  month,  at  least  before  they  reached  the  coast^. 
About  the  twelfth  of  the  same  month,  when  their  sickness 
began  to  be  at  the  height,  and  they  at  the  greatest  distance 


y  Raleffb*8  Apology,  p.  iS,  19. 

'  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  his 
wife  from  Caliana,  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, in  his  Remains,  the  last 
edit.  p.  166. 

*  Mr.  John  Howard,  ensign  to 
captain  North,  died  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber. Also  Mr.  Fowler,  sir  Walter's 
principal  refiner.  His  servant  Crab 
died  the  8th ;  and  all  his  other  ser- 
vants were  so  ill,  he  had  not  any  but 
his  pages  to  attend  00  him.  Captain 
John    Piggflt,  Ralegh's  lieutenant- 


general  by  land,  died  the  13th ;  also 
<*  Mr.  John  Talbot,  who  had  lived," 
says  Ralegh,  **  with  me  eleven  years 
<*  in  the  Tower ;  an  excellent  gene- 
'*  ral  scholar,  and  a  faithful  true  man 
<«  as  lived."  Then  also  died  Mr. 
Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Mordant ;  besides 
his  own  cook,  Francis.  Captain  Jen- 
nings died  the  i6th,  and  his  cousin, 
lieutenant  Peyton,  the  iSth  of  the 
same  mon^ ;  besides  many  others  of 
less  note.    Ralegh's  Jonmal^  &c. 
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from  any  shore,  they  were  many  other  ways  also  distrened; 
for  when  they  began  to  be  in  scarcity  of  water,  they  were 
also  becalmed;  yet  ever  threatened  with  extremity  of  tem- 
pestuous weather,  from  the  strange  and  unusual  alterations 
in  the  atmosphere.     One  while  the  horizon  muffled  as  it 
were  in  such  thick  and  fearful  darkness,  that  they  were 
forced  to  steer  a  day  or  two  by  candlelight.  At  other  times, 
arched  and  overshot  with  gloomy  discoloratipns  ;    so  that 
watery  rainbows  were  continually  invading  their  eyes,  or 
heavy  showers  their  bodies,  and  dead  calms  retarding  their 
ships.     Afterwards  at  Trinidad,  Ralegh  observed,  besides 
two  watergalls,  no  less  than  fifteen  rainbows  in  one  day, 
and  one  of  them  bent  as  it  were  both  ends  together,  making 
a  perfect  circle;   and  these  were  ever  followed   with   wet 
weather ;  for,  as  he  also  noted,  especially  of  the  morning 
rainbow,  it  did  not  here  produce  a  fair  day,  as  in  England  ^. 
But  one  good  effect  ensued,  that  when  their  water  was  so 
scarce,  near  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  that  the  ship^s 
crew  was  reduced  to  half  allowance,  they  saved  some  hogs- 
heads, which  fell  from  the  clouds,  and  all  quenched  their 
thirst  with  great  cans  of  this  bitter  draught,  as  Ralq;h  de- 
scril)es  that  rain-water  to  have  been..    On  the  last  day  of 
this  month,  as  he  was  raised  abruptly  out  of  his  bed  in  a 
sweat,  by  the  noise  which  a  sudden  great  gust  had  occa- 
sioned in  his  ship,  he  got  a  cold,  which  turned  to  a  burn- 
ing fever,  and  cast  him  down  for  twenty  days  together;  in 
which  time  he  received  no  other  sustenance  than  a  few 
stewed  prunes,  but  drink,  every  hour,  both  day  and  night; 
and  sweated  so  excessively,  that  he  was  forced  to  shift  three 
times  every  day,  and  as  often  at  night  c.     At  last  the  vio- 
lence of  his  disease  was  abated,  by  the  oranges  and  other 
fruits  he  had  received  at  Gromera  of  the  govemor^s  lady  ; 
which  he  had  carefully  preserved  in  sand  to  his  great  re- 
freshment; and  without  which,  as  he  owns  himself,  he  could 
not  have  lived ^'r  but  it  was  double  the  time  before  he  could 

^  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Journal  as         *  Ralegh's  letter  in  his  Remains,  as 
before.  aforesaid,  p.  167. 

'  Idem. 
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recover  in  any   tolerable  d^ree  from   this  sharp  visita- 
tion. 

In  this  slow  and  sickly  manner  they  arrived  at  last,  on  At  Wis- 
the  11th  of  November,  at  the  north  cape  of  Wiapoco.  And  P^**®* 
here  Ralegh  sent  for  his  old  servant  Leonard,  the  Indian, 
who  had  been  in  England  three  or  four  years  with  him ; 
but  he  was  removed  so  far  up  in  the  country,  there  was  no 
pursuing  him  ^.  Therefore  he  stood  away  for  Caliana,  which 
is  in  five  degrees,  on  the  coast  of  Guiana,  at  the  first  disco- 
very called  Port  Howard  ^,  where  the  cacique  was  also  his 
servant,  and  had  lived  with  him  in  the  Tower  of  London 
two  years.  There  he  arrived  in  a  day  or  two,  having  At  Caiiaiia. 
passed  the  island  noted  for  its  multitude  of  birds  and  silk- 
bearing  trees,  and  from  thence  sent  for  his  servant  Harry, 
the  Indian,  who,  with  other  caciques,  came  and  brought 
him  great  store  of  cassavi  bread  and  roasted  mullets,  with 
plantains,  pinas,  pbtachios,  &c.  But  Ralegh  ventured  not 
to  eat  of  the  pinas,  which  tempted  him  exceedingly,  till  after 
a  day  or  two^s  luring  on  the  shore  in  a  tent  which  was  there 
pitched  for  him;  then  he  also  eat  some  armadillo  and  a 
little  pork,  and  began  to  gather  strength.  Here  also  he 
landed  his  sick  men,  and  recovered  many ;  and  here  he 
buried  captain  Ixiward  Hastings,  (the  lord  Huntington^s 
brother,)  who  died  ten  days  or  more  before,  and  with  him 
his  sergeant-major,  Hart,  and  capt^n  Henry  Snedale; 
the  charge  of  whose  ship  Ralegh  gave  to  his  servant  captain 
Robert  Smith,  of  Cornwall  s.  Here  he  also  set  up  his 
barges  and  shallops  which  they  brought  from  England,  in 
quarters,  cleansed  his  ships,  trimmed  up  hb  casks,  and  sup- 
plied them  with  water ;  fixed  up  a  forge,  and  made  such 
iron  works  as  they  wanted.  Thus  on  that  shore  and  this 
river  they  employed  and  refreshed  themselves  for  about 
three  weeks;  during  which  time  Ralegh  was  very  much 
caressed  by  the  Indians  of  his  old  acquaintance  aforesaid, 
and  the  other  natives  of  this  place,  who  cherished  him  daily 

*  Ralegh's  JoonuU.  *  Sir  Walter    Ralegh's   Journal, 

^  Ralegh's  Apology  for  his  Voyage     and  his  Apology,  p.  a  a. 
to  Ginana,  p.ai. 
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with  the  best  provisions  that  the  country  yielded,  and  oflered 
Offered  to    him  all  kind  of  obedience,  even  to  the  making  him  their  so- 
be  mack     yereign  prince  and  ruler,  if  he  would  abide  and  settle  among 
tbcM  parts,  them  ;  so  fresh  continued  his  memory,  and  such  unanimous 
impressions  of  homage  and  respect  had  his  former  behaviour 
still  left  upon  them ;    which  offer  he  mentions   with    the 
greatest  modesty  and  indifference  in  the  despatch  he  now 
sent  to  England.     For  in  this  interval,  captain  Peter  AUcj, 
one  of  his  company,  who  was  much  troubled  with  a  v^tigi- 
nous  disorder  in  his  head,  having  got  leave  to  return  home, 
and  the  opportunity  of  a  Dutch  vessel  which  lay  there^  Ra- 
legh, among  other  letters,  sent  one  by  him  to  his  lady,  dated 
from  Caliana  the  14th  of  November.     "  Herein,***  says  he, 
^^  I  cannot  write  to  you  but  with  a  weak  hand,  for  I  have 
'*  suffered  the  most  violent  calenture  for  fifteen  days  that 
^*  ever  man  did,  and  lived  ;  but  God,  that  gave  me  a  strong 
^*  heart  in  all  my  adversities,  has  also  now  strengthened  me 
*^  in  the  hell-fire  of  heat.     We  have  had  two  most  grievous 
**  sicknesses  in  our  ship,  of  which  forty-two  have  died,  and 
^  there  are  yet  many  sick ;  but  having  recovered  the  land 
*^*of  Guiana  this  12th  of  November,  I  hope  we  shall  re- 
*♦  cover  them.    We  are  yet  two  hundred  men,  and  the  rest  of 
our  fleet  are  reasonably  strong,  strong  enough,  I  hope,  to 
perform  what  we  have  undertaken,  if  the  diligent  care  at 
"  London  to  make  our  strength  known  to  the  Spanish  king  by 
**  his  ambassador,  has  not  taught  the  Spanish  king  to  fortify 
'^  all  the  entrances  against  us.     Howsoever,  we  must  make 
**  the  adventure,  and  if  we  perish,  it  shall  be  no  honour  for 
**  England,  nor  gain  for  his  majesty,  to  lose,  among  many 
**  others,  an  hundred  as  valiant  gentlemen  as  England  hath 
"  in  it."     Then  having  spoken  of  Bay  ley's  running  away 
from  him,  the  unnatural  weather  they  had  laboured  through, 
and  their  tedious  passage,  with  the  present  of  fruits  which 
had  so  much  relieved  him,  as  is  before  observed,  beades  the 
death  of  some  principal  officers,  and   recommendation  rf 
himself  to  some  friends  in  London,  especially  his  son  Carew, 
he  concludes  thus :  "  To  tell  you  that  I  might  be  here 
king  of  the  Indians,  were  a  vanity ;  but  my  name  hath 
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^'  still  lived  among  them ;  here  they  feed  me  with  fresh 
*'^  meat,  and  all  that  the  country  yields ;  all  offer  to  obey 
^^  me  ^.'*^  At  this  time  also,  a  gentleman  of  his  company 
having  drawn  up  a  discourse  in  praise  of  Guiana,  and  in 
honour  of  this  adventure,  especially  of  the  principal  disco- 
verer Ralegh  himself;  it  being  datad  from  Caliana,  Novem- 
ber the  17th,  sent  it  also  into  England  by  the  same  bearer  > ; 
and  it  was  printed  the  following  year  ^. 

On  the  4th  of  December  they  left  this  river,  and  came 
next  day  to  the  Triangle  Islands  ^ ;  but  were  all  in  danger 
of  leaving  their  bones  upon  the  shoals  before  they  got 
thither.  For  they  were  laid  aground,  especially  Rale^^s 
larger  ship,  for  the  space  of  twenty-four  hours,  or  more ; 
and  had  it  not  been  fair  weather,  would  never  have  got  off^ 
the  coast,  having  not  above  two  fathom  of  water.  Here, 
after  a  few  days,  when  all  the  fleet  was  gathered  together, 
it  being  considered  in  a  general  consultation,  that  Ralegh 
himself,  who  had  grappled  with  the  sickness  for  six  weeks, 
and  was  now  rather  so  much  relapsed  than  recovered,  that 
he  could  not  move  otherwise  than  as  he  was  carried  in  a 
chcur  <",  they  resolved  that  there  was  no  thoughts  of  his  un- 
dertaking the  passage  up  the  Orenoque  in  person.  And 
further,  though  they  could  never  understand  by  Keymis 
who  was  the  first  of  any  nation  that  had  entered  the  main 
mouth  of  that  river,  nor  by  any  of  their  mariners,  who  had 
traded  there  many  years  for  tobacco,  what  certainty  the 


^  Ral6gh*8  Remains,  last  edit  p. 
1 66. 

*  This  captain  Peter  Alley  arrived 
in  England  the  latter  end  of  Janaaiy 
following;  for  Camden,  in  his  An- 
nals of  King  James,  says,  tliat  on 
the  31st  of  the  said  month,  he  sig- 
nified (to  the  state)  that  sir  Walter 
Ralegh  was  very  rickly,  and  that  se- 
veral volunteers  died  of  their  sick- 
ness. 

^  Under  the  title  of.  News  from 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh ;  with  the  tnie  de- 
scription of  Guiana  ;  as  also  a  rela- 
tion of  the  excellent  government, 
and  much  hope  of  the  prosperity  of 
the  voyage.    Sent  from  a  gentleman 


of  his  fleet,  to  a  most  special  friend 
of  his  in  London;  from  the  river 
Caliana,  on  the  coast  of  Guiana,  No- 
vember 17,  i6i7.byR.M.4to.  1618. 
with  a  wooden  cat  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh in  the  title-page,  in  band  and 
collar,  and  black  ( velvet)  doublet  laced 
with  silver,  much  like  that  graved  on 
copper  before  the  old  editions  of  his 
History  of  the  World.  For  this  scarce 
tract,  among  others,  I  have  been 
much  beholden  to  the  courtesy  of  sir 
Hans  Sloane. 

I  Ralegh's  Journal,  &c. 

"  His  letter  to  sir  Ralph  Win- 
wood,  in  his  Remains,  last  edit.  p. 
170. 
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water  was  of ;  yet  having  found  by  expeiience,  that  ships  at 
eleven  foot  water  lay  aground  three  days  in  passiiig  up; 
therefore  there  was  no  attempting  it  with  Ralegh'*8  ship, 
which  being  heavier,  and  charged  with  near  forty  pieces  of 
ordnance,  drew  seventeen  foot.    Nor  would  his  son  with  the 
rest  have  ventured,  with  the  provisions  they  had,  through 
any  other  person^s  assurance  or  resolution  of  staying  to  re- 
lieve them  at  a  place  appointed,  against  the  forces  expected 
to  approach,  but  that  of  his  father  and  their  general  °.    So 
it  was  resolved  by  all,  that  the  five  larger  ships  should  ride 
at  Punta  de  Gallo  in  Trinidad,  under  Ralegh,  to  secure 
their  retreat ;  and  the  five  lesser,  (for  this  was  now  the  whole 
number  of  his  fleet,)  with  five  or  six  foot  companies  of  fifty 
men  each,  should  enter  the  river.     According  to  this  deter- 
Dividet  h'u  mination  the  fleet  was  here  divided ;  that  is  to  say,  captain 
oSn'ie*^  Whitney  in  the  Encounter ;  Woolaston  in  the  Confidence; 
laiaodt.       King  in  the  Supply ;  Smith   in   a  pink ;   and  Hall  in  a 
carvel.      The  companies  had   for  their    leaders,   captain 
Charles  Parker  and  captain  North ;  (brothers  to  the  lord 
Mounteagle  and  the  lord  North  ;)  young  Ralegh ;  captain 
Thomhurst  of  Kent ;  captain  Pennington''s  lieutenant,  who 
seems  to  be  another  Hall ;  and  captain  Chidley^s  lieutenant, 
Prideux.     Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  Ralegh'^s  lieutenant,  who 
had  the  charge  of  these  companies,  feD  sick  at  Caliana,  so 
it  was  confen-ed  on  George  Ralegh,  sir  Walter'^s  nephew, 
who  had  served  with  great  commendation  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries ;  and  captain  Keymis  had  the  chief  charge  for  their 
guidance  and   landing   within   the  river  <>.      But   Eeyrais 
having  laid  down  the  plan  of  his  intended  attempt  upon 
the  mine,  and  undertaken  to  discover  it  with  six  or  eight 
persons  in  sir  John  Feme'^s  shallop,  Ralegh,  upon  consider- 
ation, disliking  that  method  of  procedure,  determined   to 
alter  it,  and  therefore  gave  him  his  instructions  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 
Hitinttruc-     "  Keymis,  Whereas  you  were  resolved,  after  your  arrival 
^ns  to       (( jjj^Q  ^j,e  Oronoque,  to  pass  to  the  mine  with  my  cousin  Her- 

•  See  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  25,  26.  •»  Rnlegh's  Journal,  Ac. 
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^^  bert  and  six  musketeers,  and  to  that  end  desired  to  have 
sir  John  Feme'^s  shallop ;  I  do  not  allow  of  that  course ; 
because  you  cannot  land  so  secretly,  but  that  some  In- 
'^  dians  on  the  river  side  may  discover  you,  who  giving 
^^  knowledge  thereof  to  the  Spaniard,  you  may  be  cut  off 
"  before  you  recover  your  boat.  I  therefore  advise  you  to 
suiTer  the  captains  and  companies  of  the  English  to  pass 
up  westward  of  the  mountain  Aio,  from  whence  you  have 
^^  no  less  than  three  miles  to  the  mine,  and  to  encamp  be- 
tween the  Spanish  town  and  you,  if  there  is  any  town 
near  it ;  that  being  so  secured,  you  may  make  trial  what 
depth  and  breadth  the  mine  holds,  and  whether  or  no  it 
will  answer  our  hopes.  And  if  you  find  it  royal,  and  the 
Spaniards  begin  to  war  upon  you,  then  let  the  sergeant- 
major  repel  them,  if  it  is  in  his  power,  and  drive  them  as 
far  as  he  can  :  but  if  you  find  the  mine  is  not  so  rich  as 
to  persuade  the  holding  of  it,  and  it  requires  a  second 
supply,  then  shall  you  bring  but  a  basket  or  two  to  sa- 
tisfy his  majesty  that  my  design  was  not  imaginary  but 
true,  though  not  answerable  to  his  majesty^s  expectation ; 
for  the  quantity  of  which  I  never  gave  assurance,  nor 
could.  On  the  other  side,  if  you  shall  find  any  great 
^^  number  of  soldiers  are  newly  sent  into  the  Orenoque,'as 
the  cacique  of  Caliana  told  us  there  were,  and  that  the 
passages  are  already  enforced,  so  as  without  manifest 
peril  of  my  son,  yourself,  and  the  other  captains,  you 


it 
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^^  cannot  pass  towards  the  mine  ;  then  be  well  advised  how 
^^  you  land,  for  I  know  (that  a  few  gentlemen  excepted) 


^^  what  a  scum  of  men  you  have,  and  I  would  not  for  all 
^^  the  world  receive  a  blow  from  the  Spaniard  to  the  dis- 
^^  honour  of  the  nation.  I  myself,  for  my  weakness,  cannot 
be  present,  neither  will  the  company  land,  except  I  abide 
by  the  ships,  the  galleons  of  Spain  being  daily  expected. 
Piggot,  the  sergeant-major,  is  dead,  sir  Warham  St.  Leger, 
my  lieutenant,  widiout  hope  of  life,  and  my  nephew, 
George  Ralegh,  your  sergeant-major,  now  but  a  young 
^^  man ;  it  is  therefore  on  your  judgment  that  I  rely,  who, 
^^  I  trust,  God  will  direct  for  the  best.     Let  me  hear  from 


it 
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^^  you  as  soon  as  you  can.  You  shall  find  me  at  Punta  de 
<<  Gallo,  dead  or  alive  ;  and  if  you  find  not  my  ships  there, 
<<  yet  there  you  shall  find  their  ashes;  for  I  will  fire  with 
^^  the  galleons,  if  it  come  to  extremity,  but  run  away  I  will 
**  never  P."*' 

With  these  instructions   those  five  ships    aet   forward, 
parting  from  Ralegh  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  at  the  islands 
aforesaid,  with  a  month'^s  provision,  on  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber <).     But  when  they  found  a  new  Spanbh  town,  called 
St.  Thome,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred   and  forty 
houses,  though  lightly  built,  with  a  chapel,  a  convent  of 
Franciscans,  and  a  garrison  erected  on  the  main  channd  of 
the  Orenoque  %  about  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  place 
where  Antonio  Berreo,  the  governor  taken  by  Ral^^  in  bis 
first  discovery  and  conquest  here,  attempted  to  plant ;  Key- 
mis  and  the  rest  thought  themselves  obliged,  throu^  fear 
of  leaving  the  enemy'^s  garrison   between  them  and  their 
boats,  to  deviate  from  their  instructions,  which  enjoined 
them,  first  to  carry  a  little  party  to  make  trial  of  the  mine, 
under  a  shelter  of  their  own  camp ;  and  then  to  deal  with 
the  Spanish  town  as  it  should  give  cause,  by  permitting  or 
ofiering  to  prevent  them.     So  they  concluded  to  land  in 
one  body,  and  encamp  between  the  mine  and  the  town  * ; 
whereby,  though  themselves  were  something  stronger,  their 
boats  were  subject  to  the  same  exposure,  and  the  mine  left 
untried,  contrary  to  Ralegh'^s  order.  For,  about  three  weeks 
after  their  departure,  landing  by  night,  it  seems,  nearer 
the  town  than  they  suspected,  and  meaning  to  rest  them- 
selves on  the  river  side  till  morning,  they  were  in  the  night- 
time set  upon   by  the  Spanish   troops,  apprised   of  and 
forearmed  for  their  coming,  as  wc  shall  see.     This  charge 
was  so  unexpected,  and  struck  the  common  soldiers  with 
such  amazement  and  confusion,  that  had  not  the  captjuns 
and  some  other  valiant  gentlemen  made  head,  and  animated 


p  Ralcgh*8  Apology,  p.  26.  and  hi»  letter   to   tbo  lord   ilmrvw^ 

1  Sir  Walter  Ralcgirs  Journul.  touching  the  action  at  Guiana ;  priDt«d 

**  Heylin's  Cosmography,  p.  1084.  at  the  end  of  the  said   Apology,  p. 

*   See   Ralegh's   Apology,   p.  29.  64. 
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the  rest,  they  had  all  been  cut  to  peces.  But  the  rest,  by 
their  example,  Boon  rallying,  made  euch  a  vigorous  defence 
against  the  Spaniards,  that  they  drove  them  to  a  retreat,  till, 
in  the  warmth  of  their  pursuit,  the  English  found  them- 
selves at  the  Spanish  town,  before  they  knew  where  they 
were.  Here  the  battle  was  renewed  afresh  upon  them, 
being  assaulted  by  the  governor  himself,  dm  IKego  Pala- 
meca,  and  four  or  five  captains  at  the  head  of  thinr  compa- 
nies ;  against  whom,  captain  Walter  Ralegb,  a  brave  and 
sprightly  young  man,  now  tw«ity-three  years  of  age,  but 
fonder  of  glory  than  safety,  not  tarrying  for  the  muaketeers, 
rushed  foremost,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  jukes,  and 
having  killed  one  of  the  Spanish  captains,  was  himself  shot 
by  another ;  but  presrang  still  forward,  with  his  sword  uptm 
Erinetta,  probably  the  captain  who  had  shot  hio),  this 
Spaniard,  with  the  but-end  of  his  musket,  felled  him  to  the 
ground ;  and  after  these  words ;  "  l-iotd  have  mercy  upon 
"  me,  and  prosper  your  enterprise,'"  young  Rale^  spoke  fwiv  Ba- 
no  more.  Hereupon  John  Flessington,  his  sergeant,  thrust 
the  said  Spanish  captain  through  the  body  with  his  halbert. 
Two  commanders  more  of  the  Spaniards  were  at  the  same 
time  slun,  one  by  John  of  Morocco,  another  of  young  Ra- 
lef^'s  company ;  and  lastly,  the  governor  himself  also  lost 
his  life  in  the  said  engagement ' ;  which  happened,  as  Cam- 
den  reckcms,  the  second  of  January  ".  The  leaders  being 
thus  all  despatched,  and  many  of  their  soldiers,  the  rest 
fled  and  were  dispersed,  some  to  shelter  about  the  market- 

*  Sea  Rilegh's  Apology,  p.  30, 31.  "  Come  aa,  mjr  bnrti,  here  U  tW 

and  his.  letter  to  his  wife,  in  his  Re-  "  mine   Uiat  we  maiil  expect ;  tbey 

miini,  (the  lirt  edition,)  page  178.  "  that  look  for  any  other  mioe  are 

(where  tliere  it  BO  egregioua  error  of  "  lao]a."  AiifRslegh  vuatMmacb 

the  pre»,  vit  I  mhc,  for  I  my,  five  ttrfl,  hazard,  aod  eipenie,  only  to 

of  them  alain  at  dw  entrance  of  the  break  the  peace,  and  itriTe  a  pack  of 

tovD  ;  aaif  Rakgh  had  been  present  poor  Spininrds  out  of  a  worthlew 

at  the  action.)     See  also,  for  yonn;  town.    Nor  dues  it  leem  Kkely,  that 

Ral«^'a  laJ<  wotdi,  captain    Key-  if  young  Ralegh  knew  Ihii  to  be  Ui 

mil's  letter  fn>in  the  Orenoqoe  to  air  father's  secret,  that  he  would  Ihui 

Walter  Ralrgti,  in  hia  Apology,  p.  diiclose  it ;  but  rather,  if  be  did  nt- 

i.l-     It  ia  aaid  id  king  James's  De-  ter  auch  aD  eiprensioD,  tliat  be  sod- 

claratiod,  p.34.  that  young  Ralegh,  denly  inveoted  it  to  glre  hia  men 

likelieat  to  know  hia  falher'i  secret,  bopei  of  booty,  knowitig  that  wouM 

vbeo  be  led  hia  aoldiera  upon  this  beat  eidte  them  to  bravery, 
town  Qaed  tbeae  or  the  like  worda,         •  Annali  of  King  Jamea. 

BALseH,  Lirx.  K  k 
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place,  from  whence  they  killed  and  wounded  the  English  al 
pleasure ;  so  as  they  saw  no  way  left  to  be  safe,  but  by 
st.Tbome  firing  the  town  about  their  ears,  and  driving  them  to  the 
woods  and  mountuns,  whence  they  still  keep  the  English 
waking  with  perpetual  alarms  ^.  Others  were  more  careful 
to  defend  the  passages  to  their  mines^  of  which  they  had 
three  or  four  not  far  distant,  than  they  had  been  to  defend 
the  town  itself  7.  But  for  the  magazine  of  tobacco,  which 
one  writer,  among  other  erroneous  representations  of  this 
▼oyage,  thought  might  countervail  the  charge  of  it,  could  it 
with  some  other  things  have  been  preserved  S  it  seema  oat 
to  have  been  consumed  by  the  English ;  because  Ralegh 
had  enough  thereof  soon  after  to  have  paid  for  the  victual- 
ling of  his  fleet,  if  there  had  been  occasion,  as  himsdf  has 
related  *. 

All  obstructions  seeming  thus  removed,  captain  Keymis 
had  now  a  fair  opportunity  to  make  what  trial  he  pleased 
at  the  mine;  and  that  he  did  attempt  the  discovery  wiH 
appear  by  the  consequence,  as  his  preparations  do  in  the 
letter  he  wrote  to  Ralegh  six  days  after  the  acticm  aforesaid, 
though  it  dune  not  long  after  to  his  hands.  Herein  having 
opened,  in  as  gradual  and  discr^t  a  manner  as  he  could,  how 
gallantly  his  son  fell  in  this  exploit,  and  observed,  **  that 
"  if  his  extraordinary  valour  and  vigour  of  mind  had  not 
*^  led  them  all  on,  it  had  never  been  attempted,  nor  per- 
^*  formed  as  it  was,  to  his  surviving  honour  ;^  having  also 
observed,  that  ^^  four  of  the  best  houses  in  the  town  be- 
longed to  refiners ;  though  he  had  seen  no  coin  or  bul- 
lion, but  only  a  little  plate ;''  he  adds,  "  Now  I  propose, 
God  willing,  to  visit  the  mine,  not  eight  miles  from  the 
town ;  sooner  I  could  not  go,  by  reason  of  the  murmur- 
ings,  the  discords,  and  vexations  wherewith  the  sergeant- 
major  is  perpetually  tormented.'*'  Concluding  with  these 
words :  ^'  I  have  sent  your  lordship  a  parcel  of  scattered 
"  papers,  and  reserve  a  cart-load ;  one  roll  of  tobacco,  one 

«  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  31.  «  Bowel's  Letters,  (fifth  edidoo.) 

f  Ralegh's  Remains,  (last  edition,)     p.  6. 
P- 178*  *  Ralegh's  Remains,  p.  176. 
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tortoise,  with  some  oranges  and  lemons ;  praying  God  to 
give  you  strength  and  health  of  body,  and  a  mind  armed 
against  all  extremities.  I  rest  ever  to  be  commanded, 
this  8th  of  January,  1617,  your  lordship^s,  Keymis*^.'' 
Indeed  Ralegh  had  need  of  those  prayers,  on  his  own 
part,  at  this  time,  not  only  in  his  sickness,  but  even  in  the 
intervals  he  had  of  recovery  t  for  here,  to  give  some  account 
of  him  in  this  time  of  their  separation,  we  may  observe,  that 
he  lay  with  the  five  larger  ships  under  himself,  captain  John 
Pennington,  his  vice-admiral,  one  of  the  most  sufficient  gen- 
tiemen  for  the  sea  that  England  has,  says  he ;  sir  War- 
ham  St.  Leger,  another  valiant  and  worthy  gentleman ;  sir 
John  Feme,  and  captain  Chidley  of  Devon  <:,  mostly  at 
Punta  de  Gallo,  and  other  ports  about  Trinidad,  no  lessAtPonta 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  rest  of  his  fleet,  **"  ^^^' 
making  the  adventure  up  the  Oronoque,  yet  in  daily  ap- 
prehensions of  meeting  with  the  Spanish  armada,  sent  pur- 
posely to  lay  wait  for  and  destroy  him;  which  it  would 
probably  have  done,  after  the  great  sickness  which  had  so 
much  weakened  his  men,  and  under  this  disadvantageous 
division  of  his  ships,  but  that  the  enemy  luckily  waited  for 
him  in  a  wrong  place.  Besides,  it  having  been  falsely  ru- 
moured in  his  fleet,  that  he  brought  out  of  England  twenty- 
two  thousand  broad  pieces  of  gold  with  him,  some  of  his 
crew  traitorously  conspired  to  sail  away,  while  he  was  gone 
ashore  'm  his  barge,  to  take  views  and  make  discoveries  of 
the  country <',  which  he  was  sometimes  wont  to  do,  as  at 
Terra  de  Brea,  or  the  Pitch-land,  as  he  calls  it,  from  the 
bituminous  substance  which  so  remarkably  issues  there,  as 
he  lias  well  described ;  and  when  he  traversed  some  woods 
to  seek  the  trees  that  yield  that  precious  balsam  whereof 
he  got  a  small  quantity,  which  smelt  like  angeUca^;  so  to 
have  left  him  a  prey  to  famine,  wild  beasts,  or  the  no  less 
unmerciful  Spaniards,  by  whom  he  might  have  been  flead 
alive,  as  other  Englishmen,  who  came  but  to  traffic,  had 

>»  fUlegh's  Apology,  p.  3a.  *  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  5. 

<  1Ulegh*8  letter  to  Winwood,  in         •  Rmlegfa's  Joarnftl. 
bis  Remains,  (lail  edit.)  p.  171- 
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fonneriy  been.     Add  to  this  the  many  provdcatuxna  he  le- 
ceived  from  the  Spaniards  who  were  in  any  of  the  ports 
where  his  men  landed,  only  to  exchange  a  few  commodities 
for  tobacco,  or  other  products  of  the  country,  not  only  by 
the  most  opprobrious  language,  but  discharig^ng  sometimes  a 
volley  of  twenty  muskets  at  a  time  upon  them,  whereby  sr 
John  Feme  had  some  of  his  men  killed  f.    And  lastly,  the 
uneasiness  he  was  continually  in,  that  he  could  hear  no 
tidings  of  the  rest  of  his  fleet  dius  detached  upon  the  adven- 
ture.   And  though  some  Indian  spies  were  brought  to  him 
in  the  beginning  of  February,  by  one  of  whom,  who  oouM 
speak  the  Spanish  tongue,  he  was  first  informed,  that  the 
English  in  Orenoque  were  reported,  by  some  Tivitivas  he 
had  spoken  with,  to  have  taken  St.  Thome,  and  slain  Di^ 
de  Palameca,  the  governor,  with  captain  Erinetta  and  cap- 
tain John  Rues ;  that  the  rest  fled,  and  that  two  English 
captains  were  likewise  killed:  though  the  same  was  soon 
after  also  asserted,  with  other  particulars,  by  another  In- 
dian ;  yet  Ralegh  would  not  set  them  down,  till  he  knew  the 
truth ;  which  afterwards  endeavouring  to  compass  of  other 
Indians,  said  to  have  been  at  the  taking  of  that  town,  whom 
he  sent  in  pursuit  of,  they  escaped,  and  he  was  not  citified 
in  the  report  even  near  the  middle  of  this  month,  for  so 
far  his  own  Journal  extends  s. 

In  the  mean  while  Eeymis  made  an  attempt  for  the  mine, 
and  had  set  forward  with  captain  Thomhurst,  Mr.  W.  Her- 
bert, sir  John  Hambden,  and  others ;  but  at  their  first  ap- 
proach, near  the  bank  where  they  intended  to  land,  he  re- 
orived,  from  an  ambuscade  of  Spaniards  in  the  woods,  (who 
had  probably  gathered  there  with  expectation  of  his  comiiig 
that  way  to  the  mine,)  a  volley  of  shot,  which  slew  two  of 
his  company,  hurt  nx  others,  and  wounded  captain  Thorn- 


'  Ralegh's  Joanud. 

t  Thia  Joanud  of  Ralegh's  last 
Toyage  to  Gniaoa,  written  with  his 
own  band,  consisting  of  seven  sheets 
of  paper,  though  written  mostly  on 
one  side,  only  with  intention  perhaps 
of  enlarging  some  of  the  particulars 
afterwardsy  seems  incomplete  hoth  at 


the  beginning  and  the  end :  ibr  It 
begins  but  at  the  19th  of  Aoguat, 
when  be  set  sail  inm  Cork*  and 
ends  at  the  13th  of  Febraary,  161 7, 
before  the  rest  of  his  fleet  returned 
to  hira  from  the  Orenoqoe.  It  is 
preserved  in  the  Cottonian  library* 
under  Titos,  B.  VIII. 
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hurst  so  dangerously  in  the  head,  that  he  languished  thereof 
three  months  after^.  This  blow  first  staggered  the  resolu- 
tion of  Keymis,  who  then,  as  he  reflected  more  upon  the 
state  of  then-  condition,  was  more  overpowered  with  doubts 
and  discouragements;  insomuch  that  though  the  English 
under  him  might  have  been  informed  of  two  or  three  mines 
more,  besides  this  which  Keymis  had  undertaken  to  lead 
them  to,  by  a  mulatto,  who  had  waited  on  the  late  gover- 
nor in  his  chamber,  and,  as  he  has  written  in  his  letter  be- 
fore mentioned,  knew  all  things  that  concerned  his  master  ■. 
This  servant  afterwards,  by  no  other  means  than  courteous 
usage,  discovered  the  same  to  Ralegh  himself;  and  not  only 
the  places  where  those  mines  lay,  but  more  particularly 
that  two  of  them,  gold  ones,  were  in  the  possesion  of  dxm 
Pedro  Rodrigo  de  Parama  and  Hermian  Frontino ;  and  a 
silver  one,  in  the  possession  of  Francisco  Fasardo ;  and  that 
the  cause  of  their  remaining  unwrought  was,  that  they 
wanted  negroes  to  work  them  :  for,  by  a  law  of  Charles  the 
emperor,  the  Indians  could  not  be  constrained,  and  the 
Spaniards  neither  would  nor  could  endure  the  labour  l^. 
Yet  did  the  English  now  decline  all  endeavour,  either  t6  be 
directed  to  these,  though  but  few  miles  distant  from  the 
town,  or  proceed  to  possess  that  which  Keymis  was  to  con- 
duct them  to,  though  within  a  few  hours^  march.  Nay, 
when  the  ships  were  upon  their  return,  and  they  had  sailed 
down  the  river  as  far  as  the  country  of  Carapana,  one  of 
the  natural  lords,  who  had  reserved  that  part  ot  Guiana  to 
the  late  queen ;  and,  having  heard  that  the  English  had 
abandoned  St.  Thome,  and  left  no  forces,  as  he  hoped  they 
would  have  done,  had  sent  a  great  canoe,  laden  ¥rith  store 
of  fruits  and  provisions,  to  the  captains ;  also  by  one  of  his 
men,  who  had  learned  the  Spanish  tongue  during  his  long 
slavery  under  the  Spaniards,  had  offered  them  a  rich  gold 
mine  in  his  own  country,  to  engage  th^  stay;   further 

>  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  3 1, 33.  ^  Idem;  and   Ralegh's  letter  to 

(  Kermis's   letter  to    Ralegh,  in  Winwood,  in  his  Remains,  (last  edit) 

the  said  Apology,   p.  33.   and  the  p*  i74* 

Apology,  p.  4a,  43. 
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proffering  to  leave  sufficient  pledge  for  any  English  p^raon 
they  should  send  to  examine  it ;  and  when  captain  Leak, 
with  another  of  the  company,  named  Molineux,  offered 
themselves  to  go,  the  greater  part  nevertheless  refused  to 
suffer  them.  This  declenmon  of  his  offer  so  heightened 
Carapana^s  deare  to  make  it  acceptable,  that  he  sent  again, 
leaving  one  of  his  men  still  aboard,  who  entreated  to  detain 
them  but  two  days,  and  Carapana  would  himself,  aged  as 
he  was,  bring  them  a  sample  of  the  ore ;  who,  though  still 
rejected,  and  the  ships  under  S£ul,  yet  sent  once  more  a  boat 
after  them  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  hopes  to  the 
very  last  of  retrieving  them,  as  the  said  captain  Leak, 
Parker,  Molineux,  and  half  a  dozen  officers  more,  are,  by 
Ralegh,  nominated  to  attest  ^  But  the  adventurers,  amcHig 
other  dissuasives  from  all  temptation  to  continue  there  any 
longer,  harboured  a  notion  that  the  Spaniards  had  secretly 
agreed  with  and  employed  those  Indians  only  to  trepan  the 
I^glish  ;  which  appeared  but  a  weak  and  ill-grounded  ap- 
jH^hension  to  Ralegh  ;  for  such  treachery  might  have  been 
easily  prevented,  had  they  waited  the  arrival  of  the  old  In- 
dian chief,  who  would  have  brought  the  ore  to  their  very 
ships.  And  what  advantage  in  betraying  them,  says  he^ 
•could  there  be,  when  the  Guianians  offered  to  leave  hos- 
tages, six  for  one  ?  Moreover,  one  of  the  Indians,  whom  the 
English  found  in  fetters  when  they  took  St.  Thome,  and 
brought  with  them  aboard,  could  have  told  them,  that  the 
very  cacique,  who  sent  to  shew  them  the  gold  mine  in  his 
country,  was  unconquered,  and  at  enmity  with  the  Spaniard; 
and  could  have  assured  them  withal,  that  such  mines  were 
in  that  country  possessed  by  the  said  cacique  <"•  But  no 
entreaty  or.  invitation  would  retain  them,  and  so  they  re- 
tiuned,  about  the  middle  of  February,  to  Punta  de  Gallo, 
after  the  fleet  had  been  thus  divided,  and  they  absent  above 
two  months  from  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  as  himself  has  in- 
formed us  "  ;  whereby  it  appears,  that  the  fleet  united  at, 

>,See  his  ApoTogy,  p.  45.  *  Idem,  p.  46,  &c.  ■  Ibid.  p.  41. 
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or  very  soon  after,  the  time  he  duoontinued  his  Journal ; 
and  it  appears  nowhere  in  that  Journal  that  any  inhuman 
offer  was  made  to  remove  from  Puuta  de  Gallo  to  thie 
Charibes,  many  leagues  off,  where  he  knew  famine  must 
overtake  the  land  soldiers  before  they  could  overtake  him, 
as  his  enemies  suggested  ^'i  besides,  he  cleared  himself  in 
such  a  solemn  manner  of  this  aspersion  at  his  death,  as 
leaves  not  the  least  stain  of  cruelty  any  where,  but  upon 
their  characters  who  slandered  him  ¥rith  it  P. 

It  is  possible  that  Keymis  might,  at  his  first  return,  be 
favourably  received,  and  as  familiarly  admitted  to  Ral^h^s 
table  as  before  <l ;  for  a  disappointment  of  this  consequence 
was  not  to  be  too  readily  broached  on  one  side,  nor  repre- 
hended on  the  other.  Besides,  as  some  mitigation  of  their 
ill  success,  and  inducement  to  further  hopes,  Keymis  pro- 
duced two  ingots  of  gcAd  which  had  been  reserved  at  St. 
Thome,  as  the  king  of  Spain^s  quinto,  or  proportion ;  to- 
gether with  several  other  valuable  spoils  of  the  governor '. 
Keymis  also  brought  with  him  a  large  quantity  of  papers, 
letters,  memorials,  schemes,  plans,  and  maps  found  in  the 
said  govemor^s  study,  which  gave  some  singular  lights 
into  the  state  and  condition  of  Spain,  with  respect  to  many 
of  the  American  plantations.  Among  these  papers  were 
found  four  letters,  which  plainly  discovered,  not  only  Ra- 
legh's whole  enterprise  to  have  been  betrayed,  but  his  hfe^^J^""" 
thereby  put  into  the  power  of  the  Spaniards  themselves  *;  trmyed. 


*  In  King  James's  Declaration, 
p.  36. 

p  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  answer  to 
some  things  at  his  death,  at  the  end 
of  his  Apology,  p.  ult  also  in  his 
Dying  Speech. 

1    King  James's  Declaration,  p. 

37. 
■*  Among  the  rest,  one  that  was 

more  cmious  in  its  nature,  than 
costly  in  its  materials,  being  only  a 
bottle  made  of  a  serpentine  stone;  bat 
it  had  a  rare  sovereign  quality  of  giv- 
ing any  wine  or  water  infused  there- 
in for  twenty-four  hours,  the  taste 
and  operation  of  the  Spa-water,  and 
to  make  the  same  of  singular  effi- 


cacy  in  expelling  the  gravel,  and 
curing  all  disorders  of  the  spleea; 
for  which  it  was  highly  esteemed  by 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  and,  several  yean 
after  his  deatli,  also  by  Richard  carl 
of  Cork ;  who  having  been  made 
acquainted,  by  sir  Walter's  page, 
with  its  virtues  and  value,  performed 
several  notable  cures  thereby,  and  at 
last  made  an  acceptable  present  of 
it  to  sir  Henry  Wotton,  then  provoat 
of  Eton  college,  who  was  troubled 
with  one  or  both  of  those  infirmitiet. 
See  the  earl  of  Cork's  letter  to  air 
Henry  Wotton,  in  Relkiuia  Wotto- 
niana,  lamo.  1651,  p*497* 
•  The  king  of  Spain's  first  kttH*, 
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and  by  whom,  even  to  the  breaking  of  that  peace,  if  anj 
was  broken,  for  which  he  was  afterwards  exclaimed  against, 
Ralegh  himself  has  related':   for  he   thought  this  audi 
Uack  and  cruel  usage,  that  he  forbore  not,  in  a  letter  which 
be  wrote,  about  a  month  after  this  Ume,  from  the  isle  of 
St.  Christopher^  to  sir  Ralph  Winwood,  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  shew  his  sense  of  it  in  these  words :  '^  It  pleased 
<<  his  majesty  to  value  us  at  so  little,  as  to  command  me, 
^^  upon  my  allegiance,  to  set  down  under  my  hand  the 
**  country,  and  the  very  river  by  which  I  was  to  enter  it ; 
'*  to  set  down  the  number  of  my  men,  and  burden  of  my 
^^  ships,  and  what  ordnance  every  ship  carried ;  whi^  being 
^<  made  known  to  the  Spanish  ambassador,  and  by  him  sent 
<<  to  the  king  of  Spain,  a  despatch  was  made,  and  letters 
<<  sent   from  Madrid,  before  my  departure   out   of  the 
*^  Thames  ^.'"    By  the  contents  of  those  Spanish  letters  it 
further  appears,  that  three  hundred  Spanish  soldiers,  and 


sent  to  Guiana  by  a  bark  of  Aviso, 
to  arm  the  Indians  against  Ralegb's 
coming,  was  dated  March  I9>  1616, 
at  Madrid,  (which  letter,  says  Ra- 
legh, in  his  to  sir  Ralph  Winwood,  I 
have,  here  enclosed,  sent  you ;  the 
rest  I  reserve ;  not  knowing  whether 
they  may  be  intercepted  or  not.)  The 
second  of  that  king's  was  dated  2d  of 
May  161 7,  sent  also  by  a  caravel 
to  Diego  de  Palameca,  governor  of 
Guiana,  EI  Dorado,  and  Trinidad. 
The  third  of  bis  majesty's  was  sent 
by  the  bishop  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  de- 
livered to  that  governor  the  15  th  of 
July  following :  and  the  fourth  was 
lent  from  the  farmer  and  secretary 
of  his  customs  in  the  Indies  at  the 
tame  time.  l*hus  Ralegh's  letter  to 
Winwood,  (from  St.  Christopher's,) 
in  his  Remains,  (last  edition,) 
p.  173.  compared  ivith  some  mann- 
acript  copies,  of  it  in  the  Harlcian  li- 
brary, &c.  Others  tell  ns,  these  ad- 
vertisements and  preparations  were 
the  cause  of  all  the  resistance  that 
was  made  at  St.  Thome ;  that  Ra- 
legh's whole  design,  under  his  own 
hand,  was  delivered  by  king  James 
to  Gondomar ;  and  that  his  own  let- 
ter   (thereof   to   king  James)   was 


found  in  the  governor  of  St.  Thome's 
closet ;  which  letter  be  brongfat  back, 
and  shewed  to  the  lords  of  the  ooan- 
cil.  See  Observations  on  Sanderson's 
History,  p.  13.  Thus  also  in  Uw 
State  TriaJs,  vol.  1.  p.  219;  and  in 
Dr.  Welwood's  Memoirs,  it  is  sud, 
Ralegh's  plan,  which  king  James 
promised  to  keep  secret,  was  sent  by 
Gondomar  to  Spain,  and  thence  to 
the  Indies,  before  Ralegh  left  the 
Thames;  and  the  very  original  pa- 
per was  found  in  the  Spanish  go« 
vernor's  closet. 

^  Though  Ralegh  has  charged  thia 
matter  of  betraying  him  to  the  Span- 
iards in  plain  terms,  both  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  secretary  of  state,  which 
follows  as  above,  and  in  his  Apology  ; 
one  or  both  of  which  king  James 
had  certainly  read ;  it  is  yet  observ- 
able, that  this  topic  is  not  so  much 
as  touched  upon  in  his  majesty's  De- 
claration, but  entirely  sunk  in  si- 
lence. 

•  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  sir 
Ralph  Winwood,  from  St.  Christo- 
pher's, dsted  2 1  St  of  March  161 7, 
printed  in  his  Remains,  (the  last  edi* 
tion,)  p.  172. 
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ten  pieces  of  ordnance,  were  commissioned  to  be  sent  from: 
their  respective  garrisons  against  the  adventurers  up  the 
Orenoque ;  that  is,  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  Nuevo 
Reyno  de  Granada,  under  the  command  of  captain  Antonio 
Musica;  and  another  hundred  and  fifty  from  Puerto  Rico,  to 
be  conducted  under  Francisco  Zanchio.  There  was  also  pre- 
pared an  armada  by  sea,  to  set  upon  Ralegh  himself  and  the 
ships  with  him ;  "  by  which,"  say^  he,  **  we  had  not  only 
**  been  torn  to  pieces,  but  all  those  in  the  river  had  also 
"  perished,  they  being  of  no  force  for  the  sea-fight ;  for  we 
^^  had  resolved  to  have  burnt  by  their  sides,  and  to  have 
^^  died  there,  had  the  armada  arrived ;  but  belike  they 
^^  stayed  for  us  at  Margarita,  by  which  they  knew  we  must 
*^  pass  towards  the  Indies."  In  another  letter,  which  he 
wrote  the  next  day  from  the  same  island  to  his  wife,  Ra- 
legh says,  ^^  Never  was  poor  man  exposed  to  slaughter  as  I 
"  was."  Then  having  related  the  particulars  of  the  forces 
before  mentioned,  sent  to  destroy  him,  through  the  commu- 
nication of  his  scheme  to  the  court  of  Spain  by  the  Spanish 
ambassador,  he  concludes  this  part  with  these  words :  **  It 
**  were  too  long  to  tell  you  how  we  were  preserved ;  if  I 
"  live,  I  shall  make  it  known  "." 

But  the  indignation  which  Ralegh  must  have  conceived 
at  the  sight  of  these  letters  was  not  a  little  heightened, 
when  he  came  to  hear  that  Keymis  had  made  no  actual  trial 
at  the  mine,  and  the  reasons  he  gave  for  having  relinquished 
it  He  alleged  indeed,  that  after  the  sally  of  the  Spaniards 
upon  them  from  the  woody  banks,  which  had  disabled 
several  of  his  men  at  their  first  attempt  to  land,  he  began  to 
consider,  they  had  not  then  able  men  enough  left  to  work 
the  mine;  though  indeed  it  lay  not  so  deep  as  to  need  all 
those  pioneers  and  implements,  which,  in  king  Jameses  De^ 
claration,  Ralegh  is  objected  against  for  not  carrjring  with 
him,  as  may  appear  by  the  first  discovery  of  this  mine,  in 
the  former  part  of  these  sheets.  Keymis  also  argued,  ihef 
had  not  men  enough  to  keep  this  mine,  though  they  should 

*  Sec  his  letter  to  hie  wifey  in  the  same  edition  of  his  Rcmninsy  p.  179,  &c« 
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escape  further  danger  in  the  difficult  passage  to  it,  which  he 
feared  much  they  should  not;  the  Spaniards  being  more 
careful  to  preserve  it,  as  was  said,  than  the  town ;  and  the 
ways  to  it,  aspera  y  fragoaa^  as  Ral^h  has  observed; 
agreeable  to  that  infertility  and  unaptness  for  cultivatioD, 
which  Acosta  and  other  naturalists  have  described  in  those 
grounds  which  are  impregnate  with  such  treasures.  Keymis 
urged  further,  that  they  wanted  sufficient  provisions  for  the 
number  remaining,  having  been  much  longer  up  the  river 
than  they  expected ;  and  that  they  could  not  carry  enough 
from  the  town  up  the  mountain,  their  company  being  di- 
vided, the  greater  part  in  the  town  itself,  and  those  too 
weak  to  defend  it.  That  he  further  found  all  regard  to 
Older  and  obedience  broke  through,  as  soon  as  captain  Ba- 
legh  was  dead;  and  feared  the  fatal  news  of  his  death 
would  either  not  find  his  dick  father  alive,  or  hasten  his 
end :  that  to  attempt  the  discovery,  and  fail  through  any 
of  these  discouragements,  he  thought  would  be  more  detri- 
mental than  wholly  at  this  Ume  to  decline  it :  that  to  dis- 
cover it  for  a  pack  of  profligates  and  mutineers,  was  more 
than  they  deserved ;  and  to  discover  it  for  Ralegh  himself, 
not  likely  to  live,  and  unpardoned,  was,  as  whispered  in  the 
company,  for  a  man  non  ens  in  the  law.  Above  all  that,  it 
would  therefore  be  a  greater  error  to  find  it  for  the  Span- 
iards, than  to  pretend  it  could  nowhere  be  found.  Lastly, 
that  these  arguments,  approved  of  by  the  majority,  were 
confirmed  by  the  alarqi  they  received  at  the  discovery  of 
the  letters  aforesaid  in  the  govemor^s  closet;  whereby 
they  were  led  every  moment  to  expect  a  fresh  enforcement 
of  the  enemy  against  them  from  each  end  of  the  river: 
therefore,  separate  as  the  fleet  was,  and  not  able  to  make  re- 
sistance, they  all  agreed  to  return  y. 

However  specious  these  arguments,  of  some  of  them, 
might  be,  Ralegh  was  in  nowise  pacified  with  them.  He 
utterly  disavowed  the   whole  conduct   of  Keymis  before 

y  The  postscript  of  Ralegh's  letter  editioD,)  p.  177, 178.  Also  his  letter 
to  his  lady,  from  St.  Christopher's,  to  sir  Ralph  Winwood,  idem,  p.  iSi. 
22d  of  Marchy'in  his  Remains,  (last     and  his  Apology,  p.  35,  36. 
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Bewenl  of  his  company,  atid  the  ignorance  he  had  pretended 
to  them ;  told  him,  that  a  blind  man  might  have  found  the 
place,  by  the  marks  and  directions  himself  had  set  down 
under  his  own  hand ;  and  that  his  care  of  losing  more  men 
in  passing  the  woods  was  but  feigned ;  for,  after  his  son^s 
death,  it  was  known  he  had  no  care  for  any  man  surviving, 
and  therefore,  had  he  brought  home  but  one  hundred 
weight  of  ore^  though  with  the  loss  of  as  many  men,  it 
would  have  given  the  king  satisfaction,  preserved  his  repu- 
tation, and  encouraged  A  return  the  next  year,  with  greater 
force,  to  have  held  the  country  for  his  majesty,  to  whom  it 
belonged  *  ^  for  the  riches  and  fruitfulness  whereof  himself 
had  formerly  so  largely  attested  K  But  since  he  had  suf- 
fered his  wilfulness,  in  spite  of  his  knowledge,  to  defeat 
their  whole  undertaking,  he  should  indeed  be  glad,  if  Key- 
mis  could  make  those  reasons  for  not  opening  thie  mine 
passable  with  the  state,  but  that  he  himself  could  not  justify 
the  neglect.  Keymis  grew  deeply  discontented  hereat,  and 
continued  so  several  days.  <^  Afterwards  he  came  to  me  in 
'<  my  cabin,^  says  Ralegh,  *^  and  shewed  me  a  letter  he 
*^  had  written  to  the  earl  of  Arundel,  excusing  himself  for 
not  discovering  of  the  mine,  using  the  same  arguments, 
and  many  others,  which  he  had  done  before ;  and  prayed 
*<  me  to  allow  thereof.^  But  Ralegh,  no  way  satisfied,  de- 
clared, that  as  Keymis  could  plead  no  ignorance,  he  could 
admit  of  no  excuse,  being  wounded  in  his  credit  with  the 
king  past  all  recovery,  and  that  this  could  admit  of  no  repa- 
ration. Keymis,  seeing  Ralegh  resolved  not  to  favour  hi^ 
folly,  redred,  as  one  knowing  not  what  course  to  take,  yet 
expressing  perhaps  also  some  design  of  ^ving  further  sa- 
tisfaction, <'  and  went  out  of  my  cabin  into  his  own,^ 
says  Ralegh ;  where  having  shut  himself  in,  Ralegh  soon 
after  heard  a  pistol  go  off,  and  sending  up  to  know  who 
discharged  it,  Keymis  made  answer,  he  fired  it  himself,  be- 
cause it  had  been  long  charged.  About  half  an  hour  after, 
his  boy  going  into  his  cabin,  found  him  dead,  ¥rith  much 

■  Idem.  voyage  to  OuUiia,  In  Haklayt,  toL  3. 

•  Keymu's  relmtkm  of  the  lecond     fol.  6I3. 
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Uood  by  him,  having  a  long  knife  thrust  through  his  left 
pap  into  his  heart,  and  his  pistol  lying  by  him  ;  with  whidi 
it  appeared  that  he  had  shot  himself,  but  the  bullet  being 
small,  and  having  only  cracked  a  rib,  he  despatched  efleo- 
tually  with  the  knife  ^.  And  this,  as  I  compute,  happened 
about  the  latter  end  of  February  aforesaid,  or  perhaps  die 
former  part  of  March,  because  Ralegh  mentions  it  in  the 
letters  he  wrote  this  month  into  England,  before  referred 
ta;  therefore  the  death  of  Key  mis  could  not  haj^ien  in  the 
following  summer,  as  one  author  mistakes  c.  And  whereas 
some  had  given  it  out,  that  Keymis  slew  himself  through 
remorse  that  he  had  seduced  and  deluded  so  m|my  gentle- 
men with  ah  imaginary  mine,  Ralegh  will  not  allow  that  to 
have  been  the  cause;  but  ascribes  it  entirely  to  his  own 
positive  and  passionate  temper^  and  says,  that  ^he  would 
^  not  have  laid  violent  hands  on  himself  for  any  man^s  o|nn- 
**  ion^;  nor  when  he  did,^  adds  Ralegh,  ^<  could  he  have 
'^  ssud  unto  me,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  place,  and 
*^  knew  of  no  such  mine ;  for  what  cause  had  I  then  to  have 
<*  rejected  his  excuses,  or  to  have  laid  his  obstinacy  to  his 
**  charge  ?""  Further  urging,  "  that  several  captains,^  whom 
Ralegh  names,  ^*  might  be  put  to  their  oaths,  whether  or 
**  no  Keymis  did  not  confess  to  them,  coming  down  the 
«  river,  at  a  place  where  they  cast  anchor,  that  he  ccmld 
**  from  thence  have  gone  to  the  mine  in  two  hours  <^.'" 
After  this  accident  it  was  determined,  in  a  coundl  of  the 


^  The  letters  in  the  Remains, 
aforesaid,  p.  178,  181.  and  the 
Apology,  p.  39.  James  Howel  says, 
tliat  captain  Keymis,  the  main  in- 
strument for  the  diHCOvery  of  the 
mine,  pistoled  liimself  in  a  desperate 
mood  of  discontent  in  his  cabin  in 
the  Convertine ;  which  not  being 
Ralegh's  ship,  would  remore  Key- 
mis's  death  still  farther  from  all  sur- 
mise that  he  had  any  such  foul  play 
done  him  to  prevent  telling  of  tales, 
as  Sanderson  and  other  prejudiced 
writers  hare  malidously  insinuated. 
The  Obsenrator  on  his  History  of 
King  James,  calls  it,  '<  abase  Asper- 
•*  non  ;'*  and  Sanderson,  in  his  An- 


swer, instead  of  producing  any  aa- 
thority  in  his  own  justification,  is  for 
**  meddling  no  further  with  it;**  so 
refers  to  bis  History,  as  a  matter 
too  large  to  be  inserted  again.  Hot 
what  entirely  clears  the  affidr.  Is 
king  James's  Declsration;  for  bad 
there  been  the  least  shadow  of  suspi- 
cion tliat  Ralegh  had  been  any  way 
concerned  in  Keymb's  untimely  end, 
we  may  be  well  persuaded,  that  De- 
claration would  not  liaTe  been  sUcot 
thereof,  which  has  amassed  and  ag- 
gravated so  many  firivoloos  circum- 
stances in  this  voyage  against  him. 

*  Athen.  Ozon.  vol.  i .  col.  433. 

*  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  40. 
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officers,  to  make  for  Newfoundland^  to  repair  and  refresh 
their  ships ;  but  before,  as  well  as  after,  they  arrived  there^ 
great  disorders  aipse:  some  took  to  courses  of  their  own 
head,  and  ran  away  from  him,  as  was  before  mentioned ; 
and  many  others  proved  so  refractory  and  ungovernable^ 
that,  when  he  came  to  the  isle  of  St  Christopher^s,  he  wasAtstXhru- 
forced,  under  the  conduct  of  his  coumn,  Mr.  Herbert,  to  '^  *  *" 
ship  .them  home.  Of  whom,  though  he  had  shewed  some 
uncommon  generosity  to  some  of  diem,  he  says,  in  the  let* 
ter  he  wrote  from  thence  to  his  wife  on  the  22d  of  Mardn 
^^  I  know  they  ¥rill  not  spare  to  wound  me;^  and  further 
declares,  *^  There  is  never  a  base  slave  in  all  the  fleet  that 
**  hath  taken  the  pains  and  care  that  I  have  done ;  that  hath 
*^  slept  so  little,  and  travelled  so  much :  my  friends  will  not 
^^  believe  them,  and  for  the  rest  I  care  not  ^J*  In  another 
letter  he  sent  from  hence  at  the  same  time  to  sir  Ralph 
Wiuwood,  he  writes  to  the  same  sense,  and  further  adds; 
**  But  these  being  gone,  I  shall,*"  says  he,  <*be  able,  if  I 
^^  live,  to  keep  the  sea  till  the  end  of  August,  with  some 
*^  four  reasonable  good  ships  ^  ;^  for  to  that  number  was  his 
fleet  now  reduced.  By  the  time  here  proposed  of  con- 
tinning  at  sea,  there  might  have  now  been  thoughts  of 
some  course  to  qualify  the  misadventure  of  the  mine,  and 
enable  them  to  reattempt  it ;  perhaps  by  some  little  trading 
voyages:  but  how  probable  that  he  diould  design  any 
thing  so  far  as  the  East  Indies,  or  that  with  such  small  force 
he  intended  to  go  for  the  western  islands,  to  attack  the 
Mexico  fleet,  and  surprise  the  caracks,  as  in  the  king^s  De* 
claration  is  laid  to  Ralegh^s  charges,  we  shall  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  It  is  plain  that  nothing  of  this  was  put  in 
practice ;  for  when  they  came  to  Newfoundland,  the  com-  At  New- 
pany  in  his  own  ship  fell  to  muUny,  and  those  who  were        **^ 

*  The  postscript  of  Ralegh's  letter  should  hare  followed  it  as  such  at 

to  his  lady,  ffx>m  St  Christopher'Sy  the  end  of  page  175.  as  I  find  in  a 

March  13.  in  his  Remains,  (last  edi-  good  old  MS.  copy  of  it;  where  it 

tion,)  p.  180.  hears  date  from  St  Christopher's,  one 

'  See  his  letter  to  sir  Ralph  Win-  of  the  islands  of  the  Antilias,  Maich 

wood  in  those  Remains,  p.  iSa.  which  ai ,  161 7. 

is  hut  a  postscript  to  his  letter  to  the  f  PAge  38. 
same  person,  printed  page  169.  and 
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for  staying  abroad,  whom  Wilson  calls  the  nuycnr  part, 
made  Ralegh  take  an  oath,  says  he,  not  to  go  home  but  by 
th^r  allowance  ^.  But  the  Declaration  says,  that  the  greater 
number  were  for  returning  to  England ;  and  that  Ral^^ 
getting  on  the  sea-bank,  put  it  to  the  question ;  whereupon 
the  voices  divided,  starboard  and  larboard ;  and  that  when 
he  perceived  the  greater  number  vote  for  their  return,  he 
went  to  that  side,  and  voted  so  too  > :  but  manifestly  to  the 
hazard  of  his  life  was  his  voting  on  either  aide  K  In  the 
same  Declaration  we  are  further  led  to  believe,  he  after^ 
wards  ^^  offered  his  own  ship,  which  was  of  great  value,  to 
^  his  company,  if  they  would  only  set  him  aboard  a  French 
<^  bark,  and  that  he  made  the  same  offer  to  some  of  his  offi- 
*<  cers,  when  he  was  come  back  to  Ireland,  as  not  knowing 
*'  how  things  would  be  construed,  and  being  loath  to  put  his 
<^  head  under  the  king^s  girdle  ^  :^  but  he  did ;  and  we  shall 
see  the  consequence  of  it. 

By  the  time  that  Ralegh  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
the  sacking  of  St.  Thome,  the  firing  of  the  town,  and  the 
slaughter  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  number  of  four  or  five 
hundred  men,  were  largely  descanted  on  by  his  enemies,  as 
by  his  friends  were  his  own  more  particular  misfortunes,  in 
the  long  and  dangerous  sickness  he  had  endured ;  his  dis- 
appointment in  the  mine ;  the  consumption  of  so  much 
treasure;  the  loss  of  his  gallant  son ;  the  violent  end  of  his 
old  servant  captain  Kejrmis ;  and  above  all,  the  general  dis- 
order, defection,  and  dispersion  of  his  whole  fleet:  All  to- 
gether, it  became  not  so  much  a  national  as  a  universal 
topic  of  discourse  and  attention ;  every  one  censuring  or 
commiserating,  as  their  interest  or  affections  moved.  It  is 
remembered,  by  Camden,  that  captiun  John  North,  brother 
to  the  lord  North,  a  valiant  gentleman,  and  who  was  much 
esteemed  by  Ralegh  for  his  faithful  conduct  under  him 

^Wilson's  history  of  king  James,  '*  did  I  oppose  myself  against  Uie 

ID  the  Complete  History  of  England,  **  greatest  number  of  my  company* 

▼ol.  2.  p.  713.  **  and  was  thereby  in  danger  to  Ibe 

'The  king's  Declaration,  p. 39, 40.  *'  slain  or  cast  into  the  sea,  because 

^  *'  If  I  had  a  purpose  to  have  **  I  refused  it?"  His  Apology,  p. 47. 

**  tnmed  pirate,"  says  Ralegh, «  why         1  The  DedaratioD,  p.  38,  40. 
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throughout  this  voyage,  was  the  first  who  related  the  de* 
plorable  news  of  this  unfortunate  expedition  to  king  James, 
on  the  IStli  of  May,  1618  ™.     He  seems  to  have  done  it  in 
a  very  just  and  patheUcal  manner ;  and  it  might  have  had  a 
good  effect,  had  that  king^s  fkty  been  as  easily  touched  as 
his  fear.     Among  authofs,  some,  who  had  been  for  re- 
gistering this  commission  of  king  James  with  that  granted 
by  Alphonso  king  of  Naples  to  Bertram  his  captive  moor, 
whom  he  intrusted  both  with  his  liberty,  and  a  large  sum 
of  money  to  buy  him  some  fine  horses  in  Barbary,  for  which 
his  jester  gave  him  a  prime  place  in  his  fooFs  chronicle ; 
were  now,  upon  the  expectation  of  a  return,  ready,  with 
the  same  jester,  to  blot  out  the  king,  and  enrol  the  captive 
for  a  fool:  but  others  looked  upon  this  action  of  Ral^h^s 
in  a  nobler  and  more  elevated  light,  and  as  what,  for  the  in- 
tegrity of  acquitUug  his  fiduciary  pledges,  was  rather  to  be 
compared  with  the  generous  act  of  that  brave  Roman  consul, 
Attilius  Regulus ;  who,  to  keep  his  promise  and  his  faith, 
returned  to  his  enemies,  the  Cartha^nians,  under  whom  he 
had  been  a  prisoner ;  though  he  knew  that  he  went  to  in- 
evitable  death  ". 

And  now  the  Spanish  ambassador,  having,  by  special  ad- 
vertisements, gained  the  earliest  intelligence  of  all  that  had 
passed  at  Guiana ;  and  how,  among  the  rest,  his  own  kins- 
man, the  governor,  had  been  slain;  broke  into  the  king^s 
presence  in  a  turbulent  manner,  and  bawling  out  for  his 
majesty^s  audience,  only  of  one  word,  assaulted  him  with 
the  abrupt  and  repeated  exclamation  of  Piratas  !  Piratas  i 
Piratas !  At  last,  he  found  breath  and  words  to  enlarge 
upon  the  matter  so  effectually,  as  what  tended,  not  only  to 
the  infringement  of  his  majesty^s  promise,  but  that  happy 
union  between  the  two  crowns  in  their  royal  prqgeny,  now 
the  match  between  prince  Charles  and  Dona  Maria,  ¥rith  all 
the  advantages  it  was  pregnant  with,  was  in  such  a  hopeful 
degree  of  maturity,  even  to  the  involving  of  both  nations  in 
the  most  durable  and  dreadful  hostilities,  that  the  paofic 

"■  Camden's  Annals  of  King  James. 

■•  Howel's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  6.  and  ?ol.  a.  p. 371. 
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king  of  Great  Britain  was  ready  to  do  any  thing  in  the 
world  to  appease  him,  and  hush  it  up.     To  this  purpose, 
his  royal  proclaraaUon  was  forthwith  published  on  the  11th 
of  June,  setting  forth,  that  *'  Whereas  we  gave  liberQr  to 
**  sir  Walter  Ral^h  and  others,  to  undertake  a  voyage  to 
**  Guiana,  where  they  had  pretended  a  probabihty  of  dia- 
<<  covering  gold  mines,  &c.  we  did,  by  express  Kmifation 
*'  and  caution,  restrain  and  forbid  them  from  attempting 
**  any  act  of  hostility  upon  any  territories  or  subjects  of  fo- 
**  reign  princes  with  whom  we  are  in  amity ;  and  mate  par- 
<*  ticularly,  those  of  our  dear  brother  the  king  of  Spain,  in 
*<  respect  of  his  dominions  in  that  continent ;  which,  notwitk- 
*^  standing,  they  have,  by  hostile  invasion  of  the  town  of 
**  St.  Thome,  &c.  broken  and  infringed.     We  have  there- 
^^  fore  held  fit  to  make  public  declaration  of  our  utter  mis- 
^*  hke  and  detestation  of  the  said  insolendes ;  and  for  the 
^*  better  detection  and  clearing  up  of  the  truth,  we  cJia|j;e 
^*  all  our  subjects,  that  have  any  understanding  or  notice 
thereof,  to  repair  to  any  of  our  privy-council,  and  make 
known  their  whole  knowledge,  that  we  may  thereupon 
proceed  to  the  exemplary  punishment  and  coennon  of  all 
^*  such  as  are  found  guilty  of  so  scandalous  and  enonnous 
**  outrages  o.*" 

The  next  thing  to  be  thought  of  was,  a  proper  and  plau- 
nble  instrument  for  the  apprehension  of  sir  Walter  Ral^h 
when  he  should  come  ashore  :  such  a  one  was  sir  Lewis 
Stucley  soon  found  to  be,  (and  not  sir  John,  as  one  writer 
eiToneously  christens  him  P,)  who  was  vice^miral  of  Devon, 
(not  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  as  the  same  negligent  author 
nustakes  again;)  one  who,  though  Ralegh'*s  countryman, 
and,  as  all  others  but  Stucley  say,  his  kinsman  too,  yet 
most  oflS(;^ously  undertook  that  charge,  through  the  sordid 
prospect  of  profit ;  ^^  so  unnatural,*"  says  Wilson,  ^^  and  ser- 
vile is  the  spirit,  when  it  hath  an  allay  of  baseness ;  there 
being  many  others  fitter  for  that  employment  ^.'*^    How- 


c< 


*  See  Rymer's  Foedera,  torn.  17.         <i  Reign  of  king  James,  in    the 
fol.  9a.  Complete  History  of  England,  vol.  2. 

r  Anlicns  Coquinarin,  p.  94.  p.  713. 
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ever,  his  orders  were,  to  bring  up  this  great  malefactor  in  a 
fair  and  courteous  manner,  acccHrding  to  his  majesty^s  gra- 
cious and  mild  course,  as  it  is  called  in  his  Declaration. 
And  though  we  are  told,  by  one  otherwise  misguided  in 
his  account  of  this  expedition,  by  some  distorted  represen- 
tations of  it  in  those  times,  *^  That  the  world  much  won- 
^*  dered,  so  great  a  wise  man  as  sir  Walter  Ralegh  would 
^^  return,  to  cast  himself  upon  so  inevitable  a  rock  as  it  was 
*^  feared  he  would  ^ ;'"  nevertheless,  as  we  are  assured,  by 
captain  Samuel  King,  an  old  officer  of  Ralegh's,  who  bore 
him  company  all  this  while,  and  has  left  us  a  particular 
narrative  of  whatsoever  occurred  in  their  journey,  from  their 
landing  now  at  Plymouth  to  their  final  arrival  at  London, 
that  he  no  sooner  put  into  the  harbour,  and  heard  of  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  against  him,  than  he  resolved  to 
surrender  himself  voluntarily  into  his  majesty^s  hands ;  and, 
to  that  intent,  both  moored  his  ship  and  sent  his  sails 
ashore  the  first  day  be  landed  ^,  which  I  take  to  have  been  Returns  to 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  and  after  he  had  been  absent  ^'^®°**** 
upon  this  voyage  a  full  twelvemonth.  Moreover,  though 
he  goon  met  here  with  several  discoura^ng  reports  also, 
concerning  the  Spanish  ambassador's  stay  at  London  only 
for  his  coming  up,  to  prosecute  him,  as  my  said  manuscript 
author  has  it;  Ralegh  still  continued  firm  in  that  resolu- 
tion. The  said  ambassador  is,  in  some  common  memoirs, 
said  to  have  been  sent  for  over  to  Spain  at  this  time ;  and 
in  some  again,  that  his  commis»on  was  expired ;  but  others 
think,  that  impatience  to  deliver  the  success  of  his  negotia- 
tions spurred  him  away,  according  to  instruction,  when  he 
had  got  full  assurance  that  Ralegh  should  be  despatched  at 
some  rate  or  other,  whatever  he  could  say  for  himself:  for 
he  departed  for  Spain  three  wedcs  befcHre  Ralegh  came  to 
London,  having  left  the  remainder  of  his  business  in  the 
hands  of  some  espaniolized  partisans  at  court,  whom  he  had 


'  Howcrs  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  7.  lelf  oat  of  tke  kiogdom.    With  tiM 

■  Captain  Saniuel  King's  Narra-  manner  liow  he  iras  betrayed.    MS. 

tive  of  air  Walter  Ralegh's  Motives  two  sheets,  fol.  161S.  p.  2. 

and  Opportunities  for  conveying  him- 
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made  sure  ^     However,  before  he  left  England,  an  excel- 
lent letter  seems  to  have  been  written  by  Ralegh  in  his  own 


(  Here,  since  we  are  to  take  our 
leave  of  this  dou  Diego  Sarin ien to, 
tbe  folloiring  remarks  upon  him  may 
not  be  thought  very  digresaory,  since 
they  mo9tly  tend  to  the  farther  illus- 
tration of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Ktory. 
His  first  coming  into  England,  though 
omitted  by  our  imperfect  historians 
of  king  James's  reign,  i»  remem-. 
bered,  by  sir  John  Finet,  in  his  Ob- 
serrations  touching  Foreign  Ambas- 
sadors, to  have  been  in  1613  ;  being 
aged  then,  as  I  compute,  from  a  date 
upon  one  of  hia  pictures,  forty- five 
years.    Therein  he  further  appears 
with  short,  thin,  black  hair,  of  a  tall 
meagre  stature,  withalongish  visage, 
and  a  close  austere  aspect;  which 
made  his  open  and  jocose  humour  so 
much  more  taking,  that  it  is  said,  he 
could  perfectly  ravish  the  heart  of 
cor  Caledonian  Soloman,  with  the 
little  jests,  tales,  and  fables  he  would 
80  readily  apply  upon  all  occasions. 
In  the  author  aforesaid  may  be  read 
this  ambassador's  wearisome  scruples 
against  the   States  ambassador,  sir 
Noell  Carone,  about  right  hand  and 
left,  upper  hand   and   lower,  chairs 
and  stools,  with  such  like  weighty 
and  indispensable  points  of  honour 
among  these  sovereign  ministers.  As 
to   his  carriage   against  sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  it  appears  snflSciently  above, 
in  the  body  of  this  narrative.     But  if 
he  was  related  to  that  don  Pedro  Sar- 
mieuto,  a  famous  sea  commander, 
before  mentioned  to  have  been  Ra- 
legh's prisoner,  that  accident  might 
somewhat  sharpen  the  said  ambassa- 
dor against  him ;  but  much  more 
this  new  one  of  Diego  de  Palameca's 
being  slain  at  St.  'Thome,  who  was 
his  near  relation,  as  captain  King 
tdls  us.    However,  his  persecution  of 
Ralegh  appears  with  so  much  ftiry 
and    intemperance    throughout,    as 
Httle  agrees  with  that  dexterity  of 
management  or  circumvention  which 
Osborne  calls  the  business  of  an  am- 
hoMtatior:    and   for  which,    among 
other  things,  he  thought  this  such  an 
incomparable  agent    But  indeed  it 
may  not  argue  great  strength  of  abi- 
lities  to  carry  a  great  sway  in  the  orb 
of  government,  no  more  than  great 


strength  of  nnews  to  remove  huge 
bodies  in  that  of  matter,  ao  much  as 
the  great  weakness  or  seqiuieity  of 
those  elements  wherein  tbey  are  cen- 
tred or  supported ,  and,  as  an  inge- 
nious writer  observes,  the  power  of 
the  Almighty  is  often  evidenced  by 
the  weakness  of  the  very  inatmnnent. 
There   needed  not  the  nooosters  of 
Afric  to  correct  the  sins  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, a  swarm  of  locpsts  ooold  do  it, 
and  vermin  formed  out  of  the  very 
dust;  and  though  a  whole  coantry 
were  destroyed  by  such,   will   yoa 
argue,  says  he,  they  must  Deeds  Iwve 
had  the  craft  of  foxes  or  the  courage 
of  lions  ?  Some  have  intimated,  that 
the  Spanish  ambassador  could  not, 
with  all  his  worrying  and  baiting  of 
king  James,  prevail    so   effiectnally 
for  tbe  destruction  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, (how  easy  and  tempting  soever 
it  might  be  to  trample  over  the  fence 
that  is  already  broken  down,)  but 
that  he  was  forced  to  belabour  the 
point  with  Spanish  gold,  among  those 
creatures  who  had   the  grreatest  in- 
fluence at  court.    For,  as  one  writes, 
**  The  bargain  was  made,  and  Ra- 
'*  legfa  was  devoted  for  a   sacrifice 
"  before  they  knew  whether  he  wss 
'*  successful  or  not;  and,  if  we  may 
**  believe  the  accounts  that  are  left 
'*  upon  record  of  that  part  of  history, 
'*  the  king  of  Spain  gave   a    good 
"  sum  of  money  for  his  head.    Some 
"  have  gone  so  far  as  to  tell  us  who 
**  had  the  money,  at  least  a  good 
'*  part  of  it     If  this  be   true,  the 
*'  English  court  had  in  it,  at  Uiat 
''  time,  some  of  the  most  infamous 
"  people  that  were  ever  concerned  in 
"  any  administration.    Aa  to  those 
**  who  reprove  tbe  )iing  himself  with 
"  it,  I  shall  say  no  more  than  this, 
*'  they  ought  to  have  been  very  sure 
**  of  the  truth  of  it,  before  they  re- 
**  corded  a  thing  of  a  British  king  so 
**  much  beneath  the  character  of  any 
**  monarch  in  the  world,  viz.  to  take 
'*  money  from   an   enemy  for    the 
"  blood  of  their  own  subjects,  and  of 
**  soch  sobjects  too  as  were   roost 
*'  dangmus  to  the  very  enemy  thev 
*<  were  sold  to ;   which  is  neitbcr 
<<  less  nor  more,  than  selling  their 
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defence,  and  conveyed  to  the  king ;  which,  as  we  have  it  in 
print,  runs  thus :  ^^  May  it  please  your  most  excellent  ma- 


*<  own  safety,  as  well   as  innocent 
**  blood.*' '  See   an    Historical   Ac- 
count of  the  Voyages  and  Adventures 
of  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,   8vo.    1719. 
p.  38.     Howerer  it  was,  the  Spanish 
ambassador  seems  to  have  left  the 
English   court  well  satisfied  on  the 
1 6th,  and  embarked  for  Spain  on 
the  2oth  of  July  1618,  having  first 
emptied  ail  the  prisons  in  England 
of  Romish  priests,  many  of  whom  he 
carried  with  him   home,  further  to 
grace  his   triumphs.    Vet   all   true 
Englishmen  conceived  hopes  that  the 
late  action  under  Ralegh  at  Guiana, 
and  a  tumult  lately  happening  at  the 
Spanish  ambassador's  house  in  Bar- 
bican, upon   the  murder  of  a  boy, 
would  frustrate  the  match.    But  this 
ambassador  returned  to  England  in 
the  beginning  of  March  1619,  under 
pretence  of  pursuing  that  delusive 
negociation,   and   was    lodged,    not 
without  murmurs,  at  the  bishop  of 
Ely's   house  in   Holborn.    He  was 
also  tricked  out  with  titular  honours, 
the  usual  reward  of  such  services  as 
his  were ;  being  newly  made  Conde 
de  Gondpmar,  as  sir  John  Finet  ob- 
serves ;  otherwise,  in  the  whole,  not 
so  substantially  rewarded  at  home, 
as  the  slavish  pains  he  took  abroad 
to  please  his  prince  was  thought  to 
deserve.    The  train  of  his  other  titles 
may  be  read  in  a  pamphlet,  not  long 
after  his  return,  dedicated  to  him 
here,    called  The   Spanish   English 
Rose;    or   English  Spanish   Pome- 
granate ;  by  a  most  fulsome  flatterer, 
named   Michael  Du  Val,   who   has 
further  bolstered  him  out,  as  well  as 
sir  John  Digby,  newly  created  baron 
of  Sherborne,  (another  precious  pro- 
moter of  the  said  match,)  with  such 
extravagant   additions   of  false   ho- 
nours, as  both  disparage  and  discre- 
dit those  which  were  real.     As  for 
the  pernicious  practices  of  this  Span- 
ish ambassador  in   England,  which 
might  grain  him  those  airy  gratuities, 
they  are  unfolded  in  another  tract, 
entitled  Vox  Populi,  or  News  from 
Spain,  translated  according  to  the 
Spanish  copy;  which  may  serve  to 
forewarn    both    England    and    the 
United  Provinces  how  far  to  tmst  to 


Spanish  pretences,  printed  4to.  i6»o. 
reprinted,    thirty-nine   years    after, 
with  the  title  of,  A  choice  Narrative 
of  Count  Gondomar's  Transactions 
during    his    Embassy  in    England, 
(in  this  edition  said  to  be,)  written 
by  sir  Robert  Cotton.    The  editor, 
John  Rowland,  had  no  other  reason 
for  ascribing  it  to  this  renowned  an- 
tiquary than  his  having  treasured  it 
up  in  manuscript,  and  that  he  died 
heart-broken ;  whereas  be  was  not  so 
much  as  heart-grieved  when  the  ficft 
edition  was  published  ;  though  in  the 
second  part,  hereafter  mentioned,  be 
is  said  to  have  made  heavy  complidiit 
against   Gondomar.      Nevertheleit, 
the  said  editor,  Rowland,  may  have 
observed  justly  enough  in  his  dedica- 
tion of  it  to  sir  W.  Pastons,  «  That 
**  Gondomar,     with     his    facetknia 
*'  words  and  gestures,  could   pipe 
**  king  James  asleep ;   that  he  «d 
**  sometimes  hold  the  helm  himself, 
*'  and   was  near  running  the  ship 
**  aground,  or  to  have  split  her  upon 
**  the  rocks :  that  the  influence  of 
<'  his  ill  aspect,  and  eclipsing  the 
"  sunbeams,   is    hardly   over    unto 
«  this  present   age :    that   his  tnc- 
.'*  cessor,   don  Csjio   Colonna,  was 
*<  thought,  by  many  judicious  men, 
*'  to  be  more  prudent ;  and  thatGon- 
'*  flomar  was  but  a  buffoon  compared 
*<  to  him."  In  the  treatise  itself, Gon- 
domar is  represented  in  a  Spanish 
council  lately  held  at  Arragon,  and 
delivering  his  chief  services  to  have 
been,  ist,  His  working  a  dislike  be- 
tween king  James  and  his  boose  of 
commons,  persuading  him  to  rule  by 
his  prerogative;  and  as  for  money, 
to  furnish  himself  by  the  marriafe 
with  Spain  and  by  domestic  prqjacti, 
without  any  subsidy;   also  that  he 
hereby  kept  England  from  fumiah- 
ing  its   navy,    adly.  His   shewing 
only  a  coloorable  resistance  of  oar 
East  India  trade,  as   being   rather 
hurtfol  than  helpful  to  the  ^tate,  by 
carrying  out  our  solid  treaauras,  and 
bringing  home  spice,  silk,  foattMn, 
and  toys;  besides  wasting  onr  ma- 
riners.   3dly,  His  opposing  oar  West 
Indian  vovages  most  strenooaaly,  as 
what  would  raise  another  Engtand  to 
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•*  jesty ;  If  in  my  journey  outward  bound  I  bad  my  men 
"  murdered  at  the  islands,  and  yet  spared  to  take  revenge ; 


withstand  thdr  New  Spain  in  Ame- 
rica; therefore  that  he  crossed  all 
the  andertakiogs  for  Virginia  and 
the  Bennndas,  causing  the  recusants, 
who  were  sharers,  to  withdraw  their 
▼entures,  and  discourage  the  work. 
4thly,  That  by  this  means  likewise 
he  kept  the  voluntary  forces  from 
Venice,  till  it  was  almost  too  late 
to  succour  them.  5thly,  That  he 
•tickled  hard  for  the  cautionary 
townsy  which  the  late  king  Philip 
called  the  keys  of  the  Low  Countries. 
And,  6thly,  That  the  last,  and  not 
the  least  service  he  did  was,  in  orer- 
throwing  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  royage. 
Mid  pursniuflr  him,  <*  I  need  not  say 
•«  almost  to  death,*'  says  he,  «  if  all 
«  things  hit  right  and  all  strings 
'*  hold."  Further,  that  his  commis- 
sion would  not  let  him  tarry  to  be 
a  spectator  of  his  execution,  **  which 
**  I  desired  the  rather,*'  says  he, 
**  that  by  concession  I  might  have 
**  wrung  from  the  inconsiderate  Eng- 
**  UA  an  acknowledgment  of  my 
**  master's  right  in  those  places, 
**  punishing  him  for  attempting  there, 
**  though  they  might  prescribe  for 
"  the  first  foot.  And  this  I  did  to 
**  stop  their  mouths  hereafter,  and 
*'  because  1  would  quench  the  heat 
"  and  valour  of  that  nation,  that 
**  none  should  dare  hereafter  to  un> 
"  dertake  the  like,  or  be  so  hardy  as 
'*  to  look  out  at  sea,  or  breathe  upon 
**  our  coast :  and  lastly,  because  I 
<*  would  bring  to  ignominious  death 
*'  that  old  pirate,  who  is  one  of  the 
**  last,  now  living,  bred  under  that 
**  English  virago,  and  by  her  fleshed 
'*  in  our  blood  and  ruin.  To  do  this 
"  I  had  many  agents;  first,  divers 
"  courtiers,  who  were  hungry,  and 
**  gaped  wide  for  Spanish  gold ;  se- 
**  condly,  some  who  bare  him  at 
**  heart  for  inveterate  quarrels  ; 
**  thirdly,  some  foreigners,  who  hav^ 
**  ing  in  vain  sought  the  elixir  here- 
'*  tofore,  hope  to  find  it  in  his  head ; 
**  fourthly,  all  men  of  the  Romish 
**  fiuth,  who  are  of  the  Spanish  far- 
'*  tion,  and  would  have  been  my 
"  bk)odhounds  to  hunt  him  or  any 
<<  such  to  death  willing^ :  and 
«  lastly,  I  left  behind  me  such  an  ia- 


**  strument,  con^posed  artSAdaHy,  of 
**  a  secular  understanding  and  a  raJi- 
**  gious  profession,  as  he  ia  every 
*'  way  adapted  to  screw  himself  into 
'*  the  closet  of  the  heart,  and  to 
**  work  upon  feminine  levity,  who 
«  in  that  country  have  masculine 
*<  spirits,  to  command  and  pvirsoe 
<*  their  plots  unto  death.*'  How 
much  soever  this  may  be  caOed  a 
fictitious  speech,  it  is  founded  on 
such  matters  of  fact,  that  Roshworth, 
and  others  of  our  most  sericms  his* 
torians,  have  admitted  the  snbstance 
thereof* as  perfect  history.  The  same 
year  this  pamphlet  was  first  printed, 
there  was  written  another,  called 
Vox  Spiritus,  or  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
Ghost;  being  a  conference  beCifeea 
sir  Gondomar,  his  majesty's  ambas- 
sador of  Spain,  the  friar  confessor, 
and  father  Baldwin  tiie  Jesoit,  at 
Ely  House  in  Holbom,  Nov.  ao, 
1620.  for  so  I  noted  the  true  title 
to  be,  in  a  good  old  MS.  copy  of 
this  conference,  communicated  to  me, 
some  time  past,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Short, 
an  eminent  physician,  at  Sbeflield  ia 
Yorkshire.  It  has  lately  been  printed 
in  Phoenix  Britannicus,  from  another 
goo<1  copy  in  the  library  of  a  very 
worthy  gentleman,  under  the  title  oif 
Prosopopoeia,  or  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
Ghost,  &c.  but  dated  as  though 
written  two  years  later,  which  is  a 
mistake,  as  any  one  would  soon  find 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
those  times.  The  purpose  of  this 
tract  is,  further  to  disclose  Gondo- 
mar's  mischievous  transactions  in 
England ;  as,  how  he  lulled  and  de- 
ceived king  James,  perverted  some 
noblemen  to  the  popish  religion,  and 
corrupted  the  prelacy  to  a  toleratioB 
of  catholics ;  how  the  navy  was  neg- 
lected; what  money  was  expended 
upon  one  survey,  to  know  in  whose 
possession  were  the  abbey-landa ; 
how  much  a  search  cost  of  our  har- 
bours and  havens;  and  how  much 
to  enumerate  the  well-affiected  to 
their  religion  :  till  the  ghost  of  Ra- 
legh rising,  detects  their  devices 
under  these  five  heads,  i.  The  pro- 
pagation  of  the  catholic  religion, 
s.  The  exaltation  of  the  pope's' supre- 
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^^  if  I  did  discharge  some  Spanish  barks  taken,  without 
^^  spoil ;  if  I  did  forbear  all  parts  of  the  Spanish  Indies, 


roacy.  3.  The  glorification  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  4.  The  extenu- 
ation of  the  Low  Country's  glory. 
5.  The  abuse  of  England's  simplicity ; 
and  the  whole,  finally,  to  decry  the 
match  with  the  infanta.  In  i6a2» 
about  Easter,  Gondomar  committed 
a  gross  soledsm  In  politics,  by  suf- 
fering his  ungovernable  passion  so 
to  expose  his  lieger  honour,  by  strik- 
ing William  Litfagow,  the  Scotch 
traveller,  whom  he  bad  long  deceived 
vnth  promises  of  reparation  for  the 
imprisonment,  tortures,  and  robberies 
committed  on  him  by  the  inquisition 
at  Malaga,  as  may  be  read  in  the 
book  of  his  Travels ;  that  the  said 
ambassador  got  his  ears  soundly 
boxed  by  him  before  a  numerous 
crowd  of  noble  witnesses.  **  His 
**  fistula,'*  says  Lithgow,  (meaning, 
I  think,^  his  cane,  though  alluding 
to  his  disease,)  '*  was  contrabanded 
"  by  a  fist;  and  for  victory,  favour 
*'  lent  me  authority."  He  was  im- 
prisoned for  it  nine  weeks  in  the 
Manlialsea;  *'  whence  I  returned,'* 
says  he,  **  with  more  credit,  than  he 
'*  left  England  with  honesty."  In 
June  foUowing,  as  Camden  tells  us, 
Gondomar  was  reported  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  JSpain,  for  so  much  pro- 
moting the  match  ;  and  that  the  in- 
fanta was  to  be  married  to  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany.  Two  years  after, 
came  out  the  second  part  of  Vox  Po- 
puli,  or  Gondomar's  appearing  in 
the  likeness  of  a  Machiavel  in  a  Span- 
ish parliament;  wherein  are  disco- 
vered his  treacherous  and  subtle 
practices  to  the  ruin  as  well  of  Eng- 
land as  the  NeUierlands.  Translate 
out  of  the  Spanish  copy :  printed  at 
Goricum,  4to.  1614.  Dedicated  to 
Frederick  and  Elisabeth,  king  and 
queen  of  Bohemia,  and  Maurice, 
prince  of  Orange,  count  of  Nassau ; 
by  T.  S.  of  V.  alias  Thomas  Scot,  as 
the  late  Thomas  Rawlinson,  esq.  was 
rightly  of  opinion ;  with  pictares  of 
Gondomar,  his  litter,  and  bottomless 
chair,  &c.  *<  Herein,"  sa3rs  the  au- 
thor to  one  of  those  princes,  **yoa 
**  shall  perceive  the  curtain  drawn 
<*  from  before  the  Spaniardy  that  the 
*'  world  may,  for  cartain,  aec  he  is 


'<  not  so  beautiful  as  many  of  oar 
*'  English,  who  so  long  have  doated 
^  on  him,  would  make  him  to  be ; 
<*  nor,  on  the  other  side,  so  terrible 
**  that  your  Dutch  need  fiear  him, 
**  how  grim  soever  be  looks  upon 
**  them."  It  would  be  too  tedious  to 
recite  the  particulars  of  his  deluding 
and  defrauding  the  English  nation 
recorded  in  this  pamphlet;  how  he 
wrested  presents  and  pensions  from 
the  catholics,  no  less  than  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  from  sir  Robert  Cotton's 
friends  and  acquaintance ;  and  finom 
several  ladies  great  sums  of  money, 
to  be  repaid  when  Donna  Maria  u^ 
rived  in  England,  or  to  prefer  them 
at  court  under  her ;  selling  the  place 
of  groomess  of  the  stole  to  six  several 
ladies;  and  many  other  such  like 
profiniDd  acts  of  policy.  But  above 
all,  that  Ms  compassing  the  secret  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh's  voyage,  and 
transmitting  it  to  Spain,  and  pff>- 
curing  his  death,  drew  the  special 
notice  and  thanks  of  Ins  royal  so- 
vereign, as  the  crown  and  mastar- 
piece  of  bis  negociations.  Much  pa- 
per might  be  also  employed  in  repeat- 
ing the  jests,  stories,  and  sayings  of 
this  Gondomar  while  among  ua, 
which  have  been  treasured  up  by 
some  rare  politicians  of  those  times ; 
in  most  of  which  he  was  more  witty 
than  wise,  exposing  in  some  his  nar- 
row spirit  in  matters  of  gratitude; 
and  in  others,  frequently  ridiculing 
the  very  religion  he  professed.  Two 
years  afterwards,  the  court  was 
haunted  with  another  pamphlet,  called 
Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Ghost,  or  Eng- 
land's Forewamer.  Discovering  a 
secret  consultation  newly  holden  In 
the  court  of  Spain.  Together  with 
his  tormenting  of  count  de  Gond»> 
mar;  and  his  stranM  affrigfatoMBt, 
confession,  and  public  recantatiott; 
laying  open  many  treacheries  lor  tiw 
subversion  of  England,  &c.  410. 
Utrecht,  1616;  which  I  sbaU  hare 
say  no  more  of,  having  before  qooitd 
it  in  these  sheeU;  nor  of  anollitr 
book  besides,  called  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
Icgh's  Ghost,  printed  in  8vo.  aevenl 
yean  af^ ;  because  writteo  on  a 
sol^ect  which  oonccma  aot  tiiia  an- 
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"  wherein  I  might  have  taken  twenty  of  their  towns  on  the 
*<  sea-coasts,  and  did  only  follow  the  enterprise  I  undertook 
**  for  Guiana,  where,  without  any  directions  from  me,  a 
*^  Spanish  village  was  burnt,  which  was  new  set  up  within 
**  three  miles  of  the  mine ;  by  your  majesty's  favour,  I  find 
*^  no  reason  why  the  Spanish  Embassador  should  complain 
"  of  me. 

**  If  it  were  lawful  for  the  Spaniards  to  murder  twenty- 
**  six  Englishmen,  tying  them  back  to  back,  and  then  cut- 
**  ting  their  throats,  when  they  had  traded  with  them  a 
**  whole  month,  and  came  to  them  on  the  land  without  so 

much  as  one  sword ;  and  it  may  not  be  lawful  for  your 

majesty's  subjects,  being  charged  first  by  them,  to  repel 
**  force  by  force ;  we  may  justly  say,  O  miserable  English  ! 

*^  If  Parker  and  Mecham  took  Campeachy  and  other 
**  places  in  the  Honduras,  seated  in  the  heart  ef  the  Spanish 
*^  Indies;  burnt  towns,  and  killed  the  Spaniards,  and  had 
*'  nothing  said  unto  them  at  their  return ;  and  myself,  who 
^'  forbore  to  look  into  the  Indies,  because  I  would  not  of- 
^^  fend,  must  be  accused ;  I  may  as  justly  say,  O  miserable 
<'  Ralegh ! 

"  If  I  have  spent  my  poor  estate,  lost  my  son,  suffered  by 
**  sickness  and  otherwise  a  world  of  hardships ;  if  I  have 
"  resisted,  with  manifest  hazard  of  my  life,  the  robberies 
**  and  spoils  with  which  my  companions  would  have  made 
*•  me  rich ;  if  when  I  was  poor,  I  could  have  made  myself 
"  rich ;  if  when  I  had  gotten  my  liberty,  which  all  men 
'*  and  nature  itself  do  much  prize,  I  voluntarily  lost  it ; 
"  if  when  I  was  sure  of  my  life,  I  rendered  it  again ;  if  I 


bMsador.  We  may  refer  Gondo- 
nuir's  disgrace  in  the  Spanish  court, 
with  the  sending  over  of  bis  son  by 
the  king  of  Spain,  a  beggar  of  re- 
ward in  king  Charles's  court,  for  the 
services  of  his  father,  to  the  honour 
of  Spanish  history ;  and  conclude  the 
little,  of  much  that  might  be  here 
said  more  of  him,  in  the  words  of  an 
observant  contemporary;  who,  relat- 
ing how  the  hypocritical  archbishop 
of  Spalato  was  made  away  with  by 
poison,  &c.  adds,  **  That  the  states- 


**  man,  Gondomar,  was  requited  in 
<Mike  sort,  notwithstanding  all  his 
'*  services  for  the  church  c?  Rome, 
*'  his  solidtatiotis  against  sir  Walter 
**  Ralegh,  hit  catechising  of  Spalato, 
"  &c.  For,  by  way  of  gratitode,  he 
**  had,  as  it  reported,  given  him  a 
'<  Spanish  fig,  or  else,  though  ever  a 
"  merry  man,  died  at  last  for  very 
<<  grief."  See  James  Wadsworth's 
further  Observations  of  the  English 
Spanish  Pilgrim,  concerning  Spain, 
4to.  1630,  p.  aS. 
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might  elsewhere  have  sold  my  ship  and  goods,  and  put 
five  or  six  thousand  pounds  in  my  purse,  and  yet  brought 
^'  her  into  England ;  I  beseech  your  majesty  to  believe, 
'^  that  all  this  I  have  done,  because  it  should  not  be  said, 
^^  that  your  majesty  had  given  liberty  and  trust  to  a  man, 
^^  whose  end  was  but  the  recovery  of  his  liberty,  and  who 
"  had  betrayed  your  majesty ^s  trust 

^*  My  mutineers  told  me,  that  if  I  returned  for  England 
^^  I  should  be  undone;  but  I  believed  in  your  majesty^s 
goodness,  more  than  in  all  their  arguments.  Sure,  I  am 
the  first  that  being  free,  and  able  to  enrich  myself,  yet 
'^  hath  embraced  poverty  and  peril ;  and  as  sure  I  am,  that 
my  example  shall  make  me  the  last.  But  your  majesty^s 
wisdom  and  goodness  I  have  made  my  judges ;  who  have 
^^  ever  been,  and  shall  ever  be,  your  majesty^s  most  humble 
"  vassal,  Walter  Ralegh  u.*" 

When  Ralegh  had  settled  his  affairs  in  the  west  of  Eng- 
land, he  began  his  journey  for  London,  pursuant  to  his  first 
resolution ;  but  before  he  came  to  Ashburton,  twenty  miles 
from  Plymouth,  he  was  met  by  sir  Lewis  Stucley,  who 
said,  ^'  he  had  orders  for  arresting  him  and  his  ship.^  Ra- 
legh answered,  ^^  he  had  saved  him  the  labour,  and  done  it 
'^  to  his  hands.""  And  though  at  that  time  Stucley  had  no 
warrant,  as  our  MS.  author  aforesaid  goes  on,  for  such  ar-. 
rest,  either  from  the  king  or  the  lords  of  the  council,  ^'  for 
*^  it  seems  that  his  haste  was  so  great,  and  his  heart  so  set 
upon  some  supposed  purchase,  that  he  could  not  stay  for 
a  warrant '  C"  yet  Ralegh,  being  told  by  him,  that  he  had 
such  a  verbal  commission  from  the  secretary,  did  in  no  wise 
resist  even  that  authority.  So  they  went  back  together 
to  Plymouth,  and  lay  at  sir  Christopher  Harrises  house; 
where  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  so  little  watched,  that  he  was 
sometimes  two  or  three  days  without  seeing  sir  Lewis  Stuc- 
ley. And  Rale^  himself  says,  that  Stucley  left  him  nine 
or  ten  days  to  go  where  he  listed,  while  he  rode  about  the 

"  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  king  Jaracs,     some  manuscript  copiei . 
after  his  return  from  Guiana ;  priuted         *  Captain   King's  Namtif  cb  Ac. 
in  his  Remaaiiay  and  compared  with     MS.  as  before. 
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country  x.  However,  as  we  learn  from  captain  King,  it  did 
at  last  come  into  Rale^'^s  mind  (whether  upon  aome  pri- 
vate advices,  how  insuperably  the  prejudice  of  bis  enemies 
was  working  against  him  ;  or  any  suggestions  of  his  own, 
how  he  might  work  a  reconciliation  more  successfully  Iran 
abroad,  it  is  not  said,  but  contrive  he  did)  to  convey  him« 
self  out  of  the  kingdom.  Therefore,  while  they  were  at 
Plymouth,  he  employed  our  author,  the  said  captain  Cng, 
to  provide  him  a  I^trk  that  would  carry  him  over  into 
Prance.  King  Jameses  Declaration  says,  Ralegh  dealt  for 
a  bark,  as  for  a  friend,  and  proffered  twelve  crowns  for  the 
passage  2:  Stucley  says,  he  dealt  with  two  captains  of 
French  barks »:  the  Declaration  says,  Ralegh  was  then 
under  no  guard,  and  Stucley,  that  he  was  then  under  his 
keeping.  But  leaving  these  inconformities  to  others,  I  here 
follow  captain  King,  who  informs  us,  that  himself  procured 
the  vessel,  which  is  most  likely,  and  that  he  detained  it 
nigh  four  days,  riding  at  anchor  beyond  command  of  die 
fort.  The  first  night,  about  one  of  the  clock,  they  secredy 
t)odk  boat  to  have  gone  aboard,  but  before  they  readied 
the  bark,  Ralegh,  whether  through  some  more  prevailing 
thought  that  mi^t  arise  of  a  generous  reliance  upon  die 
king,  or  a  more  confident  dependance  upon  the  justice  of 
his  cause,  or  for  any  thing  he  left  behind,  or  would  have 
first  left  either  in  writing  or  otherwise,  does  not  yet  appear ; 
but  certain  it  is,  he  dianged  his  resolution,  and  returned  to 
his  lodging  unsuspected  by  any  one.  The  next  day,  he 
sent  money  to  the  master  of  the  bark,  to  retain  him  one 
night  more;  and  yet  Ralegh  never  went  nigh  him  after- 
wards. 

It  has  been  objected,  as  captain  King  goes  on,  (who  does 
not  say  by  whom,  but  I  find  it  in  the  king^s  Declaration^,) 
that  Ral^h  was  obliged  to  return,  because  the  night  was  so 
dark  that  he  couM  not  find  the  vessel :  *^  but  I,*^  says  the 
captain,  <*  who  was  with  him,  will  take  n^y  oath,  that  if  he 

'  Idem,  and  Sir  Walter  Ralegli's         •  Stodey's  Petition  and  Informa- 
Dying  Speech.  tion,  &c.  p.5,  6. 

^  Tlie  Declaration,  p.  41 ,  4s.  *>  King  James's  Declaration,  p.  49, 
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had  been  only  willing  to  have  rowed  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
further,  he  might  have  seen  her.  Besides,  if  that  night 
^^  would  not  have  served,  one  of  the  other  three  would,  the 
^*  wind  being  fair,  and  the  tide  falling  out  conveniently.**^ 

After  this,  says  captain  king,  Studey  received  a  warrant 
to  bring  up  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  but  with  no  more  speed 
than  his  health  would  permit ;  and  he  took  to  his  assistance 
one  Manourie,  a  French  quack,  *<  upon  what  occasion,^ 
says  King,  ^^  I  here  willingly  omit,  as  well  because  I  would 
not  meddle  with  any  instrument  of  state,  as  because  I, 
little  suspecting  what  followed,  was  somewhat  careless  in 
"  the  observance  of  their  carriiage.'" 

In  their  journey,  they  baited  and  lodged  at  divers  gentle- 
men's houses  of  Ralegfa^s  acquaintance  upon  the  road,  from 
some  of  whom  hearing,  more  distinctly  the  nearer  he  ap- 
proached it,  what  a  storm  his  enemies  had  brewed  at  court, 
he  began  to  regret  his  having  neglected  the  opportunity  he 
had  at  Plymouth  of  retiring ;  which  he  discoursed  of  to  his 
lady  and  to  me,  says  captain  King,  who  told  him,  **  he 
**  could  blame  none  but  himself.'"  But  after  that  peremp- 
tory warrant  whicli  a  pursuivant  brought  down  for  the 
speedy  bringing  up  of  his  person,  he  began  again  to  medi- 
tate upon  a  retreat ;  though,  as  he  grew  more  desirous,  it 
grew  more  difficult  Therefore,  when  he  had  made  sudi 
inland  advancement  on  his  journey  as  to  have  no  means  left 
that  would  favour  him  by  water,  **  he  once  more  employed 
^^  me,^  says  captain  King,  *^  who  was  always  ready  to  do 
any  thing  that  might  procure  his  safety ;  being  wdl 
assured  in  my  own  conscience,  though  he  sought  to  absent 
^*  himself  till  the  Spanish  fury  was  over,  yet,  as  he  always 
^*  said.  That  no  misery  should  make  him  disloyal  to  his 
king  or  country.  And  although  Manourie,  in  his  Decla- 
ration, sets  down  that  sir  Walter  Ral^;h  should,  to  him 
in  private,  speak  ill  of  his  majesty ;  yet  I  must  protest 
till  my  last  hour,  that  in  all  the  years  I  followed  fain,  I 
**  never  heard  him  name  his  majesty  but  with  reverence :  I 
^^  am  sorry  the  assertion  of  that  man  should  prevail  so  much 
^*  against  the  dead."" 


it 
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The  particulars  of  captain  King's  employment  for  this 
second  escape  we  shall  respite  a  while,  to  make  way  for 
those,  which,  according  to  the  due  course  of  time,  must  now 
be  recurred  to  out  of  that  Frenchman^  Declaration >  as  cap- 
tain King  calls  it  above,  and  shall  do  it  with  such  justice  as 
not  to  omit  or  disguise  any  of  the  ill  words  against  his  ma- 
jesty, ascribed  to  Ralegh  therein.     But  can  only  do  it  from 
that  which  was  suffered  to  appear  after  Ralegh^s  death,  an- 
nexed to  king  James's  Declaration;  and  thereby  choose 
rather  to   hazard  a  trespass  -  upon  the   patience   of  some 
readers,  who  may  think  it  a  detail  of  improbable,  at  least 
insignificant  objections,  than  incur  the  censure  of  partiality 
from  others  in  omitting  it ;  since  king  James,  and  conse- 
quently his  council,  thought  it  would  pass  for  matter  of 
such  importance,  by  their  making  it  so  great  a  part  of  what 
was  hoped  would  justify  his  proceedings  agcunst  Ral^fa ; 
and  of  such  authority,  as  to  need  no  other  evidence :  not 
that  it  is  there  too  expressively  or  positively  called  Ma- 
nourie's  Declaration,  or  his  confession  or  examination  upon 
oath,  but  by  a  pretty,  light,  pliable  phrase,  it  is  said,  ^*  The 
**  story  himself  reporteth  to  have  passed  in  this  manner.*" 

Upon  Saturday,  the  25th  of  July,  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  sir 
Lewis  Stucley,  and  the  said  M anourie  went  to  lie  at  Mr. 
DrakeX  where  the  letters  of  commission  from  the  privy- 
council  were  brought  to  sir  Lewis  Stucley,  and  that  Ralegh 
hereat  changing  countenance,  exclaimed  with  an  oath,  ^^  Is 

it   possible  my   fortune   should   return   upon    me    thus 

again  ?*"  This  hastening  their  departure,  they  advanced 
on  Sunday  morning  nearer  to  London  about  four  miles, 
and  baited  at  Mr.  Horsey'^s.  That  here  Ralegh  first  caused 
Manourie  to  be  sounded  what  was  in  his  heart,  (suspecting, 
apparently,  that  he  was  designed  as  a  spy  over  him,)  by  his 
old  domestic,  captain  King;  who,  discoursing  Manourie 
upon  Ralegh'*s  calamities,  said,  ^'  I  wish  we  were  all  at 
"  Paris.^  Manourie  answered,  "  I  would  we  were  all  at 
**  London ;  what  should  we  do  at  Paris  ?^  "  Because,**^ 
.said  King,  ^^  as  soon  as  we  come  to  London,  they  will  coni- 
**  mit  sir  Walter  to  the  Tower,  and  cut  off  his  hcad.^    Ma- 
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iiourie  said,  "  he  hoped  better  things,  and  that,  according 
"  to  his  ability,  he  was  ready  to  do  him  all  honest  service.** 
After  dinner  they  set  forward  for  Sherborne;  and  here 
Ralegh  is  said  to  tell  Manourie,  ^^  All  that  was  his,  and 
"  the  king  had  unjustly  taken  it  from  him.*"  Manourie 
and  Ralegh'^s  retinue  lay  in  the  town  that  night ;  but  Ra- 
legh himself,  and  Stucley,  at  old  Mr.  Parham'*s.  On  Mon- 
day they  got  to  Salisbury,  where,  as  Ralegh  was  walking 
on  foot  down  the  hill,  and  had  found,  by  inquiry,  that  Ma- 
nourie had  got  some  physic  about  him,  he  desired  him  to 
prepare  a  vomit  against  morning.  "  For  I  know,'^  said  he, 
(as  he  is  here  represented,  with  a  surprising  faith  already  in 
such  a  man,)  ^'  it  will  be  good  to  evacuate  bad  humours; 
and  by  this  means  I  shall  gain  time  to  work  my  friends, 
order  my  affairs,  and  perhaps  pacify  his  majesty :  other- 
wise, as  soon  as  I  come  to  London,  they  will  have  me  to 
^^  the  Tower,  and  cut  ofi^  my  head,  which  I  cannot  escape 
"  without  counterfeiting  sickness,  which  your  vomits  will 
"  effect  without  suspicion.^  Accordingly  that,  at  Salis- 
bury, he  complained  of  a  dimness  of  sight,  with  a  dizziness 
in  his  head ;  and,  when  he  was  conducted  towards  his  cham- 
ber, that  he  staggered,  and  struck  himself  with  such  vio- 
lence against  a  pillar  in  the  gallery,  as  made  Stucley  think 
he  was  sick  indeed ;  and  in  that  belief,  Manourie  left  him 
for  that  time.  On  Tuesday  morning,  Ralegh  sent  his  lady 
With  the  greatest  number  of  his  servants  forwards  to  Lon- 
don ;  and  now  it  was  he  also  sent  captain  King  thither,  on 
the  expedition  aforesaid,  (whom  we  shall  meet  with  there, 
prepared  for  the  same,  as  soon  as  Manourie  is  brought  to 
an  end  of  this  same  story.)  Then  comes  a  servant  of  Ra- 
legh's into  Stucley's  chamber,  and  declares  his  master  was 
out  of  his  wits,  that  he  left  him  in  his  shirt,  upon  all  four, 
scratching  and  gnawing  the  rushes  on  the  planks.  Stucley 
sent  Manourie,  who  found  him  in  bed ;  and  asking  *^  what 
"  he  ailed  ?*"  he  answered,  ",  Nothing ;  but  that  he  did  it 
"  on  purpose.*"  That  then  Ralegh  asked  for  the  vomit, 
and  took  it  without  any  heatadon.  At  Stucley'^s  entrance, 
that  he  fell  a  raving ;  and,  before  his  vomit  operated,  had 
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such  strong  convulsions  upon  him,  that  Stucley,  and  all  the 
help  he  could  get,  were  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  the 
contraction  of  his  sinews  as  fast  as  the  company  oould  draw 
them  straight,  insomuch  that  Stucley  caused  him  to  be 
chafed  and  fomented,  but  that  Ralegh,  truly,  afterwards 
laughed. at  it  to  Manourie,  and  said,  (such  a  confident  is  he 
now  grown  !)  ^^  he  had  made  Stucley  a  perfect  phjrsician.^ 
In  the  next  place,  Ralegh  must  be  observed  to  take  some 
repose ;  so  Manourie  is  shut  into  the  room  with  him,  and 
having  dissuaded  him  from  a  more  violent  vomit,  because 
his  first  did  not  yet  work,  Ralegh  asked,  if  he  knew  not  cf 
some  preparation  which  would  make  him  look  g^hastly  and 
irkscHne  outwardly,  and  not  affect  the  vitals,  or  make  hin 
inwardly  sick.  After  a  pause,  Manourie  assured  him  be 
oould  furnish  him  with  a  harmless  ointment,  which  wouU 
yet  soon  make  him  all  over  like  a  leper.  *^  Whereby,^'  we 
are  told,  Ralegh  said,  ^^  the  lords  would  be  afraid  to  ap- 
**  proach  him,  and  that  it  would  move  their  pity  besides."" 
Soon  after  he  had  been  thus  anointed  on  the  brows,  arms, 
and  breast,  the  blisters  rose  so  successfully,  and  so  soon 
ripened  to  their  full  discolorations,  that  Stucley,  at  his  next 
visit,  perceiving  Ralegh'*s  body  all  broke  out  in  purple 
spots  with  yellow  heads,  and  the  rest  of  his  skin  so  inflamed 
with  heat,  concluded  he  was  struck  over  with  the  plague, 
and  that  it  was  highly  contagious.  But  asking  Manourie^s 
opinion,  he  truly  concealed  all,  for  that,  as  yet,  he  knew 
nothing  of  Ralegh'*s  intended  flight ;  but  thought  it  was 
only  to  gain  time  to  satisfy  his  majesty.  However,  away 
went  Stucley  to  the  grave  bisliop  Andrews,  then  upon  the 
point  of  his  translation  to  Winchester,  and  soon  made 
known  what  a  frightful  figure  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  be- 
come ;  described  all  the  tokens  upon  him,  and,  in  the  end, 
returned  with  two  doctors,  and  one  bachelor  of  physic. 
All  their  skiU  could  not  enlighten  them  with  one  spark  of 
knowledge  in  the  nature  o{  his  distemper ;  but  they  gave 
their  ofnnion  in  writing,  that  the  patient  could  not  be  re^ 
moved  into  the  air  without  manifest  hazard  of  his  life ;  and 
Manourie  set  his  hand  to  it. 
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Here  Ralegh  is  described  to  haye  been  much  delighted 
that  matters  went  on  so  prosperously,  especially  that  the 
vomit  worked  so  thoroughly  in  the  presence  of  these  learned 
doctors.  But  having  apprehended  they  would  inspect  his 
water,  he  directed  Manourie  to  rub  the  urinal  with  a  certain 
drug,  which  turned  all  to  such  a  dismal  colour,  and  such  a 
disagreeable  scent,  that  if  Heaven  did  not  prescribe,  the  pa* 
tient  must  perish ;  for  nothing  could  the  physicians  do  but 
pronounce  the  disease  mortal.  Further,  that  he  then  made 
Manourie  bind  his  arm  about  with  the  black  silk  riband 
which  he  took  from  his  poniard ;  but  that  not  distempering 
his  pulse  agreeable  to  expectation,  he  had  more  blisters 
raised  the  next  day.  By  this  time  his  physic  having 
opened  his  stomach,  and  made  him  hungry,  he  got  Manourie 
secretly  to  buy  a  leg  of  mutton  and  three  loaves,  which  he 
fed  upon  in  private,  and  by  this  subtilty  was  thought  to 
have  fasted  three  days,  that  is,  to  Friday  the  last  of  July, 
ever  feigning  great  indisposition  and  uneasiness  in  company; 
but  when  alone,  (for  to  get  the  opportunity  of  being  so  was 
the  chief  source  of  all  the  artifice  he  did  here  really  put  in 
practice,)  he  wrote  his  Declaration,  or  Apology,  and  is  said  to  writes  hit 
have  got  Manourie  to  make  him  a  transcript  of  it ;  which  Apology, 
was,  as  the  penman  of  this  story  further  says,  since  pre^ 
sented  to  his  majesty.  But  by  an  expression  of  that  ambi- 
guity and  latitude,  whether  we  are  designed  to  understand 
it  was  before  or  after  Ralegh^s  death  ;  that  penman,  intelli- 
gent enough  in  other  parts  of  Manourie*s  said  story,  and 
the  rest  of  the  king'*s  Declaration,  (for  they  were  both  of 
them  visibly  cast  in  one  mould,)  might  think  it  not  neces- 
sary to  be  so  here.  It  was  surely  a  most  vexatious  strata- 
gem, that  Ralegh  should  unexpectedly  make  such  a  pro- 
voking vindication  of  his  voyage,  and  thereby  defeat  the 
preparations  that  were  making  to  cut  him  off  for  it :  but 
however  it  may,  in  the  opinion  of  posterity,  have  cleared 
his  innocence ;  among  his  contemporaries,  it  could  not  se- 
cure his  safety  ^. 

«  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  Apology  for     lisbed,  that  I  cao  find,  before  t6$o, 
hfn  Voyage  to  Oiiiana  was  not  pub-     and  then  ooramonly  annexed  to  hit 
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The  same  night,  as  the  story  goes  on,  apparently  to  Tsame 
inflammations  beyond  his  own  person,  he  insinuated  to 
Stucley,  that  he  thought  he  had  taken  poison  at  Mr.  Par- 
ham'^s,  for  that  he  was  a  papist,  and  kept  a  priest  in  his 
house;  but  desired,  and  particularly  to  monsieur,  that  it 
might  not  be  spoken  of.  A  while  after,  being  in  his  bed- 
chamber undressed,  and  nobody  present  but  his  friend  Ma- 
nourie,  he  is  said  to  have  taken  a  looking-glass  in  his  hand 
to  admire  his  spotted  face,  and  to  have  merrily  observed  to 
his  said  confident,  ^^  how  they  should  one  day  laugh,  for 

having  thus  cozened  the  king,  council,  physicians,  and 

Spaniards  and  all.^ 

On  the  first  of  August,  being  the  day  that  the  king  ar- 
rived in  his  progress  at  Salisbury,  Ralegh  is  said  to  have 
taken  Manourie  in  private,  and  having  opened  a  red  leather 
trunk,  put  into  his  hand  nine  pieces  of  Spanish  gold,  saying. 

There  is  twenty  crowns  in  pistolets,  which  I  give  you  for 

your  physical  receipts,  and  the  victuals  you  bought  me : 


(( 


« 


(« 
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Select  Essays,  prioted  in  8to.  the 
same  year,  where  it  contains  fifty- 
eight  pages.  But  in  Henry  Hezam's 
Tongue-Combat  between  two  sol- 
diers in  the  Gravesend  Tilt-boat,  4to. 

i633»  P*  75*  &c*  it  is  quoted  as  a 
piece  then  well  known,  in  manu- 
script at  least,  if  not  in  print.  And 
T.  Chaloner  must  have  had  a  know- 
\edge  of  this  Apolog}',  or  of  Ralegh's 
Journal,  when  among  the  verses  pre- 
fixed to  T.  Gage's  Survey  of  the  West 
Indies,  fol.  1648,  he  said, 

**  Renowned  Ralegh  twice  did  uu- 

'<  dertake 
**  With  lalx>ur  great,  and   dangers 

**  not  a  few, 
"  A  true  discovery  of  these  parts  to 

"  make, 
*'  And  thereof  wrote  both  what  he 

**  saw  and  knew." 

This  Apolog)'  was  afterwards  re- 
printed, with  the  Essays  above  men^ 
tioned,  in  1667.  And  again  with  the 
abridgmefit  of  Ralegh's  History  of 
the  World,  8vo.  1700.  But  neither 
of  the  printed  editions  is  so  correct, 
in  names,  places,  numbers,  &c.  a« 


some  manuscripts  in  being  might 
probably  have  rendered  them;  par- 
ticularly one  copy  presented  to  the 
library  of  St.  John's  collqje,  Cam- 
bridge, by  the  learned  and  revemKl 
Mr.  Thomas  Baker;  cootaimofr 
twenty-two  pages  in  a  small  hand, 
folio,  lliis  is  dated  two  days  after 
Ralegh's  deatli,  and  sent  by  way  of 
letter,  from  one  who  had  long  some- 
what inwardly  known  him,  to  a 
friend ;  which  particular  we  ha^-e  not 
in  the  printed  copies ;  but  it  begins 
as  those  in  print  do,  with  these  words : 
"  If  ill  success  of  this  enterprise  of 
*'  mine  had  been  without  example,** 
&c.  lliere  is  also  a  good  old  copy 
or  two  of  tliis  Apology  among  sir 
Hans  Sloane's  MS. '  collectioDS, 
marked,  in  his  library,  A.  271.  and 
B.  521.  Other  manuscripts  tber«  are 
also  of  it  in  other  libraries  of  the 
learned.  As  to  the  character  of  it, 
uo  more  need  he  said  than  in  cap- 
tain King's  words,  where  be  *•*  refer* 
"  those  who  would  he  satisfied  about 
"  this  voyage,  to  an  Apology  written 
"  by  Ralegh  himself,  in  which  he 
**  hath  faithfully  and  truly  set  down,** 
says  he,  '*  all  the  passages  thereof.** 
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"  and  I  will  give  you  fifty  pounds  a  year,  if  you  will  do 
"  what  I  tell  you  :  and  if  sir  Lewis  Stucley  asks  what  con- 
'*  ferencc  you  have  had  with  me,  tell  him  that  you  comfort 
"  me  in  my  adversity,  and  that  I  make  you  no  other  an- 
"  swer  than  what  is  here  written,''  giving  him  a  piece  of 
paper  containing  these  words,  "  Ve  la,  M.  Manourie,  Tac- 
"  ceptance  de  tous  mes  travaux  ;  perte  de  mon  estate,  et  de 
"  mon  fils ;  mes  maladies  et  douleurs :  ve  la,  c''effect  de 
"  ma  confience  au  roy  ^.^  Which  paper,  of  Ralegh'^s  own 
handwriting,  was  afterwards  produced  by  Manourie. 

And  now  Ralegh  is  pretended  to  practise  more  unre- 
servedly still  about  the  escape  with  Manourie,  as  being  al! 
in  his  power  to  aid  him,  and  he  the  only  person  trusted  by 
Stucley.  Whereupon  he  proposes,  that  Ralegh,  at  his 
coming  to  London,  should  lie  perdue  at  a  friend  of  Ma- 
nourie's  in  Shire-Lane,  which  did  not  long  engage  his  ap- 
probation,  for  Ralegh  resolved  otherwise  ;  telling  this  only 
person  trusted  by  Stucley,  (through  an  incredible  profuse- 
ness  of  communication,)  *'^  that  he  had  sent  captain  King 
"  to  hire  him  a  bark  below  Gravesend,  which  would  go 
"  with  all  winds,  and  another  little  boat  to  carry  him  to  it.'' 
Adding,  that  ^*  to  hide  himself  in  London,  he  should  be 
**  always  apprehensive  of  a  discovery  by  the  general  searchers 
^'  that  are  there ;  but  that  to  escape,  he  must  get  leave  to 
^^  go  to  his  own  house,  and  being  there,  he  would  so  handle 
'^  the  matter  as  to  slip  from  Stucley  through  a  back-door 
into  the  boat  with  ease;  for  nobody  would  dream  he 
could  go  on  foot,  seeing  him  so  feeble  as  he  seemed  to  be." 
Then  that  Manourie  should  say,  "  Why  would  you  fly  ? 
your  Apology  and  your  last  Declaration,  do  they  not  suffi- 
ciently justify  you?"  and  that  Ralegh  should  silence  him 


C( 


(« 


if 
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*  As  moch  as  to  say,  "  Behold 
'*  there,  M.  Manourie,  the  fruit  of  all 
<<  ray  toils )  the  Iohs  of  my  fortune 
**  and  of  mvson,  the  sickness  I  have 
*'  endured,  and  the  sorrows  :  behold 
**  there,  the  effect  of  that  faith  I  re- 
'*  posed  in  his  majesty/*  But  be- 
hold where  ? — for  that  ve  la,  or  voilh, 
repeated  as  it  it,  plainly  points  at 


some  more  copious  or  convincing 
evidence  which  accompanied  this  ex- 
pression,  and  more  particularly  de- 
monstrated those  losses  and  afflic- 
tions to  have  been  the  fruit  of  Ra- 
legh's trust  or  faith  in  the  king ;  to 
whidi  these  words  appear  but  a  bare 
direction  ;  and  which  therefore  seems 
here  to  have  been  suppressed. 
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with  I  **  Tell  me  no  more ;  a  man  that  fears,  is  never  se- 
"  core.'' 

In  the  next  place,  Ralegh  is  said  to  have  procured  the 
king'*s  licence  to  be  at  his  own  house  when  he  should  oonie 
to  London ;  and  that  when  Manourie  hereupon  observed, 
his  majesty  seemed  not  inclined  to  take  away  his  life,  since 
he  suffered  him  to  repair  to  his  own  habitaticm  for  the  re^ 
covery  of  his  health ;  that  Ralegh  should  reply,  '^  They 
*^  used  all  these  kinds  of  flatteries  to  the  duke  <^  Biroo,  to 
^^  draw  him  fairly  into  prison,  and  then  they  cut  off  his 
^^  head.^     Adding,  **  I  know  they  have  concluded  among 
^  them,  it  is  expedient  that  a  man  should  die,  to  reassure 
"  the  traffic  which  I  have  broken  with  Spain  .^     There- 
upon, says  our  story,  he  broke  forth  into  the  most  hateful 
and  traitorous  words  against  the  king'*s  own  person,  (but  it 
surprisingly  omits  them  all  to  object  only  his,)  ending  with 
this  improbable  rant,  ^^  that  if  he  could  but  save  himself  for 
*<  this  time,  he  would  plot  such  plots  as  should  make  the 
king  think  himself  happy  to  send  for  him  again,  and  re- 
store him  to  his  estate  with  advantage ;  yea,  and  would 
'^  force  the  king  of  Spain  to  write  into  England  in  his  &- 
"  vour.'' 

Nay,  when  Manourie  (as  we  are  further  persuaded) 
shewed  such  care  and  concern  for  Stucley  as  to  ask,  what 
would  become  of  him,  if  Ralegh  escaped?  whether  he 
would  be  put  to  death,  or  lose  his  office  and  estate  ?  Ral^h 
is  said  to  answer,  ^^  Not  to  death ;  but  he  would  be  impri- 
*^  soned  for  a  while,  yet  his  lands  were  assured  to  his  eldest 
'*  son ;  and  for  the  rest,  it  was  no  part  of  his  care.'*'  Then 
Manourie  asks,  if  it  were  not  treason  in  himself  to  be  aiding 
to  his  escape  ?  *'  No,'*'  answers  Ralegh,  ^^  you  are  a  fo- 
reigner. However,  if  you  pretend  to  know  any  thing, 
they  will  put  you  in  prison.*"  "  But  what  if  I  am  disco- 
*'  vered  to  have  a  hand  in  your  escape  ?^  says  the  other. 
**  Why  follow  me  into  France,  your  own  country,'*'  replies 
Ralegh ;  ^*  quit  all,  and  I  will  make  amends  for  all.'*' 

As  they  travelled,  between  Andover  and  Staines,  Ma- 
nourie, as  this  story  that  is  ascribed  to  him  acknowledges. 
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discovered  Ralegh'^s  intended  escape  to  Studey,  who  thence- 
forth used  extraordinary  diligence  in  guards  and  watches 
upon  him,  which  Ralegh  perceiving,  as  it  is  also  owned, 
nevertheless  trusts  Manourie  with  a  new  proposal  at  Staines, 
in  these  words ;  ^^  I  see  it  is  not  posable  to  escape  by  our 
two  means  alone,  Stucley  is  so  watchful,  and  sets  such 
strict  guard  upon  me,  and  will  be  too  hard  for  us  with  all 
our  cunning ;  therefore  there  is  no  way  but  to  make  him 
^^  of  our  council ;  and  if  we  can  persuade  him  to  let  me  save 
^'  myself,  I  will  give  him  in  hand  the  worth  of  two  hundred 
"  pounds  sterling.*"  Upon  these  words,  he  drew  forth  and 
shewed  Manourie  a  jewel  made  in  the  fashion  of  hail,  pow- 
dered with  diamonds,  having  a  ruby  in  the  middle,  valued 
at  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling;  and  putting  it  into 
his  hands  said,  ^^  Besides  this  jewel,  he  shall  have  fifty 
^^  pounds  in  money :  pray  tell  him  as  much  fnmi  me,  and 
**  persuade  him  to  it ;  I  know  he  will  trust  you/' 

This  overture  being  made  by  Manourie,  Stucley,  after 
some  parley,  sent  back  word  by  him  to  Ralegh,  ^^  that  he 
"  would  accept  of  his  offer,*"  and  bade  him  tell  Ralegh,  "  he 
^^  was  jcoxiient  to  do  as  he  had  desired  ;  but  would  chcx>se 
"  rather  to  go  with  him,  than  tarry  behind  with  shame  and 
"  reproach  :*"  directing  Manourie  further  to  ask,  "  how  this 
"  could  be  done  without  losing  his  office  of  vice-admiral, 
**  which  cost  him  six  hundred  pounds ;  also  to  what  place 
**  they  should  go,  how  they  should  live  afterwards,  and  what 
"  means  he  would  carry  with  him  to  furnish  this  intended 
"  escape  ?""  Ralegh  obviates  all  this  with  praying  him  to  tell 
Stucley,  "  that  if  he  would  swear  unto  him  not  to  discover 
"  him,  he  would  tell  him  his  whole  intent ;  and  that  for  the 
"  first  point,  though  Stucley  were  to  lose  his  office,  he 
"  should  yet  be  no  loser ;  that  as  soon  as  he  was  got  into 
^'  France  or  Holland,  his  wife  was  to  send  him  a  thousand 
"  pounds  ;  and  that  he  should  carry  with  him  only  a  thou- 
**  sand  crowns  in  money  and  jewels  to  serve  at  present.'' 
After  supper,  Ralegh  is  further  represented  so  open,  so 
contrary  to  all  his  former  character,  and  beyond  all  manner 
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of  belief,  as  to  say,  «  O,  if  I  could  escape  without  Sttidey, 
<^  I  should  do  bravely;  but  it  is  no  matter,  I  will  carry 
"  him  along,  and  afterwards  despatch  myself  of  him  well 
**  enough.**  Then  Manourie  having  apprised  Studey  of  all 
that  pasded,  brought  them  together.  Ral^h  shewed  the 
jewel,  and  probably  delivered  it,  for  Stucley  shewed  him- 
self content,  and  it  was  probably  upon  the  acceptance  of  it, 
but  desired  a  little  respite  to  dispose  of  his  office.  Ma- 
nourie, having  thus  seen  the  agreement  made,  took  his  leave 
of  them  for  London,  (the  part  designed  for  him  ending 
here,)  after  having  said  to  Ral^h,  *'  he  did  not  think  of 
<^  seeing  him  again  while  he  was  in  England.^  Ralegh,  at 
parting,  gave  him,  by  a  letter  to  a  person  at  Radford,  an 
iron  furnace,  with  a  distillatory  of  copper  belonging  to  it ; 
and  charged  him  **  to  tell  every  body  he  met,  how  ack  be 
<<  was,  and  that  he  left  him  in  an  extreme  loooenesB  that 
"  very  night'^ 

But  as  Ralegh  had  despatched  captain  King  to  London 
with  instructions  to  be  in  readiness  for  him,  he  kept  moving 
on ;  when  there  fell  out  an  accident  which  gave  him  fresh 
hopes  to  facilitate  his  escape.  For  when  he  came  to  his  inn 
at  Brentford,  he  was  met  by  a  Frenchman,  named  La 
Chesnay,  a  follower  of  Le  Clerc,  agent  from  the  French 
king ;  who  told  Ralegh,  the  said  French  agent  was  very  de- 
urous  to  speak  with  him,  as  soon  as  he  got  to  London, 
about  some  affairs  which  highly  concerned  his  safety.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  next  night  after  Ral^h  was  at  London,  the 
said  Le  Clerc  and  La  Chesnay  came  to  visit  him  at  his 
house;  and  there  Le  Clerc  offered  him  a  French  bark, 
which  he  had  prepared  for  him  to  escape  in  ;  and  withal, 
his  letters  recommendatory,  for  his  safe  conduct  and  recep- 
tion, to  the  governor  of  Calais ;  and  to  send  a  gentleman 
expressly  that  should  attend  and  meet  him  there.  But 
Ralegh  understanding  the  French  bark  not  to  be  so  ready, 
nor  so  fit  as  that  he  had  already  proposed  for  himaetf, 
gave  him  thanks,  and  told  him,  that  he  would  make  use  of 
his  own  bark,  but  for  his  letters,  and  the  rest  of  his  offer. 
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that  he  should  be  beholden  to  him,  because  his  acquaintance 
in  France  was  worn  out  ^.     With  this  passage,  and  a  word 


«  Ralegh  might  say  this  to  get  his 
recommeodatioQ  the  stronger,  but 
indeed  his  fame  was  now  in  high  re- 
quest at  the  French  court.  For  one 
of  the  noblest  scfaolars  in  France, 
Nicholas  Claudius  Fabricins»  lord  of 
Peiresk,  writing,  soon  after,  a  letter 
orer  to  Camden,  concludes  it  with 
these  words;  **  J*ay  eu  un  grand 
**  desplaisir  d'enteudre  le  maurais 
*<  succez  de  la  navigation  de  mj  lord 
"'  Rb\]6  ;  parce  que  c'est  un  person- 
*'  age,  dont  la  valeur  et  le  merite 
"  sont  en  grande  recommendation  : 
"  s'il  se  fait  aucune  relation  de  son 
<<  voyage,  je  seray  bien  aise  de  la 
*'  voir."  Camdeni  Epistol8e,4to.i69i, 
p.  343*  The  original  of  this  letter, 
written  by  the  said  Peireskus  to  Caro< 
deu,  is  preserved  in  the  Cotton  li- 
brary. 

As  for  that  negociation  of  this 
French  agent  witii  sir  Walter  Ralegh 
after  he  arrived  at  London,  to  re- 
move him  from  those  who  thirsted 
after  his  blood,  into  the  protection 
of  a  state  which  better  knew  how  to 
value  his  great  accomplishments,  it 
was  not  so  closely  managed  by  them, 
but  it  took  wind  at  court,  insomuch 
tiiat  Monsieur  de  la  Cliesnaye  was 
brought  to  an  examination  before  the 
lords,  aud  having  confessed  his  being 
employed  by  Le  Clerc  in  the  design 
of  conveying  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to 
France,  he  was,  in  September  follow- 
ing, committed  to  a  justice  of  peace's 
house  in  the  nature  of  a  close  pri- 
soner. Le  Clerc  was  also  cited  to 
appear  before  the  council.  And  here, 
through  those  eternal  peccadillos 
which  are  ever  brambling  the  course 
of  embassies,  arose  a  dispute,  which, 
however  justifiably  it  might  be  main- 
tained by  the  siud  French  ambassa- 
dor, seems  yet  to  hare  added  some 
fuel  to  the  nrt  of  indignation  already 
kindled  against  sir  Walter  Ralegh. 
For  Le  Clerc  declared,  he  would  con- 
tinue dumb  to  all  their  interrogato- 
ries, till  he  should  be  used  with  that 
distinction  which  others,  qualified  as 
he  was,  had  before  been.  Instancing, 
that  sir  W.  Becher,  then  agent  for 
king  James  in  France,  had,  at  an  au- 
dience before  the  council  of  state. 


claimed  the  right,  in  honour  of  his 
representalire  quality,  of  not  pro- 
pounding his  bnaineas  till  the  lords  of 
the  council  should  stand  up  as  he 
did,  and  be  uncovered  as  he  was :  for, 
being  in  that  place  ambassador,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  sit,  and  be  co- 
vered, as  the  counsellors  were  at  the 
time  of  their  audience.  This,  Le 
Clerc  affirmed,  had  been  jrielded  to 
by  the  king  his  master's  counsellore, 
and  therefore  he  challenged  the  like 
respect  from  thei»  lordships.  The 
lords  answered,  that  different  coun- 
tries had  their  different  forms  of 
treaty ;  and  that  the  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  France  was  no  rule  for 
ours  in  England.  But  Le  Clerc  per- 
sisted inflexibly  in  his  right  to  this 
privilege.  Theu  the  lords,  neither  to 
comply  with  his  demand,  nor  con- 
strain  his  resolution,  determined  to 
lay  a«de  all  form  or  ceremony*  by 
retiring,  promiscuously,  into  another 
room,  no  ways  affected  with  the  ob- 
servances of  the  council-chamber,  and 
there  to  discourse  over  his  transac- 
tions in  favour  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
as  a  matter  of  private  and  indifferent 
conversation.  Here  Le  Clerc  made 
many  solemn  protestations  that  he 
knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter ;  till 
at  length,  after  the  confrontment  of 
Le  Chesnay,  and  hb  reconfesaon  of 
their  emplo3rment  for  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's escape,  Le  Clerc  could  no 
longer  face  it  out,  but  confessed  it 
likewise  himself.  King  James  being 
informed  thereof,  Le  Clerc  had  notice 
given  him  by  the  lords  to  forbear  all 
farther  exeroise  of  his  charge,  and 
not  to  appear  at  court,  till  it  should 
be  known,  by  the  return  of  a  mes- 
senger they  had  sent  express  to  France, 
whether  toe  king  his  master  would 
herein  avow  his  minister's  actions. 
This  was  on,  or  not  long  after,  the 
17th  of  September,  soon  after  sir  W. 
Becher  was  confined  to  his  boose  in 
France ;  and  aboot  a  month  after,  a 
despatch  came  over  to  Le  Clerc  with 
particular  charge  to  deliver  it  himself 
into  king  James's  own  hand,  to  try  if 
be  could  by  that  means  reoofer  hfan- 
self  again  at  court.  Away  potted  Le 
Clerc  to  Royslon,  where  tht  king 
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or  two  only  of  Ralegh's  attempt  to  escape,  after  he  came  to 
London,  it  not  being  thought  proper  here  to  expatiate  upon 
the  arts  used  in  betraying  it,  ends  the  tedious  fardel  of  ob- 
jections accumulated  to  render  him  unworthy  of  mercy  in 
the  king's  Declaration,  and  the  story  ascribed  to  die  ob- 
scure Frenchman  aforesaid  in  it,  but  unconfirmed  by  any 
affidavit  or  evidence  upon  oath,  which,  in  other  such  cases, 
have  been  thought  necessary  vouchers :  therefore  how  fiur 
to  be  called  heinous  offences,  acts  of  hostility,  depredations, 
abuses  of  his  charge,  impostures  and  declenaons  of  justice, 
the  reader  may  now  first  give  his  own  judgment,  and  then 
compare  it  with  what  has  been  before  said  of  these  accusa- 
tions by  others  f. 

And  now  comes  on  the  remsdnder  of  captain  King's  nar- 
rative ;  wherein  he  tells  us,  that  from  Salisbury  he  was  sent 


then  was,  and  offering  himself  to  pre- 
vent the  letters,  could  gain  no  admis- 
sion ;  but  being  refen^ed  to  the  lords 
in  waiting,  he  ssid,  he  would  either 
personally,  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions, or  not  at  all,  perform  that  ser- 
vice. So  he  returned  to  London,  and 
from  thence,  in  a  few  days,  or  about 
a  week  before  sir  Walter  Ralegh's 
deadi,  to  France,  with  his  letters  un- 
delivered ;  and  the  revocation  of  the 
English  agent  thereupon  ensued.  See 
Camden's  Annals  of  King  James; 
but  chiefly  Fiuetti  Philoxeuis;  or 
Choice  Observationsof  Sir  John  Fiuet, 
master  of  the  ceremonies  to  the  two 
last  kings,  touching  the  reception, 
precedence,  treatment,  audience, 
punctilios,  and  contests  of  foreign  am- 
bassadors in  England,  8vo.  1656, 
p.  56.  Also,  L'Ambassadeur,  et  ses 
Fonctions,  par  Monsieur  de  Wiquc- 
fort,4to.  1690, torn.  i.  p. 397. where, 
though  he  says,  **  La  cour  de  France 
"  auroit  bien  voulu  maintenir  son 
*<  ministre;"  yet  that  after  monsieur 
Le  Clerc  returned  to  France,  **  il  ne 
*'  fut  pas  fort  consider^  dcpuis  cc 
*'  temps  la."  Such  the  fate  of  unsuc- 
cessful service ! 

''  Upon  the  great  murmurs  and  dis- 
content among  the  people,  which  so 
generally  arose  at  the  putting  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  to  death,  insomucli 
that.  Chough  one  of  Essex's  adversa- 


ries, he  was  pitied  even  by  Essex's 
friends ;  **  King  James,  after  the 
«  mode  of  weak  and  ill-oonsalted 
"  princes,"  says  Osborne,  "  set  forth 
"  a  Declaration  ;  which,  according  to 
«  the  ordinary  success  of  such  apolo- 
'^  gies,  rendered  the  conditioa  of  that 
'*  proceeding  worse  in  the  worid's 
"  opinion."  Anotlier  aatiior  ofaMiT- 
iug,  "  Such  is  the  power  of  eBvy, 
**  and  so  really  criminal  it  is  to  be 
< '  master  of  more  merit  than  such  a 
"  princ«  knew  how  to  value,  and  to 
*'  have  done  services  which  they  cookl 
<'  not  sufficiently  reward,  that  this 
'*  alone  was  Ralegh's  crime ;"  and 
having  observed  that  his  very  ene- 
mies had  acknowledged  the  reason- 
ableness of  his  attempt  at  Guiana, 
with  the  just  measures  he  took  to  pat 
it  in  execution ;  and,  besides  his  per- 
sonal valour  and  public  conduct,  the 
excellence  of  all  the  dispositions  be 
made  for  his  expedition,  concludes, 
(with  regard  to  the  king's  Declara- 
tion,) <*  that  they  had  not  any 
**  thing  to  lay  to  bis  chai^  on  that 
'*  part,  but  what  was  so  evidently 
**  malicious,  and  so  fooliiih  in  the 
**  contrivance  also,  as  made  all  men 
**  ashamed  that  heard  it."  See  the 
Historical  Accouut  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's Voyages  «nd  Adventures,  8vo- 
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before  to  London  to  provide  a  boat,  and  to  lay  her  as  low 
as  Tilbury ;  and  that  he  was  also  advised  to  put  one  Cotte- 
rell  in  trust,  who  had  been  Ralegh^s  servant,  for  the  provi- 
sion of  a  wherry.  As  soon  as  King  came  to  London,  he 
dealt  with  Cotterell,  who  seemed  as  willing  to  do  sir  Walter 
Ralegh  service  as  himself;  but  telling  him  of  one  Hart, 
who  had  been  boatswain  to  the  said  captain^s  ship,  and  had 
a  ketch  of  his  own  ;  with  him  the  captain  therefore  agreed, 
and  gave  him  money  to  get  it  in  readiness,  having  vowed 
secrecy  upon  the  reward  which  the  captain  further  promised 
him.  But  he  had  no  sooner  received  the  thirty  pieces  of 
silver  than  he  betrayed  the  design  to  Mr.  William  Herbert, 
who  as  suddenly  made  it  known ;  but  King  not  suspecting 
any  discovery,  still  fed  Hart  Mrith  money  to  ke^p  the  ketch 
at  Tilbury. 

On  Friday  night,  which  was  the  7th  of  August,  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh  came  to  London  s,  when  captain  King  attended 
on  him  at  his  lodgings,  but  was  told  by  Ralegh  that  he 
could  in  no  wise  get  ready  to  go  off  that  night.  It  seems 
to  be  the  next  day  that  Stucley  got  his  warrant  to  indem- 
nify him  for  any  contract  he  should  enter  into  with  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh,  or  to  authorize  his  compliance  with  any  offer 
he  should  make  him  for  his  escape,  or  in  short,  as  others 
have  not  spared  to  call  it,  a  licence  to  betray  him ;  for 
though  Ralegh  might  now  have  been  secured  in  a  direct 
and  undisguised  manner,  yet  the  glory  was  to  do  it  insi- 
diously, and  under  the  visor  of  friendship  ;  being  not  more 
suitable  to  the  genius  of  predominant  power,  than  necessary 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  give  room  for  so  many  more 
little  circumstances  of  objection  as  might  occur  to  sujq)ly  the 
place  of  one  wanting,  that  should  have  been  capital.  And 
this  night  it  was  tliat  the  French  ambassador  aforesaid 
came  to  Ralegh'^s  house,  and  made  the  proposal  before  re- 
cited.    But  when  captain  King  came  to  him  again  the  same 

(  Camden,  in  his  Annals  of  King  Declarations,  it  is  a  mistake.    H« 

James,  says,  Ralegh  was  brought  to  also  in  the    same  article  confirms 

London  on  the  9th  of  August,  1618 ;  Stncley*s  acceptance  of  the  bribe  to 

btit,  as  1  compute  from  the  king's  escape  with  Ralegh. 
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night,  Ralegh  said  there  was  no  gmng  now  without  Stuclej, 
whom  he  doubted  not  but  he  should  engage  to  go  aloi^ 
with  him,  and  that  the  next  night,  without  failure,  he  would 
meet  the  captain  at  the  Tower  dock.  As  for  Mr.  Herbert, 
aforesaid,  he  was  employed  in  garrowing  sir  Walter  Rc- 
legh^s  house,  as  the  captain  phrases  it,  while  Ralegh,  being 
thus  drawn  out  of  it  by  Stucley,  under  pretence  of  bearing 
him  company,  might  be  the  more  unexpectedly  seized  with 
all  such  private  papers  as  he  should  have  about  him ;  in 
hopes,  no  doubt,  that  by  one  means  or  other,  aometbing 
might  turn  out  to  make  a  charge  of  suffident  weight  against 
him.  But,  in  the  conclusion,  says  our  said  auth<nr,  all  the 
papers  which  were  found,  proved  to  be  no  other  than  what 
might,  without  any  discredit,  have  been  laid  open  to  all  the 
world. 

Captain  King  went,  as  he  further  tells  us,  on  Sunday 
night  to  the  place  appointed  with  two  wharries,  and  or 
Walter  Ralegh  also  came  thither;  having  put  on  a  fidse 
beard,  and  a  hat  with  a  green  hatband.  He  was  aooompa- 
nied  with  sir  Lewis  Stucley,  young  Stucley,  and  his  own 
page.  Then  asking  captain  King,  if  all  things  were  ready  ? 
he  answered,  they  were,  and  that  the  cloak-bag  and  the 
four  pistols  were  in  the  boat.  Stucley  then  saluted  captain 
King,  and  asked,  ^^  whether  thus  far  he  had  not  distin- 
^^  guished  himself  an  honest  man  P^  to  which  King  an- 
swered, **  that  he  hoped  he  would  continue  so.^ 

After  they  entered  the  boats  and  divided  the  pistols,  they 
had  not  rowed  above  twenty  strokes  before  the  watermen 
told  them,  that  Mr.  Herbert  had  lately  taken  boat,  and 
made  as  if  he  would  have  gone  through  bridge,  but  re- 
turned down  the  river  after  them.  This  raised  some  i^ 
prehension  in  Ralq;h,  but,  upon  Stucley'^s  encouragement, 
they  rowed  on ;  yet  Ralegh,  not  well  satisfied,  called  cap- 
tain King  near  to  him,  who  was  in  the  other  boat  with 
young  Stucley  and  Hart,  and  intimated,  that  he  could  not 
go  forward  unless  he  was  sure  of  the  watermen,  whom  he 
then  also  spake  to,  asking,  whether,  if  any  should  come  to 
arrest  them  in  the  king^s  name,  they  would  row  forwards  or 
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return  ?  At  this,  the  grei^t  boobies  were  so  frightened  that 
they  cried,  and  answered,  they  knew  nobody  there  but  ci^ 
tain  King,  who  had  hired  them  to  Gravesend ;  and  that 
they  neither  dared  nor  would  go  any  further.  Ralegh 
said,  that  a  brabbUng  matter  with  the  Spanish  ambassador 
was  the  cause  that  of  necessity  he  must  go  to  Tilbury,  to 
embark  for  the  Low  Countries;  and  that  he  would  give 
them  ten  pieces  of  gold  fcnr  their  pains. 

Then  began  Stucley^s  part,  curong  and  damning  himself 
that  he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  venture  his  life  and 
fortune  with  a  man  so  full  of  doubts  and  fears.  He  swcxre 
that  if  the  watermen  would  not  row  on,  he  would  kill  them ; 
and  persuaded  Ralegh  that  there  was  no  such  danger  as  he 
suspected;  of  which  opinion  captain  King  also  still  was. 
Thus  the  time  passed,  till  they  drew  near  Greenwich,  when 
a  wherry  crossed  them,  which  Ralegh  said  came  to  disco- 
ver them.  King  sought  to  dissuade  him  from  this  suppodU 
tion,  and  told  him,  that  if  they  could  but  r^ach  Gravesend, 
he  would  hazard  his  life  to  get  to  Tilbury.  These  delays 
spent  the  tide,  and  the  watermen  said,  it  was  impossible  to 
get  to  Gravesend  before  morning.  Hereupon  Ralegh  would 
have  landed  at  Purfleet,  and  Hart  would  have  possessed 
him,  that,  though  it  was  night,  he  could  procure  him  hcnrses 
to  Tilbury.  Stucley  appeared  very  zealous  for  this  propo* 
sal,  and  said,  that  upon  that  condition  he  could  be  content 
to  carry  the  cloak-bag  on  his  own  shoulders  half  a  mile ; 
but  King  told  him,  that  if  they  could  not  go  by  water,  it 
was  impossible,  at  that  time  of  night,  to  get  horses  to  go  by 
land. 

By  this  time  they  had  rowed  as  far  as  Woolwich,  or 
rather  about  a  mile  beyond,  which  might  be  to  a  reach 
called  the  Gallions,  near  Plumstead.  Here,  approaching 
two  or  three  ketches.  Hart  began  to  doubt  whether  any 
one  of  them  was  his.  Upon  this,  Ralegh  concluded  they 
were  all  betrayed,  and  bid  the  watermen  turn  back,  hoping 
to  have  got  to  his  own  house  before  morning ;  and  began 
to  examine  Hart  very  strictly;  who  pretended  he  had 
given  his  men  express  charge  not  to  stir  from  Tilbury  till 
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he  came  down ;  but  this  would  not  induce  Rale^  to  pio- 
ceed.     Before  they  had  rowed  back  a  furlong,  they  espied 
another  wherry,  and  hailing  her,  they  said  they  were  for  the 
king.     Ralegh  perceiving  they  were  some  of  Mr.  Herbert's 
crew,  proposed  to  Stucley,  seeing  they  were  discovered,  and 
in  respect  to  his  safety,  that  he  might  remain  still  in  his  cus- 
tody ;  and  that  Stucley  should  openly  declare  to  the  water- 
men he  was  his  prisoner ;  which  he  did.    Here  Stucley  and 
he  fell  into  private  discourse,  contriving  how  Ralegh  might 
reach  his  house  ;  and  how  Stucley  might  save  himself  harm- 
less by  saying,  that  he  only  pretended  to  go  along  with  Ra- 
legh in  order  to  discover  his  intentions,  and  seize  upon  his 
private  papers.     Then  they  whispered  some  time  together, 
and  Ralegh  taking  some  things  out  of  his  pockets,  (whether 
more  rubies  powdered  with  diamonds,  our  author  does  not 
say,)  and  gave  them  to  Stucley,  who  all  this  while  not  ooJy 
hugged  and  embraced  him,  as  it  seemed  with  the  greatest 
tenderness,  but   made   the   utmost   protestations   of  love, 
friendship,  and  fidelity.     When   they  were  got   back  to 
Greenwich,  Stucley  said,  that  he  durst  not  carry  Ral^;h  to 
his  house,  but  persuaded  him  to  land,  which  they  did  ;  the 
other  strange  boat  landing  at  the  same  time,  in  which  the 
men,  they  perceived,  belonged  to  Mr.  W.  Herbert  and  sir 
William  St.  John,  the  same  who  had  made  good  profit  of 
Ralegh  before,  as  we  have  read.     Upon  Greenwich  bridge, 
Stucley  told  captain  King,  it  would  be  for  sir  Walters 
good,  that  he  should  pretend  he  was  consenting  with  him  to 
betray  his  master.     King,  not  able  to  fathom  the  depth  of 
this  policy,  as  he  tells  us,  refused  it,  thinking  he  should 
not  only  thereby  belie  his  own  conscience,  but  make  himself 
odious  to   the  world ;  therefore,   though    Ralegh  himself 
made  some  motion  of  it  to  him,  he  could  not,  how  service- 
able  soever  it  might  prove,  be  guilty  of  so  much  insincerity 
towards  him.     Then  Stucley  arrested  the  captain  in  his 
majesty ''s  name,  and  committed  him  to  the  charge  of  two  of 
Mr.  Herberts  men.     After  this,  they  all  went  to  a  tavern, 
and  by  the  way,  captain  King  heard  Ralegh  say,  *<  Sir 
**  Lewis,  these  actions  will  not  turn  out  to  your  credit."*^ 
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Ralegh  was  kept  apart  from  King  till  morning,  when  as 
they  entered  into  the  Tower,  Ralegh  said  to  him,  "  Stuc- 
"  ley  and  Cotterell  have  betrayed  me  ;^  adding,  "  for  your 
"  part,  you  need  be  in  fear  of  no  danger,  but  as  for  me,  it 
"  is  I  am  the  mark  that  is  shot  at.*"  Then  captain  King, 
being  forced  to  take  his  l^ave,  left  Ralegh  "  to  his  tuition, 
"  with  whom  I  do  not  doubt,**"*  says  he,  "  but  his  soul 
"  restcth."'     And  so  concludes  his  narrative. 

Here  the  curious  reader  would  probably  be  willing  to 
know  what  Stucley  had  to  say  for  himself  upon  this  busi- 
ness; and  this  I  have  also  some  opportunity  of  relating 
from  the  tract  he  published  after  Ralegh'*s  death  in  his  own 
defence;  which  though,  for  its  author^s  behaviour  afore- 
said, it  has  been  so  much  disregarded,  that  of  all  the  histo- 
rians, general  and  particular,  who  have  written  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  and  some  few  of  them,  whose  characters  are  pretty 
well  known,  to  his  disparagement;  I  never  met  with  one 
who  has  shewn  it  so  much  credit  as  to  quote  it :  yet,  as  I 
have  found  some  few  passages  not  altogether  useless  in  ex- 
plaining other  parts  of  this  life,  so  those,  which  concern  this 
part,  I  have  thought  proper  more  particularly  here  to  in- 
sert, in  observance  to  a  good  biographical  maxim,  which 
enjoins  us,  as  far  as  the  parts  they  bear  in  our  narrative  will 
permit,  to  shew  a  due  respect  to  the  characters  of  all  men, 
and  consequently  not,  in  favour  of  any,  to  prostitute  our 
own. 

In  this  tract,  which  is  properly  enough  addressed  to  the 
king,  one  of  the  earliest  motives  to  revenge,  in  that  poor  «n- 
struvient  of  statCy  as  Stucley  no  less  properly  calls  him- 
self against  Ralegh,  appears  to  be  a  pretence,  that  Ralegh 
had  abridged  Stucley ""s  father  of  an  incredible  dividend  in  a 
prize  many  years  before  taken  at  sea  h,  whereof  a  more  par- 
ticular account  has  been  before  given  in  its  proper  place ;  as 
the  last  motive  will  appear  to  be  what  Ralegh  said  of  this 

^  To  the  king's  most  excellent  ma-  mitted  to  him  for  the  bringing  np  of 
jcsty,  The  humble  petition  and  in-  sir  Walter  Ralegh,   and   the  scan- 
formation  of  sir  Lewis  Stucley,  knt.  daloos  asperuons  cast  upon  him  ibr 
vice-admiral  of  Devon,  touchmg  his  the  same.  4to.  1618.  p.  8. 
own  beharioar  in  the  charge  com- 
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Stucley  in  his  Dying  Speech.  But  the  arguments  Studey 
makes  use  of  for  having  betrayed  him,  are  drawn  first  from 
Kalegh'^s  having  pretended  to  be  poisoned  at  sir  £dward 
Parham'^s  house,  who  was  Stucley''s  kinsman.  For  he  re- 
ports Ralegh  to  have  said,  ^^  Though  the  gentleman  would 
**  not  hurt  me,  yet  there  might  be  priests  that  did  it :  for  I 
^^  remember,  after  my  moming^s  draught  of  a  cup  of  ale, 
^^  which  sir  Edward  Parham  offered  me  in  the  hall,  I  felt 
^^  presently  a  kind  of  excoriation  in  my  bowels,  as  if  some  Je- 
"  suit  had  been  the  butler.*"  "  Now,*^  says  Stucley,  **  when 
^^  I  saw  the  pustules  break  out  upon  him  at  Salisbury,  my 
^*  compassion,  I  confess,  was  too  credulous  to  report  it." 
But  that  being  thus  deceived  himself,  and  thereby  wronging 
his  kinsman,  it  moved  his  indignation  against  Ralegh  for 
abusing  both  :  so  that  in  short,  he  drew  Ralegh  to  his  de- 
struction by  a  he,  because  he  had  induced  Stucley  to  asperse 
his  kinsman  with  one.  And  though  divinity  would  not,  as 
Stucley  owns,  yet  reason  of  state  would  hold  it  lawful  to  he 
for  the  discovery  of  treason,  in  service  to  the  commonwealth. 
Then  he  endeavours  to  reconcile  himself  to  the  common- 
wealth, by  answering  the  objection  of  his  being  so  instru- 
mental to  the  depriving  it  of  so  sufficient  a  member  as  had 
not  left  his  equal  behind  him,  in  these  words:  ^*  No  man  de^ 
^<  nies  but  he  had  many  sufficiencies  in  him  ;  but  what  were 
**  these  but  so  many  weapons  of  practice  and  danger  agsunst 
"  the  state,  if  he  escaped  ?  being  so  deeply  tainted  in  so 
^^  many  points  of  discontent,  dishonesty,  and  disloyalty. 
"  He  knew,  as  he  had  written,  that  as  in  nature,  so  in 
policy,  a  privatione  ad  habitum  not  Jit  regression  And 
therefore  being  desperate  of  any  fortune  here,  agreeable 
^^  to  the  height  of  his  mind,  who  can  doubt  but  he  would 
"  have  made  up  his  fortune  elsewhere,  upon  any  terms 
"  against  his  sovereign  and  country » ?*"  In  another  place, 
which  relates  to  Ralegh's  last  endeavours  of  escaping,  he 
tells  the  king,  "  On  the  Saturday  when  I  received  your 
**  majesty's  commission  by  my  cousin  Herbert,  I  received 

'  Ibid.  p.  14,  15. 
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also  intelligence  by  him,  that  at  that  instant  Ralegh  was 
*^  flying  from  my  custody  without  my  privity,  not  having,  as 
yet,  made  him  any  semblance  of  condescent  ^  ;  so  that  I 
almost  came  upon  him  unawares,  even  as  he  was  putting 
on  his  false  beard,  and  other  disguisements ;  which  de- 
*^  clares  he  did  still  distrust  your  goodness,  doubtless  out  of 
^^  the  conscience  of  his  guiltiness,  whatever  he  writ  or  said 
^^  to  the  contrary.  And  is  it  any  marvel  then,  that  he  was 
^^  angry  with  me  at  his  death  for  bringing  him  back  ?  Be- 
^*  sides,  being  a  man,  as  he  was  thought,  of  so  great  a  wit, 
^*  it  was  no  small  grief  that  a  man  of  so  mean  wit  as  I 
*^  should  be  thought  to  go  beyond  him.  Yea,  but  you 
should  not  have  used  such  craft  to  go  beyond  him.  No  ? 
Sic  ars  delvditur  arte.  Neqae  enim  lex  JusHar  uUa  est 
quam  neds  artifices  arte  perire  sua.  But  why  did  you 
not  execute  your  commission  bravely  to  his  appr^ension 
on  him  in  his  house  P  why  ?  my  commission  was  to  the 
<^  contrary,  to  discover  his  pretensions,  and  to  seize  his  se- 
^*  cret  papers,  &c.  And  can  any  honest  subject  question 
<^  my  honesty  in  the  performance  of  such  a  commission, 
^^  which  tended  to  discover  the  secret  intentions  of  an  ill- 
aflected  heart  to  my  sovereign  ?  How  can  any  dislike  this 
in  me,  and  not  bewray  his  own  dishonest  heart  unto  the 
state  ?  Yea,  but  though  another  might  have  done  this, 
yet  how  might  you  do  it,  being  his  kinsman  and  his 
**  friend  ?  Surely  if  I  had  been  so,  yet  in  a  public  employ- 
ment and  trust  laid  upon  me,  I  was  not  to  refuse  it,  much 
less  to  prefer  private  kindness  and  amity  before  my  pub- 
lic duty  and  loyalty  :  for  what  did  I  know  the  dangerous 
consequence  of  these  matters  which  were  to  be  discovered? 
or  who  knows  them  yet,  of  those  that  make  themselves 
my  competent  judges  ?  But  if  there  were  no  kindred  or 
'^  amity  between  us,  as  I  avow  there  never  was,  what  bond 
^^  then  might  tie  me  to  him,  but  the  tie  of  compassion  to 
^^  his  miseries  ?  which  was  in  my  sovereign's  heart  to  distri- 

^  Maoourie's  story,  as  before,  legli  to  London,  to  bare  made  aome 
somewhat  diacredita  this  of  Stndey's,  lemblance  of  condesceDt  wben  the 
wbo  seema,  before  lie  came  with  lU-     jewel  waa  ofliered  him. 
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*^  biite,  when  he  saw  time,  that  did  command  me,  and  not 
"  in  the  dispensation  of  me,  nor  of  any  other  instrument's 
**  power  that  is  to  be  commanded  K"^  These  are  his  argu- 
ments; and  he  concludes  his  pamphlet  with  making  two 
humble  petitions  to  his  most  excellent  majesty ;  "  First, 
**  seeing  that  I,  your  poor  loyal  subject,  am  burdened  and 
oppressed  with  the  testimony  of  a  bitter  enemy,  of  a  per- 
jured and  condemned  man,  against  all  reason,  conscience, 
and  law;  that  I  may  have  your  majesty's  leave,  to  the 
"  confirmation  of  the  truth,  which  I  have  avowed  to  be 
^^  sufficient;  to  receive  the  sacrament  upon  it  in  your  ma- 
*^  jesty'^s  chapel."*^  But  if  he  did  receive  the  sacrament,  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  (for  this  seems  to  be  the 
meaning  of  his  words,  if  they  have,  or  were  intended  to 
have  any,)  how  that  would  justify  the  falsehood  of  his  ac- 
tions; and  how  his  taking  of  the  sacrament  would  be  of 
any  credit  to  him,  who  has  owned,  that  divinity  would 
not  hold  his  practices  lawful ;  or  how  clear  him  for  the  vio- 
lation of  that  trust  and  fidelity  he  had  before  taken  the  sa- 
crament, as  we  shall  hear  presently,  to  maintain,  he  was  not 
thought  casuist,  or  even  instrument  of  state  enough  to  re- 
solve :  the  last  petition  is,  ^^  That  his  majesty  would  be  so 
*^  gracious  as  to  suffer  a  declaration  to  come  forth  from  the 
"  state,  for  the  clearing  of  these  matters,  and  further  satis- 
"  faction  of  the  world  ;^  which  plainly  discovers,  that  this 
pamphlet,  sent  out  under  the  name  of  this  instrument,  was 
a  mere  concerted  preparative  to  the  said  declaration  which 
so  observantly  followed  it ;  like  a  fomentation  to  supple  the 
minds  of  the  uneasy  people,  that  the  sovereign  unguent 
might  enter  more  effectually.  But  how  little  satisfaction 
the  said  declaration  gave,  we  have  already  noted :  and  for 
Stucley'^s  performance,  it  made  not  so  much  as  himself  easy; 
being,  in  his  own  opinion,  so  insufficient  to  deface  the  black 
and  odious  stains  of  his  conduct,  that  he  was  forced  to  write 
an  Apology  besides;  and  that  was  so  little  regarded,  as 
never  to  have  been  thought  worthy  of  the  press.     Whether 

'  Studcy's  Petition  and  luformatiou,  &c.  p.  7.  &c. 
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his  life  was  more  successful  than  his  writings,  and  how  it 
fared  with  him  after  this  piece  of  court-service,  may  be 
gathered  from  several  authors.  Some  historical  compurga- 
tors of  this  reign,  and  consequently  no  friends  to  Ralegh'^s 
memory,  yet  own  that  Stucley's  destiny  was  suitable  to  his 
dealings,  being  afterwards  hanged,  say  they,  for  clipping  of 
gold  "".  But  those  who  had  better  intelligence,  and  knew 
the  truth  more  particularly,  have  delivered  it  more  per- 
fectly; where  they  affirm,  **That  Stucley  having,  for  a 
^'  bag  of  money,  falsified  his  faith,  which  he  had  confirmed 
"  by  the  tie  of  the  holy  sacrament,  he  was,  before  the  year 
^^  came  about,  caught  clipping  the  same  coin,  in  the  king^s 
'^  own  house  at  Whitehall,  which  he  had  received  as  the  re- 
^^  ward  of  his  perfidiousness ;  for  which  being  condemned 
^^  to  be  hanged,  he  was  driven  to  sell  himself  to  his  shirt,  to 
purchase  his  pardon  of  two  knights;  then  (to  avoid 
the  sight  and  scorn  of  mankind)  withdrew  himself  to  a 
^^  little  island  in  the  Severn  sea,  called  the  Isle  of  Lundy, 
"  and  there  died,  a  poor  distracted  beggar  "  ;*"  which,  as  we 
find  it  elsewhere  sufficiently  confirmed,  was  in  less  than  two 
years  after  Ralegh'^s  death*'.  Thus  horribly  did  the  de- 
ceiver'^s  reward  prove  his  punishment ;  and  thus  we  leave 
this  notable  monument  of  improsperous  treachery. 

Ralegh,  as  we  before  mentioned,  was  now  prisoner  again  Put  into 
in  the  Tower  of  London,  being  brought  thither  on  Mon-  **^*  '^<*'^*^' 
day  morning  the  10th  of  August.  About  two  or  three  days 
after,  a  committee  was  selected  to  examine  into  the  afore- 
said escape,  it  being  a  matter  luckily  capable,  and  highly 
necessary  to  be  enlarged  ufion,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
sure of  accusation.  Such  a  premeditated  flight  was  there- 
fore declaimed  against  as  berime  so  heavy  and  so  heinous, 
such  a  disdain  or  despair  of  his  majesty'^s  mercy,  as  was 
greatly  to  be  expected  could  never  obtain  his  forgiveness. 

"■  Aulicus  Coqninarix,  8vo.  p.  94.  mi^rableendof  tbatfnithlesskoigbt, 

And    Franklaud's   Auuals   of  Kiiijjf  where   he    ?ays,    **  That   sir    Lewis 

JameH  and  King  Charles  I.  fol.  16S1.  **  Stnclcy,    who    had    betrayed    sir 

p.  32.  &c.  '  **  Waher  Ralegh,  died  in  a  manner 

■  Howcrs  [otters,  vol.  2.  p.  372.  **  niad,nn  the  29tb  of  August,  1620." 

*  Camden  very  well  agrees  in  this  Anuals  of  King  James. 
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Then  again,  fcH*  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  alienate  himself  thus 
from  his  native  country  by  means  of  a  foreign  power,  was 
stretched  out  to  the  idea  of  a  separation  as  horrid  as  the 
breach  of  some  huge  rock  or  promontory  from  the  main 
land,  when  its  foundation  was  sapped  and  washed  away  by 
undermining  waves. 

The  arguments  Ralegh  now  returned  to  extenuate  this 
mighty  transgression,  having  been  by  no  author  transmitted 
to  us,  it  is  not  impossible  but  they  were  with  the  rest  of  his 
justification  before  those  commissioners,  during  the  time  of 
this  his  last  imprisonment,  industriously  stifled.  There  is, 
notwithstanding,  one  of  his  own  letters  on  this  subject  de- 
scended, by  means  of  the  press,  to  us.  It  is  directed,  by 
the  error  of  the  editor  it  seems,  to  the  duke,  though  as  yet 
no  more  than  marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  dated  the  14th 
of  October.  ^^  Herein,^  says  Ralegh,  with  relation  to  his  late 
attempted  escape,  ^^  that  which  doth  comfort  my  soul  in 
*^  this  offence  is,  that  even  in  the  offence  itself,  I  had  no 
^^  other  intent  than  his  majesty^s  service,  and  to  make  his 
*^  majesty  know  that  my  late  enterprise  was  grounded  upon 
^^  a  truth,  and  which  with  one  ship  speedily  set  out,  I  meant 
^'  to  have  assured  or  to  have  died ;  being  resolved,  as  it  is 
**  well  known,  to  have  done  it  from  Plymouth,  had  I  not 
been  restrained.  Hereby  I  hoped,  not  only  to  recover 
his  majesty^s  gracious  opinion,  but  have  destroyed  all 
those  malignant  reports  which  had  been  spread  of  me. 
^^  That  this  is  true,  that  gentleman  whom  I  so  much  trusted, 
my  keeper,  and  to  whom  I  opened  my  heart,  cannot  but 
testify ;  and  wherein,  if  I  cannot  be  believed  living,  my 
'^  death  shall  witness.  Yea,  that  gentleman  cannot  but 
"  avow  it,  that  when  we  came  back  towards  London,  I  de- 
^^  sired  to  save  no  other  treasure  than  the  exact  description 
^'  of  those  places  in  the  Indies.  That  I  meant  to  go  hence 
"  as  a  discontented  man,  God,  I  trust,  and  my  own  actions, 
^^  will  dissuade  his  majesty ;  whom  neither  the  loss  of  my 
estate,  thirteen  years^  imprisonment,  and  the  denial  of  my 
pardon,  could  beat  from  his  service :  nor  had  the  opinion 
of  being  counted  a  fool,  or  rather  distract,  by  returning 
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^*  as  I  did,  balanced  with  my  love  to  his  majesty^s  person 
^^  and  estate,  any  place  at  all  in  my  heart. 

"  It  was  that  last  severe  letter  fipom  the  lords  for  the 
^'  speedy  bringing  of  me  up,  and  the  impatience  of  dim 
*'^  honour,  that  first  put  me  in  fear  of  my  life,  or  enjoying  it 
"  in  a  perpetual  imprisonment,  never  to  recover  my  reputa- 
'^  tion  lost,  which  strengthened  me  in  my  late,  and  too  late 
'^  lamented  resolution,  if  his  majesty ^s  mercy  do  not  abound ; 
*'  if  his  majesty  do  not  pity  my  age,  and  scorn  to  take  the 
*^  extremest  and  utmost  advantage  of  my  errors ;  if  his  ma- 
jesty, in  his  charity,  do  not  make  a  difference  between  of- 
fences proceeding  from  a  life-saving  natural  impulsion, 
^^  without  all  ill  intent,  and  those  of  an  ill  heart;  and  that 
^^  your  lordship,  remarkable  in  the  world  for  the  nobleness 
^^  of  your  disposition,  do  not  vouchsafe  to  become  my  inter- 
cessor; whereby  your  lordship  shall  bind  an  hundred 
gentlemen  of  my  kindred  to  honour  your  memory,  and 
bind  me,  for  all  the  time  of  that  life  which  your  lordship 
shall  beg  for  me,  to  pray  to  Grod  that  you  may  ever  pros- 
per ;  and  overbind  me  to  remain  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant, W.  Ralegh  P."" 
Though  all  other  events  and  motions  in  this  expedition 
were  now  also  racked  and   tentered   by  his  adversaries; 
though  the  commissioners   (who  were  perhaps  the  same 
mentioned  in  a  kind  of  oblique  manner  at  the  end  of  the 
king^s   Declaration,  as   witnesses  thereof)  came  now  con- 
stantly to  the  Tower,  to  pick  out  or  catch  hold  of  any  thing 
that  might  contribute  some  plausible  matter  to  condemn 
him ;  yet  after  the  examinations,  reexaminations,  and  con- 
frontments  of  the  most  discontented  persons  in  the  late 
voyage,  none  of  all  the  deposftions  upon  oath,  that  are  pre- 
tended to  have  been  taken,  or  were  really  wormed  out  of 
them,  were  ever  thought  so  material  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners, as  to  have  been  distinctly  brought  to  light,  either  in 
that  Declaration  or  elsewhere,  against  sir  Walter  Ralegh. 
Much  less  may  we  expect  to  meet  with  any  of  the  argu- 

p  See  the  Cabala;  or  Mysteries  of     to  king  James  and  king  Charles,  &c. 
State,  in  letters  of  the  great  ministers     4to.  1654.  p.  309. 
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nients  urged  by  himself  in  his  own  defence  during  this  in- 
quisition, or  close  and  private  manner  of  sifting^  him  from 
so  many  quarters.     And  yet,  if  they  bad  been  fairly  pre- 
sented to  the  public,  it  is  not  thought  they  could  have  given 
the  world  greater  satisfaction,  or  have  cleared  him  better 
than  what  he  had  just  before  vrritten,  both  in  his  letter  to 
the  lord  Carew  and  at  the  end  of  his  Apology,  to  prove  the 
authority  he  had  for  the  late  action  at  Guiana,  the  integrity 
of  his  conduct  in  it,  with  tlie  reason  and  necessity  thereof. 
Wherein  it  appears,  he  absolutely  depended  on  the  honour 
of  king  James  to  continue  now,  as  he  had  begun,  the  main- 
tenance of  his  right  to  that  country  which  Ralegh  had  law- 
fully possessed  for  the  crown ;  at  least,  so  far,  as  not  to  re- 
nounce or  circumvent  his  own  commission :  otherwise,  how 
well  he  knew  that  if  he  made  the  least  opposition  to  any  re- 
sistance of  his  attempt,  he  was  liable  to  be  pursued  as  an 
invader ;  or,  if  he  returned  with  any  gold,  to  be  persecuted 
as  a  plunderer  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  if  he  did  neither, 
that  he  was  still  no  less  liable  to  be  accused  as  an  impostor 
by  his  co-adventurers.     But  in  this  latter  respect,  all  su^- 
cion  was  clearly  removed,  even  from  those  who  by  their 
losses  in  this  voyage  would  have  been  most  readily  prompted 
to  make  such  reproach,  when  they  found  Ralegh    prove 
himself  as  in  these  writings,  to  the  face  of  mankind,  such  a 
far  greater  loser  than  any  of  the  rest  hereby,  as  was  before 
observed :  and  as  for  the  other  two  objections,  Ralegh  has 
also  made  it  no  less  amply  evident  in  the  same  pieces,  how 
glaringly  he  must  appear  to  the  world,  a  mere  premeditated 
or  designed  sacrifice  to  one  of  them,  if  king  James  should 
mum  his  sovereignly  of  its  title  to  Guiana,  or   now  dis- 
clumed  the  undertaking   there  wliich  he  had  before  au- 
thorized.    For  tlierein  he  has  shewed,  that  his  majesty  was 
well  resolved  of  his  right  in  those  parts  bordering  the  Ore- 
noque  to  the  south,  as  far  as  the  Amazons,  by  having  for- 
merly given  the  English  leave  to  plant  and  inhabit  there ; 
and  that  his  own  proposal  to  go  thither  was  not  accounted 
of  as  what  would  endanger  tlie  })eace,  even  by  the  Spanish 
ambassador,  who  pretended  it  to  be  needless  that  Ralegh 
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should  carry  such  strength  with  him,  if  he  intended  no 
other  enterprise,  for  that  he  should  work  any  mine  there 
without  disturbance ;  but  had  a  good  reason  returned  by 
Ralegh  for  that  strength,  from  the  example  of  sir  Jc^n 
Hawkins.     Further  shewing,  that  for  the  Spaniards  to  set 
up  a  town  upon  the  Orenoque  was  such  a  usurpation,  and 
that  their  king  should  thereupon  call  himself  king  of  Gui- 
ana was  as  unreasonable,  as  if  he  were  to  call  himself  king 
of  Ireland,  because  he  took  possession  at  Smerwick,  and 
built  a  fort  there.     Having  also  shewn,  that  no  peace  could 
be  broken  there  by  him,  where  no  peace  was  maintained  by 
the  Spaniards,  both  ft'om  their  bloody  usage  of  the  English, 
who  had  lately  been  to  trade  there,  and  from  the  words  in 
the  king  of  Spain^s  late  letters  to  the  governor ;  **  who  first 
**  called  us  enemies,  when  he  hoped  to  cut  us  in  pieces,**^  says 
Ralegh,  *^  and  having  failed,  peacebreakers :  when  to  be 
an  enemy  and  a  peacebreaker  in  one  and  the  same  ac- 
tion is  impossible  ^^    Moreover,  that  here  the  Spaniards 
began  the  first  slaughter ;  that  their  town  was  not  burnt  by 
any  knowledge  or  permission  of  his,  nor  his  directions  to 
the  mine  followed.     Lastly,  having  observed  how  little  the 
Spaniards  can  endure  that  the  English  nation  should  look 
upon  any  part  of  America,  being  above  a  fourth  part  of 
the  whole  known  world,  though  the  hundredth  part  was 
never  possessed  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  withal,  the  many  ill 
consequences  of  acknowledging,  that  we  have  offended  the 
king  of  Spain  by  landing  in  Guiana,  even  to  the  ruin  of  our 
navigation,  trade,  power,  and  dominion  in  this  quarter  of 
the  globe,  where  there  was  as  much  room  and  reason  for  ad- 
vancing the  honour  and  riches  of  England  as  of  any  state 
in  Christendom,  he  concludes  his  Apology  with  these  words; 
*^  I  have  said  it  already,  and  I  will  say  it  again,  that  if 
"  Guiana  be  not  his  majesty's,  the  working  of  a  mine  there, 
*^  and  the  taking  of  a  town  there,  had  been  equally  perilous ; 
^^  for,  by  doing  the  one,  I  had  robbed  the  king  of  Spain, 

«  sir  Walter  Rnlegirs  letter  ta  the  lord  Carew,  at  the  eiid  of  bis  Apo- 
logy, p.  6a. 
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"  and  been  a  thief ;   and,  by  the  other,  a  disturber  or 
•*  breaker  of  the  peace." 

Now  it  is  plain,  that  king  James  so  much  waved  his 
right  to  Guiana,  at  least  till  Ralegh  was  put  to  death,  (far 
then  he  assumed  it  again,  by  the  power  he  gave  for  another 
expedition  to  those  parts  %  however,  irresolutely,  aocording 


'  About  a  year  after  the  death  of 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  king  James 
granted  captain  Roger  North  a  com- 
mission to  inhabit  and  settle  a  co- 
lony near  the  river  of  Amazons  in 
Guiana ;  but  was  soon  awed  by  Gon- 
domar  so  much,  that,  on  the  15th  of 
May  1 6120,  he  issued  a  proclamation 
to  recall  that  gentleman  from  the 
■aid  undertaking,  and  committed  his 
brother,  the  lord  North,  to  the  Fleet 
prison  for  hastening  the  said  voyage, 
as  may  be  read  in  Camden's  Annals 
of  that  king's  reign.  Some  other 
little  attempts  were  several  years 
after  made  there,  which  may  be  read 
of  in  a  manuscript,  entitled.  An  exact 
Narrative  of  the  State  of  Guiana, 
and  of  the  English  colony  in  Suri- 
nam, in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
with  the  Dutch,  and  of  its  actions 
during  the  war ;  with  the  taking 
thereof  by  the  fleet  from  Zealand  :  of 
which  some  copies  are  preserved  in 
the  Ashmolean  and  other  libraries. 
But  how  all  this  spacious  and  fruitful 
country  has  been  since  shamefully 
deserted,  by  the  English  especially, 
the  quiet  possession  there  by  the 
Spaniards,  to  this  day,  is  sufficient 
witness.  Whereupon  we  cannot  for- 
bear reciting  here  the  reflection  of  a 
late  writer,  in  an  essay,  partly  before 
quoted.  On  the  needful  Improve- 
ments in  Trade:  wherein,  express- 
ing how  much  he  is  for  promoting 
merchants  to  rational  and  profitable 
adventures,  and  sailors  to  new  dis- 
coveries, as  things  most  valuable  in 
their  nature,  solid  in  their  design, 
and  gloriously  advantageous  in  their 
success,  he  proceeds  thus :  "By  such 
<*  adventures  and  discoveries,  all  our 
*<  increase  in  colonies  and  planta- 
«  tions  has  been  produced.  It  was 
by  such  happy  attempts,  that  the 
famous  sir  Walter  Ralegh  and  his 
"  assistants  settled  the  British  na- 


**  tioQ  upon  the  nortkem  continent 
"  of  America ;  and,  bad  be  been  ea- 
<*  couraged,  or  raUier  had  be  not 
"  been  basely  betrayed,  he  had  settled 
<*  us  also  upon  the  southem  couti- 
*'  ncDt ;  and  the  power  of  Great 
"  Britain  in  her  colonies  and  islands, 
<'  iu  that  part  of  the  world,  bad  been 
'^  superior  as  well  in  wealth  as  in  ex- 
**  tent  of  land,  and  in  strength  of 
«  people,  to  all  the  nationa  of  the 
* '  world  that  ever  setUed  there.  And 
«  perhaps,  by  this  time,  .we  bad 
*'  wanteid  no  assiento  to  cany  ne- 
'<  groes  to  America ;  no  license  to 
**  trade  to  the  galf  of  Mexico,  bat 
"  tlie  South  sea  had  been  our  own, 
**  and  all  the  wealth  and  glory  of 
**  America  paid  homage  to  king 
*<  George.  But  fate,  and  the  ill  po- 
*<  licies  of  those  times  hindered ;  and 
"  the  golden  mountains  of  Cluli,  aad 
**  the  silver  mines  of  Pbtosi,  the 
**  wealth  of  the  richest  part  of  the 
<*  world,  is  sacrificed  to  the  lust  and 
*<  sloth  of  the  poorest  and  proadcst 
<*  nation  under  the  sun.*'  See  the 
Humourist,  vol.  a.  8vo.  1725,  p.  39. 
Another  modern  author,  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  South  sea  company,  ob- 
serving this  attempt  of  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh's to  have  been  the  greatest  en- 
terprise that  ever  was  undertaken  by 
any  private  person ;  how  much  it 
would  be  to  the  glory  of  the  said 
company  to  bring  it  to  perfection ; 
how  much  it  was  to  the  infamy  of 
that  age  in  which  this  great  man 
suffered,  that  such  an  enterprise  was 
not  only  discouraged,  but  eren  be- 
trayed to  the  Spaniard,  and  this  gal> 
lant  gentleman  exposed  to  min ;  also 
how  just  a  reproach  to  this  nation 
ever  since,  tliat  such  a  part  of  tha 
world,  so  timely  and  so  eflfectnally 
discovered  to  us,  has  not  been  made 
our  own,  and  all  those  nations,  who 
would  submit  to  us,  and  be  assistant 
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to  custom,  he  revoked  it,)  that  as  we  observe  in  his  Decla- 
ration, not  only  the  place  which  Ralegh  went  to  is  pre- 
tended to  be  out  of  his  commission,  but  the  title  he  stocd 
upon,  to  be  no  ways  compatible  with  it.  Yet  so  incon- 
testably  did  Ralegh  make  it  appear,  no  doubt  in  his  exami- 
nations at  present,  no  less  than  in  the  writings  above  men- 
tioned, '*  that  if  any  peace  could  be  broken  where  no  peace 
^^  had  been  maintained,  it  must  either  be  by  king  James 
*^  himself,  in  first  granting  a  commission  to  plunder  another 
"  prince,'"  (for  he  knew  where  Ralegh  was  going,  and  no 
where  declines  his  knowledge  that  the  Spaniards  were 
settled  there,)  ^^  and  then  betraying  it  to  procure  a  defeat 
of  the  very  attempt  he  had  empowered ;  or  else  by  the 
Spaniards  themselves,  in  resisting  his  endeavours  to  put 
it  in  execution  C^  that  after  all  this  questioning,  canvassing, 
and  heaping  up  of  allegations  against  him,  the  council  could 
not  think  it  justifiable  to  take  away  sir  Walter  Ralegh''s  life 
for  all  that  had  passed  at  Guiana.  Yet,  as  he  must  be  put 
to  death,  they  found  a  way  to  appeasle  the  Spaniards  w^th 
his  blood,  by  making  this  last  action  at  St.  Thome  the  effi- 
cient cause,  but  the  obsolete  condemnation  at  Winchester, 
fifteen  years  past,  the  nominal  cause  of  his  destruction ;  as 
a  course  whereby  both  the  law  would  be  judicially  satisfied, 
and  the  title  be  left,  for  fear  of  displeasure,  undecided. 
So  in   the  whole,  it  was  resolved  there  should  be  room 
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to  the  great  work,  be  taken  into 
protecttoa,  coufederated  and  made 
use  of  ID  subjecting  tba^inexbaostible 
treasure  U>  be  found  there,  U>  the 
government  and  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  he  concludes  the  said  address 
in  these  words :  *'  The  country  is 
"  within  the  patent  or  charter  of  the 
"  South  sea  company ;  the  undcr- 
"  taking  seems  to  be  their  due :  their 
"  charter  begins  at  the  river  Oreno- 
*'  que,  and  none  can  attempt  it  with- 
"  out  them.  If  they  please  to  take 
"  mch  a  proposal  into  consideration, 
"  the  autiior  of  these  sheets  is  ready 
"  to  lay  before  tiiem  a  plan  or  chart 
^'  of  the  rivers  and  shores,  the  depths 
^'  of  water,  and  all  necessary  instruc- 
'*  tioDs  for  the  narigatiaB,  with  a 


*  *  scheme  of  the  undertaking,  which  ' 
**  he  had  the  honour,  alx>ut  thirty 
**•  years  ago,  to  lay  before  king  Wil- 
*'  liam,  and  to  demonstrate  how  easy 
**  it  would  be  to  bring  this  attempt 
**  to  perfection.  If  the  company  de- 
**  dine  it,  it  is  then  humbly  proposed, 
«  that  they  will  give  leave  to  a  so- 
*<  ciety  of  merchants  to  undertake  it 
**  under  the  company's  license,  aud 
'*  on  snch  conditions  as  may  be 
«  thought  reasonable;  of  which  more 
*<  shall  be  sud  when  such  a  proposal 
<*  shall  be  entertained  by  the  com* 
**  paiiy."  See  an  Historical  Acconnt 
of  tiie  Voyages  and  Adveotumof  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  8to.  17 19;  from 
p.4S.  to55. 
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enough  to  revoke  the  king^s  former  mercy,  as  it  appears  in 
his  Declaration ;  and  that  Ralegh  might  lose  his  head  upon 
his  former  attainder",  notwithstanding  the  repugnancies 
apparent  in  such  a  concluaon  to  men  of  penetration  ;  among 
whom,  Carew  Ralegh  has  very  well  observed  thereupon^ 
^*  that  his  father  was  condemned  for  being  a  fnend  to  the 
**  Spaniards,  and  lost  his  life  by  the  same  sentence,  for 
**  being  their  enemy  ^.'^ 

A  method,  however,  of  despatching  him  b^ng  thus  pieced 
out,  the  king,  or  those  with  whom  he  left  the  management 
of  this  affair  when  he  went  upon  his  progress,  appeared  very 
eager  for  bringing  it  to  a  period.    Therefore,  as  the  shortest 


•  «  A  bead/'  says  Osborne,  "of 
*'  more  weight  to  our  court  (espe- 
**  cially  ID  that  dearth  of  wisdom 
**  then  raging)  than  the  infauta 
*'  could  be,  notwithstanding  that  the 
"  most  general,  no  less  than  the 
*'  least  suspected  reports,  made  her 
"  alone  owner  of  the  greatest  beauty, 
*<  virtue,  gallantir,  and  prudence, 
*'  that  were  at  that  day  extant  in 
**  womankind !  But,  as  the  foolish 
«  idolaters  were  wont  to  sacrifice  the 
*<  choicest  of  their  children  to  the 
"  Deril,  the  common  enemy  of  hu- 
**  manity ;  so  our  king  gave  up  this 
'*  incomparable  jewel  to  the  will  of 
*<  this  monster  in  ambition,  (the 
**  Spaniard,)  under  the  pretence  of  a 
**  superannuated  transgression,  con- 
^'  trary  to  the  opinion  of  the  most 
"  honest  sort  of  gownmen  ;  who 
*<  maintained,  that  his  majesty's  par- 
*'  don  lay  inclusively  in  the  commis- 
*'  sion  he  gave  him  upon  his  setting 
*<  out  to  sea :  it  being  incongruous 
*'  that  he,  who  remained  under  the 
**  notion  of  one  dead  in  the  law, 
'^  should,  as  a  general,  dispose  of 
<*  the  lives  of  others,  not  being  him- 
*<  self  master  of  his  own.  But  the 
**  Spanish  faction,  then  absolute  at 
"  court,  and  sole  managers  of  the 
"  king's  power  no  less  than  his  jus- 
«  tice,  did  so  far  tender  his  catholic 
«  majestjr's  full  tatiafactioD  in  the 
"  procuring  of  hh  death,  (the  only 
«  man  of  note  Vtft  alive  who  had 
«  helped  to  beat^  them  in  the  year 
'*  1588,)  that  no  absurdity  lying  in 


*'  the  way  of  his  proaecotioB  conld 
'<  deter  them  from  making  nae  of 
**  his  former  condemnation ;  remem- 
"  bering  withal,  bow  far  hb  wit 
«  had  puzded  them  at  Wincheslerv 
*<  and  how  much  the  jary,  wbo  000- 
«  demned  him  there,  were  toocbed 
**  in  their  consciences ;  which  made 
<*  it  the  less  probable  tbey  sliould  be 
"  able  to  impannel  one  ao  wieked  as 
*<  would  do  it  then.  Beddea,  m 
**  peace  beyond  the  time  was  a  be* 
*<  lief  so  rivetted  in  the  opinion  of 
**  all,  as  he  could  not  have  been  ia- 
**  dieted  anew,  without  die  king's 
"  producing  the  original  articles,  by 
'*  which  his  accusers  wonld  have 
"  been  convinced  of  malioe,  or  his 
**  prince  of  folly."  Memoirs  of  King 
James,  p.  108. 

*  See  Howel's  Letters,  vol.  s. 
p.  371;  and  the  tract  entitled,  A 
brief  Relation  of  Sir  Walter  lUlegii's 
Troubles,  &c.  where  Carew  Ralrgfa't 
words  are,  p.  9.  as  follows ;  <*  Here 
'*  justice  was  indeed  blind !  Mindly 
<<  executing  one  and  the  same  personj 
«  upon  one  and  the  same  oondevna- 
**  tion,  for  things  contradictoiy;  for 
**  sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  condensned 
**  for  being  a  friend  to  the  Span- 
<*  iard,  and  lost  his  lifo  for  being 
<<  their  utter  enemy.  Tfana  kiagSy 
**  when  they  will  do  what  tbqr  planne, 
"  please  not  him  they  sbooMly  God  ; 
*'  and  having  made  their  power  aob- 
**  servientto  their  will,  defMrive  tbem- 
*'  selves  of  that  just  power  wberabj 
"  others  are  snbiervient  to  tiicni.*' 
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way,  a  privy  seal  was  sent  to  the  judges,  forthwith  to  order 
execution.  But  they  considering  there  ought  to  be  some 
face  of  regularity  in  the  matter,  and  a  little  finger  in  the 
court  of  justice  to  slide  it  ofF  with  as  much  decency  and 
smoothness  as  the  business  would  allow  of,  demurred  upon 
that  extrajudicial  manner  of  proceeding.  Therefore,  on 
Friday  the  SSd  of  October,  there  was  a  conference  held 
upon  the  form  or  manner  how  prisoners,  who  have  been  at- 
tainted of  treason  and  set  at  liberty,  should  be  brought  to 
execution,  between  all  the  justices  of  England ;  as  one  of 
them,  judge  Hutton,  tells  us:  wherein  the  question  being 
put,  ^*  Whether  a  privy  seal  was  stifiicient,  it  bdng  directed 
^^  to  the  justices  of  tlie  king^s  bench,  to  command  them  to 
<^  award  execution  against  sir  Walter  Ralegh ;  or  how  they 
*^  should  proceed  before  execution  be  awarded  ?^  it  was  re- 
solved by  all,  ^*  That  he  ought  to  be  brought  to  bar,  by 
**  habeas  corpus  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  and  then 
^^  demanded,  if  he  could  say  any  thing  why  execution 
^^  should  not  be  awarded  ?  For  the  proceedings  against  him 
*^  being  before  commissioners,  they  are  delivered  only  into 
^^  the  court  of  king^s  bench,  or  they  might  have  remained  in 
a  bag  or  a  chest,  and  no  roll  made  thereof;  and  so  long 
time  passing,  it  is  not  a  legal  course  that  he  should  be 
commanded  by  a  privy  seal  or  great  seal  to  be  executed, 
^^  without  being  demanded,  what  he  hath  to  say  ?  For  he 
might  have  a  pardon,  or  he  might  say  that  he  was  not 
the  same  person :  as  if  one  be  outlawed  of  felony,  and 
taken,  he  shall  not  be  presently  hanged,  but  he  shall  be 
brought  to  bar,  and  so  demanded,  &c.  Upon  this  resolu- 
^^  tion,  a  privy  seal  came  to  the  justices  of  the  king'^s  bench, 
*^  commanding  them  to  proceed  against  him  according  to 
^<  law  u.""  In  what  sense  he  was  so  proceeded  against  may 
be  better  understood  by  that  notice  which,  on  the  S4th  of 
October,  being  the  next  day,  Ralegh  received  from  the  com- 
missioners to  prepare  for  death';   and  by  his  not  being 

"  Sir  Richard  Hutton's  Reports,  Abridgment,  &c.  vol.  3.    1726.  fol. 

fol.  1656.  p.  31.    Also  judge  Crook'8  565. 

Reports,  3.  fol.  495 ;  sergeant  Rolle's  *  Camdeo's  Annals  of  King  James, 
Reports,  50.  p.  7.  and  W.  Nelson's 
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suffered,  when  he  soon  after  appeared,  in  court,  before  the 
judges,  according  to  law,  to  make  any  defence  of  himself 
for  what  had  been  the  occasion  of  his  coming  thither ;  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  following  abstract  of  the  said  proceed- 
ings, which  'I  have  been  favoured  with  from  authentic 
copies. 

On  Wednesday,  the  28th  of  October,  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
at  eight  oVlock  in  the  morning,  was  awaked  out  of  a  fit  of  a 
fever,  with  summons  presently  to  appear  at  the  king^s  bench 
Brought  to  bar  at  Westminster ;  and,  soon  after  nine  o^clock,  he  was, 
umI^Ui!*  ^y  ^^^  ^^  habeas  corpus,  brought  thither.  The  writ  being 
delivered  to  the  judges  by  sir  Walter  Apsley,  and  Mr  Wal- 
ter Ralegh^s  conviction  at  Winchester  read,  the  attorney, 
Mr.  Henry  Yelverton,  set  forth,  "  That  the  prisonar  hav- 
^^  ing  been  fifteen  years  since  convicted  of  high  treascm,  and 
^^  then  received  the  judgment  of  death,  his  majesty,  of  his 
^^  abundant  grace,  had  been  pleased  to  shew  mercy  unto 
*^  him,  till  now,  that  justice  calls  to  him  for  execution.  Sir 
*^  Walter  Ralegh,^  continued  he,  *^  hath  been  a  statesman, 
^^  and  a  man  who,  in  regard  to  his  parts  and  quality,  is  to 
*'  be  pitied :  he  hath  been  as  a  star  at  which  the  world  have 
^^  gazed ;  but  stars  may  fall,  nay  they  must  fall  when  they 
**  trouble  the  sphere  wherein  they  abide  Y,  It  is  therefore 
"  his  majesty's  pleasure  now  to  call  for  execution  of  the 
♦*  former  judgment,  and  I  now  require  order  for  the  same.^ 
Then  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  Mr.  Fanshaw,  having  read 
the  record  of  the  conviction  and  judgment,  the  prisoner, 
holding  up  his  hand,  was  asked,  ^^  what  he  could  say,  why 
*^  execution  should  not  be  awarded  against  him  P^  Ral^^ 
told  the  lords,  "  his  voice  was  grown  weak  by  his  late  sick- 
^^  ness,  and  an  ague  he  had  at  that  instant  upon  him,  in 
"  which  he  was  brought  thither ;  therefore  (as  it  appears 
"  in  another  copy  of  these  proceedings  before  referred  to) 
"  desired  the  relief  of  a  pen  and  ink.''    But  the  lord  chief 

)"  So  ID  the  copy  here  chiefly  fol-  *«  natnre  as  shined  fair ;  bot  out  of 

lowed,  but  in  one  more  ancient  this  **  the  necessity  of  state,  like  stara, 

comparison  is  thus  turned  into  a  me-  **  when    they    trouble   the    spheK, 

taphor ;  **  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  in  his  "  must  indeed  fall." 
<*  time,  was  a  stor ;  yea,  and  of  such 
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justice,  sir  Henry  Montague,  telling  him,  ^^  he  spake  au- 
"  dibly  enough,'^  he  went  on  to  this  effect :  "  That  he 
^^  hoped  the  judgment  he  received  to  die  so  long  since, 
"  could  not  now  be  strained  to  take  away  his  Ufe ;  since  by 
"  his  majesty's  commission  for  his  late  voyage,  it  was  im- 
^^  plied  to  be  restored,  in  giving  him  power  as  marshal  on 
"  the  life  and  death  of  others ;  and  since  he  undertook  the 
same  to  honour  his  sovereign,  and  enrich  his  kingdom 
with  gold,  of  the  ore  whereof,  this  hand,'^  said  he,  "  hath 
found  and  taken  in  Guiana.^  Then  beginning  to  mention 
by  what  unavoidable  and  unblameable  means  the  said  en- 
terprise miscarried,  the  lord  chief  justice  interrupted,  and 
told  him,  ^^  whatever  he  spoke  touching  his  voyage  was  not 
^^  to  the  purpose ;  also  that  his  commission  could  be  of  no 
^^  service  to  him ;  that  treason  was  not  pardoned  by  impli* 
^^  cation,  and  that  he  must  say  something  else  to  the  pur- 
"  pose,  otherwise  they  must  proceed  to  give  execution*.'* 
Ralegh  then,  finding  whatever  he  should  offer  in  his  own 
justification  would  be  no  way  to  the  purpose,  put  himself 
upon  the  king's  mercy ;  yet  gave  some  reasons,  "  why  he 
hoped  the  king  would  take  compassion  upon  him  concern- 
ing that  judgment  which  was  so  long  past,  in  which  both 
his  majesty  was  of  opinion,  and  there  were  some  present 
"  who  could  witness,  that  he  had  hard  usage  */'  The  lord 
chief  justice  advised  him  to  the  wisdom  of  submission,  and 
told  him,  ^^  he  was  called  to  grant  execution  upon  the  judg- 
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*  Another  accoant  relates  this  pas- 
sage thus  :  *'  When  Ralegh  began 
*•  to  justify  himself  for  the  late 
'*  Toyage,  the  lord  chief  justice  si- 
*'  lenced  him  therein,  saying,  There 
*'  was  no  other  matter  there  in  ques- 
<*  tion,  but  concerning  the  judgment 
"  of  death  formerly  given  against 
**  him,  which,  the  king's  pleasure 
''  was,  upon  some  occasions  best 
**  known  to  himself,  to  have  exe- 
«  cuted,  unless  he  could  shew  good 
**  cause  to  the  contrary.'*  See  tlie 
proceedings  against  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh at  Westminster,  annexed  to  sir 
T.Overbury's  account  of  his  arraign- 
meat  at  Wlncheiitr,  4to.  1648.  p.  a6. 


•  In  another  ropy  of  this  proceed- 
ing against  him  at  Westmi osier, 
which  is  the  old  MS.  [  hare  before 
me,  as  above  mentioned,  this  passage 
is  thus  expressed  :  *'  Concerning  my 
■'judgment  at  Winchester,  I  pre- 
<*  sume  most  of  you  that  now  hear 
**  me  are  resolved  how  that  was  ob- 
"  tained ;  and  I  know  that  his  ma- 
<*jeHty  was  so  resolved,  touching 
<*  that  trial,  that  if  he  had  not  been 
*<  anew  exasperated  against  me,  oer* 
*<  tain  I  am,  I  might  (if  I  could  by 
"  nature)  have  lived  a  thousand  and 
'*  a  thousand  years,  before  be  wcmld 
*<  have  taken  the  advantage  tbere- 
•<  of." 
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<^  ment  given  fifteen  years  since ;  ail  which  time  he  had 
^<  been  as  a  man  dead  in  the  law,  but  the  king,  in  mercy, 
**  spared  him ;  that  he  might  think  it  heavy  if  this  were 
*<  done  in  cold  blood ;  but  it  was  not  so,  for  new  offences 
**  had  stirred  up  hb  majesty's  justice  to  revive  what  the 
'^  law  had  formerly  cast  upon  him.  I  know,"^  continued  he, 
*<  that  you  have  been  valiant  and  wise,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
*'  you  retain  both  these  virtues,  for  now  you  shall  have  oc- 
«<  casion  to  use  them.  Your  faith  hath  heretofore  been 
**  questioned,  but  I  am  resolved  you  are  a  good  Christian ; 
^*  for  your  book,  which  is  an  admirable  work,  doth  testify 
'*  as  much.  I  would  give  you  counsel,  but  I  know  you 
**  can  apply  unto  yourself  far  better  than  I  am  able  to  give 
"  you.*"  Yet,  with  the  good  neighbour  in  the  gospel,  he 
was  for  pouring  some  oil  into  his  wounds;  though  far 
was  it  from  yielding  the  refreshment  he  promised,  by  reason 
of  the  severity  wherewith  he  so  sharpened  the  infiiaon. 
I  give  you  the  oil  of  comfort,^  said  he,  '*  though  in  re- 
spect that  I  am  a  minister  of  the  law,  mixed  with  vine- 
gar." Nay,  the  judge  further  gave  him,  how  unnecessary 
soever  he  just  before  owned  it  to  be,  one  lecture  upon 
sorrow.  "  Sorrow,"  said  he,  **  will  not  avail  you  in  some 
*'  kind ;  for  were  you  pained,  sorrow  would  not  ease  you ; 
were  you  afflicted,  sorrow  would  not  relieve  you ;  were 
you  tormented,  sorrow  would  not  content  you ;  and  yet 
^*  the  sorrow  for  your  sins  would  be  an  everlasting  comfort 
"  to  you."  Then  another  also  upon  death.  "  You  must 
*•  do  as  that  valiant  captain  did,"  said  he,  "  who,  perceiving 
^  himself  in  danger,  said,  in  defiance  of  death.  Death,  thou 
^  expectest  me ;  but,  maugre  thy  spite,  I  expect  thee. 
**  Fear  not  death  too  much,  nor  fear  death  too  little;  not 
too  much,  lest  you  fail  in  your  hope ;  nor  too  little,  lest 
you  die  presumptuously :  and  here  I  must  conclude  mj 
prayers  to  God  for  it,  and  that  he  would  have  mercy  on 
your  soul."  So  he  ended  with  saying,  ^^  Execution  is 
"  granted." 

Ralegh  then  desired,  that  he  might  not  be  cut  off  so  sud- 
denly ;  fer  that  he  had  something  to  do  in  discharge  of  hk 
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conscience,  KMnething  to  satisfy  his  majesty,  aod  something 
the  world  in :  he  det^red  further,  that  he  might  be  heard  at 
the  day  of  his  death ;  and  concluded  with  calling  on  *'  God 
"  to  be  his  judge,  before  whom  be  should  shortly  appear, 
"  that  he  was  never  disloyal  to  his  majesty  t  which  I  will 
"  justify,"  said  he,  "  where  I  shall  not  fear  the  face  of  any 
"  king  on  earth."  Thus  the  manuscripts  here  chiefly  td- 
lowed  conclude  *> ;  but  in  the  more  andent  copy  of  these 
proceedings,  Ralegh's  conclunon,  to  the  same  sense,  is  thus 
more  co^nousiy  expressed :  *'  I  most  humbly  beseech  your 
"  lordships,  that  you  will  grant  me  some  time,  before  my 
"  execution,  that  I  may  settle  my  afiaira  and  my  mind 
'*  mure  than  they  yet  are ;  for  I  have  much  to  do,  both  for 
"  my  reputation,  constnence,  and  loyalty ;  and  I  would  be- 
'*  seech  the  favour  ot  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  express  myself 
"  something  thereby,  and  to  discharge  myself  of  some  trust 
"  of  worldly  matters  that  were  put  in  me ;  which  leisure,  I 
**  beseech  you  think,  that  I  crave  not  for  to  gfun  one  mi- 
"  nute  of  life ;  for  now  being  old,  uckly,  in  disgrace,  and 
"  cert^n  to  go  to  it,  life  is  wearisome  to  me.  And  I  do 
"  lastly  beseech  your  lordships,  that,  when  I  come  to  die, 
"  I  may  have  leave  to  speak  freely  at  my  farewell,  U>  sa- 
"  tisfy  the  world  only,  that  I  was  ever  loyal  to  the  king, 
"  and  a  true  lover  of  this  commonwealth ;  for  this  I  will 
"  seal  with  my  blood.'"  So  craving  their  prayers,  he  was 
led  away  to  the  Gatehouse,  near  the  Palace-yard. 

The  king  was  all  this  while  retired  as  it  were,  or  at  some 
remoteness  from  this  tragical  scene,  and,  as  I  have  recaved 
it  from  particular  tradition,  in  Hertfordshire ;  as  if  be 
would  have  diverted  himself,  not  only  from  the  sight  or  re- 
port, but  even  the  thoughts  of  it  <= :  yet  what  an  effectual 


i  of    tbe   Uaridio  Rjilegh'i  deith ;  then  be  came  prl- 

-  ^tr,  90.  C.  7.  fbl.  4,19-  wd  ntt\j  (o  Whltefaall  in  tbe  ercning  ; 

another  maoiucript  among  the  ml-  bnt  ■ormi  rtrj  ratlcM  about  tU« 

Itctiani  of  tbe  lite  Mr.  Onager.  timet  nrj  often  In  hti  booU,  and 

•  Id  Camden  alao  it  may  appear,  banting   to   and  bo;  ■omeUmea  at 

that  dta  kiog  came  not  to  London  to  Oatlnndi,  lonietiinea  at  Tbeobabb, 

give  andietim  la  foreign  ambanaikir*  •ometimea   at  Hamptoo-ei — '  -  '" 

noir(a*iaalIotberparMoflibn!ii-'  "^  '  "-  ' — -"  *"—  "  -"- 
floclung  over,  HU  ■  1U7  or  two  aj 
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and  expeditious  hand  he  had  in  it  may  further  appear  bj 
^hia  special  warrant  for  the  execution ;  which  was  produced^ 
ready  signed,  as  if  at  Westminster,  in  a  manner,  as  soon  as 
the  sentence  was  over,  being  dated  the  same  day,  aod  di- 
rected to  his  chancellor,  Verulam.     Herein,  his  .gracious 
majesty,  ^^  dis|>ensing  with  the  manner  of  execution  acccnrd- 
<'  ing  to  his  former  judgment,  and  releasing  him  of  the 
^^  same  to  be  drawn,  hanged,  and  quartered,  says.  Our  plea> 
sure  is,  instead  thereof,  to  have  the  head  only  of  the  said 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  cut  off,  at  or  within  our  palace  of 
Westminster :  commanding  the  said  chancellor  hereupan 
*^  to  direct  two  several  writs  under  the  great  seal ;  one  to 
*^  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  or  his  deputy,  for  the  deli- 
very of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  the  sheriffs  of  Middlesex  at 
the  said  palace ;  and  the  other,  to  the  said  sheriffs  for  the 
«  receiving  the  said  sir  Walter  Ralegh  from  the  said  lieu- 
*^  tenant,  and  for  executing  him  there ;  for  which  this  to 
^'  be  his  warrant  and  discharge,  against  us,  our  heirs  and 
**  successors  for  ever  **.'' 

We  find,  about  the  same  time,  some  petitions  presented 
to  the  king  in  behalf  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  which  were 
strengthened  with  the  solicitations  of  some  persons  in  great 
power  and  esteem  with  his  majesty  ;  but  shall  not  wonder 
at  their  having  no  effect  with  him,  to  mitigate  this  peremp- 
tory and  rigorous  doom,  if  it  be  true,  as  an  author,  who  had 
opportunity  enough  of  observing  his  disposition,  and  aUIi- 
ties  sufficient  to  give  a  clear  judgment  of  it,  has  said  thereof, 
with  relation  to  sir  Walter  Ral^h,  that  ^^  king  James  so 
*^  far  participated  of  the  humour  of  a  pusillanimous  prince, 
"  as  to  pardon  any  sooner  than  those  injured  by  himself «."" 

Us  favourite   BuckiDgham,  in    Fe-  affair  of  his  life,  Uie  horseraees  at 

binary  following ;  but  how  he  recoo-  Newmarket,  that  he  got  a  violent  fit 

died  a  certain  article  in  that  prayer  of  sickness  thereby ;  so  that  it  was 

with  the  intention  of  his  Declaration  feared  his  favourite  diversion  would 

aforesaid  against  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  prove  as  fatal  to  him,  as  it  was  tbcmglit 

about  the  same  time  published,  I  a  few  years  after  the  medicinal  i^pli- 

leave  for  others  to  compare.    The  cations  of  that  favourite  peer  afoire- 

^ueen,   all   this  while,   lay  on   her  said  did. 

deathbed;  nay,  even  when  she  lay  "  Rymer*s  Foedcra,  torn.  17.  foL 

dead,  in  March  following,  and  before  115. 

the  solemnity  of  her  fooerals,  the  *   Osbome*8   Memoirs    of   KiDg 

king  was  so  busy  is  that  impoitMit  James,  p.  107. 
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As  for  Ralegh,  we  find  not  that  he  harboured  the  least  ex- 
pectation or  desire  of  a  reprieve ;  for  that  all  the  oppres* 
sions  of  age,  sickness,  obloquy,  spoil  and  loss  of  all  his 
means,  besides  the  other  indignities  he  now  lay  under, 
banished  every  wish  of  redress  in  this  world,  but  by  that 
dissolution  which  puts  an  end  to  all  worldly  miseries,  ap« 
pears  pretty  evident  in  the  letter  he  seems  to  have  written 
but  a  short  time  before  his  death  to  the  king ;  in  which  he 
rather  acknowledges  some  former  tendencies  to  favour  and 
compassion,  than  desires  any  repetition  of  them,  and  gives  a 
very  good  reason  for  his  having  no  further  prospect  of  any 
thing  substantial  therein^  where  he  says,  ^^  I  have  not 
^'^  spared  my  labour,  my  poor  estate,  and  the  hourly  hazard 
^^  of  my  life ;  but  God  hath  otherwise  disposed  of  all,  and 
^^  now  end  the  days  of.  my  hope.*"  But  if  the  days  of  his 
hope  had  ended  when  he  landed  at  Plymouth,  the  days  of 
his  life  had  probably  been  augmented  to  a  much  greater 
number.  Not,  if  it  had  been  prolonged  into  many  other 
acts,  that  they  might  have  adorned  it  with  such  unfading 
renown,  as  that  one  whereby  with  such  universal  admira- 
tion he  finished  it.  That  letter  aforesaid  he  concludes  with 
the  generous  profession  of  *^  being  in  nothing  so  miserable, 
"  as  in  that  I  could  never  meet  with  an  occasion,*"  says  he, 
"  wherein  to  be  torn  in  pieces  for  your  majesty's  service  ^'' 
But  his  majesty  chose  rather  to  let  his  own  name  and  me- 
mory be  torn  in  pieces  for  Ralegh's  honour,  and  not  only  by 
all  indifferent  or  impartial  judges,  but  by  his  own  country- 
men s ;  and  even  by  antagonists  to  one  another  in  other 


f  See  Sir  Toby  Mathew's  Collec- 
tioD  of  Letters,  P>65* 

c  Bishop  BnrDet,  speaking  of  some 
great  errors  in  king  James's  reign, 
goes  on  tbns :  *<  Besides  these  public 
"  actings,  king  James  suffered  much 
**  in  the  opinion  of  all  people,  by  his 
"  strange  way  of  using  one  of  the 
"  greatest  men  of  that  age,  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh ;  against  whom,  the 
proceedings  at  first  were  much 
censured,  but  the  last  part  of  them 
was  thoogbt  both  barbarous  and 


« 
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*•  illegal."  A  little  farther,  speak- 
ing  of  the  same  king,  he  says,  *'  His 
'*  reign,  in  England,  was  acontiniial 
«  course  of  mean  practices :  the  first 
«  condemnation  of  sir  Walter  Ha- 
**  legh  was  very  black ;  but  the  exe- 
*'  cuting  him  after  so  many  years, 
**  and  after  an  employment  that  had 
**  been  given  him,  was  counted  a 
**  barbarous  sacrificing  him  to  the 
"  Spaniards."  History  of  his  own 
Times,  vol.  i.  1724.  fol.  16.  and  17. 
And  a  late  historiady  who  waa  other- 
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parts  of  history,  than  suffer  any  mercy  to  interfere  with  that 
sordid  but  deceitful,  and  soon  after  derided  pursuit  of  a 
profitable  alliance  with  the  crown  of  Spain. 

Whether  any  such  conditions  were  offered  him  at  this 
time  to  lengthen  the  short  line  of  an  uncomfortable  ex- 
istence, which  were  either  so  extortionate  as  Ralegfa  could 
not  comply  with  them,  or  so  base  and  detestable  as  to  be 
worse  than  death,  the  particulars  are  not  come  to  light ;  un- 
less some  glimpses  thereof  may  be  discerned  in  that  epi- 
gram he  wrote  a  little  while  before  his  end,  in  allusion  to 
the  light  of  a  candle;  which  is  as  follows : 

Cowards  may  fear  to  die,  but  courage  stout. 
Rather  than  live  in  snuff,  will  be  put  out. 

Moreover,  how  sublimely  his  thoughts  were  now  seques- 
tered or  elevated  from  all  worldly  considerations,  and  with 
what  serenity,  what  steadiness,  he  did  in  a  manner  possess 
the  joys  of  a  better  state  before  he  could  be  driven  to  it,  is 
vimble  in  that  poem  he  wrote  about  the  same  time,  on  the 
jnlgrimage  his  soul  was  suddenly  to  make  to  the  r^ons  of 
eternity,  which  concludes  with  this  disUch : 

Of  death  and  Judgment,  heaven  and  hell. 
Who  often  thinks,  must  needs  die  well. 

And  that  his  faith  was  no  less  steadfast  in  the  hopes  of  a 
resurrection,  we  are  as  convincingly  assured  by  those  verses 
which,  this  last  night  of  his  life,  he  probably  wrote  also 
here,  in  the  Gatehouse;  they  being  found  there  in  his 
Bible;  and,  according  to  the  most  ancient  copies  I  can 
meet  with,  penned  in  these  words : 

Even  such  is  time !  who  takes  in  trust 
Our  jouth,  our  joys,  and  all  we  have ; 


wise  a  great  opposer  of  bishop  Bar- 
net,  yet  Agrees  with  him  in  this  par- 
tkailar ;  where,  speaking  of  the  arti- 
fices by  which  king  James  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  put  the  gallant  Ralegh 
to  death,  he  says,  however,  be  thinks 
St  might  result  more  from  want  of 


courage  than  from  cmelty ;  that  '*  the 
'*  action  was  inexcusable,  being  not 
*'  more  unjust  than  meao-apirited, 
<'  and  one  of  the  greatest  blemishes 
"  in  this  reign."  See  A  short  View 
of  the  History  of  England,  Ac.  bj 
Bevil  Higgons,  esq.  8ro.  1 734.  p.  234. 
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And  pays  us  but  with  earth  and  diut : 

Who,  in  the  dark  and  ulent  grave, 

When  we  bare  wander'd  all  our  ways, 

SbutB  up  the  story  of  our  daya. 

But  from  that  earth,  that  grave,  and  dust, 

The  Lord  shall  raise  me  up,  I  tnisL 
The  next  morning,  being  Thursday  the  29th  of  October, 
and  the  lord  mayor's  day,  »r  Walter  R&Iegh  was  conducted, 
by  the  eherifia  of  Middlesex,  to  the  old  Palace-yard  in 
Westminster,  where  there  wae  a  large  scaffold  erected  be- 
fore the  parliament-house  for  hb  execution.  He  had  on  ft 
wrought  nightcap  under  his  hat ;  a  ruff  band ;  a  black 
wrought  velvet  nightgown  over  a  hair-coloured  satin  doub- 
let, and  a  black  wrought  waistcoat ;  a  pur  of  black  cut 
taffeta  breeches,  and  ash-coloured  ailk  stockings.  He 
mounted  the  scafibld  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  sa. 
luted  the  lords,  knights,  uid  gentlemen  of  bis  acquiuntaoce 
there  present.  Then  proclamation  heiag  made  by  an 
officer  for  cdlence,  he  introduced  his  speech  with  informing 
them,  that  as  he  was  yesterday  taken  out  of  hu  bed  in  a 
strong  fit  of  a  fever,  which  much  weakened  him,  and  whose 
untimeliness  forbearing  no  occasion  or  place,  he  expected  it 
again  to  day :  therefore  did  first  Implore  God,  that  he  would 
preserve  him  from  the  interruptions  thereof  at  this  time, 
and  next,  desired  tbe  audience,  if  any  disability  of  vcace  or 
dejection  of  countenance  should  appear  in  him,  that  they 
would  impute  it  rather  to  the  disorder  of  his  body  than  any 
dismayednesB  of  mind.  Then  pausing  a  little,  he  sat  down, 
and  directed  himself  towards  a  window,  where  the  lords 
Arundel,  Northampton,  Dencaster,  with  other  nobles  were 
situng,  and  begun  his  speech.  But  they  being  at  some  dis- 
tance  from  the  scaffold,  he  apprehended  they  did  not  plainly 
distinguish  his  words,  therefore  said,  he  would  stnun  his 
voice,  for  that  he  would  willingly  have  them  hear  him.  To 
which  the  lord  Arundel  answered,  they  would  rather  come 
down  to  the  scaffold ;  which  he,  and  some  others,  did.  Then 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  having  saluted  them  severally,  began 
again,  as  follows : 


BBS  THE  LIFE  OF 

HU  last  <<  X  thank  Grod,  that  he  has  sent  me  to  die  in  the  light, 

'P**^  •  €i  aiid  not  in  darkness.  I  likewise  thank  Gk>d,  that  he  has 
*^  suffered  me  to  die  before  such  an  assembly  of  honourable 
"  witnesses,  and  not  obscurely  in  the  Tower;  where,  for 
the  space  of  thirteen  years  together,  I  have  been  oppressed 
with  many  miseries.  And  I  return  him  thanks,  that  my 
^^  fever  hath  not  taken  me  at  this  time,  as  I  prayed  to  him  it 
^'  might  not,  that  I  might  clear  myself  of  some  aocusatioiis 
**  unjustly  laid  to  my  charge,  and  leave  behind  me  the  tes- 
timony of  a  true  heart  both  to  my  king  and  country. 
There  are  two  main  points  of  suspicion  that  his  majesty 
*^  hath  conceived  against  me,  and  which,  I  conceive,  have 
"  specially  hastened  my  coming  hither ;  therefore  I  desire 
**  to  clear  them  to  your  lordships,  and  resolve  you  in  the 
**  truth  thereof.  The  first  is,  that  his  majesty  hath  been  in- 
•*  formed,  I  have  had  some  plot  or  confederacy  with  France, 
^^  for  which  he  had  some  reasons,  though  grounded  upon  a 
**  weak  foundation.  One  was,  that  when  I  returned  to 
"  Plymouth,  I  endeavoured  to  go  to  Rochel,  which  was  be- 
^^  cause  I  would  fisdn  have  made  my  peace  before  I  came  to 
^^  England.  Another  reason  was,  that  again  I  would  have 
'^  bent  my  course  to  France,  upon  my  last  intended  escape 
from  London,  being  the  place  where  I  might  have  the 
^^  best  means  of  making  such  peace,  and  the  best  safeguard 
during  that  terror. from  above.  These,  joined  with  the 
coming  of  the  French  agent  to  my  house  here  in  London, 
only  to  confer  about  my  said  voyage,  together  with  the 
*'  report  of  my  having  a  commission  from  the  king  of 
**  France,  might  occasion  my  being  so  suspected  in  this  par- 
**  ticular,  and  his  majesty  to  be  so  displeased  with  me.  But 
this  I  say ;  for  a  man  to  call  God  to  witness  at  any  time 
to  a  falsehood,  is  a  grievous  sin.  To  call  him  as  witness 
**  to  a  falsehood  at  the  point  of  death,  when  there  is  no 
time  for  repentance,  is  a  crime  far  more  impious  and  des- 
perate ;  therefore,  for  me  to  call  that  Majesty  to  witness 
an  untruth,  before  whose  tribunal*!  am  instantly  to  ap- 
pear, were  beyond  measure  sinful,  and  without  hope  of 
*^  pardon.     I  do  yet  call  that  great  Crod  to  witness,  that. 
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^^  as  I  hope  to  see  him,  to  be  saved  by  him,  and  live  in  the 
^^  world  to  come,  I  never  had  any  plot  or  intelligence  with 
^^  the  French  king ;  never  had  any  commission  from  him, 
^*  nor  saw  his  hand  or  seal ;  that  I  never  had  any  practice 
^^  or  combination  with  the  French  agent,  nor  ever  knew  or 
''  saw  such  a  person,  till  I  met  him  in  my  gallery  un- 
"  looked  for.  If  I  speak  not  true,  O  Lord,  let  me  never 
^'  enter  into  thy  kingdom. 

*^  The  second  suspicion  or  imputation  was,  that  his  ma- 
**  jesty  had  been  informed  I  had  spoken  disloyally  of  him. 
^^  The  only  witness  of  this  was  a  base  Frenchman,  a  run- 
'^  agate,  a  chymical  fellow,  whom  I  soon  knew  to  be  per- 
fidious ;  for  being  drawn  by  him  into  the  action  of  free- 
ing myself  at  Winchester,  in  which  I  confess  my  hand 
was  touched,  he,  being  sworn  to  secrecy  overnight,  re- 
vealed it  the  next  morning.  It  is  strange,  that  so  mean  a 
^^  fellow  could  so  far  encroach  himself  into  the  favour  of 
^^  the  lords ;  and,  gaping  after  some  great  reward,  could  so 
falsely  accuse  me  of  seditious  speeches  against  his  ma- 
jesty, and  be  so  credited.  But  this  I  here  speak,  it  is  no 
^^  time  for  me  to  flatter  or  to  fear  princes,  I,  who  am  sub- 
^*  ject  only  unto  death :  and  for  me,  who  have  now  to  do 
*^  with  God  alone,  to  tell  a  lie  to  get  the  favour  of  the  king 
^'  were  in  vain  :  and  yet,  if  ever  I  spake  disloyally  or  dis- 
^'  honestly  of  the  king,  either  to  this  Frenchman  or  any 
^^  other ;  ever  intimated  the  least  thought  hurtful  or  prejudi- 
"  cial  of  him,  the  Lord  blot  me  out  of  the  book  of  life. 

*^  I  confess,  I  did  attempt  to  escape,  and  it  was  only  to 
**  save  my  life.  I  likewise  confess,  that  I  feigned  myself 
^^  to  be  indisposed  at  Salisbury,  but  I  hope  it  was  no  sin ; 
for  the  prophet  David  did  make  himself  a  fool,  and 
suffered  spittle  to  fall  upon  his  beard  to  escape  from  the 
*^  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  it  was  not  imputed  unto  him  as 
'^  a  sin :  what  I  did  was  only  to  prolong  time,  till  his  ma- 
jesty came,  in  hopes  of  some  commiseration  from  him. 

But  I  forgive  that  Frenchman,  and  Ukewise  sir  Lewis 
Stucley  the  vrrongs  he  hath  done  me,  with  all  my  heart ; 
for  I  have  received  the  sacrament  this  morning  of  Mr. 
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^<  Dean,  and  I  have  forgiren  all  men ;  but,  in  charity  to 
<^  others,  am  bound  to  caution  them  against  him,  and  such 
<<  as  he  is.     For  sir  Lewis  Stucley,  my  keeper  and  kins- 
**  man,  hath  affirmed,  that  I  should  tell  him,  my  lord  Carev 
*'  and  my  lord  of  Doncaster  here,  did  advise  me  to  escape ; 
but  I  protest  before   God  I  never  told  him  any  such 
thing;  neither  did  these  lords  advise  me  to  any  such 
*  matter.    It  is  not  likely  that  I  should  acquaint  two  privy- 
counsellors  of  my  escape ;  nor  that  I  should  tell  him,  my 
keeper,  it  was  their  advice ;  neither  was  there  any  reasoo 
^*  to  tell  it  him,  or  he  to  report  it ;  for  it  is  well  known  he 
'*  left  me  six,  eight,  or  ten  days  together  alone,  to  go  whi- 
*^  ther  I  listed,  while  he  rode  about  the  country.      He  fiir- 
^'  ther  accused  me,  that  I  should  shew  him  a  letter,  whereby 
<^  I  did  signify  that  I  would  give  him  ten  thousand  pounds 
<'  to  escape ;  but  God  cast  my  soul  into  everlasting  fire  if 
^*  ever  I  made  such  proffer  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  or  one 
^<  thousand  pounds ;  but  indeed  I  shewed  him  a  letter,  that 
<'  if  he  would  go  with  me,  there  should  be  order  taken  for 
<<  the  discharge  of  his  debts  when  he  was  gone ;  ndther  bad 
*^  I  one  thousand  pounds,  for,  if  I  had,  I  could  have  made 
*^  my  peace  better  with   it  otherwise  than  by  giving  it 
**  Stucley.      Further,  he  gave   out,  when  I  came    to  sir 
^^  Edward  Parham''s  house,  who  had  been   a  follower  of 
<^  mine,  and  gave  me  good  entertainment,  I  had  there  re- 
^*  ceived  some  dram  of  poison.     When  1  answered,  that  I 
^^  feared  no  such  thing,  for  I  was  well  assured  of  those  in 
<*  the  house ;  and  therefore  wished  him  to  have  no  such 
'^  thought.     Now  I  will  not  only  say,  that  God  is  the  God 
^*  of  revenge,  but  also  of  mercy ;  and  I  desire  Grod  to  for- 
**  give  him,  as  I  hope  to  be  for^ven."*^     Then  casting  his 
eye  upon  his  note  of  remembrance,  he  went  on  thus: 

^*  It  was  told  the  king,  that  I  was  brought  perforce  into 
*'  England ;  and  that  I  did  not  intend  to  return  again : 
*^  whereas  captain  Charles  Parker,  Mr.  Tresham,  Mr^Leak, 
^*  and  divers  others,  that  knew  how  I  was  dealt  withal  by  the 
"  common  soldiers,  will  witness  to  the  contrary.  They 
'^  were  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  them. who  mutinied  against 
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'^  me,  and  sent  for  me  to  come  to  them ;  for  unto  me  they 
'^  would  not  come.  They  kept  me  close  piisoner  in  my 
^^  cabin,  and  forced  me  to  take  an  oath,  that  I  would  not 
^^  go  into  England  without  their  consent,  other¥ri8e  they 
^^  would  have  cast  me  into  the  sea.  After  I  had  taken 
'^  this  oath,  I  did,  by  wine,  gifts,  and  fair  wordsj^so  work 
"  upon  the  master-gunner,  and  ten  or  twelve  of  the  faction, 
^'  that  I  won  them  to  desist  from  their  purposes,  and  in- 
^'  tended,  when  I  returned  home,  to  procure  their  pardon ; 
''  in  the  mean  while  proposed,  that  I  would  dispose  of  some 
^^  of  them  in  Ireland ;  to  which  they  agreed,  and  would 
^'  have  gone  into  the  north  parts,  from  which  I  dissuaded 
*'  them,  and  told  them,  they  were  red-shanks  who  inha- 
^^  bited  there,  so  drew  them  to  the  south ;  and  the  better 
*^  to  clear  myself  of  them,  was  forced  to  get  them  a  hun- 
^^  dred  and  fifty  pounds  at  Kingsale,  otherwise  I  had  never 
^'  got  from  them. 

^'  There  was  a  report  also,  that  I  meant  not  to  go  to 
^^  Guiana  at  all ;  and  that  I  knew  not  of  any  mine,  nor  in- 
'^  tended  any  such  matter,  but  only  to  get  my  liberty,  which 
'^  I  had  not  the  wit  to  keep.  But  it  was  my  full  intent  to  go 
for  gold,  for  the  benefit  of  his  majesty,  myself,  and  those 
who  went  with  me,  with  the  rest  of  my  countrymen: 
though  he  that  knew  the  head  of  the  mine  would  not 
^^  discover  it  when  he  saw  my  son  was  slain,  but  made  him- 
"  self  away.*"  Then  turning  to  the  earl  of  Arundel,  he 
said,  "  My  lord,  you  being  in  the  gallery  of  my  ship  at  my 
^'  departure,  I  remember  you  took  me  by  the  hand,  and 
^'  said,  you  would  request  one  thing  of  me;  which  was, 
'^  whether  I  made  a  good  voyage  or  a  bad,  that  I  would  re- 
'^  turn  again  into  England ;  which  I  then  promised,  and 
"  gave  you  my  faith  I  would.""  "  So  you  did,''  said  his 
lordship;  "  it  is  true,  and  they  were  the  last  words  I  said 
"  to  you.''  "  Another  slander  was  raised  of  me,  that  I 
^^  should  have  gone  away  from  them,  and  have  left  them  at 
'*  Guiana :  but  there  were  a  great  many  worthy  men,  who 
accompanied  me  always,  as  my  sergeant-major,  and  divers 
others,  (whom  he  named,)  that  knew  it  was  none  of  my 
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"  intention.  Also  it  hath  been  said,  that  I  stinted  them  of 
"  fresh  water ;  to  which  I  answer,  every  one  was,  as  they 
**  must  be  in  a  ship,  furnished  by  measure,  and  not  aooofd- 
**  ing  to  their  appetites.  This  course  all  seamen  know  must 
**  be  used  among  them,  and  to  this  strut  were  we  driven. 
**  Another  opinion  was  held,  that  I  carried  with  me  axteen 
^  thousand  pieces  of  gold ;  and  that  all  the  voyage  I  in- 
*' tended,  was  but  to  gain  my  liberty,  and  this. money  into 
my  hands :  but,  as  I  shall  answer  it  before  God,  I  had  no 
•*  more  in  -all  the  world,  directly  or  indirectly,  than  one 
hundred  pounds;  whereof  I  gave  about  forty-6ve  pounds 
to  my  wife.  "But  the  ground  of  this  false  report  was,  that 
twenty  thousand  pounds  being  adventured,  and  bat  four 
^^  thousand  appearing  in  the  surveyor's  books,  the  rest  had 
my  hand  to  the  bills  for  divers  adventures;  but,  as  I 
**  hope  to  be  saved,  I  had  not  a  penny  more  than  one  hun- 
dred pounds.  These  are  the  material  points  I  thought 
*^  good  to  speak  of;  I  am  at  this  instant  to  render  my  ac- 
count to  Grod,  and  I  protest,  as  I  shall  appear  before 
him,  this  that  I  have  spoken  is  true. 
^^  I  will  borrow  but  a  little  time  more  of  Mr.  Sheriff,  that 
I  may  not  detain  him  too  long ;  and  herein  I  shall  speak 
^^  of  the  imputation  laid  upon  me  through  the  jealousy  of 
**  the  people,  that  I  had  been  a  persecutor  of  my  lord  of 
*^  Essex ;  that  I  rejoiced  in  his  death,  and  stood  in  a  win- 
**  dow  over-against  him  when  he  suffered,  and  puffed  out 
^^  tobacco  in  defiance  of  him  ;  when  as,  God  is  my  witness, 
^^  that  I  shed  tears  for  him  when  he  died ;  and,  as  I  hope  to 
"  look  God  in  the  face  hereafter,  my  lord  of  Essex  did  not 
see  my  face  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  for  I  was  far  off,  in 
the  armoury,  where  I  saw  him,  but  he  saw  not  me.  It  is 
**  true,  I  was  of  a  contrary  faction ;  but  1  take  the  same 
^^  God  to  witness,  that  I  had  no  hand  in  his  death,  nor 
*<  bare  him  any  ill  affection,  but  always  believed  it  would 
**  be  better  for  me  that  his  life  had  been  preserved ;  for 
<*  after  his  fall,  I  got  the  hatred  of  those  who  wished  me 
*•  well  before :  and  those  who  set  me  against  him,  set  them- 
^*  selves  afterwards  against  me,  and  were  my  greatest  ene- 
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"  tnies :  and  my  aoul  hath  many  limes  been  grieved,  that  I 
'  was  not  nearer  to  him  when  he  died ;  because,  as  1  un- 
'  derstood  afterwards,  he  asked  for  me  at  his  death,  and  de- 
''  ared  to  have  heen  recondled  to  me. 

"  And  now  I  entreat,  that  you  all  will  join  with  me  in 
''  prayer  to  that  great  God  of  heaven  whom  I  have  griev- 
'  ously  oflended,  being  a  man  full  of  all  vanity,  who  has 
'  lived  a  sinful  life  in  such  callings  as  have  been  most  in- 
'  ducing  to  it ;  for  I  have  been  a  soldier,  a  sailor,  and  a 
"  courtier,  which  are  courses  of  wickedness  and  vice ;  that 
'*  his  almighty  goodness  will  for^ve  me ;  that  he  will  cast 
*  away  my  sins  from  me;  and  that  he  will  receive  me  into 
<  everlasting  life :  so  I  take  my  leave  of  you  all,  making  my 
"  peace  with  God  *"■" 

Then  proclamation  being  made,  that  all  men  should  de- 


»  Thit  liut  KpMch  of  Ralegh'i  i> 
t«keii  partly  from  rni  old  MS.  copy 
in  tiic  Harleiin  library,  and  uiatber 
in  .MS.  nUo  before  mc,  but  priaci- 
ptilly  from  Hiree  nf  the  iiiOKt  BDCient 
copies  we  b»ve  of  it  id  print,  at  the 
«nil  of  Overbury'x  Nnrrntiic  of  hii 
AmigDmeDt,  and  in  lus  Remuni ; 
rncL  lupplyin^  MnuulJiiii;  Ibr  otbers 
(ire  irantiiig  id,  yet  none  varying 
coDsiilenibly  from  lli<'  ttst,  cltber  in 

From  tJienee  also  the  ^ucncdiatc 
partiealan  above  of  hii  behaviour  at 
hiad»tharedran-D.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
l^li  WM  not  contcBt  vilh  pronounr- 
iujtof  this  speech, but  lefta  mmmary 
of  it,  >igncd  at  this  Ume  by  bis  own 
fannd.  This  we  huTe  but  one  copy 
of  ia  print,  and  it  is  al  the  end  of  Win 
Aimlopy,  M  folloifs.  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
Irttb'a  AOBwer  to  aoiua  TIiId^  at  hi  a 
Death.  '•  I  did  oerer  rereire  any 
'■  direction  from  my  lord  IJartw  lo 
"  make  my  escape,  nor  did  I  ever 
"  tril  Smclcy  any  such  thinj.  I  did 
"  never  name  my  lord  Hay  and  my 
"  lord  Carew  to  Stucley  in  other 
"  irarda  or  tense  than  as  my  ho- 
"  Dourable  frieDds,  among  other 
"  lord*.  I  did  never  shew  onto  Stnc- 
"  ley  any  letter  wherein  there  wm 
'•  io,aoa'.nuDed,oran]>  one  pound; 
"  only  I   UM  him,  that  I  hoped  to 


"  procure  tbe  payment  of  hit  debts 
■<  in  his  abscDCe.  I  never  had  com- 
'•  miaaion  from  the  French  king.  I 
"  nercr  aaw  tlie  French  king's  hand 
"or  seal  in  my  life  I  never  bad 
"  any  plot  or  practice  with  tlie 
"  Frencb.  directly  or  indireclly.  nor 
"  vitb  any  other  prince  or  slate  uo- 
"  kuowti  to  tbe  kitig.  My  true  id- 
'*  trat  was,  to  gn  lu  a  mine  of  goh] 
GuUnai  it  km  not    feigned; 
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'  (o  go  from  Trinidado  a 
*  my  companies  to  come  aiier  m 
'  tbe  savage  itland,  as  Hatby  Fearu 
'  bath  wisely  rvporttd.  I  did  not 
'  carry  with  me  a  hundred  piecai. 
'  I   had  with  me   about   tidy,  and 

■  bronght  back  near  the  tame  nam- 
'  her.  1  never  spaka  lo  the  French 
'  Manourie  any  one  disloyal  word 

■  or  ditlmnourable  apeech  of  tbe 
'  king;  nay,  if  I  bad  not  lured  the 
'  king  truly,  and  trusted  in  bis  gooil- 
'  nesa  aomewhat  too  mocb.  1  knoir 
'  that  I  had  not  now  auOered  death. 

"  These  things  are  most  true,  as 
'  there  is  a  God,  and  aa  I  am  now 
'  lo  appear  before  hia  tribunal  leat ; 

■  when  I  renounce  all  otcrcf  and 
'  aaltatian  if  this  b«  not  tnith.  At 
'  my  death,  W,  RalkgH." 
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part  the  scaffold,  he  prepared  himself  for  death,  giving 
away  his  hat  and  cap  and  money  to  some  attendants  who 
stood  near  him.  When  he  took  leave  of  the  lords  and  other 
gentlemen,  he  entreated  the  lord  Arundel  to  desire  the 
king,  that  no  scandalous  writings  to  defame  him  might  be 
published  after  his  death ;  concluding,  "  I  have  a  long 
**  journey  to  go,  therefore  must  take  my  leave.*'  Then 
having  put  off  his  gown  and  doublet,  he  called  to  the  heads- 
man to  shew  him  the  axe,  which  not  being  suddenly  done, 
he  said,  ^^  I  prithee,  let  me  see  it.  Dost  thou  think  that  I 
"  am  afraid  of  it  ?'^  Having  fingered  the  edge  of  it  a 
little,  he  returned  it,  and  said,  smilmg,  to  the  sheriff,  **  This 
**  is  a  sharp  medicine,  but  it  is  a  sound  cure  for  all  dis- 
"  eases  ;*"  and  having  entreated  the  company  to  pray  to  Grod 
to  assist  and  strengthen  him,  the  executioner  kneeled  down 
and  asked  him  forgiveness ;  which  Ralegh,  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  shoulder,  granted.  Then  being  asked  which  way 
he  would  lay  himself  on  the  block,  he  answered,  *'  So  the 
**  heart  be  right,  it  is  no  matter  which  way  the  head  lies."^ 
As  he  stooped  to  lay  himself  along,  and  reclined  his  head, 
his  face  being  towards  the  east,  the  headsman  spread  his 
own  cloak  under  him.  After  a  little  pause,  he  gave  the 
sign  that  he  was  ready  for  the  stroke  by  lifting  up  his  hand. 
Beheaded,  and  his  head  was  struck  off  at  two  blows,  his  body  never 
shrinking  or  moving.  His  head  was  shewed  on  each  ade 
of  the  scaffold,  and  then  put  into  a  red  leather  bag,  and, 
with  his  velvet  nightgown  thrown  over  it,  was  afterwards 
conveyed  away  in  a  mourning  coach  of  his  lady's.  His 
body,  as  we  are  told,  was  buried  hard  by,  in  the  chancel  of 
St.  Margaret's  church,  near  the  altar ;  but  his  head  was 
long  preserved  in  a  case  by  his  widow,  for  she  siurvived 
him  twenty-nine  years,  as  I  have  found  by  some  anecdotes 
remaining  in  the  family ;  and  after  her  death  it  was  kept 
also  by  her  son  Carew,  with  whom  it  is  said  to  have  been 
buried*. 

*  However,  it  was  thought  by  An-  legh  was  buried  at  Westmioster,  in 
thoiiy  Wood,  ns  was  observed  in  a  the  same  grave  with  his  father  5  it  it 
former  note,  that  the  said  Carew  Ra-     asserted,  at  West-Horslcv  in  Surry, 
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Thus  have  we  seen  how  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  after  a 
shining  and  conspicuous  series  of  actions  agmnst  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  and  for  the  improvement  of  navigation, 
as  well  as  the  enlargement  and  enrichment  of  the  Britbh 
empire,  under  one  sovereign,  was  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
his  estate  and  his  life  under  another ;  how  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, who  had  been  one  of  the  greatest  scourges  of  Spain, 
was  made  a  sacrifice  to  it ;  how  the  services  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh,  I  say,  in  camp,  in  court,  by  land,  by  sea,  with 
sword  and  pen,  were  an  honour  to  queen  £lizabeth''s  reign ; 
and  how  his  sufferings  at  Winchester,  at  Westminster,  by 
imprisonment,  by  law,  with  slander  and  the  axe,  were  the 
disgrace  of  king  Jameses.  Writers  vary  in  their  accounts 
of  his  age ;  but  the  most  credible  historians  inform  us,  that 
he  was  sixty-six  years  old  at  his  execution  ^,  Yet  was  it 
conjectured,  by  the  extraordinary  effusion  of  blood  from  his 
veins,  that  he  had  stock  and  strength  enough  left  of  nature 
to  have  survived  many  years.  "  His  death  was  managed 
"  by  him,'^  as  one  author  has  observed,  *^  with  so  high  and 


which  was  his  scat,  that  the  said  son 
was  buried  there.  And  thcv  have  a  tra- 
dition, that  when  he  was  interred,  the 
head  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  which  had 
been  kept  by  him,  was  then  put  into 
the  grave  with  his  corpse.  And  I 
hare  seen  a  letter  conremiug  such 
of  the  Raleghs  as  were  baptized  or 
buried  at  Horslcy  aforesaid,  written 
by  William  Nicholas,  esq.  who  re- 
sides upon  that  estate,  to  a  frieud ; 
wherein  that  ingenious  gentleman 
«  does  verily  believe,  the  head  he 
"  saw  dug  up  there  in  1 703,  from  the 
"  side  of  a  grave  where  a  Carew  Ra- 
**  legh  had  been  buried,  was  that  of 
'*  sir  Walter  Ralegh;  there  being  no 
<*  bones  of  a  body  to  it,  nor  room  for 
**  any,  the  rest  of  that  side  of  the 
"  grave  being  Arm  chalk."  All  we 
shall  mention  more  of  sir  Walter 
Ralegh's  head  is,  the  story  remem- 
bered by  Osborne  and  Fuller;  who 
tell  ns,  that  Mr.  Edward  Wiemark, 
a  wealthy  ciUzen,  great  newsmon- 
ger,   and    constant    Paul's-walker, 


hearing  there  the  news  of  sir  Wal- 
ter  Ralegh's  death  the  day  he  was  be* 
headed,  and  saying,  among  other 
things,  "  His  head  would  do  very  well 
"  upon  the  tkouldert  of  sir  Robert 
«  Naunton,"  then  secretary  of  state, 
was  complained  of,  and  summoned  to 
the  privy-oouncil ;  where  he  pleaded, 
that  he  intended  no  disrespect  to 
Mr.  Secretary,  only  spake  in  refer- 
ence to  the  old  proverb,  that  '*  Two 
<*  heads  were  better  than  one;"  10 
for  the  present  was  dismissed.  Not 
long  after,  when  rich  men  were  called 
upon  for  a  contribution  to  St.  Paul's 
cathedral,  Wiemark,  at  the  council- 
tnble,  subscribed  a  hundred  pounds. 
But  Mr.  Secretary  said,  "  Two  hun- 
**  dted  are  better  than  one,  you  know, 
"  Mr.  Wiemark :"  which,  between 
fear  and  charity,  he  was  fain  to  sub- 
scribe. 

^  Camden's  Annals  of  King  James, 
Wood's  Athen.  Ozon.  and  Prince's 
Worthies. 
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religious  a  resolution,  as  if  a  Roman  had  acted  a  Chris- 
^^  tian,  or  rather  a  Christian  a  Roman '  :'**  and  this  is  ooo- 
firmed  by  sir  Richard  Hutton^s  evidence,  who  says,  **  He 
died  in  a  good  and  reli^ous  manner ;  spake  much,  and 
without  any  fear  of  death  submitted  himself  to  the  block; 
by  his  death  he  gained  great  reputation  in  this  life,  and, 
by  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  remission  of  his  sins  and 
**  eternal  life  hereafter  ™.'* 


cc 


cc 
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1  Osborne's  Memoirs. 

"  See  Hutton's  Reports,  as  before. 
Not  only  io  prose,  but  in  Terse  we 
have  several  testimonies  of  sir  Wal- 
ter Ralegh's  heroic  comportment  at 
Ills  death.  I  have  seen  three  or  four 
epitaphs  on  him,  highly  extolling  the 
same,  in  print;  whereof  one  ends 
thus: 

<*  Heaven  hath  his  soul,  the  world 

**  his  fame, 
**  The  grave  hb  corpse,  Stucley  his 

'*  shame." 

But  there  is  an  elegy,  written  upon 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  by  Dr.  Henry 
Ring,  afterwards  bishop  of  Chiches- 
ter, which,  though  printed  among  the 
said  prelate's  poems,  in  Svo.  1657, 
has  been  so  little  known  to  any  who 
have  written  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
that  1  choose  rather  to  repeat  that 
tlian  any  other  in  this  place ;  and  it 
is  as  follows : 

'*  I  will  not  weep,  for  'twere  as 

**  great  a  sin 
'*  To  shed  a  tear  for  thee,  as  to  have 

**  been 
"  An   actor  in   thy  death  :  thy  life 

'<  and  age 
'<  Was  but  a  various  scene  on  for- 

**  tune's  stage, 
*'  With    whom    thou     tugg'st    and 

**  strov'st  e'en  out  of  breath 
<*  In  thy  long  toil ;  ne'er  master'd 

<*  till  thy  death ; 
"  And  then,  despite  of  trains  and 

"  cruel  wit, 
**  Thou  didst  at  once  subdue  malice 

«  and  it 
"  I  dare  not  then  so  blast  thy  me- 

**  mory, 
*'  As  say,  I  do  lament,  or  pity  thee. 
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Were  I  to  choose  a  subject  to  be- 

••  stow 
My  pity  on,  he  should  be  one  as  low 
In  spirit  as  desert:  that  durst  not 

"  die. 
But  rather  were  content  by  slavery 
To  purchase  life.    Or  I  woold  pitv 

"  those 
Thy  most  industrious  and  friendly 

«*foes. 
Who,  when  they^tbonght  to  make 

'*  thee  scandal's  story. 
Lent  thee  a  swifter  flight  to  heav'n 

**  and  glory: 
Who  thought,  by  cutting  off  aonse 

*'  wither'd  days. 
Which  thou  couldst  spare   them, 

**•  to  eclipse  thy  praise ; 
Yet  gave  it  brighter  foil,  made  thy 

**  ag'd  fame 
Appear  more  white  and  fair,  than 

**  foul  their  shame. 
And  did  promote  an  execution. 
Which,  but  for  them,  nature  Nud 

"  age  had  done. 
Such  worthless  things  as  these  were 

"  only  born 
To  live  on  pity's  alms,  too  mean 

**  for  scorn. 
Tliou    diest    an    envied    wonder, 

'*  whose  high  fate 
The  world  must  still  admire,  scarce 

"  imitate!" 


Among  the  later  poems  which  have 
been  written  upon  him,  since  here  is 
not  room  for  Dr.  S.  Bowden*t  inge- 
nious verses  inscribed  to  mias  Ra- 
legh, who  is  a  direct  descendant,  and 
now  living  at  Salisbury,  I  shall  here 
recite  only  the  conclusion  of  major 
Richardson  Pack's  Krologue  to  Dr. 
Sewell's  Tragedy  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, as  containing  a  most  notable 
admonition  to  succeeding  tiroes. 
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And  now,  gince  it  is  time  to  close  the  scene,  ^^  let  this 
^^  glorious  and  gallant  cavalier,  whose  enemies  have  oon- 
^^  fessed  he  was  one  of  the  weightiest  and  wisest  men  that 
^^  this  idand  ever  bred,  rest  in  his  grave,  and  may  his  vir- 
^^  tues  live  in  posterity  "  C  whom  to  inspire  therewith,  the 
felicities  of  commemoration,  however  here  disposed  of,  seem 
to  have  signally  combined ;  having  transmitted  many  ample 
testimonies,  how  emulous  the  harmony  of  record  and  the 
spirit  of  communication  have  been  to  restore  those  honours 
to  his  memory  which  were  torn  from  his  person,  and  make 
historical  compensation  for  such  honourable  calamities; 
and  that  so  early,  that  from  this  speedy  growth  of  his 
fame,  through  his  extraordinary  merits  and  misfortunes,  the 
learned  and  judicious  Mr.  Nathanael  Carpenter,  who  wrote 
but  few  years  after  his  death,  drew  that  comprehensive  cha- 
racter which  has  so  much  engaged  the  concurrence  of  all 
succeeding  writers ;  where  he  says,  ^^  Who  hath  not  known 
or  read  of  that  prodigy  of  wit  and  fortune,  sir  Walter 
Ralegh?  a  man  unfortunate  in  nothing  else  but  in  the 
greatness  of  his  wit  and  advancement !  whose  eminent 
^^  worth  was  such,  both  in  domestic  policy,  foreign  expedi- 
^^  tions  and  discoveries ;  in  arts  and  literature,  both  practick 
^*  and  contemplative,  that  it  might  seem  at  once  to  conquer 
^^  both  example  and  imitation  ^.^    But  lest  a  private  judg- 
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*'  Jealous  of  virtue  that  was  so  sub- 

**  lime, 
'<  His  country  daran'd  his  merit  as  a 

"  crime. 
"  The  traitor's  doom  did  on  the  pa- 

"  triot  wait ; 
"  He  sar'd — and  then  he  pcrisli'd  by 

«  the  sUte. 
'*  A  patient  monarch,  too  securely 


« 


•c 


wise. 


**  Unhappy  kings, they  see  with  others* 

"  eyes ! 
«  Weakly   consented  to  the  fpiVitf 

"deed, 
"  And  made  three  kingdoms  in  their 

"  champion  bleed. 
*'  Britons»  by  this  example  taught, 

"  anite ; 
"  Wound  not  the  public  out  of  pri- 

"  Tite  spite. 


To  great  achievenients«  just  re-> 

*<  wards  allow, 
<*  Nor  tear  the  laurel  from  the  vlc- 

"  tor's  brow. 
**  Exert  your  vigour  in  the  nation*a 

**  cause, 
*<  But  grudge  no  rival  his  deserv'd 

'*  applause. 
**  Safely  we  may  defy  Madrid  or 

'*  Rome, 
"If  no  sly  Gondomar  prevails  at 

"  home." 

"  Howel's  Letters,  vol.  a.  p.  37a. 

•  Carpenter's  Oeomphy  Deli- 
neated ;  in  two  books ;  conOdn- 
ing  the  spherical  and  topical  parts 
thereof.  4to.  Oxon.  1625.  and  1635  * 
lib.  t.  cap.  1 1 .  p.  a6i.  Prom  whence 
Howel,  Anthony  Wood,  J.  Prince, 

O  O  4 
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ment  should  be  suspected  more  liable  to  the  ignorance  of  a 
stranger  or  the  affection  of  a  friend,  and  that  there  may 
be  no  room  left  to  doubt  either  of  such  manifold  worth  in 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  or  that  it  was  all  made  a  sacrifice  of 
state  to  the  enemies  and  deceivers  of  the  state,  we  have  re- 
served, as  most  convincing,  the  acknowledgments  of  an 
enemy,  who  made  him  that  sacrifice,  here  to  conclude  with. 
For  king  James,  soon  after  Ralegh'^s  execution,  beginning 
to  see  how  he  was  and  would  be  deluded  by  the  Spaniard, 
made  one  of  his  ministers  write  to  his  agent  in  Spain,  to  let 
that  state  know  they  should  be  looked  upon  as  the  most 
unworthy  people  in  the  world,  if  they  did  not  now  act  with 
ancerity,  since  his  majesty  had  given  so  many  testimonies  of 
his ;  and  now  of  late,  ^^  by  causing  sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  be 
^<  put  to  death,  chiefly  for  the  ^ving  them  satisfaction. 
*^  Further,  to  let  them  see  how,  in  many  actions  of  late,  his 
majesty  had  strained  upon  the  affections  of  his  people, 
and  especially  in  this  last  concerning  sir  Walter  Ralegh, 
who  died  with  a  great  deal  of  courage  and  constancy. 
Lastly,  that  he  should  let  them  know  how  able  a  man  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  was,  to  have  done  his  majesty  service. 
Yet,  to  give  them  content,  he  hath  not  spared  him  ;  when 
by  preserving  him,  he  might  have  pven  great  satisfac- 
**  tion  to  his  subjects,  and  had  at  command,  upon  all  occa- 
*^  sions,  as  useful  a  man  as  served  any  prince  in  Christen- 
"  dom  P. 

And  other  writers  on  sir  W.  Ralegb,      of  state  to  Mr.  Cottington,  agent  in 
have  copied  this  character.  Spain,    in     Rushworth's    Historical 

p  Sec  a  letter  from  a  great  minister     Collections,  vol.  i.  fol.  9,  10. 
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jL  he  character  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh  is  a  combination  of 
so  many  eminent  qualities,  of  the  statesman,  the  commander 
both  at  sea  and  land,  and  the  writer ;  and  the  course  of  his 
life  was  so  full  of  remarkable  and  interesting  scenes  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  of  all  the  varieties  of  fortune,  which  could 
shew  the  extent  and  vigour  of  his  mind  in  every  situation ; 
that,  had  he  flourished  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world,  the 
history  of  him  would  unquestionably  have  been  the  choice 
of  the  Roman  Nepos  and  the  Grecian  Plutarch  ;  nor  could 
the  latter  have  found  juster  parallels  to  him,  than  two  of 
the  most  illustrious  names  of  antiquity,  Xenophon  and  Cas- 
sar,  who  were,  like  him,  equal  masters  of  the  sword  and 
the  pen,  and  equally  capable  of  performing  the  greatest  ac- 
tions, and  recording  them  with  dignity.  And  it  were  to  be 
wished,  for  the  honour  of  his  countrymen,  that  his  merits 
were  represented  with  all  the  advantages  of  style  and  ge- 
nius, of  which  the  ancients  have  left  us  such  admirable  mo- 
dels, joined  to  that  accuracy  which  distinguishes  the  mo- 
dems. But  no  subject  perhaps  stands  less  in  need  of  the 
adventitious  ornaments  of  eloquence,  (though  few  deserve 
them  more,)  since  even  the  simplest  narrative  is  sufficient 
to  raise  and  gratify  the  public  curiosity.  Of  this  kind  is 
the  present  attempt,  to  draw  a  general  sketch  of  this  great 
man,  by  reducing  into  a  short  but  comprehensive  view  all 
the  facts  relating  to  him,  gathered  by  the  industry  of  former 
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writers,  or  discovered  by  later  inquiries.  And  such  an  ac- 
count of  him  has-  a  peculiar  propriety  in  this  place,  as  it 
¥rill  both  give  light  to,  and  receive  it  from  the  collection, 
now  exhibited  to  the  world,  of  his  invaluable  pieces,  all  of 
them  hitherto  scattered,  and  few  generally  known  ;  though 
the  preservation  of  them  in  such  a  form  has  been  a  debt 
long  due  to  his  memory,  to  the  honour  of  our  language, 
and  the  service  of  our  country. 

Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  descended  of  an  ancient  family  in 
Devonshire,  which  was  seated  in  that  county  before  the 
Conquest  ^ ;  and  was  fourth  son  of  Walter  Ralegh,  esq.  of 
Fardel,  in  the  parish  of  Comwood,  eight  miles  east  of  Ply- 
mouth, by  his  third  wife  Catharine,  daughter  of  sir  Philip 
Champemon,  of  Modbury,  and  relict  of  Otho  Gilbert,  of 
Compton  in  Devon,  esq.  ^ :  he  was  bom  in  the  year  1552, 
at  Hayes,  a  pleasant  farm  of  his  father^s,  in  the  pariah  of 
Budley,  in '  that  part  of  Devonshire  bordering  eastward 
upon  the  sea,  near  where  the  Ottery  discharges  itself  into 
the  British  channel^.  After  he  had  passed  through  hb 
first  education  at  school,  he  was  transplanted  to  the  univer- 
aty  of  Oxford,  where  he  became  a  commoner  of  Oriel  col- 
lege ^y  as  likewise  of  Christ-church,  according  to  Dr.  Ful- 
ler ^ ;  and  distinguished  himself  to  great  advantage,  both  by 
the  strength  and  vivacity  of  his  genius,  and  his  application 
to  his  studies  ^  Upon  his  leaving  the  university,  which  he 
did  without  a  degree,  after  about  three  years  residence 
there  s,  he  is  affirmed  by  some  ^  to  have  settled  himself  in 
the  Middle  Temple,  and  to  have  studied  the  law :  but  this 
latter  assertion  is  evidently  a  mistake,  since  he  solemnly  de- 
clared afterwards  upon  his  trial,  that  he  had  never  read  a 
word  of  law  or  statutes  before  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the 


*    Prince's    Worthies    of  Devon,         •  Cbnrch  Hist  1. 4.  ful.  104.  and 

p.  530.  aud  01dys*s  Life  of  sir  Walter  lib.  ^.  sect.  32. 
Ralegh,  fol.  4,  5.  f  Wood,  ibid. 

**  Wood,  Atbcu.  Oxoti.  vol.  i.  col.  "  Id.  ibid. 

435.  2d  edit,  and  Oldys,  fol.  6.  ^^  Id.  ibid,  and  sir  Robert  Naunton's 

<"  Wood,  ibid,  and  Oldys,  fol.  7.  Pragmenta  Regalia,  p.  3  v  ^>t.  ifi4i. 

••  Wood,  ibid.  4to. 
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Tower  K  So  that  if  he  was  at  all  resident  in  the  Temple, 
it  was  not  as  a  student  there.  But  it  is  more  probable,  that 
after  his  quitting  the  university,  he  immediately  went  td 
France;  for  in  1569,  when  he  was  not  above  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  was  one  of  the  select  troop  of  an  hundred 
gentlemen  volunteers,  whom  queen  Elizabeth  permitted 
Henry  Champemon  to  transport  into  that  kingdom,  for  the 
assistance  of  the  protestant  princes  there  ^.  This  troop  of 
horse  arrived  in  the  French  camp  on  the  5th  of  October 
1569,  and  were  very  honourably  received  by  the  queen  of 
Navarre  and  the  princes  ^ :  but  what  particular  services 
they  performed  in  France,  or  how  long  they  continued 
there,  we  have  no  account,  either  in  our  own  writers  or 
those  of  that  country.  So  great  a  scene  of  action,  as  the 
whole  kingdom  of  France  was  at  that  period,  gave  Ralegh 
an  excellent  opportunity  of  acquiring  experience  in  the  art 
of  war,  and  improving  himself  in  the  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guages and  manners  of  men ;  and  his  own  History  of  the 
World  contains  some  remarks,  which  he  then  made  upon 
the  conduct  and  characters  of  some  of  the  great  generals 
there,  of  which  he  had  been  the  witness  himself™.  It  ap- 
pears likewise  from  that  work,  that  he  was  employed  with 
his  troop  in  Languedoc^;  and  engaged  in  1569  in  the 
battle  of  Moncontour  in  Poitou,  where  count  Lewis  of 
Nassau,  brother  to  William  the  first  prince  of  Orange, 
made  the  retreat  with  such  prudence  and  resolution,  as 
saved  one  half  of  the  protestant  army,  then  broken  and  dis- 
l)anded<>.  Ralegh  stayed  in  France  some  time  after  the 
death  of  Charles  IX.  in  May  1574,  having  spent  at  least 
six  years  in  that  kingdom  P ;  so  that  he  could  not  have  re- 
turned to  England  before  the  end  of  1575 ;  and  the  year 
following,  he  had  chambers  in  the  Middle  Temple,  if  the 
commendatory  verses  prefixed  to  Mr.  George  Gascoigne^s 
Steel  Glass,  published  that  year,  were  of  his  composition, 

i  Trial  of  sir  Walter  Ralegb,  Stete  ■  Hiuani  Hist.  lib.  46. 

Trials,  vol.  I.  fol.  180.  "  Lib.  5.  cap. a.  sect.  3.  and  lect. 8. 

^  C'amden's  Annales  Rejons  Eli-  "  Lib.  4.  cap.  a.  sect.  16. 

'/abeUue,  p.  172.  (Hiit.  Liigd.  Batav.  "  Lib.  5.  cap.  a.  sect.  8. 

1625.  p  Oldys,  fol.  10. 
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as  the  name  Walter  Bawley,  though  spelt  difFerently  from 
his  own  manner,  and  the  style  and  turn  of  them,  shew  them 
to  be. 

The  activity  of  his  temper  did  not  suffer  him  to  rest  loog 
at  home,  but  drew  him  soon  into  the  wars  ia  the  Low 
Countries,  in  the  service  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  against 
the  Spaniards  4 ;  in  which  he  probably  had  a  share  in  the 
battle  of  Rimenant,  on  the  Ist  of  August  1578,  whereio 
don  John  of  Austria,  natural  son  of  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
and  governor  of  the  Low  Countries  for  Philip  II.  king  of 
Spain,  met  with  such  vigorous  resistance,  especially  from 
the  English  forces  commanded  by  sir  John  Norris^  that 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat  with  great  loss  and  disgrace,  which 
he  did  not  survive  above  two  months. 

Soon  after  this,  an  opportunity  was  offered  Ral^h  of 
trying  his  fortune  at  sea ;  sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  bis  brother 
by  the  mother^s  side,  having  obtained  a  patent  of  the  queen 
to  plant  and  inhabit  some  northern  parts  of  America,  un- 
possessed by  any  prince,  with  whom  she  was  in  alliance: 
upon  which  occasion,  Ralegh  was  one  of  a  considerable 
number  of  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  an  expedition  to  New- 
foundland, which  proved  unsuccessful.  For  divisions  aris- 
ing amongst  the  volunteers,  and  many  failing  of  their  pro- 
mises, or  refusing  to  embark  when  the  ships  were  ready,  sir 
Humphry,  the  general,  was,  in  1579,  obliged  to  set  sail  with 
a  few  only  of  his  assured  friends,  and  after  a  variety  of 
misfortunes  at  sea,  returned  with  the  loss  of  one  of  his  ships 
in  an  engagement  with  the  Spaniards,  in  which  Ral^h  was 
exposed  to  great  danger  s. 

The  next  year,  1580,  upon  the  descent  of  the  Spanish 
and  Italian  forces  in  Ireland,  under  the  pope'*s  banner,  for 
the  support  of  the  Desmonds  in  their  rebellion  in  Munster, 
he  had  a  captain^s  commission  under  Arthur,  Lord  Grey, 
baron  of  Wilton,  lord  deputy  of  Ireland,  who  went  over 
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into  that  kingdom  in  August  that  year,  and  waa  a  man  of 
great  courage  and  industry,  but  of  equal  severity  of  temper, 
which  he  particularly  exercised  towards  the  Irish  ^  But 
the  chief  services,  which  captain  Ralegh  performed,  were 
under  Thmnas,  earl  of  Ormond,  governor  of  Munster, 
highly  esteemed  by  queen  Elizabeth  for  his  fidelity,  as  well 
as  capacity  and  activity.  He  surprised  the  Irish  kerns  at 
Rakele,  and  having  enclosed  them,  took  every  rebel  upon  the 
spot,  who  was  not  slaip  in  resistance.  Among  them  there 
was  one  laden  with  withies,  who  being  demanded.  What  he 
intended  to  have  done  with  them  ?  boldly  answered,  *^  To 
^^  have  hung  up  the  English  churls  :^  upon  which  Ralegh 
ordered  him  to  be  immediately  despatched  in  that  manner, 
and  the  rest  of  these  robbers  and  murderers  to  be  punished 
according  to  their  deserts ".  He  assisted  likewise  at  the 
siege  of  the  fort  Del  Ore,  which  the  Spanish  succours  under 
San  Josepho  their  ccxnmander,  assisted  by  their  Irish  con- 
federates, had  raised  and  fortified,  as  a  place  of  retreat 
whenever  they  found  themselves  distressed,  as  well  as  proper, 
by  its  situation  upon  the  bay  of  Smerwick  in  the  county  of 
Kerry,  for  receiving  such  supplies  as  they  expected  from 
abroad.  The  lord  deputy  Grey  himself  besieged  this  fort 
by  land,  while  sir  William  Winter,  admiral  of  the  fleet,  at- 
tacked it  by  sea ;  and  captain  BAlegh  commanded  often  in 
the  trenches,  and  contributed  so  much  to  the  reduction  of 
it,  that  it  was  at  last,  on  the  9th  of  November  1689,  obliged 
to  surrender  at  discretion ;  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
garrison  put  to  the  sword,  by  order  of  the  lord  deputy ;  a 
necessary  severity,  the  execution  of  which  fell  to  the  share 
of  the  captains  Ralegh  and  Mackworth,  who  had  the  word 
of  that  day,  and  first  entered  the  castle  *.  During  the  win- 
ter of  this  year,  Ralegh  had  his  quarters  assigned  him  at 
Cork,  where  he  having  been  an  attentive  observer  of  the 
seditious  practices  of  David  lord  Barry,  Patrick  Condon, 
and  other  ringleaders  of  the  rebellion  in  these  parts,  to  dis- 
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tress  those  who  were  peaceably  inclined,  and  to  excite  die 
disaffected  to  an  insurrection ;  he  took  a  journey  to  Dublin 
to  the  lord  deputy,  and  remonstrated  to  him  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  these  practices  in  so  strong  a  manner,  thtt 
his  lordship  and  the  council  gave  him  a  full  ccMnniisflaoD  to 
seize  the  castle  of  Barry-Court,  with  all  the  other  lands  of 
lord  Barry,  and  to  reduce  him  to  peace  and  subjectioo  bjr 
such  means  as  he  should  think  proper ;  for  which  purpose 
he  was  furnished  with  a  party  of  horse.     But  during  this 
interval,  such  measures  were  taken  by  those  in  authocitj 
at  Cork,  as  rendered  the  commisaon  of  little  effect.     Hov- 
ever,  though  the  estate  of  Barry-More  was  conveyed  of«r 
to  the  mother  of  David  Barry,  and  only  rented  to  the  son, 
and  though  it  was  his  principal  seat;  yet  partly  throu^ 
fear  of  Ralegh^s  commission,  and  partly  through  resent- 
ment, that  lord  himself  burnt  the  castle  to  the  ground,  and 
laid  waste  the  country  about  it,  with  greater  outrage  and 
destruction,  than  even  the  zeal  of  his  enemies,  if  they  bad 
taken  it,  would  have  extended  to.    Ral^h,  in  his  return  to 
Cork,  was  attacked  by  Fitz-Edmonds,  seneschal  of  Imo- 
kelly,  an  old  rebel  of  Barry^s  faction,  with  a  party  of  horK 
and  some  kerns,  at  Corabby,-a  ford  between  Yougal  and 
Cork.     Ralegh  was  much  inferior  in  number,  being,  at  hb 
setting  out,  accompanied  but  with  six  men,  and  those  scat- 
tered behind,  when  he  approached  the  ford.     Here  Fitz- 
Edmonds  and  his  crew  sallied  from  their  ambuscades,  and 
crossed  him,  to  oppose  his  passage,  whom  Ralegh  resolutely 
encountered  and  defeated,  or  at  least  broke  through  them, 
so  that  he  got  clear  over  the  river.     But  a  gentleman  of  his 
company,  Mr.  Henry  Moyle,  following,  either  took  a  part 
too  deep,  or  unfordable,  or  plunged  into  a  quick-spring,  or 
his  horse,  otherwise  foundering,  threw  him  down  in  the 
middle  of  it ;  where,  between  the  fear  of  drowning  or  being 
taken  by  the  enemy,  he  called  out  to  Ralegh  for  help ;  who, 
though  escaped  from  both  dangers,  yet  ventured  into  them, 
in  order  to  rescue  his  companion.     But  Moyle,  in  haste  and 
confusion  remounting,  over  leaped  his  horse,  and  fell  down 
on  the  other  side  into  a  deep  mire,  where  he  might  have 
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been  suffocated,  if  Ral^h  had  not  recovered  him  a  second 
time,  and  brought  him  safe  to  land.  Ralegh  waited  on  the 
opposite  bank,  with  his  staff  in  one  hand  and  a  pistol  in 
the  other,  for  the  rest  of  the  company,  who  were  yet  to 
cross  the  river ;  among  whom  was  his  servant  Jenkin,  who 
had  two  hundred  pounds  of  his  money  in  charge.  Fitz- 
Edmonds,  who  had  now  got  a  recruit  of  twelve  men,  and 
was  in  aU  above  twenty  strong,  yet  finding  Ralegh  stand  his 
ground,  and  the  rest  of  his  company  advance,  only  ex- 
changed a  few  rough  wchxIs  with  him,  and  then  retired. 
Not  long  after,  in  a  parley  between  the  earl  of  Ormond  and 
the  rebels,  the  seneschal  boasting  of  his  own  exploits,  Ra- 
legh reproached  him  with  cowardice,  and  that  having  lately 
had  twenty  to  one  on  his  side,  yet  he  durst  not  encounter 
him  alone :  which  one  of  the  rebels  own  companions  endea- 
vouring to  excuse,  as  an  unusual  instance  of  diffidence  in 
their  champion,  and  declaring,  that  he  never  would  be  so 
remiss  again ;  the  earl  of  Ormond,  provoked  at  this,  chal- 
lenged the  seneschal,  with  sir  John  Desmond,  and  any  four 
whom  they  would  name,  to  meet  himself,  captain  Ralegh, 
and  four  others,  at  the  place  above-mentioned,  where  they 
would  pass  the  great  river  to  them,  and  there,  two  to  two, 
four  to  four,  or  six  to  six,  fight,  and  determine  the  point  in 
debate  between  them.  To  this  no  answer  being  then  re- 
turned, Fitz-6ibbon,  the  white  knight,  was  sent  with  a  se- 
cond challenge,  which  was  absolutely  refused  by  the  rebels  T. 
The  earl  of  Ormond  departing  for  flngland  about  the  spring 
of  the  year  1581,  his  government  of  Munster  was  given  to 
captain  Ralegh,  in  commission  with  sir  William  Morgan 
and  captain  Piers.  Ralegh  resided  chiefly  at  Lismore,  and 
spent  all  this  summer  in  the  woods  and  country  adjacent,  in 
continual  action  against  the  rebels*.  He  removed  then, 
with  his  httle  band  of  eighty  foot  and  eight  horse,  to  his 
<Ad  quarters  at  Cork;  but  receiving  intelligence  in  his 
march  that  the  arch-traitor  Barry  was  at  Clove,  with  seve- 
ral hundred  men,  he  resolved  to  pass  through  that  town, 
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and  offer  him  combat ;  and  accordingly  at  the  town^s  end 
met  Barry  with  his  forces,  whom  he  charged  with  prodi- 
gious bravery,  and  put  to  flight.     As  he  pursued  his  jour- 
ney, he  overtook  another  company  of  the  enemy,  in  a  plaiii 
by  a  wood  side ;  whom  he  likewise  attacked,  though  he  had 
only  six  horsemen  with  him,  expecting  probably  that  his 
company  would  soon  join  him.     But  the  rebels,  who  had 
greatly  the  advantage  of  numbers,  being  cut  off  from  the 
wood,  and  having  no  other  relief,  faced  about,  and  fought 
very  desperately,  killing  five  of  the  horses  belonging  to  Rbp 
legh^s  company,  and  amongst  these  his  own ;  and  he  was  in 
extreme  danger  himself  of  being  overpowered  by  numbers, 
if  his  servant  Nicholas  Wright  had  not  interposed ;  who, 
perceiving  his  master^s  horse  mortally  wounded  with  darts, 
and  plunging  past  all  recovery,  encountered   six    of  the 
enemy  at  once,  and  killed  one  of  them ;  while  Patrick  Fa- 
gaw,  another  of  his  fellow-servants,  rescued  Ral^fa,  after  it 
had  been  so  unsuccessfully  attempted  by  James  Fits-Ri- 
chard and  his  kern,  both  of  Ralegh'^s  company,  that  the 
man  was  slain,  and  the  master  near  the  same  fate.     Ral^fa, 
upon  the  sight  of  this,  would  not  suffer  Wright  to  fight  by 
him  any  longer,  but  ordered  him  to  assist  Fitz-Richard ; 
which  he  immediately  did  by  rushing  into  the  throng  of 
the  enemy,  and  despatching  the  rebel  who  pressed  upon 
Fitz-Richard,  rescuing  the  latter  from  the  most  imminent 
danger.     In  this  sharp  skirmish   many  of  the  rebels  pe- 
rished, and  two  were  taken  prisoners,  and  carried  by  Ra- 
legh to  Cork ;  who,  during  his  residence  there,  performed 
several  other  services,  which  raised  his  reputation ;  particu- 
larly by  his  courage  and  address  in  seizing  the  lord  Rocb  in 
his  own  castle,  who  was  suspected  of  a  confederacy  with 
some  of  the  chief  rebels  ». 

In  the  month  of  August,  the  same  year  1581,  captain 
John  Zouch  being  appointed  governor  of  M unster  by  the 
lord  deputy,  Ralegh  attended  him  in  several  journeys  to 
settle  and  compose  that  country;    but  the  chief  place  of 
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their  reffldence  was  Cork :  and  after  Zoucb  had  cut  off 
sir  John  Desmond,  one  of  the  most  formidable  rebels,  and 
brother  of  the  earl  of  Desmond,  he  left  the  government  of 
that  city  to  Ralegh  ^ ;  whose  company  being  not  long  after 
disbanded,  upon  the  reduction  of  that  earl,  the  slaughter  of 
his  brothers,  and  the  submission  of  Barry,  he  returned  to 
England. 

His  eminent  accomplishments  soon  introduced  him  to  the 
notice  of  the  court,  and  her  majesty^s  favour.  In  February 
1581-S,  he  was  one  of  those  persons  of  distinction,  who,  by 
the  queen^s  command,  accompanied  the  duke  of  Anjou,  upon 
his  departure  from  England  to  the  Netherlands,  in  order  to 
take  upon  him  the  government  of  that  country,  and  in  1582, 
on  his  return,  he  brought  over  the  prince  of  Grangers  letters 
to  her  majesty,  that  prince  desiring  him,  at  the  delivery  of 
those  letters,  to  say  to  her  from  him,  sub  umbra  alarum 
tuarum  protegimur  ^\  as  it  is  certain,  that  the  united  pro- 
vinces had  at  that  time  their  chief  support,  as  well  as  ex- 
pectation, from  the  queen. 

The  lord  Grey  having  resign^  the  sword  of  Ireland  to- 
wards the  end  of  August  158S,  the  dispute  between  him 
and  Ralegh,  upon  reasons  which  are  variously  assigned  by 
different  writers,  was  brought  to  an  hearing  before  the 
council-table  in  England,  where  the  latter  supported  his 
cause  with  such  abilities,  as  fixed  him  in  the  good  opinion 
both  of  her  majesty  and  the  lords  of  council  ^ :  and  this, 
added  to  the  patronage  of  the  favourite  earl  of  Leicester,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  one  considerable  occasion  of  his  pre- 
ferment ;  though  it  did  not  imme<Uately  take  place.  Nor 
could  the  hopes  of  it  restrain  him  from  engaging  in  a  second 
expedition  of  his  brother  sir  Humphry  Gilbert  to  New- 
foundland ;  for  which  he  built  a  strong  ship  of  two  hun- 
dred tons,  called  the  Bark  Ralegh,  and  furnished  it  com- 
pletely for  the  voyage,  in  which  he  resolved  to  attend  his 
brother  as  his  vice-admiral.     That  fleet  departed  from  Ply- 
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mouth  the  11th  of  June  1583;  but  after  it  had  been  two 
or  three  days  out  at  sea,  a  contagious  distemper  having 
seized  the  whole  crew  of  Ralegh's  ship,  obliged  him  to  re- 
turn to  that  port.  However,  by  this  accident  he  escaped 
the  misfortunes  of  that  expedition,  in  which,  after  mr  Hum- 
phry had  taken  possession  of  Newfoundland  in  right  of  the 
crown  of  England,  and  assigned  lands  to  every  man  of  his 
company,  and  sailed  three  hundred  leagues  in  his  voyage 
home,  with  full  hopes  of  the  queen^s  as^stance  to  fit  out  a 
fieet,  not  only  for  the  north,  but  one  also  for  the  south  the 
next  year,  he  unfortunately  perished ;  for,  ventunng  rashly 
IB  a  fiigate  of  but  ten  tons,  called  the  Squirrel,  he  was  oa 
the  9th  of  September  that  year,  at  midnight,  swallowed  up 
in  an  high  sea.  Another  of  the  vessels,  called  the  Delight, 
suffered  the  same  fate  a  few  days  before ;  and  even  the  rest 
returned  not  without  great  hazard  and  loss  c.  But  this  ill 
success  *  could  not  divert  Ralegh  from  pursuing  a  scheme  of 
such  importance  to  his  country,  as  these  discoveries  in  the 
north  of  America.  As  soon  therefore  as  he  had  drawn  up 
an  account  of  the  advantages  of  such  a  design,  and  the 
means  of  prosecuting  it,  he  laid  it  before  the  queen  and 
council,  who  were  so  well  satisfied  with  it,  that  her  majesty, 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1584,  granted  him  letters  patents  in 
favour  of  his  project,  "  containing  free  liberty  to  discover 
"  such  remote  heathen  and  barbarous  lands,  as  were  not  ac- 
tually possessed  by  any  Christian,  nor  inhabited  by  Chris- 
tian people.'"  Immediately  upon  this  grant,  Ralegh  chose 
two  able  and  experienced  commanders,  captain  Philip  Ami- 
das,  and  captain  Arthur  Barlow,  and  furnished  them  with 
two  vessels  fitted  out  at  his  own  expense,  with  such  expedi- 
tion, that  on  the  27th  of  April  following  they  set  sail  from 
the  west  of  England,  taking  their  course  by  the  Canary 
islands,  where  they  arrived  on  the  10th  of  May,  towards 
the  West  Indies :  and  that  being  in  those  days  the  best  and 
most  frequented  route  to  America,  they  passed  by  the  Car- 
ribbee  islands  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  reached  the 

•   Capt.   Edw.  Hayes's  report  of     NewfoaDdland,  in   Haklnyt,  vol.  «. 
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gulf  of  Florida  on  the  Sd  of  July;  sailing  along  the  shore 
abQUt  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  before  they  could 
find  a  convenient  harbour.  At  last  they  debarked  on  a  very 
lov  land,  which  proved  to  be  an  island  called  Wotcoken ; 
and  after  taking  formal  possesaon  of  the  country,  on  the 
13th  of  that  month,  in  the  name  of  the  queen  of  England, 
they  carried  on  a  friendly  correspondence  with  the  native 
Indians,  who  supplied  them  with  great  variety  of  fish  and 
venison,  and  gave  them  furs  and  deer  skins  in  exchange  for 
trifles.  Thus  encouraged  by  the  natives,  eight  of  the  com- 
pany in  a  boat  went  up  the  river  Occam  twenty  miles ;  and 
next  day  in  the  evening  they  came  to  an  island  called  Roa- 
nok,  which  was  about  seven  leagues  from  the  place  where 
their  ships  lay.  Here  they  found  the  residence  of  the  In- 
dian chief,  whose  name  was  Granganimeo ;  whose  house 
consisted  of  nine  apartments  built  of  cedar,  and  fortified 
round  with  sharp  pieces  of  timber.  His  wife  came  out  to 
them,  and  ordered  her  people  to  carry  them  ttom  the  boat 
on  their  backs,  and  shewed  them  many  other  civilities,  to 
express  their  friendly  entreaties  towards  them,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  her  husband.  They  continued  their  intercourse 
with  the  natives  for  some  time,  still  viewing  the  situation  of 
the  adjacent  country ;  and  after  having  obtained  the  best 
information  they  could  of -the  number  and  strength  of  the 
Indian  nations  in  that  nrighbourhood,  and  of  their  connec- 
tions, alliances,  or  contests  with  each  other,  they  returned  to 
England  about  the  middle  of  September ',  and  made  such 
an  advantageous  report  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
healthiness  of  the  climate,  that  the  queen  favoured  the  de- 
sign of  settling  a  colony  in  that  country,  to  which  her  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  give  the  name  of  Virginias. 

About  two  months  after,  Ralegh  was  chosen  knight  of 
the  shire  for  his  own  county  of  Devon,  sir  William  Court- 
ney being  the  other  *< ;  and  made  a  considerable  figure  in 
parliament,  where  a  bill  passed  in  confirmation  of  his  patent 
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for  the  discovery  of  foreign  countries.  During  the  course  of 
the  session,  he  received,  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  hor 
majesty,  a  distinction  the  more  honourable  to  him,  as  the 
queen  was  extremely  cautious  and  frugal  in  the  bestowing 
of  honours.  And  besides  the  patent  for  discoveries,  she  had 
granted  him  about  the  same  time  another,  to  license  the 
vending  of  wines  throughout  the  kingdom,  whicji  was  in  all 
probability  a  very  lucrative  one  to  him ;  but  it  engaged  him 
in  a  dispute  widi  the  university  of  Cambridge,- which  bsd 
opposed  one  Keymer,  whom  he  had  licensed  to  sell  wine 
there,  contrary  to  the  privileges  of  that  university  K 

The  parliament  being  prorogued  on  the  29th  of  March 
1585,  sir  Walter  was  at  leisure  to  pursue  his  views  for  the 
improvement  of  navigation ;  and  accordingly  his  brother, 
Adrian  Gilbert  of  Sandridge,  afterwards  knighted,  having 
been  at  great  charges  in  finding  out  the  northern  passage  to 
China  and  the  Moluccas,  and  obtained  a  patent  two  yesn 
before  to  prosecute  the  discovery  by  partners,  under  the 
title  of,  7%^  coUeagfies  qftheJeUowshipJbr  the  diaccfcerjf 
of  the  north-west  passage ;  Ralegh  was  one  of  the  assodates 
in  this  enterprise,  in  which  captain  Davis,  an  experi^ioed 
navigator,  was  employed.  That  captain  first  set  out  upon 
it  this  summer  from  Falmouth  in  two  barks ;  and  when  he 
came  to  land  in  sixty-six  degrees  forty  minutes  latitude^ 
anchored  in  a  very  good  road  under  a  mountain,  the  ciiBs 
of  which  resembled  the  colour  of  gold,  which  he  named 
Mount-Ralegh,  in  honour  of  sir  Walter ;  and  soon  aflter  fell 
into  the  very  passage  which  he  was  in  quest  of,  since  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Davis^s  Stnuts  K  But  the  further 
search  of  it  was  made  by  captain  Davis,  under  the  same  pa- 
tronage and  support,  in  two  voyages  more,  the  two  following 
years,  when  he  in  a  manner  completed  that  discovery  ^ 

Sir  Walter  was  so  intent  upon  the  planting  of  his  new  co- 
lony in  Virginia,  that  about  two  months  before  Davis  began 
his  first  voyage,  Ralegh  set  out  his  own  fleet  of  seven  sail 

•  Oldys,  fol.  26,  27.  for  the  discovery  of  the  north-west 

It  John  Jane's  account  of  captain      passage,  in  HakJuyt,  vol.3,  fbl.  101. 
Davis's  first  voyage,  in  June  1585,         '  Hakluyt,  ibid. 
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for  that  country,  under  the  oonunand  of  his  cousin  sir  Ri- 
chard  Grenville,   general   of  the    expedition,   appointing 
Mr.  Ralph  Lane,  afterwards  knighted,  to  be  governor  of 
the  colony,   which   was   now   transported   thither.     They 
sailed  from  Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  April  1585,  and  pur- 
suing the  same  course  which  they  had  done  the  preceding 
year,  they  came  to  anchor  at  Wokoken  on  the  26th  of  June, 
whence  they  sent  their  comphments  to  king  Wingina  at 
Roanok.     Then  the  general,  taking  one  week^s  provision 
with  him,  and  a  select  company,  made  a  progress  to  the 
main  land,  and  visited  many  Indian  towns ;  but  unhappily, 
at  one  of  them,  the  Indians  having  stolen  a  silver  cup,  the 
English  were  so  indiscreet  in  their  revenge  as  to  bum  the 
town,  and  destroy  the  corn-fields ;  an  act,  which  they  had 
afterwards  sufficient  reason  to  repent  of.     The  general  re- 
turning to  his  fleet  at  Wokoken,  thought  fit  to  weigh  an* 
chor,  and  remove  from  thence  to  Hattarass ;  where  having 
rested  a  little,  some  of  the  Indian  chiefs  were  entertiuned  on 
board  the  admiral ;  and  on  the  tlBth  of  August  the  general 
himself  set  sail  for  England,  taking  in  his  passage  a  Spanish 
prize  worth  fifty  thousand  pounds;  with  which,  on  the  18th 
of  October,  he  arrived  at  Plymouth,  having  left  behind  him 
in  Vir^nia  an  hundred  and  seven  persons,  to  settle  a  co- 
lony at  Roanok,  amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Thomas  Harriot, 
the  celebrated  mathematician  ^. 

The  rich  Spanish  prize  above  mentioned  was  not  the  only 
circumstance  of  good  fortune  which  happened  to  Ralegh 
this  year;  for  the  rebellion  in  Munster  in  Ireland  being 
now  suppressed,  and  the  forfeited  lands  divided  into  seig- 
niories among  those  principally  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  the  important  service  of  reducing  that  country ;  her  ma- 
jesty granted  him  one  of  the  largest  portions,  consisting  of 
twelve  thousand  acres,  in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Water- 
ford,  with  certain  privileges  and  immunities,  upon  those 
conditions  of  planting  and  improving  the  same,  to  which  the 

"•  Hakluyt,  vol.3,  fol.  251. 
P  p  4 
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other  grantees  were  obliged  ^.    This  great  estate  he  planted 
at  his  own  expense,  and  at  the  end  of  the  queen'^a  reign  soU 
it  to  Richard  Boyle,  afterwards  earl  of  Cork  o,  who  owns 
this  purchase  to  have  been  one  great  step  to   the  vast 
fortune  which   he   afterwards  acquired.     Encouraged  bj 
this  noble  grant,  Ralegh  fitted  out  a  third  fleet  for  Vii^ginia, 
where  the  colony  left  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lane  having 
suffered  great  distresses^  had  procured  a  passage  into  Eng- 
land, in  June  1586,  from  sir  Francis  Drake,  who  had  visited 
it  in  his  return  from  his  conquest  of  St.  Domingo,  Cartha- 
gena,  and  St.  Augustine  P.     Ralegh  had,  in  the  spring  of 
that  year,  sent  one  ship  of  an  hundred  tons,  well  provided 
of  all  things  necessary  for  the  succour  of  that  colony ;  but 
not  arriving  before  the  people  had  left  the  oountry,  thb 
ship  returned  with  all  her  lading  to  England.     And  about 
fifteen  days  after,  sir  Richard  Grenville  arrived  at  Viiginia 
with  three  ships  more,  well  stored  for  the  same  company  of 
planters,  which  he  had  left  there  in  1585.     But  findb^ 
neither  them  nor  the  last  mentioned  ship,  as  he  expected, 
and  observing  that  all  their  former  habitations  were  quite 
abandoned,  sir  Richard,  unwilling  to  lose  the  possesfiion  of 
so  good  a  country,  landed  fifteen  men  on  the  island  of  Boa- 
nok,  leaving  them  a  plentiful  stock  of  provi»ons  for  two 
years,  and  set  sail  for  England,  and  in  his  return  took  some 
Spanish  prizes  at  the  Azores  <).     Ralegh  had  likewise  great 
success  at  the  same  place,  having  about  the  same  time  de- 
spatched two  ships,  called  the  Serpent  and  Mary  Spark, 
under  the  conduct  of  captain  Jacob  Whiddon,  John  Eve- 
sham, and  others,  who  departed  from  Plymouth  on  the  10th 
of  June  1586,  and  took  more  Spanish  prizes  than  they 
could  bring  home.     On  board  of  one  of  these  prizes  was 
taken  prisoner  the  governor  of  St.  MichaePs  island ;  and  in 
another  Pedro  de  Sarmiento,  governor  of  the  straits  of  Ma- 

"  Cox's  Hist,  of  JreUody  fol.  389.  Tboroas  Birch,  M.  A.  p.  8,  9.  edit. 

391.  Lond.  1744,  8vo. 

*>  True  remembrancet  of  Richard  p  Haklayt,   vol.  3.  fol.  264.   and 

Boyle,  earl  of  Cork,  in  the  Life  of  547. 

the   honourable    RolSert   Boyle,   by  ^  Hakluyt,  vol.3.  fol.  265. 
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gel]an,  the  most  aninent  and  experienced  luvigator  of  all 
Spain '.  Ralegh  was  likewise  the  same  year  an  adventure 
of  his  line  pinnace  named  Dorothy,  in  an  expedition  de- 
signed for  the  south-sea  by  the  earl  of  Cumberland,  but 
prosecuted  no  further  than  the  latitude  of  forty-four  degrees 
to  the  south  of  the  equinoctial,  in  the  course  of  whidi 
voyage  some  small  prizes  were  taken  ■. 

Ralegh  was  now  equally  esteemed  for  lus  zeal  for  the  im- 
provement of  all  arts  and  sciences,  as  the  encouragement  of 
new  discoveries  of  countries,  and  the  phuttation  of  new  co- 
lonies; and  his  patronage  of  learned  and  ingenious  men 
was  acknowledged  in  the  dedication  of  their  several  works. 
Particularly  in  this  year  1586,  Martin  Bassaniere  of  Paris, 
having  printed  there  a  very  valuable  history  of  the  first  dis- 
covery of  Florida  about  twenty  years  before  by  Ren^  Lau- 
donniere,  and  three  other  French  captains,  the  manuscript 
of  which  had  been  sent  over  to  him  by  Mr.  Richard  Hak- 
luyt,  he  inscribed  it  to  Ralegh ;  to  whom  the  English  trans- 
lation of  it  by  Mr.  Hakluy  t,  printed  the  year  following,  was 
likewise  dedicated.  Ralegh  gave  likewise  great  encourage- 
ment to  Mr.  Hakluyt,  to  enable  him  in  the  publishing  of 
his  noble  collection  of  English  Voyages;  and  supported 
Jtunes  Morgues,  an  eminent  French  painter,  who  had  been 
sent  over  by  Coligny,  admiral  of  France,  with  the  above- 
mentitmed  discoveries  of  Florida,  in  the  great  expense  of 
publishing  the  draughts  and  descriptions  of  that  country  in 
London,  where  that  painter  for  some  time  resded '. 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  year  1S86,  he  was  advanced  so 
highly  in  the  queen's  favour,  that  her  majesty  made  him 
seneschal  of  the  duchies  of  Cornwall  and  Exeter,  and  lord, 
warden  of  the  stannaries  in  Devonshire  and  Cornwall.  But 
these  preferments  were  attended  with  the  usual  effects  of 
them,  and  exposed  him  to  the  envy  of  those  who  were 
much  inferior  to  him  in  merit " ;  and  even  the  earl  of  Lei- 
cester himself,  who  had  been  formerly  his  friend,  grew  jea- 

'  Hakluyt,  vol.  l.  piit  i.  fol.  ito.  '  Hooker's  dedica^oa  to  rir  WkI- 

■  Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  lot.  j6q.  ter  Ral^,  of  bit  Supply  of  tbe  [ridi 

■  Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  fol-  30'-  Chroiikle. 
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lous  of  him,  and  set  up  in  opposition  to  him  his  nephew, 
the  young  earl  of  Essex  ^. 

The  comedians  themselves  likewise  took  the  liberty  to  re- 
flect upon  Ralegh^s  power  and  influence  upon  the  queen; 
which  her  majesty  resented  so  highly,  as  to  forbid  TarletoD, 
the  most  celebrated  actor  of  that  age,  from  approaching  her 
presence  x. 

But  neither  the  factions  of  the  court,  nor  the  aspersions 
of  the  people,  whom  Ralegh  would  never  condescend  to 
court  by  the  usual  arts  2,  could  deter  him  from  attending 
the  duties  of  his  several  posts  and  employments  upon  all  oc- 
casions; and  in  the  latter  end  of  this  year  1586  we  find 
him  in  the  parliament,  which  was  dissolved  on  the  9Sd  of 
March,  and  in  which  the  fate  of  the  queen  of  Scots  was  de- 
termined :  and  he  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
consult  upon  the  amendment  of  some  things,  to  which  the 
clergy  were  required  to  be  sworn,  and  for  considering  the 
proper  means  to  procure  a  learned  ministry;  the  queen 
having,  in  her  speech  at  the  close  of  the  last  sessicm,  re- 
minded the  bishops  of  some  faults  and  negligences,  which  if 
they  did  not  amend,  she  threatened  to  depose  them  K 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1587,  Ralegh  prepared  a 
new  colony  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  Virginia,  im- 
der  the  command  of  Mr.  John  White,  whom  he  appointed 
governor,  and  with  him  twelve  assistants,  to  whom  he  gave 
a  charter,  and  incorporated  them  by  the  name  of  the  go- 
vemor  and  assistants  of  the  city  of  Ralegh  in  VirgimcL* 
Their  fleet,  consisting  of  three  sail,  departed  from  Ports- 
mouth on  the  26th  of  April,  and  on  the  23d  of  July  ar- 
rived at  Hattarass.  The  governor  immediately  despatched  a 
strong  party  to  the  isle  of  Roanok,  expecting  to  find  the  fif- 
teen men  left  there  by  sir  Richard  Grenville  tlieyear  before, 
intending  from  thence  to  pass  to  the  bay  of  Chesepiock,  where 

*  Sir  Henrv  Wotton's  Parallel  of     in  Ralegh,  as  well  as  tbe  affectatioa 
Devereux  earl  of  Essex  and  Villiers     of  it  in  tbe  earl  of  Essex.     *« 


duke  of  Buckingham.  "  not  to  be  Essex  ;  shun  to  be  Ra- 

y  Bobun's  Character  of  Queen  Eli-  "  legb."    Precepts  to  his  son  sir  Ro- 

zabcth,  p.  353.  bcrt  Cecil. 

*  The  lord  treasurer  BurghleyUkes  'Sir  Simonds  I  VEwes' Journal  of 

notice  of  this  contempt  of  popularity  Parliaments,  p.  413.  and  328. 
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they  designed  to  fix  their  seat,  and  build  a  fort,  according 
to  the  directions  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh.  But  they  sought 
their  companions  in  vain,  whom  they  afterwards  found  to 
have  been  treacherously  attacked,  and  several  of  them  mur* 
dered,  by  a  party  of  savages,  and  the  rest  driven  to  some  re- 
mote part  of  the  country.  But  this  new  colony  having  re- 
established their  interest  and  alliance  with  the  natives,  the 
planters  considering  they  should  soon  want  fresh  supplies  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  but  differing  about  the 
choice  of  an  agent  to  go  to  England  for  that  purpose,  they 
at  last  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  undertake  that  office, 
who  returned  with  the  ships  in  the  latter  end  of  the  same 
year^. 

Ralegh,  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  the  colony,  upon  the 
return  of  Mr.  White  the  governor,  immediately  ordered  a 
pinnace  to  be  sent  to  them,  with  all  such  provisions  as  he 
apprehended  they  might  want;  promising  that  he  would 
prepare  a  good  supply  of  shipping  and  men,  with  all  other 
necessaries,  to  be  with  them  the  summer  following.  He  ac- 
cordingly prepared  a  fleet  at  Biddeford,  in  the  west  of 
England,  under  the  command  of  sir  Richard  Grenville;  but 
the  situation  of  the  nation,  under  the  apprehensions  of  the 
invasion  from  Spain  in  the  year  1688,  prevented  their  sail- 
ing ;  so  that  governor  White  could  only  obtain  two  small 
pinnaces,  called  the  Brave  and  the  Roe,  with  fifteen  planters, 
and  all  convenient  provisions  for  those  who  wintered  in 
Virginia.  These  vessels  sailed  from  Biddef(H*d  on  the  S2d 
of  April  that  year;  but  one  of  them  meeting  with  two 
strong  men  of  war  of  Rochelle,  about  fifty  leagues  to  the 
north-east  of  Madeira,  suffered  so  much  in  the  engagement 
with  them,  and  was  so  thoroughly  rifled  by  the  enemy,  that 
it  was  obliged  to  return  to  England ;  as  its  companion  did 
soon  after,  having  perhaps  met  with  the  like  misfortune ;  at 
least  without  performing  the  intended  voyage,  to  the  dis* 
tress  of  the  planters  abroad,  and  regret  of  their  patron  at 
home  ^, 

Before  this  time,  and  probably  in  the  beginning  of  the 

^  Hakluyt,  vol.  3.  fol.  308.  287.  ^  Id.  fol.  771. 
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year  1587,  he  received  a  Dew  and  considerable  mark  of  her 
majesty^s  favour,  being  advanced  to  the  post  of  captain  of 
her  guard,  which  he  held  together  with  those  of  Icnnd  war- 
den of  the  stannaries  and  Ueutenant-general  of  the  ooun^ 
of  Cornwall. 

The  nation,  during  the  course  of  that  year,  being  alarmed 
with  the  preparations  in  Spain,  which  seemed  intended 
against  England,  sir  Walter  was,  in  November  1587,  one  of 
the  council  of  war  appointed  to  consider  of  the  most  effSec- 
tual  methods  for  the  security  of  the  nation ;  upcm  which  oc- 
casion he  drew  up  a  scheme  for  that  purpose,  which  is  a 
proof  of  his  judgment  and  abilities^. 

But  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  mere  offioe  of  giv- 
ing advice,  but  exerted  himself  in  action  in  every  carcuin- 
stance  which  could  contribute  to  the  safety  of  his  countiy. 
He  raised  and  disciplined  the  militia  of  Cornwall ;  and  afker 
having  performed  all  possible  services  at  land,  joined  the 
fleet  in  July  1588,  with  a  squadron  of  volunteers,  both  of 
nobles  and  gentlemen,  and  had  a  very  con^derable  share  in 
the  several  engagements  with,  and  at  last  total  defeat  of, 
the  Spanish  armada,  in  the  latter  end  of  that  month  «.  His 
merits  in  so  important  a  crisis  justly  raised  him  still  higher 
in  the  queen'^s  favour,  to  whom  he  was  now  gentleman  of 
her  privy  chamber,  and  who  granted  him  this  year  some 
additional  advantages  to  his  wine  office ;  which  he  enjoyed 
during  the  rest  of  her  reign  ^. 

The  establishment  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  having  met 
with  so  many  interruptions  and  misfortunes,  though  he  had 
spent  no  less  than  forty  thousand  pounds  upon  it,  he  thought 
proper,  on  the  7th  of  March  158|^  to  make  an  assignment 
of  his  right,  title,  and  interest  in  it,  to  certain  gentlemen 
and  merchants  of  London,  reserving  only  to  himself  the 
fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  silver  ore ;  and  at  the  same  time 
contributing  an  hundred  pounds  towards  their  first  ex- 
penses, and  continuing  to  assist  them  upon  all  occasions, 
with  his  advice  and  interest  s. 

••  Oldys,  fol.39y  4^*  4'*  ^  ^^-  ^'°'-  47- 

*  Id.  fol.  43.  46.  >  Id.  fol.  49. 
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Don  Antonio,  king  of  Portugal,  who  had  been  expelled 
from  his  dominions  by  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  and  was  here  in 
London  after  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  having 
taken  that  opportunity  to  apply  to  queen  Elizabeth  for  her 
assistance  in  the  recovery  of  his  kingdom,  and  her  majesty 
consenting  to  bear  her  share  in  that  undertaking,  by  con^ 
tributing  six  men  of  war,  and  threescore  tliousand  pounds, 
and  encouraging  her  subjects  to  concur  in  the  design ;  sir 
Walter  Ralegh  took  a  considerable  part  in  it,  and  accom- 
panied that  prince,  with  sir  Francis  Drake  and  sir  John 
Norris,  in  the  expedition  to  Portugal  in  Aprill589.  But 
we  have  few  particulars  which  relate  personally  to  him 
during  the  course  of  it^  except  his  taking  a  great  number  of 
hulks  and  other  ships  belonging  to  the  Hans  Towns,  laden 
with  Spanish  goods,  provisions,  and  ammunition,  for  a  new 
invasion  of  England :  and  his  conduct  in  the  whole  affair 
was  so  highly  satisfactory  to  her  majesty,  that  she  ho- 
noured him,  as  well  as  the  other  commanders,  with  a  gold 
chain  ^, 

In  his  return  home  he  touched  upon  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land »,  where  he  probably  made  a  short  excursion  to  his 
seigniory  in  Munster,  and  saw  the  old  countess  of  Desmond, 
who  had  been  married  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  ^  and 
visited  Spenser  the  poet,  who  mentions  the  circumstances  of 
this  visit,  in  his  pastoral,  entitled,  Colin  Clout's  come  home 
again,  dedicated,  about  two  years  after,  to  sir  Walter,  who 
carried  that  admirable  writer  with  him  to  England,  and  in- 
troduced him  to  the  queen,  and  encouraged  him  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Fairy  Queen ;  Ralegh  himself  having  an  ex- 
cellent genius,  as  well  as  taste,  for  poetry;  his  odes  being 


^  Oldys,  fol.  49, 50. 

^  The  supposition y  that  it  was  in 
his  returu  home  from  Portugal,  that 
be  touched  upon  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
seems  contradicted  by  an  original 
letter  of  captain  (afterwards  sir) 
Francis  Allen  to  Anthony  Bacon, 
esq.  elder  brother  of  lord  chancellor 
Bacon,  dated  at  London,  August 
'7>  >5S9>  extant  among  the  papers 


of  Mr.  Bacon,  vol.  i.  fol.  122.  in  the 
Lambeth  library ;  in  which  letter 
that  gentleman  writes,  *'  My  lord  of 
'*  Essex  hath  chased  Mr.  Ralegh 
**  from  the  court,  and  confined  him 
<*  into  Ireland.  Conjecture  you  the 
"  rest  of  that  matter.*' 

^  History  of  the  World,  I.  1.  c.  5. 
sect.  5. 
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celebrated  for  their  sublimity  and  pathos  in   a  judicioiis 
writer  upon  that  art,  as  early  as  the  year  1589  ^* 

His  moderation,  with  regard  to  the  controversy  between 
the  established  church  and  the  puritans,  appears  from  his  in- 
tercession and  procuring  a  reprieve  for  Mr.  John  Udal,  a 
nonconformist  minister,  who  had  been  condemned  in  July 
1590,  for  felony,  in  writing  The  Demonstration  of  IKao- 
pline.  And  the  warmth  of  his  friendship  is  evident,  from 
the  elaborate  defence  which  he  wrote  of  the  conduct  c^  bis 
friend  sir  Richard  GrenviUe,  who  had  lost  his  life  in  the  ex- 
pedition in  1591,  for  intercepting  the  Spanish  Plate  fleet  at 
the  isles  of  the  Azores  *". 

Ralegh  had  now  formed  a  design  against  the  Spaniards  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  particularly  at  Panama,  with  a  de- 
fflgn  of  meeting  the  Plate  fleet ;  and  was  at  a  great  expense 
in  fitting  out  a  maritime  force  for  that  purpose,  and  used 
his  utmost  interest  to  engage  his  friends  and  others  in  the 
adventure.  The  scheme,  which  he  had  drawn  up,  appeared 
so  feasible  to  her  majesty,  he  having  provided  no  less  than 
thirteen  ships  of  his  own  and  his  fellow  adventurers,  all 
well  manned,  and  plentifully  furnished  with  arms,  provi- 
sions, and  all  other  necessaries,  that  she  added  to  them  two 
of  her  own  men  of  war,  the  Garland  and  Foresight,  and 
gave  him  a  commission  as  general  of  the  fleet ;  the  post  of 
lieutenant-general  being  conferred  upon  sir  John  Burgh. 
He  departed  with  his  ships  to  the  west  of  England,  in  Fe- 
bruary 169^ ;  but  the  winds  proved  so  contrary,  that  he 
could  not  put  to  sea  from  thence  till  the  6th  of  May  1592 ; 
and  the  next  day  sir  Martin  Frobisher  followed  and  over- 
took him  with  the  queen'*s  letters  to  recall  him.  But  he 
finding  his  honour  so  far  engaged  in  the  undertaking  of  this 
voyage,  that  without  proceeding  he  saw  no  method  of  sav- 
ing his  reputation,  or  satisfying  his  friends,  who  had  contri- 


'  llie  Art  of  English  Poesy,  p.  51.  gentlemen  pen»ioncr8  to  queen  Eliza- 

1. 1,  edit.  London,  1589.  Wood,  Ath.  hetb. 

Oxon.  vol.  I.  fol.  323.  ascribes  tbis  •■  Oldys,  fol.  59— 63. 
book  to  Mr.  Piittenbam,  one  of  the 
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buted  8o  largely  to  the  adventure;  and  interpreting  the 
queen'*s  letters  with  some  latitude,  resolved  to  continue  in 
the  fleet,  and  pursued  his  course,  notwithstanding  he  under- 
stood  that  the  king  of  Spain  had  ordered  that  no  ships 
should  sail  that  year,  nor  any  treasure  be  brought  from  the 
West  Indies.  But  on  the  11th  of  May,  meeting  with  a 
storm  off  cape  Finister,  and  considering  that  the  season  was 
too  much  advanced  for  his  design  upon  Panama,  and  that 
his  provisions  were  now  too  far  consumed  for  so  long  a 
voyage ;  he  divided  his  fleet  into  two  squadrons,  commit- 
ting one  to  sir  John  Burgh,  and  the  other  to  sir  Martin 
Frobisher ;  with  orders  to  the  latter  to  lie  off  the  south 
cape,  to  keep  in  and  terrify  the  Spaniards  on  their  own 
coast ;  while  the  former  lay  at  the  Azores  for  the  caracks 
from  the  East  Indies.  The  success  of  these  directions  was 
answerable  to  the  excellent  judgment  that  formed  them. 
For  the  Spanish  admiral  receiving  intelligence  that  the 
English  fleet  was  cruising  upon  their  coast,  collected  his 
whole  naval  power  to  watch  Frobisher,  and  defend  the 
southern  parts  of  Spain;  while  the  caracks  unguarded 
were  left  a  prey  to  sir  John  Burgh,  who,  on  the  8d  of  Au- 
gust, made  himself  master  of  the  Madte  de  Dios^  one  of 
the  greatest  ships  belonging  to  Portugal,  and  esteemed  the 
richest  prize  that  had  ever  been  brought  to  England,  being 
in  burden  no -less  than  1600  ton,  whereof  900  were  mer- 
chandise. But  by  the  embezzlement  of  jewels  and  other 
valuable  effects  by  the  sailors,  the  cargo  fell  short  above 
two-thirds  of  the  computation  of  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  which  had  been  made  by  Ralegh  and  sir  John 
Hawkins,  his  chief  partner  in  the  enterprise " ;  and  the 
queen  herself  took  the  largest  share  of  it  ®. 

In  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
next,  sir  Walter  exerted  himself  in  parliament  with  all  the 
abilities  of  an  accomplished  speaker,  and  declared  strongly 
for  an  open  war  against  Spain,  and  vigorously  promoted 
the  subsidies  raised  for  the  public  service.     He  was  con- 

■  Oldys,  p. 63.  and  65.        "  Sir  William  Modsod's  Naral  Tracts,  p.  i8i. 
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cemed  likewise  in  several  bills,  pan 
alienii  selling  foreign  wares  in  England 
viidng  and  correcting  an  act  to  retain 
in  due  obedience ;  which,  in  its  first  I 
against  the  Brownists  and  other  secti 
clauses,  which  he  thought  dangerous  t 
Father  Parsons,  the  Jesuit,  whose 
were  at  least  equal  to  his  talents  as  a  ¥ 
no  means  contemptible,  in  the  libel  w] 
Latin,  in  the  year  1593,  under  the  nai 
pater,  against  the  great  men  of  her 
had  been  instrumental  in  framing  hei 
vemher  29th,  1591,  agtunst  the  pop« 
shewed  a  peculiar  spleen  against  sir  V 
the  imputation  which  he'  cast  upon  1 
that  of  b^ng  a  direct  founder  and  < 
atheism,  and  ambitious  of  making  coi 
tlemen  to  the  principles  of  it  A  later 
vise  %  that  his  dissent  from  some  prin< 
nity  exposed  him  to  the  reproach  i 
known  assertor  of  a  God  and  provid' 
Wood,  whose  judgment  and  censurei 
regarded,  though  his  collections  of  fi 
luable,  contents  himself'  with  impi 
which  that  historian  pretends  he  h 
friend  Mr.  Harriot  the  mathematician, 
tice  Popham  likewise,  upon  ar  Walter 
in  1603,  after  charging  him  with  eag 
rupt  covetousness,  adds,  that  he  hai 
world  with  the  defence  of  most  heathe 
opinions.  But  the  most  considerable  a 
met  with,  to  countenance  the  suspicioi 
gion,  is  that  of  archbishop  Abbot,  wbc 
never  printed,  dated  at  Lambeth,  Fefa 


r  Sir  S.  D'Bwei'  Joiirniil,  fbl. 
4J8.  ^S^.  49).  49,1-  495-  $09-  '"^ 
517.  rad  Towiuliend's  CoUcctioai, 
foL  j6. 
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addressed  to  sir  Thomas  Roe,  then  ambassador  at  the 
MoguPs  court,  expressly  charges  sir  Walter  with  ^^ques- 
^^  tioning  God^s  being  and  omnipotence ;  which,**^  adds  his 
grace,  ^^  that  just  Judge  made  good  upon  himself,  in  over- 
tumbling  his  estate,  but  last  of  all  bringing  him  to  an 
execution  by  law,  where  he  died  a  religious  and  Christian 
**  death."^  But  it  is  highly  probable,  that  mr  Walter^s  opin- 
ions might  be  misrepresented  by  his  enemies,  or  wrong 
conclusions  drawn  from  those  which  he  maintained :  and  it 
would  be  a  shocking  injustice  to  the  memory  of  so  great  a 
man,  to  suspect  him  of  irreligion,  whose  writings  contain 
not  the  least  trace  of  it,  and  whose  history  in  particular 
breathes  a  strong  spirit  of  real  and  genuine  piety.  It  is  dif- 
ficult at  this  distance  to  trace  the  origin  of  such  an  imputa- 
tion ;  which  some  have  ima^ned  might  have  been  the  more 
industriously  propagated  on  account  of  his  having  obtidned 
of  the  crown  a  grant  in  1594  of  some  church-lands,  a 
course  of  reward  usual  with  queen  Elizabeth  towards  such 
as  had  performed  any  considerable  service  to  the  state :  for 
doctor  John  Coldwell,  upon  his  election  to  the  see  of  Salis- 
bury, having  consented  to  alienate  the  manor  of  Sherborne 
in  Dorsetshire  to  the  crown,  sir  Walter  requested  and  pro- 
cured it  of  her  majesty  ^. 

But  in  the  height  of  his  favour  with  the  queen,  he  fell 
under  her  majesty^s  displeasure  ^ ;  for  being  enamoured  of 


*  Sir  John  Harringtou's  Brief  Viewr 
of  tbe  State  of  tbe  Church  of  Eog- 
Und,  p.  92.  and  Fuller's  Church  His- 
tory, 1. 10.  p.  37. 

*  The  conjecture  about  the  time  of 
sir  Walter's  disgrace  and  confine- 
ment, on  account  of  debauching  Mrs. 
Throckmorton,  is  fully  established 
by  the  following  passage  of  an  ori- 
ginal letter  of  nr  Edward  Stafford  to 
Anthony  Bacon,  esq.  among  that 
genUeman's  papers,  vol.  2.  fol.  123. 
dated  at  Dniry-house,  July  30, 1592  : 
'<  If  you  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
"  sir  Walter  Halegh,  or  any  love  to 
"  make  to  Mrs.  Throckmorton,  at 
**  the  Tower  to-morrow  you  may 
<<  speak  with  them,  if  the  counter- 
**  mand  come  not  to-night,  as  some 
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"think  will  not  be,  and  particularly 
'*  he  that  hath  charge  to  send  them 
«  thither."  Sir  Walter  continued 
in  the  Tower  till  the  latter  end  of 
September,  when  he  was  discharged 
from  it,  and  after  shewing  himself 
two  days  in  London,  went  into  the 
west  to  look  after  his  share  in  the 
great  prize,  the  Madre  de  Dios,  taken 
from  the  Spaniards ;  as  we  learn 
from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Morgan  Colman 
to  Mr.  Anthony  Bacon,  dated  at 
London,  September  23, 1592,  among 
Mr.  Bacon's  Papers,  vol.  a.  fol.  142. 
And  Mr.  Bacon  himself  writes  to  Mr. 
(afterward  sir)  Anthony  Standen,  in  a 
letter  about  March  1592-3,  ibid.  fol. 
167.  that  sir  Walter  **  having  been  al- 
most a  year  in  diigraoe  for  sereral 

Qq 
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Mrs.  Elizabeth  Throckmorton,  daugfal 
man  and  Bmbauador  nr  Nicholas  Tl 
of  the  qtieen''B  maids  of  honour,  and 
their  amour  discovering  the  intrigi 
highly  exasperated,  and  ordered  him 
\&^  months,  and  after  his  enlarge 
court,  whence  the  lady  was  likewise  d 
tendance ;  to  whom  he  afterwards  mad 
reparation  he  could  by  marriage  >",  in 
examples  of  conjugal  affection  and  6di 
It  was  probably  during  his  confiner 
that  an  incident  happened  of  a  very  re 
as  we  have  not  the  least  mention  of 
be  beet  related  in  the  words  of  an  or 
published,  from  Mr.  (afterwards  sir) 
Robert  Cecil,  then  a  privy  counsellor, 
tary  of  state,  earl  of  Salisbury,  ant 
The  letter  has  no  date  of  month  or 
ment  is  26th  of  July,  and  is  as  follow 

"  Honorable  Sir, 
"  I  cannot  chuse  but  advertysc  y 
"  gedye,  that  this  day  had  lyke  to  ha 
"  the  captayne  of  the  guarde  and  the 
"  denaunce,  if  I  had  not  by  greate  ct 
"  very  instant  to  have  turned  it  into  a 


"  occuioDB  ....  is  yet  lioTering  be- 
"  tween  frar  >Dd  hope."  Howei-er, 
be  look  his  seat  ia  the  parliaineol, 
which  beguD  February  1592,  and  was 
diuolred  00  the  9th  of  April  1 593  ; 
and  diitiDgulabcd  himself  in  it  >tpoa 
DBDy  occasions.  His  endesTOurs  to 
recover  her  m^esty's  favour  proved 
cessful  during  the  n    "     '-'    - 


year; 


1    the    end    of   Jau 


a93-4,hehad1)opesofbeingappoiDt- 
a  privy  coiiuselior,  among  some 
utLera  then  ripected  to  be  niaile  i  as 
ire  find  hy  an  original  letter  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  Faunt,fonnerlysecrelary  to 
rir  Francis  Walsingham.  This  letter  is 
dated  on  the  jist  ot  that  month,  and 
addretsed    to    Mr.  Anthony    Bacon, 


'  tbem 


"  beha 

■  Cai 
JohnH 


^ 
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the  report  of  hyr  majestie^s  beinge  att  sir  Greorge  Carye^s, 
ar  W.  Rawly  having  gazed  and  syghed  a  long  tyme  att 
his  study-wyndow,  from  whence  he  myght  disceme  the 
barges  and  boates  aboute  the  Black-fryars  stayers,  soo- 
daynly  he  brake  owte  into  a  greate  distemper,  and  sware 
that  hys  enymyes  hadd  of  purpose  brought  hyr  majesde 
thether  to  breake  his  gaule  in  sounder  with  Tantalus  tor- 
**  ment,  that,  when  shee  wentt  away,  he  myght  see  hys 
"  death  before  hys  eyes ;  with  many  such  lyke  conceyts. 
**  And  as  a  mann  transported  with  passion,  he  sware  to  sir 
Greorge  Carew,  that  he  wolde  disguyse  hymeselfe,  and 
gett  into  a  payer  of  oares  to  ease  hys  mynde  but  with 
a  syght  of  the  queene,  or  els  he  protested  his  harte  wolde 
**  breake.     But  the  trusty  jaylor  wcJd  non  of  that,  for  dis- 
pleasing the  hygher  powers,  as  he  sayde,  which  he  more 
respected  than  the  feeding  of  hys  humor ;  and  so  flatly 
**  refused  to  permitt  hym.     But  in  conclusion  uppon  this 
disspute,  they  fell  flatt  owte  to  ccJloryq  outra^ous  wordes, 
with  streyning  and  struggling  att  the  doores,  that  all 
lamenes  was  forgotten,  and  in  the  fury  of  the  conflyct, 
the  jaylor  he  had  hys  newe  perwygg  tome  of  hys  crowne; 
and  yet  heare  the  battle  ended  not,  for  att  laste  they  had 
gotten  owte  theyr  daggers ;  which  when  I  sawe,  I  played 
the  styckler  betweene  theme,  and  so  purchased  such  a 
rapp  on  the  knockles,  that  I  wysht  both   theyr  pates 
broken ;  and  so  with  much  adoo  they  stayed  thejrre  brawle 
to  see  my  bloodyed  fyngers.     Att  the  fyrste  I  was  ready 
to  breake  with  laughinge  to  see  theme  too  so  scamble 
and  brawle  lyke  mad  menn,  untyU   I  sawe  the  ircAi 
walkinge ;  and  then  I  dyd  my  best  to  apease  the  fury. 
As  yet  I  canot  reconcyle  them  by  any  perswasions,  for 
*'  sir  Walt,  sweares,  that  he  shall  hate  hjrme  for  so  re- 
stra3ming  hyme  from  the  syht  of  hys  mistress,  whylst  he 
lyves ;  for  that  he  knowes  not,*"  as  he  sayd,  ^*  whether 
^^  ever  he  shall  see  hyr  agayne,  when  shee  is  gonn  the  pio- 
^  gress.     And  sir  Georg,  on  hys  syde,  swares,  that  he  had 
^<  rather  he  should  lose  hys  longinge,  then  that  he  wcdde 
^*  draw  on  hyme  hyr  majestie^s  displeasure  by  such  liberty. 
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|y>  ihev  foniynew  in  mallycc  and  snarlyoge,  but  I  aft 

\  all  the  smarte  lyghled  on  mc,      I  cannot  tell 

Id  more  alowe  of  the  jwssionat  lover  or  the 

Bui  yf  yourselfe  had  scene    it,  as    I   dyd,  yo» 

Lid  have  hyne  as  hartely  merry  and  sorry,  as  ever  y 

■  in  all  your  lyfe  for  so  ehorte  a  tyme.      I  prayeyo» 

in  my  hasiy  wrytlen  narration,   which    I   acquaynl 

with,  hoping  yow  wyll  be  the  peace-malter.     BuH, 

Itl  sir,  let  no  body  knowe  theareof,  for  I  feare  sir  W, 

Bwly  wyll  shortely  growe  to  be  Orlando  Purioso,  if  the 

Iglit  Angelyca  persever  agaynst  hyme  a  lyttle  Ioiif;er. 

our  honor's  humbly  to  be  uommauaded, 
liDiloa  ia  hute,  tbit  Wensdaye.  '*  A.  GOTge& 

I  following  postscript  is  added  upon  a  little  slip  of  p^ 

per,  waxed  on  to  the  letter  itself. 
If  yow  let  the  Q.  majestic  know  heareof,  as  yow  thinck 

,  [k  it;  but  otherwyse,  good  sir,   keepe  it 
I  theyr  tredylts ;  for  they  know  not  of  my  discomKi 
jich  I  could  wyshe  her  majestie  knewe." 

le  Ilalegh  continued  under  her  majesty's  rliipliawin". 

retirement  from  her  court,  he  projected  a  . 

nn  any  which  he  had  yet  undertaken;  the  discowTV 

[;  rich  and  extensive  empire  of  Guiana,  in  the  south  of 

,  whicii  the  Spaniards  had  then  only  visited,  and 

s  day  have  never  conquered.     For  this  purpose,  h«v- 

Bollecled  whatever  informations  he  could  procure  relal- 

}  it,  and  the  means  of  entering  it,  he  drew  up,  in  1^9^ 

ions  for  captain  Whiddon,  an  old  officer,  whose  ex- 

e  he  had  before  tried,  and  sent  him  to  take  a  view  of 

St,  who  returned  the  year  following  with  a  very  f«- 

e  report  of  the  riches  of  the  country,  which  he  had 

Jed  from  some  of  the  principal   cassiques    upon  the 

i  of  it.     Thin  determined  Halegh's  resolution,  who 

Bg  provided  a  squadron  of  ships  at  a  very  great  ex- 

,  the  lord  high  admiral  Howard  and  sir  Robert  Cecil 
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conceived  so  good  an  ojunion  of  the  design,  that  they  both 
concurred  in  it.  There  is  no  exact  account  of  the  number 
of  the  ships,  but  we  may  distinguish  id  his  own  account  five 
at  least,  be«des  barges,  wherries,  and  other  necessary  ten* 
ders.  With  these  he  set  sail  from  Plymouth  on  the  6th  of 
February  1594,  ^"^  proceeded  to  the  Canaries,  and  arrived 
at  the  isle  of  Trinidad  on  the  9Sd  of  March ;  where  he 
made  himself  master  of  St.  Joseph,  a  small  dty,  and  took 
the  Spanish  governor,  Antonio  de  Berreo;  who,  in  return 
for  the  courteous  treatment  which  he  received  from  sir 
Walter,  frankly  opened  to  him  the  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience which  he  had  gained  in  the  many  years  which  he 
had  spent,  together  with  great  sums  of  money,  upon  Gu^ 
ana,  though  at  the  same  time  he  discouraged  Ralegh^s  at- 
tempt upon  the  country.  But  rir  Walter,  who  was  not  to 
be  diverted  by  any  apprehensitms  of  difficulty  or  danger, 
leaving  his  ships  at  Curiapan  in  Trinidad,  with  an  hundred 
men,  in  several  little  barks,  sailed  up  the  river  Oronoque^ 
400  miles,  in  search  of  Guiana.  Several  of  the  petty  kings 
of  the  country  resigned  their  sovereignUes  into  his  hand 
for  the  queen's  use.  But  the  weather  was  so  hot,  and  the 
riuns  so  violent,  that  he  was  forced  to  retire,  in  as  much 
danger  of  being  borne  down  by  the  rapid  torrents  of  water, 
as  of  his  enemies.  The  inhabitants  of  Cumana  refusing  to 
bring  in  the  contributions  which  he  required,  he  fired  the 
town,  as  also  part  of  St.  Mary's,  and  Rio  de  la  Haca ;  and 
having  satisfied  himself  of  the  cert^ty  of  the  gold  mines  of 
the  country,  and  made  a  much  greater  progress  in  the  dis- 
covery of  it  in  a  month,  than  the  Spaniards  had  done  in 
many  years;  he  returned  home  with  honour  and  riches  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  summer  of  1595 ;  and  the  year  follow- 
ing published  in  quarto  an  account  of  his  voyage  and  disco- 
veries, dedicated  to  the  lord  admiral  Howard  and  sir  Robert 
Cecil,  his  fellow-adventurers. 

But  this  account  of  his  was  not  suflitnent  to  procure  him 

the  public  concurrence  for  the  prosecution  of  his  discovety 

of  Guiana ;  some  affecting  to  treat  many  things  in  it  as  &. 

bulous,  or  at  least  uncertain ;  and  others  inusdng  upon  the 

QqS 
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haisard  of  sending  a  large  fleet  well  manned  into  w  un- 
healthy a  i-timale ;  while  envy  perhaps  was  the  cluef  ciu« 
of  [he  rejection  of  his  propoKals.  Dut,  to  shew  that  tie 
hnd  a  ihorough  conlidcnce  in  his  own  scheme,  he  6lted  out 
two  ships  at  his  exi>enBe,  the  Darting  and  the  Discovenr, 
under  cuptain  Laurence  Keymie,  who  hnd  atletided  hire  in 
the  first  voynge.  Keymis  set  sail  in  the  latter  end  of  J»- 
nuary  1595-6,  and  liaving  made  further  dtscorcries  with  rr- 
lation  to  Guiana,  and  the  gold  mines  there,  he  returoeH  U> 
England  in  June  following,  and  published  sn  account  U 
his  expeililion,  dedicated  to  Halegh. 

Sir  Waller  continued  still  in  a  state  of  banishment  froo 
the  court  in  Decemlwr  lSj)5.  though  strong  solicUstiwi) 
were  made  in  his  favour;  but  he  lived  about  Londuo  in 
great  splendour  *.  However,  in  the  year  following,  Ififfi. 
he  was  so  fur  restored  to  favour,  that  he  was  engaged  in  ihe 
important  and  successful  expedition  to  Cadiz,  wherein  ihe 
earl  of  Essex  and  the  lord  admiral  Howard  were  joint  «ji&. 
inanders,  and  Ralegh,  with  many  other  persona  etninenl  for 
tnilitary  skill,  of  the  council  of  war,  and  one  of  the  ad- 
mirals ''-  The  fleet  sailed  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and  on 
the  SOlh  of  that  month  arrived  before  Cadiz.  The  loni  ad- 
miral was  of  opinion,  that  the  land  forces  should  attack  (he 
town  first,  that  the  fleet  might  not  be  exposed  to  the  firv  (/ 
the  ships  in  the  port  and  thai  of  the  city  and  forts  adja- 
cent at  the  same  time.  The  council  of  war,  called  upun 
this  occasion,  concurred  in  this  opinion ;  in  consequence  of 
which  a  resolution  was  taken  to  attack  the  town  immediaielv 
Sir  Walter  not  happening  to  l»e  present  at  this  council  of 
war,  nor  being  acquainted  with  the  resolution,  till  the  earl 
of  Essex  was  actually  pulling  his  men  into  boats,  in  order 
to  land  them,  went  directly,  upon  hearing  of  the  deugn,  to 
that  earl,  and  offered  such  convincing  reasons  against  it, 
and  for  their  first  falling  upon  the  galleons  and  ships  in  the 
harbour,  that  the  earl  saw  the  necessity  of  altering  ihdr 
scheme,  and  desired  sir  Walter  to  dissuade  the  admiml 
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from  that  of  landing ;  in  which  he  succeeded,  and  prevailed 
with  him  to  consent  that  the  fleet  should  first  enter  the 
port,  and  attack  the  Spanish  galleons  and  galleys.  When  he 
returned  to  the  earl  of  Essex  with  the  news  of  the  admiral's 
agreement,  crying  out  in  his  long  boat,  Entramoa,  the  earl 
cost  his  hat  into  the  seafor  joy,  and  prepared  to  weigh  an- 
chor. The  day  was  now  far  spent,  and  ur  Walter  advised 
the  deferring  of  the  attack  till  next  morning,  and  in  the 
night  wrote  the  admiral  a  letter  concerning  the  dispo«tion 
of  it ;  particularly  that  two  great  flyboats  should  board 
each  galleon,  after  the  queen's  ships  had  sufficiently  battered 
it.  This  method  being  agreed  upon,  and  both  the  generals 
persuaded  to  lead  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  NT  Walter  in 
the  Warspite  had  the  command  of  the  van,  which  was  to 
enter  the  harbour,  and  conusted  of  the  Mary-Rose,  com- 
manded by  sir  George  Carew,  the  Lion,  by  sir  Robert 
Southwell,  the  Rainbow,  by  sir  Francis  Vere,  the  Swiftsure, 
by  captain  Cross,  the  Dreadnought,  by  m  Conyers  Clifibrd, 
and  the  Nonpareil,  by  Mr.  Robert  Dudley ;  besides  twelve 
London  hired  ships  and  the  flyboats;  the  lord  Thomas 
Howard  leaving  his  own  ship,  the  Mer  Honeur,  to  go  on 
board  the  Nonpareil.  On  the  22d  of  June,  sir  Walter 
weighed  anchor  at  break  of  day,  and  bore  in  towards  the 
Spanish  fleet,  which  lay  in  this  disposition  to  support  the 
attack.  Under  the  walls  of  the  city  were  ranged  seventeea 
galleys,  that  they  might  the  better  flank  the  English  ships  as 
they  entered,  and  hinder  them  from  passing  forward  to  the 
galleons.  The  artillery  from  Fort  Philip  played  on  the 
fleet,  as  did  the  cannon  from  the  curtain  of  the  town,  and 
ux  culverins  scoured  the  channel.  When  the  Spanish  ad- 
miral, the  St.  Philip,  perceived  the  Engli^  approaching 
under  sail,  dte  set  sail  likewise;  and  with  her  the  St. 
Matthew,  Sl  Andrew,  and  St.  Thomas,  four  of  the  capital 
galleons  of  Spain,  the  two  great  galleasses  of  Lisbon,  three 
frigates  of  war,  two  argosies,  the  admiral,  vice-admiral,  a 
rear-admiral  of  New  Spain,  with  forty  other  great  ships 
boimd  for  Mexico  and  other  places.  Of  these,  the  St.  Philip, 
the  St.  Matthew,  the  St-  Andrew,  and  the  St.  Thinnas, 
tt  q  4 
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came  again  to  anchor  under  the  fort  of  Pontal,  in  a  strut 
of  the  harbour  which  leads  to  Puerto-Real.  On  the  star- 
board side  were  placed  the  three  frigates,  behind  them  the 
two  galleasses  of  Lisbon.  The  argosies  and  seventeen  gal- 
leys were  posted  in  a  situation  to  play  upon  the  English,  as 
they  entered  the  harbour ;  and  behind  these  the  admiral, 
vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  of  New  Spain,  with  the  body 
of  the  fleet,  in  order  to  defend  the  entrance,  their  line  stretdi- 
ing  like  a  bridge  over  the  strait,  which  was  also  guarded 
by  the  fort  of  Puntal.  Sir  Walter,  advancing  in  the  van  rf 
the  English,  was  first  saluted  by  Fort  Philip,  next  by  the 
cannon  of  the  curtain,  and  lastly  .by  all  the  seventeen  gallejs, 
which  lay  near  the  town  with  all  their  prows  bent  against 
him  as  he  entered.  He  answered  their  fire  with  a  flourish 
of  his  trumpets,  and  still  kept  driving  forwards,  that  he 
might  draw  up  a  sufiicient  number  of  the  English  ships  into 
play,  and  to  engage  those  which  he  passed  by,  while  he  at- 
tacked the  body  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly  the  ships 
which  followed  him  b^at  so  thick  upon  the  galleys,  that 
they  soon  betook  themselves  to  their  oars,  and  got  up  to 
join  the  galleons  in  the  strait  Sir  Walter  gave  them  ae^ 
veral  broadsides  as  they  passed  him,  and  bore  down  upon 
the  St.  Philip,  as  more  worthy  of  his  fire,  and  came  to  an- 
chor by  the  great  galleons,  which  he  began  to  batter  with 
the  utmost  resolution.  The  lord  Thomas  Howard  came 
soon  to  an  anchor  on  one  side  of  him,  though  pretty  much 
behind,  with  sir  Robert  Southwell ;  sir  George  Carew  and 
the  Clifibrds  on  the  other,  and  sir  Francis  Vere  towards  the 
Puntal.  At  last,  after  they  had  cannonaded  the  enemy  for 
a  long  time,  about  ten  in  the  morning  the  earl  of  Essex, 
impatient  of  continuing  any  longer  at  a  distance  from  the 
action,  bore  through  the  fleet,  heading  the  ships  on  the  left 
hand,  and  anchored  near  to  sir  Walter.  Captain  Cross  af« 
terwards  advanced  as  near  as  he  could ;  but  Ralegh  was  al- 
ways closest  to  the  enemy,  and  stood  single  in  the  head  of 
all.  After  this  vigorous  exchange  of  shot  for  near  thiee 
hours,  in  which  his  ship  suffered  so  much,  that  it  was  ready 
to  sink,  he  went  to  the  admiral  in  his  skifl^,  to  desire  that 
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he  would  oblige  the  flyboats  to  advance,  that  he  might 
board  the  enemy.  The  earl  of  Essex  was  then  coming  up, 
to  whom  Ralegh  declared,  that  if  those  boats  did  not  come, 
he  would  board  them  in  the  queen^s  ship ;  for  it  was  the 
same  loss  to  bum  or  sink,  and  one  he  must  endure.  The 
earl  promised  to  second  him  in  whatever  he  attempted,  as 
did  likewise  the  lord  Thomas  Howard ;  upon  which,  after  a 
long  and  desperate  fight,  sir  Walter  having  no  hopes  of  the 
flyboats,  prepared  to  board  the  Spanish  admiral;  which 
the  latter  perceiving,  ran  his  ship  ashore,  and  was  foUowed 
by  the  other  capital  ships.  The  admiral  and  the  St.  Tho- 
mas were  burnt ;  and  the  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Andrew 
saved  by  the  English  boats  before  they  took  fire.  The 
English  shewed  great  moderation  after  the  victory ;  but  the 
Dutch,  who  did  litde  or  nothing  in  the  fight,  made  a  great 
slaughter  among  the  enemy,  till  they  were  restrained  by  the 
lord  admiral  and  sir  Walter.  This  action  was  the  more  re- 
markable from  the  disproportion  between  the  English  and 
Spanish  force,  there  being  but  seven  ships  of  the  former 
opposed  to  seventy-one  of  the  latter.  And  the  success  of  it 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Ca- 
diz ;  in  which  sir  Walter,  though  wounded  in  the  sea^-fight, 
was  resolved  to  have  had  a  share,  and  accordingly  went 
ashore;  but  finding  all  things  in  confusion  there,  the  con- 
duct of  the  ofiicers  being  far  inferior  to  the  bravery  of  the 
soldiers,  he  soon  returned  on  board  the  fleet,  where  his  pre- 
sence was  wanted  in  the  absence  of  the  admiral.  The  next 
morning  he  sent  to  the  generals  for  orders  to  fall  on  the 
Spanish  West  India  fleet  outward  bound,  and  said  to  be 
worth  twelve  millions,  then  lying  in  the  Puerto-Royal, 
where  they  could  not  escape  him.  But  he  received  no  an- 
swer upon  his  repeated  messages,  which  he  imputed  to  the 
hurry  and  confusion  which  they  were  in.  In  the  afternoon 
the  merchants  of  Cadiz  and  Seville  offered  them  two  millions 
of  ducats  to  spare  that  fleet ;  but  the  admiral  being  averse 
to  any  composition,  and  the  earl  of  Essex  desirous  that 
the  land  officers  should  seize  the  ships,  which  sir  Walter 
would  not  consent  to,  out  of  regard  to  the  honour  of  the 
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sailors,  the  opportunity  of  either  taking  or  ransoming  them 
was  lost ;  for  the  next  morning,  June  S3d,  the  duke  of  Me- 
duia  Sidonia  caused  all  that  rich  fleet  to  be  burnt.  Thus 
the  galleons,  frigates,  argosies,  the  fleet  of  New  Spain,  and 
all,  except  the  galleys,  which  appear  to  have  escaped,  were 
consumed  to  ashes.  A  good  number  of  the  enemy ''s  ord- 
nance was  recovered  out  of  their  ships,  and  the  plunder  of 
the  city,  in  merchandise,  plate,  jewels,  and  money,  was  very 
considerable;  their  whole  loss  being  computed  at  twenty 
millions  of  ducats.  Many  wealthy  prisoners  were  given  to 
the  land  commanders,  who  were  enriched  by  their  ransom, 
some  gaining  by  that  means  ten,  some  sixteen,  others  twenty 
thousand  ducats.  While  sir  Walter  got,  to  use  his  own 
words,  **  a  lame  leg  and  a  deformed.  For  the  rest,  ^ther  I 
*^  spoke  too  late,  or  it  was  otherwise  resolved.  I  have  not 
'^  been  wanting  in  good  words,  or  exceeding  kind  and  re- 
*'  gardfiil  usage ;  but  have  possession  of  nought  but  poverty 
*'  and  pain  s^.*" 

The  army  embarked  on  the  5th  of  July ;  and  it  was  deli- 
berated in  the  council  of  war,  whether  the  fleet  should  not 
continue  at  sea,  in  order  to  intercept  the  West  Indian  ships: 
but  the  want  of  provisions  not  permitting  the  execution  ct 
this  design,  it  was  resolved  to  return  towards  England,  and 
visit  the  Spanish  coasts  in  their  way,  to  destroy  the  enemy'^s 
shipping.  Accordingly  they  sacked  and  demolished  Faro, 
a  large  and  populous  town,  but  unfordfied.  The  earl  of 
Essex  proposed  likewise  some  other  enterprises,  but  met 
\nth  great  opposition  from  the  rest  of  the  principal  land 
and  sea  ofiicers ;  which,  together  with  other  causes,  so  highly 
disgusted  him,  that  upon  his  return  he  wrote  A  Censure 
of  the  Omissions  in  this  expedition,  in  which  paper  he 
four  objections  to  the  conduct  of  it ;  that  they  did  not 
sess  the  Indian  fleet;  that  they  abandoned  Cadis;  that 
they  did  not  wait  for  the  caracks  and  Indian  ships ;  and 

*  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  relation  of  World,   1700.  in  8to.  Sir  WinUm 

the  action  at  Cadiz  in  1596,  pub-  Monson's  Naral  Tracts^  p.  184.  H A- 

liahed   by  bis  grandson  Philip  Ra-  luyt,  Purchas*8  Pilgrims,  vol.  4.  M. 

legh,  esq.  at  tlie  end  of  an  abridg-  1929.    Sir  Francis  Vere*8  CoiBinca- 

ment  of  sir  Walter's  History  of  the  taries,  p.  36.  30.  &c. 
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lastly,  that  they  did  not  attack  the  enemy  in  other  parts. 
These  omissions  he  charges  upon  the  other  commanders; 
and  in  the  two  last  articles  particularly  names  sir  Walter 
Ralegh ;  whose  behaviour  in  this  whole  expedition  had 
been  such,  as  was  greatly  approved  of  by  the  queen,  and 
admired  by  her  subjects^. 

About  two  months  after  his  return  from  the  conquest  of 
Cadiz,  he  prepared  a  new  attempt  in  favour  of  his  scheme 
for  settling  Guiana.  In  order  therefore  to  enlarge  his  dis> 
coveries,  and  open  a  trade  there,  he  fitted  out  a  stout  pin- 
nace, which  had  been  with  him  in  the  late  engagement, 
called  after  his  own  name,  the  Watt,  well  furnished  with 
every  thing  necessary,  under  the  command  of  captain  Leo- 
nard Berrie.  This  vessel  sailed  from  Wejrmouth  in  the 
latter  end  of  December  1596,  and  arrived  on  the  coast  of 
Guiana  in  March  following;  and  having  entered  into  a 
friendly  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  of  it,  and  learned 
from  them  the  state  and  riches  of  the  more  inland  countiy, 
returned  to  England,  arriving  at  Plymouth  on  the  28th  of 
June,  1697^ 

This  expedition  affords  a  strong  proof  of  two  things ;  that 
sir  Walter  himself  was  earnest  in  this  discovery,  since  no 
other  cause  can  be  assigned  why,  having  so  many  affairs  of 
importance  upon  his  hands,  he  should  yet  busy  himself  in 
an  undertaking  of  this  kind ;  and  that  his  hopes  of  success 
were  as  well  founded  as  it  was  possible  in  things  of  this  na- 
ture, since  the  account  given  us  of  thb  voyage  is  such  as  is 
liable  to  no  just  objections  c. 

He  was  still  suspended  from  the  execution  of  his  ofiice  of 
captain  of  the  guard,  though  in  the  beginning  of  April 
1597  he  was  in  great  hopes  to  be  restored  to  it  <^ ;  and  had, 
in  the  middle  of  March  preceding,  stood  for  the  place  of  vice- 
chamberlain  c.  And  to  strengthen  his  interest,  he  endea- 
voured about  that  time  to  procure  a  reconciliation  between 
the  earl  of  Essex  and  secretary  Cecil,  whose  contests  had 

•  Oldys,  p.  a53 — a6i.  *  Letter  of  Mr.Wbyte,  April  9, 
^  Hakhiyt,  toI.  3.  fol.  693.                  >597*  Sidney  Piipen,  toI.  3.  p. 37. 

*  Lhres  of  the  Admirals;  by  John         *  Letter  of  March  13.  ibid.  p.  37. 
Campbell,  eiq-  toI.  3.  p.  56. 
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given  continual  uneasiness  to  the  queen  ^ ;  and  at  last,  on 
the  19th  of  Apiil  1597,  he  effected  its,  and  was  admitted 
for  some  time  afterwards  into  the  secret  consultations  which 
the  earl  and  the  secretary  held  with  each  other  b.  On  the 
first  of  June  following,  the  secretary  brought  Ralegh  to  the 
queen,  who  treated  him  with  great  kindness,  and  restored 
him  to  the  execution  of  his  place  of  captain  of  the  guard : 
and  the  same  evening  he  rode  abroad  with  her  majesty,  and 
had  private  conferences  with  her,  and  attended  her  in  her 
privy  chamber,  with  the  same  freedom  as  formerly  ". 

Being  thus  restored  to  the  full  favour  of  her  majesty,  he 
was  employed  in  the  island  voyage  in  1597,  as  rear-admiral, 
the  earl  of  Essex  having  the  chief  command,  and  the  k»d 
Thomas  Howard  the  post  of  vice-admiral.     The  design  of 
it  was  to  defeat  and  destroy  at  Ferrol,  as  well  as  in  other 
ports  of  the  enemy,  the  Spanish  fleet  intended  for  a  new  ex- 
pedition against  England  and  Ireland;  and  to  seize  upon 
such  Indian  fleets  of  treasure  as  they  should  meet  with,  be^ 
longing  to  the  king  of  Spain ;  but  especially  to  conquer, 
retain,  and  garrison  most  of  the  isles  of  the  Azores,  and 
above  all  the  Teroera.     But  the  success  of  this  expedition 
did  not  answer  the  greatness  of  the  preparations  for  it ;  the 
jealousy  of  the  earl  of  Essex,  the  commander,  obstructing 
the  great  services  which  sir  Walter  Ralegh^s  abilities  might 
otherwise  have  performed.     Their  differences  began  soon 
after  the  sailing  of  the  fleet  from  Pl}nnouth,  on  the  9th  of 
July.     A  misfortune  befalling  sir  Walter^s  ship  in  the  hay 
of  Biscay,  obliged  him  to  lie  behind  the  fleet ;  and  after- 
wards, when  this  accident  was  repaired,  and  he  came  to  the 
rock  of  Lisbon,  he  met  with  a  large  number  of  ships  and 
tenders,  which  were  by  him  conducted  to  the  Azores.    This 
signal  service  was  misinterpreted  by  the  earPs  creatures  into 
an  high  offence,  as  if  these  vessels  had  quitted  the  general 
to  wait  on  the  rear-admiral.     But  sir  Walter  satisfied  the 
earl,  that  these  ships  came  to  the  rock  of  Lisbon,  as  the 

''Letter  of  March  4.  Sidney  Papers,         >>  Letter  of  April  23.  ibid.  p.  44. 
vol.  2.  p.  34.  *   Letter  of  June   3,   1597.    ibid. 

(  Letter  of  April  19.  ibid.  p.  4a.         p.  54. 
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rendezvous  appointed  by  his  lordship  himself;  and  that  he 
iBnding  them  there,  had  brought  them,  according  to  his 
duty,  to  attend  upon  his  lordship.  In  the  council  of  war, 
which  was  held  before  the  isle  of  Flores,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  general  and  sir  Walter  should  jointly  attack  the 
island  of  Fayal ;  where  the  latter  waited  seven  days  for  his 
lordship,  and  hearing  nothing  of  him,  called  a  council  of 
war,  in  which  it  was  determined,  that  Ralegh  should  at- 
tempt the  town  himself;  which  he  did  with  all  the  personal 
bravery  of  a  soldier,  and  all  the  conduct  of  an  able  com- 
mander, and  on  the  S2d  of  September  made  himself  master 
of  the  place.  The  next  day,  the  earl  arrived  from  a  fruit- 
less chase  in  quest  of  the  enemy^s  Indian  fleets,  which  were 
not  in  those  parts ;  and  finding  himself  deprived  of  the  ho- 
nour of  taking  Fayal,  was  exasperated  to  such  a  degree, 
that  he  broke  some  of  the  officers,  who  had  behaved  with 
great  gallantry  under  Ralegh ;  and  some  of  his  depen- 
dents intimated,  that  Ralegh  himself  deserved  to  lose  his 
head  for  breach  of  articles,  in  landing  without  his  lordship's 
orders.  But  his  justification  of  himself,  and  the  mediation 
of  the  lord  Thomas  Howard,  the  vice-admiral,  brought  the 
earl  to  more  moderation,  and  the  cashiered  officers  were  re- 
stored, and  sir  Walter  returned  to  the  public  service.  The 
earl  however  continued  under  the  influence  of  his  own  rash 
and  unadvised  temper,  heightened  by  the  flatteries  of  sir 
Gilly  Morrick  and  sir  Christopher  Blount,  and  his  other 
creatures;  which  led  him  into  several  errors,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  missed  the  West  India  fleet,  though 
Ralegh  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  several  prizes^. 
Upon  their  return  to  England,  the  earl  endeavoured  to 
transfer  the  miscarriages  of  the  expedition  upon  Ralegh; 
and  indeed  gained  on  his  side  the  populace,  whom  the  latter 
had  never  managed,  while  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the 
nation  were  more  just  to  the  merits  of  his  antagonist  ^ ;  and 
the  queen  herself  was  not  well  pleased  with  the  earPs  con- 
duct, since  it  was  judged,  that  he  might  have  done  more 

^  Sir  Arthur  Gorges's  relation  in     Vere's  Commentaries,  fol.  65, 66, 67. 
Purchaa's  Pilgrimn,  vol.4.  fo\.  19. 38.         >  Oldys,  p. 308. 
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than  he  did ;  and  his  proceedings  against  sir  Walter,  in 
calling  his  actions  to  public  question,  before  a  Cioundl  of 
war,  were  highly  disapproved  <". 

The  parliament  being  met  on  the  24th  of  October  this 
year,  sir  Walter,  after  a  short  recess  to  his  seat  at  Sher- 
borne, took  his  seat  there,  and  continued  an  active  member 
during  the  rest  of  the  session,  which  ended  by  a  dissolution 
cm  the  9th  of  February,  1597-8  ".  During  the  course  al  it, 
he  was  employed  by  the  queen,  in  the  latter  end  of  Decem- 
ber 1597,  to  procure  a  reconciliation  between  the  eari  of 
Essex  and  the  lord  admiral,  who  having  been  created  eari 
of  Nottingham  during  the  absence  of  the  former^  it  was  so 
highly  resented  by  him,  as  this  promotion,  with  the  post  of 
admiral,  gave  Nottingham  the  precedence  ^,  that  Sssex  in- 
sisted upon  the  alteration  of  the  new  earPs  patent,  or  to 
maintain  his  own  right  by  combat  against  that  earl,  or  any 
of  his  sons  or  family  P  ;  in  which  he  was  so  inflexiUe,  that 
her  majesty  was  obliged  to  create  him  earl  marshal  of  Eng- 
land, in  order  to  support  his  precedence  <i. 

Soon  after  this,  in  the  be^ning  of  January  1597-8,  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  and  sir  Robert  Cecil,  secretary  of  state, 
who  had  been  for  some  time  upon  ill  terms  with  the  earl  of 
Essex,  were  brought  into  a  great  degree  of  familiarity,  to 
the  surprise  of  the  public ' ;  and  sir  Walter  solicited  the 
earPs  interest  to  obtain  some  reward  for  his  service,  or  some 
honour  to  be  conferred  upon  him;  having  laid  aside  all 
hopes  of  the  place  of  vice-chamberlain,  for  which  he  found 
his  lordship^s  promise  engaged  to  m  Robert  Sidney,  whom 
her  majesty  was  incUned  to  prefer  to  it  *.  He  was  likewise 
very  importunate  with  sir  Robert  Cecil,  that  something 
might  be  done  for  him,  before  that  secretary  went  to  France 
as  ambassador  to  Henry  IV.  to  divert  him  from  the  peace 


»  Letter  of  Rowland  Whyte,  esq.  Sidney  Papers,  toI.  a.  p.  77. 

to  sir  Robert  Sidney,  Nof.  $,  1597*  **  Camden,  uhi  supra. 

Sidney  Papers,  toI.  a.  p.  74.  '  Mr.  Whyte's  Letter  of  the  3d  of 

•  Oldys,  p.  309.  January,  1597.  ibid.  p.  79. 

^  Camden,  ann.  1597.  p.  69a.  *  Mr.  Wbyte*s  Letter  of  January 

p  Mr.  R.  Whyte's  Letter  to  sir  Ro-  14,  1597.  ibid.  p.  80. 
hert  Sidney,  St.  Thomas's  day,  1597. 
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then  in  treaty  at  Vervins :  and  an  offer  was  made  to  the 
earl  of  Essex,  that  if  he  would  awist  m  Walter,  in  pro- 
curing  what  he  wanted,  which  was  probably  the  vice-cham- 
berlainship,  a  third  part  of  the  prises  should  be  obtained 
for  the  earl  towards  the  payment  of  his  debts '.  Before  the 
secretary's  departure  for  France,  sir  Walter,  who  culti- 
vated his  friendship  at  that  time  with  gr^at  assiduity,  enter- 
tiuned  him  with  a  banquet  and  play  ",  and  attended  him  to 
Dover  *,  the  secretary  having,  before  he  left  London,  agreed 
with  the  earl  of  Essex  to  bring  Ral^h,  as  well  as  sir  Ro- 
bert Sidney,  into  the  privy  council  y. 

About  the  18th  of  February,  1697-8,  upon  the  advice  of 
a  Spanish  fleet  coming  upon  the  coast,  in  their  passage  to 
reinforce  their  army  in  Flanders,  ^r  Walter  hastened  into 
Cornwall,  in  order  to  put  that  county  into  a  situation  of  de- 
fence ' ;  and  on  the  4th  of  March  following,  there  was  a 
talk  of  Bending  him  lord  depu^  to  Ireland  S  which  conti- 
nued for  several  days  after  *■ ;  and  on  the  15th  of  that 
month,  he  was  sent  for  by  the  privy  council  to  give  his  opin- 
ion with  relation  to  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  <^ :  but  he 
was  averse  to  the  acceptance  of  the  post  of  lord  deputy  <'. 

Before  the  death  of  the  lord  treasurer,  in  August  1598, 
sir  Walter  procured  the  restoration  of  the  duchy  manors  in 
Cornwall  to  their  ancient  tenures ',  and  a  revocation  of  a 
tax  on  the  curing  of  fish  f ;  and  he  shewed  himself  upon  all 
occa«ons  a  zealous  friend  to  the  privileges  and  interests  cf 
that  county,  where  he  filled  the  most  important  offices  s. 

Upon  the  alarm  of  an  invasion  from  Spiun  in  the  begin- 
ning of  August  1599,  a  fleet  being  immediately  fitted  out, 
Ralegh  was  appointed  vice-admiral  *■ ;  and  about  the  I7th 

'Mr.Whfte'<)le(tcrDrJuinv7i9,         •  LOttr  at  March  4,  1J97.  ibid. 

■£97.  SMn^  Piipen,  toI.  l.  p.  81,  p.  04. 

■  Lrlterof  JaDuaiyjo,  1597.  ibid.  ■LetterofMurcb  10,1^97. ib.p.9g. 
p.  86.  <  Letter  of  Mircb  15.  ilnd.  p.96. 

I    Letter  of  Febrniuy   11,   159;.         <  Letter  of  Mvch  18.  ibid, 
ibid,  p-  S9.  *   Cucw'i    Surrey  of  Commll, 

I  Letter  of  Pebniarr   ij,    •S9?-     f-3^- 370\iji,  f.312. 
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of  that  month  he  took  his  leave  of  the  court,  to  go  on  boanl 
the  fleet  K  But  the  apprehensions  of  danger  from  the  Span- 
iards being  soon  removed,  he  returned  to  court ;  having  t 
strong  desire  to  be  created  a  baron  ^. 

The  earl  of  Essex,  who  had  ^ven  new  ofienoe  to  sir 
Walter  ^,  before  his  going  lord  lieutenant  to  Ireland,  about 
April  15999  having  by  his  conduct  there,  and  unexpected 
return  from  thence,  on  the  28th  of  September,  provoked 
the  queen  to  order  him  to  be  confined,  and  to  be  examined 
the  next  day  before  her  council,  sir  Walter  adhered  to  se- 
cretary Cecil,  who  was  of  the  opposite  party  to  the  earl, 
dining  with  Cecil  that  very  day,  after  his  lordship^s  exami- 
nation ™.     And  his  prejudices  against  and  jealousy  of  the 
earl  were  now  so  much  heightened,  that  upon  a  slight  cir- 
cumstance of  favour  shewn  by  the  queen  to  his  lordship  in 
the  be^ning  of  November  following,  sir  Walter  fell  sick ; 
upon  which  her  majesty  graciously  sent  to  see  him  °.    A  few 
days  after,  there  was  discovered  a  breach  of  the  long  friend- 
ship between  him  and  lord  Cobham ;  though  the  cause  was 
not  known  ^.     In  the  be^nning  of  December  he  fell  sick  P, 
and  his  disorder  soon  appeared  to  be  an  ague ;   at  which 
time  he  was  suspected  with  relation  to  some  libels  9,  but 
of  what  kind  they  were,  we  have  no  account.     However,  in 
the  beginning  of  January  following  1|^,  he  had  expecta- 
tions of  being  advanced  to  be  a  privy  counsellor  ' ;  and  a 
few  days  after,  his  advice  was  asked  and  followed  with  re- 
gard to  the  victualling  and  manning  of  Ireland '.    In  Maich 
following,  he  solicited  to  be  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
treaty  at  Boulogne;  but  her  majesty,  as  it  was  thought, 
perceiving  that  if  he  were  appointed  to  that  commission,  he 
would  apply  to  be  of  the  privy  council,  before    he  went 

5,    1599.   Sidney  Papers,  vol.  2.  p.         "  Letter  of  Nov.  4.  ibid.  p.  139. 
1 13-  '  Letter  of  Nov.  13.  ibid.  p.  141 . 

*  Letter  of  August  18.  ibid.  p.  117.         p    Letter    of   December  8.   ibid. 

^  Letter  of  September  20,  1599.  P*  '49* 
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thither,  which  she  had  no  inclinntioii  To  grant,  he  was  ro 
fused  his  request  in  the  olher  {winf.     Upon  this  di&ap- 
pointinent,  he  retired  with  some  discontent  to  his  seat  at 
Sherborne,  where  lie  continued  above  two  months;  but 
being  sent  for  about  the  middle  of  May  ",  returned  to  court 
about  the  hegiDuing  of  June,  and  renewed  his  solicitation 
for  the  rice-cliamberlaiiiship ".     In  the  latter  end  of  diat 
month,  or  beginning  of  the  following,  he  went  with  lord 
Cobham  to  Flanders,  to  the  camp  of  count  Maurice ;  and 
as  this  might  give  umbrage  to  the  archduke,  secretary  Ce- 
cil  wrote    lo   the  English    commissioners  at  the  U-eaty  at 
Boulogne,  on  the  14th  of  July  f,  that  Cobham  and  Ralegh 
had  no  charge,  nor  earned  either  horse  or  man,  but  some 
half  a  doiten  of  their  own  :  but  that  finding  the  queen  re- 
solved to  have  peace,  if  good  conditions  could  Ik  had,  they 
had  obtained  leave  with  importunity  to  see  that  one  action, 
then  expected,  ance  they  despaireti  of  seeing  any  more  of 
the  hke  kind  in  her  majesty's  lime.     And  in  anollier  letter, 
written  on  the  18th  of  that  month,  from  Boulogne  to  the 
secretary,  by  sir  Henry  Neville  ',  one  of  the  commissioners 
there,  he  mentions  it  aa  a  report,  that  Cobham  and  Rale^i 
were  gone  over  upon  pretext  to  see  the  camp  and  siege  of 
the  fort  Isabella  near  Oslend,  where  count  Maurice  lay  yet 
[  unprofiiably,  as  he  had  before  at  Newport;  hut  sir  Heiiry 
I  thought  tliat  they  Inid  some  other  end,  and  ihut  in  Eng- 
I  iBnd  there  was  some  alarm  taken  at  tlie8e  matters,  though 
I  Ae  commissioners  at  Boulogne  were  not  worthy  to  know 
lit.     Sir  Henry  likewise,  in  a  letter  lo  Mr.  Winwood*,  ob- 
I  lerves,  that  the  j<iurney  of  Cobham  anil  Ralegh  waa  not 
I  Upon  curiosity  only,  but  that  they  carried  some  mesxagr. 
I  But  their  stay  in  Flanders  was  very  short,  for  ihcy  were 
I  returned  to  England  by  the  l-tih  of  July  ''. 
I       Upon  tJie  death  of  sir  Anthony  Paulet  in  the  beginning 
k«f  August,  the  government  of  Jersey  becoming  vaouit,  sir 
^k*  Letmof  March  II,  Mdiwy^P*-  '  Wlnwood'*  Mi-im>iinU,  ml.   i. 
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Walter  was  immediately  thought  the  likeliest  penoD  to 
succeed  in  itS  though  he  had  sir  William  Russel  for  a 
competitor,  to  whom  it  was  said  that  ar  Walter  had  oflfSsred 
to  resign  his  wardenship  of  the  stannaries,  and  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  Cornwall,  on  condition  sir  William  would  desist 
from  his  application.  Sir  Walter,  who  at  that  time  was 
indisposed  with  an  ague,  had  of  late  grown  into  high  credit 
with  the  queen ;  and  his  interest  with  the  great  men  of  the 
court  was  then  very  considerable  ^.  And  about  the  23d  of 
that  month  of  August,  it  was  known  that  he  would  have 
the  government  of  Jersey,  upon  condition  of  paying  the 
lord  Henry  Seymour  300Z.  a  year  out  of  it,  who  claimed  a 
grant  from  her  majesty  of  that  sum,  which  had  been  paid 
him  before  by  sir  Anthony  Paulet  <^ ;  and  accordingly  the 
patent  was  passed  to  sir  Walter  for  that  government,  on  the 
d6th  of  that  month,  with  a  grant  of  the  manor  or  lordship 
of  St.  Germain  in  Jersey  f. 

The  earl  of  Essex,  who  since  his  return  from  Ireland 
had  been  confined,  and  suspended  from  all  his  offices,  not 
being  yet  sufficiently  humbled  by  the  persecutions  which 
he  had  suffered,  continued  his  practices  against  his  enemies 
at  court,  both  by  domestic  factions,  and  by  representing 
them  to  the  king  of  Scotland  as  ill  affected  to  his  succes- 
sion ;  and  in  this  manner  he  was  particularly  injurious  to 
Ralegh.  And  when  that  unfortunate  earl,  on  the  8th  (£ 
February  IGOy,  was  so  ill  advised  by  his  creatures  to  at- 
tempt a  public  insurrection,  he  pretended  that  the  cause  of 
his  taking  arms  was  to  defend  himself  agfunst  the  violence 
of  his  personal  enemies,  the  lord  Cobham  and  Ralegh  hav- 
ing formed  a  design  of  murdering  him;  though,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  one 
of  the  earPs  accomplices,  afterwards  accused  sir  Christopher 
Blount,  another  of  them,  of  persuading  him  to  kiU,  or  at 
least  apprehend  sir  Walter ;  which  Gorges  refusing,  Blount 
discharged  four  shots  after  him  in  a  boat.     Blount  acknow- 

«  Mr.  Whyte's  letter  of  August  12,         •  Letter  of  Aug.  23,  p.  11  a.  mud 
1600.  Sidney  Papers,  p.  210.  Aug.  12,  p.  i  ro. 

•*  Letter  of  Aug.  1 6,  p.  a  10.  nRyiner'a  Poeden,  voL  16.  fol.  398. 
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ledged  this,  and  at  the  time  of  his  execution  asked  sir  Wal- 
ter forgiveness  for  it,  which  he  readily  granted.  While  the 
earl  garrisoned  his  house,  sir  Walter  was  one  of  those  who 
invested  it ;  and  when  his  lordship  was  brought  to  trial  on 
the  19th  of  February,  he  with  forty  of  the  queen'^s  guard 
was  present  upon  duty,  and  likewise  examined  with  relation 
to  a  conference  which  he  had  upon  the  Thames  the  morn- 
ing of  the  insurrection  with  sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.  At  the 
execution  of  Essex  six  days  after  in  the  Tower,  Ralegh  at- 
tended, probably  in  his  charge  as  captain  of  the  guard,  and 
stood  near  the  scaffold,  that  he  might  the  better  answer,  if 
Essex  should  be  desirous  of  speaking  to  him ;  but  retired, 
before  the  earPs  execution,  because  the  people  seemed  to 
take  his  appearance  there  in  a  wrong  light ;  though  he  af- 
terwards repented  of  his  retiring,  since  the  earl  had  a  desire 
to  see  and  speak  with  him  before  his  death  ;  which  was,  in 
all  probability,  to  have  asked  Ralegh'*s  forgiveness  for  hav- 
ing traduced  and  calumniated  him,  in  order  to  colour  his 
own  rash  and  criminal  designs  S. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1601,  Ralegh  attended  the 
queen  in  her  progress ;  and  when  the  king  of  France  came 
to  Calais,  upon  the  alarm  of  the  archduke^s  besieging  of 
Ostend,  and  sent  over  to  her  majesty,  then  at  Dover, 
monsieur  de  Rosny,  afterwards  duke  of  Sully,  m  Wal- 
ter was  one  of  the  persons  of  distinction  who  reoavod 
him^. 

Soon  after  the  queen^s  return  from  her  progress,  her  last 
parliament  met  at  Westminster  on  the  ^th  of  October 
1601,  in  which  sir  Walter  sat  as  one  of  the  knights  of  the 
shire  for  Cornwall ;  and  this  being  a  session  full  of  impor- 
tant business,  he  was  frequently  engaged  in  it.  He  opposed 
the  act  for  sowing  of  hemp,  disapproving  of  such  schemai 
of  compelling  people  to  manure  or  use  their  ground,  con- 
trary to  their  own  judgment  or  inclination ;  and  the  Inll 
was  accordingly  r^ected.  He  promoted  the  subsidy ;  and 
when  the  complaint  agiunst  monopolies  was  brought  into 

f  OMyt,  p.  334- 
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the  house  of  commons,  on  the  SOth  of  November,  he  de- 
fended his  patent  for  the  preemption  of  tin ;  but  offinied, 
that,  if  all  other  patents  of  that  kind  should  be  repealed,  be 
would  give  his  consent  as  freely  to  the  cancelling  of  that,  as 
any  member  of  the  house  ^ ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  be 
had  any  occasion  to  blush  at  Dr.  Bennet's  mentioning  the 
monopoly  of  cards,  as   Mr.  Townshend  ^  affirms  he  did, 
since  that  monopoly  belonged  to  sir  Edward  Darcy.     He 
shewed  the  defects  and  hardships  in  the  bill  for  refcMTnation 
of  abuses  in  inns^ ;  and  was  very  active  in  that  to  restndn 
the   transportation  of  ordnance,  which  was  of  great  im- 
portance at  that  time ;  for  though  sir  Henry  Neville  bad  a 
patent  for  transporting  it,  which  produced  a  duty  to  her 
majesty  of  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  yet  the  inconve- 
niences were  great ;  the  English  cannon  being  exported  to 
all  countries,  which  were  friends  with  Dunkirk,  and  confe- 
derates with  Spain,  in  such  quantities,  that  the  Spaniards 
were  well  supplied  upon  very  easy  terms  ^.     He  declared 
likewise  for  the  repeal  of  the  statute  of  tillage,  which  had 
been  made  in  the  time  of  dearth ;  and  for  the  tax  to  re^ 
pair  Dover  haven ;   and  exposed  the  defects  of  a  bill  for 
the  more  diligent  resort  to  church  on  Sundays,  which  was 
afterwards  rejected  ". 

It  was  probably  in  the  year  1602  that  he  sold  his  estate 
in  Ireland  to  Mr.  Boyle,  afterwards  earl  of  Cork.  And 
about  midsummer  he  settled  his  estate  of  Sherborne  upon 
his  son  Walter,  on  account  of  a  challenge  which  he  had  n- 
ceived  from  sir  Amias  Preston,  who  had  been  knighted  at 
Cadiz  by  the  earl  of  Essex ;  which  challenge  sir  Walter  in- 
tended  to  answer,  and  therefore  put  his  affairs  in  order. 
The  cause  of  their  quarrel  does  not  appear ;  but  they  wefe 
afterwards  reconciled  without  proceeding  to  a  duel  ^. 

The  death  of  queen  Elizabeth,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
l(X)2-3,  proved  a  great  misfortune  to  Ralegh  ;  her  succes- 
sor, king  James  I.  having  been,  as  is  already  observed,  ex- 

*    Towiishend*8    Collections,  fol.  »  Townshend,  fol.  278. 
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trcmely  prejudiced  against  him  by  the  earl  of  Essex.  And 
those  prejudices  seem  to  have  been  heightened  by  secretary 
Cecil,  in  his  private  correspondences  with  that  timorous  and 
jealous  king  before  his  accession  to  the  crown  of  England', 
or  at  least  immediately  upon  that  event  P ;  for  though  Ra- 
legh and  Cecil  had  united  against  Essex,  yet  after  the  ruin 
of  that  earl  and  his  party,  their  friendship  soon  terminated 
in  a  rivalship  for  power.  To  which  is  added  another  very 
in^rtant  cause  of  his  majesty'*s  disgust  to  sir  Walter ;  that 
he,  together  with  the  lord  Cobham,  sir  John  Fortescue, 
and  others,  would  have  obliged  the  king  to  articles  before 
he  was  admitted  to  the  throne,  and  that  the  number  of  hb 
countrymen  should  be  limited  <i.  Nor  is  it  improbable, 
that  an  offence  might  be  taken  from  his  de«gn  of  marrying 
his  son  to  a  ward  of  his,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Basset 
of  Umberleigh  and  Hinton-court  m  Devonshire,  with  an 
estate  of  three  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  that  family  being 
descended  from  the  Plantagenets,  and  laying  some  claim  to 
the  crown  at  this  very  time^  But  whatever  dislike  the 
king  had  of  Ralegh,  he  did  not  discover  it  immediately 
upon  his  arrival  in  London  in  the  beginning  of  May  1608, 
but  treated  him  for  some  weeks  with  great  kindness.  How- 
ever, his  majesty^s  pacific  genius  could  not  long  relish  ao 
martial  a  man,  who,  he  apprehended,  might  engage  him  in 
a  war  ^ ;  and  actually  proposed  to  him  to  carry  two  thousand 
men  to  invade  the  Spaniards  without  any  expense  to  the 
king< ;  and  wrote  a  discourse,  designed  to  be  presented  to 
him,  against  the  peace  with  Spun  now  in  agitation ;  advis- 
ing his  majesty  to  continue  the  protection  of  the  United 
Provinces :  and  he  intended  another  discourse  concerning 
the  method  of  carrjdng  on  war  against  Spain  and  the  In- 
dies. He  offered  likewise  to  the  king  a  memorial,  in  which 
he  reflected  severely  upon  secretary  Cecil  for  his  conduct 
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towards  the  earl  of  Essex^  transferring  the  whole  blame  of 
that  nobleman's  death  from  himself  to  the  secretary ;  and 
imputing  to  him,  and  the  lord  treasurer  his  father,  the  exe- 
cution of  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  his  majesty'^s  mother.     But 
this  memorial  bad  no  effect  upon  the  king,  and  a  veiy  per* 
nicious  one  on  the  writer  of  it,  by  exasperating  Cecil  still 
more  against  him  ^.     Ralegh  therefore  began  to  be  neg* 
lected  and  ill  treated  at  courts  and  was  soon  after  removed 
from  the  captainship  of  the  guards,  which  was  given  to  sir 
Thomas  Erskin,  his  mtyesty^s  favourite  as  well  as  country- 
man ^ ;  nor  was  it  long  before  he  was  charged  with  being 
engaged  in  a  plot  against  the  king  and  royal  fanaily,  which 
appears  to  have  had  some  reality  with  regard  to  some  of 
the  persons  charged  with  it ;  but  no  clear  evidence  has  yet 
been  produced  of  Ralegh^s  having  any  concern  in  it.    Tbua- 
nus^s  account  of  this  affair  7  is  entirely  faulty,  md  has 
nothing  of  that  accuracy  which  we  so  justly  admire  in  his 
admirable  histcH'y,  being  formed  upon  the  groas  misrepre- 
sentations of  his  oQuntryman  Victor  Cayet  <  ;  but  the  sum 
of  what  our  own  writers  furnish  upon  this  subject  ia  to  this 
purpose.     In  the  train  of  count  Aremberg,  who,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June  1603,  came  over  ambassador  from  the  arch- 
duke Albert  to  congratulate  king  James,  and  promote  a 
general  peace,  was  one  Matthew  de  Laurencie,  a  merchant 
of  Antwerp,  with  whom  the  lord  Cobham  had  held  intelli- 
gence some  years  before  upon  matters  of  state,  with  license 
from  the  government.     Five  days  after  Aremberg's  arrival, 
that  is,  about  the  9th  of  June,  Cobham  went  to  him  with 
Laurencie,  and  the  same  night  supped  with  sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, at  Durham-house  in  the  Strand,  who  by  this  meaiK 
came  to  understand,  that  Cobham  was  entered  into  a  new 
negotiation  with  Aremberg;  and  he  was,  as  the  chief  of 
those  who  opposed  the  peace,  offered  a  sum  of  money  by 
Cobham  to  be  a  promoter  of  it ;  an  offer  of  the  same  kind 
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having  likewise  been  made  to  him  by  Cobham  before  the 
arrival  of  Aremberg  K  But  how  little  disposed  Ralegh  was 
to  accept  of  money  from,  or  to  enter  into  the  interest  of 
Spain,  is  evident  from  his  application  to  the  marquis  de 
Rosny,  afterwards  duke  de  SuUy,  immediately  upon  his 
arrival  in  England  as  ambassador  extraordinary  from  France, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  same  month  of  June,  and  at  the 
very  time  when  Ralegh  is  represented  to  have  attached 
himself  to  Spain.  For  we  find  by  a  letter  of  Rosny^s  to 
Henry  IV.  written  from  London  the  i^  of  that  month, 
that  both  Ralegh  and  Cobham  had  come  to  him,  expressly 
to  acquaint  him  of  the  practices  of  the  agents  and  friends  of 
Spian,  and  especially  the  English  catholics,  to  engage  king 
James  in  an  alliance  with  that  coiurt  against  France  and  the 
United  Provinces :  which  intelligence  was  confirmed  to  him 
by  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  who  had  been  gained  to  the 
French  interest  by  the  presents  made  to  him  by  Rosny,  and 
the  ofier  of  a  pension  ^. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  month,  the  conspiracy,  in 
which  George  Brooke,  brother  to  lord  Cobham,  Watson 
and  Clarke,  two  Romish  priests,  and  others,  were  engaged, 
being  discovered,  secretary  Cecil,  who  had  lately  been 
created  baron  of  Essendon,  finding  upon  the  confession  of 
Anthony  Copley,  one  of  the  conspirators,  who  was  appr^ 
bended  on  the  6th  of  July<^,  that  the  king^s  person  was  to 
be  surprised  by  the  lord  Grey  of  Wilton,  and  George 
Brooke,  brother  to  Cobham,  he  suspected  that  lord  himself 
to  be  in  the  secret ;  and  Cobham'*s  intimacy  with  Ralegh, 
who  was  now  purchasing  an  estate  for  him,  and  settling  his 
domesUc  affairs,  drew  Ralegh  into  the  same  suspicion.  Lord 
Cecil  therefore  meeting  sir  Walter  upon  the  terrace  at 
Windsor,  acquainted  him,  that  the  lords  of  the  council 
bad  something  to  say  to  him  ^  ;  upon  which  the  latter  was 
examined  by  them  about  Cobham'*s  practice  with  Aremberg, 
whom  he  fully  cleared  «,  and  after  examination  further  said, 

•  Rmlegh's  Trial,  p.  67a.  «  Stowe'i  AnoaU,  fol.  826. 
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that  whatever  correspondence  was  between  Cobham  and 
Aremberg,  Laurencie  might  be  better  able  to  give  account 
of  it ;  and  therefore  advised  the  sending  for  him ;  though 
he  knew  of  no  intelligence  between  them,  but  such  as  might 
be  warranted.  The  same  advice  he  afterwards  gave  in  a  letter 
to  lord  Cecil  ^.  When  Ralegh  returned  from  examinatioiiy 
a  private  prisoner  to  his  own  house,  Cobham  sent  to  him 
to  know  what  had  passed.  Ralegh  returned  an  answer  bj 
captain  Keymis,  that  he  had  been  examined,  and  had  cleared 
him  of  all ;  and  Keymis  bid  Cobham  be  of  good  comfort, 
for  one  witness  would  not  condemn  him.  This  precaatioo^ 
to  arm  Cobham  against  making  discoveries,  was,  after  his 
confession  of  it,  objected  against  Ralegh  ;  but  he  absolute!? 
denied  that  he  had  sent  any  such  verbal  message  S.  When 
Cobham  was  brought  to  his  examination  at  Richmond,  the 
date  of  which  appears  to  have  been  the  18th  of  July,  and 
after  he  had,  by  a  constant  denial,  cleared  both  himsdf  and 
Ralegh  of  all  that  was  questioned  against  them  both,  he 
was  by  device,  as  a  gentleman  who  was  present  at  Ral^h^i 
trial  observes  h,  induced  to  think,  that  Ral^h  had  first  im- 
peached and  betrayed  him.  For  that  part  o£  Ralegh'^s  let- 
ter to  lord  Cecil  mentioned  above,  which  referred  the  lords 
of  the  council  to  Laurencie  for  the  transactions  of  Cobham 
with  Aremberg,  beings  shewed  to  Cobham,  and  accom- 
panied probably  with  such  artful  suggestions  as  were 
proper  to  raise  suspicions  in  him  of  Ralegh,  who,  he  ima- 
^ncd,  had  accused  him  of  all,  or  more  than  he  knew ;  he 
burst  out  into  vehement  exclamations  against  that  gentle^ 
man,  and  in  his  rage  and  madness  made  the  following  con- 
fession :  ^^  That  having  a  passport  to  go  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
^^  he  intended  first  to  confer  with  the  archduke ;  and  be- 
cause he  knew  he  had  not  money  to  pay  his  own  army, 
meant  from  thence  to  go  to  Spain,  to  deal  with  the  king 
**  for  six  hundred  thousand  crowns,  then  to  return  by  Jer- 
sey ;  and  that  nothing  should  be  done  about  the  distribu- 
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lion  of  that  money  to  the  discontented  in  England,  till  he 
had  spoken  with  sir  Walter  Ralegh.  And  that  he  had 
^^  never  entered  into  these  courses  but  by  his  instigation.^ 
He  spoke  likewise  of  plots,  of  the  parUculars  of  which  he 
could  ^ve  no  account;  yet  acknowledged,  that  he  was 
afraid  that  Ralegh,  upon  his  return  to  Jersey,  would  de- 
liver both  him  and  the  money,  that  he  should  bring  over,  to 
the  kingi.  After  all  this,  before  Cobham  departed  to  the 
stair-foot,  he  retracted  his  confession,  and  professed,  that 
he  had  done  Ralegh  wrong  ^ ;  nor  is  it  certain,  that  he  sub- 
scribed his  confession  \  In  another  branch  of  his  examina- 
tion he  said,  that  he  had  received  of  Ral^h  a  book  written 
against  the  king^s  title,  which  he  gave  to  his  brother  Brooke, 
and  that  Ralegh  said  it  was  foolishly  written ;  but  this  he 
likewise  retracted.  Upon  this  and  other  parts  of  his  confes- 
sion more  foreign  to  Ralegh,  concerning  the  advancement  of 
the  lady  Arabella  Stuart  to  the  throne,  as  also  from  that  of 
George  Brooke,  a  known  enemy  to  Ralegh,  as  lord  Cecil 
could  not  deny,  asserung,  that  his  brother  Cobham  told 
him,  (though  Cobham  in  his  confession  refused  to  own  it,) 
That  the  lord  Grey  and  others  were  only  on  the  byCj 
but  he  and  Ralegh  on  the  main ;  meaning  by  this,^  said 
Brooke,  *^  the  taking  away  of  the  king  and  his  issue  ;*"  to- 
gether with  what  Ralegh  acknowledged  in  his  own  exami- 
nation, ^^That  lord  Cobham  offered  him  eight  thousand 
'^  crowns  for  his  furtherance  of  the  peace,  though  lord  Ce- 
^^  cil  and  the  earl  of  Northumberland  were  to  have  the  same 
proffers'";  and  that  in  some  discourses  he  might  have 
said,  that  the  way  to  invade  England  was  to  begin  with 
stirs  in  Scotland.""  Upon  these  circumstances  Ralegh  was 
indicted  at  Staines  in  Middlesex,  on  the  21st  of  September, 
1603  ",  as  Cobham  and  Grey  were  three  days  after ;  and 
all  of  them  returned  prisoners  to  the  Tower  of  London. 
The  situation  of  these  unhappy  men  in  the  beginning  of 
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the  next  month,  appears  from  lord  CeciPs  letter  of  the  dd  of 
that  month  from  the  court  at  Winchester,  to  Mr.  Ralph 
Win  wood,  then  resident  in  Holland  ® ;  wherein  he  observes, 
that  all  the  conspirators  were  already  indicted,  and  that 
their  design  was  reducible  to  these  two  heads :  ^  The  one, 
the  treason  of  surprise  of  the  king  and  court,  the  conse- 
quence whereof  must  needs  have  proved  very  dangerous 
and  bloody ;  the  other,  a  purpose  to  propound  to  Spaa 
*^  the  means  to  raise  him  a  party  to  extirpate  the  kii^  and 
^*  his  issue,  by  disbursing  a  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
'<  crowns.  In  the  first,  the  lord  Grey,  Mr.  George  Brooke, 
sir  Griffin  Markham,  and  many  other  private  gentlemeii, 
were  engaged :  in  the  second,  the  lord  Cobham  con- 
fesseth  himself  guilty,  and  so  doth  Greorge  Brooke ;  hot 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  yet  persists  in  denial  of  the  main  trea- 
sons ;  which  though  he  doth  by  having  gotten  some  in- 
^  telligence  of  the  lord  Cobham'^s  retractation,  yet  the  first 
^*  accusation  is  so  well  fortified  with  other  demonstrative 
**  circumstances,  and  the  retractation  so  blemished  by  the 
**  discovery  of  that  intelligence,  which  they  had,  as  few 
**  men  can  conceive  it  comes  from  a  dear  heart."** 

When  the  time  of  their  trial  drew  nigh,  in  the  beginniif 
of  November,  Ralegh  got  a  poor  man  in  the  Tower  to  cast 
up  a  letter,  fastened  to  an  apple,  in  at  Cobham'*s  window, 
while  the  lieutenant  was  at  supper,  to  entreat  him,  (because 
he  then  knew  not  but  Cobham  might  be  arraigned  before 
him,)  "  for  God's  sake,  to  do  him  justice  by  his  answer,  and 
signify  to  him,  that  he  had  wronged  him  in  his  accusa- 
tion :*"  and  Cobham  did,  by  an  answer  under  his  hand, 
confess  the  same ;  but  this  not  being  perhaps  so  full  and 
expressive  as  Ralegh  expected,  he  afterwards  sent  Cobham 
another  letter,  desiring  that  he  would  publish  his  innocence 
at  his  arraignment.  But  though  Ralegh  did  not  now  re- 
quest any  further  justification  under  his  hand,  Cobham  sent 
him  another  answer,  clearing  him  in  the  most  solemn  and 
perfect  manner  P. 
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The  plague  raging  at  that  time  in  London,  and  the  term 
being  proctumed  U>  be  held  at  Winchester,  ^r  Walter  Ra- 
legh was  conveyed  in  his  own  coach,  under  the  custody  of 
sir  Robert  Manael,  on  the  10th  of  November,  to  Bogshot  in 
Surry,  and  th«ice,  two  days  after,  to  the  castle  at  Win- 
chester; whither  the  other  conspirators  were  conducted 
about  the  same  timel. 

Here  Cobhaiu  having  been  agun  prevuled  upon  to  make 
fresh  accusations  against  Ralegh,  in  a  letter  to  the  lords  of 
the  council,  at  least  subscribed  with  his  name,  the  trial  of 
the  latter  was  first  brought  on  Upon  the  17th  of  that  month, 
before  the  following  commisnoners,  the  esrt  of  Su^lk,  lord 
chamberlain,  the  earl  of  Devon,  the  lord  Henry  Howard, 
the  lord  Cecil,  the  lord  Wotton,  air  John  Stanhope,  vice- 
chamberlun,  Poj^am,  l<Hrd  chief  justice  of  England,  Ander* 
son,  lord  chief  justice  of  the  comnioii  [deas,  and  the  two 
judges  Gaudy  and  Warburton,  and  «r  William  Wade. 
He  excepted  agunst  none  of  the  jury,  being  all  strangers; 
but  it  is  affirmed,  that  another  jury  had  been  appointed, 
the  foreman  of  which  was  sir  Michael  Stanhope,  the  next 
sir  Edward  Darcy,  the  next  m  William  Killigrew,  all  men 
of  honour,  and  who  had  been  near  servants  to  queen  Eliza- 
beth :  but  these  being  found  not  proper  for  the  purpose, 
were  all  changed  the  night  before,  and  the  others  put  in 
their  places '.  IIk  indictment  having  been  opened  and  ag- 
gravated by  sergeant  Heath,  and  Coke  the  attorney  general, 
who  endeavoured  to  fix  the  treasons  of  the  rest  upon  Ra- 
legh, because  he  was  a  man  of  wit  and  the  sword ;  Cob- 
bam''s  examination  was  read  ;  upon  which  sir  Walter  shewed 
the  improbability  of  the  accusations  contained  in  it.  The 
rest  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  trial  may  be  seen  in  the 
account  of  it,  which  has  been  frequently  printed :  but  it 
were  to  be  wished,  that  it  had  been  drawn  up  with  more 
clearness  and  less  partiality,  of  which  there  are  strong  marks 
throughout  the  whole.  Instead  therefore  of  transcribing 
from  so  common  as  well  as  so  suspected  a  narrative,  it  will 
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be  to  more  purpose  to  insert  here  some  passages  from  the 
letter  ^  of  a  gentleman  present  at  the  trial,  who  remarks, 
that  su*  Walter,  during  the  course  of  it,  behaved  himself  so 
worthily,  so  wisely,  aixd  so  temperately,  that  in  half  a  day 
the  minds  of  all  the  company  were  changed  from  the  ex- 
tremest  hate,  to  the  greatest  pity.  The  points  with  which 
he  was  charged,  were  designs  of  sedition  in  Scotland  ;  of  the 
invasion  of  England ;  of  the  setting  up  of  lady  Arabella's 
title;  of  the  procuring  of  600,000  crowns  to  be  distributed 
to  discontented  persons ;  the  delivery  of  a  book  against  the 
king's  title;  the  persuading  Cobham  to  procure,  that  the 
lady  Arabella  should  write  for  assistance-  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  to  promise  peace  between  England  and  Spain, 
the  toleration  of  the  popish  religion,  and  to  be  governed  by 
Cobham,  Brooke,  and  Ralegh  in  her  marriage ;  and  a  pur- 
pose to  destroy  the  king  and  his  issue:  all  which  things 
were  alleged  to  have  been  undertaken  at  the  instigatioD 
of  Ralegh,.  With  regard  to  the  setting  up  of  Arabella, 
the  writer  of  the  letter  observes,  nothing  was  proved,  any 
more  than  with  regard  to  the  invasion  of  England,  or  sedi- 
tion in  Scotland,  or  destruction  of  the  king.  Ral^h  con- 
fessed, that  he  had  been  offered  by  Cobham  eight  thousand 
crowns  from  the  archduke,  which  he  accepted  not,  but  re- 
ferred him  to  another  time.  He  owned  likewise,  that  such  a 
book,  as  was  mentioned,  had  been  in  his  hands ;  but  de- 
nied that  he  had  sent  it  to  Cobham.  The  proof  against 
him  rested  only  upon  Cobham's  accusation,  and  some  pre^ 
sumptions,  of  which  that  only  was  the  ground.  He  spent 
a  considerable  time  in  disabling  that  accusation,  as  bding 
only  uttered  in  fury,  by  reason,  that  by  a  device  Cobham 
was  brought  to  think  that  Ralegh  had  accused  him.  He 
urged,  that  as  the  accusation  proceeded  from  passionate  re-  . 
venge,  and  therefore  not  to  be  alleged  to  the  prejudice  of 
another  man's  life ;  so  the  accuser  had  afterwards  repented 
of  it ;  and  though  he  was  again  by  practice  drawn  to  affirm 
it,  yet  he  would  never  be  brought  to  set  his  hand  to  the 

*  To  Mr.  Johu  Donuc,  ubi  suprm. 
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examination.  He  shewed  them,  from  the  maxima  of  di- 
vinity, and  dvil  statute,  and  common  law,  and  consdence, 
that  there  ought  to  be  produced  against  him  two  witnesses; 
and  that  his  accuser  should  be  brought  to  accuse  him  face 
to  face.  The  judges  determined,  that  this  latter  request  did 
not  stand  with  the  use  of  law ;  and  to  the  former  it  was  an- 
swered, that  a  witness  accusing  another,  together  with  him- 
self, was  inatar  mullorum.  He  brought  several  strong  ar- 
guments in  disproof  of  these  opinions.  The  writer  of  the 
letter  allows,  that  there  were  some  circumstances  to  give 
presumption,  but  no  proof  at  ail ;  but  what  weighed  most 
with  him  was,  that  as  soon  as  Ralegh  had  been  questioned 
the  first  time  at  large,  when  Cobham  was  not  so  much  as 
named,  he  speedily  despatched  a  letter  to  that  lord  to  this 
effect:  "I  have  been  examined  of  divers  poiots  touching 
*'  you  before  the  lords  of  the  council ;  but  I  have  cleared 
"  you  in  all.  Be  firm,  and  know,  that  one  witness  cannot 
"  hurt  you.*"  Which  letter  seemed  to  have  been  written  by 
Ral^h  rather  to  arm  Cobham  for  that  which  might  be  to 
come,  than  to  instruct  him  for  that  which  was  past ;  since 
there  was  in  truth  no  ground  for  such  expedition. 

Again  it  was  urged,  that  a  month  before  Cobham^s  accu- 
sation, George  Brooke  had  delivered  it,  as  out  of  Cobham's 
mouth,  ''  that  CoUiam  and  Ralegh  were  upon  the  main, 
"  and  that  it  would  never  be  well,  till  the  king  and  his 
"  cttbs  were  taken  away.**  To  this  Ralegh  answered,  that 
Brooke  was  his  known  enemy,  and  therefore  did  not  care 
what  he  uttered  to  endanger  him  i  and  besides,  that  Cob- 
ham had  never  confessed  that  under  his  hand.  To  the 
other  point  of  the  letter  to  Cobham,  the  weakness  of  his 
answer  made  it  strong ;  for  he  denied  it  improbably.  But 
the  main  evidence  being  only  Cobham's  accusation,  which, 
all  things  conmdered,  says  the  writer  of  the  letter,  was  no 
more  to  be  weighed  than  the  barking  of  a  dog,  '*  I  would 
"  not  for  much,"  adds  he,  "to  have  been  of  the  jury,  to 
"  have  found  him  guilty."  For  a  litde  before  the  jury  went 
out,  after  Ralegh  had  put  himself  upon  this,  that  Cobham 
had  never  thoroughly  departed  from  his  recantation ;  and 
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that  if  he  would  viva  vote  accuse  him  of  any  part^  he  would 
confess  the  whole  indictment;  the  attorney  read  a  letter 
from  Cobham  to  the  lords,  dated  the  16th  of  that  month  of 
November,  wherein  he  again  generally  accused  Ralegh  m 
before,  and  particularly,  that  he  had  promised  to  become  a 
pensioner  to  the  king  of  Spain  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  t 
year,  for  which  he  would  discover  to  him  all  the  secrets 
which  he  could  discover:  and  withal  confessed,  that  Bs- 
legh  had  procured  him  eight  or  ten  days  before,  to  justifj 
him  by  a  letter ;  which  though  he  had  done  through  im- 
portunity, yet  this  last  letter  to  the  lords,  he  protested,  was 
true.  To  this  Ralegh  answered,  confessing  that  Cobbam 
had  offered  him  ^uch  a  pension ;  but  that  he  not  only  did  not 
accept  it,  (though  Cobham  told  him  of  divers  ^eat  counsel- 
lors, particularly  lord  Cecil,  who  should  have  been  ofiinned 
the  like  for  the  furtherance  of  the  peace,)  but  likewise  so  dis- 
suaded Cobham  from  thinking  of  the  like,  as  that  he  believed 
never  to  hear  more  of  it  And  as  for  the  letter,  whidi 
Cobham  confessed  to  have  written  in  Ral^h'*s  justificatian, 
it  was  true,  and  there  it  was ;  desiring  lord  Cecil  to  read  it, 
(which  he  did,)  and  praying  the  jury  to  mark  with  bow 
much  stronger  protestations  and  more  particularity  that  was 
written  to  acquit  him,  than  the  other  to  condemn  him. 
This  was  the  last  evidence  given ;  and  the  jury,  after  about 
a  quarter  of  an  bourns  deliberation,  brought  in  thrir  Terdict 
Guilty :  but  some  of  them  are  reported  to  have  been  after- 
wards so  far  touched  in  conscience,  as  to  demand  his  pardon 
on  their  knees  < :  and  it  is  affirmed  by  an  anonymous  writer  «, 
who  is  supposed  to  be  his  son  Carew,  concerning  Coke  the 
attorney  general,  whose  insolence  and  scurrility  of  language 
towards  sir  Walter  has  reflected  a  great  dishonour  upon  his 
own  memory,  which  his  eminent  abilities  in  his  profession 
will  never  efface ;  that  when  his  servant  brought  him  word 
in  the  garden,  whither  he  had  retired  for  air,  that  the  jury 
had  condemned  Ralegh  of  treason,  he  could  hardly  be  per- 

(    Osborne's    Memoirs   of    King     Mary  Queen  of  Soota,  and  her  Son, 
James,  p.  io8.  p.  9. 
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suaded  of  it,  declaring,  that  he  himself  had  accused  him  but 
of  misprision  of  treason.  But  this  latter  story  is  not  recon- 
cilable with  the  attorney's  conduct  upon  the  trial,  in  which 
he  strenuously  endeavours  to  support  the  indictment,  which 
contains  a  direct  charge  of  treason  against  sir  Walter. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  trial  must  appear,  to  every  impar- 
tial and  intelligent  person,  a  most  unjustifiable  proceeding ; 
and  sir  John  Hawles,  solicitor  general  to  king  William, 
pronounces  it '  very  irregular  throughout,  and  that  the  ac- 
cusations against  Ralegh  did  not  amount  to  legal  proof. 
"  I  would  know,''  adds  he,  "  by  what  law  is  the  deposition 
*'  of  a  person,  who  might  be  brought  face  to  face  to  the 
"  prisoner,  read  as  evidence  ?  I  would  know,  by  what  law 
^^  it  is  forbidden,  that  the  accuser  should  be  brought  face  to 
"  face  to  the  accused  ?  I  would  know,  by  what  law  Brooke^s 
^^  deposition  of  what  the  lord  Cobham  told  him  of  Ralegh 
^^  was  evidence  against  Ralegh  ?  I  would  know,  by  what  law 
^^  the  story  Dyer  told  of  what  an  unknown  man  said  to  him 
^^  at  Lisbon  of  don  Ralegh,  was  evidence  against  Ralegh  ?  I 
*^  would  know,  by  what  statute  the  statutes  of  the  25th  of 
"  Edward  III.  and  5th  of  Edward  VI.  are  repealed  ?"^ 

Sentence  of  death  being  pronounced  against  sir  Walter, 
he  humbly  desired,  that  the  king  might  know  the  proofs 
against  him ;  that  he  still  persisted  in  his  loyalty,  notwith- 
standing that  verdict,  which  he  prayed  that  his  jury  might 
never  answer  for ;  and  only  craved  pardon  for  concealing 
lord  Cobham's  offer  to  him,  which  he  did  through  a  confi- 
dence, that  he  had  diverted  him  from  those  humours ;  and 
so  accompanied  the  sheriff  to  the  prison  with  admirable 
magnanimity,  though  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  unhappy 
situation  y.  He  bad  indeed  expected  the  treatment  which 
he  received,  as  is  evident  by  the  letter '  which  he  wrote  to 
the  king  just  before  his  trial,  in  which  he  solemnly  pro- 
tested, that  he  had  never  intended,  consented  to,  or  per- 
formed treason  against  his  majesty ;   **  and  yet,''  adds  he, 

*  The  Magistracy  and  Governmeot     meut  of  sir  W.  Ralegh,  p.  25. 
of  Eugland   vindicated,  p.  35.  edit.         *  Scrinia  Sacra,  p.  85.  edit  1654. 
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<^  I  know  I  shall  fall  hito  their  hands,  e  quibus  turn  pouum 
^^  exxtderCj  unless  by  your  majesty'^s  gracious  compassioa  I 
^^  be  sustained.^  And  in  another  letter  to  the  king,  after 
his  trial,  he  observes  %  that  he  was  ^Most  for  hearing  a  hub 
**  man ;  for  hearing  only,  and  never  believing  or  approving: 
*.^  and  so  little  account  made  I  of  that  speech  of  his,  which 
*'  was  my  condemnation,  that  I  never  remembered  aaj 
'^  such  thing,  till  it  was  at  my  trial  objected  against  me.^ 

Ralegh  was  kept  near  a  month  at  Winchester  in  daily  ex- 
pectation of  death ;  the  time  of  which  was  probably  ap- 
pointed, and  intimated  to  him,  mice  he  wrote  what  he  in- 
tended for  his  last  words  to  his  wife,  the  night  before  he  ex- 
pected to  die,  in  a  very  pathetic  letter  \  in  which  he  hoped 
that  his  blood  would  quench  their  malice  who  had  mur- 
dered him,  and  prayed  God  to  for^ve  his  persecutors  and 
accusers.  The  two  priests,  Watson  and  Clarke,  were  exe- 
cuted on  the  29th  of  November ;  and  George  Brooke  was 
beheaded  on  the  5th  of  December,  in  the  castle  of  Windies- 
ter,  dying  very  penitently,  recalling  to  the  bishop,  who  at- 
tended him,  upon  receiving  the  sacrament,  that  aocusadoQ 
which  he  had  made  of  his  brother,  concerning  those  odious 
words  supposed  to  be  uttered  by  lord  Cobham,  that  it 
would  never  be  well,  until  thejbx  and  cubs  toere  taken 
away.  This  fact  is  related  by  the  lord  Cecil  himself  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Winwood,  from  the  court  then  at  Wilton,  the 
12th  of  December  1603  <^,  who  commends  this  remorse  of 
Brooke.  And  it  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  all  the  evi- 
dence which  was  ever  pretended,  in  relation  to  Ilal^h''s 
knowledge  of  the  plot  to  surprise  the  king  and  court,  was 
the  hearsay  testimony  of  this  Brooke,  that  his  brother  Cob- 
ham  should  say  the  words  abovementioned ;  and  likewise 
that  Ralegh  and  himself  were  on  the  main^  while  lord  Grey, 
Brooke,  and  others,  were  only  on  the  bye:  whereas  Brooke 
now,  upon  the  approach  of  death,  retracted  those  words ; 
which  takes  away  the  other  story  grounded  upon  it.  This 
acknowledgment  of  an  enemy  of  sir  Walter  is  a  new  proof 

•  Ralegh's  Remains,  n,  i88.  «  Winwood's  Memorials.   toI.  a. 
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of  his  innocence  ^ ;  who  constantly  upon  his  trial  distin- 
guished between  the  surprising  treason  and  the  confe- 
rences with  Aremberg ;  denying  the  least  knowledge  of  the 
former;  but,  as  to  the  latter,  owning,  that  Cobham  had 
talked  to  him  of  a  large  present,  in  case  he  would  be  for  a 
peace  with  Spain. 

The  king  signed  the  warrants  for  the  execution  of  the 
lords  Cobham  and  Grey,  and  sir  Griffin  Markham,  at  Win- 
chester, on  Friday  the  9th  of  December,  "  pretending,^  says 
lord  Cecil «,  "  to  forbear  sir  Walter  for  the  present,  until  lord 
^*  Cobham'^s  death  had  given  some  light  how  far  he  would 
^^  make  good  his  accusation.*"  Accordingly  Markham  was 
first  brought  upon  the  scaffold,  and  having  ended  his  speech 
and  prayers,  with  all  he  had  to  say,  and  being  on  his  knees 
ready  to  receive  the  stroke  of  the  axe,  John  Gill,  groom  of 
the  king'^s  bedchamber,  produced  to  the  sheriff  his  majesty'*s 
warrant  to  stay  the  execution ;  and  Markham  was  told,  diat 
he  must  withdraw  a  while  into  the  hall,  to  be  confronted  by 
the  lords.  Then  lord  Grey  was  brought  forth,  and  after 
having  poured  out  his  prayers  and  confession,  was  likewise 
called  aside ;  and  lastly,  lord  Cobham  was  exposed  in  the 
same  manner ;  and  performed  his  devotions,  though  we  do 
not  find  that  he  said  one  word  of  his  guilt  or  innocence,  or 
charged  Ralegh  with  having  instigated  him.  And  when  he 
had  done,  the  sheriff  proclaimed  his  raajesty'^s  mercy,  in 
respiting  the  execution  of  the  three  prisoners,  his  warrant 
charging  the  two  priests,  and  George  Brooke,  ^^  as  the  prin- 
^'  cipal  plotters  and  enticers  of  all  the  rest,  to  the  embracing 
*^  of  the  said  treasonable  machinations^:'"  though  Coke,  the 
attorney-general,  upon  Ralegh^s  trial,  frequently  reproached 
him  with  being  the  chief  plotter  and  traitor  in  all  this  con- 
spiracy. 

Ralegh  was  remanded  to  the  Tower  of  London,  on  the 
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16th  of  December  6,  with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  ; 
Markham  afterwards  obtiuned  his  liberty,  and  tntvdkd 
abroad ;  lord  Grey  of  Wilton  died  in  the  Tower,  Jul j  the 
6th,  1614,  being  the  last  of  that  title  ^ ;  and  lord  Cobhsm 
was  confined  there  many  years,  during  which  he  is  said  to 
have  been  reexamined,  at  the  queen'^s  and  Ralegfa'^s  re- 
quest; and  to  have  absolutely  cleared  that  gentleman', 
whom  he  survived  but  a  few  months,  and  died  in  the  lowest 
circumstances  of  distress.  Sir  Walter,  not  long  after  fab 
confinement  in  the  Tower,  upon  the  unwearied  solicitatiais 
of  bis  lady,  who  petitioned  the  king  that  she  might  be 
prisoner  with  him,  was  allowed  the  consolation  of  her  com- 
pany, and  had  his  younger  son  Carew  bom  there  in  the 
year  1604.  In  February  following,  a  grant  was  made  bj 
the  king  of  all  the  goods  and  chattels,  forfeited  by  sir  Wal- 
ter's conviction,  to  trustees  of  his  appointing,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors,  and  of  his  lady  and  children  K  But  some 
debtors  taking  advantage  of  bis  misfortunes,  refused  to  do 
him  justice,  and  particularly  Mr.  William  Sanderscm,  who 
had  married  his  niece  Margaret  Snedale,  daug^hter  of  Ik 
sister  Mary,  and  had  been  intrusted  by  him  with  reoetviDg 
great  sums  for  him  out  of  hb  office  of  wines,  and  his  odicr 
places ;  but  now,  instead  of  paying,  pretended  a  debt  to 
himself  of  two  thousand  pounds  from  sir  Walter;  who 
thereupon  directed  his  trustees  to  commence  a  suit  against 
Sanderson,  who,  in  consequence  of  it,  was  cast  into  prison  K 
This  circumstance  is  mentioned,  to  account  for  that  spleen 
and  malice  which  Sanderson  the  historian,  the  son  o^  the 
other,  has  shewn  to  the  memory  of  Ralegh,  in  that  despicable 
performance  of  his,  entitled,  A  Complete  History  of  King 
James,  which  wants  every  quality,  even  those  of  common 
sense  and  grammar,  necessary  to  such  a  work.  Sir  Walter 
at  last  obtained  a  restoration  of  his  estate;  which  having 
been  actually  made  over  to  his  eldest  son  Walter  before  the 
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death  of  queen  Elizabeth,  upon  his  reaoltition  to  accept  of 
the  challenge  from  sir  Amlas  Preston ;  that  settlement  pre- 
vented his  forfeiture  of  it,  except  during  his  own  life ;  and 
the  king  now  granted  him  that  term  in  it.  But  he  did  not 
long  enjoy  it;  for  the  new  Scots  favourite  of  the  king,  Ro- 
bert Carr,  afterwards  earl  of  Somerset,  having  no  fortune  of 
lib  own,  and  looking  out  for  one,  discovered  a  flaw  in  the 
conveyance  of  Ralegh^s  estate  to  his  son ;  upon  which  an 
information  being  exhibited  in  the  exchequer  by  the  at- 
torney-general Hobart,  judgment  was  given  for  the  crown, 
and  Sherborne  and  others  of  his  estates  granted  in  1609  to 
Carr ;  the  king  being  inflexible  to  all  the  petitions  of  the 
lady  Ralegh  and  her  children  >",  and  Ralegh  himself  in 
vain  expostulating  with  the  favourite  upon  the  wrong  done 
to  him  ". 

He  softened  the  rigours  of  his  long  confinement  in  an  ap- 
plication to  various  kinds  of  studies,  even  those  of  chymistry 
and  physic,  in  which  last  he  discovered  the  cordial  which 
bears  his  name,  though  the  composition  has  been  so  mixed 
with  an  exces^ve  number  of  ingredients,  as  has  of  late 
lessened  its  reputation  ° ;  but  it  is  now  reduced,  by  the  royal 
college  of  physicians  at  London,  to  its  original  simplicity  P. 
He  wrote  likewise  several  treatises  upon  different  subjects; 
but  his  greatest  work,  and  indeed  the  greatest  of  any  writer 
of  any  age,  is  his  History  of  the  World,  published  in  April 
1614,  in  which  the  collection  and  disposition  of  that  vast 
body  of  facts,  and  the  beauty,  strength,  and  majesty  of  the 
style,  are  equally  admirable.  He  seems  to  have  formed  a 
plan  for  a  continuation  of  that  History,  but  not  to  have  had 
leisure  to  make  any  connderable  prepress  in  it ;  for  the 
story  of  his  throwing  the  second  part  of  it  into  the  flames, 
upon  his  bookseller's  compliuning,  that  the  slow  sale  of  the 
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first  bad  ruined  him,  has  not  the  least  authority  or  probabi- 
lity i. 

The  patron  of  his  studies  was  prince  Henry,  who  had  an 
high  esteem  for  Ralegh'^s  abilities,  and  for  whom  the  latter 
drew  up  several  of  his  chscourises :  and  that  prince,  a  fev 
months  before  his  death,  in  1612,  obtained  the  grant  of 
Sherborne  for  himself,  with  an  intention  to  restore  it  to  sir 
Walter ;  the  king  having  given  Carr,  then  viscount  Roches- 
ter, twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in  money  for  resigning  it 
to  the  prince ' ;  and  his  majesty  allowed  sir  Walter'^s  wife 
and  son  eight  thousand  pounds  for  that  estate  ••  But  the 
death  of  this  prince,  to  whom  Ralegh  sent  his  cordial  just 
before  he  expired,  was  an  important  loss  to  him,  as  well  as 
to  the  nation.  And  though  sir  Walter  had  the  queeni 
protection  during  the  height  of  lord  Rochester's  (now  earl  of 
Somerset s)  favour,  yet  he  could  not  obtain  his  liberty  tiU 
after  the  disgrace  and  condemnation  of  that  favourite  for 
the  murder  of  sir  Thomas  Overbury. 

However,  in  1614  he  had  the  liberty  of  the  Tower  al- 
lowed him ;  but  in  April  the  same  year,  before  he  obtained 
that  favour,  he  had  the  misfortune  of  seeing  his  eldest  son 
Walter  obliged  to  fly  into  the  Low  Countries,  on  account  d 
a  duel,  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  with  Mr.  Robert  Tyr- 
whit,  a  dependent  of  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  lord  high  treasurer  ^ 
At  last,  by  the  means  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  given  to 
sir  William  St.  John  and  sir  Edward  Villiers,  half  brother 
to  the  lady  Villiers,  mother  to  the  new  favourite  sir  Geom 
Villiers,  afterwards  duke  of  Buckingham,  sir  Walter  pro- 
cured his  liberty  ",  for  which  he  returned  thanks  to  that  fa- 
vourite  on  the  17th  of  March  1615-16*;  being  the  same 
day  released  out  of  the  Tower  y,  after  above  twelve  vears 
confinement  there.     But  some  months  before  he  left  that 

<  Oldys,  p.  457.  «    Ohservations    on     Sandenon's 

'  Relation  of  sir  Walter  Ralegh's  History  of  King  James,  p.  10. 

Troubles,  p.  8.  »  Letter  of  sir  Walter  Raiegfa  to 

*  Sir   Walter  Ralegh's  Apology,  sir  George  Villiers,  apud   Oldvs.  p 
p.  47.  468.                                              '      *^' 

*  MS.  letter  of  the  lord  Carew  to  sir         r  MS.  letter  of  lord  Carew  to  sir 
Thomas  Roe,  dated  from  the  Savoy,     Thomas  Roe,  18th  of  Jan.  161^17. 
Westminster,  January  34, 1615-16. 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  629 

place,  he  saw  the  earl  of  Somerset  brought  thither  prisoner, 
and  afterwards  condemned  to  death ;  which  occasioned  tar 
Walter  to  compare  his  own  case  with  that  of  the  earl's,  and 
to  remark,  "  That  the  whole  history  of  the  world  had  not 
"  the  like  precedent  of  a  king's  prisoner  to  purchase  free- 
"  dom,  and  his  bosom  favourite  to  have  the  halter,  but  in 
"  scripture,  in  the  case  of  Mordecai  and  Haman."  Upon 
hearing  of  which  the  king  is  said  to  have  replied,  that  Ra- 
legh might  die  in  that  deceit :  which  proved  true ;  for  his 
majesty  afterwards  pardoned  Somerset,  and  executed  Ra- 
legh, equally  to  the  astonishment  of  the  world. 

Sir  Walter  being  now  at  large,  had  the  means  of  prose- 
cuting his  old  scheme  of  settling  Guiana,  with  which  he  was 
so  strongly  possessed,  that,  even  during  his  imprisonment, 
he  held  a  constant  correspondence  with  that  country,  sending 
thither  every  year,  or  every  second  year,  a  ship,  to  keep 
the  Indians  in  hopes  of  being  relieved  from  the  tyranny  of  ' 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  ag^n  encroached  upon  them,  and 
massacred  several,  both  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  his  own 
men.  In  these  ships  were  brought  over  several  natives  of 
that  country,  with  whom  he  conversed  in  the  Tower,  and 
obtained  all  pos^ble  informations  concerning  it'.  Upon 
these  lights  he  oflTered  his  scheme  for  prosecuting  his  disco- 
very to  the  court,  before  he  undertook  it  in  person :  nor 
were  there  then  any  doubts,  either  as  to  the  improbatnlity 
of  the  deugn,  or  its  unlawfulness,  notwithstanding  the 
peace  made  with  Spain ;  otherwise  the  king  would  not  have 
made  such  granU  as  he  did,  even  at  that  time*;  which 
shews,  that  he  was  then  convinced,  that  at  Walter  had  in 
his  first  voyage  discovered  and  taken  possesaon  of  that 
country  for  the  crown  of  England ;  and  that  consequently 
his  subjects  were  justly  entitled  to  any  benefits  that  might 
arise  from  its  discovery,  without  the  least  respect  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Spaniards.  Beudes,  at  the  time  when  sir 
Walter  first  moved  the  court  upon  this  subject,  the  Spanish 
match  was  not  thought  of;  and  the  king's  necessities  being 

•  lUlegb-i  Apology,  p.  51.  53.  ■  OUj*,  p.  465- 
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then  very  pressing,  he  may  be  presumed  to  have  conoaTcd 
great  hopes  from  that  discovery ;  though  he  might  after- 
wards change  his  opinion,  when  he  grew  so  unreasonably 
fond  of  that  match  \  Upon  sir  Ralph  Winwood^s  advance 
ment  to  the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  which  was  on  the 
S9th  of  March  1614,  Ralegh  revived  his  proposal  about 
Guiana  in  a  letter  to  him,  in  which  he  complained  of  having 
been  extremely  misrepresented  by  two  or  three  comtiers  to 
the  king  to  such  a  degree,  that  even  the  united  interests  of 
prince  Henry,  the  queen,  and  her  brother  the  king  of  Den- 
mark, who  were  all  convinced  of  his  innocence,  could  not 
set  him  right  in  his  majesty'^s  opinion ;  but  at  the  same  time 
acknowledging,  that  all  he  had  remaining  was  owing  to  his 
majesty,  declared,  that  he  was  ready  to  sacrifice  it  all  in  his 
service ;  nnce  to  die  for  the  king,  and  not  by  the  king,  was 
all  the  ambition  he  had  in  the  world  <^.  But  he  could  not 
procure  leave  of  the  court  to  execute  his  dedgn,  till  after  he 
had  purchased  his  liberty ;  and  on  the  26th  of  August 
1616,  obtiuned  a  royal  commission  to  settle  Guiana,  at  the 
expense  of  himself  and  his  friends.  Some  writers  '^  have  re- 
presented this  comnussion  as  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, and  directed.  To  our  trusty  and  weU-bekwed  sir  Wti- 
ter  Ralegh^  JcnL  But  according  to  others «,  and  the  ac- 
count given  by  king  James  himself  in  his  Declaration,  pub- 
lished after  Ralegh's  death  f,  it  was  only  under  the  privg 
sealj  and  without  those  expressions  of  trust  or  grace.  But 
it  is  not  impossible,  that  this  commission  might  pass  both 
seals ;  and  this  conjecture  is  countenanced  by  a  passage  in 
a  letter,  which  Ralegh  drew  up  for  Mr.  Peter  Vanlore,  an 
eminent  merchant,  to  be  sent  to  his  brother  sir  Adrian  Thi- 
baut  in  Amsterdam,  requesting  him  to  engage  another  mer- 
chant there  to  communicate  to  sir  Walter  something  of  im- 
portance, which  he  knew  relating  to  Guiana ;  in  which  let- 

i>   Campbell's  Lives  of  Uie  Ad-  Coke's  Detection  of  die   Ibor  last 

minils,  vol.  2.  p.  71.  reigns,  p.  8|.    Rapin's   History  of 

<  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  Mr.  England,  and  Mr.  Tlndall's  notes. 

secretary  Winwood,  printed  in  his  •  Rymer,  torn.  16.  p.  759. 

Remains.  <'P.4.  edit.  1618.  in  4to. 

'  See  Ralegh's  Remains,  p.  aoo. 
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ter  mention  is  made  of  a  commutaion  to  him  under  the  great 
seals.  However,  even  that  commisnon  under  the  priv^ 
teal,  which  was  unquestionably  ^f^<^i  grants  him  very  ex- 
tensive powers.  By  one  clause  he  is  oMistituted  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  this  enterprise ;  and  by  another  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  new  country,  which  he  was  to  setde, 
and  this  with  ample  authority;  by  a  third  he  has  power 
of  exercising  martial  Uw,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  king^s 
lieutenant-general  by  sea  or  land,  or  any  <^  the  lieutenants 
of  the  counties  of  England,  bad.  These  powers  seem  to 
imply  in  them  a  virtual  pardon  to  Ralegh,  and  perhaps 
made  him  less  solicitous  for  an  actual  one.  It  is  ailirmed 
indeed,  in  the  king's  Declaration,  that  he  sued  much  for 
such  a  pardon,  but  that  it  was  refused  by  his  majesty, 
"  both  to  disauthorize  him  with  those  that  were  under  hia 
"  command,  in  case  he  should  attempt  to  exceed  his  com- 
"  mission,  and  to  reserve  him  to  the  justice  of  the  law,  if 
"  by  new  offences  he  should  make  himself  indign  of  former 
"  mercies."  But  it  is  expressly  affirmed  in  a  letter  i^  Carew 
Ralegh,  that  his  father  had  overtures  made  him  of  a  pardon 
for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  by  or  William  St.  John,  one  of 
the  persons  of  whom  he  had  before  bought  his  freedom ; 
but  that  sir  Francns  Bacon,  newly  made  Iwd  keeper  of  the 
great  seal,  being  consulted  by  him,  dissuaded  him  in  these 
words :  "  Sir,  the  knee-timber  of  your  voyage  is  money. 
"  Spare  your  purse  in  this  particular;  for  upon  my  life 
"  you  have  a  sufficieut  pardon  for  all  that  is  past  already, 
"  the  king  having  under  his  broad  seal  made  you  admiral  of 
"  your  fleet,  and  given  you  power  of  the  martial  law  over 
"  your  officers  and  soldiers  '*." 

The  Spanish  ambassador,  don  INego  Sarmiento  de  Acuna, 
better  known  by  the  title  of  count  de  Gondomar,  who  by 
his -address  and  vivacity  of  humour  had  gained  a  prodigious 
ascendant  over  the  Mng,  at  the  expense  of  his  majesty's 
honour  and  the  nation's  interest,  took  immediate  alarm  at 

•  Oldfi,  p.  473.  1678 ;  (od  ObtrmtioQ*  on  Suidcr- 

'  Howch't  Familiar  Letter*,  toI.  a.     iod'i  HiitMy,  p.  lO. 
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RalegVs  preparations,  and  made  loud  and  vehement 
lions  to  the  king,  as  his  majesty  affirms  in  his  Dedaradon  h 
that  he  knew  and  had  discovered  the  intention  and  enter- 
prise of  sir  Walter  to  be  only  hostile  and  piratical,  ten&ig 
to  a  breach  between  the  two  crowns,  and  the  danger  and 
destruction  of  the  king  his  master^s  subjects  in  those  parts. 
The  king'^s  answer  was,  as  he  represents  it  himself^,  that  he 
would  send  Ralegh  with  a  limited  commission,  and  that  ^he 
^^  durst  not,  upon  peril  of  his  head,  attempt  any  such  nut- 
^^  ter;  and  if  he  did,  he  would  surely  do  justice  upon  him,  or 
^'  send  him  bound  hand  and  feet  into  Spain,  with  all  the  gold 
and  goods  he  should  obtain  by  robbery  and  bring  home, 
were  they  never  so  great^  But  the  limitations  intimated 
in  this  Declaration  do  not  appear  in  the  commisaon,  in 
which  there  is  no  restriction  to  any  part  of  America,  not 
only  the  southern,  but  other  parts,  being  authorized,  and 
all  that  is  inhabited  by  heathen  and  savage  people,  without 
the  least  specification  of  Guiana,  or  prohibition  to  meddle 
widi  the  king  of  Spain^s  subjects  there  or  elsewhere ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  with  full  liberty  to  carry  what  arms  and 
ammunition  they  pleased  for  defence,  and  the  royal  as- 
surance of  enjoying  unmolested  whatever  they  returned 
with.  The  commission  is  not  therefore  so  well  and  clearly 
penned,  as  the  king  represents  in  his  Declaration  ;  who  af* 
firms  there  likewise,  that  he,  in  his  own  princely  judgment, 
gave  no  belief  to  sir  Walter''s  assertions,  that  he  had  seen 
and  tried  the  gold  ore  of  the  mine  of  Guiana,  as  being 
persuaded,  that  in  nature  there  were  no  such  mines  of  gold 
entire,  or  that  the  Spaniards,  so  industrious  in  the  chase  of 
treasure,  would  not  have  neglected  it  so  long :  and  yet  in 
the  commission  his  majesty  takes  care  to  secure  to  himself 
his  own  dividend  of  a  full  fifth  of  such  gold,  &c.  His  ma- 
jesty observes  also  in  the  same  Declaration,  that  he  had,  for 
further  caution,  enjoined  secretary  Winwood  to  urge  ar 
Walter,  upon  his  conscience  and  allegiance,  to  deal  plainly, 
and  express  himself,  whether  he  had  any  other  intention, 

*  Page  5.  Mbid. 
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but  only  to  go  to  these  golden  mines  in  Guiana;  which  nr 
Waller  not  only  protested  solemnly  unto  the  secretaty,  hut 
by  him  wrote  a  close  letter  to  his  majesty,  contmning  a 
solemn  profesnon  thereof,  confirmed  with  many  assevera- 
tions, and  that  be  never  meant  or  would  commit  any  out- 
rages or  spoils  upon  the  king  of  Spain's  subjects;  with 
which  protestation  of  sir  Walter  his  majesty  acquainted  the 
Spanish  ambassador,  who  still  persisted  in  his  jealousy  and 
importunity  to  king  James  to  stay  the  voyage,  alleging, 
that  the  great  number  that  ^r  Walter  had  prepared  for  it 
shewed  manifestly  that  he  had  no  peaceable  intention ;  and 
offering,  upon  Ralegh''B  answer  thereto,  that  those  ships 
were  only  provided  for  his  safe  convoy,  that,  if  sir  Walter 
would  go  with  one  or  two  ships  cmly  to  seek  the  mine,  fae 
would  move  the  king  of  Spain  to  send  two  or  three  ships 
with  him  back  again  for  his  safe  convoy  to  England  with 
the  gold,  and  the  ambassador  himself  to  remain  here  in 
pledge  for  the  king  his  master''s  performance  thereof.  "  But 
"  such,"  adds  his  majesty,  "  were  the  constant  fair  offers  of 
**  the  said  ur  Walter  Ralegh,  and  specious  promises,  as  his 
"  majesty  in  the  end  rejected  the  importunate  suit  of  the 
"  said  Spanish  ambassador  for  his  stay,  and  resolved  to  let 
*'  him  go ;  but  witlial  took  order,  both  that  he,  and  all 
"  those  that  went  in  his  company,  should  find  good  security 
"  to  behave  themselves  peaceably  towards  all  his  majesty's 
"  friends  and  allies,  and  to  observe  strictly  all  the  articles  d 
'*  the  commission,  which  his  majesty,  for  that  cause,  had 
*'  the  greater  care  to  have  it  well  and  clearly  penned  and 
*<  set  down."  But  how  clearly  this  commisnon  was  penned 
has  been  remarked  already ;  and  with  regard  to  the  close 
letter,  which  the  king  takes  notice  sir  Walter  had  written 
to  him,  it  was  probably  that  in  which  that  gentleman 
had,  in  obedience  to  bis  majesty's  commands,  given  an 
account  of  the  number  of  bis  men,  the  burden  and  strength 
of  his  ships,  together  with  the  country  and  river  which  he 
was  to  enter '.     This  letter  appears  to  have  been  commu- 

>  sir  Wilier  Rdcgti'i  Ictirr  to  sir  RaljA  Winwood. 
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nicated  by  the  king  to  the  Spanish  ambassador,  by  wfakb 
means  the  king  of  Spain  had  an  exact  knowledge  of  Ralegh's 
whole  enterprise ;  and  accordingly  sent  to  Guiana,  befof 
ar  Walter  left  the  channel,  to  prepare  a  greater  force  thn 
his  to  oppose  him  ^ :  and  the  original  of  that  very  letter  is 
said  to  have  been  found  afterwards  in  the  Spanish  gorer- 
nor'^s  closet  at  St  Thome  in  Guiana,  when  that  town  wtf 
taken  ^.  This  account  is  favoured  by  this  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance, of  his  majesty'*s  omitting  to  insert  that  dose  let- 
ter, which  he  mentions  of  sir  Walter,  in  his  Dedanuioo, 
as  he  would  most  probably  have  done,  if  it  had  been  thee 
in  his  possession,  fiut  to  justify  the  truth  of  his  majestjs 
communications  with  the  Spanish  ambassador  upon  thii 
subject,  I  shall  insert  here  the  following  passage  finom  tn 
original  letter  <>  of  ViUiers  earl  of  Buckingham  to  secreCaiy 
Winwood,  dated  March  S8, 1617,  from  Lincoln,  where  the 
court  then  was :  ^*  His  majesty  perceiveth,  by  a  letter  he 
hath  received  firom  the  Spanish  ambassador,  that  yoo 
have  not  been  yet  with  him,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
^'  order  taken  by  his  majesty  about  sir  Walter  Rale^^s 
voyage;  and  therefore  would  have  you  go  to  him,  as 
soon  as  you  can  possibly,  to  relate  unto  him  particolarlj 
**  his  majesty^s  care  of  that  business,  and  the  course  he  hath 
"  taken  therem.""  This  letter,  though  it  gives  us  no  light 
into  the  particulars  of  what  sir  Ralph  Winwood  was  to  de- 
liver to  the  Spanish  ambassador,  shews  evidently,  that  hb 
buidness  was  of  a  kind,  which  that  honest  secretary  had  no 
inclination  or  forwardness  to  be  employed  in. 

The  whole  expense  of  Ralegh^s  expediuon  was  defrayed 
by  him  and  his  friends.  For  this  purpose  he  called  in 
the  eight  thousand  pounds  which  he  had  lent  to  the 
countess  of  Bedford  P,  reckoned  in  king  Jameses  Declaratioa 
a  competent  satisfaction  for  all  his  estates,  though  Sherborne 
alone  was  afterwards  valued  by  the  state  at  BOOOl.  per 

■■  Shirley's  Life  of  sir  Walter  Ra-  «  In  the  poBsesaon  of  Uie  late  doke 

legh,  p.  183.  edit    1677.     Howell's  of  Muntaga. 
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annum.  He  prevailed  likewise  with  his  wife  to  sell  her 
estate  at  Mitcham  in  Surry,  for  2000/.  for  the  promoting 
the  design  %  in  which  he  engaged  many  adventurers.  But 
th^  company  of  volunteers  were  such,  as  had  never  seen  the 
sea  nor  wars,  and,  except  about  forty  gentlemen,  were  a 
very  dissolute,  disorderly,  and  ungovernable  crew,  "  whom 
their  friends  thought  it  an  exceeding  good  gain  to  be  dis- 
charged of,  at  the  hazard  of  some  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty 
pounds,  knowing  tliey  could  not  have  lived  a  whole  year 
so  cheap  at  home^'*^  Several  merchants,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  foreign  parts,  contributed  likewise  to  this  ad- 
venture; so  that  at  last  Ralegh  was  enabled  to  fit  out  a 
fleet  consbting  of  seven  sail.  The  first  was  the  admiral 
called  the  Destiny,  a  stout  ship,  built  by  sir  Walter  himself, 
of  the  burden  of  four  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  carrying 
thirty-six  pieces  of  cannon.  On  board  of  it  were  m  Walter 
Ralegh  general,  and  his  son  Walter  captain,  besides  two 
hundred  men,  of  whom  eighty  were  gentlemen  vdiunteers 
and  adventurers,  most  of  them  sir  Walter^s  relations ;  which 
number  was  afterwards  increased.  The  second,  the  Jason 
of  London,  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  twenty-five 
guns ;  captain  John  Pennington  vice-admiral ;  ei^ty  men, 
one  gentleman,  and  no  more.  Third,  the  Encounter,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  tons,  seventeen  guns ;  Edward  Hastings 
captain ;  succeeded,  upon  his  death  in  the  West  Indies,  by 
captain  Whitney.  Fourth,  the  Thunder,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons,  twenty  guns ;  sir  William  St.  Leger  captain ;  six 
gentlemen,  sixty  soldiers,  and  ten  landmen.  Fifths  the 
Flying  Joan,  onie  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  fourteen  guns ; 
John  Chidley  captain ;  twenty-five  men.  Sixth,  the  South- 
ampton, eighty  tons,  ax  guns ;  John  Baily  captain ;  twenty- 
five  mariners,  two  gentlemen.  Seventh,  the  Page,  a  pinnace, 
twenty-five  tons,  three  rabnets  of  brass ;  James  Barker  cap> 
tain ;  eight  sailors.  But  before  Ralegh  left  the  coast  oi 
England,  he  was  joined  by  as  many  ships  more,  so  that  hia 
whole  fleet  consisted  of  thirteen  sail,  besides  his  own  ship. 

1 1bid,  and  lUlegb's  Apology,  p.  47  >  48*  '  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  4. 
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Among  these  were  the  Convertine,  commanded  by  capUb 
Keymis;  the  Confidence,  commanded  hy  captain  Wol- 
laston ;  a  shallop,  named  the  Flying  Hart,  under  sir  Job 
Feme;  two  flyboats,  under  captain  Samuel  King  and  cap- 
tain Robert  Smith ;  and  a  caravel,  with  perhaps  anoClier 
named  the  Chudley,  besides. 

With  the  former  part  of  this  fleet  Ralegh  sailed  fitxn  the 
Thames,  on  the  26th  of  March  1617,  but  it  was  the  end  of 
June,  or  be^nning  of  July,  before  all  his  company  joined 
him,  and  he  left  Plymouth  with  his  whole  fleet;  after 
which  he  was  obliged  to  put  into  Cork  in  Ireland  through 
stress  of  weather,  and  remained  there  till  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust. He  reached  the  Canaries  on  the  -dth  of  September, 
and  obtained  there  some  refreshments,  with  an  ample  certi- 
ficate from  the  governor,  that  he  had  behaved  himself  with 
great  justice  and  honour  K  In  the  whole  voyage,  between 
the  Cape  de  Verd  islands  and  America,  he  met  with  sudi 
contrary  winds  and  so  many  storms,  that  the  fleet  was  in 
great  want  of  water,  and  the  crew  so  sicidy,  that  many  of 
the  ablest  men,  both  for  sea  and  land,  died.  Howev^,  on 
the  17th  of  November  they  came  in  sight  of  Guiana,  and 
soon  after  to  anchor,  in  five  degrees,  ofi^  the  river  CaKana, 
where  they  stayed  till  the  4th  of  December  K  Here  Ra- 
legh was  received  by  the  Indians  of  those  parts  with  the  ut- 
most joy,  who  not  only  assisted  him  with  provisions  and 
every  thing  else  in  their  power,  but  offered  him  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  country,  if  he  would  setde  amongst  them ; 
which  he  declined  to  accept".  His  extreme  sickness  for 
six  weeks  preventing  him  from  undertaking  the  discovery  of 
the  mines  in  person,  he  was  obliged  to  depute  captain  Key- 
mis  to  that  service ;  and  accordingly  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber ordered  five  small  ships  to  sail  into  the  river  Oronoque. 
Aboard  these  five  vessels  were  five  companies  of  fifty  men 
each ;  the  first  commanded  by  captain  Parker,  brother  of 
the  lord  Monteagle ;  the  second  by  captain  North,  brother 

'  Oldys,  p.  488.  •  Letter  to  his  lady  from  Cali«lll^ 

*  Sir  Walter  Ralegh's  letter  to  Be-     Nov.  14,  1617.   printed  amoog  his 
cretsry  Winwood.  Remains. 
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of  lord  North ;  the  third  by  his  son  captain  Ridegh ;  the 
fourth  by  capt^n  Thomhurst ;  and  the  fifth  by  Prideaux, 
lieutenant  to  captain  Chidley.  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  Ra^ 
legh'^s  lieutenant,  who  had  the  charge  of  these  companies, 
falling  sick  at  Caliana,  it  was  conferred  upon  George  Ra- 
legh, sir  Walter's  nephew,  who  had  served  with  great  repu- 
tation in  the  Low  Countries ;  and  captain  Keymis  had  the 
chief  charge  of  landing  and  conducting  them  '.  But  Key- 
mis  having  laid  down  the  plan  of  his  intended  attempt  upon 
the  mine,  and  undertaken  to  discover  it  with  six  or  eight 
persons  in  mr  John  Feme's  shallop,  Ralegh  disliking  that 
method  of  proceeding,  determined  to  alter  it,  and  therefore 
sent  to  him  the  following  instructions  Y : 

Keymis,  Whereas  you  were  resolved,  after  your  arrival 
into  the  Oronoque,  to  pass  to  the  mine  with  my  cousin 
*^  Herbert  and  six  musketeers,  and  to  that  end  desired 
'^  to  have  sir  John  Feme's  shallop ;  I  do  not  allow  of  that 
*^  course ;  because  you  cannot  land  so  secretly,  but  that 
*'  some  Indians  on  the  river  side  may  discover  you,  who 
^^  giving  knowledge  thereof  to  the  Spaniards,  you  may  be 
"  cut  off  before  you  recover  your  boat.  I  therefore  advise 
you  to  suffer  the  captains  and  companies  of  the  English 
to  pass  up  westward  of  the  mountain  Aio,  from  whence 
you  have  no  less  than  three  miles  to  the  mine,  and  to  en^ 
^^  camp  between  the  Spanish  town  and  you,  if  there  is  any 
^'  town  near  it ;  that  being  so  secured,  you  may  make  trial 
what  depth  and  breadth  the  mine  holds,  and  whether  or 
not  it  will  answer  our  hopes.  And  if  you  find  it  royal, 
and  the  Spaniards  begin  to  war  upon  you,  then  let  the 
^'  sergeant-major  repel  them,  if  it  is  in  his  power,  and  drive 
them  as  far  as  he  can ;  but  if  you  find  the  mine  is  not  so 
rich,  as  to  persuade  the  holding  of  it,  and  it  requires  a 
second  supply,  then  shall  you  bring  but  a  basket  or  two 
^^  to  satisfy  his  majesty  that  my  design  was  not  imaginary^ 
^*  but  true,  though  not  answerable  to  his  majesty's  expecta- 
"  tion ;  for  the  quantity  of  which  I  never  gave  assurance, 

*  Ralegh's  Journal,  MS.  apud  Oldyt,  p*  494. 
f  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  26. 
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**  nor  could.  On  the  othar  side,  if  you  shall  find  any  grett 
<<  number  of  soldiers  are  newly  sent  into  the  Oronoqoe, 
*^  as  the  cassique  of  Caliana  told  us  there  were,  and  thit 
<*  the  passages  are  already  enforced,  so  as  without  raamfat 
peril  of  my  son,  yourself,  and  the  other  captains,  joa 
cannot  pass  towards  the  mine ;  then  be  well  advised  hov 
you  land,  for  I  know  (a  few  gentlemen  excepted)  what  t 
scum  of  men  you  have,  and  I  would  not  for  all  the  world 
receive  a  blow  from  the  Spaniard  to  the  dishonour  ct  the 
nation.  I  myself,  for  my  weakness,  cannot  be  present; 
'^  neither  will  the  company  land,  except  I  abide  by  the 
ships,  the  galleons  of  Spain  being  daily  expected.  Piggot 
the  sergeant-major  is  dead ;  sir  Warham  St.  Leger,  mj 
lieutenant,  without  hope  of  life ;  and  my  nephew,  George 
Ralegh,  your  sergeant-major  now,  but  a  youn^  man.  It 
*^  is  therefore  on  your  judgment  that  I  rely,  whom  I  trust 
**  God  will  direct  for  the  best.  Let  me  hear  from  you  as 
**  soon  as  you  can.  You  shall  find  me  at  Punta  de  GaOo, 
^*  dead  or  alive ;  and  if  you  find  not  my  ships  there,  yet 
**  there  you  shall  find  their  ashes ;  for  I  will  fire  with  the 
^^  galleons,  if  it  comes  to  extremity,  but  run  away  I  will 
"  never .^ 

With  these  instructions  the  five  ships  set  forward,  parting 
from  Ralegh  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  with  a  month^s  provi- 
sion, on  the  10th  of  December  «.  But  when  they  found  a 
new  Spanish  town,  called  St.  Thome,  consisting  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  houses,  though  li^tly  built,  with  a 
chapel,  a  convent  of  Franciscans,  and  a  garrison,  erected  on 
the  main  channel  of  the  Oronoque  S  about  twen^  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  place  where  Antonio  Berreo,  the  governor 
taken  by  Ralegh  in  his  first  discovery  and  conquest  here, 
attempted  to  plant;  Keymis  and  the  rest  thou^t  them- 
selves obliged,  through  fear  of  having  the  enemy^s  garrison 
between  them  and  their  boats,  to  deviate  from  their  instruc- 
tions, which  enjoined  them,  first  to  carry  a  little  party  to 
make  trial  of  the  mine,  under  shelter  of  their  own  camp; 

*  Ralegh's  Journal,  apud  Oldys,  p.  496. 

*  Heylin'i  Cosmography,  p.  1084. 
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and  then  to  deal  with  the  Spanish  town  as  it  should  behave 
towards  them.  They  determined  therefore  to  land  in  one 
body,  and  encamp  between  the  mine  and  the  town  ^,  by 
which  means,  though  themselves  were  the  stronger,  their 
boats  were  exposed,  and  the  mine  left  untried,  contrary  to 
Ralegh's  order.  For  about  three  weeks  after  th^  depar- 
ture, landing  by  night,  nearer  the  town  than  they  sus- 
pected, and  intending  xo  rest  themselves  on  the  river  nde 
till  morning,  they  were  in  the  night-time  set  upon  by  the 
Spanish  troops,  apfnised  of,  and  forearmed  for  their  com> 
tng.  This  charge  was  so  unexpected,  aud  struck  the  com- 
mon soldiers  with  such  amazement  and  confu«on,  that  had 
not  the  captuns  and  some  other  gentlemen  animated  the 
rest,  they  had  all  been  cut  to  pieces.  But  the  rest,  by  their 
example,  soon  rallying,  made  so  vigorous  an  opposition  to 
the  Spaniards,  that  they  forced  them  to  a  retreat,  till  in 
the  warmth  <^  the  pursuit  the  English  found  themselves  at 
the  Spanish  town  before  they  knew  where  they  were.  Here 
the  battle  was  renewed  against  them,  being  assaulted  by  the 
governor  himself  don  Diego  Palameca,  and  four  or  five 
captains  at  the  head  tS  their  companies ;  against  whom  cap. 
tiun  Ralegh,  from  the  heat  and  impadrace  of  youth,  b^ng 
but  twenty-three  years  old,  n^lecting  his  own  safety,  and 
not  waiting  for  the  musketeers,  rushed  forward  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  pikes,  and  having  killed  one  of  the 
Spanish  captains,  was  himself  shot  by  another ;  but  pressing 
sbll  forward  with  bis  aw(^  upon  Erinetta,  probably  the 
captain  who  had  shot  him,  this  Spaniard  with  the  but-end 
of  his  musket  felled  him  to  the  ground;  and  after  these 
words,  *'  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  prosper  your  en- 
"  terpriBe,"  young  Ralegh  spoke  no  more.  His  sei^;eant, 
J<Jin  Plessington,  immediately  thrust  the  Spanish  captain 
through  the  body  with  his  halbert.  Two  other  Spanbh 
officers  were  killed  at  the  same  time,  and  the  governor  him- 
self fell  in  the  same  engagement  <=,  which  happened  on  the 

^  Ralcgfa'i  Apolog;,  p.  19.  ■nd  hit         '  RalrfA'i  Apolojy,  p.  30.  ji.  33. 
Ictler  to  lord  Careir,  pfioied  it  At     mod  bii  letter  to  hit  wife. 
«Bd  of  that  Apelogj,  p.  64. 
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2d  of  January  1617-18  ^.  The  Spanish  leaders  being  all 
thus  despatched,  and  many  of  their  soldiers,  the  rest  fled 
and  were  dispersed,  some  to  shelter  about  the  market-place, 
from  whence  they  killed  and  wounded  the  English  at  plea- 
sure, so  that  the  latter  saw  no  way  left  for  safety  but  by 
firing  the  town,  and  driving  the  enemy  to  the  woods  and 
mountains,  whence  they  still  kept  the  English  waking  with 
perpetual  alarms  «.  Others  were  more  careful  to  defend  the 
passages  to  their  mines,  of  which  they  had  three  or  four  not 
far  distant,  than  they  had  been  to  defend  the  town  it- 
selff 

Captain  Eeymis  had  now,  by  the  removal  of  all  obstruc- 
tions, an  opportunity  of  visiting  and  making  a  trial  of  the 
mine,  which  he  assured  Ralegh,  in  a  letter  of  the  8th  of  Ja- 
nuary, he  was  preparing  to  doS,  and  actually  attempted, 
with  captain  Thomhurst,  Mr.  W.  Herbert,  sir  John  Ham- 
den,  and  others ;  but  at  their  first  approach  near  the  bank, 
where  they  intended  to  land,  he  received  from  an  ambus- 
cade of  the  Spaniards  in  the  woods  a  volley  of  shot,  which 
slew  two  of  his  company,  hurt  six  others,  and  wounded  ci^ 
tain  Thomhurst  dangerously  in  the  head.  This  staggered 
his  resolution,  especially  as  he  found  the  river  so  low,  so 
that  he  could  not  approach  the  banks  in  most  other  places 
near  the  mine  by  a  mile,  and  the  woods  thick  and  unpass- 
able ;  and  considered,  that  if  they  should  discover  the  mine, 
they  had  no  men  to  work  it,  the  Spaniards  themselves  hav- 
ing several  gold  and  silver  mines  near  the  town,  which  were 
useless,  for  want  of  negroes.  Keymis  therefore  abouU  the 
middle  of  February  returned  to  Punta  de  Gallo,  without 
discovenng  the  mine,  alleging  the  reasons  mentioned  above, 
and  tliat  the  companies  of  English  in  the  town  of  St  Thome 
were  not  able  to  defend  it  against  the  daily  and  nightly  as- 
saults of  the  Spaniards  ^.  Besides,  as  some  mitigation  of 
their  iU  success,  and  inducement  to  further  hopes,  Keynus 

^  Camdeni  Annales  Regis  Jacobi,         c  Keymis's  letter  to  Ralegh's  Apo- 

P-  28.  logy,  p.  32. 
•  Ralegh's  Apology>  p.  3 1 .  ^  Ralegh's  Apology,  p.  42 — 46.  and 

f  Ralegh's  Remains,  p.  1 78.  letter  to  Wiowood. 
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produced  two  ingot§  of  gold,  which  had  been  reserved  at 
Su  Thome,  as  the  king  of  Spain''a  quinto  or  proportion,  to- 
gether with  other  valuable  spoils  of  the  governor,  and  a 
lai^  quantity  of  papers,  letters,  memorials,  schemes,  plans, 
uid  maps  found  in  that  governor's  study.  Among  these 
were  four  letters,  which  plainly  discovered,  not  only  Ha- 
iti's whole  enterprise  to  have  been  betrayed,  but  his  life 
thereby  put  into  the  power  of  the  Spaniards.  The  first 
was  from  the  king  of  Spain  dated  the  19th  of  Match  1616- 
17,  and  sent  by  a  bark  of  advice  to  Guiana ;  the  second, 
another  of  that  king  of  the  2d  of  May,  to  the  governor  of 
that  country ;  the  third,  sent  from  that  king  by  the  bishop 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  delivered  to  that  governor  on  the  15th 
of  July ;  and  the  fourth,  from  the  fanner  and  secretary  of 
the  customs  in  the  Indies.  These  letters  discovered  the 
preparations  made  by  the  Spaniards  to  receive  Ralegh ;  who 
ooroplained  of  the  treachery  of  betraying  and  exposing  him 
to  them,  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  about  a  month  after 
to  secretuy  Winwood,  and  in  that  to  his  lady.  To  the 
just  indignation  which  he  conceived  upon  this  occasion,  was 
added  the  mortificadon  of  finding  that  captain  Keymis  had 
made  no  trial  of  the  mine ;  upon  which  he  reproached  that 
captain  with  having  undone  him,  and  wounded  his  credit 
vith  the  king  past  recovery.  This  affected  Keymis  with  so 
aeonUe  a  concern,  that  he  retired  to  his  cabin,  where  he 
Aot  himsdf ;  but  finding  the  wound  not  mortal,  he  do- 
apaiched  himself  with  a  long  knife  thrust  throuj^  his  left 
pap  into  his  heart  ■. 

Hie  ill  state  of  rir  Walter's  health  would  not  suffer  him 
to  repair  the  neglect  of  Keymis,  by  going  up  the  river  hint> 
■elf;  for  all  the  while  he  lay  with  the  five  larger  ships  at 
Punta  de  Galk),  he  was  incapable  of  sn^  a  voyage,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  in  continual  apprehenrion  of  bring  at- 
tacked in  this  divided  state  of  his  fleet  by  the  Spanish  ar- 
mada, sent  out  purposely  to  lay  wait  for  and  destroy  him ; 
but  the  enemy  missed  him  by  staying  in  the  wrong  place  i'. 

■  RiMi't  Apidogr,  p.39.andl«l-  *  Bsteah'i  Joond  ud  kOer  Id 
taa  to  WlDwood  mod  m  hU  witt.  Winwoof 

RAI.Er.lI,  I.IFB.  T  t 


64A  BIRCH'S  LIFE  OF 

However,  his  misfortunes  and  disappointments  did  not 
alter  his  resolution  of  returning  home,  though  the  crew  of 
his  own  ship  fell  to  mutiny  upon  their  arrival  at  NewfomiiL 
land,  where  some  were  for  stajring  abroad.  But  the  majoiitj 
being  of  c^nion  to  return  to  England,  he  arrived  with  fail 
leaky  ships  at  Sangsale  in  Ireland  ^  By  this  time  the  newi 
of  the  firing  St  Thome,  and  the  slaughter  of  the  Spaniardi 
there,  being  brought  to  England,  and  the  Spanish  ambis- 
sador  insisting  upon  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  done  to  im 
master^s  subjects ;  king  James,  on  the  11th  of  June,  1618) 
published  a  proclamation  ™,  declaring  his  detestation  of  sr 
Walter^s  conduct  towards  the  Spaniards  at  Guiana;  and 
charging  such  as  were  acquainted  with  the  particulan  to 
repair  to  any  of  his  privy  council,  and  certify  their  whole 
knowledge.  This  proclamation  asserts,  that  his  majesty  bad, 
by  express  limitation  and  caution,  restrained  and  fiuhid  Bs> 
legh  from  attempting  any  act  of  hostility  upon  any  teni- 
tories  or  subjects  of  foreign  princes  with  whom  his  msjes^ 
was  in  amity,  and  more  particularly  those  of  his  dear  brocha 
the  king  of  Spain.  Yet  it  is  evident,  that  the  commifaann, 
to  which  this  proclamatioa  refers,  contains  no  such  limits- 
tion. 

The  proclamation  however  did  not  deter  sir  Wsiter, 
upon  his  arrival  at  Plymouth  in  the  beginning  of  July, 
from  landing,  and  resolving  to  surrender  himsdf  voluntarily 
into  the  king'^s  hands,  to  whom  he  wrote  an  excellent  letter 
in  defence  of  himself.  As  he  was  upon  the  road  to  Lon- 
don, before  he  came  to  Ashburton,  he  was  met  by  sir  Lewis 
Stuckley,  vice-admiral  of  Devonshire,  and  his  own  kinsman, 
who  had  orders  from  the  court  to  arrest  and  bring  hhn  up 
prisoner.  And  this  man,  who  had  meanness  enough  to  un- 
dertake an  ofiice  so  unsuitable  to  the  relation  between  than, 
appears  to  have  executed  it  with  equal  disingenui^. 

Sir  Walter  returned  with  him  to  Plymouth ;  where  bong 
now  apprehensive  of  the  resentment  of  the  king  and  his  His- 
paniolised  ministers,  he  contrived  to  convey  himself  out  of 

>  01dyt>  p.  5  lo.  -  Rymer,  torn.  17.  ioL  91. 
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the  kingdom  in  a  vessel  hired  for  that  purpose  by  ciqitun 
Samuel  King,  an  old  officer  of  his.  But  chang^g  his  reso- 
lution in  that  respect,  he  proceeded  on  his  joumey  towards 
London  ■> ;  yet  thinking  it  proper  to  gain  time  for  the  ap- 
pea^ng  of  his  mi^esty,  at  Salisbury,  by  the  asrastance  of 
one  Momturie,  a  French  quack,  he  counterfeited  sickness 
for  several  days,  durii^  which  he  wrote  his  Apology.  How- 
ever, on  the  Tth  of  August  he  arrived  at  Lcmdon,  where  he 
was  pemutted  the  confinement  of  his  own  house ;  but  hav- 
ing still  good  reasons  not  to  trust  himself  to  the  merey  of 
the  court,  he  formed  a  dengn  to  escape  into  France,  which 
sir  Lewis  Stuckley,  who  was  privy  to  and  encouraged  it, 
discovered ;  and  tar  Walter  being  seized  in  a  boat  upon  the 
river  below  Woolwich,  was  a  second  time,  on  the  10th  <^ 
August,  ccanmitted  to  the  Tower.  But  though  his  death 
seemed  absolutely  determined,  yet  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a 
method  to  compass  it,  noce  his  conduct  in  his  late  expedi> 
tion  could  not  be  stretched  in  law  to  such  a  sentence.  It 
was  resolved  therefore  to  sacrifice  him  to  Spain,  in  a  manner 
which  has  justly  exposed  the  court  to  the  abhorrence  of  all 
succeeding  ages,  by  calling  him  down  to  judgment  upon 
his  former  sentence,  passed  fifteen  years  before,  which  they 
were  then  ashamed  or  scrupled  to  execute :  so  that,  by  a 
strange  contrariety  of  proceedings,  he,  who  had  been  con- 
demned for  being  a  fnend  to  the  Spaniards,  now  lost  his 
life  for  being  their  enemy.  A  privy  seal  was  accordingly 
»«ot  to  the  judges,  to  order  immediate  execution ;  upon 
which  a  conference  was  held  on  Friday  the  Sdd  of  Oct.  1618, 
between  all  the  judges  of  England,  concerning  the  manner 
how  prisoners,  who  have  been  attainted  of  treason,  and  set 
at  hberty,  should  be  brought  to  executicoi. 

In  consequence  of  their  resolution,  a  privy  seal  came  to 
the  king's  bench,  commanding  that  court  to  proceed  against 
sir  Walter  according  to  law";  who  the  next  day  rec^ved 
notice  from  the  counsel  to  prepare  himself  for  death  P ;  and  on  - 

■  CapUin  KiDg*!  Namtirc,  us.  495-  SergtulRollea's  RepoTti,5o. 
■podOldyi,  P.JI9.  p-r. 

•  Sir  Riebtrd  Hnttoo'i  Rcporto,  '  Caaidciu  AnD>la  RagU  J*enU, 
p.  11.  Judge  Cniokc'i  Report*,  i.fol.     p.  37. 
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Wednesday  the  28th  of  that  month,  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
was  taken  out  of  bed  in  the  hot  fit  of  an  ague,  and  carried  to 
the  king'*s  bench  bar  at  Westminster.  The  chief  justice,  sir 
Henry  Montagu,  ordered  the  record  of  his  conviction  and 
judgment  at  Winchester  in  1608  to  be  read,  and  then  de- 
manded, what  he  had  to  offer  why  execution  should  not  be 
awarded?  To  this  sir  Walter  pleaded  the  commission  granted 
him  by  his  majesty  for  his  late  voyage,  which  implied  a  re- 
storing life  to  him,  by  giving  him  power,  as  marshal,  on  the 
life  and  death  of  others.  He  then  b^an  to  justify  his  con- 
duct in  that  voyage ;  but  the  court  rdbsed  to  hear  him ; 
and  so  execution  was  awarded  against  him.  He  deared 
them,  that  he  might  not  be  cut  off  so  suddenly,  since  be 
had  somewhat  to  do  in  discharge  of  his  conscience,  some- 
thing to  satisfy  his  majesty  and  the  world  in ;  calling  upon 
God  to  be  his  judge,  before  whom  he  should  shcMtly  ap- 
pear, that  he  was  never  disloyal  to  his  majesty ;  ^<  wUch  I 
will  justify,^  said  he,  '^  where  I  shall  not  fear  the  &ce  of 
any  king  on  earth.^  He  was  then  lead  to  the  Gate- 
house near  the  Palace-yard ;  and  the  same  day  the  war- 
rant for  his  execution  was  produced,  and  agned  at  West- 
minster, though  his  majesty  was  then  retired  into  the  coun- 
try, having  rejected  all  petitions  in  his  favour  9.  The  next 
morning,  Thursday  the  29th  of  October,  the  day  of  the 
lord  mayor^s  inauguration,  a  solemnity  never  perhaps  at- 
tended before  with  a  public  execution,  or  Walter  Ral^ 
was  conducted  by  the  sherifis  of  Middlesex  to  the  Old  Pa- 
lace-yard in  Westminster.  He  was  assisted  in  his  last  mo- 
ments by  Dr.  Robert  Tolson,  then  dean  of  Westminster, 
and  afterwards  bishop  of  Salisbury,  who  has  written  an  ac- 
count of  his  death  ' ;  in  which  he  observes,  that  being  sur- 
prised at  sir  Walter  Rdegh^s  contempt  of  death,  and  ex- 
postulating with  him  upon  it,  sir  Walter  told  him  plainly, 
that  he  never  feared  death,  and  much  less  then ;  for  which 

9  Oldys,  p.  554.  still  prefteired  in   the   family,   uid 

'  In  a  letter  to  sir  John  Jsham,  of  cited  by  Mr.CampbeU,  Lives' of  the 

Lamport  in  Northamptonshire,  dated  AdminUs,  vol.  a.  p.  84,  8c . 

at  Westminster  college,  Nov.  9, 1 618, 
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he  blessed  God :  that  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  though  to 
others  it  mJ^t  seem  grievous,  yet,  for  himsdf,  he  had 
rather  die  so  than  in  a  burning  fever.  That  this  was  the 
effect  of  Christian  courage,  he  convinced  the  dean  then,  and, 
"  I  think,**  says  he,  "  all  the  spectators  at  his  death.**  He 
sud  nothing  as  to  the  old  plot,  but  justified  himself  fully  as 
to  what  had  been  lately  objected  to  him.  The  dean  having 
put  him  in  mind  of  the  earl  of  Essex,  he  said,  that  lord  was 
taken  off  by  a  trick ;  which  he  told  the  dean  privately,  but 
it  is  not  set  down  by  him.  Sir  Walter  eat  his  breakfast 
heartily  that  morning,  smoked  his  pipe,  and  made  no  more 
of  death  than  if  he  had  been  to  take  a  journey  '.  On  the 
scaffold  he  conversed  freely  with  the  lord  Arundel  and 
others  of  the  nobility,  and  in  his  speech  vindicated  himself 
from  two  sus^ncions,  which  the  king  had  conceived  against 
him,  and  which  he  apprehended  had  hastened  his  death ; 
one  of  which  was,  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  some  plot  or 
confederacy  with  France ;  and  the  other,  that  he  had  ^)oken 
disloyally  of  his  majesty.  He  confessed  his  attempt  te 
escape,  and  his  pretending  sickness  at  Salisbury,  in  order  to 
gain  time  for  pacifying  his  majesty.  He  foi^ve  Manourie 
the  Frenchman,  and  air  Lewis  Stuckley,  the  injuries  which 
they  had  done  him.  He  denied  that  he  was  brought  by 
force  into  England  from  his  last  voyage,  and  that  he  hod 
no  intenUons  to  return  thither;  and  vindicated  himself 
from  the  imputation,  that  he  did  not  design  to  go  to  Guiana 
at  all,  and  that  he  knew  of  no  mine  there,  but  merely  used 
it  as  a  pretence  to  gain  his  liberty.  He  cleared  himself 
likewise  frmn  another  calunmy,  of  having  designed  to  leave 
his  men  at  Guiana;  as  also  from  having  been  a  persecutor 
of  the  earl  of  Essex,  and  insulting  him  at  fab  death.  He 
concluded  with  dearing  the  company  to  jinn  with  him  in 
prayer  to  that  great  God  of  heaven,  "  whom,"  says  he,  "  I 
'*  have  grievously  offended,  being  a  man  full  of  vamty,  who 
"  has  lived  a  anful  life  in  such  callings  as  have  been  most 
"  inducing  to  it :  for  I  have  been  a  soldier,  a  sailor,  and  a 
"  courtier ;   which  are  courses  of  wickedness  and   vice.** 
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Then  proclamation  bring  made,  that  tdl  men  should  deptrt  I 
the  scaffold,  he  prepared  himself  for  death,  giTing  away  Us 
hat  and  cap  and  money  to  some  attendants  who  stood  neir 
him.   When  he  took  leave  of  the  lords  and  other  gentlemen, 
he  entreated  the  lord  Arundel  to  deare  the  kii^,  that  no 
scandalous  writings  to  defiime  him  might  be  puhBshed  afitf 
his  death ;  concluding,  '*  I  have  a  long  journey  to  go,  md 
**  therefore  will  take  my  leave."    Then  having  put  rfThis 
gown  and  doublet,  he  called  to  the  executioner  to  shew  Inn 
the  axe;   which   not  being  presently  done,  he  said,  ^I 
<<  prithee,  let  me  see  it.     Dost  thou  think  that  I  am  afraid 
**  of  it  ?"  and  having  it  in  his  hands,  he  felt  along  the  edge 
of  it,  and  smiling,  sidd  to  the  sheriff,  ^*  Tliis  is  a  sharp  meiE- 
^  cine,  but  it  is  a  physician  for  all  diseases,^    Then  goii^ 
to  and  fro  on  every  ade  of  the  scaffold,  he  demred  the  com- 
pany to  pray  to  GoA  to  asnst  him  and  strengthen  him.   Tbe 
executioner  kneeling  down  and  asking  him  foigiveneas,  sir 
Walter,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  granted  it ;  and 
being  asked  which  way  he  would  lay  himself  on  the  lioA^ 
he  answered,  ^^  So  the  heart  be  right,  it  is  no  matter  whidi 
<<  way  the  head  fies.*"    As  he  stooped  to  lay  himself  akmg^ 
and  reclined  his  head,  his  face  being  towards  the  east,  tbe 
executioner  spread  his  own  cloak  under  him.     After  a  fittle 
pause,  he  gave  the  sign  that  he  was  ready  for  the  stroke 
by  lifting  up  his  hand,  and  his  head  was  struck  cff  at  two 
blows,  his  body  never  shrinking  nor  moving.     His  head 
was  shewn  on  each  side  of  the  scaffold^  and  then  put  into  t 
red  leather  bag,  and,  with  his  velvet  nightgown  thrown 
over,  was  afterwards  conveyed  away  in  a  mourning  coach  of 
his  lady^s.     His  body  was  interred  in  the  chancel  of  St 
Margaret^s  church  in  Westminster ;  but  his  head  was  long 
preserved  in  a  case  by  his  widow,  who  survived  him  twenty- 
nine  years;  and  after  her  death,  by  his  son  Carew,  with 
whom  it  is  said  to  have  been  buried  at  West-Horsley  in  Surry, 
which  had  been  a  seat  of  sir  Walter  %  who  was  sixty-six 
years  of  age  at  his  death  u. 

«  Oldys,  p.  564,  note.  col.  440.  and  Prince's  Worthies  of 

"  Csmdcni  Annates  Regis  Jacobi,     Devonshire, 
p.  38.  Wood's  Histor.  Oxon.  vol.  i. 
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TbuB  fell  this  peat  bud,  the  victim  of  a  meu  Uk^ 
nipt  court  to  a  forego  power,  whose  influence  had  at  b. 
time  an  absolute  asoendant  in  the  councils  of  England  over 
the  true  interests  <J  the  nation.  And  it  is  remat^ble,  that 
king  James  himself,  sotMi  after  flalegh's  executitm,  conde- 
scended to  plead  that  as  a  merit  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
having  directed  one  of  his  [ninapal  ministers  to  write  to 
Mr.  Cottington,  his  agent  at  Madrid  *,  to  press  that  court 
to  act  with  sincerity  towards  him,  nnce  his  majesty  bad 
^ven  so  many  testimmiies  of  his,  espedally  in  the  cauang 
sir  Walter  Ralegh  to  be  put  to  death,  chiefly  for  the  ^ving 
them  satisfaction ;  in  which,  as  w^  as  in  other  points,  his 
majesty  had  strained  upon  the  aflections  of  his  people,  who 
were  greatly  afiected  by  the  courage  and  constancy  shewn 
by  him  at  his  death,  whi<^  they  attributed  to  the  desire  his 
majesty  had  to  satisfy  Spun.  Mr.  Cottington  was  likewise 
instructed  to  let  that  court  know,  '*  how  able  a  man  tor 
"  Walter  was  to  have  d<»ie  his  majesty  service ;  and  yet,  to 
"  content  them,  he  had  not  spared  him,  when,  by  preserv- 
"  ipg  him,  he  might  have  given  great  satisfaction  to  hia 
"  subjects,  and  had  at  command,  upon  all  occasions,  as  use- 
"  ful  a  man  as  served  any  prince  in  Christ^idom."  And 
in  fact,  his  death  rused  so  universal  a  diaetmtent  thmugih 
the  nation,  that  the  king  thought  piapa  to  pubhsh  aooa 
after  <*  a  Declaration  of  the  demeanour  and  carriage  tt  sir 
"  Walter,  as  well  in  his  voyage,  as  in  and  nnce  his  return ;" 
in  which  were  pretended  to  be  the  "  true  mobves  and  in- 
"  ducements  which  occamoned  his  majesty  to  proceed  in 
"  doing  justice  upon  him."  It  begins  with  the  asserticMi  of 
that  principle,  of  which  himself  was  so  fond,  and  which  led 
him  and  his  family  into  so  many  errors  of  pemicdous  conse- 
quence both  to  themselves  and  their  subjects,  that  "  kings 
"  arc  not  bound  to  give  account  of  thar  actions  to  any  but 
"  God."  However,  he  declares  that  he  was  willing  to  repre- 
sent  his  proceedings  in  this  case  to  the  world ;  and  accord- 
ingly urges  several  charges  agunst  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  some 

■  Roikworth'i  CoUccUou,  ni.  i.  p.9,  lo. 
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of  which  have  been  already  taken  notice  of,  endeavouring 
to  shew,  that  the  mine  of  Guiana  was  a  mere  fiction  of  Bi- 
legh,  and  that  his  original  and  only  design  was  to  plunder 
the  Spanish  settlements,  and  to  surprise  their  fleets ;  that  he 
had  formed  a  cruel  purpose  to  leave  the  land  soldiers  od 
shore  at  Guiana;  that  after  the  defeat  of  his  deagns,he 
had  no  intention  to  return  home,  but  to  go  to  the  East  In- 
dies, or  to  settle  at  Newfoundland ;  that  after  his  arrival  in 
England  he  contrived  several  stratagems  to  escape :  by  all 
which  offences  he  had  made  himself  unworthy  of  Ins  nuu 
jesty''s  mercy.  But  this  DeclaraUon  had  very  little  effect  in 
satisfying  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  likewise  diewed  the 
utmost  contempt  for  the  **  humble  petition  and  information 
of  sir  Lewb  Stuckley,  touching  his  own  behaviour  in  the 
charge  committed  unto  him  for  the  bringing  up  of  sir 
Walter  Ralegh,  and  the  scandalous  aspersions  cast  upon 
"  him  for  the  same  ;^  which  was  printed  the  same  year 
1618.  And  indeed  no  r^ard  was  due  to  a  man  of  his  cha- 
racter, who,  before  the  end  of  that  very  year,  was  surprised 
in  Whitehall  clipping  the  gold  bestowed  on  him  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  treachery;  and  being  amdemned  for  that 
crime,  and  reduced  to  the  necesnty  of  stripping  himself  to 
his  shirt  to  raise  money  to  purchase  a  pardon,  withdrew 
himself  from  the  odium  of  mankind  to  the  island  of  Lundj 
in  the  Severn  sea  Y,  where  he  died  mad,  on  the  29th  of  Au- 
gust 16S0  2,  in  less  than  two  years  after  sir  Walter  Ral^. 

J^AulicusCoquiDfiric,  p.94.  Frank-         *  Camdeoi  Annales  Regis  JacoUf 
laud's  Annals  of  King  James,  p.  33.     p.  60. 
and  Howeirs  Letters,  vol.  a.  p.  372. 
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SIR  WALTER  RALEGH,  KNIGHT, 

FOR  HIGH  TREASON, 


AT  WINTON  THE  17th  OF  NOVEMBER,  lfi03, 1 JAC.  I. 


77ie  commissioners  were. 


The    right   honourable  Henry 

Howard,  earl  of  Suffolk,  lord 

chamberlain. 
Charles  Blunt,  earl  of  Devon. 
Lord  Henry  Howard,  afterward 

earl  of  Northampton. 
Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salisbury. 
Edward  lord  Wotton,  of  Mor- 

ley. 


Sir  John  Stanhope,  vice-cham- 
berlain. 

Lord  chief  Jusdce  of  England, 
Popham. 

Lord  chief  Justice  of  the  com- 
mon-pleas, Anderson. 

Mr.  Justice  Gawdie. 

Mr.  Justice  Warburton,  and 

Sir  William  Wade. 


X^  IRST,  the  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  read 
by  the  clerk  of  the  crown-office,  and  the  prisoner  Ind  hold 
up  his  hand : 

And  then  presently  the  indictment,  which  was  in  eSed  as 
foUoweth : 

THAT  he  did  conspire,  and  go  about  to  deprive  the 
king  of  his  government,  to  raise  up  sediticn  within  the 
realm,  to  alter  religion^  to  bring  in  the  Roman  supersti- 
tion, and  to  procure  foreign  enemies  to  invade  the  king- 
dom.  That  the  lord  Cobham,  the  9th  of  June  last,  did 
meet  with  the  said  sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  Durham-house, 
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in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin's  in  the  FieldSy  and  then  and 
there  had  conference  vnth  him  how  to  euivance  Arabelk 
Stttart  to  the  crown  and  royal  throne  of  this  kingdom; 
and  that  then  and  there  it  was  agreed^  thai  Cobham  should 
treat  with  j^rembergy  ambassador  from  the  archduke  nf 
Austria  J  to  obtdin  of  him  600,000  tfroums,  to  bring  to  past 
their  intended  treasons.  It  was  agreed^  that  Cobham 
should  go  to  Albert  the  archduke,  to  procure  him  to  ad- 
vance the  pretended  title  of  Arabella:  from  thence,  kmrns- 
ing  that  Albert  had  not  sufficient  means  to  maintain  Us 
own  army  in  the  Low  Countries,  Cobham,  shtnM  go  to 
Spain  to  procure  the  king  to  assist,  and  further  herprt- 
tended  title. 

It  was  agreed,  the  better  to  effect  all  this  conspiracf, 
that  Arabella  should  write  three  letters,  one  to  the  arch- 
duke, another  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  a  third  to  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  and  promise  three  things :  firsts  To  establisk  a 
^rm  peace  between  England  and  Spain.  Secondly,  To  to- 
lerate the  popish  and  Roman  superstition.  7%irdfy,  To 
be  ruled  by  them  in  contracting  of  her  marriage. 

And  for  the  effecting  these  traitorous  purposes^  Cobham 
should  return  by  the  isle  of  Jersey,  and  should  there  fad 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  captain  of  the  said  isle,  and  take  coun- 
sel of  Ralegh  for  the  distributing  of  the  aforesaid  crowns^ 
as  the  occasion  or  discontentment  of  the  subfects  should 
give  cause  and  way. 

And  further,  that  Cobham  and  his  brother  Brook  nut 
on  the  9th  of  June  last,  and  Cobham  told  Brook  €tll  these 
treasons :  to  the  which  treasons  Brook  ga»e  his  assent,  and 
did  join  himself  to  all  these;  and  after,  on  the  Thursday 
following,  Cobham  and  Brook  did  speak  these  words; 
That  there  would  never  be  a  good  world  in  Engknd,  till 
the  king  (meaning  our  sovereign  lord)  and  his  cubs 
(meaning  his  royal  issue)  were  taken  away. 

.^hkl,  the  more  to  disable  and  deprive  the  king  of  his 
crown,  and  to  conjir^n  the  said  Cobham  in  his  intents,  Ra- 
legh did  publish  a  book,  falsely  written  against  the  nunt 
just  and  royal  title  of  the  king,  knowing  the  said  book  to 
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be  written  against  the  just  title  of  the  king ;  which  hook 
Cobham  after  that  received  of  him.  Further^  for  the  better 
effecting  these  traitorous  purposes^  and  to  establish  the  said 
Brook  in  his  intent,  the  said  Cobham  did  deliver  the  said 
book  unto  him,  the  Hth  of  June.  And  further ,  the  said 
Cobham,  on  the  16th  of  June,  for  accomplishment  of  the 
said  conference,  and  by  the  traitorous  instigation  of  Ra- 
legh,  did  move  Brook  to  incite  Arabella  to  write  to  the 
three  forenamed  princes  to  procure  them  to  advance  her 
title;  and  that  she,  after  she  had  obtained  the  crown, 
should  promise  to  perform  three  things;  viz.  1.  Peace  be- 
tween England  and  Spain,  S.  7b  tolerate  with  impunity 
the  popish  and  Roman  superstitions,  S.  To  be  ruled  by 
them  three  in  the  contracting  of  her  marriage. 

To  these  motions  the  said  Brook  gave  his  assent;  and 
fbr  the  better  Reeling  of  the  said  treasons,  Cobham,  on  the 
17th  of  June,  by  the  instigation  of  Ralegh,  did  unite  letters 
to  count  Jremberg,  cmd  did  deliver  the  said  letters  to  one 
Matthew  de  Lawrency,  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  count, 
which  he  did  deliver,  for  the  obtaining  of  the  600,000 
crowns  ;  which  money,  by  other  letters,  count  Aremberg  did 
promise  to  perform  the  payment  of;  and  this  letter  Cobham 
received  the  ISth  of  June.  And  then  did  Cobham  promise 
to  Ralegh,  that  when  he  had  received  the  said  money,  he 
would  deliver  8000  croums  to  him;  to  which  motion  he 
did  consent;  and  afterwards  Cobham  offered  Brook,  that 
after  he  should  receive  the  said  crowns,  he  would  give  to 
him  10,000  thereof;  to  which  motion  Brook  did  assent. 

To  the  indictment,  sir  Walter  Ralegh  pleaded  Not  guUty. 

Thejury. 

Sir  Ralph  Conisby,  knt.  Thomas  Walker,  esq. 

Sir  Thomas  Fowler,  knt.  Thomas  Whitbj,  esq. 

Sir  Edward  Peacock,  knt.  Thomas  Highgate,  gent. 

Sir  William  Rowe,  knt.  Robert  Kempthon,  gent. 

Henry  Goodyer,  esq.  John  Chawkey,  gent. 

Roger  Wood,  esq.  Robert  Bromley,  gent. 

Sir  Walter  Ralegh  was  asked,  whether  he  would  toke  ex- 
ceptions to  any  of  the  jury. 


652  THE  TRIAL  OF 

Ralegli.  I  know  none  of  them ;  they  are  all  Christianf 
and  honest  gentlemen ;  I  except  against  naoe. 

Earl  SuffbOc.  You,  gentlemen  of  the  kiiig''*s  learned 
counsel,  follow  the  same  course  as  you  did  the  other  day. 

Ralegh.  My  lord,  I  pray  you  I  may  answer  the  poiou 
particularly  as  they  are  delivered,  by  reason  of  the  weak- 
ness of  my  memory,  and  sickness. 

Pophamy  chief  justice.  After  the  kingfs  learned  counaei 
have  delivered  all  the  evidence,  sir  Walter,  you  may  an- 
swer particularly  to  what  you  will. 

Heakf  the  king's  sergeant  at  law.  You  have  heard  of 
Ralegh^s  bloody  attempts  to  kill  the  king  and  his  royal 
progeny,  and,  in  place  thereof,  to  advance  one  Arabella 
Stuart.  The  particulars  of  the  indictment  are  these :  first, 
That  Ralegh  met  with  Cobham  the  9th  of  June,  and  had 
conference  of  an  inva^on,  of  a  rebeliion,  and  an  insurrec- 
tion, to  be  made  by  the  king^s  subjects,  to  depose  the  king, 
and  to  kill  his  children,  poor  babes,  that  never  gave  of- 
fence :  here  is  blood,  here  is  a  new  king  and  governor.  In 
our  king  consists  all  our  happiness,  and  the  true  use  of  the 
gospel;  a  thing,  which  we  all  wished  to  be  settled  after 
the  death  of  the  queen.  Here  must  be  money  to  do 
this,  for  money  is  the  sinew  of  war ;  where  should  that  be 
had  ?  Count  Aremberg  must  procure  it  of  Philip  king  of 
Spain,  5  or  600,000  crowns,  and  out  of  this  sum  Ralegh 
must  have  8000 ;  then  there  must  be  friends  to  effect  this. 
Cobham  must  go  to  Albert,  archduke  of  Austria,  from 
whom  Aremberg  was  ambassador  at  that  time  in  £nghmd. 
And  what  then  ?  he  must  persuade  die  duke  to  assist  the 
pretended  title  of  Arabella.  From  thence  Cobham  must  go 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  persuade  him  to  assist  the  said 
title.  Since  the  conquest,  there  was  never  the  like  treason. 
But  out  of  whose  head  came  it  ?  Out  of  RaleghX  ^ho  must 
also  advise  Cobham  to  use  his  brother  Brook  to  incite  the 
lady  Arabella  to  write  three  several  letters,  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  indictment :  all  this  was  on  the  9th  of  June.  Then, 
three  days  after,  Brook  was  acquainted  with  it:  aftc^r  this, 
Cobham  said  to  Brook,  ^^  It  will  never  be  well  in  England, 
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"  till  the  king  and  his  cubs  are  taken  away."  Afterwards 
Ralegh  delivered  a  book  to  Cobham,  treacherously  written 
against  the  title  of  the  king.  It  appears,  that  Cobham  took 
Ralegh  to  be  either  a  god  or  an  idoL  Cobham  endeavours 
to  set  up  a  new  king  or  govemw.  God  fortnd  mine  eyes 
should  ever  see  so  unhappy  a  change!  As  for  the  la^y 
Arabella,  she,  upon  my  conscience,  hath  no  more  title  to 
the  crown  than  I  have ;  which,  before  God,  1  utterly  re- 
nounce. Cobham,  a  man  bred  in  England,  hath  no  expe- 
nence  abroad.  But  Ralegh,  a  man  of  great  wit,  military, 
and  a  swordmon.  Now  whether  theae  things  were  bred  in 
a  hollow  tree,  I  leave  to  them  to  speak  of,  who  can  speak 
far  better-than  myself. 

Sir  Edward  Coke,  the  king's  attorney,  I  must  first,  my 
lords,  before  I  come  to  the  cause,  give  one  caution ;  be- 
cause we  shall  often  mendon  persons  of  eminent  places, 
some  of  them  grea.t  monut^hs :  whatever  we  say  of  them, 
we  ^all  but  repeat  what  others  have  said  of  them ;  I  mean 
the  capital  ofienders  in  th«r  confessions :  we,  profesung  law, 
must  speak  reverently  of  kings  and  potentates.  I  perceive 
these  honourable  lords,  and  the  rest  of  this  great  assembly, 
are  come  to  hear  what  hath  been  scattered  upon  the  wreck 
of  report.  We  carry  a  just  mind,  to  condemn  no  man  but 
upon  plain  evidence.  Here  is  mischief,  mischief  tn  aummo 
gradu,  exorbitant  mischief.  My  speech  shall  chiefly  touch 
these  three  ptnnts  t  imitation,  supportation,  and  defence. 

The  imitaUon  of  evil  ever  exceeds  the  precedent;  as  on 
the  contrary,  imitation  of  good  ever  comes  short  Mischief 
cannot  be  supported  but  by  mischief;  yea,  it  will  so  multi- 
ply, that  it  will  bring  all  to  confuuon.  Mischief  is  ever 
underpropped  by  falsehood  of  foul  practices.  And  because 
alt  these  things  did  concur  in  these  treasons,  you  shall  un- 
derstand the  main,  as  before  you  did  the  bye. 

The  treason  of  the  bye  consisteth  in  these  points :  first, 
that  the  lord  Grey,  Brook,  Markham,  and  the  rest,  intended, 
by  force  in  the  night,  to  surprise  the  king's  court ;  whidi 
was  a  rebellion  in  the  heart  of  the  reahn,  yea,  in  the  heart 
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of  the  heart,  in  the  court  Th^  intended  to  make  him, 
that  is  a  sovereign^  subject  to  their  power,  purposing  to 
open  the  doors  with  muskets  and  calivers,  and  to  take 
also  the  prince  and  council.  Then,  under  the  king's  lu- 
thority,  to  carry  the  king  to  the  Tower,  and  to  make  a 
#to2f  qf  the  admiral :  when  they  had  the  king  th^e,  to 
extort  three  things  fix»n  him.  First,  A  pstrdcm  tat  all 
their  treasons.  Secondly,  A  tol^ratioii  of  the  RoBian  »- 
perstition :  which,  their  eyes  shall  sooner  fall  out,  than  thej 
shall  ever  see;  for  the  king  hath  spoken  these  woidi 
in  the  hearing  of  many,  ^^  I  will  lose  the  crown  and  mj 
**  life,  before  ever  I  will  alter  religicm.'*^  AjmI  thiidlj, 
To  remove  counsellors :  in  the  room  of  the  lonl  chanoeUor, 
they  would  have  placed  one  Watson  a  priest,  absurd  in  hu- 
manity, and  ignorant  in  divinity ;  Brook,  of  whom  I  wiD 
speak  nothing,  lord  treasurer ;  the  great  aecTetaiy  must  be 
Markham,  oculus  patrim.  A  hole  must  be  found  in  mj 
lord  chief  justice^s  coat  Grey  must  be  earl  niarsfaal,  and 
master  of  the  horse,  because  he  would  have  a  taUe  in  the 
court :  marry,  he  would  advance  the  earl  of  Worcester  to  s 
higher  place.  All  this  cannot  be  done  without  a  multitude. 
Therefore  Watson  the  priest  telleth  a  resdlute  man,  that 
the  king  was  in  danger  of  puritans  and  Jesuits ;  so  to  bring 
him  in  blindfold  into  the  action ;  saying,  that  the  king  is 
no  king  till  he  be  crowned,  therefore  every  man  might  right 
his  own  wrongs :  but  he  is  rex  naiuSf  his  dignity  descends 
as  well  as  yours,  my  lords.  Then  Watson  imposeth  a  blas- 
phemous oath,  that  they  should  swear  to  defend  the  king'^s 
person,  to  keep  secret  what  was  ^ven  them  in  charge,  and 
seek  all  ways  and  means  to  advance  the  cathoUc  religion. 
Then  they  intend  to  send  for  the  lord  mayor  and  the  alder- 
men, in  the  king^s  name,  to  the  Tower,  lest  they  should 
make  any  resistance,  and  then  to  take  hostages  of  them; 
and  to  enjoin  them  to  provide  for  them  victuals  and  muni- 
tion. Grey,  because  the  king  removed  before  Midsummer, 
had  a  further  reach,  to  get  a  company  of  swordmen  to  as- 
rist  the  action :  therefore  he  would  stay  till  he  had  obtained 
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a  regiment  ham  Ostend  or  Austria.  So  you  aee,  these  trea- 
sons were  like  Sampson's  foxes,  which  were  jcnned  in  thekt 
tails,  tbou^  their  heads  were  severed. 

Raitgh,  You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  pray,  remember,  I 
am  not  charged  with  the  bye,  being  the  treaaon  of  the 
priest 

Attorney.  You  are  not.  My  lords,  you  shall  observe 
three  things  in  the  treasons.  I^st,  They  had  a  watch- 
word, (the  king^B  safety ;)  tfadr  pretence  was  bonum  m  te, 
thar  intent  was  iRa/u«R  in  te.  Secondly,  They  avouched 
scripture ;  both  the  priesU  had,  Scriptum  eat ;  perverting 
and  ignorantly  mistaking  the  soiptures.  Thirdly,  They 
avouched  the  common  law,  to  prove  that  he  was  no  king 
(ill  he  was  crowned,  alle^ng  a  statute  of  13  Eliz.  This,  by 
way  of  imitabon,  hath  been  the  course  of  all  tnutors. 

In  the  !MHh  of  Edward  II.  Isabella  the  queen,  and  the 
lord  Mortimer,  gave  out,  that  the  king^s  person  was  not 
safe,  f<v  the  good  of  the  church  and  commtmwealth. 

The  bishop  of  Carlisle  did  preach  on  this  text,  My  head 
ia  grieved;  meaning  by  the  head,  the  king;  that  when 
the  head  began  to  be  Diligent,  the  people  might  reform 
what  is  amiss. 

In  the  3d  of  Henry  IV.  sir  Rt^er  Claringdon,  accom- 
panied with  two  priests,  gave  out,  that  Richard  II.  was 
alive,  when  he  was  dead. 

Edward  III.  caused  Mortimer''s  head  to  be  cut  off,  tor 
giving  counsel  to  murder  the  king. 

The  8d  of  Hemry  VII.  nr  Henry  Stanley  found  the 
crown  in  the  dust,  and  set  it  on  the  king's  head.  When 
Fitiwater  and  Garret  told  him,  that  Edward  V.  was  alive, 
he  said,  "  If  he  be  alive,  I  will  assist  him  :^  but  this  cost 
him  his  head. 

Edmund  de  la  Pole,  duke  of  Suffiilk,  killed  a  man  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  for  which  the  king  would  have 
him  hold  up  his  hand  at  the  bar,  and  then  pardoned  him. 
Yet  he  took  such  offence  thereat,  that  he  sent  to  the  noble- 
men, to  help  to  refmm  the  commonwealth ;  and  then  said, 
he  would  go  to  France,  and  get  power  there.     Sir  Roger 
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Compcon  knew  all  the  troai 
ttthers,  tliat  were  attainted. 

He  said,  there  was  ana 
upon,  namely,  that  they 
vouched  one  Appleyard's 
Norfolk,  who  said  a  man  n 
was  the  man  that  accused  1 
that  that  statute  was  not 
were,  **  Thnutt  her  into  th 

Then  he  went  on  spea 
difference:  an  accuser  is  a 
neas  is  he  that  upon  his  oa 
any  man. 

A  third  sort  of  evidenc 
held  more  fordUe  than  eitl 
when  a  man,  by  his  accu 
same  accusation,  also  com 
liable  to  the  same  fault  a 
cible  than  many  witnesses 
imitation.  Then  he  defin 
heart,  in  the  hand,  in  the 
|)aring  that  in  corde  to  t1 
iHid  ;  fffi  mantiy  to  the  bloi 
summatione^  to  the  fruit. 

Now  I  come  to  your  cht 
ness  of  treason  is  to  be  coi 
terminatione  Jinis^  and  ek 
excelleth  in  both ;  for  that 
his  progeny.     These  treaa 
mofCsiaiU ;  this  goeth  furl 
tJcHrpandiB  regime  mqfesia 
shall   not  need,  my  lords, 
ing  the  king,  nor  of  the  l 
tare,  whose  thoughts  are  i 
of  wiadom  and  learning,  as 
Hour;  although  it  be  a  true 
mmquam  «a<a.    But  to  whi 
dnkben? 
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Ralegh.  To  whom  speak  you  this  ?  You  tell  me  news 
I  never  heard  of. 

Attorney.  O  sir,  do  I?  I  will  prove  you  the  no- 
toriousest  traitor  that  ever  came  to  the  bar.  After  you 
have  taken  away  the  king,  you  would  alter  religion :  as  you^ 
sir  Walter  Ralegh,  have  followed  them  of  the  bye  in  imita* 
tion  ;  for  I  will  charge  you  with  the  words. 

Ralegh.  Your  words  cannot  condemn  me,  my  innocency 
is  my  defence :  prove  one  of  these  things  wherewith  you 
have  charged  me,  and  I  will  confess  the  whole  indictment ; 
and  that  I  am  the  horriblest  traitcar  that  ever  lived,  and 
worthy  to  be  crucified  with  a  thousand  thousand  torments. 

Attorney.  Nay,  I  will  prove  all :  thou  art  a  monster ; 
thou  hast  an  English  face,  but  a  Spanish  heart  Now  you 
must  have  money :  Aremberg  was  no  sooner  in  England^ 
(I  charge  thee,  Ralegh,)  but  thou  incitedst  Cobham  to  go 
unto  him,  and  to  deal  with  him  for  money  to  bestow  on 
discontented  persons,  to  raise  rebellion  in  the  kingdcnn. 

Ralegh.    Let  me  answer  for  myself. 

Attorney.    Thou  shalt  not 

Ralegh.     It  conccmeth  my  life. 

Lord  chief  justice  Popham.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Mr.  At^ 
tomey  is  but  yet  in  the  general ;  but  when  the  king^s  counsel 
have  given  the  evidence  wholly,  you  shall  answer  every 
particular. 

Attorney.     O !  do  I  touch  you  ? 

Lord  Cecil.  Mr.  Attorney,  when  you  have  done  with 
this  general  charge,  do  you  not  mean  to  let  him  answer  to 
every  particular  ? 

Attorney.  Yes,  when  we  deliver  the  proofs  to  be  read. 
Ralegh  procured  Cobham  to  go  to  Aremberg;  which  he 
did  by  his  instigation :  Ralegh  supped  with  Cobham  before 
he  went  to  Aremberg ;  after  supper,  Ralegh  conducted  him 
to  Durham-house,  from  whence  Cobham  went  with  Law- 
rency,  a  servant  of  Aremberg^s,  unto  him,  and  went  in  by  a 
back  way.  Cobham  could  never  be  quiet  until  he  had  en- 
tertained this  motion,  for  he  had  four  letters  from  Ralc|[b. 
Aremberg  answered,  the  money  should  be  performed,  but 
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knew  not  to  whom  it  ihi 
ham  and  Lawicncy  cann 
they  found  Bakgh.  Col 
left  Lawicncj  bdow,  wbel 
galieiy,  and  after,  Cobhai 
Ralegh.  Your  jaigon  w« 
inTaskm,  Seottidi  subreni 
man  to  take  ao  mudi  mom 
for  peace  procured  by  moi 
ham  must  go  to  Spain,  i 
were  captain:  and  then,  I 
policy,  or  at  least  wicked 
adrioe  for  the  diatributioQ 
depoaed  ao  good  a  king, 
ddeat  daughter  of  Edward 
another  ?  I  think  you  xm 
queen,  of  whose  title  I  i 
meant  to  make  her  a  stale : 
her  no  good. 

Ralegh.    You  tell  me  i 
Attorney.     O  sir !  I  am 
with  whom  I  deal :  for  we 
of  wit. 

Ralegh,    Did  I  ever  spi 

Attorney.     I  will  track 

Englishmen  will  not  be  1 

they  must  have  books  to  pi 

Ralegh.     The  book  ^  w} 

fession,  Mr.  Attorney. 

Attorney.    I  would  not  1 

Ralegh.    Methinks  you 

nothing. 

Attorney.     By^  this  book 
he  is  not  the  lawful  king. 


•  Tbb  book  wm  entitied.  A  De 
fiioce  of  tht  Qoeea't   ProoMdiiigi 
Against  Maiy  Qaeeo  of  Soodaod 
writlen  hf  one  Robert  Satf  .    Sei 
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cunuuncei :  My  lords,  you  know  my  lord  Cobham  (for 
whom  we  aU  lament,  and  rejiuce ;  lament  in  that  his  house, 
which  bath  stood  so  long  unspotted,  is  now  ruiDated;  re. 
j<Hce,  in  that  his  treaamis  are  revealed)  is  neither  pditidan 
nor  swordman ;  Ralc^  was  boUi,  united  in  the  cause  with 
him,  and  therefore  cause  of  his  destruction.  Another  dr- 
cumstanraisfthesecret  contriringof  it.  Humphry  Stafford 
churned  saoctuaiy  for  treason ;  Ral^h,  in  his  Machiavelian 
policy,  hath  made  a  sanctuary  for  treason.  He  must  talk 
with  none  but  Cobham,  "  because,'"  saith  he,  *'  one  witness 
"  can  never  condemn  me.^  For  Brook  said  unto  nr 
Griffith  Markhom,  *'  Take  heed  how  you  do  make  my  lord 
"  Cobham  acqu^nted  ;  for  whatsoever  he  knoweth,  Ral^h 
"  the  witch  will  get  it  out  of  him.'"  As  soon  as  Ralegh  was 
examined  an  one  point  of  treason  concerning  my  lord  Cob- 
ham, he  wrote  to  him  thus ;  "  I  have  beea  examined  of 
"  you,  and  confessed  nothing."  Further,  you  sent  to  him 
by  your  trusty  Francig  Kemisb,  that  one  witness  could  not 
condemn ;  and  therefore  bade  bis  lordship  be  of  good  cou- 
rage. Came  this  out  of  Cobham's  quiver  P  No:  but  out  of 
Ralegh's  Machiavelian  and  devilish  policy.  Yea,  but  Cob- 
ham did  retract  it :  why  then  did  you  urge  it?  Now  then 
see  the  most  horrible  practices  that  ever  came  out  of  the 
bottomless  pt  of  the  lowest  hell.  After  that  Ralegh  had 
intelligence  that  Cobham  had  accused  him,  he  endeavoured 
to  have  intelligence  from  Cobham,  which  he  had  gotten  by 
young  sir  John  Payton ;  but  I  think  it  was  the  error  of  bia 
youth. 

RdUegh.  The  lords  told  it  me,  or  else  I  had  not  been 
sent  to  the  Tower. 

Attorney.  Thus  Cobham,  by  the  instigation  of  Rale^, 
entered  into  these  actions ;  so  that  the  question  will  be. 
Whether  you  are  not  the  [»iDcipal  trutor,  and  he  would 
nevertheless  have  entered  into  it  ?  Why  did  Cobham  re- 
tract all  that  same  ?  first.  Because  Ralegh  was  so  odious, 
he  thought  he  should  fare  the  worse  for  bis  sake.  !Idly, 
He  thought  thus  with  himself.  If  he  be  free,  I  shall  clear 
myself  the  better.    Afier  this,  Cobham  asked  for  a  preacher 
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to  confer  with,  pretending  to  bsve  .Dr.  Andrews;  but  )>> 
deed  he  meant  not  to  have  him,  but  Mr.  Gallowsjr,  i 
worthy  and  revarend  preacher,  who  can  do  mote  with  the 
king  (as  he  said)  than  any  other ;  that  he,  ae^ng  his  coft- 
stant  denial,  might  inform  the  king  thereof.  Here  be 
plays  with  the  preacher.  If  Ralegh  oould  persuade  die 
lords,  that  Cobham  had  no  intent  to  travel,  then  be  dioiigiii 
all  should  be  well.  Here  is  forgerfr.  In  the  Tower,  Cob- 
ham  must  write  to  sir  Thomas  Vane,  a  worthy  man,  thit  he 
meant  not  to  go  into  Spain ;  which  letter  Ralegh  devised  is 
Cobham^s  name.     . 

Ralegh.  I  will  wash  my  hands  of  the  indictnient,  sad 
die  a  true  man  to  the  king. 

Attorney,    You  are  the  absolutest  traitor  that  ever  ws. 

Ralegh.    Your  phrases  will  not  prove  it,  Mr.  Attome?. 

Attorney,  Cobham  writeth  a  letter  to  my  lord  Cecil, 
and  doth  will  Mellis,  his  man,  to  lay  it  in  a  Spanidi  Bible, 
and  to  make  as  though  he  found  it  by  chance.  Tbu  w 
after  he  had  inteUigence  with  this  viper ;   then  he  was  fid«. 

Lord  Cecil,  You  mean  a  letter  intended  to  me;  I  nefcr 
had  it. 

Attorney,  No,  my  lord,  you  had  it  not.  You,  my  mas- 
ters of  the  jury,  respect  not  the  wickedness  and  hadred  of 
the  man,  respect  his  cause ;  if  he  be  guilty,  I  know  yoo 
will  have  care  of  it,  for  the  preservation  of  the  kin^,  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  gospel  authorized,  and  the  good  of  us  alL 

Ralegh.  I  do  not  hear  yet,  that  you  have  spoken  one 
word  against  me ;  here  is  no  treason  of  mine  done.  If  my 
lord  Cobham  be  a  traitor,  what  is  that  to  me  ? 

Attorney.  All  that  he  did  was  by  thy  instigation,  thou 
viper ;  for  I  thou  thee,  thou  traitor. 

Ralegfi.  It  becometh  not  a  man  of  quality  and  virtue 
to  call  me  so;  but  I  take  cdftlbrt  in  it,  it  is  all  you  can  da 

Attorney,    Have  I  angered  you  ? 

Ralegh.    I  am  in  no  case  to  be  angry. 

C  J.  Popham.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh,  Mr.  Attorney  qpeaketh 
out  of  the  zeal  of  his  duty,  for  the  service  of  the  kin^,  and 
you  for  your  life ;  be  valiant  on  both  sides. 
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Now  they  proceed  to  the  reading  the  proofs. 
The  lard  CobkamCs  exanunation  read, 

"  He  confeseetfa  he  had  a  passport  to  go  into  Spain,  iD> 
"  tending  to  go  to  the  archduke,  to  confer  with  him  about 
'*  these  pracbces;  and  because  be  knew  the  archduke  bad 
"  not  money  to  pay  his  own  army,  fixim  thence  he  meant  to 
*'  go  to  Spain,  to  deal  with  the  king  for  the  600,000  crowns, 
"  and  to  return  by  Jeney;  and  that  nothing  should  be  done, 
"  until  he  had  spoken  with  nr  Walter  Ralefih,  for  distri- 
"  hution  of  the  money  to  th«n  which  were  discontented  in 
"  England.  At  the  first  beginning,  he  breathed  out  oaths 
"  and  exclamations  against  Rsl^h,  calling  him  villain  aod 
"  traitor,  saying,  he  had  never  entered  into  these  courses 
"  but  by  his'  instigadon,  and  that  he  would  never  let  him 
"  alone." 

Here  Mr.  Attorney  miUd  ^  clerk  of  the  craam-office  to 
read  aver  these  last  words  again,  0ie  would  never  let 
him  alone.) 

7%«  lord  Cobham's  examination. 

"  Besides,  he  spake  of  plots  and  invanons ;  of  the  par- 
"  ticulars  whereof  he  could  give  no  account,  though  Ral^^ 
*'  and  he  had  conferred  of  them,  because  he  was  (as  he  said) 
**  confounded  with  them.  Further,  he  said,  he  was  afraid 
"  of  Ral^h,  that  when  he  should  return  by  Jetvey,  that  he 
"  would  h^ve  delivered  him  and  the  money  to  the  king.  Bong 
**  examined  of  air  Arthur  Gorge,  he  freed  him,  saying,  they 
"  never  durst  trust  him ;  but  sir  Arthur  Savage  they  in- 
<*  tended  to  use,  because  they  thought  him  a  fit  nun.'" 

Raiegh.  Let  me  see  the  examination :  this  is  absolutdy 
all  the  evidence  can  be  brought  agunst  me;  poor  shifts  I 
You,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  pray  you  und^iiand  this: 
this  is  that  which  must  either  condemn  or  give  me  life;  wbidi 
must  free  me,  or  send  my  wife  and  children  to  b^  their 
bread  about  the  streets.  This  is  what  must  prove  me  a  no- 
torious traitor,  or  a  true  subject  to  the  king.  Let  me  tee  my 
accusation,  that  I  may  make  my  answer. 

Clerk  ^^  council.    I  did  read  it,  and  shew  you  all  the 

iruS 
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Rategh.  At  my  first  exanunstia 
asked  me,  What  I  knew  of  Cobbai 
berg ;  I  answered  negatively :  and 
I  protest  before  God,  I  never  heard 
be  proved,  let  me  be  guilty  of  a  th< 
strange  thing  you  will  impute  tha 
heard  so  mudi  as  the  name  of  Ai 
the  name  of  Arabella. 

After  bang  examined,  I  told  n 
my  lord  Cobham  had  conference  wilJ 
his  Tilting  of  him :  for  after  be  de| 
ham-house,  I  saw  him  pass  by  his 
over  to  St.  Mary  SaviDur''s,  where  I 
chant  and  a  follower  of  Areroberg,  la; 
go  unto  him.  My  lord  Cecil  asked 
Lawrency ;  I  said,  That  if  you  do  n 
it  is  dangenms,  be  will  6y ;  if  yoo 
shall  give  my  lord  Cobham  notice 
likewise.  Who  was  the  greatest  man 
I  answered,  I  knew  no  man  so  gi 
Wyat  of  Kent. 

As  soon  as  Cobham  saw  my  lettei 
dealing  with  Aremberg,  in  his  fury 
fore  he  came  to  the  stair-foot  he  re[ 
had  done  me  wrong.  When  he  cai 
cusation,  he  added,  that  if  he  had 
Jersey,  he  feared  that  1  would  bavt 
money  to  the  king.  Mr.  Attorney, ; 
out  of  Cobham 's  quiver,  he  is  a  sin: 
pie  ?  No :  he  hath  dispoation  of  his  o 
guided  by  others;  but  when  he  ha 
matter,  he  is  not  easily  drawn  from 
it  is  strange  for  me  to  devise  with  ( 
go  to  Spain,  to  persuade  the  king  l 
ney,  he  being  a  man  of  no  love  in 
resigned  my  room  of  chiefest  comn 
the  stannaries:  is  it  not  strange  fc 
Robin  Hood,  or  a  Kctt,  or  a  Cade; 
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be  in  better  ettate  to  defend  itself  than  ever  it  was  P  I  knew 
Scotland  united,  Ireland  quieted,  Denmark  assured,  which 
before  was  suspected.  I  knew,  that  having  lost  a  lady  whom 
time  had  surprised,  we  had  now  an  active  king,  a  lawful 
successor.  The  state  of  Spain  was  not  unknown  to  roe.  I 
had  written  a  discourse,  which  I  had  intended  to  present 
unto  the  king,  agunst  peace  with  Spain.  I  knew  the  Span- 
iards had  ax  repulses,  three  in  IreUnd  and  three  at  sea, 
and  <mce  in  1588  at  Cales,  by  my  Iwd  admiral.  I  knew  he 
was  discouraged  and  dishonoured.  I  knew  the  king  of 
Spun  to  be  the  proudest  prince  living ;  hut  now  he  cometh 
creeping  to  the  king  my  master  for  peace.  I  knew,  whereas 
before  he  had  in  his  ports  six  or  seven  score  sail  of  ships, 
he  hath  now  but  ux  or  seven.  I  knew  of  twenty-five  mil* 
lions  he  had  from  his  Indies,  he  hath  scarce  one  left.  I  knew 
him  so  poor,  that  the  Jesuits  in  Spain,  who  were  wont  to 
have  such  large  allowance,  were  fain  to  beg  at  the  church 
door.  Was  it  ever  read  or  heard,  that  any  prince  should 
disburse  so  much  money  without  a  sufficient  pawn?  I  knew 
her  own  subjects,  the  citizens  of  London,  would  not  lend 
her  majesty  money,  without  lands  in  mortgage.  I  knew 
the  queen  did  not  lend  the  States  money,  without  Flush- 
ing, Brill,  and  other  towns  for  a  pawn.  And  can  it  be 
thought  he  would  let  Cobham  have  so  great  a  sum  P 

I  never  came  to  the  lord  Cobham's  but  about  matters  of 
his  profit ;  as,  the  ordering  of  his  house,  paying  of  his  servants' 
bow^-wagcs,  &c.  I  had  of  his,  when  I  was  examined,  four 
thouBsnd  pounds  worth  of  jewels  for  a  purchase,  a  pearl 
of  three  thousand  pounds,  and  a  ring  worth  five  hundred 
pounds;  if  he  had  had  a  fancy  to  run  away,  he  would  not 
have  left  bo  much  to  have  purchased  a  lease  in  fee-farm.  I 
saw  him  buy  three  hundred  pounds  worth  of  books  to  send 
to  his  library  at  Canterbury,  and  a  cabinet  of  thirty  pounds 
to  ^ve  to  Mr.  Attorney,  for  drawing  the  conveyances ;  and 
God  in  heaven  knoweth,  not  I,  whether  he  intended  to 
travel.  But  for  that  practice  with  Arabella,  or  letters  to 
Aremberg,  or  any  discourse  with  him,  or  in  what  language 
he  tfmke  unto  him ;  if  I  knew  any  ot  tbeae  things,  I  would 
o  u  4 
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ab0olutely  confess  the  indictment,  and  acknowledge  mjieX 
worthy  a  thousand  deaths.  \ 

Cobham'a  second  examination  read. 
**  The  lord  Cobham  bang  required  to  subscribe  to  o  ( 
*^  examination,  there  was  shewed  a  note  under  Rakj^H  ! 
^'  hand,  the  which  when  he  had  perused,  he  paused,  wak  \ 
**  after  brake  forth  into  these   speeches :    O  villam !  0  i 
^  traitor !  I  will  now  tell  you  all  the  truth  :  and  then  sndi  ! 
*'  his  purpose  was  to  go  into  Flanders  and  into  Spsin,  fit 
^  the  obtaining  the  aforesaid  money,  and  that  Rakf^  hsi   j 
appointed  to  meet  him  in  Jersey  as  he  returned  home^  (d 
be  advised  of  him  about  the  distribution  of  the  mooej."* 
Popkam^  lord  chitf  justice.    When  Cobham  answered  to 
the  interrogatories,  he  made  scruple  to  subscribe;  andbcnf 
urged  to  it,  he  said,  If  he  might  hear  me  affirm,  that  a  pa- 
son  of  his  degree  ought  to  set  his  hand,  he  would  ;  I  Ijing 
then  at  Richmond,  for  fear  of  the  plague,  was  sent  jGor,  sid 
I  uAA  he  ought  to  subscribe,  otherwise  it  were  a  rrmtf^ 
of  a  high  nature ;  then  he  subscribed  \     The  lords  ques- 
tioned with  him  further,  and  he  shewed  them  a  letter,  ssl 
thought  written  to  me^  but  it  was  indeed  written  to  my  hoi 
Cecil :  he  desired  to  see  the  letter  again,  and  thm  said^  ^0 
^  wretch  !  O  traitor  !^  whereby  I  percdved  you  had  not  per- 
formed that  trust  he  had  reposed  in  you.  ^ 

Ralegh.  He  is  as  passionate  a  man  as  lives,  fcnr  he  hsth 
not  spared  the  best  friends  he  hath  in  England  in  hb  ptf- 
aon.  My  lords,  I  take  it,  he  that  hath  been  examined,  fattb 
ever  been  asked  at  the  time  c^  his  examination,  if  it  be  ac- 
cording to  his  meaning,  and  then  to  subscribe.  Methinks, 
my  lords,  when  he  accuses  a  man,  he  should  give  some  ac- 
count and  reason  of  it ;  it  is  not  sufiicient  to  say,  we  talked 
of  it.  If  I  had  been  the  plotter,  would  not  I  have  given 
Cobham  some  arguments,  whereby  to  persuade  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  answer  his  objections  ?  I  knew  WestmoreLuid 

^  This  assertion  among  others,  in  pears,  that  Cobham  would  nereriab- 

ihis  account  of  die  trial,  shews  the  scribe  the  accusatioii  of  nr  Waher 

gross  partialitf  and  falsehood  of  the  Ralegh,  which  had  been  extorted  aan 

person  who  took  and  published  it;  him  by  the  lords,  throagfi  fab  fear 

for  in  all  the  narratives  thereof,  H  ap-  and  otiier  passioM. 


I  Bothwcll,  men  of  other  understRndings  than  Cobham, 
ready  U>  beg  their  bread. 

r  Thorns  Fowler,  one  ofthejtiri/.    Did  sir  Walter  Ra- 
i  write  a  letter  to  my  lord  before  he  was  examined  con- 
ming  him,  or  not  ? 
b  Mtomey.    Yea, 

tLord  CecU.  I  am  in  great  dispute  with  myself,  to  qwak 
B  case  of  this  gentleman ;  a  former  deamess  between 
me  and  him  lied  so  firm  a  knot  of  my  conceit  of  his  virtues, 
now  broken  by  a  discovery  of  his  imperfections.  1  protest, 
^^^id  I  serve  a  king  that  I  knew  would  be  displeased  with 
^Bjft  for  speaking,  in  this  case  I  would  speak,  whatever  came 
^^V'it :  hut  seeing  he  is  compacted  of  piety  and  justice,  and 
^^■be  that  will  not  mislike  any  man  for  speaking  a  truth,  I 
^^pill  answer  your  question. 

^^t  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  waa  stayed  by  me  at  Windsor,  upon 
the  first  news  of  Copley,  that  the  king''s  person  should  be 
surprised  by  my  lord  Grey  and  Mr.  George  Brook ;  when 
I  found  Brook  was  in,  1  suspected  Cohham,  then  I  doubted 
Halcgh  to  be  a  partaker.  1  speak  not  this,  that  it  should 
be  thought  I  had  greater  judgment  than  the  rest  of  my  lords, 
in  making  this  haste  to  have  him  examined.  Ralegh  follow- 
ing to  Windsor,  I  met  with  hiro  upon  the  terrace,  and  willed 
him,  as  from  the  king,  to  stay,  saying,  the  lords  had  some- 
thing  to  say  to  him :  then  he  was  examined,  but  not  con- 
cerning my  lord  Cobliam,  but  of  the  surprising  treason.  My 
lord  Grey  was  apprehended,  and  likewise  Brook.  By  Brook 
we  found,  that  he  had  given  notice  to  Cohham  of  the  sur- 
prising treason  as  he  delivered  it  to  us,  but  with  as  much 
sparingness  of  a  brother  as  he  might.  We  sent  for  my  lord 
Cobham  to  Richmond,  where  he  stood  upon  his  justification, 

^■od  his  quality;  sometimes  being  fro  ward,  he  said  he  was 
Itot  bound  to  subscribe,  wherewith  we  made  the  king  ac- 
quainted. Cobham  said.  If  my  lord  chief  justice  would  say 
it  were  a  contempt,  he  would  subscribe  ;  whereof  b«ng  re- 
solved, he  subscribed.  There  was  a  li^t  ^ven  to  Areui- 
berg,  that  Lawrency  was  examined ;  but  that  Ral^b  knew 
L -that  Cobham  was  examined,  is  more  than  I  know. 
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Rakgh.  If  my  lord  Cobham  had  trusted  me  in  the  mil. 
was  not  I  as  fit  a  man  to  be  trusted  in  the  bye  ? 

Lord  Cecil.    Ralegh  did  by  letters  acquaint  us,  that  d;  ; 
lord  Cobham  had  sent  Lawrency  to  Arembei^,  when  k 
knew  not  he  had  any  dealings  with  hioi. 

Lord  H.  Howard.     It  made  for  you,  if  Lawrency  bd 
been  only  acquainted  with  Cobham,  and  not  with  you.  But  ' 
you  knew  his  whole  estate,  and  were  acquainted  with  Cob-  - 
ham^s  practice  with  Lawrency ;  and  it  was  known  to  yoa 
before,  that  Lawrency  depended  on  Arembei^. 

Attorney.  1.  Ralegh  protesteth  against  the  suipriaag 
treason.  2.  That  he  knew  not  of  the  matter  touching  An- 
bella.  I  would  not  charge  you,  or  Walter,  with  a  matter 
of  falsehood :  you  say,  you  suspected  the  inteHigenoe  tbt 
Cobham  had  with  Aremberg  by  Lawrency. 

Ralegh.  I  thought  it  had  been  no  other  intelligeooe  but 
such  as  might  be  warranted. 

Attorney.  Then  it  was  but  lawful  suspicion.  But  to  tbat 
whereas  you  said,  that  Cobham  had  accused  you  on  panoo* 
I  answer  three  ways.  1.  I  observed  when  Cobham  said,  ^  Let 
^*  me  see  the  letter  again,*"  he  paused,  and  when  he  did  see  thtt 
count  Aremberg  was  touched,  he  cried  out,  ^^  O  traitor!  0 
"  villain !  now  will  I  confess  the  whole  truth."^  2.  The  accu- 
sation of  a  man  on  hearsay  is  nothing ;  would  he  accuse  him- 
self on  passion,  and  ruinate  his  cause  and  posterity  out  of  ma- 
lice to  accuse  you  ?  3.  Could  this  be  out  of  passion  ?  Mark 
the  manner  of  it :  Cobham  had  told  this  at  least  two  months 
before  to  his  brother  Brook,  "  You  are  fools,  you  are  oo 

the  bye,  Ralegh  and  I  are  on  the  main ;  we  mean  to  take 

away  the  king  and  his  cubs :'"  this  he  delivered  two  months 
before.  So  mark  the  manner  and  the  matter ;  he  would 
not  turn  the  weapon  against  his  own  bosom,  and  accuse  him- 
self to  accuse  you. 

Ralegh.    Hath  Cobham  confessed  that? 

Lord  chief  Jjtistice.  This  is  spoken  by  Mr.  Attorney,  to 
prove  that  Cobham^s  speech  came  not  out  of  passion. 

Ralegh.     Let  it  be  proved  that  Cobham  said  so. 

Attorney.    Cobham  saith,  he  was  a  long  time  doubtful  of 
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Ralegh,  that  he  would  send  him  and  the  moiiejr  to  the  king. 
Did  Cobham  fear,  lest  you  would  betray  him  in  Jersey? 
then  of  necesuty  there  must  be  trust  between  you.  No 
man  can  betray  a  man,  but  he  that  is  tnuted,  in  my  under- 
standing. This  is  the  greatest  argument  to  prove  that  he 
was  acquaiuted  with  Cobham's  proceedings.  Hal^h  has 
a  deeper  reach  than  to  make  himself,  as  he  said,  Robin 
Hood,  a  Kett,  or  Cade ;  yet  1  never  heard  that  Robin  Hood 
was  a  traitor;  they  say  be  was  an  outlaw.  And  whereas  he 
saith,  that  our  king  b  nut  only  more  wealthy  and  potent 
than  hia  predecessors,  but  also  more  poliuc  and  wise,  so 
that  he  could  have  no  hope  to  prevail ;  I  answer.  There  is 
no  king  so  potent,  wise,  and  active,  but  he  may  be  ovoiaken 
through  treason.  Whereas  you  say,  Spiun  is  so  poor,  tUs- 
courmng  so  largely  thereof,  it  had  been  better  for  you  to 
have  kept  in  Guiana,  than  to  have  been  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  Spain.  Besides,  if  you  could  have  brought 
Spain  and  Scotland  to  have  joined,  you  might  have  had 
hope  to  prevail.  For  his  six  overthrows,  I  answer,  he  hath 
the  more  malice,  because  repulses  breed  desire  of  revenge. 
Then  you  say,  you  never  talked  with  Cobham  but  about 
leases,  and  letting  lands,  and  ordering  hb  house ;  I  never 
knew  you  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  &c.  If  you  bad  fallen  on 
your  knees  at  first,  and  confessed  the  treason,  it  had  been 
better  for  you.  You  say,  He  meant  to  have  given  me  a  ca- 
binet of  thirty  pounds ;  perhaps  he  thought  by  those  means 
to  have  anticipated  me  therewith.  But  you  say,  All  these 
are  circumstances.  I  answer,  All  this  accusation  in  circum- 
stance is  true.  Here  now  I  might  appeal  to  my  lords,  that 
you  take  hold  of  this,  that  he  subscribed  not  to  the  accusa- 
tion. 

Lord  H.  Howard.  Cobham  was  not  then  pressed  to  sub- 
scribe. 

Attorney.  Hb  accusation  being  tesufied  by  the  lords  is 
of  as  great  force  as  if  he  had  subscribed.  Ralegh  suth 
again.  If  the  accusy-  be  alive,  he  must  be  brought  face  to 
face  to  speak,  and  alleges  96  Edw.  III.  that  there  must  be 
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two  eufflcient  witneMes  that  must 
before  the  accused,  mkI  all^eth  U 
RalegK.  You  try  me  by  the  S 
proceed  only  by  the  rarcumstances. 
AUomey.  This  is  a  treasonabh 
RalegK.  Evertere  homintm  Ju. 
turn  egt :  good  my  lords,  let  it  be  | 
of  the  land  or  by  the  laws  of  God 
be  two  witnesses  appnnted ;  yet  I 
this  pcunt  in  law,  if  the  king  will 
thing  to  be  falsely  accused.  A  juc 
in  Sanim  for  killing  her  husband, 
witness;  afterwards  his  man  eoof 
she  was  executed.  Who  after,  bei 
for  the  judgment,  was  used  to  saj 
Judo  anmam  in  vita  sua  purgare 
by  the  scripture,  Deut.  xvii.  /n  Of 
Hum,  Bk.  and  xix.  Non  ttabit  untu 
If  Christ  requireth  it,  as  it  a[^ 
the  statute,  civil  law,  and  God's  w 
there  most  be  two  witnesses  at  Uii 
dedre  one. 

I  would  not  desire  to  live,  if  1 

proceedings :  I  had  been  a  slave, 

endeavoured  to  set  up  Arabella,  i 

lord  and  sovereign.    But  urge  you 

Lord  chief  JuiHce.    You  have  c 

statutes,  all  which  mention  two  a 

menu ;  you  have  deceived  yourael 

III.  and  6  Ed.  VI.  are  rqiealed. 

be  proofs  made  either  under  hand 

nesses,  or  by  oaths,  it  needs  not  the 

so  there  be  hands  of  credible  men  t 

Ralegh.     It  may  be  an  error  in 

repealed,  yet  I  hope  the  equity  of 

but  if  you  affirm  it,  it  must  be  a  la 

^  of  the  common  law  is  by  witness  aJ 
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^   here,  ]et  him  speak  it :  call  my  accuser  before  my  face,  and 
i    I  have  done. 

I  Attorney.  Scientia  sceleris  est  mera  ignorcmtia ;  **  You 
^  <<  have  read  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  understand  it  not.**^ 
Here  was  your  anchor-hold ;  and  your  rendezvous  you  trust 
I  to  Cobham ;  either  Cobham  must  accuse  you  or  not  accuse 
^  you ;  if  he  did,  then  it  would  not  hurt  you,  because  he  is  but 
one  witness ;  if  he  did  not,  then  you  are  safe. 

Ralegh.  If  ever  I  read  a  word  of  the  law  or  statute  be- 
fore I  was  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  God  confound  me. 

Attorney,  Now  I  come  to  prove  the  circumstances  of  the 
accusation  to  be  true.  Cobham  confessed  be  had  a  passport 
to  travel,  hereby  intending  to  pres^it  overtures  to  the  arch- 
duke, and  from  thence  to  go  to  Spain,  and  there  to  have 
conference  with  the  king  for  money :  you  say.  He  promised 
to  come  home  by  Jersey,  to  make  merry  with  you  and  your 
wife. 

Ralegh.  I  said,  in  his  return  from  France,  not  Spain. 
Attorney.  Further,  in  his  examination,  he  saith.  Nothing 
could  be  set  down  for  the  distribution  of  the  money  to  the 
discontented,  without  conference  with  Ralegh.  You  said. 
It  should  have  been  for  prociurement  of  peace,  but  it  was 
for  raising  rebellion.  Further,  Cobham  saith.  He  would  ne- 
ver have  entered  into  these  courses,  but  by  your  instigation, 
and  that  you  would  never  let  him  alone.  Your  scholar  was 
not  apt  enough  to  tell  us  all  the  plots ;  that  is  enough  for 
you  to  do,  that  are  his  master :  you  intended  to  trust  sir  Ar- 
thur Savage,  whom  I  take  to  be  an  honest  and  true  gentle- 
man, but  not  sir  Arthur  Gorge. 

Ralegh.  All  this  is  but  one  accusation  of  Cobham''s ;  I 
hear  no  other  thing;  to  which  accusation  he  never  sub- 
scribedj  nor  avouched  it.  I  beseech  you,  my  lords,  let  Cob- 
ham be  sent  for;  charge  him  on  his  soul,  on  his  allq^ianoe  to 
the  king ;  if  he  affirm  it,  I  am  guilty. 

Lord  Cecil.  It  is  the  accusation  of  my  lord  Cobham,  it 
is  the  evidence  against  you ;  must  it  not  be  of  force  with- 
out his  subscription  ?  I  deure  to  be  resolved  by  the  judges. 
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wbethor  by  the  law  it  ia  not  a  1 
deuce. 

The  Judges.    My  lord,  it  is. 

Ralegh.  The  lung,  at  his  coi 
t^nujudidia  auis  ceguUatem,  rum 
t^  the  rigour  ood  cruelty  of  the 
evidence. 

Lord  chi^JasHce.  That  ii  m 
but  the  justice  of  the  l&w ;  else  i 
plain  accusation,  by  practice,  he  mi 
it  again. 

Reiegh.    O,  my  lord  >  you  may 

Lord  chief  juttice.  That  is  fr 
have  justice  from  us. 

jCord  Andenon.  l^e  law  is,  if  tl 
jury,  they  must  find  you  guilty ; 
is  not  only  ogfunst  you,  there  are  i 

Lord  Cecil.  Now  that  sir  Walt 
Cobham's  subscription  is  not  necei 
tomey,  go  on. 

Ralegh.  Good  Mr.  Attorney,  be 

Lord  Cecil.  An  unnecessary  pal 
him  go  on  with  his  proofs,  and  the 

Ralegh.     I  would  answer  partic 

Lord  CecU.  If  you  would  ha 
ink,  you  ^ail. 

Then  paper  and  ink  was  give 

Here  the  clerk  of  the  crown  i 
lord  Cobham  did  write  in  July,  v 
his  former  examination,  further  i 
"  all ;  to  accuse  any  falsely,  were 
"  science.'" 

Attontey.    Read  Copley's  confe 

suth,  "  He  was  offered  1000  crowj 

Here  WattoiCa  additic 

"  The  great  mass  of  money  fn 
"  sible,"  &c. 
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■  Brook''t  ctmfiation  read. 

"  There  have  letters  paBsed,"  saith  he,  "  between  Cobbam 
"  and  Arembei^,  for  a  great  sum  of  money,  to  assist  a  se. 
"  cond  action,  for  the  surprising  of  his  majesty.** 

Attorney.  It  is  not  poenble  it  was  of  paanon,  for  it  was 
in  talk  before  Uiree  men  being  severally  examined,  who 
agreed  in  the  sum  to  be  bestowed  on  disaffected  persons. 
That  Grey  should  have  l!i,000  crowns,  and  Ralegh  should 
have  8000  or  10,000  crowntL 

OoMoffi'j  examiiuition,  JuUf  18. 

**  If  the  money  might  be  procured,"  saith  he,  "  then  a  man 

"  may  give  pensions.'"  B^ng  asked,  If  a  pension  should  not 

be  given  to  his  brother  Brook,  he  denied  it  not. 

Lamtncy't  examination. 

Within  five  days  after  Aremberg  arrived,  Cobhara  re- 
sorted unto  him.  That  night  that  CcJ>ham  went  to  Arem- 
berg with  Lawrency,  Ralegh  supped  with  him. 

Attomnf.  Ralegh  must  have  his  part  of  the  money ; 
therefore  now  he  is  a  trutor.  The  crown  shall  never  stand 
one  year  on  the  head  of  the  king,  (my  master,)  if  a  traitor 
may  not  be  condemned  by  circumsunces.  For  if  A  tells 
B,  and  B  tells  C,  and  C,  D,  &e.  you  shall  never  prove 
treason  by  two  witnesses. 

RaUgKs  examination  wag  read. 

"  He  confesseth  Cobbam  offered  him  8000  crowns,  which 
"  he  was  to  have  for  the  furtherance  of  the  peace  between 
"  Eng^d  and  Spun ;  and  that  he  should  have  it  within 
"  three  days.  To  which,  he  sud,  he  gave  this  answer, 
"  When  I  see  the  money,  I  will  tell  you  more ;  for  I  had 
"  thought  it  had  been  one  of  his  ordinary  idle  conceits,  and 
**  therefore  made  no  account  thereof." 

Bedegh.  The  attorney  hath  made  a  \oag  narration  of 
Copley  and  the  priests,  which  concerns  me  nothing;  neither 
know  I  how  Cobbam  was  altered.  For  he  told  me.  If  I 
would  agree  to  further  the  peace,  he  would  get  me  8000 
crowns.  I  asked  him,  Who  shall  have  the  rest  of  the 
money  P  He  said,  I  will  offer  such  a  noblranan  (who  was 
not  named)  some  of  the  money.     I  said,  He  will  not  be 
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persuaded  by  you,  and  will  extremdy  hate  you  for  such  a 
motion.  Let  me  be  pinched  to  death  with  hot  irons,  if 
ever  I  knew  there  was  any  intention  to  bestow  the  money  on 
discontented  persons.  I  had  made  a  discourse  against  the 
peace,  and  would  have  printed  it:  if  Cobham  changed  his 
mind,  if  the  priests,  if  Brook  had  any  such  intent,  what  is 
that  to  me?  They  must  answer  for  it.  He  offered  me  the 
money  before  Aronberg  came ;  that  is  differmoe  of  time. 

Serg,  Philips.  Ralegh  confesseth  the  matter,  but  avoid- 
eth  it,  by  distinguishing  of  times.  You  sud.  It  was  offered 
you  before  the  coming  of  Aremberg ;  which  is  fidae.  For 
you  bdng  examined  whether  you  should  have  sudi  money 
of  Cobham  or  not,  you  said.  Yea;  and  that  you  should 
have  it  within  two  or  three  days.  Nemo  morUums  prcuu- 
mitur  meniiri. 

Lard  Henry  Howard.  Allege  me  any  ground  or  cause 
wherefore  you  gave  ear  to  my  lord  Cobham  for  receiving 
penuons,  in  matters  you  had  not  to  deal  with? 

Ralegh.    Could  I  stop  my  lord  Cobham^s  mouth  ? 

Lord  Cecil.  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  presseth,  that  my  locd 
Cobham  should  be  brought  face  to  face.  If  he  asks  things 
of  favour  and  grace,  they  must  come  only  from  him  that 
can  give  them.  If  we  sit  here  as  commissioners,  how  shall 
we  be  satisfied,  whether  he  ought  to  be  brought,  unless  we 
hear  the  judges  speak  ? 

Lord  chief  justice.  This  thing  cannot  be  granted ;  for 
then  a  number  of  treasons  should  flourish:  the  accuser 
may  be  drawn  by  practice,  whilst  he  is  in  person. 

Judge  Gaudy.  The  statute  you  speak  of,  concerning 
two  witnesses  in  case  of  treason,  is  found  to  be  inconve^ 
nient;  therefore  by  another  law  it  was  taken  away. 

Ralegh.  The  oommcm  trial  of  England  is  by  jury  and 
witnesses. 

Lord  chief  justice.  No,  by  examination :  if  three  con* 
spire  a  treason,  and  they  all  confess  it;  here  is  never  a 
witness,  yet  they  are  condemned. 

Judge  WarburUm.  I  marvel,  sir  Walter,  that  you, 
being  of  such  experience  and  wil,  should  stand  on  this 
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point;  for  so,  many  horsestealers  may  escape,  if  they  may 
not  be  condemned  without  witnesses.  If  one  should  rush 
into  the  king^s  privy-chamber,  whilst  he  is  alone,  and  kill 
the  king,  (which  God  forbid,)  and  this  man  be  met  coming 
with  his  sword  drawn  all  bloody,  shall  not  he  be  con- 
demned to  death?  My  lord  Cobham  hath,  perhaps,  been 
laboured  withal ;  and  to  save  you,  his  old  friend,  it  may  be 
that  he  will  deny  all  that  which  he  hath  said. 

Ralegh,     I  know  not  how  you  conceive  the  law. 

Lord  chitf  justice.     Nay,  we  do  not  conceive  the  law, 
but  we  know  the  law. 

Ralegh,  The  wisdom  of  the  law  of  God  is  absolute  and 
perfect,  H<BcJhc,  ei  xnveSy  &c.  But  now,  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  state,  the  wisdom  of  the  law  is  uncertain.  Indeed, 
where  the  accuser  is  not  to  be  had  conveniently,  I  agree 
with  you ;  bift  here  my  accuser  may;  he  is  alive,  and  in  the 
house.  Susanna  had  been  condemned  if  Daniel  had  not 
cried  out.  Will  you  condemn  an  innocent  Israelite^  without 
examinalion  or  knowledge  of  the  truth  f  Remember  it  is  ab- 
solutely the  commandment  of  God;  if  a  false  witness  rise  up, 
you  shall  cause  him  to  be  brought  before  the  judges;  if  he 
be  found  false,  he  shall  have  the  punishment  which  the 
accused  should  have  had.  It  is  very  sure  for  my  lord  to 
accuse  me  is  my  certain  danger,  and  may  be  a  means  to 
excuse  himself. 

Lord  chief  justice.  There  must  not  such  a  gap  be 
opened  for  the  destruction  of  the  king,  as  would  be  if  we 
should  grant  this.  You  plead  hard  for  yourself,  but  the 
laws  plead  as  hard  for  the  king.  I  did  never  hear  that 
course  to  be  taken  in  a  case  of  treason,  as  to  write  to  one 
another,  or  speak  to  one  another,  during  the  time  of  thdr 
imprisonment  There  hath  been  intelligence  between  you, 
and  what  underhand  practices  there  may  be,  I  know  not. 
If  the  circumstances  agree  not  with  the  evidence,  we  will 
not  condemn  you. 

Ralegh,  The  king  desires  nothing  but  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  and  would  have  no  advantage  taken  by  seve- 
rity of  the  law.     If  ever  we  had  a  gracious  king,  now  we 
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have.  I  hope,  as  he  is,  audi  are  his  miniatera.  If  then  \ 
be  but  a  trial  of  five  marks  at  the  oammon  law,  a  witses  \ 
must  be  deposed.  Good  my  lords,  let  my  accuser  cone ; 
face  to  face,  and  be  deposed. 

Lord  chitf  justice.  You  have  no  law  for  it :  God  fior- 
bid  any  man  should  accuse  himsdf  upon  his  oath* 

Attorney.  The  law  presumes  a  man  will  not  aocsK 
himself  to  accuse  another.  You  are  an  odioua  man;  for 
Cobham  thinks  his  cause  the  worse  that  you  are  in  h. 
Now  you  shall  hear  of  some  sUrs  to  be  raised  in  Sootland. 

Part  qfCoplejfs  Examination. 

*^  Also,  Watson  told  me,  that  a  special  peracxi  told  lum,  ; 
'^  that  Aremberg  offered  to  him  a  thousand  crowns  to  be  is 
<<  that  action ;  and  that  Brook  sud,  the  stirs  in  Scotland 
*'  came  out  of  Balegh^s  head.^ 

Ralegh.    Brook  hath  been  taught  his  leaaan* 

Lord  H.  Howard.  This  exammation  was  taken  be&fv 
me;  did  I  teach  him  his  lessonP 

Ralegh.  I  protest  before  God,  I  meant  it  'not  by  aaj 
privy  counsellor;  but,  because  money  is  scant,  he  wiB 
juggle  on  both  sides. 

RideglCs  Examination. 

^^  The  way  to  inyade  England  were  to  b^;in  with  stirs 
"  in  Scotland.'' 

Ralegh,  I  think  so  still:  I  have  spoken  it  to  divers  of 
the  lords  of  the  council,  by  way  of  discourse  and  opinion. 

Attorney.  Now  let  us  come  to  those  words  of  destroy- 
ing the  king  and  his  cubs. 

Ralegh.  O  barbarous !  if  they,  Uke  unnatural  villaiiis» 
should  use  those  words,  shall  I  be  charged  with  them  ?  I 
will  not  hear  it;  I  was  never  false  to  the  crown  of  England. 
I  have  spent  40,000  crowns  of  mine  own,  against  the  Span- 
ish faction,  for  the  good  of  my  country.  Do  you  bring  the 
words  of  these  heUish  spiders,  Clark,  Watson,  and  others^ 
against  me  ? 

Attorney.  Thou  hast  a  Spanish  heart,  and  thyself  art  a 
spider  of  hell;  for  thou  confessest  the  king  to  be  a  most 
sweet  and  gracious  prince,  and  yet  hast  conifxred  against 
him. 
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Waiw^ia  Ewammmfion  read. 

'*  He  said,  that  George  Brook  told  him  twice^  that  his 
*^  brother,  the  lord  Cobham,  sttd  to  him.  That  you  are  but 
^*  on  the  bye^  but  Ralegh  and  I  are  on  the  tiutin^ 

Brook*s  ExaminaiAon  read, 

<<  Being  asked  what  was  meant  by  this  jargon,  the  bye 
^*  and  the  main^  he  said,  that  the  lord  Cobham  told  him 
*^  that  Grey  and  others  were  in  the  bye^  he  and  Ralegh 
^  were  on  the  ntain.  Being  asked  what  exposition  his  bro- 
**  ther  made  of  these  words,  he  said,  he  is  loath  to  repeat  it. 
^^  And  after  saith,  by  the  main  was  meant  the  taking  away 
^  of  the  king  and  fab  issue:  and  thinks  on  his  conscieAce 
^  it  was  infused  into  his  Inrother^s  head  by  Ral^h.^ 

CobhanCs  Exaiminaticn  read. 

Being  asked  if  ever  he  had  said,  It  will  never  be  well  in 
England  till  the  king  and  his  cubs  were  taken  away;  he 
said  he  had  answ^ed  before,  and  that  he  would  answer  no 
more  to  that  point. 

Raiegk.  I  am  not  named  in  all  this:  there  is  a  law  of 
two  sorts  of  accusers,  one  of  lus  own  knowledge,  another  by 
hearsay. 

£arl  of  Suffolk.     See  the  case  of  Arnold. 

Lord  chief  Justice.  It  is  the  case  of  ur  William  Tho- 
IDBS  and  sir  Nicholas  Arnold. 

Balegh.  If  this  may  be,  you  will  have  any  mane's  life  in 
•  week. 

Attorney.  Ralegh  saith,  that  Cobham  was  in  a  passion 
wlien  he  said  so.  Would  he  tell  his  Inrother  any  thing  of 
malioe  against  Ralegh,  whmn  he  loved  as  his  life? 

Malegh.  Brook  never  loved  me;  until  his  brother  had 
aecused  me  he  sud  nothing. 

Loird  Cecil.  We  have  heard  nothing  that  might  lead  us 
to  think  that  Brook  accused  you,  he  was  only  in  the  sur- 
pruing  treason;  for  by  accusing  you  he  should  accuse  his 
bfocber. 

Balegh.    He  doth  not  care  much  for  that 

Lord  Cecil.    I  must  judge  the  best.    The  accusation  of 
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his  brother  was  not  voluntary;  h 

much  OS  he  could,  to  save  hia  brotl 

Cobkatiig  Examina 

'*  He  saith,  he  had  a  book  wiitt 

*'  king,  which  he  had  of  Ralegh,  i 

"  brother:  Ralegh  said  it  was  fool 

Attorney.    After  the  king  cam 

I^udoa,  Cobham  never  came  to  e 

travel  without  seciDg  the  queen  s 

this  discontentment  you  gave  him 

to  his  brother. 

Rakgh.  I  never  gave  it  him. 
For  I  well  remember  a  little  bef 
a  challenge  from  wc  Amias  Free 
intend  to  answer  it,  I  resolved  u 
therefore  laid  out  all  my  loose  pa 
.    this  book. 

Lord  Howard.     Where  had  yo 
Rale^.     In   the  old  lord  tre 
death. 

Lord  Cecil.    Did  you  ever  si 
book  to  me? 

Ralegh.    No,  my  lord. 
Lord  Cecil.     Was  it  one  of  th 
me  or  my  brother  ? 

Rtdegk.    I  took  it  out  of  the  st 
house  in  the  Strand. 

Lord  Cecil.  After  my  lather*s  t 
deured  to  search  for  smne  costnc 
the  Indies,  which  he  thought  we 
not  to  be  had  in  {Hint;  which  I 
trusted  sir  Walter  Ralegh  as  so 
since,  for  some  in6rmities,  the  bai 
have  been  broken;  and  yet,  resei 
.  my  master,  which  I  can  by  no 
God  I  love  him,  and  have  a  gn 
but  I  must  needs  say  nr  Walter 
to  take  the  book  away..without  mj 
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I  need  make  no  apology  in  behalf  of  my  father,  considering 
how  useful  and  necessary  it  is  for  privy  counsellors,  and 
those  in  his  place,  to  intercept  and  keep  such  kind  of  writ- 
ings ;  for  whosoever  should  then  search  his  study,  may  in 
all  likelihood  find  all  the  notorious  libels  that  were  writ 
against  the  late  queen ;  and  whosoever  should  rummage  my 
study,  or  at  least  my  cabinet,  may  find  several  against  the 
king,  our  sovereign  lord,  since  his  accession  to  the  throne. 

Ralegh,  This  book  was  in  manuscript,  and  the  late  lord 
treasurer  had  wrote  in  the  beginning  of  it  with  his  own 
hand  these  words.  This  is  the  book  of  Robert  Snagg. 
And  I  do  own,  as  my  lord  Cecil  has  said,  that  I  believe 
they  may  also  find  in  my  house  almost  all  the  libels  that 
have  been  writ  against  the  late  queen. 

Attorney.  You  were  no  privy  counsellor,  and  I  hope 
never  shall  be. 

Lord  Cecil.  He  was  not  a  sworn  counsellor  of  state,  but 
he  has  been  called  to  consultations. 

Ralegh,  I  think  it  a  very  severe  interpretation  of  the 
law,  to  bring  me  within  compass  of  treason  for  this  book, 
writ  so  long  ago,  of  which  nobody  had  read  any  more  than  the 
heads  of  the  chapters,  and  which  was  burnt  by  Brook  with- 
out my  privity;  admitting  I  had  delivered  the  same  to  my 
lord  Cobham,  without  allowing  or  approving,  but  discom- 
mending it,  according  to  Cobham^s  -first  accusation.  And 
put  the  case  I  should  come  to  my  lord  Cecil,  as  I  have 
cyflten  done,  and  find  a  stranger  with  him  with  a  packet  of 
libels,  and  my  lord  should  let  me  have  one  or  two  of  them 
to  peruse,  this  I  hope  is  no  treason. 

Attorney.  I  observe  there  was  intelligence  between  you 
and  Cobham  in  the  Tower;  for  after  he  said  it  was  against 
the  king^s  title,  he  denied  it  again. 

Sir  William  Wade.  First  my  lord  Cobham  confesseth 
it,  and  after  he  had  subscribed*  it  he  revoketh  it  again.  To 
me  he  always  said,  that  the  drift  of  it  was  against  the  king^s 
tide. 

Ralegh.  I  protest  before  God,  and  all  his  works,  I  gave 
libn  not  the  book. 
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Wroth;  he  ngfs  lluB  eridoi 
Sir  Moteri  WroA.  I  mi 
Jmk&mitji%    mjA  Jut*  Sen 


LerdCtaL    IwUlgW*! 

5ir  MoitFi  PrreA*  I  w 
Atumejy  fer  hy  God  I  iM 

Xord  eiiff  jusOee.  IW 
bann? 

Aiii^     I  honed  it  nol 

Srr^.  PUIipf  .  Yoa  pni 
he  was  £sooBteBted«  tf  il 
death,  it  had  been  a  lesa 
preaentl  J  when  he  came  final 
of  his  diacoDtentment. 

Ralegk.  Here  is  a  bool 
I  never  read  it,  oommended 

AUarmey.  This  is  coniuni 

Ralegh.  Hyerj  diing  thi 
and  every  thing  that  maketl 

Jitomejf.  Lord  Cobhai 
him  with  a  letter  tcvn,  and  d 
fer  one  witness  could  not  hv 

Rakgh.     This  poor  man 
eighteen  wBeks ;  he  was  offe 
fiess.     I  never  sent  any  sud 
to  him,  to  tell  him  what  I 
having  <^  his  at  that  time  a  ^ 

Lord.  H.  Howard,  No  • 
than  this.  KemiA  was  nevi 
diarge  that  no  rigour  should 

Commisikmers.  We  pro 
such  matter  intended  to  our 

Ralegh.  Was  not  the  kc 
be  threatened  with  it  ? 
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.  iSSr  JViBiam  Wade.  When  Mr.  Solicitor  and  myself 
examined  Eemish,  we  told  him  he  deserved  the  rack,  but 
did  not  threaten  him  with  it. 

Commissioners.     It  was  more  than  we  knew. 

Cobham's  Examinatiofi,read. 

^  He  saidj  Eemish  brought  him  a  letter  from  Ralegh, 
^  and  that  part  which  was  concerning  the  lords  of  the 
*'  coundl  was  rent  out ;  that  he  was  examined,  and  cleared 
'*  lum  of  all ;  and  that  the  lord  H.  Howard  said,  because 
^  he  was  discontent  he  was  fit  to  be  in  the  action :  and 
*\  further,  that  Kemish  said  to  him  from  Ralegh,  that  he 
*^  should  be  of  good  comfort,  for  one  witness  could  not  coo- 
'^  demn  a  man  for  treason.^ 

Lord  Cecil.  Cobham  was  asked,  whether  and  when  he 
heard  from  you ;  he  said.  Every  day. 

Ralegh.  Eemish  added  more,  I  never  bade  him  speak 
these  words. 

Nota.    Mr.  Attorney  here  offered  to  interrupt  him. 

Lord  Cecil.  It  is  his  last  discourse.  Give  him  leave, 
Mr.  Attorney. 

Ralegh.  I  am  accused  concerning  Arabella,  concerning 
money  out  of  Spain.  My  lord  chief  justice  saith,  a  man 
may  be  condemned  with  one  witness,  yea,  without  any 
witness.  Cobham  is  guilty  of  many  things,  conscientia 
mUle  testes.  He  hath  accused  himself,  what  can  he  hope 
for  but  mercy  ?  My-  lords,  vouchsafe  me  this  grace.  Let 
him  be  brought,  being  alive  and  in  the  house;  let  him 
avouch  any  of  these  things,  I  will  confess  the  whole  indict- 
ment, and  renounce  the  king^'s  mercy. 

Lord  Cecil.  Here  hath  been  a  touch  of  the  lady  Ara- 
bella Stuart,  a  near  kinswoman  of  the  king^s.  Let  us  not 
scandal  the  innocent  by  confu»on  of  speech :  ^he  is  as 
innocent  of  all  these  things  as  I  or  any  man  here ;  only  she 
received  a  letter  from  Cobham  to  prepare  her,  which  she 
laughed  at,  and  immediately  sent  it  to  the  king.  So  far 
was  she  from  discontentment,  that  she  laughed  him  to 
acorn.  But  you  see  how  far  the  count  of  Aremberg  did 
consent 
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Tke  Lord  Admiral  {NoUk 
wUk  ike  ladjf  Arabella^ 

The  lady  doth  here  proti 
never  dealt  in  any  of  these  t 
tell  the  court. 

Lcn^  Cecil  The  lord  G 
bella  to  know  if  he  might  oo 
her  to  understand  that  there 
laboured  U>  (hsgraoe  her;  s 
But  Brook  saith,  his  brothi 
bella  to  write  letters  to  thi 
he  never  did. 

Balegh.  The  lord  Cobhi 
what  manner  he  hath  form 
accusation,  all  this  were  no( 
knew  of  the  letter  which  L 
Aremberg.  Let  me  speak 
for  him  to  be  brought;  he 
grant  me  not  this  favour,  I 
was  not  denied  to  have  his  ai 

Lord  chief  Justice.  Sina 
the  acc|uitting  of  his  old  fri 
otherwise  than  the  truth. 

BaJegk.  If  I  had  been  1 
into  him.  You,  gentlemen  c 
I  have  been  the  cause  of  all 
tion  of  his  house;  and  that 
him  by  my  wicked  counsel ;  i 
cause  to  accuse  and  be  revc 
know  him  to  be  as  revengeful 

Attorney.     He  is  a  party,  \ 
against  it. 

Ralegh.  It  is  a  toy  to  tdl 
I  stand  on  the  fact. 

Lord  Cecil.     I  am  afraid 
inferior  to  my  lords  here  preae 
I  delight  to  hear  myself  talk 
Walter  Rak^f  was  not  extii 


SIR  WALTER  RALEGH.  681 

gard  of  your  deserts.  You  know  the  law  of  the  realm,  (to 
the  which  your  miDd  doth  not  contest,)  that  my  lord  Cob- 
ham  cannot  be  brought. 

Ralegh.     He  may  be,  my  lord. 

Lord  Cecil.     But  dare  you  challenge  it  ? 

Ralegh.     Na 

Lord  Cecil.  You  say,  that  my  lord  Cobham,  your  nuun 
accuser,  must  come  to  accuse  you :  you  sa^,  he  hath  re- 
tracted ;  I  say,  many  particulars  are  not  retracted.  What 
the  validity  of  all  this  is,  is  merely  left  to  the  jury.  Let 
me  ask  you  this :  if  my  lord  Cobham  will  say  you  were  the 
only  insUgator  of  him  to  proceed  in  the  treasons,  dare  you 
put  yourself  on  thtsF 

RaJegh.  If  he  will  speak  it  before  God  and  the  king, 
that  ever  I  knew  of  Arabella''s  matter,  or  the  money  out 
of  Spain,  or  of  the  Burprising  treason';  I  put  myself  on  it, 
God^B  will  and  the  king's  be  done  with  me. 

Lord  H.  Homtrd.  How !  if  he  speak  things  equivalent 
to  what  you  have  said? 

Ralegh.     Yes,  in  a  mun  point 

Lord  Cecil.  If  he  say  you  have  been  the  instigator  ot 
him  to  deal  with  the  Spanish  king,  had  not  the  council 
cause  to  draw  you  hither  ? 

Ralegh.     I  put  myself  on  it. 

Lord  Cecil.  Then,  sir  Walter  Ralegh,  call  upon  God, 
and  prepare  yourself;  for  I  do  verily  believe  my  lords  will 
prove  this.  Excepting  your  faults,  (I  call  them  no  worse,) 
by  God  I  am  your  friend.  The  heat  and  passion  in  you, 
and  the  attorney's  zeal  in  the  king's  service,  nudies  me  speak 
this. 

Raiegh.  Whosoev^  is  the  workman,  it  is  reason  he 
should  give  account  of  bis  work  to  the  work-maater.  But 
let  it  be  proved  that  be  acquainted  me  with  any  of  his 
conferences  with  Arembei^:  he  would  surely  have  given 
me  some  account 

Lord  CecU.  That  follows  not.  If  I  set  you  on  wtn^, 
and  you  ^ve  me  no  account,  am  I  therefore  innocent  P 

AUometf.  For  the  lady  Arabella,  I  aaid  she  was  newer 
acquainted  with  the  matter.     Now  that  iUle^  had  ooo. 


«M  THE  1 

iw^we  in  oil  tbew  tnuaaj 

hmd  the  ■■tter.     Thoe  I 

in  LJaboo,  met  frith  •  Portly 

the  king  of  Eogbmd  was  i 

Kwatd,  I  think  not  yet,  I 

«uth  the  Portugil  gentleoH 

hi!  throat  win  be  cut  by  l 

faiAve  be  be  crowned. 

D^er  mat  eaOed  amd  tweii 

DjftT.    I  aune  to  a  dm 

•  bojr  dut  Ihadtbflfe;  tin 

bonai^  and  inquiring  yihut 

Engtiahman :    wb«eupoii  I 

cnnrned:   and  I  answered 

dbonly.    Nnj,  nth  be,  be  i 

lUk^  and  don  Cobham  win 

Raiegk.     What  infa-  ;a 

Jttomejf.     That  your  tn 

Rakgk.     If  Cobham  did 

could  it  not  but  be  known  ■ 

the  duke  of  Buckingham  wil 

duke  of  York  with  Jack  < 

tenance  his  treason? 

Consider,  you  gentlemen 
doubtful,  which  the  king''8  cc 
the  law.  Connder  my  dia 
prove  nothing  against  me,  a 
my  lord  Cobham,  wfaidi  he  1 
heartily  as  if  it  had  been  1 
knew  that  all  this  sorrow  w] 
Us  means. '  Presumptions  n 
wbseqnent  Acts:  I  have  sp 
Spaiuard :  I  bad  not  purdhai 
bad  died  in  Goiaoa,  I  had  » 
wife  and  sod.  I  that  have  i 
fivtioa,  metluaks  it  is  •  atn 
rfect  it    Bemwwbw  what  : 


If  TOU  orouid  be  l-uoi 
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delivered  up  to  be  slaughtered,  to  have  your  wive»  and 
children  turned  into  the  streets  to  beg  their  bread;  if  you 
would  be  contented  to  be  so  judged,  judge  so  o(  me. 

Serg.  Philips.  I  hope  to  make  this  so  clear,  as  that  the 
wit  of  man  shall  have  no  colour  to  answer  it.  The  matter 
is  treason  in  the  highest  degree,  the  end  to  deprive  the  king 
of  his  crown.  The  particular  treasons  are  these:  first, 
to  raise  up  rebellion;  and,  to  effect  that,  to  procure  money: 
to  raise  up  tumults  in  Scotland  by  divulging  a  treasonable 
book  against  the  king^s  right  to  the  crown ;  the  purpose,  to 
take  the  life  of  his  majesty  and  his  issue.  My  lord  Cobham 
confesseth  dr  Walter  Ralegh  to  be  guilty  of  all  these  trea- 
sons. The  question  is.  Whether  he  be  guilty  as  joining 
with  him,  or  instigating  of  him?  The  course  to  prove  this 
was  by  my  lord  Cobham'^s  accusation :  if  that  be  true,  he  is 
guilty ;  if  not,  he  is  clear.  So  whether  Cobham  say  true  or 
Ralegh,  that  is  the  question.  Ralegh  hath  no  answer,  but 
the  shadow  of  as  much  wit  as  the  wit  of  man  can  devise. 
He  useth  his  bare  denial ;  the  denial  of  a  defendant  must 
not  move  the  jury.  In  the  star-chamber  or  in  the  chancery, 
for  matter  of  Utle,  if  the  defendant  be  called  in  question, 
his  denial  on  his  oath  is  no  evidence  to  the  court  to  clear 
him,  he  doth  it  in  propria  causa ;  therefore  much  less  in 
matters  of  treason.  Cobham'^s  testification  against  him  be- 
fore then,  and  since,  hath  been  largely  discoursed. 

Ralegh.  If  truth  be  constant,  and  constancy  be  in  truth, 
why  hath  he  forsworn  that  that  he  hath  said  ?  You  have 
not  proved  any  one  thing  by  direct  proofs,  but  all  by  dr- 
cumstances. 

Attorney.    Have  you  done  ?  the  king  must  have  the  last 

Raiegh.  HslJj  Mr.  Attorney,  he  which  speaketh  for  his 
life  must  speak  last.  False  repetitions  and  mistakings  must 
not  mar  my  cause.  You  should  speak  secundum  allegata 
et  probata.  I  appeal  to  God  and  the  king  in  this  point, 
whether  Cobham^s  accusation  be  sufficient  to  condemn  me. 

Attorney,  lie  king^s  safety  and  your  clearing  cannot 
agree.    I  protest  brfcnre  Grod  I  never  knew  a  clearer  treason. 

Balegk.  I  never  had  intell^;ence  with  Cobham  nnot  I 
eame  to  the  Tower. 
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Attorney.     Go  to,  I  will  lay  tbee  upon  thy  back  for  tk 
confidentest  traitor  that  ever  came  at  a  bar.     Why  JtufM  ' 
you  take  8000  crowns  for  a  peace  ? 

Lord  CecU.     Be  not  so  impatient,  good  Mr.  Attoniej,  ' 
give  him  leave  to  speak. 

Attorney.  If  I  may  not  be  patiently  heard,  you  wQ 
encourage  traitors  and  discourage  us.  I-  am  the  kings 
sworn  servant,  and  must  speak ;  if  he  be  guilty,  he  is  a 
traitor,  if  not  deliver  him. 

Nota.  Here  Mr.  Attorney  sat  down,  and  would  iped 
no  more  J  until  the  commisrioners  urged  and  entreatd 
him:  qjfter  much  ado  he  went  on,  and  made  a  hug 
repetition  qf  aU  the  evidence  ^^  ike  direction  cfAi 
jury ;  and  at  the  repeating  qf  some  things  sir  WaUtr 
Ralegh  interrupted  Aim,  and  said  he  did  hint  wrong. 

Attorney.     Thou  art  the  most  vile  and  execrable  traitor 
that  ever  lived. 

Ralegh.    You  speak  indiscreetly,  barbarously,  and  un- 
civilly. 

Attorney.   I  want  words  suf&detit  to  express  thy  viperous 
treasons. 

Ralegh.    I  think  you  want  words  indeed,  for  you  have 
spoken  one  thing  half  a  dozen  times. 

Attorney.     Thou  art  an  odious  fellow,  thy  name  is  hate- 
ful to  all  the  realm  of  England  for  thy  pride. 

Ralegh.     It  will  go  near  to  prove  a  measuring  cast  be- 
tween you  and  me,  Mr.  Attorney. 

Attorney.  Well,  I  will  now  make  it  appear  to  the  world 
that  there  never  lived  a  viler  viper  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  than  thou  ;  [and  therewithal  drew  a  letter  out  of  his 
pocket,  saying  further,]  my  lords,  you  shall  see  this  is  an 
agent  that  hath  writ  a  treatise  against  the  Spaniard,  and 
hath  ever  so  detested  him;  this  is  he  that  hath  spent  so 
much  money  agiunst  him  in  service;  and  yet  you  shall  all 
see  whether  his  heart  be  not  wholly  Spanish.  The  lord 
Cobham,  who  of  his  own  nature  wa#  a  good  and  honourable 
gentleman,  till  overtaken  by  this  wretch,  now  finding  his 
conscience  heavily  burdened  with  some  courses  which  the 
subtil ty  of  this  traitor  had  drawn  him  into,  my  lords,  he 
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could  not  be  at  rest  with  hioiBelf  nor  quiet  in  hu  thoughts, 
until  he  was  eased  of  that  heavy  weight;  out  of  which 
pasnon  of  his  mind,  and  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  prineei 
and  his  conscience  to  God,  taking  it  upon  his  salvaticHi  that 
be  wrote  nothing  but  the  truth,  with  his  own  hands  he 
wrotq  this  letter.  Now,  ar,  you  shall  see  whether  you  had 
intelligence  with  Cobham  within  four  days  before  he  came 
to  the  Tower.  If  he  be  wh<^ly  Spani^,  that  desired  a 
penuon  of  1500  pounds  a  year  from  Spain,  that  Spun  by 
him  might  have  intelligence,  then  Italegh  isa  trulOT.  He 
hath  taken  an  apple,  and  pinned  a  letter  unto  it,  and  threw 
it  into  iny  lord  Cobham''s  window,  the  contents  whereof  were 
this;  "It  is  doubtful  whether  we  shall  be  proceeded  with 
"  or  no,  perh(q»  you  shall  not  be  tried.'"  This  was  to  get 
a  retractation :  c4i !  it  was  Adam's  apple,  whereby  the 
Devil  did  decave  him.  Fiuther  he  wrote  thus,  "  Do  not 
"  as  my  lord  of  Essex  did,  take  heed  of  a  preacher;  for 
*'  by  his  persuamon  he  confessed,  and  made  himself  guilty." 
I  doubt  not,  but  this  day  God  shall  have  as  great  a  con- 
quest by  this  traitor,  and  the  Son  of  God  shall  be  as  much 
glmiiied,  as  when  it  was  said,  Vici»ti  GaJUtEe;  you  know 
my  meaning.  What  though  Cobham  retracted,  yet  he  could 
not  rest  nor  sleep  until  he  had  confirmed  it  agwn.  If  this 
be  not  enough  to  prove  him  a  traitor,  the  khig  my  master 
shall  not  live  three  years  to  an  end. 

NoU.     Here  Mr.  Attorney  produced  the  lord  Cobkam's 

letter,  (writ  to  the   commiaaionera   the  night   before 

Rough's  trial,  viz.  Nov.  16.)  and  at  he  read  it  in- 

aerted  aome  apeechea. 

**  I  have  thought  it  fit  to  set  down  this  to  my  lords, 

"  wher^  I  profess  on  my  soul  to  write  nothing  but  the 

"  truth.     I  am  come  now  near  to  the  period  of  my  time, 

'*  therefore  I  confess  the  truth  before  God  and  his  angels. 

**  Ralegh,  four  days  before  I  came  from  the  Tower,  caused  an 

**  i^ple  (Eve's  apple)  to  be  thrown  in  at  my  chamber  win- 

"  dow;  the  effect  of  it  was  to  entreat  me  to  right  the  wrmg 

."  that  I  had  done  him  in  saying,  that  I  should  have  come 

**  home  by  Jersey;  which,  under  my  hand  to  him,  I  have  re- 
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<«  traded.  Hb  fim  letter  I  mm 
^  in  the  aame  roaimer,  whereiil 
^  letto*,  which  I  did.  He  sent' 
^  at  Mr.  Attomej^t  house,  and 
^  proceedings  agunst  us  shoul 
^  other  time  a  little  tobacco, 
^fegh  dealt  with  me  to  proc 
^  pounds  a  year,  for  which  I 
^  should  be  agunst  Spain  bi 
**  beforehand.  He  told  me  thi 
«<  long.  {AUomeffy  Ah,  is  not  thi 
^  body  ?)  He  hath  been  the  d 
^  I  had  no  dealing  with  Ana 
^  He  hath  been  also  the  caus 
^  adyised  me  not  to  be  overta 
^*  was;  and  that  the  lung  woi 
'*  denial  than  to  accuse  any.*" 

Attorney.  O  damnable  at! 
text  of  scripture  to  serve  his 
l^;ed.  He  counsels  him  not  t 
as  Essex  was;  he  died  the  chili 
at  his  death ;  thou  wast  by  whc 
milant  morientibut  urstB.  H< 
the  king  himself  spake  these 
^  Essex  died  not  for  treason,  *b 

Ralegh.  Tou  have  heard 
man ;  now  he  thinks  he  hath  n 
but  the  king,  and  all  of  you, 
which  of  us  was  the  ruin  of  the 
throw  in  the  letter  at  his  wine 
**  You  know  you  have  undone  i 
**  justify  me.""  In  this  I  will  die, 
why  did  not  he  acquaint  me  witl 
him  with  my  dispositions  ? 

Attorney.     But  what  say  yoi 
pension  of  15002.  per  annum  ? 

Ralegh.     I  say,  that  Cobhai 
poor  soul. 
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AUomey.  Is  he  base?  I  return  it  into  thy.  throat  on 
his  behalf:  but  for  thee,  he  had  been  a  good  subject 

Lord  chief  juitice.  I  percave  thou  art  not  so  dear  a 
man  as  you  have  protested  all  this  while;  for  you  should 
have  discovered  these  matters  to  the  king. 

Nota.  Here  Ralegh  putted  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket,  which 
the  lord  Cobham  had  written  to  At m,  {but  a  few  daye 
hefbrehe  wrote  that  above  to  the  lords,)  and  desired  my 
lord  CecU  to  read  it,  because  he  <mly  knew  his  hand; 
the  effect  of  it  was  asJbUoweth. 

Cobham's  letter  of  justification  to  Ralegh. 
Seeing  myself  so  near  my  end,  for  the  discharge  of  my 
own  conscience,  and  freeing  myself  from  your  blood, 
which  else  will  cry  vengeance  against  me ;  I  protest,  upon 
my  salvadon,  I  never  practised  with  Spain  by  your  pro- 
'*  curement ;  Grod  so  comfort  me  in  this  my  affliction,  as  you 
are  a  true  subject  for  any  thing  that  I  know.     I  will  say 
as  Daniel,  Purus  sum  a  sanguine  hufus.     So  God  have 
mercy  on  my  soul,  as  I  know  no  treason  by  you.^ 
Ralegh.    Now  I  wonder  how  many  souls  this  man  hath; 
he  damns  one  in  this  letter,  and  another  in  that 

Here  was  much  ado;  Mr.  Attorney  alleged,  that  his  last 
letter  was  politicly  and  cunningly  urged  Jrom  the  lord 
Cobham^  and  that  the  first  was  simpiy  the  truth;  and 
that  lest  it  should  seem  doubffidj  that  the  first  letter 
was  drawn  from  my  lord  Cobham  by  promise  of  mercy ^ 
or  hope  qffbfvouir,  the  lord  i^ief  Justice  willed  that  the 
Jury  might  herein  be  satisfied.    Whereupon  the  earl  qf 
Devonshire  delivered,  thai  the  same  was  merely  vo- 
luntary,  and  not  extracted  from  the  lord  Cobham 
upon  any  hopes  or  promise  of  pardon. 
Nota.    This  was  the  last  evidence;  whereupon  a  marshal 
was  sworn  to  keep  the  Jury  private.     The  Jury  d$* 
parted,  and  stayed  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  re- 
tumed  and  gave  their  verdict.  Guilty. 
Serg.  Hele  demanded  judgment  against  the  prisoner. 
Clerk  qf  the  crown.    Sir  Walter  Ral^,  thou  hast  been 
indicted,  arraigned,  and  pleaded  Not  guilty,  for  all  these  •»- 
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vend  tmaons ;  and,  for  trial 
thy  country ;  which  country  f 
gvdlty.    What  canst  thou  ai 
and  execution  of  death  shouli 
Ralegh.    My  lords,  the  jm 
must  do  as  they  are  directed^ 
ment  should  not  proceed.    1 
accused  me:  you  remember 
never  guilty.    I  deare  the  Id 
done  unto  me  ance  I  came  hi 
Lord  cUff  justice.   You  I 
Jtaltgh.  Yes,  of  Mr.  Atta 
member  three  things  to  the  1 
practiser  for  Spain:  I  nevei 
meant  to  go  thither;  I  will  aa 
if  he  will  affirm  it    2.  I  m 
Arabella.     S.  1  never  knew 
with  Arembergf  nor  of  the  si 
Lard  chiff  justice.    In  no 
that  Cobham  hath  accused  ' 
but  that  you  were  dealt  with 
for  Spain ;  therefore  you  are 
have  protested  yourself  to  be 
Ralegh.     I  submit  myself 
his  mercy  is  greater  than  my 
and  son  of  tender  years,  unbn 
Lord  chief  justice.    I  had 
seen  this  day,  to  have  stood  ii 
death  against  you;  because 
one  of  so  great  parts  should  h 
hath  bestowed  on  you  many  b 
fit  and  able  to  have  served  t 
had  brought  yourself  into  a 
had  entered  into  a  good  con 
not  suffered  your  own  wit  to 
might  have  lived  in  good  con 
Co  seek  to  climb  too  high,  lest 
knr,  Jest  be  be  trodden  onL    1 
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s  and  greatest  OQunsellor  of  his  time  in  England,  In  medio 
\  spaHo  mediocria  Jlrma  locaniur.  You  might  have  lived 
^  well  with  80002.  a  year ;  for  so  I  have  heard  your  revenues 
f  to  be.  I  know  nothing  might  move  you  to  be  discontented; 
^  but,  if  you  had  been  down,  you  know  fortune^s  wheel^  when 
^  it  is  turned  about,  riseth  again.  I  never  heard  that  the 
^  king  took  away  any  thing  from  you,  but  the  ci^tainship  of 
the  guard,  which  he  did  with  good  reasons,  to  have  one  of 
^  his  own  knowledge,  whom  he  might  trust,  in  that  placed* 
You  have  been  taken  for  a  wise  man,  and  so  have  shewed 
wit  enough  this  day.  Agun ;  fdr  monopolies  for  wine,  &c. 
if  the  king  had  said.  It  is  a  matter  that  ofiends  my  people, 
should  I  burden  th^n  for  your  particular  good?  1  think 
you  could  not  well  take  it  hardly  that  his  subjects  were 
eased,  though  by  your  private  hinderance.  Two  vices  have 
lodged  chiefly  in  you ;  one  is  an  eager  amlntion,  the  other 
corrupt  covetousness.  Ambition,  in  dearing  to  be  advanced 
to  equal  grace  and  favour  as  you  have  been  beforetime; 
that  grace  you  had  then,  you  got  not  in  a  day  cur  year.  For 
jovar  covetousness,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  a  gentleman  of 
your  wealth  should  become  a  base  spy  for  the  enemy,  which 
iathe  vilest  of  all  other ;  wherein,  on  my  conscience,  Cobham 
hath  said  true :  by  it  you  would  have  increased  your  living 
1500/.  a  year.  This  covetousness  is  like  a  canker,  that  eats 
the  iron-place  where  it  lives.  Your  case  being  thus,  let  it 
not  grieve  you,  if  I  speak  a  Uttle  out  of  zeal,  and  love  to 
ycmr  good.  You  have  been  taxed  by  the  world  with  the 
defence  of  most  heathenish  and  blasphemous  opinions,  whidi 
I  list  not  to  repeat,  because  Christian  ears  cannot  endure 
to  hear  them,  nor  the  authors  and  maintainers  of  them 
be  suffered  to  live  in  any  Christian  commonwealth.  You 
know  what  men  said  of  Harpool.  You  shall  do  well  before 
you  go  out  of  the  wcnrld  to  give  satisfaction  therein,  and  not 
to  die  with  these  imputations  on  yoii.  Let  not  any  devil 
persuade  you  to  think  there  is  no  eternity  in  heaven ;  if 
you  think  thus,  you  shall  find  eternity  in  heU-fire.  In  the 
first  accusation  of  my  lord  Cobham,  I  observed  his  manner 
of  speaking :  I  protest  before  the  living  God,  I  am  per* 
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•oaded  he  tpoke  Dodung  ba( 
he  riKNild  not  in  any  case  od 
idling  him  an  example  of  i 
carl  that  is  gone;  who,  if  he  I 
olheriyhad  lived  in  honour  ti 
famed  his  ollenoes,  and  obtai 
am  Terily  persuaded  in  my  I 
of  God.  Your  conceit  of  na 
^hwman  and  widied.  In  tU 
ing,  that  we  may  be  absolved 
have  shewed  a  fearful  sign  < 
asan  not  to  confess.  It  noi 
may  not  have  your  accuser  i 
easily  brought  to  retnct,  wh 
of  li^  own  life.  It  is  dai^ 
have  any  aooem  one  to  anod 
see  themselves  must  die,  the] 
fellow  live,  that  he  may  coma 
so  in  some  sort  seek  revenge. 

Now  it  resteth  to  pronounc 
you  had  not  been  this  day  ti 
the  fear  of  God  in  you  had  fa 
great  parts,  you  nught  have 
good  subject.  I  never  saw  th 
never  see  the  like  again. 

THE  JU] 

But,  ance  you  have  been 
treasons,  the  judgment  of  thi 
had  from  hence  to  the  place  i 
main  until  the  day  of  executii 
be  drawn  upon  a  hurdle,  thn 
place  of  execution,  there  to  b 
and  your  body  shall  be  ope 
plucked  out,  and  your  jurivy- 
into  the  fire  before  your  eyes; 
off  from  your  body,  which  shi 
ters,  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  Id 
mercy  upon  your  soul. 


THE 

SPEECH  AND  BEHAVIOUR 

OF 

SIR  WALTER  RALEGH 

ON  THE  SCAFFOLD. 


X  DESIRE  to  be  borne  withal^  because  this  is  the  third  day 
of  my  fever :  and^  if  I  shew  any  weakness,  I  beseech  you  to 
attribute  it  to  my  malady,  for  this  is  the  hour  I  look  for  it 

TTien  pausing  a  while^  directing  himself  towards  a  win- 
dowj  where  the  lord  of  Arundel  and  the  lord  ofDoncas^ 
tSTj  with  some  other  lords  and  knights^  sat^  with  a  loud 
voice  he  said  asJbOaweth. 

I  thank  Grod  of  his  infinite  goodness,  that  he  hath  sent 
me  to  die  in  the  sight  of  so  honourable  an  assembly,  and 
not  in  darkness.  But  by  reason  the  place  where  tikey  sai 
was  some  distance  Jrom  the  scaffold^  that  they  could  noi 
easily  hear  Atm,  he  said:  I  will  strain  myself,  for  I  would 
willingly  have  your  honours  hear  me.  T%e  lord  qf  Arundel 
answered.  We  will  come  upon  the  scaffold :  where,  after 
he  had  saluted  every  one  qfihem  seoerdUy,  he  began  asJoL 
loweA. 

As  I  said,  I  thank  my  God  heartily^  that  he  hath  brought 
me  into  the  light  to  die,  and  hath  not  suffered  me  to  die  in 
the  dark  jnriaon  of  the  Tower,  where  I  have  suffered  a  great 
deal  of  adversity  and  a  long  sickness ;  and  I  thank  God 
that  my  fever  hath  not  taken  me  at  this  time,  as  I  prayed 
God  it  might  not. 

There  are  two  main  points  of  suspicion  that  his  ma- 
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jaity  hath  oonooTed  agnnst  1 
eumoi  be  Mtisfied,  which  1 
you  of. 

One  is,  that  Ms  majesty  haC 
had  some  plot  inth  Fnmoe,  ai 
SOD  to  iDdiaoe  Urn  thereimto. 
had  to  ooDJecture  so»  was,  l! 
Guiana,  being  come  to  Plym 
Rochel;  whidi  was  because 
peace  before  I  came  to  Eoglal 
upon  my  flight,  I  did  intend 
my  life,  having  had  some  tern 
son  was,  the  French  agent's  i 
ported  that  I  had  commisaon 

But  this  I  say,  for  a  man 
fidsdiood  at  any  time  is  a  gr 
hope  for  at  the  tribunal  day  o 
to  witness  to  a  falsehood  at  t 
grievous  and  impious,  and  the 
And  what  should  I  expect,  th 
account  oi  my  faith  ?  I  do  thei 
as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  and 
kingdom,  which  I  hope  irill  1 
hour,  I  never  had  any  commia 
nor  any  treaty  with  the  Fren 
the  French  king ;  neither  kne 
or  what  he  was,  till  I  met  him 
unlooked-ibr.  If  I  speak  not 
come  into  diy  kii^om. 

The  second  suspicion  was,  d 
formed  that  I  should  speak  dm 
him.  But  my  accuser  was  a 
a  diymical  fellow,  one  whom  I 
being  drawn  into  this  action  i 
hand  was  touched,  and  he  being 
revealed  it  in  the  morning. 

But  in  this  I  speak  now,  what 
have  nothing  to  do  witli  them. 
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have  now  to  do  with  God ;  therefore  to  tell  a  lie  now,  to  get 
the  fiiTour  of  the  king  were  in  vain.  Therefore,  aa  I  hope 
to  be  saved  at  the  last  day,  I  never  spake  dishonoorably,  dis- 
loyally, or  dishonestly  of  the  king,  neither  to  this  French- 
man nor  to  any  other ;  nether  had  I  ever,  in  all  my  life,  a 
thought  of  ill  of  his  majesty.  Therefore  I  cannot  but  think 
it  strange,  that  this  Frenchman,  being  so  base,  so  mean  a 
fellow,  should  be  so  far  credited:  and  so  much  for  this 
point.  I  have  dealt  truly,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  believed. 
I  confess,  I  did  attempt  to  escape ;  and  I  did  dissemble,  and 
feign  myself  sick  at  Salisbury ;  but  I  hope  it  was  no  sin. 
The  prophet  David  did  make  himself  a  fod,  and  did  suffer 
spttle  to  fall  upon  his  beard,  to  escape  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  it  was  not  imputed  to  him  as  nn ;  and  I  did  it  to 
pnJong  time  till  his  majesty  came,  hoping  for  some  commi- 
seration from  him. 

I  forgive  this  Frenchman  and  sir  Lewis  Stuckley,  and 
have  received  the  sacrament  this  morning  of  Mr.Dean,  and 
I  dp  also  foigive  all  the  world.  But  thus  mudi  I  am  bound  in 
charity  to  qpeak  of  this  man,  that  all  men  may  take  good  heed 
of  him :  nr  Lewis  Stuckley,  my  kinsman  and  keeper,  hath  af- 
firmed that  I  should  tell  him,  that  I  did  tdl  my  lord  Carew 
and  my  lord  Doncaster  of  my  present  escape;  but  I  protest 
before  Ckxl,  I  never  told  Stuckley  any  sudi  thing,  nnther 
did  I  tell  my  lord  Carew  or  my  lord  Doncaster  of  my  pre- 
tended escape.  It  was  not  likdy  that  I  should  acquaint 
two  privy  counsellors  of  my  purpose;  neither  would  I  tell 
him,  for  he  left  me  mz,  seven,  ^ght,  nine,  or  ten  days,  to 
go  where  I  listed,  while  he  rode  about  the  country. 

Again  he  accused  me,  that  I  should  tell  him,  that  my 
lord  Carew  and  my  lord  Doncaster  would  meet  me  in 
France,  which  was  never  my  speech  or  thouf^t 

Thirdly,  he  accused  me,  that  I  shewed  him  a  letter,  and 
that  I  should  give  him  ten  thousand  pounds  for  my  escape ; 
but  cast  my  soul  into  everiastinir  fire,  if  I  ever  made  him 
ofibr  of  ten  thousand  pounds  or  one  thousand  pounds;  but 
merely  I  shewed  him  a  letter,  that,  if  he  would  go  with  me, 
his  debts  should  be  paid  when  I  was  gone;  neither  had  I 
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jaitj  hath  oonooved  agnnst  1 
cumoi  be  Mtisfied,  which  1 
jou  of. 

One  is,  that  his  majesty  hal 
had  some  pbt  with  France,  ai 
SOD  to  induce  him  theremito.  ^ 
had  to  ooDJecture  so»  was,  I 
Guiana,  being  come  to  Plynl 
Rochel ;  whidi  was  because 
peace  before  I  came  to  Eoglai 
upon  my  flight,  I  did  intend 
my  life,  having  had  some  tern 
son  was,  the  French  agent's  < 
ported  that  I  had  commisaon 

But  this  I  say,  for  a  man 
fidsdiood  at  any  dme  is  a  gf 
hope  for  at  the  tribunal  day  c 
to  witness  to  a  falsehood  at  i 
grievous  and  impious,  and  the 
And  what  should  I  expect,  th 
account  ot  my  faith  ?  I  do  thei 
as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  and 
kingdom,  which  I  hope  will  1 
hour,  I  never  had  any  comnus 
nor  any  treaty  with  the  Fren 
the  French  king ;  neither  kne 
or  what  he  was,  till  I  met  hrai 
unlooked-ibr.  If  I  speak  not 
come  into  diy  kii^om. 

Tne  second  suspicion  was,  « 
formed  that  I  should  speak  dii 
him.  But  my  accuser  was  a 
a  diymical  fellow,  one  whom  1 
being  drawn  into  this  action  i 
hand  was  touched,  and  he  being 
revealed  it  in  the  morning. 

But  in  this  I  speak  now,  what 
have  nothing  to  do  witli  them 
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■  have  now  to  do  with  God;  therefore  to  tell  a  lie  now,  to  get 
4  the  fiivour  of  the  king  were  in  vain.    Therefore,  aa  I  hope 
to  be  saved  at  the  laat  day,  I  never  qpake  dishonoarably,  di»- 
^   loyally,  or  dishonestly  of  the  king,  neither  to  this  French- 
^   man  nor  to  any  other ;  neither  had  I  ever,  in  all  my  life,  a 
I    thought  of  ill  of  his  majesty*    Therefore  I  cannot  but  think 
,    it  strange,  that  this  Frenchman,  bong  so  base^  so  mean  a 
,    £dlow,  should  be  so  far  credited:  and  so  much  for  this 
poinU    I  have  dealt  truly,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  believed. 
I  confess,  I  did  attempt  to  escape ;  and  I  did  dissemble,  and 
feign  myself  sick  at  Salisbury ;  but  I  hope  it  was  no  sin. 
The  prophet  David  did  make  himself  a  fool,  and  did  suffer 
qnttle  to  fall  upon  his  beard,  to  escape  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  it  was  not  imputed  to  him  as  nn ;  and  I  did  it  to 
prokxig  time  till  his  majesty  came,  hoping  for  some  commi- 
seration from  him. 

I  forgive  this  Frenchman  and  sir  Lewis  Stuckley,  and 
have  received  the  sacrament  thb  morning  of  Mr.Dean,  and 
I  dp  also  foigive  all  the  world.  But  thus  mudi  I  am  bound  in 
charity  to  qpeak  of  this  man,  that  all  men  may  take  good  heed 
of  him:  nr  Lewis  Stuckley,  my  kinsman  and  keeper,  hath  af- 
firmed that  I  should  tell  him,  that  I  did  tdl  my  lord  Carew 
and  my  lord  Doncaster  of  my  present  escape;  but  I  protest 
before  Ckxl,  I  never  told  Stuckley  any  sudi  thing,  neither 
did  I  tell  my  lord  Carew  or  my  lord  Doncaster  of  my  pre- 
tended escape.  It  was  not  Ukdy  that  I  should  ar^gityWi^ 
two  privy  counsellors  of  my  purpose ;  neither  would  I  teU 
him,  for  he  left  me  mz,  seven,  eight,  nine,  or  ten  days,  to 
go  where  I  listed,  while  he  rode  about  the  country. 

Again  he  accused  me,  that  I  diould  tell  him,  that  my 
knrd  Carew  and  my  lord  Doncaster  would  meet  me  in 
France,  which  was  never  my  speech  or  thouf^t 

Thirdly,  he  accused  me,  that  I  shewed  him  a  letter,  and 
that  I  should  give  him  ten  thousand  pounds  for  my  escape ; 
but  cast  my  soul  into  everiasting  fire,  if  I  ever  made  him 
oAbr  of  ten  thousand  pounds  or  one  thousand  pounds;  but 
merely  I  shewed  him  a  letter,  that,  if  he  would  go  with  me, 
his  debts  dionld  be  paid  when  I  was  gone;  neither  had  I 
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.me  thousand  pounds,  for,  if  I  had  had 
have  dcme  better  with  it,  and  made  my  pe 
Fourthly,  vhai  I  came  to  tor  Edward 
been  sometimes  a  follower  of  nnne,  who  ) 
tertaioment,  he  gave  out,  that  I  had  reoa 
prason  in  nr  Edward  Felham^s  house ;  i 
that  I  feared  no  such  thing,  for  I  was  wel 
in  the  house.  Now  God  forgive  him,  for  1 
.God  to  fwg^ve  him  :  X  will  not  only  say,  i 
revenge,  but  I  desire  God  to  forgive  hia 
forgiven. 

7%m  he  holeed  over.Mt  note  qfremenUir 
he,  thus  for  have  I  gtme ;  now  a  little  mo 
done  by  and  by. 

It  was  t(M  the  king  i  was  brought  pi 
land,  and  that  1  did  not  intend  to  come  agi 
tain  Charles  Parker,  Mr,  IVesham,  Mr.  ] 
others,  that  knev  how  1  was  dealt  withal, 
me :  for  the  common  soldiers,  wluch  were 
fifty,  mutinied,  and  sent  for  me  to  oome  in 
to  them,  for  at  that  time  they  would  not  o 
there  was  I  forced  to  take  an  oath,  that  I 
into  England  till  they  would  have  me,  or 
cast  me  into  the  sea  and  drown  me ;  afterwa 
my  cabin,  and  set  themselves  agunst  me,  A 
this  oath,  with  wine  and  oth^  things  I  drev 
them  to  derast,  and  at  length  1  persuaded 
Ireland :  then  would  they  have  gone  into  th 
Ireland ;  but  1  uAA  them  they  were  redshan 
with  much  ado  I  persuaded  them  to  go  into 
promiung  to  get  th^  pardons,  but  was  fore 
an  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  at  Kl 
them  home,  otherwise  I  had  never  got  irom 
Ihere  was  a  report  that  I  meant  not  to  j 
all,  and  that  I  knew  not  of  any  mine,  nor  int 
matter,  but  only  to  get  my  liberty,  which  I 
to  keep.  But  it  was  my  full  intent  to  go  f 
benefit  of  his  majesty  and  those  that  went 
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rest  of  my  countrymen :  but  he,  that  knew  the  head  of 
mine,  would  not  discover  it,  when  he  saw  that  my  son 
slain,  but  made  himself  away.    And  then  he  turned  to 
ermy  lord  ofArunddj  and  saidj  Being  in  the  gallery  in  my 
irsihip  at  my  departure,  your  honour  took  me  by  the  hand, 
Ei  md  said  you  would  request  me  one  thing,  that  was,  thai 
s  whether  I  made  a  good  voyage  or  bad,  yet  I  should  return 
i  again  into  England,  when  I  made  you  a  promise,  and  gave 
B  you  my  £uth,  that  I  would.    And  so  you  did,  (answered  my 
(  knrd  ()  itis  true,  they  were  the  last  words  I  spake  unto  you. 
Another  opinion  was,  that  I   carried  to  sea  with  me  a 
I  thousand  six  hundred  pieces,  and  that  was  all  the  voyage 
»  intended,  only  to  get  money  into  my  hands,  and  that  I  had 
weighed  my  voyage  before ;  whereas,  I  protest,  I  had  but  an 
.    hundred  pounds  in  all  the  world,  whereof  I  gave  twenty- 
five  pounds  to  my  wife.     The  reason  of  this  speech  was 
this :  there  was  entered  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  yet 
but  four  thousand  pounds  in  the  surveyor's  book :  now  1 
gave  my  bill  for  the  other  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  di- 
vers  adventurers ;  but  I  protest,  I  had  not  a  penny  of  money 
more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved. 

Another  slander  was  raised,  that  I  would  have  gone 
away  firom  them,  and  left  them  at  Guiana :  but  there  were 
a  great  many  worthy  men,  who  accompanied  me  always,  as 
my  sergeant  major  George  Ralegh,  and  divers  others,  (which 
he  then  named,)  that  knew  my  intent  was  nothing  so. 
And  these  be  the  material  points  I  thought  good  to  speak 
of.  I  am  now  at  this  instant  to  render  my  account  to  Grod ; 
and  I  protest,  as  I  shall  appear  before  Him,  this  that  I 
have  spoken  is  true. 

I  will  speak  but  a  word  or  two  more,  because  I  will  not 
trouble  Mr.  Sheriff  too  long. 

There  was  a  report  spread,  that  I  should  rejoice  at  the 
death  of  my  lord  of  Essex,  and  that  I  should  take  tobacco 
in  his  presence ;  when,  as  I  protest,  I  shed  tears  at  his  death, 
though  I  was  one  of  the  contrary  faction ;  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  I  was  all  the  while  in  the  armoury  at  the 
further  end,  where  I  could  but  see  him.     I  was  sorry  that 
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I  waa  not  with  faim,  for  I  heard  he  hw 
and  be  recaoaJed  to  lae.  So  that  I  p 
death ;  and  good  caiue  bad  I ;  for  it  wm 
it  proved ;  fc«  after  he  vw  goDe,  I  wai 
And  DOW  I  entreat  you  all  to  jcnn  wii 
the  gnat  God  of  heaven,  whom  1  have 
bang  a  man  full  of  all  vanity,  and  hav4 
lUl  mnful  calUngB,  having  been  a  sold 
captun,  and  a  courtier,  which  are  all 
and  vice;  that  God,  I  aay,  would  fi 
sway  my  nns  from  me,  and  that  he  n 
everlasting  life.  So  I  lake  my  leave  ol 
peace  with  God. 
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